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la.    WESTERN  FARM  AND  HOME  HOUR  RADIO"  PROGRAMS 

The  agricultural  radio  xerograms  for  the  Pacific  Coast  and  Inter- 
mountain  States,  inaugurated  by  the  Department  on  January  1,  will  be 
broadcast  daily  from  Monday  to  Friday,   inclusive,  12:15  to  1:00  p.m. 
Pacific  standard  tine,  on  a  network  of  10  associated  stations  of  the  Nation- 
al Broadcasting  Company,     Hie  broadcasts  will  originate  from  the  San  Fran- 
cisco studios  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company,  111  Sutter  Street.  - 
There  will  be  20  minutes  of  music  and  entertainment  contributed  by  the 
National  Broadcasting  Company;  5  minutes  of  news  dispatches  arranged  by  that 
company;  and  20  minutes  of  information  arranged  and  delivered  by  the  Depart- 
ment and  cooperating  agencies.    The  programs  will  include  the  following 
stations : 

KGJ,     Portland,  Oreg. 
KOMO,  Seattle,  Hash.' 
KEQ,     Spokane,  Wash* 
KSL,     Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
KOA,     Denver,  Colo. 
The  Department's  portions  cf  the  program  will  be  directed  by  a  west- 
ern program-manager*  R.  H.  Lamb,  of  the  Division  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables 

has  been  detailed  to  assist  Morse  Salisbury,  Chief  of  the  Department 
Radio  Service,   in  inaugurating  the  western  service.    All  divisions  of  the 
Bureau,  represented  in  the  Pacific  Coast  and  Intermountain  regions,  have  bee 
requested  to  cooperate  to  the  fullest  extent  with  Mr.  Salisbury  and  ^r.  Lamb 
in  arranging  programs.     The  Administrative  Regulations  do  not  require  that 
radio  speeches  be  approved  by  administrative  officers  in  advance  of  delivery 
It  is  satisfactory  if  copies  of  such  speeches  are  furnished  after  delivery 
has  been  made 

The  Western  Farm  and  Home  Hour  represents  the  first  step  in  region- 
alizing the  Department  network  radio  programs,  so  as  to  make  them  of  maximum 
value  to  the  radio  audience,  (from  The  B.A-E.  News) 


KTAR,  Phoenix  Ariz. 

KFSD,  San  Diego,  Calif. 

KFI,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

KPO,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 

KGO,  Oakland,  Calif. 


2a.    PLEASE  COOPERATE  WITH  MR.  LAMB 

In  connection  with  the  item  published  above,  all  representatives 
of  our  F.  &  V.  Division,  particularly  those  in  the  Pacific  Coast  and  Inter- 
mountain States,  are  requested  to  cooperate  with  Mr.  Lamb,   at  the  San  Fran- 
cisco office,  in  suggesting  topics  or  speakers  for  these  daily  radio  pro- 
grams.    Suitable  subjects  for  discussion  and  appropriate  speakers,  some  of 
whom  may  be  traveling  in  the  West,  should  be  suggested  to  Mr»  Lamb  periodi- 
cally.   He  will  appreciate  your  cooperation. 
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3a.    DECEMBER  1  STORAGE-HOLDINGS  OP  WASHINGTON  APPLES  AND  PEARS 


repoi 


Mrs.  L.  B.  Gerry,  of' the  Spokane  office,  submitted  the  following 
of  December  1  storage-holdings :- 


YAKIMA  DISTRICT 
Cold  Storage 
Common  Storage 
Total  ■ 

WENATCHEE  DISTRICT 
Cold  Storage 
Common  Storage 

Total         r  . 


1925 
5,282 
1,880 


1,874. 
2,558 


1926 
5,186 
L056 


7,162  6,242 


2,  5^3 
1,857 


APPLES 

1927 
5,019  - 

1,029 

6,c4s 


3,166 
2,101 


4,232     4,380  5,267 


1929 
6,109 
912 


7,97^  7,021 


4,258 
2,672 
6,930 


1950 
7,953 

9,420 


4,537  5,776 
■2.345*  ^2121 
6,832*  9,015* 


SEPORT  BY  VARIETIES: 


YAKIMA 


Uellis 
D'Anj  ous 

Bosc 

Miscellaneous 
Total 


WENATCHEE 


391 

164 
15 

12- 


621* 
186 
46| 
_5i 


PEARS: 


7* 
63 
1 

12 


582 


910 


83* 


1929, 

1930, 

1929 

1930 

cars 

cars 

cars 

cars 

Wine saps 

5,071 

5^305 

4,421 

4,815 

Jonathans 

157* 

224 

47 

56 
724* 

Somes 

.758  .. 

1,670 

369 

Delicious 

542| 
142* 

.  1,166 

963 

1,424* 

Yellow  Newt owns 

420  ' 

70 

.171 

Spitzenburgs 

15* 

62 

82 

'122 

Ark.  Blacks 

144* 

27s 

;  79 

129 

Staymans 

SO 

122*  ' 

216 

405 

Black  Twigs 

44 

56 
34* 

28% 

36* 

W.W.  Pearmains 

10*. 

45* 

86 

Black  Bens  and  Ganos 

■  '  16' 

20 

38 

35 

Mi  s  c  e 1 1 ane  ous 

39 

62 

26i 

53 

Total 

7,021 

9,420 

6,385* 

8, 057* 

Ranch  Holdings 

497 

958 

7,021 

9,420 

6,882* 

9,015* 

HOLDINGS  OP  APPLES ,  SP PEAKS  DISTRICT: 

Dec.  1,  1950 
~42* 


Cold  storage 
Common  storage 
Total 


915: 


4a.     U.  s.  COLD-STORAGE  HOLDINGS  OP  APPLES  IN  DECEMBER 

The  December  report  of  cold-storage  holdings  of  apples  in  the  United 
States  was  released  on  December  12,  and  is  as  follows: 

Dec.  1,  1930         Dec.  1,  1929         Jive-year  Avg. 
Barrels:         1,454,000  2,097,000  3,loS,000 

'Boxes:  21,204  ,  000  1  5,235,000  l4, 847,000 

Baskets:         7,010,000  6,613, 000  4,l4l,000 
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MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


lb .     IDAHO  POTATOES  AIT  IMPORTAITT  MARKET  FACTOR 

L.  C.  Tate  wrote  as  follows  from  Idaho  Falls  in  a  letter  dated 
December  26 

"Potato  shipments  from  Idrho  have  been  rather  limited  during  the  last 
week,  due  largely  to  very  low  temperatures  that  hindered  hauling  and  prac- 
tically stopped  farmers  from  loading  at  country  spurs.    Total  shipments  will 
pass  12,000  cars  "before  Hew  Year's  Day.    Using  the  popular  estimate  of  30,000 
cars  for  the  State  this  season,  this  indicates  a  movement  of  hOfo  prior  to 
January  1,  as  compared  with  kSfo  last  season,  35$  two  years  ago  and  37$  three 
years  ago.     The  10-year  average  is  HS$,  so  that  we  nay  consider  Idrho  this 
year  to  be  in  about  the  same  position  as  during  the  two  years  of  heavy  nation- 
al production,  1927  and  1923. 

"Market  demand  has  been  poor  most  of  this  month,  but  inquiry  picked- 
up  considerably  the  day  before  Christmas  and  prices  f irmed-up  immediately. 
Loadings,  at  the  time,  were  limited  by  the  cold  weather.     Shippers  look  for 
a  short  period  of  brisk  demand  during  the  next  two  or  three  weeks,  but  have 
little  hope  of  a  sustained  demand  that  would  be  capable  of  maintaining  an 
advance  of  price. 

"Trade  comments  are  always  worth  passing  on.  Most  of  the  shippers 
here  state  flatly  that  Idrho  today  has  more  potatoes  in  storage  than  ever 
before,  and  most  of  them  believe  there  "are  as  many  being  held  back  now  as 
were  harvested  in  the  entire  1929  crop.  This  is  probably  true,  but  of  the 
potatoes  in  storage  a  portion  will  show  shrinkage  from  freezing-injury, 
amounting  to  as  much  as  35$-  This  will  probably  cut  the  holdings  down  by 
1,000  cars  or  more. 

"I  note  by  the  Division  Letter  of  two  weeks  ago  that  potato  operators 
in  Maine  feel  they  are  the  controlling  factor  in  the  national  marketing 
scheme.     One  who  is  acquainted  with  conditions  out  here  cannot  help  but 
feel  they  are  overlooking  a  vital  factor  in  Idrho.     Idaho,  in  turn,   is  de- 
pending on  Colorado  somewhat  as  a  leader.     I  wonder  whether  the  eastern  po- 
tato operators  realize  just  how  many  potatoes  were  grown  west  of  the  Missouri 
River  this  season?" 


2b .    MAI HE  POTATO  SHIPPERS  HQLDIHG-OEE 

The  following  undated  letter  (probably  written  about  December  22) 
was  received  from  W.  D.  Hull,  at  Presque  Isle,  Maine;*- 

"During  the  'past  week  there  has  been  but  little  activity  in  the  Maine 
potato  market.    Growers  and  shippers  alike  were  holding-off  until  the  De- 
cember crop  report  was  released.     Shipments  were  rather  light  during  the 
first  part  of  the  week,  but  increased  to  201  cars  on  Thursday.  Saturday, 
December  20,  was  the  heaviest  day,  with  26U  cars.    Total  shipments  for  the 
past  week  were  1,10S,  compeared  with  1,363  during  the  corresponding  week  in 
I929. 

"Many  of  the  growers  feel  confident  that  the  market  will  improve  and 
are  very  reluctant  to  sell  at  present  prices.    Haulings  from  the  forms  are 
very  light,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  stock  being  shipped  is  coming  from 
the  track-side  warehouses  of  the  dealers  who  bought  the  potatoes  last  fall. 


(continued  over) 
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11  In  general,  a 'feeling  of  opt imlsm  prevails  throughout  the  entire  dis- 
trict, 'out  little  activity  is  anticipated  until  after  the  first  of  the  year. 
Wire  inquiry  has  been  fairly  good  and  the  dealers  cou.ld  fill  many  orders  at 
5^  to  10f  per  "bag  under  the  price;  which  they' ask.   ..However,',  the' majority  of 
them  are  unwilling  to  do  this  and  prefer  an  attitude,  of  watchful-waiting. 

Shipments  of  certified  seed  have  been  very  light  and;  the  market  is 
dull,  "buyers  and  shippers  not  "being  able  to  agree,  on  the  pripe. " 

3"b.    HEAVY  H07EIIENT  Qp  MICHIGAN  PITIOITS 

R.  E.  Keller  wrote  from  Grand  Rapids,  Liich.,  as  follows  on  December 

21:- 

"The  Christms,s  trade  demands  seasonal  produce.    So  Michigan  dealers 
have  "been  putting  their  time,  money,  f loor-spa.ce,  and  sales-help  into  Christ- 
mas trees,  Christmas  decorations,  oranges,  apples,  -celery,  cranberries,  and 
similar  holiday  stock,  while  staple  commodities  like  potatoes,  and  onions  have 
been  allowed  to  drag.     In  addition  to  the  holiday  business,  most  all  of  the 
receivers  have  been  curtailing  purchases  to  reduce  their  stock  on  hand  for 
the  January  1  inventory. 

"Thus,  the  Michigan  onion  and  potato  business  ha>s  been  quite  limited 
during  the  past  week.     Onion  shipments  dropped  just  half  during  last  week 
from  the  figure  of  the  week  previous,,  73  cars  moving  as  p.gainst  150.  Not 
only  that  but  the  market,  also  showed  a  decline,  the  weekly . price-range  drop- 
ping from  90^  r;:\C,  $1  to  S5f^~95^    on  the  100-pound  sacks  of  yellows,  and  from 
^5^-50^  to        0-^-1  ifi  on  "the  56-pcund  sacks.    The  shipments  to  date  are  more 
than  double  those  of  la.st  year,  2,928  haying  moved,  as  against  l,46l  ca.rs 
a  year  ago.     In  fact,  this  year\s  figure  is  .almost  up  to  the  total  for  the 
entire  crop  moved  during  the  1929-3^  season.    La.st  season,  approximately  50$ 
of  the  car  lot  onion  shipments  were  moved  by  Janua.ry  1  and  it  appears  now 
that  about  the  same  ratio  ha„s  been  moved  so  fax  this  year,  as  the  estimates 
run  between  ^,,000  and  6,000  cars  for  the  State. 

"The  potato  deal  still  remains  a  negligible  factor,  68  cars  moving 
last  week,  as  against  66  two  weeks  ago."  • 

Ub .     COLORADO  ONION  AIID  POTATO  SITUATION  OUTLINED 

Bryce  Morris  wrote  the  following  letter  from  Denver  on  December  27:- 

"The  pa.st  week  has  been  very  quiet  except  for  good  jobbing  sales  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  preceding  Christmas.    Lettuce  prices  dropped  2^i'~^0^  per 
crate  during  the  we.ek,  with  most  sales  of  Arizona,  Iceberg-type  no?;  at  $3*25 
and  a  few  s.~les  of  oridinary  quality  as  low  a„s  $3*  . 

"Onion  shipments  this  week  have  been  very  light.    Loadings  have  been 
so  light  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  secure  any  quotations  from,  the  West- 
ern Slope  and  too  few  to  make  a.  market  from  the  Arkansas  Valley. 

"Potato  shipments  were  comparatively  light,  ranging  from  12  ca.rs  on 
Monday,  December- 22,  to  67  on  Tuesday.     In  the  San  Luis.  Valley,  prices  have 
advanced  10^-15^  per  cwt.,  with  farmers  receiving  90f  and  a  few  95^  for 
U.  S.  Ho.  1  Brown  Beauty s,  while  McClures  of  the  same  quality  brought  95^, 
with  an  occasional  car  as  high  as  $1.     Colorado  Grade  Standard  potatoes  were 
generally  5^-10fJ  lower  than  Ho.  l's,  according  to  quality.    Prices  were 
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higher  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  before  the  rise  was  noticeable  to  outside 
points,  thus  anticipating  the  present  advance. 

"In  northern  Colorado,  potato  shipments  have  ranged  from  1  to  7  cars 
daily,  with  a  total  movement  nor/  1,SH0  cars,  compared  with  1,333  last  year. 
There  is  a  difference  in  opinion  as  to  the  number  remaining  to  be  shipped, 
ranging  from  ^4,000  to  5>000  cars,  but  the-  general  estimate  seems  to  be  around 
U,500  cars.    Prices  advanced  in  the  Greeley  section  about  15^  per  cwt,,  with 
growers  receiving  g5^-90{£  on  Ho.  I's  and  S0^-S5^  on  Standards.    The  percentage 
of  Ho.  lTs  is  quite  small,  with  the  bulk  of  the  loadings  ranging  from  SOfo  to 
SOfo  U.  S.  Ho.  1.  . 

"Potato  shipments  from  the  Western  Slope  have  been  very  light,  total- 
ing only  13  cars  for  this  weok  to  Friday  night.    Most  of  these  have  come  from 
the  Carbondale  and  Montrose  districts.     The  total  movement  from  these  two 
producing  areas  is  only  g^-3  cars,  compared  with  1,^13  at  this  time  last  sea- 
son.    The  growers  and  shippers  around  Ho nt rose  seem  to  think  that  shipments 
in  their  particular  area  will  be  slightly  under  last  year,  although  the 
Carbondale  section  should  equal  or  exceed  the  1929  crop.    Shippers  generally 
anticipate  20,000  cars  from  the  State  this  season.    After  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, shipments  are  expected  to  increa.se  materially  both  from  northern  Colo- 
rado and  the  Western  Slope.    With  a  slight  increase  in  prices,  no  doubt  load- 
ings will  be  heavier  from  the  San  Luis  Valley  also." 

5b .    MAINE  POTATO  MARKET  STRENGTHENS 

A  supplementary  letter,  dated  December  29,  was  received  from  W.  D.  Hull 
at  Presque  Isle,  Maine,  as  follows :- 

""The  past  week  has  seen  a  slight  strengthening  of  the  Maine  potato 
market.    The  market  closed  Friday  and  Saturday  with  the  majority  of  the  deal- 
ers paying  $2  per  barrel  throughout  the  county.    Ha.uJ.ings  were  fairly  liberal 
at  this  price,  as  many  of  the  growers  had  their  ideas  set  on  a  $2  market  and 
haulings  had  been  very  light  at  lower  prices.     In  the  terminal  markets,  prices 
were    5^ to  10^  higher  than  the  previous  week,  and  market  conditions  seemed  to 
warrant  paying  higher  prices  to  the  growers •    On  Friday  and  Saturday  the  f.o.b. 
market  on  Green  Mountains  was  $1.U0-$1.^5  per  100-jjound  sack,  a  few  «aleo  of 
bulk  stock  being  ma.de  at  $1.30~$1.35»    Some  of  the  dealers  are  very  optimistic 
and  expect  shipments  to  reach  300  ca.rs  dally  before  the  end  of  this  week, 
feeling  confident  tha.t  the  markets  will  absorb  that  number  and  remain  steady, 
while  others  think  that  any  great  increase  in  shipments  will  have  a  depress- 
ing effect  on  the  markets.    0nly'"~5S  caxs  of  certified  seed  were  shipped  last 
week  and  96 1  cars  of  table  stock." 

6b.    RECENT  HEWS  REGARD I HG  WESTERN  HEW  YORK  CROPS 

On  December  22,  R.  L.  Sutton  wrote  the  following  letter  from  the 
Rochester  office :- 

"The  demand  and  trading  for  Y/estern  New  York  fruits  and  vegetables  has 
been  very  slow  during  the  past  seven  days.     This  condition  has  been  developed' 
to  a.  large  extent  by  the  usual  lack  of  interest  existing  just  prior  to  Christ- 
mas .  .  . 

"There  should  have  been  more  activity  in  the  celery  market,  but  this 
season         txtra  volume  of  HTir.cr.r  f  „r  the  holiday-trade  did  not  materialize. 
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F.o.b.  sales  of  two-thirds  crates  of  U-6  dozen  stalks  ranged  $l.£>5~pl  •  85, 
with  a  few  smaller  sizes  going  s  one  what  higher.    California  forwarded  a  large 
number  of  cars  to  arrive  at  the  eastern  and  midwestern  terminals  for  the 
holiday  denands. 

11  Cabbage  has  ruled  dull  and  f  .  O.U.  sales  continued  rather  scarce. 
Daily  shipments  held  around  50  cars.    The  percentage  of  consigned  shipments 
represented  a  large  volume  of  the  movement.    At  shipping  points,  carloads  of 
small  to  medium  Danish  realized  5l3~$15»  while  the  stock  loaded  in  90-pound 
sacks  brought  $l6-$lS  per  ton.    Although  the  distribution  has  been  fairly 
widespread;   the  large  terminals  such  as  hew  York  City,  Philadelphia,  Pitts- 
burgh and  Baltimore  continue  to  take  large  quantities. 

"There  has  been  very  little  demand  for  onions  recently.    Market  con- 
tinues dull  and  values  have  declined.     Carlot  sales  of  100-pound,  sacks  of 
U.  S.  ITo.  1  yellows,  ~[0fj  to  75$  2  inches  and  larger,  held  around  JOfi,     It" is 
expected  that  this  week  will  see  even  a  smaller  amount  of  business  on  all 
commodities  than  has  been  the  case  heretofore.  ■ 

"Apples  have  held  about  steady,  but  the  volume  of  trading  has  not  been 
near  what  it  should  have  been.     It  has  been  noticed  that  the  cars- billed  for 
export  have  shown  some  increase  recently,  but  the  f.o.b.  business  for  this 
type  of  shipment  has  shown  no  material  improvement. 

"Potatoes  have  been  held  to  a  light  volume  of  movement  and  f.o.b,  sales 
showed  little  variation.     The  reduction  in  the  crop  allowed  by  the  latest 
estimated  will  probably  have  some  beneficial  effect.    Carrots  remain  inactive, 
with  f.o.b.  srles  few  and  far  between;  100-pound  sacks  realized  55^-60^." 

■  I'o.     \7I  S  C  PITS  I  IT  POTATO  SITUATION  SHOWS  LIT  TLB  CHANGE', 

On  December  19,  C.  D.  Schoolcraft  submitted  the  following  letter  from 
Waupaca,  Wisconsin:- 

"The  Wisconsin  potato  market  during  the  past  week  or  10  days  has  been 
generally  draggy,  with  carlot  prices  fluctuating  every  few  days,  but  remain- 
ing within  a  general  range  of  $1.15-$ 1.25  Per  100  pounds.    Shipments  have 
been  slightly  heavier,  averaging  around  35  cars-  a  day  since  December  10f  as 
compared  with  an  average  of  around  25  cars  for  the  greater  part  of  the  month 
previous.    Distribution  is  a  little  better  and,  for  the  first  time  since  the 
very  early -part  of  the  season,  arrivals  and  prices  are  being  reported  from 
such  cities  as  Clevelrnd,  Detroit  and .Pitt sburgh.    Even  with  the  light  crop 
of  this  season,  Wisconsin  probably  has  within  a  thousand  cars  as  many  to  move 
as  were  moved  after  this  date  last  year.    There  are  somewhere  around  6,500 
cars  yet  to  ship. 

"With  the  Chicago  track-holdings  running  between  lhO  and  200  cars 
since  the  10th,   shippers  here  anticipated  some  improvement  in  the  market, 
especially  since  the  production  estimate  was  cut.    However,  today  when  the 
track -holdings  at  Chicago  increased  to  2^2  cars,   the  market  weakened  somewhat, 
indicating  that  it  will  not  stand  the  pressure  of  greatly  increased  arrivrls. 
Nevertheless,  most  of  the  shippers  here    and  practically  all  the  growers  are 
anticipating  some  improvement  after  the  first  of  the  year,   although  most  of 
them  do  not  expect  any  great  or  rapid  rise  in  the  market." 


-    DO  YOU  NEED  ANY  COPIES  OP  TEE  I93O  D.L.  TO  COMPLETE  YOUR  PILE?  - 


Sb.    FROST  AFFECTING  SALT  RIVER  VALLEY  LETTUCE 

On  December  23,  B.  E.  Surry  sent  the  following  information  from 
Phoenix,  Arizona:- 

"Five  days  of  heavy  frost  in  the  Salt  River  Valley  have  checked 
lettuce  shipments  which,  up  to  last  Wednesday,  were  on  the  increase.  Load- 
ings decreased  fron  lU2  cars  on  Wednesday  to  99  cars  for  Saturday.    The  frost 
kept  cutters  out  of  the  fields  on  some  days  until  2  or  3  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon.    On  Sun dp y  the  weather  moderated  and  155  cars  moved  fron  Arizona  on 
Monday.     To  date  the  State  has  shipped  1,830  cars  of  lettuce,  compared  with 
9*4-8  in  1929  and  2,525  on  the  sane  date  in  1928.    Casa  Grande,  the  new  section 
southeast  of  Phoenix,  with  approximately  1,100  acres,  has  shipped  403  cars. 
Yuma  has  loaded  only  60  cars. 

"The  cash-track  market  has  ranged  $1.50— $1.85  for  generally  good- 
quadity  lettuce,  with  most  sales  around  $1.75*     Shippers  have  been  endeavor- 
ing to  hold  the  cash  market  at  $l«75i  "fatt  with  only  partial  success.  Many 
sales  have  been  made  the  last  few  days  at  $1.65,  with  some  spies  at  $1.50 
mp.de  mostly  by  the  snail  shippers  who  did  not  care  to  roll  their  cars  unsold. 

"General  quality  of  the  lettuce  has  been  affected  by  the-  cold  weather. 
Most  shipments  show  some  frost-damage,  with  marginal  browning  of  the  outer 
leaves.     Solidity  is  better  than  a  week  ago,  and  there  is  a  larger  percentage 
of  five  and  six-dozen  sizes  now  being  shipped.     It  is  the  general  opinion  of 
shippers  that  sizes  will  continue  to  run  smaller,  due  to  the  frost." 

9b .    RECENT  HEWS  Oil  FLORIDA  TRUCK  CROPS 

Parts  of  a  letter  of  December  20  from  V.  H.  Nicholson,  at  %axiis 
are  quoted  below :- 

"Carlot  shipments  of  beo.ns  have  been  very  light  this  week.     The  recent- 
frosts  have  damaged  the  crop  around  the  hake  very  severely,    Mr.  Mounts, 
County  Agent  of  Palm  Beach  County,  has  stated  that  about  1,200  or  1,500  acres 
of  vegetables  escaped  the  frost  and  that  replanting  wp.s  going  on  at  a  rather 
slow  pace  in  most  sections  around  Lake  Okeechobee. 

"The  acreage  of  peppers  has  been  increased  considerably  over  that  of 
last  season.    Broward  County,  around  Pompano  and  Ft.  Lauderdale,  had  about 
1,800  acres  of  peppers  last  winter,  but  the  plantings  this  season  have  been 
variously  estimated  at  2,500  to  3,000  acres.    Although  the  shipments  from 
the  State  have  been  rather  heavy  this  week,  movement  from  Pompano  was  light. 
Shipments  have  been  mostly  from  around  Ft.  Meyers  and  Palmetto,  with  a  few 
cars  from  other  sections  of  the  State. 

"Growers  around  Pompano  are  waiting  as  long  as  possible  to  pick  their 
crop,  hoping  that  in  the  meantime  the  market  will  improve .    Prices  for  grow- 
ers'-pack  have  been  mostly  $1-$1.25  for  Fancy  and  around  75^  ^or  Choice  at 
Pompano  the  last  two  days.     Some  of  the  packing-house  stock  has  brought  r„rou: 
■pl. 25-$  1.50  on  anf.o.b.  carlot  basis,  but  the  market  has  been  very  dull  r„c~ 
count  of  the  heavy  shipments." 

Continuing  in  a  letter  dated  December  27,  Mr.  Nicholson  sent  the  fol- 
lowing inf ornation:- 

" Shipments  of  all  vegetrbles  from  southern  Florida  have  been  rather 
light  the  past  week.    The  rains  during  Sunday  and  Monday  and  the  holiday  on 
Thursday  were  primarily  responsible  for  the  light  movement. 

— «■»  (continued  over) 
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"The  movement  of  snap  beans  has  been  very  light  and  prices  have 
reached  the  highest  level  of  the  past  two  seasons.    Yesterday,  most  Bounti- 
fuls  of  only  fair  quality  sold  $6-$6.50  at  Pompano  and  there  were  a  few 
sales  of  good  quality  stock  as  high  as  $7«50  per  bushel  hamper.  However, 
quality  of  the  shipments  from  that  section  was  injured  somewhat  by  the  cold, 
wet  weather  during  the  first  of  this  week.    Probably  the  damage  to  the  crop 
around  Pompano  during  this  month  will  cut  yields  as  much  as  30$  or  35$* 
However,  there  have  been  no  fields  killed  outright,  as  was  the  case  in  the 
Lake  Okeechobee  section. 

"The  Pompano  acreage  has  been  estimated  at  J>,^00  to  '4,000  acres  and 

planting  is  still  going  on.    A  good  part  of  the  acreage  around  Pompano  was 

intended  for  shipment  during., January .    One  of  the  largest  shippers  has  ship- 

,  r.       f.no.  will  not  hrvve  any  ready  I  i 

pea  no  beans  so  far  this  season, /\unti  I  the  latter  part  oi  next  week.- 

"Movement  from  the  Lake  Okeechobee  section  continues  very  light. 
That  section  has  about  1,000  to  1,200  acres  of  beans,  most  of  which  will 
be  ready  for  shipment  during  January.    Quality  of  these  shipments,  however, 
will  probably  be  only  fair. 

"The  rains  the  first  of  the  week  probably  benefited  the  tomato  crop. 
But  the  rain  and  the  holiday  have  been  responsible  for  the  considerably 
lighter  movement  this  week.    As  a,  result  of  the  rains,  quality  during  the 
next  few  days  will  be  only  fair.    During  the  last  few  days,  it  has  been  very 
difficult  to  sell  carlots  on  any  basis  or  at  any  price  at  all  comparable 
to  last  week's  figures.    A  few  cars  have  been  shipped,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  $2. 25-$ 2. 50  would  be  the  basis  of  settlement,   if  the  shipment  ar- 
rived" in  good  shape.    Most  of  the  business  this  week  has  been  on  consign- 
ment . 

"The  toma.to  movement  next  week  will  probably  reach  that  of  the  week 
preceding  Christmas,  when  total  from  the  State  amounted  to  around  120  cars. 
Providing  there  is  no  further  damage  from  cold  or  wet  wea.ther,  carlot  ship- 
ments of  tomatoes  should  increase  during  January  but  probably  will  not  be 
very  heavy  until  Pebrua.ry. 

1  Ob .     PHICES  OP  IISW  YORK  CSLEPY  AMD  POTATOES  ADVANCE 

In  a  second  letter,  dated  December  30  at  He Chester,  N.Y.,  further 
info rmat ion  was  sent  >•-•  P.-  L«  Sutton : - 

"During  the  past  few  days  more  interest  has  developed  in  celery  than 
in  any  other  conmodity.    The  market  has  been  excited'  locally,  and  the  demand 
increased  largely  on  account  of  damage  to  the  California  crop.    Local  infor- 
mation has  indicated  the  f re e zing-damage  in  California,  to  vary  from  1,000 
cars  to  as  high  as  40$  of  the  crop.    Official  reports  as  to  the  extent  of 
damage  are  lacking.    P.o.b.  sales  advanced  25^-5°^'  Per  crate,  carlot  sales 
of  5-7  dozen  being  made  in  western  New  York  at  $2-$2.25«     There  is  a  scarcity 
of  small  sizes,  which  are  in  the  greatest  demand.    Latest  reports  of  hold- 
ings indicate  that  on  December  26  about  86,79^  crates  were  in  storage,  as 
compared  with  51,669  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  at  the  same  time  last 
year.    The  report  would  indicate  approximately  3^7  cars  available  on  Decerv- 
ber  26,  but,  due  to  shrinkage  and  waste  from  stripping,  deca.y,  etc.,  prob- 
ably less  than  300  cars  will  be  shipped.    The  movement  this  season  to  date 
has  filled  5,226  car,,,  compared  with  3,72g  to  the  sane  time  last  season. 
Terminal  markets  recently  have  also  shown  advance  in  prices. 


Division  letter,  January  2t  1931*  9» 


"Potatoes  advanced  slightly,  recent  shiiDp ing-po int  prices  going  as 
high  as  $2.'45  per  150-pound  sack,  U.  S.  Ho.  1  Sound  Whites.     It  is  under- 
stood that  quite  generally  in  western  lev;  York  the  quality  of  potatoes  is 
only  fair.     Some  difficulty  is  "being  exx^erienced  in  meeting  the  requirements 
of  the  U.  S.  Ho.  1  grade.     Daily  loadings  hold  around  15  to  20  cars." 

lib.     POTATOES  WASHED  AHD  PACKED  I  IT  10-POUHD  PAPER  BAGS 

The  following  interesting  letter  v;as  received  from  Walter  Kingsbury, 
of  the  Los  Angeles  office,  under  date  of  December  27:- 

"I  thought  you  night  be  interested  in  a  recent  development  in  the 
market ing  of  potatoes  in  Los  Angeles. 

"The  Frederick  H.  Eindge  Company,  one  of  the  largest  potato  growers 
and  shippers  in  the  Stockton  district,  has  recently  constructed  a  washing 
and  packaging  plant  for  Burbank  potatoes  at  Los  Angeles,  that  is  probably 
the  largest  of  its  kind  in  existence.     The  potatoes  are  washed,  dried,  graded 
and  packed  in  10-pound  pajjer  bags  in  one  operation.    The  plant  occupies  one 
end  of  a  frir-sized  warehouse,  and  Mr.  Rindgo  claims  that,  when  operated  at 
full  capacity,  it  can  handle  a  carload  every  hO  minutes. 

"The  potatoes  are  dumped  on  a  carrier  at  floor-level  at  the  car-door 
and  are  carried  slocly  through  a  tank  of  water.    At  the  end  of  the  tank,  thej 
are  elevated  vertically  about  12  feet  under  a  spray  of  water.    They  next  pass 
over  a  series  of  seven  brushes  revolving  in  a  horizontal  plane.    Each  brush 
is  about  two  feet  in  diameter  and  revolves  in  a  brush-lined  circular  form. 
Each  revolving  brush  is  arranged  tangent  to  the  next  so  that  the  potatoes, 
after  passing  completely  around  one  brush,  are  prssed  on  to  the  next,  and 
so  on  throughout  the  series  of  seven.    Prom  here  they  pass  through  a  long, 
sloping,  revolving,,  slatted  drum,  equipped  with  blower  and  suction  fans. 
Then  they  pass  on  to  a  wide  grading-belt,  with  several  openings  at  the  side 
for  filling  100-pound  sacks  if  desired.     The  potatoes  are  dry  enough  at  this 
stage  so  that  they  do  not  wet  the  sacks  noticeably. 

"Potatoes  which  are  to  be  packed  in  the  lQ-poumd  bags  go  from  here  to 
a  long,  drying  tunnel,  with  blower-fans .     They  then  come  out  on  a  belt,  from 
which  the  small  bags  are  filled  by  operators  at  a  half-dozen  openings  on 
each  side.    Each  bag,  when  filled,  is  slid  on  to  a  small  platform-scale, 
where  a  girl  adds  or  subtracts  a  potr.to  to  make  the  correct  weight  and  seals 
the  bag  with  gummed  paper.     The  bags  then  move  on  a  belt  to  the  packer,  who 
packs  eight  bags  in  a  square,  pasteboard  carton, 

"The  Sindge  Company  has  put  on  an  advertising  campaign  in  the  local 
papers,  emphasizing  the  washing  and  consumer-package  features.  Apparently 
a  fairly  steady  but  far  from  sensational  demand  has  developed  for  potatoes 
packed  in  this  way." 

12b.    FROST  IH  SOUTESRH  TEXAS 

Heavy  frost  on  the  morning  of  December  17  covered  Winter  Garden  and 
.Laredo  areas,  damaging  remaining  tomato  crop  E^fo  and  killing  peppers,  egg- 
plant, beans  and  other  tender  fall  vegetables.    However,  harvesting  of  all 
of  these  crops  was  nearing  completion  prior  to  the  frost  and  total  ■  danr.ge 
is  not  great.    Cabbage,  spinach,  onions,  beets,  carrots  and  other  winter 
vegetables  are  not  damaged  and  cooler  weather  nay  prove  beneficial, 
(from  report  by  G.  D.  Clark) 
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1  Jo .     IMPORTANT  DEFINITION  'Off  "GREENS" 

Beginning  January  1,   shipment  reports  are  "being  obtained  on  "greens," 
and  the  question  has  "been  raised  as  to  just  what  commodities  are  to  "be  in- 
cluded under  this  classification.    Only  those  leafy  vegetables  which  are 
ordinarily  cooked  in  preparation  for  use  as'  greens- are  to  be  included,  such 
as  kale,  turnip  tops,  Italian  sprouting  broccoli,  broccoli  greens  (seven- 
topped  turnips),  mustard  greens,  beet  greens,  dandelion  greens,   swiss  chard, 
etc.     Spinach,  of  course,  would  be  included  under  this  classification  but 
is  reported  separately. 

Vegetables  such  as  chicory,  endive,  escarole,  anise,  and  others  of 
this  class,  which  might  be  termed  "salad  vegetables"  and  which  are  ordi- 
narily used  uncooked,  are  not  to  be  included  under  this  classification  of 
"greens."    Parsley  also  is  hot  to.  be  included. 

All  market-station  men  should  make  certain  that  this  classification 
is  followed  in  unload  reports. 

l^b .     COLD  WEATHER  AFFECTS  CALIFORNIA  CITRUS  CROPS 

The  following  press -item  was  released  on  December  31  J— 
"The  low  temperatures  that  settled  upon  northern  and  central  Cali- 
fornia since  a  few  days  before  Christmas  have  very  likely  caused  appreciable 
damage  'to  the  unharvested  citrus  crops  in  these  areas.    Ihile  the  cold 
weather  continues,  any  attempt  to  measure  the  extent  of  damage  would  be  pure 
guesswork.     The  State  and  Federal  Departments  of  Agriculture,  through  the 
cooperative  crop-reporting  service  at  Sacramento,  stand  ready  to  carefully 
investigate  the  situation  at  tne  earliest  practicable  moment.  Experience 
has  proven  the  impossibility  of  preparing  intelligent  estimates  of  the 
damage  until  at  least  10  days  following  the  termination  of  the  low  tempera- 
tures. 

"Coldest  weather  has  been  experienced  in  the  northern  and  central 
California  citrus  areas,  where  Navel  oranges  predominate'.     It  is  estimated 
that         °f  the  Navel  crop  in  those  a„rea>s  had  already  been  shipped.  Valen- 
cia, groves  in  the  same  area.s  have  been  seriously  damaged,  where  unheated. 
Little  damage  has  yet  been  recorded  in  southern  counties. 

"Current  unofficial  reports  of  damage  cannot  be  confirmed  or  denied 
at  this  time.     It  may  be  said,  however,   that  these  usually  tend  to  be  too 
greatly  influenced  by  panicky  first-impressions.    Unless  intense  and  pro- 
longed cold  actually  stops  the  tree  functions,  there  is  always  considerable 
recovery  of  fru.it  thought  to  be  damaged.     In  addition,  more  of  the  groves 
are  now  equipped  with  heaters  than  during  previous  freezes.    'Unless  there 
is  positive  and  extended  freezing  condition,  the  damage  will  be  very  spotted 
In  the  various  areas,  affected  by  such  influences  as  air-drainage,  dry  cli- 
matic conditions  and  application  of  irrigation  water." 


B.  C.  30REE, 
Specialist  in 'Market  News. 
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EMPORAR?  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  HE¥S  SERVICE 


Station 

Mail 
List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletin 

Probably  . 
will  close 

ROCHESTER,  IT.  Y.,** 

837 

R. 

L. 

button 

Pears* 

Sept 

*  3 

ITov.  3* 

310  Triangle  Bldg. 

Apples 

Sept 

•  3 

May  29 

Onions 

Sept 

*  3 

May  1 

Carrots 

Sept 

*  3 

May  1 

Cabbage 

Sept 

*  3 

Mar.  15 

Celery 

Sept 

•  3 

Jan.  .IJ5 

Peaches* 

Sept 

.  8 

Oct.  U* 

Grapes* 

Sept. 23 

Oct.  29* 

Potatoes 

Oct. 

6 

May  29 

PRES^UE  ISLE,  ME.,** 

Si+2 

w.: 

D. 

Hull 

Potatoes 

Sept. 11 

Apr.  30 

Hedrich  Block. 

WAUPACA,'  WIS.,** 

S9l+ 

C. 

3D. 

Schoolcraft 

Potatoes 

bep  i/ 

•Jo 

Mar.  28 

uOUTL  rlOUSe. 

IDAHO  -FALLS,  IDA. , 

gi+5 

T 

L. 

C. 

Tate 

Potatoes 

Sept 

.15 

Apr.  15 

230  Federal  Bldg. 

WHITER  HAVS1T,  FLA. ,  ** 

920 

TT 

XI. 

a . 

VTA  "1  "1  ,-t  ^  v. 

will son 

Citrus 

Oct. 

1 

Apr .  1 5 

DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg. 

GRA1ID  RAPIDS,  MICE.,** 

S95 

R. 

E. 

Keller 

Apples* 

Oct. 

21+ 

Nov.  7* 

1+12  P.O.  Bldg. 

Onions 

Oct. 

2U 

Mar.  28 

*> 

Potatoes 

Oct. 

2)+ 

May  1 9 

MIAMI,;  FLA.** 

937 

V. 

H. 

Hicholson 

Beans 

ITov. 

17 

Apr;  1 

l\Qi  ixy  -DlCLg. 

J-'onat  0  es 

Feb. 

1 

May  1 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.,** 

815 

B. 

E. 

Surry 

Lettuce 

Dec . 

1 

Jan.  10 

602  Security  Bldg. 

PLAITT  CITY,  FLA.** 

8  50 

R.' 

M. 

Peterson 

St  or . 

J  an . 

5 

Apr.  1 

Yegs . 

Jan . 

5 

Apr .  1 

"^T?01"fiTCnr  T  T  T 1?      TTE1  Y  A  Q 
J3riO  ',ifi\IO  V  l±jiiiii  ,  !J!jAii.b 

931 

W. 

D. 

G-ooge 

oau  Dage 

Jan. 

5 

May  15 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

Beets 

Jan. 

5 

May  15 

Bldg. 

Carrots 

Jan . 

5 

May  15 

Beans 

Mar . 

16 

May  15 

Potatoes 

.  Mar . 

16 

May  15 

Onions 

Mar. 

23 

Apr.  "30 

Tomatoes 

Apr . 

27 

May  29 

BRAWLEY,  CALIF.** 

933 

L. 

T. 

Kirby 

Le  t  tuc  e 

Jan. 

5 

Mar.  21 

Planters'  Hotel  Bldg. 

L. 

H. 

Howard 

State  cooperating <  .     .  *  Reports  discontinued.. 

R.  H.i  Lamb  in  San  Francisco  r  H.  E. -Rutland-  on  leave  at 

J.  B.  Owens  in  Atlanta    >:!  :     .  .pr.esque  Isle,  U&, 

W.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco  (301  Wells  Fargo  Bldg.) 
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u 

i 
1 

u 

0 

xo 

-1  7 

!3  ' 

■7 

3 

0 

110.0k 

Seattle- 

0 

"  0 

0 

0 

.  28.00 

Springfield 

12b 

27 

11 

2 

578.83 

Toledo 

10 

22 

0 

0 

39.50 

Trenton 

21 

0 

0 

IS. 00 

Washington 

DO 

M-l 

1 

6 

32k.  52 

Wilkes-Barre  ' 

15 

13 

1 

3 

71.24 

Total 

3,235 

,  .  3.i;35; 

!(|  297-  ^t 

"  ,:  '  27  $13, 537^2 

The  following  inspections  were  nade  under  agreenent-  with  the  ilorthe'rh  ^ 
Ohio  Food  Terminal  at  Cleveland:-  Total  1,805?  I,kk6 -Eft ckel  Plate :  &2  Bi  &  0.  R.R. 
26  Fjrie:  .75  for  Pennp.  R.R.;  103  for  Federal  Cold  Storage;  93  grade  .inspections. 
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INSPS CTJppjfS  EOR  THE  NAVY  AND  MARINE  CORPS  DURING  NOVEMBER,  1950 
  ALL  FIGURES  IN  THESE  COLUMNS  REPRESENT  POUNDS 


SYMBOLS 
N  -  NAVY  1 
M  -  MARINE 
CORPS 

"Ft**!"]  i    ^  n  *nrl 

vegetables 
PASSED 

"H1  TTl  "1  "f"        n  n  H 
X  x           0  0  CXXlU. 

vegetables 
RE JSC  TED 

X LXJCJ  XJ  >     X  XJ  _ 

TOTAL 
QUANTITY 
INSPECTED 

X.liJ^  XJ  \_>  X  1  J  |  > 

"Cuts"  made 

UU1.1JJX  V 

with  speci- 
f  i  c  p  t ,  i  a  n  s 

It  ens 
Bill ed 
Short- 

STATIONS 

N  M 

N  M 

N  M 

N  M 

N  M 

CHARLESTON 

297055 

0 

0 

7208nfi 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

GREAT  LAKES 

129062 

0 

ID4036 

0 

17^098 

0 

11555 

0 

0 

0 

NEW  YORK 

426928 

57557 

]  fi]  f)Q 

j_  w  2? 

276 

57813 

0 

0 

0 

0 

NORFOLK 

lOGfiOR 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

\J                 ....        -  . 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 

•L  X  j.  -L  XXJXXy-— J  XXL  Ij.  ±X1 

19690 

0 

19690 

£9£ 

39 

0 

0 

SAT;  DIEGO 

777liPP 

41029 

2S2 

41311 

DM-  1  U 

39S 

n 

0 

M-  ( ^oW 

50000 

DoUOO 

0 

Hi  7C'nll 

54j)oU4 

50000 

U 

0 

u   

0 

SAN  PEDRO 

RnftRl  7 

JJOJX 1 

0 

POOP 

0 

0 

1  1  Q 

0 

0 

0 

VALLEJO 

391353 

0 

22514 

0 

H13S67 

0 

30 

0 

0 

0 

WASHINGTON 

13981 

0 

510 

0' 

144  91 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

3495381 

168256 

210321 

■  55S 

3706202 

lGSSlH 

18861 

:437 

0 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  EOR  THE  U.  S.  SHIPPING  BOARD 


NEW  YORK 

IO97S 

400 

1137S 

0 

0 

NORFOLK 

9375 

3150 

12525 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

20555 

3550 

23903 

0 

0 

INSPECTION 

5  MADE  EOR  THE  U.  S.  VETERANS'  HOSPITAL 

CHICAGO 

40923 

4800 

45723 

0 

0 

MILWAUKEE 

14806 

550 

15356 

0 

0 

NEW  YORK 

119016 

1S936 

137952 

0 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 

.  55449 

9025 

424Z1t_  _ 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

208194 

355H 

241505 

0 

0  ' 

The  New  York  office  also  inspected  the  following:  Fruits 

Vegetables 

Rej  ections 

United 

States  Lines 

  59932 

207834 

4613 

Mans on 

  S7S3 

63923 

272 

Dollar 

S 

13850 

300 

Anericr 

.n 

Prance  Line  . 

  3951 

20737 

;40 

Anericr. 

.n 

Diamond  Line 

  5574 

28639 

SO 

Anericr 

.n 

India    Line  . 

  3527 

13645 

0 

Anericr 

,n 

Brazil  Line  . 

  1183 

6946 

0 

  88027 

355574 

5305 

The  Srn  Pedro  office  also  inspected  the  following:1-!- ,413  lbs.  bread,  5,  S53 
lbs.  butter,  515  lbs.  cheese;  Vrllejo  office  inspected  25,169  lbs.  bread,  66  lbs. 
rolls  for  the  Navy. 


TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  0?  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 


Approximate  date  of 

State 

Supervisor 

Products 

Opening 

Closing 

WASHINGTON: 

W.  A.  Kilgeson, 

Court  House,    P.O.Box  190, 

We2Latch.ee-,  Wash. 

Apples 

Aug.  1 

Feb.  1 

FLORIDA: 

0.  C-.  Strauss, 
P.O.  Box  1SS, 
Orlando,  Fla. 

Citrus 

Aug.  27 

May  1 

VIRGINIA: 

F.  S.  Kinsey, 
P.O.  Box  36I, 
Winchester,  Va. 

Apples 

S  PTlt,  .  1 

Feb  •  15 

MAINE: 

&.  R.  Warren, 
Caribou,  Maine. 

Potatoes 

Sept .  1 

Apr.  1 

LOUISIANA: 

H.  S.  Moles, 

University  Station, 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Sweet- 
potatoes 
Citrus 
Vegetables 

Sept.  1 

Nov.  5 
Nov.  5 

Mar.  1 

Mar.  1 
Mar.  1 

TEXAS : 

H.  T.  Longino, 

Room  5j  Madison  Hotel, 
Harlingen,  Texas. 

Citrus 
Vegetables 

Oct.  1 
Nov .  20 

Mar,,  1 
liar .  1 

NEW  YORK: 

J.  A.  Marks, 

310  Triangle  Bldg. , 
Rochester,  IT.  Y. 

Fruits  & 
vegetables 

Oct.  27 

Feb.  1 

ARIZONi  : 

E.  L.  Ruch, 

0I5  Security  Bldgi, 
Phoenix,  Arizona. 

Lettuce 

Nov.  10 

Feb.  1 

R.  H.  Bertelson, 
BBB  Bldg., 

No gales,  Arizona. 

Mexican 
tomatoes 

Dec.  1 

May  1 

REPORTS  regarding  Ohio  shipping-point  inspections  can  be  obtained 
by  addressing  M.  W.  Baker,  at  our  Columbus  office. 


Indiana  shipping-point  inspection  reports  can  be  had  from  the 
Federal-State  .Inspection  Service,  Court  House, 
Warsaw,  Indiana. 

Reports  regarding  shipping-point  inspections  of  Tennessee  sweet- 
potatoes  can  be  obtained  from  Nelson  B.  Rue, 
Division  of  Markets,  Nashville. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc.  ADDITIONAL  INSTRUCTIONS  BEGIRDING  CHANGE  IN  LANGUAGE 
OF  GRADE  STATEMENTS 

Since  the  issuance  of  Memorandum  No.  71  on  December  22,  some  ques- 
tions have  arisen  concerning  the  proper  grp.de  statements  to  make  in  cases 
involving  freezing  which  occurred  in  transit.    For  example:    a  car  of  lettuce 
or  sdne  other  commodity,  which  was  certified  as  showing  a  certain  percentage 
of  U.  S.  No.  1  quality  at  point  of  origin,  hay  prrive  at  destination  showing 
transit,  freezing.     In  such  a  case  the  freezing  injury  should  he  reported  in 
the  usual  way  under  "Condition."     If  the  lot  was  certified  at  shipping  point 
as"8>5$  .°f  U.  S.  No.  1  quality"  and  receiving-point  inspection  shows  the  sane 
percentage  in  the  crates  which  show  no  freezing  injury,  the  following  f orn 
of  grade  statement  should  he  made:     "85$  of  stock  is  of  U.  S.  No.  1  quality 
except  in  those  crates  showing  freezing-injury  noted  above."  There  may  he 
ep.ses  similar  to  this  when  field  freezing  is  also  present,  and,  when  this 
kind  of  freezing  injury  is  reported  as  a  grade  defect,  the  grade  statement 
should  read  as  follows:     "S5fi  of  stock  is  of  U.  S.  No.  1  quality  except  in 
those  crates  showing  transit  freezing  as  noted  above." 

A  car  of  potatoes  which  graded  U.  S.  No.  1  at  shipping  point  may  ar- 
rive on  the  market  showing  transit  freezing  in  the  bottom  layer  of  sacks. 
After  the  location  and  distribution  of  the  freezing  Injury  has  been  describee 
under  "Condition,"    the  following  form  of  grade  statement  would  be  appropriate 
"Stock  grades  U.  S.  No.  1  except  in  those  sacks  showing  freezing  injury  as 
noted  above."    This  statement  means  that  the  potatoes  in  the  upper  layers  of 
sacks  grade  U.  S.  No.  1  and  in  the  bottom  layer  fail  to  grp.de  on  account  of 
freezing  injury. 

'Then  freezing  injury  is  do  distributed  as  to  indicate  that  it  occurred 
before  shipment,     it  should  be  reported  after  "Quality"  in  connection  with 
the  other  grade  defects.    A  car  of  potatoes  which  shows  grade  defects  in  ex- 
cess of  the  tolerance  and  also  shows  transit  freezing  "should  be  reported  be- 
low grp.de  paid  no  mention  made  of  transit  freezing  in  the  grade  statement. 
Likewise  a  cp.r  which  is  below  grade  on  account  of  scab,  cuts,  second-growth, 
etc.,  and  shows  decay  in  addition  should  be  reported  accordingly,  without 
specifically  mentioning  decay  in  the  grade  statement. 

2c.    ALKALINE  DEPOSIT  ON  WASHINGTON  APPLES 

W.  A.  Hilgeson,  of  the  7.renp„tchee  office,  wrote  as  follows  to  the 
New  York  City  office  in  a  letter  of  December  22,  and  the  information  is 
being  passed  along  for  other  inspectors :- 

"In  regard    to  the  apples  showing  blotches  of  what  appears  to  be 
spray-r'esidue,  our  experience  is  that  this  deposit  is  not  spray-residue  but 
is  an  alkaline  deposit  which  is  left  on  the  apple's  as  they  pass  through  the 
rinse— water.     If  these  blotches  are  not  too  severe,  the  oiled  wrpps  have  a 
tendency  to  absorb  a  considerable  portion  of  this  deposit.     If  the  deposit 
is  heavy  and  somewhat  gummy,  it  seems  that  the  oiled  wraps  have  little  effect 
and  the  blotches  will  show  distinctly  at  almost  any  future  date. 


(continued  oj/ar) 
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In  regard  to  some  houses  using  oiled  rags  or  rolls  to  cover  up  this 
blotching,  that  practice  .-.was  not  used  this  season  in  this  district  to  my 
knowledge,   though  last  season  one  of  the  houses  in  the  lower  end  of  the 
district  did  .use _ oiled  rolls  for  a  period  to  neutralize  the  excessive  alka- 
line deposit  on- the  apples;-    The  oil  used  is  a  preparation  very  similar  to 
that  used  on  Brogdexed  apples." 

3c     GIFT-BOXES  0?  WASHINGTON  APPLES  SOLD  IN  BOSTON 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  our  office,  ¥.  H.  Steinhauer,  in  charge 
of  the  Boston  inspection  office,  wrote  the  following  letter  on  Becember  lg:- 

"The  2, 695~box  load  of  Washington  Delicious  apples,  mentioned  in 
Division  Letter  of  December  12,  was  sold  by  Spooner-Brake  Co.  of  Boston. 
The  car  was  unloaded  Sunday,  December  iU,  and  the  last  lot  was  disposed  of 
this  morning. ■    The  load  arrived  in  good  condition,  as  there  were  only  four 
ullages.    Mr.  Bartlett  Spooner  advised  that  the  apples  were  sold  in  small 
lots  through  the  regular  trade  channels-  to  jobbers  and  retailers,  and  moved 
very  slowly  due  to  the  fact  that  there  were  no  special  features  to  make 
then  more  desirable  than  any  other  apples  of  Extra  Fancy  grade.     The  apples 
showed  sufficient  color  for  the  grade  but  there  was  no  uniformity  of  high 
color  to  create  a  demand  for  this  special  'quarter'  or  'gift'  package.-  Then 
again,  the  pack  in  most- boxes  was  only  fairly  tight,  with  some  barely  that, 
and  quite  a  fey/  apples  showed  noticeable  bruises.    Some  apples  showed  deep 
stei>-punctures.     I  "sampled  a  few  boxes  and  found  the  apples  to  be  exactly 
as  described  by  Mr.  Spooner.     Po  sum  up  his  contention,  -  and  I  believe  he 
is  right',  -  it  seems  that,   in  order  to  create  a  demand  for  a  package  of 
this  type,   the  apples  should  show:    uniformly  high  color,  the  lowest  pos- 
sible  minimum  of  defects,  and  the  pack  should  be  at  least  nearly  tight. 
The  package  is  small  enough  at  best,  and  anything  that  is  suggestive  of  a 
slightly  slack  pack  gives  a  buyer  the  impression  that  he  is  not  getting  his 
mo ney ' s  wo r th . 

"Incidentally,  Spooner-Brake  Co.  advised  the  shipper  of  the  car's 
shortcomings  and  the  contract  price  was  reduced.    The  shipper  advised  that 
this  was  the  first  carload  of  this  type  package  shipped  and  was  somewhat  in 
the  nature  of  an  experiment." 

c-np  t         4..  ts  R»  C.  BUTNER,  . 

bjiiii,  inspection  Taoles  on  Pages  „  .  „  T  ,  . 

  17      ,  -.).   e      .        T  Supervisor  of  Inspection. 

12,  13  and  14 of  this  D.L. 

OFFICE  NOTES: 


Mr.  Sherman  will- address  the  meeting  of  the  Boston  Market  Gardeners' 
Association,   in  Boston,  on  January  3  on  the  subject:-    "Future  of  Western 
Large-Scale  Truck-Crop  Production  and  What  It  Means  to  the  Eastern  Grower." 
On  January  S  and  9,  he  will  discuss  respectively:  '  "The  Provisions  and 
Operations  of  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act"  and  "State  and 
Federal  Apple  Grades,  Past,  Present  and  Future"  at  meetings  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Fruit  Growers'  Association,  Worcester,  Mass. 

A.  E.  Mercker,  Secretary  of  the  Interstate  Early  Potato  Committee, 
went  on  annual  leave  just  prior  to  Christmas  and  will  not  return  until 
about  January  5. 
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OPPICE  NOTES  (Continued)  : 

Mrs.  P.  B.  Parsons,  who  has  been  stenographer  in  Mr.  Boreels  office 
for  quite  a  number  of  months,  left  the  service,  effective  December  31. 
Miss  Mabelle  Lewis,  formerly  in  Mrs.  Mills'  office,  has  been  advanced  to 
the  position  vacated  by  Mrs.  Parsons. 

.       A.  S.  Mason,  who  has  been  assisting  with  inspection  work  in  Pitts- 
burgh, will  return  to  his  headquarters  in  New  York  City  early  next  week. 

S.  N.  Green,  who  has  been' making  trips  from  Chicago  to  the  U.  S. 
Naval  Training  Station  at  Great  Lakes,  111.,  will  now  be  located  permanently 
at  Great  Lakes  and  should  be  addressed  there  in  the  future. 

J.  B.  Owens,  who  was  on-  leave  in  South  Carolina,  has  now  gone  to  the 
Atlanta  office  of  the  Market  News.  Service. 

W.  D.  Googe  has  gone  from  the  Port  Worth  office  to  Brownsville, 
Texas,  where  he  will  begin  the  Usual  market  reports  on  vegetables  next 
Monday,  January  5* 

R.  M.  Peterson  should  now  be  addressed  at  Plant  City,  Pla.,  where 
he  has  begun  issuing  market  reports  on  strawberries  and  vegetables. 

Sympathy  is  extended  L.  S.  Penn,   in  charge  of  the  Salt  Lake  City 
.office,  in  the  death  of  his  father  at  Spokane,  Wash  * ,  on  December  22. 
Mr.  Penn  was  absent  from  Salt  ^ahe  a  few  days  to  attend  the  funeral. 

Par.  ha  in  the  last  Division  Letter  mentioned  the  post-card  reports 
of  shipments,  which  for  many  years  have  been  going  to  our  Spokane  office, 
before  being  sent  to  Washington  D.C.    A  change  in  arrangements  has  been  ef- 
fected "whereby  these  mail  reports  will  now  come  directly  to  the  Washington 
office.    No  change  has  been  made  regarding  the  similar  reports  which  go  first 
to  the  Los  Angeles  office. 

Practically  all  of  the  offices  of  the  Market  ^ews  Service  published 
attractive  Christmas  decorations  on  their  mimeographed  market  reports  just 
before  Christmas.    J.  G.  Scott,  of  the  Philadelphia  office,  prepared  a  neat 
card  by  the  photographic  process,  the  card  showing  a  large  basket  filled 
with  numerous  vegetables  and  conveying  holiday-greetings. 

P.        Hobb  expects  to.  leave  Washington    about  January  7  and  travel 
to  Phoenix,  Arizona,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  and  addressing  a  meeting 
of  The  Western  Pru.it  Jobbers  Association  of  America,  January  13  to  l6,  on 
the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act.    He  will  also  address  members 
of  the  trade  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  January  8  and  at  New  Orleans  on  January  9 
while  enroute  to  Phoenix.     Mr.  Robb  will  later  proceed  to  California,  Y/here 
he  will  spend  a  few  days  and  will  probably  stop  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
and  in  Colorado  on  the  return-trip.  On  December  l6  Mr.  Robb  made  a  trip  to 
Baltimore  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  P.A.C.  Act  before  the  local ~ 
branch  of  the  National  League  of  Commission  Merchants  and  other  dealers. 
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OFFICE  HOTES  (Continued): 

■  Oi,  K.  Walleigh,  who  for  the  past  months  has  been  dividing  his  time 
"between  Center  Market  and  the  Licensing  work  under  the  PoA.C.  Act,  was  of- 
ficially transferred  to.  the  latter  work  on  January  1*     Center  Market  was 
closed  on  December  31>  and  will  he  razed  to  make  way  for  Government  building- 
projects. 

W.  L.  Evans  will  address  a  meeting  of  the  Maryland  State  Horticultural 
Society  at  Baltimore  on  January  7«    He  will  explain  the  provisions  of  the 
Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act. 

W.  H.  Stay,  cooperative  inspector  in  California,   is- joint-author  .of 
an  article  on  Co ache 13a Valley  Bermuda  Onions  in  the  California  Dept.  of 
Agriculture  monthly  bulletin  for  November,  193° •  <     -  ' 

0.  G.  Strauss,  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  in  Florida.,  moved  his 
headquarters  some  time  ago  from  Winter  Haven  to  Orlando,  and  should  no?/  be 
addressed  at  P.O.  Box  1SS,  Orlando,  Fla. 

WOTS :    To  conserve  filing-space  in  Washington,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  throw  away  all  the  surplus  copies  of  the  D.L.  for  year  1927 •     If  any 
office  lacks  file-copies  of  the  1927  Division  Letters,  request  for  the 
missing  copies  should  be  made  at  once  to  Washington. 

W.  P.  Allewelt,  in  charge  of  the  Federal-State  Shipping-Point  Inspec- 
tion Service  in  California,   spent  the  third  week  of  December  at  points  in 
Imperial  Valley  and  attending  the  California  Fruit    Growers'  Convention  at 
Los  Angeles. 
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FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LETTER- 
( Is sued  every  Friday) 

■  CONFIDENTIAL 
Not  for  publication. 

la.    ADMINISTRATION  OE  PRODUCE  AGENCY  ACT  AGAIN  COMPLIMENTED 

The  following  letter  has  been  received  concerning  the  successful 
handling  of  complaints  "by  C.  R.  Newton  and  0.  If,*  Harsha  under  the  Produce 
Agency  Act : 

"You  will  be  relieved  to  know  that  the  Directors  of  the   ■_ 

Association  finally  distributed  the  railroad  claims.    We  received  ours 

today  through  our  tennant,  Mr.  .    He,  Mr.   J,  and  the  others 

received  their  checks  Wednesday,  2Uth  inst.    We  all  agree  that  it  was 
only  through  your  efforts  that  these  monies  were  returned  to  us,  and  we 
appreciate  greatly  what  you  have  done. 

"So  far  as  the  other  restitution  stuns  are  concerned,  nothing  more 
has  been  done.    None  of  us  have  heard  from  the  -Association  or  its  members 
directly,  and  we  know  it  is  only  because  your  Bureau  is  helping  us  that 
we  will  get  anything  at  all.    However,  we  are  greatful  for  what  we  have 
received  in  claims.     It  has  at  least  put  new  hope  in  us  that  the  larger 
'sums  may  be'  forthcoming  soon.    We  shall  all  "be  glad  when  the  matter  is 
finally  settled, 

"With  thanks  for  your  interest  and  trusting  the  coming  year  will 
bring  to  you  and  yours  full  measure  of  health,  happiness  and  prosperity." 

A  few  weeks  ago,  The  B.A.E.  News,  published  the  following  item;- 
A  shipper,  whose  complaint  under  the  Produce  Agency  Act,  resulted 
in  his  receiving  .$996^+0  from  the  defendant,  in  full  settlement  of  his  ac- 
count, writes  the  Division  of  Emits  and  Vegetables;     "This  is  to  advise 
that  .  has  paid  his  account  with  us  in  full.     I  wish  to  thank  you 

for  the  assistance  you  have  rendered  us  in  making  this  settlement.     If  it 
was  not  for  the  Produce  Agency  Act,  «and  the  way  it  is  enforced  by  the 
Department,  we  would  hove  been  compelled  to-  go  to  Pittsburgh  and  start 
litigation  that  no  one  could  tell  when  and  where  it  would  have  finished." 

2a.    POTATO  FUTURES  ON  CHICAGO  MERCANTILE  EXCHANGE 

"The  Daily  Digest"  of  the  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture  contained 
the  following  item  on  January  3i- 

Trading  in  future  deliveries  of  potatoes  will  begin  on  the  Chicago 
Mercantile  Exchange  on  January  12,  according  to  a  Chicago  dispatch  today. 
The  first  trading  will  be  In  Idaho  Russets  for  March  delivery.     It  is 
planned  later  to  add  a  round-white  potato  delivery.     The  United  States 
No.  1  grading  will  be  used,  but  with  a  few  changes,  making  the  Exchange 
requirements  slightly  higher.11 


(Page  19) 
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To.    Ah  ATDITION  TO ,  WIRE-REPORTS  OE  SHIPMENTS  "  ' 

The  list  of  products,  as  .published  in  Par.  he.  of  the  D.L.  for 
December  19,  1930,  was  incomplete.  In  addition  to  the  commodities  listed 
in  that  article,  turnips  (and  rutabagas)  are  included  among  the  products 
on  which  telegraphic  reports  of  shipments  were  "begun  on  January  1,  1931* 
Mail  reports  have  been  received  for  many  years  on  turnips  and  rutabagas. 
These  will  be  continued  hut,  in  addition,  daily  wire-reports  will  now  be 
received  on  those  products. 

2b.     LIGHT  HOVEIEHT  OE  SOUTHERN  ELOR IDA  VEGETABLES 

The  very  high  price  of  snap  beans  in  Florida  is  mentioned  by 
V.  H.  Nicholson  in  his  letter  of  January  3  from  Miami :~ 

"Shipments  of  South  Florida  vegetables  have  been  very  light  this  week. 
The.  movement  of  "beans,  tomatoes  and'  peppers  was  retarded  by  the  rains  and 
cold  weather,  as  well  as  by  the  dull  markets  during  the  holiday  period.  With 
the  exception  of  returns  for  beans,  prices  have  -been  very  low  and  the  f.o.b. 
markets  dull. 

"Shipments  of  snap  "beans  have  averaged  close  to  five  cars  daily. 
Because  of  the  cold  weather  and  rains,  quality  has  been  variable  and  there 
has  been  a  wide  range  in  the  stock  offered  at  Pompano  this  week.    Until  yes- 
terday, most  of  the  beans  we're  of  only  fair  quality,  but  shippers  now  report 
some  improvement. 

"Prices  have  been  the  highest  since  the  fail  of  1928.    On  Monday, 
Bountiful s  sold  mostly  around  $6,  with  a  few  fine  quality  as  high  as  $8. 
Bi.it  yesterday  the  same  variety  sold  mostly  a.t  $7~$8,  with  a'  few  sales  as 
high  as  $9  per  bushel  hamper.    However,  it  is  probable  that  prices  will  be 
somewhat  lower  next  week,  as  shipments  are  expected  to  increa.se  slightly. 

"The  tomato  market  has  been  practically  demoralized..   Nearly  all  the 
shipments  this  week. have  been  consigned,  because  buyers  were  afraid  of  the 
quality.     Shipments  have  increased  somewhat,  but  are  still  rather  light. 
Several  shippers • are  expecting  better  conditions  to  prevail  next  week,  as 
most  of  the  poor-quality  has  been  moved. 

"During  the  last  few  days,  there  has  been  considerable  activity  on 
the  part  of  tomato  growers  south  of  here.-  Mr.  Steffani,  County  Agricultural 
"Agent  at  Homestead,  reports  that  several  growers  are  cleaning-off  new  land 
and  planting  a  considerable  number  of  seed-beds..  'According  to  his  reports, 
the  acreage  this  spring  will  probahly  be  increased  over  that  of  last  spring, 
hut  most  of  the  acreage  will  be  planted  a  little  later  than  usual  and  the 
early  crop  may  he  rather  light. 

"Carlot  shipments  of  peppers  have  been  limited.    However,  the  prices 
improved  only  slightly.    Most   .lots  at ' Pompano  have  sold  around  $1*50  for 
Fancy  stock,  which  is  an  increase  of  about  50^  over  the. market  of  a  few  days 
ago.  .  Yesterday  shipments  were  much  heavier,  and  prices  will  probably  be 
down  again  in  -a  few  days . "  ,'  .  •■ 

2^o.  '  RECENT  MARKETING  SUI.1IARY 

A  summary  on  "Marketing  Florida  Strawberries  in  193°>"  "by  R«  Wi 
Peterson,  has  recently  been  distributed. 
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y°>    WISCONSIN  POTATO  PF:  I  CSS  ADTOCS 

The  following  letter  of  January  2  fras  received  from  C.  D.  Schoolcraft, 
at  Waupaca.,  Wis.: 

"Potato  prices  advanced  after  Christmas  from  a  level  of  $1.15~$1.25 
■  to  a  range  the  first  part  of  this  week  of  $1.35~$1.40  per  100  pounds  of 
U.  S.  No.  1  quality.     It  must  "be  remembered  that  there  is  considerable  stock 
"being  shipped  ungraded,  and  sone  that  does  make  the  grade  "out  is  still  very 
ordinary,  end  there  is  really  no  market  on  this  class  of  potatoes.  Sone 
sales  of  such  cars  are  reported  as  much  as  15^-20^  below  the  market  on  good 
stock,  and  the  poorest  of  these  cars  are  practically  all  consigned  or  rolled 
for  sale  on  track  in  Chicago.     The  price  to  growers  on  bulk  stock  has 
strengthened  to  $1  per  cwt.  at  nearly  all  points,  but  deliveries  have  been 
1 i  ght  s  i  nc  e  Chr i  s  tmas . 

"Shipments  from  Wisconsin  through  December  31  were  4,850  errs,  as 
against  7j600  by  the  same  time  last  season.     This  would  indicate  that  a 
larger  percentage  of  the  crop  is  being  held  in  the  State  now  than  was  the 
case  last  year.    Estimates  place  the  holdings  of  merchantable  potatoes  be- 
tween 6,000  and  6,500  cars.     The  greater  portion  of  this  stock  is  in  the 
hands  of  farmers,  and  such  is  likely  to  be  the  case  unless  the  market  turns 
sharply  upward.    Dealers  are  not  inclined  to  buy  much  beyond  their  immediate 
needs,  and  generally  through  this  section  they  are  rather  pessimistic  about 
the  future  market  prospects. 

"Distribution  has  ranged  a  little  further  eastward  during  the  past 
two  weeks,  largely  as  a  result  of  the  strengthening  of  Maine  prices,  and 
for  the  first  time  this  year  Wisconsin  potatoes  are  moving  in  quantity  into 
Detroit  and  a  few  into  Cleveland.'1 

Ub.     IDAHO  POTATO  I.JBKBT  DEVELOPS  WEAKNESS 

In  a  letter  of  January  2  from  Idaho  Falls,  L.  C.  Tate  sent  the 
following  report  on  the  Idaho  potrto  situation:- 

"The  potrto  market  developed  weakness  today,  following  the  rise  in 
temperature  that  prevails  over  the  State.    A  light  but  lasting  snowstorm 
fell  in  all  parts  of  the  Snake  River  Valley  but,  with  temperatures  of  over 
20°  for  the  first  time  in  weeks,  hauling  was  quite  active.    Dealers  look 
forward  to  liberal  offerings  from  farms  during  the  coming  week,  but  most 
Atnem  feel  that  movement  will  soon  slow  down  again  because  of  the  low  prices 
which  are  in  prospect. 

"The  market  weakness  here  today  is  not  entirely  a  natural  condition. 
About  four  weeks  ago  the  dealers  in  the  lower  vrlley  organized  and  adopted 
a  resolution  to  discontinue  all  consignments  of  potatoes  to  terminal  mar- 
kets.   A  short  time  later,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  upper  valley  for  the 
same  purpose.    This  action  has  been  published  in  the  trade  newspapers  on 
several  occasions,   so  that  it  has  become  quite  generally  known  to  the  out- 
side trade,   irrespective  of  the  information  they  may  have  had  through 
private  correspondence.     This  has  resulted  in  a.  sort-of  deadlock  between 
shippers  and  terminal  market  brokers." 

^b.     LIST- OF  PIE  LP  STATIONS 

Enclosed  with  this  D.L*  is  a  list  of  the  temporary  field  stations 
of  the  Market  News  Service  which  wre  opened  during  the  year  1930*     It  would 
be  well  to  keep  this  list  for  future  reference. 
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5b .     PEAK  IfOVELlEITT  COI.ZPLETED  OF  ARIZOITA  WINTER  LETTUCE 

■On .December  30,  3.  E.  Surry  wrote  as-  follows  in  a  letter  fron 
Phoenix,  Arizona:— 

HThe  peak    in  shipments  of  Arizona  lettuce  v&s  readied  on  December 
27,  when  17b  cars  were  noved,  151  of  these  originating  in  the  Salt  River 
Valley.    The  heaviest  shipment  last  season  occurred  on  December  28>,  1929, 
when- 139  cars  were  shipped  from  the  State. 

"Present  prospects  are  for  slightly  over  3»000  cars  from  the  Valley 
by  January  10,  with  Yuma  and  Casa  Grande  sections  bringing  the  total  for 
the  State  to  approximately  4,000  cars.     There  is  still  plenty  of  lettuce 
in  the  fields,  but  the  quantity  harvested  after  the  first  of  the  year  will 
depend  upon  the  condition  of  eastern  markets  and  the  increase  in  shipments 
from  Imperial  Valley. 

"during  the  past  week,  shippers  have  been  troubled  with  frost— damage, 
which  has  injured  the  appearance  of  practically  all  shipments.  Solidity 
has  been  fairly  good  but  sizes  are  generally  smaller,  due  to  the  cold  weath- 
er.    Slightly  more  than  half  of  the  shipments  are  made  up  of  five-dozens, 
with  sixes  composing  about  5$  °f  the  total,  and  the  remainder  fours. 

"Cash  buying  has  been  very  light,   owing  to  quality  and  to  the  prices 
quoted  in  the  eastern  markets.     Most  of  the  large  shippers  have  rolled 
practically  all  of  their  output,  and  either  sold  by  wire  or  consigned  their 
shipments.     They  have  been  reluctant  to  sell  at  any  price  quoted  by  the 
cash  buyers.    Between  80^  and  90$  of  the  cars  shipped  last  week  were  rolled 
unsold.     The  cash  f.o.b.  market  weakened  after  Christmas  from  a  range  of  ^ 
^1.65— $1.75  to  $1.25-$1.50  on  Sunday,  December  28.    At  present,  the  market 
is  very  dull,  with  a  few  sales  being  made  around  $1.25*-$1«35  Per  crate  of 
generally-good  quality." 

6b.    I.AIIJE  POTATO  PRICES  UP  AND  DOM 

W.  D.  Hull  sent  the  following  inf ormation  from  Presque.Isle  in  a 
letter  of  January  5*~ 

"The -Maine  potato  market  is  reacting  from  the  heavy  offerings  during 
the  early  part  of  last  week.    Mild  weather  and  a  $2  street  price,  for  which 
the  growers  had  been  waiting,  made  a  temptation  which  they  could  not  resist 
and,  as  a  result,  haulings  were  very  liberal,  especially  to  the  sidings  at 
outlying  country  points.     On  Wednesday,  many  of  the  shippers  dropped  the 
street  price  to    $1.90  per  barrel.    This  had  the  desired  result  and  haulings 
were  sharply  reduced,  giving  the  shippers  an  opportunity  to  handle  their 
accumulated  stocks. 

"Terminal  markets  were  off  about  5^  &  sack  on  Wednesday  and  wire- 
inquiry  was  not  so  brisk,  ad  though  stock  continued  to  move  quite'  freely  on 
an  f.o.b.  basis  of  $1.40  sacked  per  cwt.    Throughout  the'  latter  part  of  the 
week,  city  dealers  were  offering  $1-35  per  cwt.  but  no  sales  were  reported 
at  that  price.    Local  dealers  would  not  a.ccept  any  order  for  less  than  $1.40. 
Each  shipper  seemed  to  be  willing  to  do  less  business  and  let  someone  else 
be  the  first  to  accept  the  lower  offers. 

"This  slight  weakening  of  the  potato  market  was  not  unexpected  by  the 
trade.     In  fact,  many  thought  it  would  go  lower  than  it  did.    However,   they  | 
believe  it  to  be  merely  a  temporary  condition  and  expect  the  market  to  rally 
within  a  few  da.ys." 
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7 ° .     COLORADO  POTATO  MOVEMENT  HEAVIER  BUT  ONIONS  LIGHTER  THAU  LAST  YEAR 
The  following  letter  cf  January  3  was  received  from  Bryce  Morris, 
of  the  Denver  office:- 

"Potato;  prices  in  Colorado    advanced  slightly  as  the  year  closed, 
reaching  the  top  in  San  Luis  Valley  of  41  per  cwt.  on  No.  1  Brown  Beautys 
and  ^1.0 5-;$  1.10  on  McClures.  '  However,  a  weakness  has  developed  the  past 
two  days,  with  prices  5^-10^  lower  than  those  prevailing  "before  New  Year's 
Day. 

"As  anticipated  last  week,   shipments  from  northern  Color a.do  increased 
materially,  reaching  the  highest  day1 s  movement  on  late  potatoes  from  that 
section  this  season  with  3H  cars  out  January  2.    Prices  advanced  more  rapidly 
in  the  northern  district ' early  this  week  than~at  other  points  in  Colorado, 
with  some  dealers  offering  $1  or  more  per  cwt*  for  U.  S.  No.  1  stock.  Most 
growers  were  offered  gO^  for  potatoes  as  they  lay  in  the  cellar,  without 
sorting,   for  immediate  shipment  December  31  and  January  1.    But  since  outside 
demand  did  not  keep  pace  with  higher  prices  at  shipping-points,  dealers  were 
offering -about  10^  per  cwt.'  less  Friday  than  on  the  previous  high  mark.  Some 
shippers  in  the  State  are  pessimistic  in  their  view  and  believe  that,  since 
the  January  rise  in  market  failed  to  sustain  the  slightly  higher  level, 
prices  will  now  drop  "back  to  their  low  point  of  a  month  ago.. 

"The  Carbondale  and  Montrose  sections  have  shipped  slightly  more  cars 
the  past  week  than  in  previous  periods  this  fall,  but  the  movement  was  still 
comparatively  light.    They  have  thrice-weekly  train  service  in  the  Montrose 
section  now,   so  that  onion  and  potato  shipments  vary  considerably  on  the  al- 
ternate days.  .  Colorado  has  now  shipped  over  10,200  cars  of  pdtatoes,  com- 
pared with  9, 500  at  this  time  a  year  ago.    Many  dealers  still  believe  that 
the  State  will  ship  between  19,500  and  20,000  cars  for  the  I93O-3I  season. 

"The  onion  movement  has  maintained  approximately  the  same  proportion- 
ate rate  of  shipment  throughout  the  fall  and  winter.     The  Arkansas  Valley  has 
now  loaded  722  cars,  compared  with  1,208  at  this  time  last. season  and  a 
•  final  movement  of  2,552  cars.     Since  many  shippers  hold  that  not  over  600 
more  cars  will  be  moved  from  this  area,  it  is  probable  that  the  season  total 
will  range  between  1,200  and  1,300  cars  from  the  Arkansas.  Valley.    On  the 
Western  Slope,  the  market  has  been  dull  to  weak.    Growers  were  receiving  25^ 
per  cwt.  for  bulk  Yellow  Danvers,  IT.  S.  No.  1  quality.     Carlot  sales  of  65$ 
two-inches  and  up  were    iuhclo"    at  55^-60^  per  cwt.,  with  demand  very  slow. 
The  movement  from  the  Western  Slope  is  now  considerably  under  one-half  that 
of  last  season,  with  293  cars  moved  to  Friday "night,  compared  with  707  at  % 
this  time  last  year  and  a  final  of  1,295  cars.     In  northern  Colorado,  the 
discrepancy  is  even  greater,  where  28  cars  have  moved  to  date,  compared  to 
91  at  this  time  last  season.    According  to  the  reports  of  dealers  and  ware- 
house-men that  the  shrinkage  in  storage  has  been  heavier  than  anticipated, 
it  is  quite  probable  that  the  final  Colorado  shipments  will  remain  in  the 
approximate  proportion  of  present  shipments  to  last  year's  movement." 

Sb.    WESTEPiN  NEW  YORK  PRODUCE  MARKET  DULL  . 

The  condition  of  the  fru.it  and  vegetable  market  in  western  New  York 
is  described  by  R.  L.  Sutton,  of  the  Rochester  office,  in  a  letter  dated 
January  S,.  as  follows 

"Marketing  activity  has  shown  considerable  dullness  during  the  past 
seven  days.    Practically  all  lines  moved  slowly  at  about  unchanged  prices. 

(continued  over) 
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"Celery  met  with  a  moderate  demand,  "but  the  offerings  were  light 
and  the  quality  of  most  of  the  shipments  only  fair  to  ordinary.    The  latest 
report  of  holdings  on  January  2  indicates  approximately  H+5  cars  yet  in 
storage.    However,  most  dealers  are  either  cleaned— up  or  have  only  a  small 
quantity  of  celery  to  offer.     This  would  indicate  that  most  of  the  remaining 
celery  is  in  the  hands  of  a  few  operators,  who  bought  some  time  ago  and  are 
holding  the  stock  in  these  storages  for  their  terminal  trade.    After  this 
week,   the  Hew  York  celery  deal  will  have  become  a  matter  of  history.  Florida 
and  Ca.lifornia  will  take  care  of  the  requirements  for  the  balance  of  the 
winter  and  spring. 

"There  is  a  general  complaint  among  the  dealers  over  lack  of  business 
in  apples.    Even  at  the  low  prices  prevailing,  only  very  limited  quantities 
of  fru.it  can  be  sold.    The  export  movement  is  increasing,  but  the  majority 
of  the  shipments  consist  of  consignments  rather  than  of  cars  sold  on  an 
f.o.b.  'basis* 

" Cabbage  constitutes  a  greater  volume  than  any  other  commodity  now 
moving  from  the  western  Hew  York  territory.     Shipments  last  week  averaged 
close  to  70  cars  daily.    The  demand  has  been  only  fair.    There  has  been  some 
accumulation  of  loaded  cars  on  track  at  shipping-points,  and,  with  the  limi- 
ted number  of  f.o.b.  sales,  shippers  have  had  to  take  advantage  of  all  market 
information  available,   in  order  to  select  markets  for  consigning.  Shipments 
to  date  have  totaled  almost  9,100  cars,  compared  with  8,800  to  the  same  time 
last  season.    There  is  much  speculation  as  to  the  quantity  remaining  in 
storage,  various  estimate s  placing  the  amount  at  3j°00  to  3>  500  cars. 

"Onions  and  carrots  continue  to  remain  in  the  inactive  class.    This  >4 
is  more  true  in  the  case  of  carrots.    However,  onions  have  sold  very  slowly 
and  the  market  has  continued  dull  for  several  weeks.     Storage  holdings  for 
both  onions  and  carrots  are  being  reduced  slowly,  with  the  probability  that 
heavy  supplies  during  the  late  winter  will  work  as  a.  deterent  toward  the 
realization  of  any  high  prices. 

"Potatoes  employ  the  interest  of  a  large  number  of  growers  and  ship- 
pers in  this  territory,  but  the  movement  by  rail  does  not  assume  important 
proportions.    Of  course,  the  shipments  are  so  stretched-out  that  the  total 
assumes  several  thousand  cars  for  the  season,   although  the  daily  loadings 
rarely  exceed  35  or  ^0  cars.    The  prevailing  f.o.b.  price  centers  mostly 
around  $2.35  £°r  carlo.ts  of  150-pound  sacks  of  Round  Yftdtes,  U.  S.  Ho.  1 
grade.    Quotations  a,re  made  regularly  on  the  basis  of  U.  S.  Ho.  1  grade,  al- 
though it  is  generally  known  that  considerable  of  the  shipments  so  quoted 
did  not  or  would  not  pass  inspection  for  that  grade.     Shippers  in  western 
Hew  York  pla.ce  considerable  importance  in  and  watch  with  keen  interest  the 
Presque  Isle  f.o.b.  prices  "and  conditions.    The  Maine  lead  is  quickly  fol- 
lowed by  Hew  York  shippers.    Growers  are  obtaining  mostly  75^  bulk  per 
bushel,  for  their  tubers  at  this  time." 

9b .    LATE  HEWS  OH  MICH  I  GAIT  0HI0HS  AHD  POTATOES 

On  Ja.nua.ry  3,  R.  E.  Keller  \7rote  as  follows  from  Grand  Rapids :- 
"After  the  Christmas  holidays,  the  onion  dealers  were  anticipating 
an    increased  demand  and  a  strengthening  in  prices,   similar  to  the  improve- 
ment after       •  Thanksgiving,  but  so  far  the  expected  increase  has  failed  to  | 
materialize.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  survey  of  the  late-crop  storage  onion 
situation  gives  little  hope  for  any  improvement.     Only  about  12  weeks 
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remain  for  shipping  the  balance  of  the  crop,  of  which  the  shippers  estimate 
over  2,100  errs  for  Michigan  alone.     Thus,  Michigan  will  have  to  load  out  . 
approximately  30  cars  daily  for  the  remainder  of  the  season,  to  move,  her 
crop.    Taking  into  consideration  the  heavy  holdings  in  the  other  producing 
centers,   it  appears  almost  certain  that  the  shippers  will  have  to  continually 
force  their  stock  on  the  market,  to  move  the  remainder  of  their  holdings,  and 
thus  will  eliminate  any  substantial  price-increase.     In  fact,  many  of  the 
shippers  are  voicing  the  opinion  that  a  lot  of  the  onions  will  never  get  to 
the  market. 

"Most  of  the  storage  stock  is  in  the  hands  of  growers,  who  are  now 
becoming  a  little  anxious  and  are  selling  or  consigning.    Also  a.  lot  of  the 
produce  is  in  the  hands  of  cash-buyers  and  shippers,  who  have  been  waiting 
for  higher  prices  to  unload  their  purchases.    The  cash-operators  are  getting 
nervous  and  some  of  them  are  offering  stock  at  the  present  market  price. 
Most  of  the  onions  were  bought  at  prices  ranging  65$M>  1  Per  cwt.  from  the. 
farmer  in  bulk,  a  price  higher  than  the  present  carlo t  market,  when  storage 
and  sa.cks  are  added—in.     So,  a,  lot  of  the  operators  stand  to  lose  heavily, 
if  the  market  does  not  pick-up. 

"Potatoes  are  still  moving  in  very  light' .quantities,  the  total  carlot 
movement  to  date  being  759  car's.    Prices  advanced  sharply  just  after  Christ- 
mas, but  the  advance  did  not  seem  to  affect  the  loadings  much.    Michigan  just 
has  not  the  potatoes  to  ship  this  season.11 

10b.     FRENCH  ENDIVE  GROWN  IN  CALIFORNIA 

In  writing  recently  to  a  correspondent  in  Manitoba,  Canada,  the  fol- 
lowing information  on  French  endive  was  included  in  a  letter  of  C.  J.  Hansen, 
of  the  San  Francisco  office:-  , 

"French  endive  is  grown  around  San  Francisco,  chiefly  in  the  vicinity 
of  HaTf  Moon  Bay  and  Watsonville.     It  is  produced  quite  extensively  in  these 
area's.    Watsonville  ships  French  endive  in  large  quantities  to  many  of  the 
eastern  cities.     It  sells  by  the  pound,  the  wholesale  price  ranging  25^-35^ 
at  all  times.    Most  of  the  stock  retails  at  U0^-50^  per  pound.    The  demand 
for  this  commodity  is  noticeably  limited  on  the  San  Francisco  market. 

"We  also  have  the  'chicory  endive',  or  'chicory  lettuce'  as  it  is 
commonly  called.     It  is  produced  in  practically  every  district  where  lettuce 
is  grown  and  is  usually  sold  by  the  crate,  the  wholesale  price  ranging  75^-$l 
per  lettuce  crate." 

lib.    APPLE  VENDER  PROFITS 

A  Philadelphia  dispatch  today  (Jan.  6)  says  that  2, 600  "street-corner 
venders  of  apples  realized  a  profit  of  $ 5I+ , 3I4U 5  between  Nov.  2U,and 
Dec.  27,  a  firm  of  public  accountants  reported  yesterday  to  Mayor  Mackey. 
During  that  time  25,39^  boxes  of  apples,  in  addition. to  1,3S3  boxes  of  tan- 
gerines, were  sold  by  jobless  men  and  women  to  whom  city  permits  were  issued. 
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number  of  employees,  are  requested  to  observe  the  names -of  individuals, 
whom  the  D.L..  is  sent  each  week.    Advise  us  of  necessary  changes. 
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1  2b .    USLOAD  REPORTS  OF  C-PEAT  IMPORTANCE 

There  are  probably  but  few  who  realize  the  great  importance  with 
which  our  -unload  reports  have  come  to  the  regarded  in  recent  years*  They 
are  used  very  extensively,     not  only  "by  the  produce  trade,  carriers,  traf- 
fic   agencies,  etc.,  but  also  by  a  large  number  of  research,  investigational 
and  publicity  organizations,  business  agencies  and  commercial  concerns. 
So  great  has  been  the  demand  for  such  information  that,  as  soon  as  possible, 
we  expect  to  obtain  reports. from  several  additional  cities  and  for  an  in- 
creased number  of  commodities. 

In  connection  with  the  monthly  unload  reports,  which  are  prepared  by 
the  various  market  stations,  complaints  are  frequently  received  because  of 
the  variations  in  their  form  and  content.  .  Similarly,  we  are  asked  whether 
certain  valuable  features  of  some  reports  cannot  be  included  in  others. 

In  view  of  the  widespread  use  which  is  made  of  these  unload  figures, 
it  seems  advisable  that  they  be  presented  with  a  greater  degree  of  uniformi- 
ty than  exists  at  present.    To  that  end,  all  market- station  representatives 
are  requested  to  revise  or  enlarge  their  monthly . reports,   so  that  they  will 
conform  to  the  following  suggestions:    •    ,.      .  ... 

Probably  the  greatest  value  of  unloads  is  in  making  comparisons  with 
the  corresponding  figures  for  previous  months  and  years.    Comparisons  with 
the  previous  month  are  usually  not  as  important  as  those  with  the  same  month 
of  previous  years,  due  to  the  changing  list  of  commodities  on  the  markets 
as  the  season  advances.     In  addition  to  such  monthly  comparisons,  it  is  also 
valuable  to  show  totals  of  each  commodity  for  the  year  to  date,  as  compared 
with  one  or  more  previous  years.    Presumably  the  previous  records  are  avail- 
able to  those  interested  in  the  unload  figures,  but  it  is  much  more  conven- 
ient to  have  such  data  all  presented  on  each  report. 

There  are  three  groupings  of ■ the  unload  figures  which  we  believe 
should  appear  on  each  report:- 

1.  Totals  by  commodities,,  with  comparisons  with  the  corresponding  month 
of  the  previous  year  and  the. totals  for  the  year  to  date.  It 
seems  to  be  preferable  to  give  this  first  place  in  the  report, 
since  for  many  purposes  it  it  only  these  totals  which  are  desired. 

2.  -Totals  by  States  of  origin,  with  comparisons. 

3.  Detailed  list,   showing  States  of  origin  of  each  commodity  during  the 
current  month,   supplemented  by  a  comparison  with  the  same  month 

of  the  previous  year.  ■ 

Arrivals  and  diversions  may  be  included,  whenever  such  information  is 
of  value.     Truck  receipts,  of  course,  are  to  be  included  with  the  unload 
reports  wherever  available.     These  may  be  combined  with  the  carlo t  figures 
to  show  total  supplies,  but  separate  lists  and  comparisons  of  the  carlot 
figures  should  also  be  given. 

Such  a  program  will,  add  materially  to  some  of  the  present  unload 
reports.,  but  it  is  believed  that  this  is  justified  by  their  importance. 
After  the  arrangement  is  once  worked- out,   the  inclusion  of  comparative  fig- 
ures from  previous  reports  will  not  add  greatly  to  the  work  of  preparation. 

A  set  of  November  unload  reports  from  the  various,  off ices  is  being 
mailed  under  separate  cover  to  each  market  station,  aaid  a  study  of  these 
will  Illustrate  the  types  of  comparisons  and  the  arrangements  referred-to 
above.     It  is  hoped  that  these  suggestions  will  be  incorporated  in  all  Janu- 
ary reports.    Each  office  is  again  requested  to  send  to  Washington  30  extra 
copies  of- the  January  unloads,  in  order  that  a  further  comparison  of  ideas 
and  results  can  be  made.    These  extra  reports  should  be  mailed  in  a  separate 
envelope  and  should  be  addressed"  to  'Miss'Mabelle  Lewis;  I?»  &  V.  Division. 

33.  C.  BOHEE,  Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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1 c .    WARNING  TO  INSPECTORS 

Recently  the  expression  of  an  opinion  "by  an  inspector,   regarding  a 
diagnosis  which  was'  leter  found  to  "be  incorrect,  has  "been  misused  by  the 
trade.     Inspectors  must  "be  extremely  cautious  in  their  remarks  about  diseas- 
es and  injuries,  found  in  shipments  of  fruits  and  vegetables.    Ability  on 
the  part  of  inspectors  to  talk  intelligently  to  the  trade  about  the  nature 
and  causes  of  various  diseases  and  injuries:  is  very  desirable  and  tends  to 
increase  confidence  in  the  service.     There  are  certain  common  troubles  which 
are  known  to  everybody  in  the  trade  and  to  all  inspectors.     On  the  other 
hand,  there  may  be  forms  of  decay  or  other  trouble,   the  nature  of  which  the 
inspector  may  feel  reasonably  sure  of,  but  which  he  is  not  prepared  to  name 
with  certainty.     In  such  cases,  he  should  express  no  opinions  but  should 
inform  the  applicant  that  samples  are  being  sent  to  a  pathologist,  who  will 
diagnose  the  trouble,  and  a  report  will  be  given  to  him  as  soon  as  possible. 
When  a  disease  is  encountered,  on  which  reliable  information  cannot  be  ob- 
tained, the  only  safe  policy  to  pursue  is  to  describe  the  nature  of  the 
trouble  rather  fully,  without  attempting  to  name  it,  and  so  avoid  the  risk 
of  an  incorrect  diagnosis. 

2c.    NET  NECROSIS  IN  MAINS  POTATOES 

Potatoes  from  Maine  are  showing  net  necrosis  again  this  year",  and 
the  question  arises  as  to  the  degree  of  this  injury 'permit ted  in  U.  S. 
Grade  No.  1.     In  some  markets  it  has  been  the  policy  for  some  time  to  allow 
one-half  inch  net  necrosis  in  medium-sized  potatoes.     If,  by  cutting  at  the 
stem-end  of  the  potato,  a  half-inch  slice  removes  .the  net  necrosis,  it  should" 
be  disregarded,  but,   if  it  extends  into  the  potato  more  than  a  half- inch, 
it  should  be  scored  as  a.  grade  defect*   ■  ■ 

3c     CALIFORNIA  NOTES 

The  following  items  have  been  taken-  from  California  "Inspectors' 
Notes"  issued  at  Sacramento  on  December  . 26  and  January  2:- 

■  Up  to  December  29,  about  17  shippers  had,  joined  the,  Imperial  Valley 
Produce  Exchange,  which  is  conducting  the  f.cb.  auction  at  El  Centre 
Federal— S't  ate  inspection  is  used  on  all  cars,  of  let tuce  .loaded  by  this  or- 
ganization.   Thirty-four  cars  were  certified  on  December  29  an&  by  next  week 
shipments  will  be  going  strong.    According  to  reports,   the  frost  has  done 
some  damage  but  not  as  much  as  was  expected,  considering  the  low  temperature? 
the  past.  week.     The  freezing-injury  is  pretty  well  confined  to  the  edges  of 
the  wrapper  leaves  and  "is  easily  trimmed  off.    The  No.  6  strain  shows  no 
freezing- injury.    P.  V.  Stay,  a  cooperative  Federal-State  inspector,  is 
•supervising  the  work  of  13  inspectors  in  Imperial  Valley. 

.'.  The  quality  of  celery  in  the  San  Diego  district  is  ,nbt  as  good  as 
the  growers  and  shippers  expected.     Some  fields  show,  considerable  pith, 
while  other  show  worm- 111  jury.     The  frost  has  done  some  "damage  to  .some  of 
the  fields.    .About  six  cars  were,  being  certified  daily. 

Inspections  of  cauliflower  and  celery  in  the  Los  Angeles  district 
have  become  light.    The  inspection  force  in  that  territory  is  down  to  four 

'"ien*  (continued  over) 
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Lettuce  shipments  in  the  Sacramento  district  are  finished  for  the-  . 
season.    A  few  inspections  will  still  "be  r.iade  of  carrots  and  storage  pears . 

Little  activity  is  expected  in  the  Salinas  district  until  after  the 
ni dale  of  January. 

The  Walnut  Grove  office  in  Sacramento  County  was  closed  December  22. 
Freezing  weather  put  the  finishing  touches  to  an  already  "sick" deal.  The 
poor  market  for  celery  has  not  warranted' a  heavy  shipment  all  season. 

kc.     DITSB1STING  BBPORT  ON  MEXICAN  TOMATOES 

P..  H.  Bertelson,  in  charge  of  inspection  of  Mexican  vegetables  at 
Nogales,  Arizona,  wrote  the  following  interesting  letter  on  January  3:~ 

"I  have  completed  my  first  month  of  inspection  work  covering  Mexican 
vegetables  here  at  Nogales.    For  the  month  of  December,  a  total  of  221  cars 
was  inspected,  of  which  182  were  tomatoes,  35  Pe^s»  2  bell  peppers  and  2 
mixed  cars.    A  year  ago,  for  the  corresponding  month,  about  93  cars  were 
inspected,  consisting  of  59  tomatoes  and  3^+  peas.    To  date  this  season,  we 
have  inspected  approximately  85^  of  the  tomato  crossings.    The  majority  of 
inspections  made  on  cars  here  are  restricted  to  the  top  layer  of  the  load, 
on  account  of  the  cars  already  being  loaded  at  the  time  of  inspection. 
However,  we  have  had  several  cars  that  were"  entirely  reloaded,  so  that  we 
could  give  them  an  unrestricted  inspection. 

"Government  inspection  is  becoming  more  in  demand  each  season.  This 
makes  the  fourth  season  that  I  have  been  handling  the  work  at  Nogales.  The 
first  season  about  750  cars  were  inspected.    The  second,  1,868  cars,  while 
last  season  2,004  cars  were  inspected.    Prospects  for  a  good  inspection 
deal  again  this  season  are  excellent,   since  practically  all  of  the  shippers, 
who  used  the  inspection  service  last  season,  have  again  given  me  orders  to 
inspect  their  cars  this  year.     In  addition,   several  shippers,  who  did  not 
use  the  service  previously,  have  given  me  blanket  orders  to  inspect  all 
their  cars  crossing  this  year.     I  believe  that  the  Perishable  Commodities 
Act  is  having  an  influence  in  bringing  some  of  the  shippers  into  line  for 
inspection,  who  did  not  use  the  service  before.    Also  the  new  tariff  of  3^ 
per  pound  on  tomatoes  is  having  a  certain  amount  of  influence.    The  duty 
on  the  a.verage  carload,  at  3^  Per  pound,  is  equal  to  about  $700,  and  many 
of  the  buyers  are  not  taking  the  chances  they  did  in  former  years  when  this 
extra  charge  was  not  involved. 

"A  heavy  rainstorm  that  occurred  in  the  tomato-producing  sections 
of  Mexico  about  December  10  did  considerable  damage.    Many  of  the  tomatoes 
arriving  since  have  shown  quite  a  lot  of  soft,  watery  stock  and  an  ex- 
cessive amount  of  bruising,  which  I  believe  is  due  to  the  weakened  condition 
of  the  fruit  from  the  rain.     I  am  advised  that  there  was  a  light  shower'"" 
about  a  week  later,  with  cloudy  weather  following  for  two  or  three  days. 
This  left  a  favorable  odridttion  for  the  development  of  nailhead.  "  At  present 
many  of  the  caxs  are  showing  considerable  damage  from  this  cause.  The 
quality  arriving  to  date  this  season  has  only  been  fair. 

"It  is  estimated  by  the  shippers  here  that  there  is  approximately 
the  same  acreage  of  tomatoes  planted  this  season  as  last  year.  However, 
I  do  not  believe  there  will  be  more  than  3,000  cars  shipped,  as  compared 
with  about  5,600  cars  last  season,  since  there  will  be  a  great  many  more 
tomatoes  culled  than  in  previous  years,   to  compete  with  the  new  tariff* 
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It  is  estimated  that  about  30>000  acres  are  xolanted  to  tomatoes  this  year. 
Many  of  the  shippers  at  present  are  in  a  very  gloomy  mood  over  the  outlook 
for  the  "balance  of  the  season,  since  the  deal  so  far  has  not  been  a.  .finan- 
cial success  to  most  of  them. 

"As  explained  to  me  "by  many  of  'the  operators  here,   they  figure  that 
the  actual  cost  of  tomatoes  to  them,  delivered,  is  about  $2.75  Per  lug. 
The  cost  of  growing  per  lug  is  figured  at  ^>0(p;  duty  $1;  packing  charges, 
shook,  drayage,  car-strips  and  bracing  material  about  h~[<£;  and  S7^  is 
figured  for  freight  and  charges  made  by  the  custom  brokers  for  handling 
the  crossings.     The  delivered  price  at  present  is  from  $2  to  $2.75»  &v&t 
if  the  market  conditions  do  not  improve,  shipments  no  doubt  will  be  light 
for  the  time  being.     This  season,  probably  will  prove  whether  or  not  Mexico 
will  be  able  to  compete  in  the  production  of  tomatoes,   in  spite  of  the  new 
tariff  of  3^  per  pound." 


5c .     TBS1T0N  OFFICE  MOVED  TO  HISTORIC  SITE 

¥.  C.  Lynn,   cooperative  inspector  with  headquarters  at  Trenton, 
IT.  J.,   sent  the  following  letter  under  date  of  January  6  :— 

"This  is  to  advise  that  in  the  last  few  days  the  Hew  Jersey  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  gathered  its  Bureaus  from  their  several  places  of  busi- 
ness in  the  city,  and  collectively  now  occupies  the  sixth  floor  of  the 
First  Mechanics  National  Bank,  in  Trenton.     The  building  is  the  new  heme 
of  a  century-old  institution  and  is  located  at  One  West  State  Street,  on 
what  is  referred  to  as  Trenton's  'Corner  Historic . 1 

"Local  history  lists  a  number  of  events  of  State  and  national  im- 
portance occurring  on  this  site,  including  the  following: 
17H0:      And  for  some  years  following,  the  official  residence  of 
Lev/is  Morris,  First  Royal  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  New 
Jersey. 

17S0-      Convening  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  in 
SI:      the  garret  of  the  Thirteen  Stars  Inn  (formerly  Governor 

Mo  rr  i  s 1  r e  s  i  de  nee ) , 
17SH-      The  Nation's  Capital.     Occupation  of  the  French  Arms 
S5:      Tavern  (formerly  Thirteen  Stars  Inn)  by  the  Continental 

Congress,  after  leaving  Philadelphia. 
17SU:      Lafayette's  farewell  to  Continental  Congress  at  the 

French  Arms  Tavern. 
1787:      Ratification  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  by 

the  General  Assembly  of  New  Jex-sey,  convened  in  the  Long 

Room  of  the  French  Arms  Tavern." 

R.  C.  BUTNSR, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 
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7    ISTAITOAPJJIZAT I PIT  AW  RESEARCH  ,  ~ 

Id.     IKPORTAIIT  FACTS  REGARDIITG  STATE  GRADES 

In  order  to  assist  inspectors  in  making  a  correct  grade  statement, 
when  certifying  on  the  "basis  of  State  grades  in  accordance  with  examples 
shown  in  Inspection  Memorandum  ITo-.  71»  dated  December  22,  1930»  this  ex- 
planation will  be  helpful  i* 

The  following  States  have  State  apple  grades,   containing  a  statement 
to  the  effect  that  decay  or  other  condition  factors  which  may  develop  after 
the  apples  are  packed  shall  be  considered  as  affecting  the  condition  and 
not  the  grade: 

Idaho,  Maine,  Montana.,  Oregon,  Washington,  Virginia  (when  XF,  F,  and 
C  Grade  apples  are  packed  in  boxes,  baskets  and  cartons),  California  (only 
when  apples  have  been  previously  inspected  and  passed  for  grade). 

The  Oregon  and  Washington  State  grades  for  pears  also  contain  the 
same  provision  as  in  the  case  of  apples. 

Potatoes  should  be  handled  on  the  basis  of  the  U.S*    grades,  as  all 
States  use  the  U.S.  grades. 

R.  R.  PAILTHORP, 
Specialist  in  Standardization. 

OFFICE  HOTES : 

Mr.  Sherman  is  expected  back  at  his  desk  in  Washington  this  Saturday. 
He  has  been  in  Boston  and  vicinity  since  last  week. 

A.  E.  Mercker  went  to  Ilorfolk,  Va.,  and  Elizabeth  City,  If.  C,  on 
Tuesday  night,  to  confer  with  persons  interested  in  the  potato  situation 
in  eastern  States.    He  returned  to  Washington  yesterday. 

J.  G.  Cross  plans  to  leave  Washington  about  the  middle  of  this  month, 
to  be  gone  until  March.    He  will  confer  with  railroad  officials  in  Texas 
and  all  the  Pacific  Coast  States,  as  well  as  in  Idaho  and  Colorado,  regarding 
present  arrangements  for  shipment  and  other  reports  and  regarding  plans  for 
future  work  in  behalf  of  the  Division  of  Dairy  and  Poultry  Products.  This 
will  be  a  joint-trip,  partly  in  the  interest  of  fruit  and  vegetable  reports. 
Mr.  Cross  doubtless  will  visit  our  market  stations  and  field  offices  in  the 
Southwest  and  West  on  this  trip. 

H.  A.  Spilman  addressed  a  meeting  of  the  Maryland  Vegetable  Growers* 
Association  in  Baltimore  on  January  S,  held  at  the  Lord  Baltimore  Hotel. 
He  talked  on  the  regulatory  work  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division. 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  of  the  Chicago  inspection  office,  conferred  with 
inspectors  in  Detroit  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  with  those  in  Cleveland  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  and  with  the  inspector  in  Columbus  on  Friday.  He 
expects  to  return  to  his  headquarters  tomorrow  morning. 

( 
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OFFICE  NOTES  (Continued): 

H.  A.  Bowers,  who  has  "been  inspecting  supplies  for  the  Navy  at 
Charleston,  S.C.,  the  past  few  months,  will  return  to  hsi  headquarters  in 
New  York  City  early  next  week.    He  probably  will  stop  at  the  Washington 
office  a  short  while,  en  route. 

B.  H.  Rowell,  who  substituted  in  the  Cincinnati  inspection  office 
during  the  latter  part  of  December,  returned  to  his  headquarters  in  Chicago 
some  days  ago. 

Lettuce  market  reports  at  Phoenix,  Arizona,  will  Lot  be  discontinued 
this  Saturday  hut  will  be  published  until  next  Friday,  January  l6.  This 
is  the  only  change  in  the  list  of  temporary  field  stations  of  the  Market 
New  Service.     'The  list  of  temporary  headquarters  of  the  Inspection  Service 
remains  unchanged  this  week. 

E.  H.  Lamb's  address  in  San  Francisco  is  the  Appraiser's  Building. 
He  is  assisting  in  the  inauguration  of  the  new  western  radio— service. 

B.  C.  Boree  gave  a  radio  talk  on  "The  Citrus  Fruit  Situation" 
through  Station  WRC,  Washington-,  yesterday  about  1  o'clock. 

The  cooperative  office  of  the  Inspection  Service  at  Trenton,  IT. J., 
has  been  moved  from  Room  107,  State  Office  Building,  to  Room  605,  First 
Mechanics  Bank  Building.    The  telephone  remains  the  same?  Ho.  2-2131? 
Extension  63.    Please  note  this  change  of  location  on  the  inspectors' 
address— list .     It  affects  all  communications  with  ¥.  C.  Lynn. 
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PRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LETTER 


(issued  every  Friday) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Not  for  publication. 


la.    STATEMENTS  CONCERNING  EFFECT  OF  TEE  P.A.C.  ACT 

In  view  of  the  conflict  of  interest  in  the  fruit  and  vegetable 
industry  between  those  who  wish  to  sell  f .o.b.  and  those  who  wish  to-  buy 
delivered  or  to  obtain  goods  on  consignment,  it  is  felt  that  we  should  not 
make  any  predictions  as  to  the  effect  of  the  P.A.C-.  Act  in  promoting  one 
type  of  business  over  any  other  type.    The  purpose  of  the  Act  is  to  sup- 
press certain  unfair  practices,  and  we  should  not  divert  attention  from 
this  purpose. 


2a.     COLD-STORAGE  HOLDINGS  OF  APPLES  ON  JANUARY  I 

The  January  report  of  cold-storage  holdings  of  apples  in  the  United 
States  was  released  last  Monday  and  is  as  follows:— 


The  total  was  equivalent  to  9,521,000  barrels,  or  20$  more  than  last 
year  and  lhtfo  above  the  five-year  average  figure  for  January. 

3a.     INTERESTING  APPLE  ITEMS 

Tne  following  news  items  were  published  by  F.  S.  Kinsey  in  Virginia 
"Inspection  Notes"  dated  January  13 2— 

-  A  few  carloads  of  Idaho  basket  apples,  which  have  been  stored  in 
Winchester,  are  now  being  placed  in  barrels  and  exported  under  the  U.  S. 
gra.de  s. 

-  Some  carloads  of  Virginia  apples,  packed  in  baskets,  are  being 
transferred  to  barrels  before  exporting.    Much  more  of  this  would  be  done 
this  sea.son,  were  It  not  that  most  of  the  Virginia  apples  packed  in  baskets 
a.re.rtoo  large  to  be  desirable  for  export  to  Great  Britain. 

Ua.     CANNING  PINEAPPLES  IN  HAWAII 

From  a  total  pack  of  2,000  cases  of  pineapples  in  Hawaii  in  1900,  the 
canning  industry  had  reached  a  total  of  nearly  9,000,000  cases  by  I92S.  The 
figures  represent  the  output  of  seven  canneries,  which  together  canned  nhout 
six-sevenths  of  the  I92S  pack.    These  canneries  employed  9,000  workers* 


WELLS  A.  SHERMAN 


Barrels : 
Boxes: 
Baskets : 


Jan.'  1,  1931 
1,196,000 

19,063,000 
5,912,000 


Jan.  1,  1930 

1,762,000 
13,108,000 

5,507,000 


Five-year  Avg. 


2,7^9,000 
13,291,000 
3,500,000 
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[  ■;  MAllKST  m$s-  SERVICl  " 

l"b .     COLORADO  QUOITS  AS  LOW  AS  PIV5  POUNDS  ?QR . 0KB  C3HT 

In  the  following  letter  of 'January  10,  Bryce  Morris,   of  the  Denver 
office,  mentions  Western"  Slope  onions  returning  the  growers  only  20^  per 
100  pounds 

"Generally    clear  and  moderate  weather  has  continued  throughout  most 
of  Colorado  the  past  week,  so  that  carlot  loadings  have  not  "been  retarded. 
Potato  shipments  from  the  San  Luis  Valley  have  been  lighter  than  anticipated, 
Growers  received  around  55^  on  Brown  Beautys  and.  $1-$1.05  on  Ho.  1  McClures. 
Demand  for  Brown  Beautys  was. fairly  good  early  this  week,  but  dropped-off 
later.    There  has  been  a  fair  demand  for  bright,  clean,  branded  McClures  on 
the  Chicago  market  and  very  few  .other  than  McClures  have  been  sent  to  that 
city. 

"The  northern  Colorado  potato  movement  is  now  fairly  liberal,'  as  in- 
dicated late  last  month.    Dealers  estimate  that  northern  Colorado  shipments 
will  average  J>0  cars  per  day  for  the  next  two  months,  if  prices  remain  satis- 
factory.   Approximately  4, 000  remain  in  storage  for  future  shipment.  Prices 
have  fluctuated  considerably  the  past  week,  hitting  a.  low  of  65^  for  standard 
gra.de  Rural s  Wednesday;  and  Thursday,  while  some  dealers  paid  as  high  as  S5^ 
for  Rural s  on  Friday  and  Saturday. 

"Carbondale  shipments  have  been  moderate,  ranging  from  1  to  12  cars 
daily,  while  Montrose  with  alternate  train-service  has  ranged  from  nothing 
to  13  cars  daily.     Shipments  from  these"  two  districts  total  39°  cars  at 
present,  compared  with  over  1,600  cars  in  1930.    The  Carbondale  district 
probably  has  at  least  1,200  cars  yet  to  move,  while  the  Montrose  crop  is 
probably  half  shipped,  with  6 01  cars' moved  to  date. 

"On  account  of  onions  generally  showing  a  tendency  to  decay  through- 
out the  Colorado  districts,  shipments  have  been  more  liberal  since  New  Year's 
Day,  in  order  to  avoid  shrinkage  as  much  as  po'ssible.    Demand  was  slightly 
better  early  this  week  for  Valencias  but  was  dull  later,  while  inquiry  for 
Yellow  Danvers  has  been  below  normal,  for-  this  time  of  year.    Growers  received 
from  75^  "to  800  for  U.  S.  .Ho.  1  three-inch  minimum  Valencias  and  from  35^  to 
hO<£  for  two-inch  minimum  and  larger.    On  the  Western  Slope,  farmers  received 
only  20^-25^  per  cwt.  for  bulk  ITo.  1  Yellow  Danvers.     One  large  shipping- 
concern  reported  the  purchase  of  four  loaded  cars  of  ITo.  1  Danvers  in  100- 
pound  open-mesh  bags  at  JOfi  per  cwt.,  cash  track  f.o.b.  Olathe.  However, 
most  sales  have  been  made  at  a  higher  level  than  this  a.nd  f.o.b. -visual- terms, 
sales  were  made  around  50^'~55^  5er  CV7t." 

2b .     1930  COLORADO  SHIPMENTS  AND  DBF/PR  UNLOADS 

Bryce  Morris  added  the  following  data  in  his  letter  of  January  10:- 
11  According  to  our  recently-completed  figures  on  unloads  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  in  Denver  during  1930>  a  slight,  decrease  was  shown  from  the  pre- 
vious year.    About  6,5^2  caxs  of  all  commodities  were  unloaded  in  1330?  com- 
pared with  6,643  in  1323.    The  heaviest  single  .unload  was  potatoes- at  95^ 
cars,  compared  with  1,0SS  in  1929.    Hdwever,  a.  considerable  portion  of  this 
difference  will  probably  be  taken-up  in  truck  receipts,-  since  the  weather 
has  permitted  trucking  from  northern  Colorado  practically  all  the  season, 
which  was. retarded  somewhat  in  1§29  by  severe  weather.. 
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"According  to  the  records  of  the  Denver  office,  Colorado  carlot 
shipments  of  22  fruits  and  vegetables  totaled  35»1-+39  cars  f°r  tlie  calendar 
year  1930,  compared  with  37,620  in  1929..    Hie  greatest  reduction  was  noticed 
in  apples,  with  only  1,117  shipped  the  past  year,  as  against  2,^+3S  in  the 
calendar  year  1929*        heavy  increase  was  shown  in  the  shipments  of  snap 
"beans,  with  l6U  cars  rolled,  or  three  times  as  many  as  the  previous  .year. 
More  mixed-vegetables  were  shipped  in  1930  than  in  the  previous  year.  This 
was  partly  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  favorable  weather  conditions  in  Colorado 
and  the  short  crop  of  green  vegetables  as  a  result  of  the  drought  in  the 
Middle  West  and  South.     Mixed  vegetables  totaled  U,205  cars  this  season,  com- 
pared with  H,060  in  1929*    Potato  shipments  for  the  past  year  were  slightly 
in  excess  of  1929,  with  l6,22S  cars  moved.     Onion  shipments  in  193°  totaled 
2,689  cars,  as  against  3, I3U  in  I929.     This  lower  figure  on  onions  was  prin- 
cipally due  to  the  light  shipments  early  this  fall." 

3b .;    SHIPPIHG-POINT  PRICES  DECLINE  IN  MICHIGAN 

P.  E.  Keller  sent  the  following  letter  from  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
on  January  10:— 

"The  mild  open  winter  has  not  offered  the  best  conditions  for  mid- 
western  onions  in  common  storage.    Dealers  say  onions  are  sprouting  much 
earlier  than  usual  and,  as  a  result,  they  have  been  pushing  their  stock  on 
the  market.     Shipments  have  been  heavy  since  January  1,  generally  running 
well  over  100  cars  daily.    Michigan  shipped  ll6  cars  during  the  past  week, 
which  is  practically  20  cars  a  day  for  the  six-day  shipping  period.  This 
heavy  movement  has  manifested  itself  in  the  f.o.b.  onion  market.  Shipping- 
point"  prices  on  Michigan  onions  have  declined  to  the  low  mark  of  the  season. 
U.  S.  No .  1  Yellows  f.o.b.  West  Michigan  points  in  50-pound  sacks  are  now 
selling  generally  around  35^>  and  the  100-pound  sacks  at  70^-75^#    This  is 
a  decrease  of  a  dime  in  the  prices  of  a  week  ago  on  both  sized  sacks. 

"The  potato  movement  continued  light;    Michigan  originating  only  98 
cars  for  the  past  week.     The  demand  seemed  quite  limited  and  offerings  were 
scarce.     Quality  of  Michigan  potatoes,  as  reflected  by  comparisons  of  price 
quotations  in  Detroit.,   still  appears  inferior  to  the  offerings  of  Maine  and 
Wisconsin  stock,    -^rosted  potatoes  are  about  out  of  the  way  and  salvaging 
of  the  off-grade  stock  likewise  is  about  through.    According  to  local  dealers, 
future  prices  should  see  Michigan  sales  more  in  line  with  the  competing 
stock,  as  quality  will  be  improving.    Prices  this  week  have  declined  about 
10^  per  cwt.    The  market,  f.o.b.  Cadillac,  for. the  past  several  "days  has 
ruled  $1.U6-$1.52§  per  cwt.  on  sacked  U.  S.  No.  1  Russet  Rurals." 

3|-b.     PRO ZEN-PACK  CHERRIES  AITD  PEACHES 

Approximately  100,000  barrels  of  cherries  were  packed  and  frozen  in 
1930,  reports  a  representative  of  the  Door  County  (Wisconsin)  Pruit  Growers 
Union.    He  says  that  the  "growth  in  processing  and  packing  cherries  in  a 
frozen  state  has  revolutionized  cherry  -sales  methods  and  increased  demand 
to  such  an  extent  that  cherry  prices  have  been  more  stabilized  than  most 
fruits.'1' 

With  respect  to  freezing  and  distributing  of  Georgia  peaches,  it  is 
said  that  a  quick-freezing  plant,  designed  to  handle  U 0,000  pounds  of  ripe 
peaches  in  2U  hours  at  Montezuma,  Georgia,  turned  out  nearly  700,000  pounds 
of  the  finished  product  during  the  past  season. 
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Ub .    lTBST_RIi  HEW  YORE  MARKET  CONTINUES  DULL 

R.  L.  Siit ton  sent  the  following  report  from  Rochester  under  da.te  of 
Jp.nup.ry  13 5— 

"Ca-bbage  continued  to  occupy  the  position  of  most  .importance  in  the 
movement  of  fruits  and  vegetables  from  western  "Hew  York.    Demand,  hov/ever, 
has  "been  limited  and  the  f.o.b.  market  held  steady  "until  the  heavy  shipments 
over  Saturday  and  Sunday  caused  Monday's  prices  to  "be  slightly  lower.  The 
stock  is  running  mostly  medium,  and  it  appears' that  more  carloads  are  "being 
sacked  than  shipped  in  "bulk.     Sales  in  "bulk  yesterday  ranged  $13~$1^,  with 
the  90-pound  sacks  "bringing  $15-$l6  per  ton.    Dealers  paid  mostly  $10  bulk 
per  ton  to  growers,  but  the  fact  that  seme  are  anticipating  lower  prices  is 
indicated  by  a  new  price  of  $8  offered  growers.    However,  it  is  a.  fact  that 
farmers  are  unwilling  to  sell  at  this  figure. 

"Apples  have  shown  little  change,  from  a  marketing  standpoint.  De- 
mand has  continued  rather  slow,  with  price  changes  of  little  consequence. 
Barreled  Greenings,  U.  S.  Ho.  1  grade,  2%  inches  up  ranged  $J.75-$1+»  with 
bushel  tubs  of  the  same  variety,  grade  and  size  realizing  $1.25~$lv30»_fe'57 
high  as  $1  »35-    Baldwins  in  bushel  tubs  held  around  $1.50  for  U.  S.  Ho.  1 
grade,  2%  inches  up,  with  lower  grades  ranging  $1-$1.30.    The  outturn  so 
far  this  season  totals  about  10,350  cars,  -  more  than  twice  the  movement  to 
the  same  time  last  year  and  greater  than  the  entire  shipments  during  the 
season  of  1 $29-30. 

"F.o.b.  trading  for  onions  continues  very  slow,  with  the  few  sales 
that  are  being  consummated  ranging  S5^~90f  Per  100-pound  sack  of  U.  S.  No.  1 
Yellows,  75a1  2  inches  and  larger. 

"The  loading  of  potatoes  has  progressed  in  about  the  usual  manner. 
Dealers  paid  generally  75^  Pe-  bushel  to  the  growers.    The  opinion  has  been 
expressed  by  an  important  shipper  that  the  price  paid  to  growers  is  a  little 
higher  than  it  should  be.    He  bases  his  contention  primarily  to  the' grower* s 
price  paid  in  Maine.    This  has  held  recently  at  $2  bulk  per  barrel-measure, 
or  approximately  72{£  per  bushel.    The  differential  in  freight  is  small  for 
most  markets,  and  it  is  generally  conceded  that  the  "quality  of  the  Maine 
potatoes  is  superior  to  those  from  western  Hew  York. 

"The  trading  in  carrots  has  continued  with  the  visual  degree  of  slug- 
gishness.   Demand  has  been  very  light i 

"The  season  for  celery  in  this  territory  is  just  about  finished.  The 
final  cold-storage  report  indicates  about  58  cars  remaining  on  January  9» 
Since  that  time,  the  number  has  been  reduced  to  about  HO  cars.    Last  week 
hardly  enough  sales  were  made  to  establish  market  quotations.    The  season 
as  a.  whole  wa.s  characterized  by  heavy  yields  and  low  prices.    Many  growers 
barely  obtained  production-costs,  and  some'  operators  who  bought  for  specu- 
lation lost  money.    The  shipments  for  this  season  will  total  approximately 
5,^30  cars,  or  almost  1,600  grea.ter  than  last  sea.son1  s  movement." 

5b .     HAREPIING  SUI.laAP-IES  ISSUED 

luring  the  past  week  a  summary  has  been  distributed  on  "Marketing 
Florida  Potatoes,  193°  Season."     It  wa.s  prepared  by  R.  1.  Sutton. 

Another  summary  by  H.  P.  Willson  is  entitled:    "1Vjarketing  Son.thern 
Alabama  Potatoes,  1930  Season." 
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6b.    RESULTS  0?  THE  EARLY- JANUARY  BLIZZARD  I!\T  U0RTE5RN  MAIIIE 

W.  D.  Hull  v7rote  as  follows  'from  Presque  Isle,  Maine,  in  a  letter 
of  January  12:- 

"The  expected  strengthening  of  the  Maiire  potato  :market _af ter  last 
Tuesday's  storm  did  not  materialize.     Instead,  the  outside  markets  developed 
signs  of  unsteadiness,  and  f.o.b.  prices  were  5^  lower  the  last  of  the  week. 
All  day  Tuesday,  the  northern  part  of  Maine  was  in  the  grip  of  a  severe 
blizzard,  with  a  temperature  of  10°  to  20°  above  zero  and  a  stiff  north  wind, 
which  caused  much  drifting  of  the  snow  in  the  roads.    All  forms  of  trans- 
portation \7ere  badly  tied-up.    Trains  coming  into  the  county  were  many  hours 
late,  but  wire  communication    was  apparently  little  affected.'  There  wese 
practically  no  haulings  of  potatoes,  although  car-loadings  were  maintained 
at  very  near  the  usual  rate.  .  ; 

"The  majority  of  the  dealers 'became  very  optimistic  over  the  expected 
results  of  the  storm,  and  some' of  them  raised, their  f.o.b.  prices  5^  Per 
sack  the  same  afternoon,  feeling  that  shipments  would  be  curtailed  and  that 
supplies  in  terminal  markets 'would  clean-up  and  an  increased  demand  result. 
City  buyers  did  not'  respond  as  was  anticipated,  and  by  Thursday  the  wire- 
inquiry  had  f alien-off  and  buying  was  very  light. 

"One  result  of  the  storm  which  the  shippers  view  with  satisfaction 
is  that  the  roads  are  so  blocked  with  snow  a.s  to  stop  the  hauling  of  pota- 
toes by  auto-truck  and  the  farmers  must  resort  to  the  use  of  .sleds,  which 
will  cause  haulings  to  come  in  much  more  slowly.    In  case  of  a.  sudden  up- 
turn in  the  market,  there  is  less  likelihood  of  the  warehouses 'being  flooded 
with  more  potatoes  than  they  can  handle.    The  street  price  was'$2.per  barrel 
all  last  week,  although  buyers  stopped  "purchasing  the  last  of  the  week,  a.s 
it  became  more  difficult  to  make  f.o.b.  sales  at  $1.^5  per  100  pounds. 
Numerous  dealers  tried  to  buy  at  $1.90  or  $1.95  Per  barrel,  but  were  un- 
successful.    One  dealer  at  Port  Pairfield  said  that  $2  wa.s  the  price  neces- 
sary to  get  the  potatoes  and  that  even  $1»99  would  not  bring  them  out*  A 
few  loads  of  extra-fancy,  bright  stock  brought  $2;05  in  Caribou  on  Friday* 

"Shipments  of  certified  seed  for  the  week  ending  January  2  were  only 
23  cars,  a.s  reported  by  inspectors  of  the  Maine  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry. 
For  the  week  ending  January  9»  about  93  cars  were  shipped,  70  of  these  going 
to  South' Carolina,  and  IS  to  Virginia..    Trading  on  the  seed  market  is  still 
very  dull,  although  there  is  an  increased  wire- inquiry,  particularly  from 
.Texas.    Trading  was  most  active  on  selected  Cobblers."" 

7b.    LOSS  A1TD  DAMAGE  CLAIMS 

During  the  past  12  months,  about  175  requests  for  certification  of 
market  news  reports  were  handled  through  the  Office  of  the  Secretary.  Of 
these  requests,  1J>B  stated  the  amount  of  the  claims  involved,  with  a  total 
of  $118,621.  'The  greatest  number  of  requests  'for  damage  claims  on  any 
single  commodity  was  for  watermelons,  -  about  46$  of  the  whole  number  of 
claims.  '  Grapes  were  second,  with  20$?,  the  remainder  being  divided  among 
some  25  different  perishable  products.     The  above  figures  were  compiled  by 
Mr.  Crosthwa.it,  of  the  Washington  office,  who  takes  care  of  these  matters. 
A  large  number  of  additional  market  reports  doubtless  are  furnished  by 
branch  offices  of  the  Hews  Service,  for  us  0  111  such  court  cases. 
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gb .     IITTE3ESTIITG  HEWS  Oil  IDAHO  POTATOES 

-he  following  very  interesting  letter  was  received  from  L.  C.  Tate, 
at  Idaho  Falls,  under  date  of  January. 8:- 

"The  first  fru.it  of  Idaho's  'no  consignment'  agreement',  which  was 
established  among  shippers  here  shout  five  weeks  ago,  appears  to  "be  in 
harvest  this  week.     Shipping-point  inquiry  has  "been  good  for  the  past  week 
or  more,  hat  this  demand'  was  principally  for  potatoes  on  regular  terms, 
which,  to  the  average  shipper's  notion,  means'  that  the  trade  retains  the 
option  of  rejection,  if.  market  conditions  are  not  suitable  upon  arrival  of 
the  car.  .  . . 

"During  the  last  two  days  there  has .been  considerable  increase  in 
-  the- cash  demand,  so  that  our  'track'  market  begins  to  assume  normal  volume. 
During  the  last  five  or  six  weeks,  the  cash-track  market  has  been  establish- 
ed on  only  a  limited  amount  of  traaing.    Last  night,  shout  73  cash  sales 
were  reported  to  us  on  loaded  cars  a.t  upper  valley  points.    This  included 
severs  1  cars  of  small  bags  and  some  loads  of  mixed  packages,  as  well  as  a 
few  cars  of  Rurals  which  were  loaded  by  growers.  'A  check  of  our  records 
shows  this  to  be  the  heaviest  day's  trading  at  upper  valley  points  since 
November  12.    Lower  valley  trading  was  proportionately  heavy,  while  sales 
on  bulk  stocks  in  both  districts  were  considerably  more  than  at  any  time 
during  the  past  month. 

"Some  of  the  trade,  with  entire  lack  of  enthusiasm  for  the  future 
market,  have  booked  orders  hes.vily  at  prices  ranging  around  90^  for  ITo.  l's 
loaded.    Under  the  present  condition  of  advancing  prices,  these  traders  are » 
making    every  effort  to  chill  the  enthusiasm  of  others,  but  it  seems  that 
a  better  market  is  in  prospect  for  the  time  being. 

"ITo.  2  Russets  have  been  in  active  demand  all  of  this  week,  a,  thing 
that  is  beyond  the  ken  of  most  deslers.    The  Greeley  district  of" Colorado 
has  been  loading  15  to  30  cars  daily  for  the  last  two  weeks,  a  heavy  incres.se 
over  previous  volume,  and  it  has  been  noticed  in  the  past  that  such  action 
.brings  a  slump  in  the  demand  for  Idaho  ITo.  2's.    It  appears  that  the  great- 
est demand  for  these  2*-s  Is  coming  from  Chicago  and  adjacent  territory. 

"Small  bags  have  been  in  fairly-good  demand.    There  is. ; only  a  limited 
number  of  dealers  in  Idaho  who  sj*e  equipped  for  such  packing,  and  the  result 
has  been  that  deslers  have  been  forced  to  refuse  orders  for  a' while,,  in 
order  to  catch— up  on  deliveries. 

"Jtirmers  s.re  rather  reluctant  to  sell  at  prevailing  figures.  Haul- 
ing   has  been  quite  liberal  during  the  current  warm  spell,  but  the  greater 
part  of  this  movement  has  resulted  from  the  need  of  a  little  ready  cash. 
Our  office  hs.s  been  an  unloading— place  for  the  mental  burden  of  dissatis- 
faction which  all  farmers  appear  to  feel  over  present  price  conditions,  and 
it  is  rsther  distressing-  sometimes  to  have. these  men  linger,  in  hope  of 
getting  some  promise,  or  remark  of  encouragement  from  us. 

""The  fight  over  plain  bags  continues.    At  present,  the  offense  is 
depending  on  the  signature  of  various  drug-store  proprietors,  etc.  on  their 
petitions  to  carry  weight  with, community  legislators,  but  the"  men  who  defend 
the  present  grading— law  are  prepared  for  a  strong  fight  when  the  legislature 
meets." 


0BAITG5  production  this  season  in  seven,  important  States  is  forecast 
at  i+7,o91,  000  boxes,  compared  with  light  production  of  33, 835," '000  for  the 
1923-30  season.    Grape fru.it  in  four  States  may  total  lh,  153,000  boxes. 
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9"b.'    S CUTE  WESTERN  FLORIDA  BERRIES  AND  VEGETABLES  MOTOG 

R.  M.  Peterson's  first  letter  of  the  season  fron  southwestern  Florida 
is  published  below.     It  was  written  at  Plant  City  on  January  o:- 

"The  Florida  stray; perry  movement  is  very  light  and  will  not  show  any 
appreciable  increase  for  two  weeks.     The  plants  showed  a  heavy  set  of  fruit 
two  weeks  ago,  but  the  severe  frost  killed  over  75$  of  the  bloon  and  damaged 
a  large  portion  of  the  green  fruit-.    An  unusually  snail  percentage  of  the 
fields  was  protected  by  straw  this  season.     The  berries  have  been  generally 
of  good  size  and  quality,  but  the  color  has  been  only  fair.     There  has  been 
too  much  rain  during  the  past  two  weeks,  but  the  berries  have  stood-up  re- 
markably  well  until  yesterday! s  rain,  which  left  considerable  standing  water. 
Consequently,  many  of  the  berries  picked  today  were  soft  and  water-soaked. 
In  spite  of  the  snail  supply,  the  demand  for  berries  has  been  only  moderate 
the  past  week,  with  quarts  bringing  mostly  around  ^5^« 

"The  Manatee-Sarasota  celery  is  of  good  quality,  except  for  some 
pithiness  which  has  prevented  nost  co.rs  fron  grading  U.  S.  No.  1.  Sarasota 
shipped  approximately  ^0  cars  last  week  and  expects  to  nove  65  cars  this 
week,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  rain  prevented  cutting  on  Monday.  Mana- 
tee County  is  just  getting  started  and  will  ship  fron  12  to  15  cars  this 
week.    Both  sections  expect  slight  increases  next  week.     The  shipping-point 
prices  were  firn  last  week  because  of  the  freeze  in  California,  but  the 
markets  have  not,  as  yet,   shown  the  expected  reaction,  and  it  is  doubtful  if 
the  present  shipping-point  level  will  be  maintained  unless  the  markets  show 
greater  strength. 

"The  vegetable  market  in  the  Manatee e  section  was  generally  unsatis- 
factory last  week,  with  slow  demand  and  low  prices.    Approximately  20  cars 
of  ronaine  moved  and  sold  around  ^0<p  per  l-§--bushel  hamper.    Escarole  sold 
at  50^-6-0^  ^nd.  the  movement  was  about  the  sane  as  that  of  ronaine.  Big 
Boston  type  head-lettuce  moved  slowly  at  5^V  and  there  were  less  than  15  cars 
shipped.    Cabbage  was  in  fair  demand  at  75^-^5^  per  Ig-bu.  hamper,  with  last 
week's  movement  estimated  at  30  to  35  cars.    Fancy  peppers  brought  $1.25- 
$1.50  a  crate  and  were  in  little  better  demand  than  the  other  vegetables, 
but  the  total  movement  last  week  did  not  exceed  25  cars.     The  eggplants  were 
generally  poor,  with  practically  no  demand." 

10b.    FLORIDA  TOMATOES  HARDLY  BRINGING  TRANSPORTATION  CHARGES 

The  southern  Florida  vegetable  situation  is  covered  in  a  letter  of 
January  10  from  V.  H.  llicholson  at  Miami 

"The  movement  of  snap  beans-  during  the  past  week  has  increased 
slightly,  but  shipments  are  still  very  light.    There  was  a  light  frost 
Tuesday  night,  but  the  damage  to  either  the  Pompano  or  the  Lake  plantings 
was  negligible.    A  few  scattered  plantings  on  the  high  sand-lands  around 
Ft.  Lauderdale  were  scorched,  but  the  damage  to  the  crop  as  a  whol-e  was 
slight.    T>.e  rain  on  Monday  afternoon  had  supplied  sufficient  moisture  to 
prevent  any  serious  damage  to  the  crop  on.  the  lower  lands. 

"With  the  exception  of  Tuesday,  after  the  rain  and  frost,  prices  of 
snap  beans  have  been  fairly  high  this  week.    Most  growers  and  shippers  state 
that  the  quality  of  shipments  now  is  much  better  than  two  weeks  ago.  If 
favorable  weather  conditions  prevail,  movement  should  increase  slightly  next 
week,  but,  as  only  the  East  Coast  will  be  shipping,  it  is  likely  that  the 
■output  will  continue  rather  light  for  some  time.' 

(continued  over) 
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"The  frost  Tuesday  night  did  practically  no  damage. to  the  crop  of 
tomatoes  south  of  here.    The  rain,  frost  and  the  extremely- dull  market  have 
all  tended  to  retard  movement,  and  shipments  have  "been  about  half  those  of 
last  week.    Quality  of  the  crop  has  "been  very  poor  and  there  have  been  prac- 
tically no  f.o.h.  Scales.    Host  shipments  have  "been  consigned,  and  the  re- 
turns in  many  cases  have  scarcely  paid  transportation  charges. 

"Shippers  feel  that  conditions  should  improve  during  the  next  few 
days  and,  if  market  conditions  improve,  movement  will  "become  heavier.  One 
of  the  larger  shippers  stated  that,  if  the  market  had  been  in  a  better  con- 
dition this  week,  shipments  vrauld'have  been  twice  as  heavy  as  they  were. 
'Movement  from  the  Collier  County  acreage,,  south  of  Ft.  Myers  on  the  West 
Coast,  had  already  started,  hut  the  first  cars  have  sold  for  little  more 
than  freight  charges. 

"Cp.rlot  movement  of  peppers  from'  around  Pompano  has  "been  rather 
light,  "because  growers  are  reluctant  to  ship  at  the  prevailing  prices.  Best 
Fancy  peppers'  in  crates  have  been -returning  mostly  $1.50-$1.75  at  Pompano 
this  week.'    The  acreage  around  Pompano  was  recently  estimrted  at  3*000  acres 
or  twice  as  many  as  last  season." 

nh.  arizoha*  wiitter  lettuce  season  hear  ah  ehd 

On  January  6,  33.  33.  Surry  wrote  as  follows  from  Phoenix :- 
"Arizona  lettuce  shipments  have  shewn  a  gradual  decrease  for  the 
past  10  days.    This  decrease  has  been  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  a  number 
of  the  shippers  are  not  packing  six-dozen  sizes,  the  percentage  of  which 
has  increased  greatly  since  the  heavy  frosts  of  least  month.    To  date,  5,J>11 
cars  have  moved  from  the  State,  as  compared  with  2,26,1  on  the  same  date 
last  year  and  3, 91S  in  1929.    The  Casa  Grande  section  has  loaded  US3  cars, 
with  enoiigh  lettuce  remaining  in  the  fields  to  complete  a  total  of  5°°  cars. 
Shipments  from  the  Phoenix  section  for  the  next  10  days  will  depend  much 
on  the  condition  of  the  eastern  markets  and  the  extent  to  which  small  sizes 
are  packed. 

"Solidity  has  "been  fairly  satisfactory,  but  most  cars  moving  out  of 
the  valley  still  show  effects  of  frost  damage.    Almost  three-fourths  of  the 
total  number  of  crates  loaded  have  been  five-dozen's.  • 

"Although'  the  wire-inquiry  has  been  good  and  a  Buniber  of'  sales  have 
"been  made  over  the  wires,   the  general  f.o.h.  market  is  rather  dull,  with 
very  little  activity.    Sales  have  ranged  $1.15-$1.50  for  crates  of  generally 
good  quality.    Quite  a  number  of  cars  of  straight  six-dozen's  have  "been 
loaded,  hut  all  were  rolled  unsold.     The  market  on  straight  sixes  was  nomi- 
nally $1-$1.20." 

1 2b .    Ah  IHTSRESTIhG  R5P0RT  PIT  "POTATO  FUTURES"  II!  CHICAGO  MARKET 

¥.  H.  Hall,   of  the  Chicago  office,   submitted  the  following  report 
in  a  letter  dated  January  1^ :- 

"The  much-heralded  trading  in  potato  futures  on  the  Chicago  Mercan- 
tile Exchange  started  last  Monday  at  9:30,  with  an  opening  sale  of  twe  cars 
at  $1.95.    For  the  first 'hour  or  so,  prices  mb'ved  within  a  rather  narrow 
range,  but  heavy  offerings  from  Idaho  shippers  and  a  bearish  tendency  in 
several  Large  eastern  markets  pushed  prices  down  several  points,  notwith-  I 
str-nding  the  fact  that  butter  and  egg  operators  became  e.ctive  traders. 
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Two  or  three  good  orders  from  Minneapolis  and  Hew  York  moved  bids  up  a  few 
points  a  half-hour  or  so  before  the  close,  "but  selling  became  rather  spirited 
around  the  day's  low  during  the  last  few  minutes  of  trading.     On  Tuesday, 
the  market  opened  at  $1.90  and  closed  at  $ 1 • 9  with  trading  even  more  active 
than  on  Monday.    Wednesday's  market  opened  at  $1.90  with  a  Mock  of '11  cars, 
closing  with  a  firm  undertone  among  a  flock  of  "buying  orders,  apparently 
about  equally  divided  between  purely  speculative  operations  and  tactual  com- 
mitments.    On  Monday  55  cars  were  sold,  on  Tuesday  SO  cars,  and  on  Wednesday 
93  cars.     These  heavy  turnovers  far  exceeded  the  expectations  of  the  most- 
ardent  supporters  of  the  new  marketing  plan. 

"Futures  trading  for  the  present  will  be  confined  to  Idaho  Bus sets, 
U.  S.  Grade  Kb.  1,  with  the  specification  that  this  grade  sh<?dl  not  be 
screened  with  the  larger  potatoes  removed  but  must  represent  in  size"  the  com- 
mercial district  from  which  shipped.     Cars  must  be  delivered  on  track  at  the 
Chicago  Produce  Terminal  or  the  Chicago  and  northwestern  Wood  Street  Terminal 
.and,  if  the  cars  have  once  head  a  through  rate  of  freight,  this  rate  must  still 
be  in  existence.    The  potatoes  must  carry  an  official  Chicago  Mercantile 
Exchange  inspection  certificate,  but  the  actual  inspection  work  will  be  done 
by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

"The  margin  for  potatoes  as  established  by  the  Exchange  is  $120  per 
car'*  the  brokerage  charge  $12.50  for  non-members,  one-half  that  amount  for 
members  of  the  Exchange.     In  addition  to  this  brokerage  charge,  there  are 
Exchange  charges  and  Government  tax,  which  have  to  be  paid  by  the  customer, 
amounting  to  about  $2.35  Per  car.    Potatoes  sold  during  January  will  be  for 
March  delivery,  and  delivery  may  be  made  any  time  during  the  contract  month, 
at  the  option  of  the  seller. 

"Unless  advised  to  the  contrary,   the  following  heading  is  to  be  used 
on  our  market  reports,  but,  to  cut  down  telegraphic,    expense,   it  will  be 
dropped  from  our  wire  after  a  few  days:     'TRADING  IN  POTATO  FUTURES  OH  THE 
CHICAGO  MERCANTILE  EXCHANGE,  SALES  ARE  OP  IDAHO  RUSSETS  U.  S.  GRADE  1,  36O 
BAGS,  36,000  POUNDS  TO  THE  CAR,  MARCH  DELIVERY. ' 

"The  ultimate  outcome  of  this  new  mrrketing  venture  will  be  watched 
with  a  grert  deal  of  interest  by  growers  and  dealers  all  over  the  United 
States.    Arguments  for  and  against  it  '  p„re  heard  on  every  side,  and  the  rank 
and  file  of  potato  operators  are  plainly  much  perturbed.     One  prominent 
butter  and  egg  man  was  heard  to  flake  the  following  remark  during  today's 
trading:     'This  is  going  to  surpass  futures  trading  in  butter  and  eggs,  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  it  offers  a  wider  field  of  operation.'     It  is  almost 
impossible  to  get  a  clear  picture  of  the  whole  thing,  because  of  the  fact 
that  the  real  problems  will  be  encountered  when  deliveries  are  started. 
The  fact  that  they  are  trading  in  but  one  commodity,  one  variety  and  one 
grade,  will  go  r  long  way  toward  putting  over  the  venture.     If  it  succeeds, 
undoubtedly  other  varieties  of  potatoes,  and  perhaps  other  commodities,  will 
be  added. 

"Thus  far,  only  two  potato  operators  have  become  members  of  the  Ex- 
change, but  it  seems  reasonably  certain  that  others  will  come  in  during  the 
month.  If  I  have  a  correct  picture  of  trading  in  potato  futures,  the  fears 
that  are  being  expressed  so  freely  by  carlot  operators  and  jobbers,  who  are 
not  members  of  the  Exchange,  are  as  a  whole  unwarranted,  for  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  will  materially  change  the  present  marketing-machinery .  The  carlot 
receiver  and  jobber  will  still  be  needed." 


1+2- 
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fl3'o,     FLT.THSR  IlfEORMATIOE  ABOUT  UNLOAD  REPORTS 

In  response  to  Par.  12b  in  D.L.  of  January  95  requests  have  been 
received  for  more-specific  illustrations  of  the  content  and  arrangement  to 
be  used  in  nonthly  unload  reports,  and  also  as  to  the  use  to  be  nade  of  boat 
and  l.c.l.  receipts. 

Boat  receipts  are  to  be  included  in1 carlo t  tabulations  as  at  present. 
The  l.c.l.  and  truck  receipts,  where  obtained,  are  to  be  sur_x.iariz:ed  and  added 
to  the  nonthly  report  but  not :  included  as  a  part  of  the  carlot  unload  figures • 
It  is  desirrhle,  v.here  such  information  is  available,   to  show  tabulations  of 
all  supplies'  on 'the  apjrket ;  that  is,  the  totals  of  carlot  unloads  and  boat 
receipts  together  with  truck  and  l.c.l.  receipts,  such  as  appear  in  the 
Denver,  Los  Angeles,  Hew  Orleans,  and  '  San  Francisco  reports.     If  complete 
l.c.l.  and  truck  figures  were  available  for  all  markets,  they  could  be  in- 
cluded in  the  various  comparable  totrls  and  only  one  total  shown;  but,  since 
they  are  not  now  obtained  by  all  offices,  comparative  tabulations  by  months 
and  seasons  should  he  made  on  a  uniform  basis,  ~  that  is,  by  carlot s  only 
(including  "boat). 

The  following  numbers  (l),   (2)  and  (3)  correspond  to  the  numbered  para- 
graphs in  last  week's  D.L.    The  month  of  March  is  taken  as  an  illustration, 
for  reasons  indicated  later: 


MARKET  MEWS  SERVICE 
(Regular  office  heading) 


CITY 


MARCH,  1951 


|     t    CARLOT  UNLOADS  OE  ERUITS  AHD' VEGETABLES 
Including  Boat'  Receipts  'Reduced  to  Carload  Equivalents 

(for: markets  having  boat  receipts) 


(1) 


Anise 
Apples 
Artichokes 
etc . 


TOTAL  CARLOT  UHLQADS  BY  COMMODITIES 


MARCH 
1931     1930  1929 


Anise 
Apples 
Artichokes 
et.c . 


TOTAL  JAIT.  1  TO  MAR. 31 
1951     ..1930      .  -1929 


(2) 


Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
etc. 


TOTAL  UHLQADS  BY  STATES  0E  ORIG-IH 
.  MARCH 


TOTAL  JAIT.  1  TO  MLR. 51 
1951       1950  1929 


1951     1930  1929 

Alabama 
Arizona, 
Arkansas 
etc. 

(Eos.  1  and  2  illustrated  in  part  by  Page  2  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Hew  York  reports  of  llovember,  although  these  do  not  show  compari* 
sons  for  the  year  "to  date.) 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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^3. 


(3) 


CARLOT  UNLOADS  OP  COMMODITIES  BY  STATES 


MARC 


1931       1930  1322 


-931 


MARCH 
1950 


1929 


Lettuce 
Ariz. 
Calif. 

Potatoes 


Apples 
Colorado 
Idaho  , 
Bananas 

Imports  Va.(Rail) 
Beans'-  (Snap)  7a. (Boat) 

Ela.  etc. 
Tex. 

(illustrated  "by  Page  2  of  the  Denver  report  for  November) 


L.  C.  L.  EXPRESS  RECEIPTS  AT 


DURING  MARCH,  1951 


Commodity     Amount  Carlot       :     Commodity     Amount  Carlot 

Equivalents  ;  ..  Equivalents 


TRUCK  RECEIPTS  AT 


DURING-  MARCH,  1951 


(Same  as  l.c.l.) 

COMB-IKED  CARLOT  UNLOADS ,  L . C . L.  AND  TRUCK  RECEIPTS,  MARCH,  1951 
(Carlo ts  and  Approximate  Carlot  Equivalents) 
Commodity       Number     :     Commodity       Number     :     Commodity  Number 


Eor  the  January  report,  the  first  three  and  last  three  corumns  of 
Tables  1  and  2  will,  of  course,  be  identical,  and  for  this  month  the  tables 
can  be  combined,  the  first  three  columns  showing  the  January  figures  by 
commodities, : and  the  last  three  by  States.     It  is  for  this  reason  that  March 
has  been  used,  as  an  illustration  of  the  arrangement  to  be  used,  after  Jan- 
uary' 

Hereafter,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  indicate  separately  the  number 
of  straight  carlot  express  receipts.     Boat  receipts  should  be  segregated  in 
Table  3  a-s  indicated -under  "Potatoes, "  but  combined  with  the  carlot  figure 
in  Tables.  1  and  2. 

City  and  month  should  stand  out  plainly  and  be  repeated  at  the  top 
of  each  page,  thus: 


CITY 


Page  2,  3>  etc. 


MARCH,  1951 


It  is  also  a  great  convenience  in  filing  and  tabulating  to  have  the 
city  and  month  at  the  lower  right-hand  corner  of  each  page ,  as-':— 

City,'  March,  1931 

llfb .    ESTIMATE  OE  Diu/IAC-E  TO  CALIFORNIA  CITRUS  FRUITS 

"Although  citrus  damage  following  irregular  freezes  can  never  be  defi- 
nitely determined  until  harvest,  it  now.  seems  that  about  ICffo  damage  occurred 
in  areas  sou.th  of  Teho.chapi  Mountains.  About  tyOfo  of,  Navel  crop  in  San 
Joaquin  and  north  was  harvested  before  freeze.  Remainder  of  Navels  in  these 
areas  mostly  lost.  Estimate  ^0%  loss  of  "Valencia  crop  in  San  Joaquin  Valley 
and  north.  This  area"  is  largely  Navel  plantings-.  Lemon  damage  not,  well  de- 
termined "but  was  small  in  main  lemon  a,rea.s  and  heavier  in  Sa/n  Joaquin  Valley 
and  north,"    (E.  E.  Kaufman,  January  12)  B.  C.  BOREE, 

Specialist  in  Market  News. 


TEMPORARY  FIELD,, STATIONS  OF  MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


Stat  ion 


ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. ,  ** 
310  Triangle  Bldg,. 


PRESQUE  ISLE,  MB.,** 
Hedrich  Block. 

WAUPACA,  WIS.,** 
Court  House. 

IDAHO  PALLS,  IDA., 
230  Federal  Bldg. 

WINTER  HAVEN,  FLA..** 
DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg. 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.,** 
kl2    P.O.  Bldg. 


MIAMI,  FLA. j.** 
Realty  Bldg* 

PLAIT  CITY,  FLA.** 
Hotel  Plant. 

BROWNSVILLE,  TEXAS** 
Chamber  of  Commerce 


BRAWLS Y,  CALIF.,** 

Planters'  Hotel  Bldg. 


Mail 
List 


837 


81+2 


8^5 
920 
895 

937 
850 
931 


933 


In  Charge 


R.  L.  Sutton 


W.  L.  Hull 

C.  D.  Schoolcraft 

L.  C.  Tate 

H.  F.  Willson  ' 

R.  E.  Keller 

V.  H.  Nicholson 
R.  M.  Peterson 
W.  D.  Googe 


L.  T.  Kirby 
L.  H.  Howard 


Reports 


Pears* 

Apples 

Onions 

Carrots 

Cabbage 

Celery* 

Peaches* 

Grapes* 

Potatoes 

Potatoes 


Potatoes 


Potatoes 


Citrus 


Apples* 

Onions 

Potatoes 

Beans 
tomatoes 

St'br. 
Vegs. 

Cabbage 

Beets 

Carrots 

Beans 

Potatoes 

Onions 

Tomatoes 

Lettuce 


First 
Bulletin 


Sept .  3 

SSept .  3 

Sept.  3 

Sept .  3 

Sept.  3 

Sept .  3 

Sept .  8 
Sept. 23 

Oct.  6 

Sept. 11 
Sept. 15 
Sept, 15 
Oct.  1 


Oct.  2k 
Oct.  2k 
Oct.  2k 

Nov.  17 
Feb.  1 

Jan.  5 
Jan.  5 

Jan.  5 
Jan .  5 
Jan.  5 
Mar.  16 
Mar;  16 
Mar .  23 
Apr.  27 

Jan.  5 


Probably 
will  close 
Nov.  3* 
May  29 
May  1 
May  1 
Mar-.  15 
Jan.  10* 
Oct.  k* 
Oct.  29* 
May  29 

Apr.  30 
Mar.  28 
Apr,  15 
Apr.  15 


Nov*  7* 
Mar.  28 
May  15 

Apr.  1 

May  1 


Apr< 
Apr. 


May  15 
May  15 
May  15 
May  15 
May  15 
Apr.  30 
May  29 

Mar.  21 


The  following  station  probably  will  open  on  date  indicated: 


SANFORD,  FLA.** 

910 

J. 

B.  Owens 

Celery 

Jan.  26 

-  Apr. 

25 

The  following'  station 

closed  on 

date 

indicated 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.,** 
602  Security  Bldg. 

815 

3. 

E .  Surry 

Lettuce 

Dec.  1 

Jan. 

16 

**  State  cooperating 

* 

Reports  discontinued. 

R.  H.  Lamb  in  San  Francisco  H.  E.  Rutland  on  leave  at 

■J.  B.  Owens  in  Atlanta  Press  que  Isle,  Me. 

W.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco  (301  Wells  Fargo  Bldg.)  r,  ", 

B.  E.  Surry  to  Chicago  office  by  January  26. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


1  c .    FEDERAL  VS.  PRIVATE  inspection  certificates  under  p.a.c.  act 

On  several  occasions  our  attention  lias  been  called  to  certificates 
issued  "by  private  inspection  services,  reporting  shipments  below  grade 
.-which  were  certified  as  IT.  S.  No.  1  at  point  of  origin.    A  question  has 
been  raised  regarding  the  standing  of  such  certificates  in  handling  con- 
plaints  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act,  one  shipper 
making  the  recommendation  that  private  inspection  agencies  be  prohibited 
from  the  certification  of  fruits  and  vegetables  on  the  basis  of  U.  S. 
g-rades . 

There  is  no  authority  vested  in  this  Department,  under  nhich 
private  inspection  agencies  could  be  prohibited  from  the  certification  of 
fruits  and  vegetables  according  to  grades  and  standards  recommended  by  the 
Department.     On  the  other  hand,   the  certification  of  grade  by  such  agencies 
mast  be  regarded  merely  as  expressions  of  their  private  opinions.  They 
would  be  so  regarded  in  connection  with  the  consideration  of  a  complaint 
under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act.    Statements  on  the  cer- 
tificates issued  by  these  private  inspection  agencies  would  be  considered 
merely  as  testimony  and  would  affect  in  no  conclusive  way  a  certificate 
issued  by  an  employee  of  the  Department  or  by  an  inspector  licensed  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

When  inquiry  is  na.de,  licensees  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural 
Commodities  Act  should  be  informed  that  certificates  issued  by  private 
inspection  agencies  are  binding  upon  them  only  to  the  extent  that  they  wish 
to  be  bound.     In  the  case  of  attempted  rejection,  it  would  be  well  for  ship- 
pers to  insist  upon  official  reinspection  before  approving  allowances,  un- 
less they  prefer  to  stand  on  the  original  inspection. 

The  Rales  and  Regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for  carry- 
ing out  the .provisions  of  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act  state 
that  -  "In  any  hearing  under  the  ■^•ct,  certificates  of  inspection  issued  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  shall  be  accepted  a,s  |orima.  fs.cie 
evidence." 

2c.     INSPECTIONS  OP  CANNING-  CROPS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA 

Each  week  the  Pennsylvania  Dept.  of  Agriculture  publishes  a  "News 
Bulletin."     The  issue  for  January  1-8,  contained  the  following  item:- 

"Most  of  the  principal  canning  Ste.tes  from  the  Pa.cific  Coast  to 
Maine  have  requested  information  from  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agri- 
culture regarding  the  system  of  buying  and  selling  canning  crops  under 
Sta.te"  inspection,  undertaken  here  for  the  first  time  four  years  a,go^,!  says 
D.  M.  James,   supervising  inspector  for  the  Bureau  of  Markets. 

"Pennsylvania  wa.s  one  of  the  pioneers  In  this  movement  to  standard- 
ize canning  crops,  which  has  now  assumed  nationwide  and  worldwide  attention," 
Mr .  J am e s  explains . 

"A  request  was  received  some  months  ago  by  the  Department  from  the 
IJ.  S.  of  Soviet  Russia  for  the  details  of  this  method  of  handling  canning 
crops.    Two  requests  lave  recently  been  sent  to  the  Pennsylvania  canning 
industry  for  speakers  at  meetings  to  be  held  at  Chicago  and  Trenton,  N.  J. 

(continued  over) 
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"Recently,  delegations  of  apple  growers  and  canners  from  the  apple 
"belt  of  Virginia  and  West  Virginia  visited  canneries  in  Pennsylvania  to 
view  the  purchasing  of  apples  under  State  inspection  in  actual  operation. 
The  visitors  were  impressed  with  the  system  as  being  the  most  equitable 
method  of  marketing  the  crop  of  canning  apples,  and  stated  that  plans  will 
he  made  to  handle  canning  apples  next,  year  in  the  Piedmont  States  under  a 
system  similar  to  that  used  in  Pennsylvania. 

"The  first  cannery  grading  in  Pennsylvania  was  carried  on  in  1J27, 
when  235*000  pounds  of  tomatoes  were  classified  hy  State  inspectors.  This 
system  of  handling  canning  crops  has  grown  in  four  years  to  the  point  where 
in  1930  over  50,000,000  pounds  of  apples,  beans,  cherries,  tomatoes,  and 
grapes  for  grapejuice  manufacture  were  classified  by  Pennsylvania  inspec- 
tors." 


3  c .     JACKSONVILLE  NOW'  -AIT  IMPORTANT  EXPORT  POINT  POP  CITRUS  FRUIT 

On  January  7,  S.  H.  von  Glafon,  cooperative  inspector  at  Jackson- 
ville',  submitted  a  large  clipping  from  "The  Florida  Times-Union"  of  that 
morning,  picturing  the  S.S.  Floridia.n,  a  freight  vessel  operated  by  the 
Strachan  Siiipping  Company,  being  loaded  with  the  largest  cargo  of  citrus 
ever  shipped  by  boat  from  Florida.    The  vessel  sailed  on  the  night  of  the 
6th  for  England  and  Germany  with  a  cargo  of  16,200  boxes  of  oranges,  grape- 
fruit and  tangerines,  and  about  3>000  cases  of  canned  fruits,  as  part  of 
a  general  cargo  of  1,638  tons  loaded  at  Jacksonville.    Luring  the  first 
three  months  of  this  season,  a  total  of  ^3»000  boxes  of  fresh  citrus  fruit 
has  been  forwarded  by  boat  from  that  port,  and  canned  grapefruit  will  figure 
almost  a„s  high  as  the  fresh  fruits.    A  conservative  estimate  of  the  value 
of  the  fresh  fruit  shipped  during  these  three  months  is  $130,000. 

Part  of  Mr.  von  Glahn's  letter  of  transmittal  is  quoted  below:- 
"Am  enclosing  a  clipping  which  I  thought  might  be  of  interest  to  you. 
I  have  just  completed  wri ting-up  hO  certificates,  which  were  issued  on  this 
heavy  cargo  of  citrus  fruit,  all  of  it  moving  under    Government  inspection 
except  about  i+,500  boxes  of  one  individual  shipper.    Hove  also  had  a.  few 
cars  for  the  S.S.  Shickshinny  and  am  expecting  several  more  in  the  next  few 
days.    This  ship  will  sail  about  January  12  or  13,  and  they  are  expecting 
to  have  two  more  ships  leave  this  port  this  month.    Most  of  the  cargo  is 
grapefruit,  but  there  are  a  few  cars  of  oranges  and  tangerines,  most  of  the 
grapefru.it  being  70*  s',  SO's  and  96* s,  with  some  112*  s  and  126's,  the  smaller 
sizes  being  mostly  Thompson  Seedless  or  pink-meat  grapefruit.  Exporters 
hope  to  continue  shipping  through,  June  this  yea.r.     The  quality  of  all  this 
fruit  has  been  exceptionally  good." 


]4 c .     CALIFORNIA  SKIPPING- POINT  INSPECTIONS 

During  December,  about  2,  3o7  inspections  were  male  at  points  in 
California.    The  leading  districts  were  as  follows:-    Los  Angeles,  ^+g2  in- 
spections, including  5  at  ships ide;  Santa  Maria  28S;  San  Francisco  269, 
including  213  shipside;  Brawley-El  Centro  257;  Sacramento  2i+1+,  and  Stockton 
205. 

--IF  YOU  EVER  FAIL  TO  RECEIVE  A  COPY  OF  THE  D.L.,  ASK  WASHINGTON  FOR  ONE.— 
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5c.    REVISED  RULES  AKD  REGULATIONS 

Service  and  Regulatory  Amiouiic emeht  No.  93>-  Rales  and  Regulations 
of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  G-overning  the  Inspection  and  "Certification 
of  Fruits,  Vegetables  and  Other  Products,  -  has  "been  revised «.    The  new  ru.les 
and  regulations,  which  were  approved  by  the  Secretary,  will  he  effective  today, 
January  l6,  and  provide  for  changes  in  appeal  inspection  fees  for  all  products 
and  a  reduction  in  the  peanut  inspection  fee.    The  principal  changes  are 
covered  in  the  following  telegram,  which  was  sent  to  all  tho   inspection  offices 
yesterday :- 

"New  Rules  and  Regulations  governing  inspection  of  fruits,  vegetables 
and  other  products  approved  by  Secretary,   effective  January  l6,  provide  double 
in  place  of  triple  fees  for  appeal  inspections,  meaning  $8  instead  of  $12  as 
heretofore  when  sustained  and  no  charge  when  reversed.    Peanuts,  pecans  and 
other  nuts  $5  fee  for  all  lots  not  exceeding  carlo&d.     Different  grades  and 
varieties  of  peanuts  constitute  separate  lots,  making  $10  for  car  containing 
lTs  and  2T s  or  Spanish  and  runners,  with  provision  that  maximum  fee  for  re- 
inspection  of  single  car  shall  not  exceed  $15«    Latter  provision  -applies  to 
all  products." 

Copies  of  the  revised  Service  and  Regulatory  Announcement  Ho."  93  will 
be  mailed  to  all  offices  as  soon  as  a  supply  is  received  from  printer. 

Gc.    RECORD  OP  CALIFORNIA  LETTUCE  INSPECTIONS 

The  following  summary  of  lettuce  inspections  in  California  during  the 
last  six  months  of  1530  was  published  In  "The  Inspectors'  Notes"  for  January  9l~ 


Below 


District 

Vl 

85$ 

80% 

7o£ 

70$ 

65$ 

Gof. 

55* 

50fo 

50£ 

Total 

Imperial  V. 

101 

72 

33 

16 

k 

5 

6 

2 

26 

265 

Sacramento 

177 

l*j0 

52 

19 

5 

1 

k 

5U8 

Salinas 

66 

152 

1U3 

67 

19 

3^ 

20 

22 

7 

135 

665 

Santa  Maria 

l 

11 

19 

ih 

9 

7 

5 

20 

89 

Watsonville 

U6 

78 

ko 

35 

IS 

28 

15 

8 

2 

314 

Woodland 

kl 

23 

8 

3 

2 

k 

125 

U35 

50U 

39s 

192 

53 

95 

IT" 

36 

.  9 

233 

2006 

7c.     GREEN  MOLD  ROT  OP  TOMATOES 

E.  E.  Conklin,  of  the  Chicago  office,  has  called  attention  to  Mexican 
tomatoes,   showing  considerable  Alternaria  Rot,  Phoma  Rot  and  Green  Mold  Rot, 
the  latter  especially  after  being ffipening-rooms .    Particular  mention  is  made 
of  Green  Mold  Rot,  and  all  inspectors  are  requested  to  read  carefully  the 
following  item,  reprinted  from  D.L.  of  Dec.  LU,  1928.     It  was  originally 
written  by  G.  B.  Ramsey,   Senior  Pathologist  in  the  Chicago  office  of  B.P.I. :- 

"This  fall,  the  California  tomatoes  arriving  on  the  eastern  markets 
have  shown  many  greenish-black  spots  that  have  caused  inspectors  difficulty 
in  diagnosis.     These  spots  usually  follow  shoulder  bruises  or  mechanical  wounds 
elsewhere  on  the  tomato,  and  are  found  generally  on  turning  or  ripe  fruit,  al- 
though green  tomatoes  that  are,  for  any  reason,  delayed  in  ripening  may  show 
this  trouble.     The  decay  is  caused  by  a  green  mold  (Cladosporium) ,  which  is 
common  in  most  tomato-growing  regions,  but  is  known  chiefly  as  a  leaf  mold. 

(continued  over) 
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"The  lesions  produced  cn  ripening  f-tfuit  are  greenish-black,  circular, 
and  vary  from  l/o  to  l/g  inch  in  diameter.    The  center  is  sunken  and  the 
surface  generally  smooth,  but  sometimes  a  fine  greenish  powdery  appearance 
is  produced  "by  the  development  of  surface  mycelium-  and  spores.    Most  ,  lesions 
extend  about  l/S  inch  deep.     The  decrying  tissue  within  is  grayish-black 
and  spongy  and  can  be  lifted  fron  the  surrounding  herd  thy  tissue  with  the 
point  of  a  knife. 

"On  green  fru.it  the  spots  are  greenish— brown,  somewhat  leathery,  and 
slightly  sunken.     In  the  hunid'  atmosphere'  of  ripening  rooms,  the  greenish 
mycelium  and  spores  of  the  fungus  soon  become  evident  in  the  center  of 
the  spots. 

-"Green  Mold  Eot  appears  in  m«iy  respects  quite  similar  to -Phoma  Sot 
and  Alternaria  Rot,  but  the  above-mentioned  characteristics  should  make  it 
possible  to  recognize  this  disease.    Alternaria  Rot  usually  produces  a 
brownish— "black  surface  mold,  penetrates  deeply  into  the  flesh,  and  cruses 
a  black  discoloration  of  the  tissues.    Phoma  Rot  is  generally  limited  to 
growth  cracks  arid  checks  about  the  stem  scar,  and  the  smooth,   sunken,  black 
surface  of  the  lesions  shows  pyenidia  by  the  time  they  reach  a  diameter  of 
1/4  inch."-  • 


Sc.    APPLE:    INFECTIOUS  III  VIRGINIA  FOR  SEASON  TO  JANUARY  1 

,J-he  following  report  was  made  by  P.  S.  Kinsey  in  Virginia  "Inspection 
Notes"  for  January  13"- 

> TAUNT  ON 


DECEMBER: 
SEASON  to  Ja. 


1: 


YIINCHSSTER 

275 
2,  80S 


23 

4  si 


CHARLOTTESVILLE  ROANOKE 

39 


124 
712 


27S 


TOTAL 
461 

4,277 


EXPORT  PORM  CERTS. 
DECEMBER:  252 
SEASON  to  Jan.  1:  2,391 


22 

393 


117 

637 


35 
211 


1+26 
3,642 


DOMESTIC  CERTS. 

DECEMBER : 

SEASON  to  Jan.  1: 


23 
415 


1 
8S 


7 

75 


4 
5S 


35 
636 


EXPORT  FORI;!  CERTS . 

REFUSED,  RESIDUE 

DECEMBER: 

SEAS  Oil  to  Jan.  1: 


7 

S5 


5 
3S 


0 

24 


12 
155 


EXPORT  FORM  CERTS. 
REFUSED,  WORMS 
DECEMBER: 
SEASON  to  Jan.  1: 

It  will  be  noted 


6 
16 
that 


0 
11 


by 


:ar  the  larger  part  of  those  cars 


6 

29 
which 


were  refused  Export  Form  Certificates  on  account  of  residue  were  shipped 
before  December  1.    This  is  due  largely  to  the  fret  that,  later,  in  many 
cases  carlo ts  were  analyzed  for  residue  prior  to. the  time  of  the  issuance 
the  certificate,  and  those  found  running  high  were  cleaned  before  the  cer- 
tificate was  issued. 


of 


I 
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SYMBOLS 
N  -  NAVY 
M  ~  MARINE 
CORPS 

all  : 

OGURSS  IN  THESE  COLUMNS  REPRESENT  POUNDS 

Fruits  and 
vegetables 
PASSED 

Fruits  and 
vegetables 
REJECTED 

Total 
Quant  i  ty 
INSPECTED 

"Cuts"  made 
to  comply 
with  speci- 
fications 

Items 
Billed 
Short- 
we  ight 

STATIONS 

N  M 

II  M 

N  M 

N  M 

N  M 

CMRLESTON 

253206 

0 

10876 

0 

264 082 

0 

40 

0 

0 

0 

GREAT  LAKES 

9573^ 

0 

146285 

0 

242019 

0 

40 

0 

0 

0 

NSW  YORK 

464526 

74055 

29S24 

1185 

49435O 

75240 

0 

0 

0 

0 

NORFOLK 

73217 

0 

0 

0 

73217 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 

329248 

21313 

5992 

1500 

335340 

22S13 

330 

12 

0 

0 

SAH  DIE  GO 

717702 

44567 

10579 

1094 

72S2S1 

U5661 

5603 

413 

0 

0 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

718754 

50500 

U5000 

0 

763754 

50500 

0 

0 

0 

0 

SAIT  PEDRO 

622943 

0 

66  86 

0 

629629 

0 

2404 

0 

0 

0 

VALLEJO 

1 SOS 57 

21716 

10704 

1150 

191561 

22S66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

WASHINGTON 

S805 

0 

0 

0 

880  5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

3464992 

212151 

265946 

4929 

3730938 

217080 

8417 

'425 

0 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  U.  S.  SHIPPING  BOARD 

NEW  YORK 
NORFOLK' 

S032 
 9275  ._  

0 
0 

8032 
  9.275  

0 

.  0 

0 
0 

TOTAL 

17"307  | 

0 

17307 

0 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  U.  S.  VETERANS'  HOSPITAL 

CHICAGO 
MILWAUKEE 
NEW  YORK 
PHILADELPHIA 

46  840 

17733 
132390 

38485 

4440 
90 

.  5785 
17730 

51280 
17823 

138175 
56215 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

TOTAL 

235448 

2S045 

263493 

0 

0 

ihe  New  York  office  also  inspected  the  following:    Frai ts    Vegetables    Re,j ections 

United  States  Lines   

Munson  S.S.  Line   

American  France  Line  

American  Diamond  Line   

American  India  Line   

American  Brazil  Line  

Dollar  S.S.  Line   

Total    

In  addition,   the  San  Pedro  office  inspected    2,599  lbs.  bread,  5»414  lbs. 
butter  and  1,640  lbs.  cheese  for  the  Navy:  the  Vallej 0  office  inspected  26, 287  lbs 
bread  and  886  lbs.  rolls  for  the  Navy. 

CITY  MARKET  INSPECTIONS  FOR  DECEMBER  WILL  3E  PUBLISHED  NEXT  WEEK . 


79501 

260S79 

4  586 

11183 

43886 

0 

5061 

25291 

0 

3753 

I8295 

0 

331s 

14624 

0 

795 

6071 

0 

23283 

69211 

1130 

126904 

430257 

5716 
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9c.     BREAKDOWN  0?  ONIONS  A  GRADE  .DEFECT  

Onions  showing,  soft,  watery  discolored  .outer  scales,  which  may  "be 
either  freezing  in-jury  or  breakdown,  will  be  treated  a.s  a  grade  defect,  ex- 
cept when  ice  is  found  present  in  some  specimens  in  such  a  position  as  to 
indicate  transit  freezing.    Freezing  injury  should  not  "be  certified  unless 
ice  crystals  are  present  and  the  inspector  is  reasonably  sure  of  freezing 
injury.    When  such  stock  is  scattered  throughout  load,  the  injury  should  "be 
described  under  "Quality."    The  statement  that  the  location  of  the  damaged 
stock  i indicates  that  the  injury  did  not  occur  in  transit  should  not  be  made, 
this  form  of  statement  being  reserved  for  ca.ses  when  freezing  injury  is  re- 
ported and  there  is  no  question  as  to  whether  the  trouble  is  "breakdown"  or 
"freezing  injury." 

R.  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 

OF? ICS  NOTES: 

On  his  return  trip  from  Boston  and  Worcester,  Mass.,  last  Friday 
evening,  Mr.  Sherman  stopped  a.t  New  Haven,  Conn.,  between  trains,  and  ad- 
dressed a  meeting  which  had  been  quickly  arranged  by  members  of  the  trade 
from  four  or  five  of  the  largest  "towns  in  the  State.    About  50  or  60  dealers 
and  brokers  were  present,  arid  Mr.  Sherman  found  them  grea/tly  interested  in 
the  provisions  of  the  P.A.C.  Act,  which  he  explained  to  them,  answering 
numerous  questions  that  were  raised. 

Mr.  Sherman  expects  to  lea.ve  Washington  on  Saturday  afternoon  for 
Chicago,  where  he  will  attend  during  the  first  three  da.ys  of  next  week  the 
meetings  of  the  American  Fruit  '&  Vegetable  Shippers  Assn.  and  those  of  the 
Potato  Division  of  the  organization.    He  expects  to  take  part  in  discussions 
of  such  subjects  as  the  P.A.C.  Act  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  work 
of  our  Bureau..    He  plans  to  be  back  in  Washington  not  later  than  January  23  • 

Herbert  Graff  went  to  Richmond,  "~Va.,  on  Tuesday  and  inspected  three 
cars  of  Florida  cabbage  in  that  market. 

W.  E.  Leigh,  of  Mr.  Pa.ilthorp's  project,  went  to  New  York  City  on 
Tuesday  to  confer  with  inspectors  regarding  citrus  grades.    He  will  return 
to  his  desk  this  Saturday. 

W.  E.  Lewis,  of  the  Standardization  and  Research  project,  plans  to  be 
in  Chicago  all  of  next  week,  attending  the  meetings  of  the  National  Canners 
■A-ssn.  at  Stevens  Hotel.     On  Thursday  afternoon  he- will  lead  a  discussion  on 
"Buying  Raw  Products  on  Grade"  and- he- will  also  present  the  studies  which 
have  been  ma.de  of  grades  for  cannery  cherries  and  sweet  corn,  and  will  take 
part  in  discussions  on  apples,   spinach  and  tomatoes.    He  will  also  discuss 
citrus  grades  with  our  Chicago  inspectors.  -       ■  , ■ 

B.  E.  Surry  closed  the  market  reports  at  Phoenix,  Arizona,  today  and 
will  probably  take  a  few  days'  leave,  visiting  points  in  southern  California, 
before  returning  to  Chicago  about  January  2b. 

A.  E.  Mercker  will  attend  the  trade  meetings  in  Chicago  next  week. 
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1 a .    REDUCED  RAILROAD  RATES 

It  is  understood  that  the  railroads  are  now  offering  reduced  rates 
much  more  frequently  than  has  "been  done  in  the  past.     In  view  of  this,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  all  travelers  at  Government  expense,  whether  on  cash 
fare  or  transportation  request,  to  give  careful  attention  to  the  purchase 
of  excursion  tickets,  round-trip  tickets,  party  tickets,  etc.,  whenever 
practicable  and  economical,  as  outlined  in  Par.  Id  of  the  Sto.ndardized  Gov- 
ernment Travel  Regulations.     If  the  use  cf  available  reduced  rates  is  over- 
looked, suspensions  from  expense  accounts  by  the  Aacjoamti'^Off  ices  will 
undoubtedly  result. 

2a.    HARRY  A.  LEVY,  CHICAGO,  SENTENCED  UNDER  "THE  PRODUCE  AGENCY  ACT 

Advice  has  been  received  from  the  U.S.  Attorney  In  Chicago  that 
Harry  A.  Levy  pleaded  guilty  on  December  19  in  three  cases  filed  against 
him,  alleging  violation  of  the  Produce  Agency  Act. 

Two  cases  based  on  complnints  filed  by  Jacob  Alexander,   of  Mitchell, 
Nebr.,  and  H.  E.  Nagle,  of  Parker,   Idaho,  were  consolidated.     In  these  cases 
Levy  was  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  $100  and  costs. 

The  third  case  was  based  on  a  complaint  filed  by  Baldwin-Pope 
Marketing  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.     *n  this  case  Levy  was  fined  $100  and  placed 
on  probation  for  a  period  of  one  year,   the  terms  jf  probatio n  being  that  the 
defendant  shall  reimburse  the  shipper  for  the  money  withheld,  he  to  be  con- 
fined for  a  period  of  one  year  should  he  during  his  period  of  probation  fail 
to  reimburse  the  shipper. 

The  complaint  filed  by  Jacob  Alexander  Involved  consignments  of  10 
cars  of  potatoes  shipped  in  September  and  October,  1323.    Accounts  sales 
were  rendered  by  Harry  A.  Levy,   showing  total  net  proceeds  amounting  to 
$1,266.77-  Bo  payment  whatever  was  made  3r  offered,  however,  until  after  pro- 
secution was  commenced. 

The  complaint  filed  by  H.  E.  Nagle  involved  two  cars  of  potatoes  re- 
ceived 0 n  consignment  in  November,  1927 •     The  sale  prices  were  falsely 
reported  to  the  consigner  and  no  remittance  of  the  net  proceeds,  which 
amounted  to  $702. UO,  was  made,  except  a  belated  payment  of  $50  on  account. 

The  complaint  filed,  by  Baldwin-Pope  Marketing  Co.  involved  five  car- 
loads of  cabbage  handled  on  consignment  and  three  carloads  of  spinach  on 
joint -account  in  March,  1929*    Although  a  check  in  the  amount  of  $1,065. 75 
was  forwarded  to  cover  the  reported  net  proceeds,  payment  was  refused  011 
account  of  insufficient  funds  and  no  subsequent  payment  was  made. 

BOTH  market-news  men  and  inspectors  should  be  sure  to  read  the  item 
under  the  heading  of  "Regulatory  Activities"  In  the  back  part  of  this  D.L. 
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3a.    APPLES  MP  PEARS  STORED  IN  TSASIIIMJT02T  ON  JANUARY  1 


The  following  report  was  submitted  "by  Mrs. 
Spokane  office,  during  the  past  week: 


B,  Gerry,  of  the 


YAKIMA  DISTRICT 
Cold  Storage 
Connon  Storage 
Total 


APPLE  STORAGE  HOLDINGS,  JANUARY  li 
1926      1937      1928      193.9  1930 
4,9147   4,836   4,832    5,296    5, SOS 
1,073      380      U6U       506  189 
6,020   5,306    5,386   6,Uos  5,997 


1931 

7, 396  cars 
365  cars 
7,66l  cars 


WENATCHSE  DISTRICT 

Cold  Storage  1,637' 

Connon  Storage  lj  78U 

Total  3,1421 


2.43U    2,782  3,906 
_9J8    1,U66  1.6SS 


3,362  14,248 
STORAGE  REPOxt 


3,S37 
1,686 


T  BY  VARIETIES, 
"  YAKIMA 


5, 59^  5,523 
JANUARY  l: 


5,0l3  cars 
2, 013  cars 
7,035  cars 


WENATCHSE 


Wine  saps  , 

J  onathans  

Rone  s  

Delicious  

Yellow  Newt  owns  

Spitzehburgs  

Ark.  Blacks  

Stayr.ia.ns  

Black  Twigs  

W.  W.  Pearnains  

Black  Bens  and  Ganos  

Miscellaneous  

Total  

Ranch  Holdings. 


Nellis  

D'Anjoue  

Bosc  

Mi  seel lane ous 


Total 


1931 

1930 

1931 

19.30 

cars 

cars 

cars 

cars 

4,355 

4,419 

4,279 

3,740 

57 

83 

15 

10 

1,355 

649 

582 

294 

964 

403 

1,122 

708 

I405 

135 

159 

78 

42 

11 

50 

41 

26I4 

127 

136 

63 

72 

67 

132 

131 

55 

35 

37 

27 

34 

9 

75 

37 

17 

11 

34 

31 

4l 

US 

43 

IS 

7,66i 

5,997 

6,664 

5,178 

561 

345 

776"6i 

5,997 

7,025 

5,523 

PEARS : 

14U2 

380 

3* 

5 

158 

136 

23 

Us 

37 

9 

si 

0 

34 

4 

11 

10 

671 

529 

U6 

63 

HOOD  RIVER  HOLDINGS ! 
APPLES :-  I492  cars  Cold  Storage;  38  cars  Connon  Storage 

PEARS  (Cold  Storage) 

D'Anjous   59  cars  Easters  .•  •  •    4  cars 

Nellis   15  cars  Miscellaneous   10  cars 


APPLES 
PEARS :- 


APPLES  t- 


MEDFORD  DISTRICT: 
179  cars  (nostly  Newtowns) 

Nellis   176  car? 


D'Anjous   195  cars; 

SPOKANE  DISTRICT: 
143  cars  Cold  Storage; 


3l4  cars  Connon  Storage 
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MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


lb.    A  STANDARD  PACKAGE  FOR  FLORIDA  BERRIES,  EFFECTIVE  JAHUARY  19 

The  following  information'  was  submitted  "by  R.  M.  Peterson  fron 
Plant  City,  Fla.,  on  January  lb:~ 

"The  strawberry  movement  has  been  rather  light  this  week,  with  little 
likelihood  of  much  change  next  week.    Although  the  total  carlot  shipments 
to  date  are  far  "below  those  of  last  season,  this  year's  movement  compares 
favorably  with  that  of  normal  year**.     The  quality  has  improved,  "but  many  of 
the  berries  are  poorly  colored.    Prices  to  growers  remained  fairly  steady 
this  week  around  39^  Per  quart. 

"The  quart  cup  was  used  almost  entirely  in  this  section  until  a  few 
years  ago,  when  the  oblong  pint  made  its  appearance.     The  pint  cup  was  shaped 
to  fit  the  pony  refrigerators,  which  are  now  used  for  both  pints  and  quarts, 
The "pint  cup  became  very  popular  and  has  rapidly  taken  the  place  of  the  quart 
cup.    At  present,  both  pints  and  quarts  are  packed  in  various-sized  crates, 
and  this  lack  of  uniformity  makes  It  constantly  necessary  for  the  shippers 
to  transfer  these  cups,   in  order  to  load  a  car  with  crates  of  uniform  size. 
As  a  result,  northern  buyers  have  formed  preferences  for  certain  sized  crates 
and  cups,  and  it  has  become  impossible  for  local  buyers  to  know  what  package 
to  use.  •  •.  • 

"This  lack  of  uniformity  also  caused  wide  variations  in  the  relative 
prices  paid  for  quarts  and  pints.    The  quart  price-  may  be  relatively  higher 
one  day,  because  of  anunusually  large  number  of  orders  for  quarts,  and  the 
next  day  most  of  the  growers  will  pack  in  quarts  with  the  hope  of  getting 
the  high  price.    This  usually  results  In  pints  selling  at  a  premium,  and  in 
general  dissatisfaction.     Most  of  the  buyers  feel  that  all  of  this  can  be 
eliminated  by  adopting  a  uniform  package.    The  36-pint  crate,  with  oblong 
pints,  has  been  agreed  upon,  and  the  growers  have  been  asked  to  use  this  con- 
tainer exclusively.    Some  of  the  buyers  stated  that  they  expect  to  continue 
to  fill  orders  for  quarts  packed  in  pony  refrigerators,  but  that  these  ber- 
ries would  be  supplied  by  their  own  growers  who  will  be  told  how  many  quarts 
to  pack.     This  standard-package  request  -goes  -into  effect  January  19,  but 
there  seems  to  be  some  question  regarding  the  ultimate  result. 

"The  celery  shipments  from  the  Manatee- Sarasota  section  will  be  around 
100  cars  this  week,  with ' slightly  lighter  movement  expected  next  week.  The 
quality  has  remained  practically  unchanged,  and  'most  cars  have  been  packed 
under  the  second-grade  label  because  this  stock  is  not  quite  good  enough  to 
grade  U.  S.'  Ho.  1.    The  demand  has  been  good  for  smaller  sizes  and  has  shown 
some  improvement,  the  last  few  days,  for  the  larger "sizes .    Prices  have  re- 
mained practically  unchanged  for  the  past  two  weeks. 

"Practically  all  of  the  celery  in  this  ections  is  handled  by  two  organ- 
izations.    The  Manatee  County  Growers  Association  is  putting  up  a  crate-wash- 
ed, precooled  pack;    The  Paine r  Farms,   Inc.,  located  near  Sarasota,   is  pack- 
ing individually-washed  and  precooled  celery.    Both  of  these  organizations 
have  pre coo ling  plants,  that  actually  precool  the  celery  before  being  placed 
in  the  cars.     It  my  have  been  noticed  that  the  prices  paid  for  crate-washed 
seem  inconsistent,  at  times,  with  those  paid  for  individually-washed  stock. 
This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  practically  all  of  the  sales  in  this  section 
are  handled  by  these  two  organizations.^ 
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2b.     MAUY  IDAHO  POTATOES  SKIPPED  I  IT  SI&.LL  BAGS 

L.  C.  Tate,   in  a  letter  of  January  15  fron  Idaho  Falls,  tells  of  the 
relatively  large 'volume  of  Idaho  potatoes  shipped  in  small  bags:- 

"The  gradual  elimination  of  freezing  injury  fror::  the  Idaho  potato 
crop,  as  the  season  has  progressed,   is  a  "big  factor  in  the  shipping  of  .sarll 
bnga-    This  month  15  and  25-pound  bags  are  moving  in  somewhere  near  normal 
volume  for  the  first  time.    To  date  there  have  been  probably  less  than  1,000 
cars  of  small  bags  shipped  from  Idaho,  but"  the  remainder  of  the  season  may 
see  more  than  double  that  quantity  loaded.    Well-posted  trade  people  are  of 
the  opinion  that  3>500  cars  of  small  bags    were  shipped  from  the  State  last 
year,  so  that  present  indications  point  to  a  slight  decrease  of  shipments  in 
these  packages  this  year,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  crop  as  a  whole  is 
much  gre cater. 

"The  50-pound  bags  have  moved  quite  freely  into  northern  California 
at  prices  ranging  generally  10^  per  cwt,  over  the  regular  market  on  100-pound 
bags.    Judging  by  our  cash-track  sales  at  shipping  points,  the  market  for 
25-pound  bags  has  held  about  25^  above  the  regular  market  for  100' s  while 
15-pound  bags  generally  bring  30^  over  the  standard  sizes.    These  margins  on 
15' s  and  25' s  are  largely  made  up  of  the  cost  of  the  small  bags,  together 
with  a  small  margin  absorbed  by  extra  handling  at  the  sorting-table  and  in 
loading  the  cars. 

"The  50-pound  bags  have  all  been  burlap  sacks,  while  the  25's  were 
mostly  cotton  bags.    The  15' s  run  largely  to  woven-paper,  open-mesh  bags, 
but  some  operators  are  using  cotton  sacks  of  this  size.    Although  we  have  no 
knowledge  of  straight  cars  of  10-pound  bags  being  shipped  from  the  State,  we 
often  get  quotations  on  such  packages  in  mixed  cars  and  occasionally  we  hear 
of  boxed  bakers  being  sold  cash-track  in  mixed  cars.    But  trading  on  the 
latter  two  packages  is  extremely  scattered,  so  that  we  are  unable  to  quote 
them  on  the  market  wires. 

"There  has  been  a  strong  demand  for  Uo.  2' s  during  the  last  10  days, 
and  prices  have  advanced  in  spite  of  a  dull  condition  on  Uo.  l's.    During  the 
first  three  months  of  the  season,   it  seems  the  Idaho  growers  ma.de  special 
effort  to  move  their  Ho.  2ls,  feeling  that  any  speculation  on  future  markets 
would  best  be    done  on  good-quality  stocks  that  were  not  so  apt  to  show  a 
heavy  shrinkage.    That  early  movement  of  Uo.  2's  apparently  has  built  up  a 
good  outlet  for  the  grade,  so  that  now  the  call  exceeds  the  available  supply. 
The  margin  between  l's  and  2's  will  probably  be  lessened,  as  the  season  ad- 
vances.   Chicago,  the  recipient  of  heavy  consignments  of  this  grade  during 
October  and  -Uovember,  has  now  become  the  most  active  cash-buyer  for  these 
Uo.  2ls,  prices  at  that  xjoint  being  10^-20^'  above  those  quoted  in  other 
markets. 

"There  have  been  in  the  neighborhood  of  S00  carloads  of  contract  po- 
tatoes loaded  at  Idaho  shipping  points  during  the  past  three  weeks.  These 
have  cost  dealers  various  prices,  ranging  from  $1.50  to  $2  for  Ho.  1  grade, 
loaded.     This  condition  has  left  only  a  moderate  amount  of  daily  offerings 
from  Idaho,   in  spite  of  the  heavy  movement  ranging  up  to  200  cars  drily,  be- 
cause a.  good  portion  of  these  contract  potatoes  is  in  turn  sold  to  city 
terminals  on  previous  agreements." 


D3CEM35E,  1930,   issue  cf  "Crops  and  Markets"  contains  all  the  final 
crop  reports  for  the  year,  with  comparative  figures  for  previous  years.  If 
your  office  does  not  heave  a  copy  of  the  December  issue,  ask  fer  one. 
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yo .    HT117S  OK  CITRUS  FRUITS  AHD  VEGETABLES  IS  LOWER  RIO  GRAlTDg  VALLEY 

¥.  D.  Googe  sent  the  following  interesting  report  in  a  letter  of 
January  13  from  Brownsville,  Texas :- 

"Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  shipments  of  fruits  and  vegetables  to  date 
this  season  are  considerably  less  than  to  the  sane  tine  last  season.  The 
citrus  novenent  is  nore  than  a  thousand  cars  short  of  the  nuriber  of  cars 
shipped  to  date  in  1930,  clue  to  a  lighter  crop  following  cold  weather  a.  year 
ago  and  also  to  low  prices  this  sea.son  which  have  delayed  harvesting  the 
fru.it.    The  vegetable  novenent  is  likewise  short  of  the  nuriber  of  cars  ship- 
ped at  this  tine  last  year,  despite  increased  acreages  of  many  commodities. 
Rainy  weather  early  in  the  fall  hindered  planting,  and  generally  cool  weather 
during  December  resulted  in  slow  growth.    A  conpensating  factor,  however,  is 
better  quality,  particularly  in  cabbage  and  spinach,  which  are  "said  to  be 
far1  above  the  average  at  this  tine  of  the  year  in  this  .section, 

"The  feature  of  last  week's  marketing  of  these  connodities  was  a 
sharp    increase  in  cabbage  prices.    Wire-order  prices  rose  from  $30  x^er  ton 
on  Monday  to  $30  an(i  $32*50  on  Friday.    Rains  Friday  night  and  Sunday  result- 
ed in  light  loadings,  and  shippers  are  hesitant  about  sending  out  quotations 
or  taking  orders  at  any  price  now.    Most  of  then  state  that  these  prices  are 
too  high,  in  comparison  with  those  for  storage,  cabbage,  and  are  fearful  that 
a  reaction  nay  send  prices  in  the  Valley  back  to  the  low  level  of  two  years 
ago,  when  the  bulk  of  the  crop  noved  at  $10  to  $12  per  ton,  f .o.b.  usual 
terns.    The  cabbage  is  being  bought  from  growers  at  so  much  per  ton,  but 
shipments  consist  largely  of  lettuce  crates.    Some  cars  of  bulk  cabbage  are 
being  shipped  and  there  are  occasional  cars  of  the  old-tine  'barrel1  cra.tes, 
but  the  western  lettuce  crate  is  by  far  the  most  popular  package  this  sea- 
son.    Some  shippers  are  experimenting  with  shipments  in  open-mesh  sacks  and 
in  l-g—bushel  hampers. 

"Carrots  also  advanced  in  price  during  the  past  week,  while  be e t s  and 
spinach  held  about  steady.     Some  few  cars  of  fall-crop  potatoes  are  being 
moved,  mostly  on  consignment  but  with  generally  satisfactory  returns.  Green 
sprouting  broccoli  has  been  in  good  demand,  while  anise,   endive,  escarole, 
mustard,  turnips  and  turnip  greens  have  moved  rather  slowly  at  comparatively 
low  prices.    Plantings  of  spring  crops  of  potatoes,  beans  and  tomatoes  are 
practically  completed,  and  reports  indicate  that  these  commodities  will  be 
10  days  to  two  weeks  earlier  this  season  than  last  year." 

Additional  information  was  received  in  the  following  letter,  dated 
January  1S:~ 

"Movement  of  vegetables  from  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  during  the 
last  week  has  been  hampered  by  rainy  weather.    By  Friday,  fields  were  too 
wet  for  harvesting  even  root-crops  except  in  a  few  isolated  high  spots.  The 
rains  were  slow  and  misty,  as  are  frequently  encountered  in  this  section 
during  this  season,  -  the  kind  that  makes  good  quality  and  high  yields  of 
winter  vegetables, 

"The  slight  gains  reported  in  prices  the  first  week  after  the  holi- 
days were  generally  lost  last  week.    Cabbage  dropped  back  to  around  ^20  per 
ton  in  carloads  f.o.b.  usual  terms.    Despite  lighter  loadings  on  account  of 
the  weather,   terminal  markets  showed  considerable  weakness.    Carrots  were 
in  similar  position.     Crrtes  were  in  fair  demand  at  $1.50  a  week  ago,  but 
this  week  closed  with  a  very  light  demand  at  mostly  $1»35»    Beets  are  selling 
at  the  same  prices  as  carrots,  whereas  during  the  first  week  of  the  new  year 
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they  generrlly  ruled  15^  to'  25^  higher.     Spinach  showed  a  firmer  tone,  due  .  . 
to  lighter  shipments  in  the  Winter  Garden  section.    The  large  crop  of  turnips 
planted  this  season  has  Drought  poor  returns.    Green  sprouting  "broccoli  has 
"been  in  good  demand,  notwithstanding  a  greatly  increased  volume  moving  in 
mixed  cars.     There  has  "been  some  improvement  in  prices  for  citrus,  "but  grow- 
ers do  'not  yet  consider  them  encouraging.    Of  the  thousand  or  so  cars  of 
citrus  left  to  "be  shipped,   it  is  .estimated  that  about  I5O  cars  are  0  ranged, 
and  the  "balance  mostly  grapefruit." 

Ub .    WISCOIISIII  SEED-POTATO  BUSINESS  ■-  SLOW  - 

In  a  letter  of  January  16  from  Waupaca,  C.  D.  Schoolcraft  tells  of 
the  dull  market  for  Wisconsin  seed  potatoes  this  year:- 

" Carlo t  potato  prices  in  Wisconsin  have  ranged  generally  $1.20-$1»30 
for  the  past  10  days,  with  the  majority  of  'the  stock  selling  around  $1.25« 
Occasional . cars  of  better-grade  northern  stock  have  sold  higher,  with  ordi- 
nary and  poor  stock  selling  considerably  lower..   Some  cars  of  ungraded  stock 
have  returned  as  low  as  90^  per  100  pounds  or  less  than  cost.    All  interest 
has  been  lost  in  No.  2  stock  and  one  operator,  at  least,  has  been  selling 
this  stuff  that  he  acquired  earlier  in  the  season  for  stock-feed  at  any 
figure  that  is  offered.    Practically  no  lid.  2 "stock  will  be  shipped. this  ... 
year  unless  the  market  improves  considerably. 

"The  certified— seed  business  has  "been  very  slow  and  such  sales  as  have 
been  made'  so  far  have  friled  to  maintain  i.the  usual  margin  that  is  expected 
above  the  price  of  table  stock.    Dealers-' here'  are  blaming  this  lack  of  seed 
business  on  two  facts:     (l)     the  relatively  lower  prices  .on  Nebraska  Triumphs 
which  comprise  the  bulk  of  the  seed  movement  from  Wisconsin  at  this  season, 
and  (2)  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  southern  growers  to  buy  their  seed  in  ad- 
vance of  the  actual  requirements.    During  the  past  two  seasons,  the  southern 
growers  who  bought  their  seed  at  planting-time  gained  an  advantage  over  those 
who  bought  far  in  advance,  and  it  appears'  that  such  will  likely  be  the  case 
again  this  year. 

"'Movement  from  the  farm  continues  very  light,  despite-  a  mild  and  open 
winter.    Shipments  are  increasing  somewhat  and  are  averaging  close  to  50 
cars  per  day,  a  movement  which  will  likely  take  care  of  the  remainder  of  the 
crop  without  any  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  season." 


5b .    BUNCHED  SPINACH  FROM  IMPERIAL  VALLEY 

W.  H.  Hall,  of  the  Chicago  office,  wrote  the  following  letter  about 
his  market  quotations  on  bunched  spinach  from  California:- 

"I  have  your  letter  Of  the  23rd  ult .,  making  inquiry  about  the 
bunched  spinach,  quoted  in  our  recent  wires.    This  spinach  is  the  ordinary 
flat  or  broad-leaf  type,   such  as  is  received  from  the  other  spinach  States. 
Prom  two  to  four  bunches  are  tied  together,  either  with  string,  grass  or 
rubber-bands,    ^here  seems  to  be  no  particular  advantage  in  this  method  »f 
packing,  but,  on  the  other  hand,   there  is  one  decided  disadvantage,  and  that 
is:  the  stock  is  inclined  to  heat,  due  no  fikoubt  to  poor  air-circulation. 
Two  or  three  cars  were  received,  all  coming  from  around  Calexico  in  the 
extreme  end  of  the  Imperial  Valley.     Today  a  good-sized  lot  of  this  stock 
had  to  be  sacrificed  at  50^  per  crate,  due  to  decay.     It  is  more  than  likely 
that  this  new  method  will  be  short-lived." 
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6b.     CONTINUED  BAINS  HAVE  DAMAGED  PLOP I DA  VEGETABLES 

V.  E.  Nicholson  sent  the  follqv/ing  news  in  a  letter  of  January  17 
from  Miami,  Fla.:- 

"Eains  the  first  of  this  week,  followed  "by  the  cold  weather  Wednesday 
and  Thursday,  have  served  to  retard  the  movement  of  vegetables  fron  south 
Florida  points.    A  minimum  of  3°°  was  reached  here  in  Miami  on  Wednesday 
night  and  a  temperature  of  37°  was  reported  at  the  Experiment  Station  about 
three  miles  southeast  of  Belle  Glade.     Mr.  Steffani,  County  Agent  at  Hone- 
stead,  reported  a  minimum  of  38°  there.    This  was  probably  the  coldest  wea- 
ther of  the  season?  yet,  because  of  the  rather  high  winds  which  blew  all 
night,  there  was  no  frost  reported  in  any  of  the  lower  East  Coast  sections. 
At  first,   it  was  thought  that  there  might  be  some  rather-serious  damage  to 
the  growing  beans  around  Lake  Okeechobee,  but  it  now  appears  that  the  damage 
will  be  very  light.    The  cold  weather  did  little  damage  to  beans,  peppers 
and  tomatoes  in  the  East  Coast  sections. 

"The  rains  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  which  extended  over  the  extreme 
southern  part  of  Florida,   seem  to  have  done  more  damage  than  the  cold  weather. 
Mr.  Steffani  at  Homestead  and  shippers  here  in  Miami  report  that  the  rains 
probably  ruined  about  $30  acres  of  tomatoes  southwest  of  Homestead.  The 
quality  of  the  tomatoes  has  been  only  fair,  and  nearly  a  week  of  rainy,  cold 
and  cloudy  weather  has  made  conditions  worse.    While  it  would  be  incorrect 
to  say  that  south  Florida  has  had  six  sunless  days,  there  have  been  six  days 
with  very  little  sunshine  and  the  tomatoes  and  other  crops  have  suffered  ac- 
cordingly. 

"Although  shipments  have  been  heavier  than  last  week,   there  has  been 
little  trading  in  tomatoes,  mainly  because  of  the  poor  quality  and  the  proba- 
bility of  rot  developing  in  transit.     There  have  been  practically  no  f.o.b. 
sales'~of  tomatoes  this  week.    One  car  -  of  only  fair  quality  sold  yesterday 
at  31.75  Per  six-basket  crate  of  Fancy  count,  and  the  Choice  count  in  that 
car  sold  at  75^»    ^e  inquiry  is  fairly  good  for  good  tomatoes,  but  there 
haifrebeen  practically  no  good  tomatoes  available  for  shipment  during  the  past 
week. 

"Shipments  of  beans  are  in  about  the  same  volume  as  last  week.  How- 
ever, the  quality  yesterday  was  not  as  good  as  at  the  first  of  the  week  and 
most  Bountifuls  sold  at  §h- $4.50  per  bushel  hamper.   .Most  of  the  beans  are 
being  shipped  from  Pompanp,  but  a  few  express  lots  and  an  occasional  mixed- 
car  containing  beans  has  been  shipped  from  around  Lake  Okeechobee. 

"Shipments  of  peppers  from  around  Pompana  have  increased  this  week. 
The"  price  has  also  advanced  to  $2.25-42.50  per  crate,  with  most  sales  around 
$2.50  yesterday.    While  it  is  probable  that  the  market  will  be  a  little  top- 
heavy  at  that  figure,   the  demand  yesterday  seemed  to  be  fairly  good  and  there 
were  about  five  cars  of  peppers  loaded  at  Pompano.     Ihere  has  also  been  a 
fair  movement  from  the  section  around  Ft.  Myers  on  the  West  Coast. 

6|b.    ADDITIONS  TO  "D"  PACE  0?  CODE  (effective  January  30) 

Effective  with  the  f.o.b.  report  of  January  30,  add  the  following 
to  the  "Dn  page  of  the  code: 

DEL  -  Western  New  York  Points 

DUL  -  Western  and  Central  New  York  Points 
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7b.    VALE  LIC I A  01TI0H  PRICES  ADVANCE  I  IT  SOUTHEASTERN  COLORADO  ■ 

Bryce  Morris  wrote  as  follows  from  the  Denver'  office  in  a  letter  of 
January  17 1- 

"The  past  week  has  been  quiet,  as  far  as  potatoes  were  concerned  in 
Colorado.    There  was  a  slight  increase  in  prices  to  growers  down  in  the  San 
Luis  Valley,  while  northern  Colorado  points  remained  about  steady.  Northern 
Colorado  shipments  have  been  fairly  liberal  as  predicted,  ranging  from  11  to 
4-0  cars  daily  this  week.     On  the  Western  Slope,   shipments  have  been  more 
liberal,  ranging  from  7  to  37  cars  daily.    The  Carbondale  and  Montrose  dis- 
tricts together  have  now    shipped  1,095  cars,  compared  to  1,790  last  season 
at  this  time.    According  to  shippers1  and  dealers'  estimates^  the  Western 
Slope  movement  is  only  slightly  over  one-third  completed.    Potatoes  are  ap- 
parently keeping  quite  well  in  storage  this  season',  and  no  unfavorable  re- 
ports have  been  received  from'  storage  cellars  in  the  various  districts. 

"Potato  dealers  here  in  the  Denver  area  seem  quite  interested  in  the 
•futures.'  sales  on  the  Chicago  Mercantile  Exchange  but  as  yet  have  not  availed 
themselves  of  the    opportunity  to  buy  and  sell  through  this  medium'.  However, 
several  have  expressed  their  intention  of  doing  so,  after  watching  operations 
on  'futures'  for  a  few  weeks. 

"Onion  shipments  have  been  moderate  recently.    A  good  demand  developed 
early  this  week  for  large  Valencias  in  the  Arkansas  Valley.    Dealers  reported 
sales  in  100-pound  open-mesh  sacks  at  $1 .35-41  »H0  for  U.S.  Ho.l,  while  a  few 
sales  of  50-pound  sacks  were  reported  as  high  as  $1.6~0  per  cwt.,  although  the 
bulk  of  sales  were  made  at  $1.4-0-$  1*50  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  usual  terms.  Dealers 
and  warehouse-men  paid  the  growers  90^-$  1  for  three-inch  Valencias,  while 
the  two-inch  stock  returned  only  35^-4-0^  bulk  per  cwt.  to  the  grower.  If 
the  recent  ratio  continues,   the  1930-31  shipments  would  be  around  1,500  cars, 
but  dealers  generally  estimate  that  1,300  to  1,4-00  cars  will  be-  the  maximum 
shipped  from  southeastern  Colorado,  unless  prices  improve. 

"On  the  Western  Slope  390  cars  of  onions  have  now  been  shipped,  com- 
pared with  SSI  last  season.    Growers  are  receiving  mostly  25^  per  cwt.  for 
bulk  Ho.  1  Yellow  Danvers,  delivered  at  the  warehouse.    The  demand  for  this 
variety  was  very  slow' and  offerings  •'have  keen  light  on  account  of  low  prices. 

The  Denver  Market 

"A  carload  of  bulk  grapefruit  from  the  Indian  River  section  of  Florida 
was'  offered  in  Denver  this  week.    Bourk-Donaldson-Taylor  bought  the  car  and 
packed  the  fruit  in  bushel  baskets.     It  was  the  Marsh  Seedless  variety  and 
sold  around  $3*50  per  bushel.'    Sizes  were  arranged  to  run  uniformly  per 
"package.    Mr.  Black,  Vice  President  of  the  company,  advised  that  the  new 
package. sold  quite  freely. 

"California  cauliflower  has  been  lower  on  the  Denver  market,  chiefly 
on  account  of  poorly-headed  'stock,  with  occasional  "sales  reported  as  low  as 
$1.50.  Best  Arizona  cauliflower  was  selling  at  $2.10-$2.25  per  pony  crate. 
Hew  cabbage  in  lettuce  crates  from  Texas  and  Arizona,  was  selling  at  32^  Per 
pound  here  this  week." 


Sb  .     HEW  MARKET  I HC-  SUMMARIES 

This  week,  there  have  been  distributed  two  summaries  by  W.  D.  Googe:- 
"Marketing  Lov/er  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas  Vegetables  (Carrots,  Beets, 
Beans,  Corn,  Onions  and  Mixed  Vegetables),  1929-30  Season,"  and  "Marketing 
Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas  Cabbage,  I929-3O  Season." 
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9b .    COST  OF  PRODUCING  AND  MARKETING  WASHINGTON  LETTUCE 

T.  E.  Hall  wrote  as  follows  in  a  letter  of  January  9  from  Seattle, 

Wash:- 

"Some  interesting  figures  have  recently  come  to  the  writer's  atten- 
tion in  connection  with  various  items  entering  into  the  distribution  of 
Iceberg-type  lettuce.    No  attempt  is  being  made  to  show  the  comparative 
costs  between  the  Pasco-Walla  Walla  section  and  the  Puget  Sound  territory, 
as  such  information  is  not  at  hand. 

"The  manager  of  the  Paeco  Growers'  Association  plant,  which  has  just 
finished  marketing  nearly  15O  cars,  estimates  that  the  handling  charges  per 
crate,  packed  in  their  plant,  average  3'1^»     Included  in  this  item  is  all 
ice,  rpaper,  light  and  power,  labor  in  unloading  from  the  trucks,  and  pack- 
ing and  loading  into  cars.    The  average  net  returns  were  $1.18  per  crate, 
after  deducting  all  selling  expenses,  packing  and  handling  charges,  labor, 
icing,  in  fact  everything  but  the  price  of  the  crates. 

"H.  D.  Locklin,  Horticulturist  for  the  Western  Washington  Experiment 
Station,  has  made  a  survey  of  costs  for  producing  and  marketing  Pugent  Sound 
lettuce, preparatory  to  submitting  material  for  publication  in  a  Station  bulle- 
tin.   Prom  his  survey,  he  tells  me  that  it  costs  about  75^  to  grow  and  de- 
liver a  crate  of  lettuce,  and  an  additional  80^  to  precool,  grade,  pack  and 
sell  the  crate.    Unfortunately,  comparable  information  for  the  two  districts 
is  unavailable." 


10b.    PL  OR  I  DA  CITRUS  EXCHANGE  TO  MOVE  TO  WINTER  HAVEN 

H.  P.  Willson  sent  the  following  news  in  a  letter  of  January  17 
from  Winter  Haven s- 

1 1  Friday,  January  l6,  was  a  lucky  day  for  Winter  Haven.     On  this  date 
the  Florida  Citrus  Exchange  voted  to  move  its  headquarters  from  Tampa  to 
Winter  Haven.    There  was  considerable  opposition  to  this  change.    The  di- 
rectors' vote  resulted  in  a  deadlock, 12  to  12.    The  chairman  cast  his  vote 
in  favor  of  a  change.    Winter  Haven,  Orlando  and  Lakeland  made  the  strongest 
bids  for  the  Exchange's  new  home,  Winter  Haven  finally  winning  over  Orlando 
in  the  final  ballot  13  to  10. 

"The  prospective  Exchange  headquarters  in  the  Realty  Commerce  Build- 
ing have  been  purchased  by  1,500  growers  of  nearby  exchanges  and  three  in- 
dependent shippers  here  in  Winter  Haven.    The  building,  which  is  only  par- 
tially finished,  will  be  completed  according  to  Exchange  specifications  and 
turned  over  as  an  outright  gift.     It  is  planned  to  have  it  ready  for  occu- 
pancy at  the  close  of  the  present  shipping— season, .  a.t  which  time  the  move 
will  be  made." 


1 113 •    ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  VIRGINIA  DEPT.  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Bulletin  No.  277  of  the  Virginia  Dept.  of  Agriculture .  and  Immigra- 
tion, dated  January  1931>  contains  the  annual  report  of  the  Department, 
■"■t  is  a  volume  of  136  interesting  pages,  well-illustrated  by  about  70 
photographic  cuts  of  farm  scenes  and  farm  operations  throughout  the  State, 
showing  every  phase  of  agricultural  life.    About  l6  pages  are  devoted  to 
fruit  growing  and  inspection.    Pictures  a.re  presented  of  an  apple-packing 
plant  and  of  a  strawberry-packing  shed.    A  chapter  is  given  to  watermelons. 
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1213.    REPORT  OF  CHICAGO  POTATO  "FUTURES" 

Trading  in  potato  "futures"  seems  to  "be  definitely  established  at 
Chicago,  and  such  sales  will  be  regularly  included  hereafter  as  a  part  of 
the  Chicago  market  report. 

In  line  with  the  market  news  policies  in  similar  instances, it  is  not 
believed  to  be  advisable  to  specify  in  the 'daily  mimeographed  reports  that 
sales  are  made  on  the  Chicago  Mercantile  Exchange,  any  more  than  we  would 
specify  the  names  of  auction  companies.     If  this  method  of  trading  is  suc- 
cessful,  it  is  possible,  that  potato  .'V future s"  will  -..be  added  on  other  exchang- 
es.   Therefore,  we  believe  the  report .'  should  be  added  to  the  regular  market 
merely  under  the  title  of  "Futures,"  specifying  .month  of  delivery. 

Additions  to  the  code  appear,  to  be ■ unnecessary,  at  least  until  the 
basis  of  trading  Is  expanded.    For  the  present,  the  report  will  be  wired  as 
"FUTURES  MARCH  DELIVERY  IDAHO , PAYEF  etc."    This  should  be  printed -as  a  part 
of  the  Chicago  market:,  following  the  usual  "track  sales,  carlots  outweight." 
If  trading  is  started  on  other  varieties,  they  will  be  quoted  accordingly. 

13b.    ADDITIONAL  POTATO  AHD-QHIOH  SHIPMENT-    FIGURES  OH  THE '  LEASED  WIRE 
.    ,        On  each  Tuesday  throughout  the  shipping  season  of  the  old  crop,  the 
potato  shipment  wire,,  hereafter,  will  include  the  totals  to  date  this  season 
and  last  from  the  19  surplus  States,   in  addition  to.  totals  to  date  for  the 
entire  United  States. 

These  totals  for  the  19  surplus  States  will  follow  the  U.  S.  totals 
of  the  old  crop,  and  will  be  designated  by  the  word'  "surplus, "  as  follows: 
"TD  OLD  175, 3&'       SURPLUS  105,651       HEW  U5O 
LS  OLD  l6S,657        SURPLUS  111,267:       HEW  370"  ' 

This  should  be  printed  on  the  reports  as:  '.'Totals  to  date:  This  season, 
Old:  U.S.  175, 3SU;  19  Surplus  States  105,651;  Hew  k^O.    Last'  season,  Old: 
U.S.  l6S, 637;  19  Surplus  States  111,267;  Hew  370." 

All  offices  should  in  all  cases  specify  in  full  the  term  "19  Surplus 
States,"  and  not  use.  merely  the  word  -"surplus,.''  . 

Beginning  on  the  same  date. (January  27)  the  onion  shipment  wire  will 
also  include  totals  to  date  for  the  late  crop,  as  well  as  total  U.S.  shipments 
These  will  be  designated  by  the  word  "late"  and.  should  be  printed  on  the  re- 
ports as  "late  States.".  The  States  included  in  this  total  will  correspond 
to  the  list,  in  the  Weekly  Carlo t  Summary  of  January  27  and  thereafter. 

lk\> .    WESTERH  HEW  YORK  -CABBAGE  PRICES  AT  A  LOW  LEVEL 

The  following  report  da ted January  20  was  received  from  R.  L.  Sutton, 
of  the  Rochester  office S- 

"At  western  Hew  York  shipping-points  the  demand  and  trading  for  most 
lines  of  f raits  and  vegetables-  have  been  rather ' inactive  during  the  past 
seven  days.     The  loadings  of  cabbage  averaged  .slightly  over  60  cars  daily. 
Dealers  were  finding  it  difficult  to  sell  their  offerings  f.o.b.,  with  the 
consequence  that  a -large  number  of  cars  had  to  be  consigned  paid  some  loadings 
accumulated  on  track.     The  price  paid  to  growers  dropped  as  low  as  .t>g  per 
ton  in  some  cases,  but  a-s  a  rule  the  producers  were  unwilling  to  let  any 
quantity  of  stock  go  at  this  figure..    The  $10.  value  continued  to  be  the  one 
at  which-" iaost  Sales  between  grower'  and  dealer  were  made. 

"Apples  moved  out  under  practically  the  same  marketing  conditions  as 
were  reported  previously.    A  limited  number  of  sales  were  being  made  for  ex- 
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port  shipment,  although  it  is  believed  that  at  least  half  of  the  loadings  for 
foreign  trade  are  consigned,    Practically  no  sales  are  "being  reported  on 
"barreled  stock  for  domestic  use. 

"The  price  level  for  po'tatoes  has  shown  little  fluctuation  over  a 
period  of  several  weeks.    F.o.b.  sales  closed  yesterday  at  $2. 30-?$  2. 35  for 
carlots  of  150-pound  sacks  of  Round  TThites,  U.  S.  ITo.  1  a:id  portly-graded. 
The  dealers  report  only  fair  demand  for  the  potatoes  at  these  figures. 
Growers  received  70^-75^  "bulk  per.  bushel.     The  report  of  January  holdings 
may  serve  as  a  stimulus  to  the  market.. 

"Onions  and  carrots  continued  in  very  light  demand  and  the  market  for 
"both  of  these  commodities  remains  dull." 

1 5no .    BSL017-ZER0  TEMPERATURES  I  IT  ,;0RTHS?II  MAIUE 

W.'  D.  Hull  wrote  as  follows  from  Presque  Isle  in  a,  letter  dated 
January  19  S~ 

"The  Maine  potato  situation  has  changed  very  little  the  past  week. 
Outside  markets  were  dull  and  wire-inquiry  throughout  the  week  was  very 
light.    TIh.il e  track-holdings  in  the  principal  Maine  markets  were  rather 
light,  city  buyers  were  reluctant  to  load-up  to  any  extent  "but  preferred  to 
buy  on  a  hand-to-mouth  basis. 

"By  Wednesday,  January  1^4-,  there  was  an  accumulation  of  unsold  cars 
and  ma^'sales  were  reported  that  day  on  the  basis  of  $1-35  f»o.b.  per  100- 
pounds.     Thursday  morning,   sales  were  again  being  made  at  the  old  price  of 
$1.^0,  raid  the  slight  weakening  of  Wednesdays  market  proved  to  be  only  a 
temporary  feature  and  was  considered  by  several  members  of  the  trade  to  be  a 
good  thing,  as  it  served  to  move  the  cars  on  track  which  were  unsold  and 
paved  a  wry  for  a  firmer  asking -price,  also  creating  a  better  feeling  in 
the  local  market. 

"  aulings  continued  light  all  the  week,  especially  in  localities 
where  the  street-price  was  $1.90  per  barrel  of  ungraded  stock.  Thursday 
the  weather  was  colder.     On  Friday,  the  official  minimum  temperature  for 
Presque  Isle  was  11°  below  zero,  and  various  unofficial  reports  from  the 
vicinity  of  Caribou  stated  20°  to  26°  below.     It  might  be  said,   in  passing, 
that  temperature  for  Presque  Isle  is  taken  at  the  State  Pa.rm,  which  is  on  a 
hill  some  distance  from  the  village  and  is  often  5°  to  6°  warmer  than  it  is 
down  in  the  village.    The  extreme  temper atoire  curtailed  haulings  from  farm 
storages,  but  loadings"  were  maintained  at  about  the  usual  rate  from  the 
tra,ck-side  warehouses. 

"On  Saturday,  January  10,  Maine  shipments  passed  the  25,000  mark. 
Monday,  January  15,  will  probably  see  them  pass  27,000  cars.     There  is  con- 
siderable discussion  regarding  the  number  that  remain  to  be  shipped.  Various 
estimates  place  the  number  between  20,000  and  25,000  cars.     Shipments  for  the 
past  week  have  been  heavier  than  usual,  the  local  dealers  saying  that  city 
buyers  who  bought  high-priced  potatoes  last  fall  have  become  tired  of  hold- 
ing for  higher  prices  and  are  talcing  their  loss  now  and  shipping  their  stock 
to  market. 

"There  is  considerable  interest  shown  in  the  trading  in  'futures*  on 
the  Chica.go  Mercantile  Exchange.     The  opinions  as  to  its  outcome  and  the 
possible  effect  on  the  potalo  market  a.re  many  and  diverse.    Another  topic  of 
conversation  wherever  potato  men  gather  is  the  report  of  the  stocks  on  hand 
as  of  Ja.nua.ry  1.     The  majority  think  that  it  will  be  of  some  help  to  the 
market  conditions." 
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l6b .    GREEN  PEAS  SHELLED  IN  MEXICO  ARRIVING-  IN  GOOD  CONDITION  IN  N.Y.  CITY 

E.  R.  Biddle  sent  the  following  interesting  letter  from  New  York  on 
January  17:- 

"During  the  past  week  or  two,  we  have  "been  receiving  small  lots  of 
peas  from  Mexico,  which  were  shelled  at  the  producing  end.    These  peas  have 
arrived  in  excellent  condition,  and"are  packed  in  one-pound  and  half-pound 
cartons,  each  attractively  labelled.    The  cartons  are  packed  30  pounds  and 
30  half-pounds  to  the  crate,  making  45  pounds  net  peas.    The  cartons  are 
packed  in  cracked  ice,  hut  the  peas  themselves  are  kept  dry. 

"The  last  shipment  sold  for  $19  per  crate,  compared  with  $9.25~$10, 
mostly  $9 '50~$9 «75 ,  for  peas  in  the  shell.    This  seems  to  me  to  be  an  in- 
teresting experiment  and  probably  the  start  of  a  change  in  the  shipment 
method  used  for  this  commodity.    The  extra  cost  of  packing  should  be  more 
than  overcome  by  the  difference  in  cost  of  transportation  and  import  duties, 
and  the  fact  that  U.S. Fancy  peas  in  the  shell  will  not  produce  much  more  than 
4o$  shelled  peas." 

By  a  simple  computation,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  crate  of  45  pounds 
of  peas  in  the  shell  will  usually  yield  IS  pounds  of  the  shelled  product. 
If  a  crate  of  unshelled  peas  sells  to  the  jobber  at  an  average  of  $9.6o,~ 
this  means  that  the  shelled  peas  from  that  crate  will  cost  53^  per  pound. 
The  45  pounds  of  shelled  peas,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Biddle  as  selling  for  $19 
per  crate,  would  average  about  42^  per  pound. 

17b.     COLD  STORAGE  HOLDINGS  OF  APPLES  IN  VIRGINIA,  JANUARY  1 

The  following  report  for  Jan.  1  includes  only  apples  stored  in  IS 
storage  plants  where  shipping-point  inspections  are  generally  made  in 
Virginia.    Cold  storages  at  other  points,  from  which  apples  are  generally  re- 
moved for  local  or  motor-truck  trade,  are  not  included.    No  northwestern 
apples  are  included:- 


BARRELS 

BASKETS 

BOXES 

TOTAL  BARRELS 

Winchester,  Berryville:- 

11^,723 

137,902 

160,690 

Broadway,  Harrisonburg:- 

25,676 

37,965 

487 

38,493 

Staunton,  Waynesboro :- 

12,764 

31,795 

23,362 

Crozet,  Charlottesville:" 

35,086 

66,6lS 

1,316 

57,731 

Shipman,  Arrington,  Lynchburg:- 

16, 424 

57,521 

8,013 

3S,2SS 

Roanoke:- 

39,000 

108,000 

75,oop 

TOTAL 

2^3,673 

439,861 

9,816 

393,564  - 

Allowing  an  average  of  180  barrels  to  the  car,  the  total  equals  2,186  cars. 

The  above  holdings  are  approximately  60$  of  the  holdings  of 

November  1  and  77$  of  the  holdings  of  December  1.    Of  the  3,600  cars  in  the  e 
cold  storages  on  November  1,  about  21$  were  shipped  during  November  and  18$ 
during  December,  with  6l$  remaining  in  storage  on  January  1.    The  next  two 
weeks  will  show  a  comparatively  heavy  movement  of  apples  from  cold  storages 
in  the  State,  particularly  from  the  Winchester  section.       (from  letter  by 
F.  S.  Kinsey,  Jan.  13) 

B.  C  BOREE, 
Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  0?  LIARXRT  HEWS  SERVICE 


Stat  ion 

IvLail 
List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletin 

Probably, 
will  clos^ 

-.OCHiiST^R,  IT.  Y.,** 

837 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

Pears* 

Sept . 

3 

I>J0V.  3 

j>±  u  it  lan  £,i  e  ±s  l  ag  • 

Apples 

Sept . 

3  ' 

May  29 

Onions 

Sept . 

3 

May  1 

Carrots 

Sept. 

3 

May  1 

Cat)  cage 

Sept. 

"  3 

Mar.  15 

Celery* 

Sept . 

3 

Jan.  10* 

Peaches* 

Sept. 

8 

Oct.  4* 

Grapes* 

Sept. 

23 

Oct.  29* 

Potatoes 

Oct . 

r 

D 

May  29 

642 

Yf. 

D. 

Hull 

Po  tato es 

Sept. 

11 

Apr .  _)u 

Hedrich  Block 

A  T  T*"l  AAA         TTTC4  ifc^* 

wAUPACA,  ¥IS  . , ** 

894 

C. 

D. 

Schoolcraft 

Potatoes 

Sept. 

15 

Mar.  28 

Court  House 

iDAtiO  PALLS t  IDA., 

845 

L. 

C. 

Tate 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

15 

Apr.  15 

230  Federal  Bldg. 

GUTTER  HAVEIT,  FLA.,** 

920 

H. 

F. 

TJillson 

Citrus 

Oct. 

1 

Apr.  15 

DeTJitt-Taylor  Bldg. 

GRAND  RAPIDS ,  MICH. ,  ** 

895 

R. 

E. 

Keller 

Apples* 

°ct. 

24 

Nov .  7* 

412  P.O.  Bldg. 

Onions 

Oct; 

24 

Mar .  28 

Potatoes 

Oct. 

24 

May  15 

T/TT  AT. /TT       "PT  H 
MlAi.ll,     D  J-lA..  9 

937 

¥. 

H. 

Nicholson 

Bea.ns 

Nov . 

17 

ii-pr.  1 

Realty  Bldg. 

onatoes 

Feb. 

1 

Tiff—,-  T 

May  1 

PLANT  CITY,  FLA.,** 

850 

R. 

M, 

Peterson 

•  Stbr. 

Jan., 

5 

Apr .  1 

Hotel  Plant 

Vegs. 

Jan. 

5 

Apr.  1 

BROWS V ILLS ,  TEXAS,** 

931 

V/-. 

D. 

G-ooge 

Cab cage 

Jan, 

5-  . 

May  15 

Chariber  of  Corxierce 

Spinach 

Jan . 

5 

Feb.  15 

Beets 

J  an . 

5 

May  15 

Carrots 

Jan . 

6 

May  15 

Beans 

Mar . 

16 

May  15 

Potatoes 

Mar." 

16 

May  "15 

Onions 

Mar . 

23 

Apr.  ^30 

Tomatoes 

Ajr. 

27 

Mcay  29 

BRAVTLSY,  'CALIF,,  ** 

933 

L, 

T. 

Kirby 

Lettuce 

Jan. 

5 

Mar.  21 

Planters*  Hotel  Bldg. 

L. 

E. 

Howard 

S AFFORD,  FLA.** 

910 

J. 

B. 

Owens 

Celery 

Jan. 

26 

Apr.  25 

**  State  cooperating  *  Reports  discontinued1. 

R.  H.  Lamb  in  San  Francisco  B.  E.  Surry  in  Chicago 

W.  F,    :Cox  in  San  Francisco  (3OI  TCells  Fargo  Bldg.) 
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INSPECTION  SERV.I CE 


1c.    DETERMINE  NUMBER  OF  WRAPPER  LEAVES  ON  LETTUCE  BY  COUNT 

•  Mr.  Robb  wires  from  California  that  there  is  a  variety  of  lettuce 
known  as  No.  6  which  has  very  large,  coarse,  wrapper  leaves.    This  may  give 
the  appearance  of  improper  trimming  and  yet  be  within  the  limits  provided  in 
the  grades  under  definitions  of  trimming.    Extreme  care  must  he  used  in 
counting  the  number  of  wrapper  leaves,  and  the  term  "leafy"  should  not  be 
used  because  it  is  very  indefinite.    Attention  is  again  called  to  the  fact 
that  "well-trimmed"  means  that  heads  of  Iceberg-type  lettuce  do  not  have 
more  than  six  wrapper  leaves,  and  "reasonably  well-trimmed"  means  that  heads 
of  Iceberg  type  do  not  have  more  than  12  wrapper  leaves. 


2c.    FLORIDA"  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS,  JANUARY  1-15: 

0.  G.  Strauss  has  submitted  the  following  report  on  Florida  in- 
spections for  the  first  half  of  January,  with  comparative  data  for  previous 
periods:— 

FRUITS: 


Billing  point 
Arcadia 
Avon  Park 
Dundee 
Haines  City 
Lake  Hamilton 
Lakemont 
Palmetto 
Plant  City 
Sanf ord 

Fruit  inspections  January  1-15 
Fruit  inspections  to  December  31 
Fruit  inspections  through  January  15  ^03 


G-1  fruit  Oranges.  Tang's  Mixed  Total 


Grand 
Total 


1 

5 

3 

1 

** 

h 

6 

ft* 

6 

3 

3 

2 

2 

10 

5 

s 

23 

9 

8 

—* 

6 

23 

2 

10 

2 

10 

2^ 

2 

2 

21 

Ho 

3 

28 

92  92 

382 
403 

37S 

258 

1051 

36 

286 

1143 

11U3 


VEGETABLES: 


Billing  Point 

Cab- 

Cel- 

Pep- 

Toma- 

Mxd. 

bage 

ery 

Cukes 

pers 

toes 

Vegs 

Ft.  Myers 

6 

6 

'6 

18 

Oviedo 

11 

11 

Palmetto 

5 

5 

Sanf ord 

23 

23 

Sarasota 

12^ 

12% 

Vegetable  inspections 

January  1-15  - 

163 

6 

6 

6 

181  181 

Vegetable  inspections 

to  December  31  2 

23. 

^2 

32 

15. 

181 

Vegetable  inspections 

through 

January  15  2 

228 

15 

58 

38 

21 

3^2_ 

SUMMARY 

Total  fruit  and  vegetable  inspections  through  January  15,  1931 
Total  fruit  and  vegetable  inspections  period  January  1-15,1931 


COMPARATIVE  DATA 


Total  to  January  15,  1931 
Total  to  January  15,  1930 
Total  to  January  15,  1929 


3i2. 


1505 


273 


1260 


Total  to  January  15,  1928 
Total  to  January  15,  1§27 


787 
1291 
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3c.     INSPECTION  OF  POTATOES  PI  CHICAGO  SOLD  gOR  MARCH  DELIVERY 

E.  E.  Conklin,  of  the  Chicago  office,  sent. the  following  letter  under 

date  of  January  l6:~ 

"On  January  12  trading  in  potato   'futures'  was  started  on  the  Chicago 
Mercantile  Exchange.    The  trading  is  entirely  for  March  delivery  and  covers 
Idaho  Russet  potatoes,     (it  will  be  remembered  that  Lloyd  S-  Tenny,  former 
Chief  of  our  Bureau,  is  manager  of  this  Exchange.) 

"Mr.  Tenny  has  advised  me  that,  as  originally  planned,  they  will  have 
Government  inspection  on  all  cars  offered  for  delivery.    The  inspection  will 
"be  primarily  "based  on  U.  S.  No.  1  Grade,  but  in  addition  we,  will  show  cars 
that  contain  potatoes  with  a  heavy  percentage  just  over  the~minimum  size. 
Cars  of  this  type  are  not  up  to  the  Excl  nge  specifications. 

"Inspections  will  all  be  made  at  the  C.  &  N.W.  Wood  Street  yard  and 
the  Produce  Terminal  yard,  Chicago.  Cars  will  be  offered  for  delivery  and 
inspection  any  time  between  March  1  and  31 •  I*  will  be  impossible  to  tell 
whether  many  cars  will~be  actually  offered  for  delivery,  regardless  of  the 
number  of  transactions.  Some  time  just  before  inspections  start,  Mr.  Tenny 
will  probably  arrange  to  sign  a  500-car  agreement,  so  that  they  may  obtain 
the  $2.50  rate  if 'the  tonnage  becomes  quite  sizable." 

kc .     INTERESTING  REPORT  ON  INDIANA  ONIONS  AND  CANNERY  TOMATOES 

J.  1.  Dickerson,  in  a  letter  of  January  19  from  Indianapolis,  gave 
the  following  report  on  inspections  of  cannery  tomatoes  in  Indiana:- 

"Perhaps  you  would  be  interested  in  the  results  of  the  cannery 
tomato  inspection  work  last  season:- 

"We  inspected  at  38  factories,  widely  scattered  over  the  State,  using 
^■0  inspectors.     The  first  cannery  started  operations  about  August  10  and 
twelve  of  the  factories  were  still  running  late  in  October,  due  to  the  un~ 
usually  long  autumn  season.    We  inspected  a  total  of  &e^n£-e©ik  million 
pounds  (8^50  06?  tons')",  of  which  an  average  of  ky.Ilfo  graded  U.  S.  No.  1, 
45". 25$  graded  U.  3.  No.  2  and  ^.Qvfo  were  culls.    This  was  a  decrease  of- 
1.89$  of  No .  l's  and  an  increase  of  1.^5$  culls  over  the  preceding  year. 
However,  when  the  work  was  started  in  1927,  there  was  an  average  of  19$ 
culls,  with  only  30. No.  lss. 

"The  cost  of  the  service  per  ton  in  1930  ranged  from  approximately  9^ 
at  one  of  the  larger  factories  to  h$^<fi  per  ton  at  one  of  the  smaller 
factories  in  southern  Indiana. 

"All  the  factories  were  apparently  satisfied  with  the  work  and7  as  1 
far  as  we  know  now,  we  will  again  inspect  for  these  factories  in  1931"*  In 
addition,  11  additional  factories  have  applied  for  inspection  to  date. 

"The  onion  market  continues  very  dull,  and  it  looks  now  as  if  there 
will  be  much  stock  that  will  not  be  shipped.     The  prices  continue  about  the 
same  as  last  fall,  before  they  put  the  stock  in  storage,  and  many  operators 
have  been  reluctant  to  sell  at  those  prices  after  holding  their  stock  most 
of  the  winter.    My  inspector's  report  that  many  of  the  storages  are  around 
two-thirds  full  at  this  time.    Most  of  the  stock  that  is  moving  is  from  those 
storages  which  can  ship  cars  containing  onions  that  are  65$  to  75$  2  inches 
in  diameter  and  larger," 

5c .    NSW  CIRCULAR  ON  ONIONS 

Enclosed  with  this  D.L.  for  each  inspector  is  a  copy  of  Circular  135 
on  "Blemishes  and  Discoloration?  of  Market  Onions."  -      R.  C.  BUTNER, 

Supervisor  of  Inspection- 
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RECB IV  DTG-PO INT  INSPECT I  PITS  DURING-  DECEMBER,  1930 


1       •  : 

'  Inspections 

:  Inspections 

:  Declined  : 

••  .:       Total  ■" 

:    Same  Month 

:  for 

:  for  lack  : 

Total 

Markets 

:  Inspections 

:  1929 

:  Carriers 

:  of  tine  : 

fees 

Atlanta  87 

Baltimore         . '  73 

Boston  •  153 

Buffalo  19 

Charleston,  S.C.  15 

Chicago  Hi  5 

Cincinnati  ,  59 

Cleveland  l6 

Columbus  3^- 

Denver  5+1 

Detroit  65 

Port  Worth  22 

Harrisburg  3 

Houston  .  kk 

Indianapolis  19 

Jacksonville  72 

Kansas  City  SI 

Los  Angeles  21 

Memphis  28 

Milwaukee  H7 

Minneapolis  22 

Newark  56 

New  Haven  kk 

New  Orleans  l6H 

New  York  City  695 

Norfolk  23 

Omaha  ■ 37 

Philadelphia  127 

Pittsburgh  6  8 

Portland  5 

Providence  .  30 

Rochester  IS 

Sacramento  0 

St.  Louis  55 

Salt  Lake  City  2 

San  Diego  1 

San  Francisco  5 

Seattle  _ .  1 

Springfield  52 

Toledo  7 

Trenton  h- 

Washington  36 

Wi Ike  s-Barr e  11 
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1 
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0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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0 
0 
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0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
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0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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1+12.50 

283-00 
619.O6 

60.00 

3S1+.15 

S7-75 
132.25+ 
173.00 
252.00 
221 . 21 

10.50 
15S. 65 

S3- 13 
2SS.1S 
322.00 

S2.00 
127.00 
192.00 

87.5O 
25+1.99 
230.27 
373-00 

2,505+. 77 
112.25 

167.97 

5+65.2H 
312.56 

37.00 

15+6.5+8 
67.00 
00 

266.91 
8.00 
5+.00 
20.5+2 
11.00 
276.5+2 
28.00 
16.00 

219.57 
5+6.50 


Total 


2,777 


2,621+ 


1SS 


is  $11,55+5.60 


The  following  inspections  were  made  under  agreement  with  the  Northern 
Ohio  Pood  Terminal  at  Cleveland:-  Total  1,550:    1,327  Nickel  Plate;  19  B.&O.; 
9  Erie;  517  Penna.;  H5  Kroger;  23  for  federal  Cold  Storage, 
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REGULATORY  ACTIVITIES 


le.    CHECK-UP  ON  LICENSEES. 

As  rapidly  as  they  can  "be  compiled,  lists  of  licensees  by  States, 
arranged  alphabetically  by  cities,  are  being  sent  to  market  news  and  in- 
spection offices  in  both  the  city  markets  and  shipping  sections,  to  be  check- 
ed as  opportunity  may  offer.    Instructions  will  accompany  each  list.     It  is 
not  intended  that  our  men  will  enter  upon  a  tour  of  inspection  but  will  make 
such  observation  and  inquiry  as  may  be  possible  in  connection  with  their 
daily  work. 

The  names  of  all  commission  merchants,  brokers,  dealers,  and  jobbers, 
who  are  believed  to  handle  fresh  fruits  or  fresh  vegetables,  which  have  been 
in  interstate  commerce  or  are  expected  to  be  shipped  into  another  State7 
should  be  furnished  promptly  to  the  Washington  office  for  investigation.  At 
the  same  time,  a  brief  outline  of~the  character  of  the  business  in  which  the 
person  is  engaged  should  be  given. 

H.  A.  SPILMAN, 
Acting  in  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch 

OFFICE  NOTES: 

3P.  Or,  Robb  was  in  Fresno,  Calif.,  on  Thursday;  at  Wat'sonville  today, 
and  expects  to  reach  San  Francisco  on  Saturday  of  this  week.    He  will  soon 
start  on  his  return-trip  to  Washington,  stopping  at  offices  of  this  Division 
at  various  points  en  route  to  confer  with  our  men. 

On  January  15  and  l6,  A.  E?  Mercker  held  very  successful  meetings  a~ 
mong  potato  growers  on  the~Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland.    The  attendance  was 
good  and  the  interest  keen.    The  meetings  were  conducted  at  Snow  HilT, 
Pocomoke  City  and  Princess  Anne.    The  outlook  for  1931  was  discussed.  Mr. 
Mercker  returned  yesterday  from  the  Chicago  trade  convention. 

H.  E.  Drobish,  Secretary  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  Potato  Committee, 
arrived  in  Washington  today.    Mr.  Drobish,  whose  headquarters  are  in  Boise, 
Idaho,  attended  the  Chicago  trade  meetings  and  has  now  come  to  Washington  for 
further  conference  regarding  the  work  among  potato  growers,  with  a  view  to 
assisting  in  the  solution  of  problems  of  production  and  marketing. 

W.  H.  Steinbauer,  of  the  Boston  inspection  office,  advises  that  his 
residence  address  has  been  changed  to  756  Watertown  Street,  West  Newton, 
Mass.,  and  the  new  phone  number  is  West  Newton  2Q15-M.    Please  note  these 
changes  on  your  copy  of  the  inspectors'  address-list. 

C.  G.  Campbell,  editor  of  "The  American  Fruit  Grower,"  Chicago,  was  a 
•visitor  in  the  Washington  office  on  Monday. 

Sympathy  is  extended  to  Charles  Lavender,  of  the  Denver  office  of  the 
Market  News  Service,  in  the  death  of  Ms  mother  on  Monday. 

H.  F.  Mc    '2?eely  and  C.  D.  Cowling,  licensees  who  were  assisting  with 
inspection  work  in  New  York  City,  have  now  completed  their  period  of  service 
in  that  market . 


'UNITED  STATICS  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRI CULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 

Washington,  '$>■  C»       •     "  '.• 

Vol.  12,  Ho.  5  "January  30,  1931 

FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE'  DIVISION  LETTER 
(Issued  every  Friday) 

■   .  ;  .  ■•'  CONFIDENTIAL 

Not  for  publication 


la,    P.A.O.  ACT  CREATES  WCE  ADDITIONAL  WORK 

.The  Regulatory  .Branch  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  reports 
that,  up  to  January  21,  about.  11,820  licenses  had  been  issued  to  commission 
merchants,  brokers,  and  dealers  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  who  handle 
fresh  fruits  or  fresh  vegetables  in  interstate  commerce.    There  are  on  hand 
1>53^  applications,  with  checks  to  cover  the  $10  fee.    These  are  awaiting 
a  decision  as  to  whether,  the  business  in  each  case'  requires  that  the  appli- 
cant  be  licensed.    Many  applications  have  been  received  from  growers,  who 
are  not  required  to  be  licensed  If  they  sell  only  the  produce  of  their  own 
raising. 

The  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act,  as  interpreted  in  the 
regulations,  required  all  commission  merchants,  'brokers,  and  dealers  who 
handle  fresh  fruits  or  vegetables  in  interstate  or  foreign  commerce  in 
carload  lets,  or  in  equivalent  .volume  in  lots  of  one-quarter  carload  or 
more,  to  be  licensed  by  December  10,  1'930»    "The  definition  of  dealers  in- 
cludes shippers  who  ship  other  than  their  Own  products;'  canning  factories 
which  buy  fresh  fruits  or  vegetables  for  processing  and  shipment  of  the 
processed  goods  out  of  the  State;  cooperative  associations  which  ship  for 
their  members  or. others;  jobbers  who  buy  fresh  fruits  or  vegetables  in  lots 
of  not  less  thcn:  one-quarter  carlOad;  as  well  as  retailers  when  their  pur- 
chases of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  in  interstate . commerce  in  any  calen- 
dar year  exceed  the  equivalent  of  20  carloads  In  not  less  than  quarter- 
carload  lots. 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  locate  those  persons  who  may  be  doing  busi- 
ness without  a  license  in  violation  of  the  Act.    It  is  recognized  that  many 
shippers  and  canners  may  be  delaying  the  filing  of  their  applications  for 
licenses  until  spring,  when  they  may  resume  their  operations. 

Although  Congress  provided  funds  only  sufficient  to  handle  the 
licensing  work,  the  Regulatory  Branch  has  already  received  6l0  compla.ints 
of  apparent  violations.    Of  this  number,.  100  were  received  during  Dec ember^ 
and  96  have  been  received  since  January  1.    Nearly  300  of  these  co.se s  have^ 
closed.  1  This  has  been  accomplished  with  no  increa.se  in  the  Produce  Agency 
Act  force,  although  it  has  been  necessary  to  put  aside  much  of  the  work 
connected  with  the  complaints  filed  under  the  Produce  Agency  Act.     Of  the 
300  closed  cases,  amicable  settlements  were  effected  in  102  cases.     Of  those 
remaining,  formal  complaints  have  been  served  on  155  alleged  ^  of- 

fenders and "approximately  60  cases  axe  awaiting  formal  hearing, 
(from  B.A.E.  News) 
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2a.    WAShlhGTC:!  ^.IPLOYFSS  HESPOiiD  TO  .APPEAL  TOR  FUITDS 

The  annual  drive  for  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Community  Chest  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  conbined  is  being  made  this  week.    Residents- of  the  Dis- 
trict are  being  asked  for  $100,000  toward  the  nation-wide  fund  for  drought 
sufferers,  which  is  being  raised  by  the  American  Red. ..Cross.    The  amount 
asked  for  the  Corxiunity  Chest  is  nearly  $2,000,000. 

By  Friday,  63  members  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  in  the 
Bieber  Building  had  pledged  $U37«^5»  ani  23  members  of  the  Regulatory  Branch 
had  pledged  $255,  making  a  total  of  $692. H5  so  far  fron  employees  of  the 
Division.    A  number  who  are  absent  on  leave  or  who  are  out  of  the  city  have 
not  yet  subscribed. 

(This  soliloquy  found  its  way  into  the  B.A.E.  Hews  editor's  basket 
during  the  first  week  of  the  Agricultural  Outlook  conferences  in  Washington. 
lTo  wonder  the  "report"  got  delirious} )- 

3a.    WHAT  A  COMMODITY  OUTLOOK  RSPORT  THIITKS  ABOUT 

"Gee,  I'm  next.     I  hope  that  crowd  doesn't  tear  me  to  pieces  the  way 
they're  doing  to  this  report.     I  heard  one  fellow  say  he  thought  it  was.  a 
pretty  good  one  until  the  Outlook  Committee  got  to  work 'on  it.    There  it 
goes  now;  they're  carrying  it  out  on  a  stretcher1,  poor  thing  I    It's  mutter- 
ing to  itself  

"Well,  my  Chairman's  reading  me  now.  I  can't  help  shaking  a  little. 
Suspense  is  awful.'  I  s'pose  a  dozen  men  will  jump  on  me  as  soon  as  my  last 
word  is  pronounced.    Whew,  here  they  cornel  ,  . 

"OUCH,  WAIT  A  MimJTlU    Oof  I    Three  men  gouged  me  in  the  first  para- 
graph at  one  time.,    Helpl    Stop  jabbing  me  with  those  pencils  I    Get  your 
hooks  out  of  me!    'Turn  loose  of  my  appendix;  what  do  you  think  I  am,  a  grab- 
bog?     STOP  I    You're  scratching  me  to  pieces i 

11  Oy  -  oy  -  oy  -  oyl     Oh,,  what  a  scrimmage  that  was  J  .  I  feel  as  if  I'd 
been  through  a  sausage-grinder.    Gosh,  I'm  no  hog  report  I    I  never  felt  so 
cut-up  over,  anything  in  my  life.    Yotx'd  think  this  was  a  butcher's  contest. 
And  just  to  think  -  I've  got  to  go. through  the  whole  thing  again  next  week) 

"Well,   they're  carrying  me  out  now.    How  cool  the  outside  air  is! 
How  sweetly  the  birds  are  singing!    Yes,  mother,  I  hear  you  colling  me. 
I'm  to  be  the  Queen  of  May,  mother  dear!" 

* 

Ha.     TYPEWRITER  FOR  EXCHANGE 

One  of  our  branch  offices  desires  to  exchange  an  Underwood  type- 
writer in  good  condition  for  an  L.  C.  Smith  in  good  condition.    If  any  of 
our  offices  desire  to  moke  such  an  exchange,  pleo.se  advise  Mrs.  E.  MillSj 
of  the  Washington  office.  .      ..  " 
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MARKET  KEfS"  SERVICE 


lb .    MICHIGAN  OIIOrT  MARKET  "SICK" 

In  a  letter  of  January  2H  from  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  R.  E'.  Keller 
sent  the-  following  report  on  onions-  and  potatoes:- 

"The  Michigan  onion  situation  is  very  'sick.'     Prices  paid  to  Michigan 
farmers  are  "barely  paying  storage  charges.    Recent  sales  have  been  made  most- 
ly at  20^-35^  bulk  per  cwt.,  according  to  the  quality.     It  appears  that  the 
remaining  stocks  over  the  country  are  -so  heavy  that  shippers  and  farmers  are 
selling  at  salvage  prices,  to  keep  from  having  an  accumulation  that  will  have 
to  be  dumped  later.    Michigan  has  shipped  3»^39  cars  of  onions  -to  date,  and, 
with  only  about  10  more  weeks  left,  is  confronted  with  1,500  to  2,000  cars 
yet  to  move.    Thus,  if  market  prices  will'  permit,  Michigan  must  ship  15  to 
20  cars  daily  for  the  next  SO  days,  to  move    her  crop. 

"Both  offerings  of  and  demand  for  Michigan  potatoes  for  the  past  week 
continued  very  light.    Many  of  the  dealers  now  express  the  opinion  that  the 
activity  is  likely  not     to  be  much  greater  at  any  time  this  season.  Although 
a  considerable  quantity  of  stock  is  yet  in  the  farmers'  hands,  there  is  much 
uncertrinty  as  to  the  volume  that  will  be  shipped,  after  seed-requirements 
are  filled.    Potato  shipments  to  date  are  1,021  cars,  as  agrinst  2,230  a  year 
ago  and  6,012  in  I929." 

2b .     IDAHO  POTATO  "FUTURES"  SELLING  LOWER  TEAS  "SPOT"  CARS 

L.  C.  Tate  sent  the  following  brief  letter  from  Idaho  Palls  on 
January  22:— 

"The  Idaho  potato  market  has  lately  been  subject  to  another  minor 
decline  of  prices,   so  that  shipping-point  trading  is  again  at  its  former 
low  level  for  -the  season,  both  in  volume  of  sales  and  in  price.    Wire  orders 
continue  to  hold  a  fair  volume,  but  cash  business  is  very  slack. 

"The  Chicago  future  trading  in  Russets  is  a  good  indication  of  what 
future  conditions  in  Idaho  may  be.    With  March  deliveries  selling  consider- 
ably cheaper  than  spot  cars  in  that  market,  it  seems  to  me  any  difference  of 
opinion  by  local  operators  would  influence  them  to  snatch  up  some  of  these 
cheap  'futures'  being  offered  on  the  Chicago  Exchange." 


3b.     VIRGINIA  1931  OUTLOOK  REPORT 

Virginia  is  one  of  numerous  States  which  issue  separate  outlook  re- 
ports of  local  interest.    A  copy  of  the  Virginia  Bulletin  119,  containing 
this  report  date  January,  1931,  has  come  to  the  editor's  hands.     It  in- 
cludes important  paragraphs  relating  to  potatoes,   sweet  potatoes,  cabbage, 
strawberries  and  peaches,  in  addition  to  other  farm  products  of  Virginia. 
The  front  cover  is  illustrated  by  an  attractive  and  telling  cartoon. 


"THE  PRICE  SITUATION"  for  January,  1931,   says:  Any  noticeable  im- 
provement in  agricultural  prices  during  the  next  few  months  would  have  to 
arise  out  of  shortages  in  market  supplies,  rather  than  from  improvement  in 
industrial  demand. 
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Hb.    RECENT  INFORMATION, ON  COLORADO  CROPS 

A  letter  of  January  '3U  from  Bryce  Morris,  of  the  Denver  office, 
gives  the  latest  news  on  Colorado  potatoes  and  onions:- 

"The  past  week  has  "been  unusually  warm  throughout  practically  all  , 
sections  of  Colorado,  and  the  truck  movement  of  potatoes  into  Denver  has 
shown  a  slight  increase,  ranging' from  300  to  1+30  sacks  daily.    The  Denver 
potato  market  has  "been  steady  all  week.    Dealers  on  the  street  have  report- 
ed the  best  "business  since  last  October  and  seem  well  pleased  with  trading. 
Perhaps  part  of  this  is  due  to  'the  fact  that  the  25th  Annual  Stock  Show 
was  held  here  during  that  time,  hut  a  general  improvement  was  noticed. 

"Potato  shipments  from  the  San  Luis  Valley  have  been  comparatively 
light.    Prices  to  outside  points  weakened  slightly,  and  demand  has  been 
very  slow  for  usual-terms  and  delivered  sales,  which  has  caused  dealers  to 
offer  slightly  lower  prices.    However,  with  more  than  two- thirds  of  the 
Valley  crop  moved  to  date,  the  farmers  in  that  district  are  holding  firmly 
and  are  generally  refusing  to  sell  No.  1  Brown  Beautys  under  95^>  although 
a  few  sales  have  been  made  at  $0^.    No.  1  Red  McClures  were  bringing  the 
growers  95$M>1» 

"Northern  Colorado,  commonly  known  as  the  Greeley  district,  has  had 
shipments  ranging  from  10  to  26  cars  per  day  this  week.  Growers  have  been 
receiving  60^-80^  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality  and  appearance,  with  most 
sales  of  Standard  Grade  Rural s  at  75^  Per  cwt.  The  farmers  seem  reluctant 
to  sell  under  75^»  but,  if  prices  do  not  improve,  loadings  will  have  to 
continue  moderate  at  least  on  account  of  the  heavy  holdings. 

"The  Montrose  district  on  the  Western  Slope  has  shown  considerable 
activity  this  week.     Their  crop  is  only  slightly  over  one-third  shipped, 
compared  with  over  one-half  shipped  at  this  time  in  1930>  counting  the 
Montrose  and  Carbondale  sections  as  a  unit.    Farmers  have  been  receiving 
around  70^-75^  f°r  People's  Russets  and  Rural s  and  90^~95^  cn  Carbondale 
Russets,  with  the  Red  Soil  Russets  as  high  as  $1.25~$1«35  Per  cwt. 

"Onion  shipments  in  the  Arkansas  Valley  have  been  relatively  steady 
this  week.    Prices  have  been  practically  unchanged,  with  demand  for  larger 
sizes  moderate  and  small  sizes  light.    A  portion  of  the  Arkansas  Valley 
onion  crop  is  moving'in  Spanish-style  crates,  bringing  around  $1.10  per 
crate  f.o.b.  on  50' s. 

"Demand  for  onions  has  been  very  slow  on  the  Western  Slope  recently, 
with  shipments  quite  light.    Farmers  have  been  receiving  20^-25^  per  cwt." 


5b .     LOUISIANA  FARMERS  PLANTING  POTATOES 

In  a  letter  of  January  2^4,  J.  W.  Coleman,  of  the  New  Orleans  office, 
sent  the  following  bit  of  news:- 

"Farmers  in  Louisiana  have  been  planting  potatoes  for  several  days. 
Most  of  the  seed  stock  is  certified  Nebraska  Bliss  Triumphs,  and  many  of 
the  growers  are  planting  more  seed  to  the  acre  than  last  year,  as  well  as 
increasing  the  acreage.     If  yields  are  good,  the  carlot  shipments  from 
Louisiana,  in  1931  should  total  3»000  cars  of  potatoes.     Last  year,  about 
2,300  cars  were  shipped." 

5-|b .    ANOTHER  MARKETING  SUMMARY 

This  week,  a  summary  has  been  distributed  on  "Marketing  Texas 
Bermuda  Onions,  1930  Season, 11  by  J,  B.  Owens  and  C.  D.  Schoolcraft. 

\ 
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6"b .    PLENTY  "OF  TEXAS  SPINACH  THIS  SEASON 

M.  G-.  Longino,  market-news  representative  at  the  San  Antonio  office, 
sent  the  following  report  in  a  letter  dated" January  17:- 

"The  elements  of  nature  seer,  to  "be  -assisting  spinach- shippers  of  the 
Winter  Garden  area  in  the  orderly  marketing  of  their  crop.    On  Thursday, 

anuary  15,  intentions  were  to  load  all  the  cars  possible,  for  the  market 
was  in  fairly-good  condition*     In  four  hours1  tine,  63  cars  were  loaded. 
Then  it  started  raining  and 'continued  for  36  hours.    All  shippers  agree 
that,   if  the 'rain  had  not  cone  at  that  tine,  the  teminal  markets  would 
have  "been  glutted  with  spinach. 

"Bad-worn  injury  affected  considerable  of  the  stock  and  this  helped 
to  cut  down  shipnents.    About  ^Ofo  of  the  cars  shipped  during  Decenber 
graded  U.  S.  No.  1,  but  the  quality  became  so  poor  early  in  January  that 
nany  shippers  crlled-off  inspection.     The  quality  is  fast  improving,  for 
new  fields  are  coming  in  and  the  older  stock  is  outgrowing  the  injury. 

"Prices  have  held  fairly  firm  since  Christmas,  averaging  around 
per  bushel  f.o.b.  cash  track.    They  have  never  been  higher  than  55^  or  low- 
er than  ^-0^  per  bushel.    This  is  a  narrow  range  of  trading,  but  the  supplies 
'are  noving  and  everyone  making  a  snail  profit.    With  a  bountiful  supply  of 
spinach  available,   shippers  are  glad  to  turn  each  car  when  loaded.  Very 
few~wire~order  sales  are  being  made,  as  practically  all  trading  is  on  an 
f.o.b.  cash-track  basis,  even  if  the  cars  are  rolling. 

"On  several  different  occasions  it  has  been  almost  impossible  to 
sell  a  car  at  .any  price;  the  buyers  were  afraid  of  the  market.     The  shippers 
would  lighten-up  on  the  cuttings  and,  in  almost  every  instance  of  that  kind, 
the  buyers  would  be  clamoring  for  rollers  before  they  reached  the  diversion 
points , " 


7b .     IMPORTANCE  OP  NEW  YORK  AS  A  CONSUMING-  CENTER 

An  editorial  in  The  New  York  Times  for  January  19  says:     "The  con- 
tinuous flow  of  fresh  vegetables  into  the  New  York  City  market  during  the 
dead  of  winter  is  a  really  amazing  feature  of  twentieth-century  life,  though 
most  of  us  take  it  as  a  matter  of  course.    Porty-three  States  and  fifteen 
foreign  countries  contribute  to  the  supply  of  fruits  and  vegetables  for 
the  metropolitan  area  of  Greater  New  York.    During  January,  fresh  peas  sold 
in  New  York  have  been  shipped  from  Mexico,  potatoes  from  Bermuda,  beets  from 
Bermuda  and  Jamaica,  cabbage  from  The  Netherlands,  tomatoes  from  Bermuda, 
Cuba  and  the  West  Indies,  and  onions  from  Chile,  Spain  and  Italy.  These 
are  in  addition  to    the  produce  sent  fron  sections  of  this  country  which 
have  crops  that  mature  during  the  winter  months.    The  city  market,  as  we 
know  it  today,   is  largely  the  result  of  the  refrigerator-car  and  the  in- 
crease in  transportation  facilities,  which  make  it  possible  for  apples 
from  the  Wenatchee  and  Yakima  Valleys  of  Washington,  potatoes  from  Idaho 
and  peas  from  Mexico  to  compete  on  the  New  York  market  in  quality  and  price 
with  the  same  products  grown  in  nearby  States.    The  first  carlot  shipment 
of  vegetables  arrived  in  New  York  as  recently  as  forty  years  ago;  no\7,  on 
the  average,  nearly  900  carloads  of  fruits  and  vegetables  arrive  dtaily. 
Only  6.^4-$  of  the  fresh  vegetables  sold  in  New  York  "are  grown  in  this  State. 
The  rest  travel  an  average  distance  of  1,500  miles." 
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8b .    MAJjjE  POTATO  PRICES  TENDING  DOWNWARD 

Further  news  on  Maine  potatoes  was  sent  by  W.  D.  Hull  in  a  letter 
of  January '26  from  Presque  Isle  :-'         .      .  .  !  • 

"Continued'  cold.- weather  of  "the  past  week  did' not  bring  any  improve- 
ment in  the  Maine  potato  market.    The  severe  weather  kept  haulings  at  a 
minimum,  but  loadings  were  heavy  from  the  warehouses  along  railroad-sidings. 

"The  street  price  is  slowly  adjusting  itself  .to  lack  of  active  -demand 
and  the  lower  prices  in  the  terminal  markets.  "  On  Monday,   the  street  price 
was  $1.90~$2.    By  Wednesday,   it  was  mostly  $1.90,  while  by  Saturday  the 
majority  of  the  dealers  'were-  paying  $1.85  per  barrel  measure.     It  has  taken 
the  growers  some  little  time  to  reajust,  their  ideas  to  the  new  price  and, 
even  should  the  weather  moderate  sufficiently  to.  permit  liberal  haulings, 
it  is  extremely  doubtful  that  haulings  will  be  very  heavy  for  some  time  yet, 
as  many  growers  are  'still  holding  for  a  $2  market. 

"Wire  inquiry  was  very  light  all  over  the.  county  la'St  -week.    Here  in 
Presque  Isle,  the  total  number  of  wires  received  "daily  'was  one- third'  to  one- 
fourth  less  than  'the  usual  number  during  the  shipping  season.    Brokers  re- 
ported a  fair  inquiry  hut  experienced  great  difficulty  in  getting  their 
orders  filled  at  prices  which  the  outside  -  dealers  were 'willing  to  pay.  Many 
orders  that  would  net  about  $1.30  f.o.b.  on  100-pound  sacks  were  unfilled. 
It  is  the  general  opinion  of  brokers  that  the  market  is  on  bottom  at  the 
present  tine. 

"Carlot  shipments  from  Maine  this  season  have  passed  '28,500  and  are 
slightly  over  4, 000  cars  behind  last  year's  record  at  this  time-.  -  Despite 
the  heavier  shipments  of  the  past  two  weeks,  this  ratio  remains  unchanged 
from  what  it  was  in  the  middle  of  December. 

"Demand  for  seed  stock  was  slower,  especially  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  week.    Selected  seed  is  in  fair  demand,  there  being  very  little  cer- 
tified seed  sold  for  prompt  shipment.     Selected  Cobblers  are  practically  the 
only  variety  on  which  there  is  any  activity.    Most  of  these  have  been  going 
to  the . Carolinas  during  the  last  two  weeks.    The  same  is  true  for  certified 
seed.    Prices  on  selected  Cobblers  declined  about  10^  per  10-peck  sack 
during  the  past  week.    Dealers  report  some  inquiry  for  Green  Mountains  by 
buyers  who  are  feeling-out  the  market,   it  being  a  little  early  for  many 
actual  sales  to  be  made  except  for  future  delivery,  and  very  little  of  that 
is  being  done  this  season." 

9b.,    CHANGES  PIT  "SUPPLEMENT  TO  T  AND  V"  PAGE  OP  CODE     (Effective  February  6 ) 
On  the  supplement  to  the  price  page,   strike  out  the  words  "per  pound" 
appearing  after  the  terminals  UP,  US,  UT.    These  will  then  read: 

UE  l/kf 
US 

UT  3/4(£ 

This  change  will  enable  the  symbols  to  be  used  in  quoting  straw- 
berries, when  they  are  selling  at  prices  which  involve  the  fraction  of  a 
cent  per  pint  or  per  quart.    It  will,  for  example,  be  possible  to  say  "TEGUS" 
for  22^0  instead  of  writing  "TEGEG  HALE;"  and  kO^fi  can  be  expressed  by 
"TIDUR, "  instead  of  as  "TIDID  QUARTER . " 
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10b.    FUETK'ER  REPORTS  0"  FLORIDA  BERRIES  AND'  CELERY 

The  following  interesting  letter  came  from  ft.  M.  Peterson,  at  •  Plant 
City,  under  date  of  January  .26:- 

•    "All  estimates  on  strawberry  movement ' are  dependent  almost  entirely 
on  weather  conditions  and  are  therefore  unreliable.    When. I  stated  in  ny 
last  report  that  the  movement  for  this  past  week  v/ould  be  about  the  same  as 
the  week  previous,  I  guessed  better  than  I  knew.    The  shipments  last  Monday 
pxiounted  to  15  cars,  and  it  then  looked  as  though  the  total  for  the  week 
would  be  double  that  of  the  previous  week.     It  rained  all  day  Tuesday,  but 
this  did  not  stop  the  pickers  and  the  shipments  for  that  -day  also  amounted 
to  15  cars.    The  rain  and  cool  weather  retarded  ripening,  and  the  loadings 
for  the  balance  of  the  week  were  light,  resulting  in  a 'total  movement  of  52 
cars,  which  was  practically  the  same  as  that  of  the  preceding  week.  These 
shipments  were  divided  as  follows;     22  freight,  ik  express,  and  "the  equiva- 
lent of  l6  cp„rs  of  pony  refrigerators,  which  always  move  as  l.c.l.  shipments. 

"The  frost  on  Wednesday '  night  killed  from  ^Ofo  to  75$  °f  "the  open 
bloom  in  the  unprotected  fields,  but  apparently  did  no  damage  to  the  berries 
themselves.    Prom  15$  to  20$  of  the  fields  were  covered;    Pine  straw  is  used 
mostly  for  covering,  but  board  troughs    are  used  by  some  of  the  growers, 
and  I  noticed  one  field  that  was.  covered  with  heavy  wrapping  paper,  weight- 
ed-down with  soil.    Quality  of  the  berries  was  much  poorer  the  last  half  of 
the  week,  the  fruit  being  watersoaked, and  poorly-colored.'  The  berries  haul- 
ed this  morning  showed  considerable  improvement;  in  fact,  some  loads  were 
quite  fancy.     If  the  warm  bright  weather  of  yesterday  and  today  continues 
until  the  end  of  this  week,  the  total  movement  should  double  that  of  last 
week,  and  the  quality  should  be  very  good. 

"Although  the  price  of  strawberries  at  shipping-point'  dropioed  from 
per  pint  on  Monday  to  13^  on  Fridr.y,  the  tone  of  the  market  was  steady, 
the  decline  in  price  really  being  a  matter  of  quality.     Some  recovery  was 
noticed  on  Saturday.    Practically  all  of  the  northern  markets  held  steady, 
but  the  movement  was  very  slow  at  prices  that  were  rather  low,  considering 
the  cost  at  loading-stations.    The  shippers  have  tried  all  week  to  lower  the 
prices .paid  "to  growers,  but  the  supply  is  limited  and  there  is  plenty  of 
competition.  ■ 

"Celery  movement  from  the  Eanatee-Saraso'ta  section  amounted  to  around 
75  cars  last  week,  which  is  the  estimated  movement  for  this  week.    "Mos'f  of 
the  stock  continues  to.  show  some  pithiness  and  will  not  grade  U.  S.  No.  1. 
The  demand  has  been  fairly  good,  with  no  change  in  prices,  the  desirable 
sizes  bringing  $2.25  per  crate  for  crate-washed  arid  precooled  stock,  and 
$2.50  for  individually- washed  :'and'  precooled  stock." 

lib.    PROST  AGAIN  HITS  SOUTHERN  FLORIDA 

V.  H.. Nicholson  sent  the  following  report  in  a  letter  Of  January 
2h  from  Miami  j. - 

"Another  cold  wave  visited  Florida  this  week  and,  before  it  was  over, 
there  was  plenty  of  frost  in  practically  all  sections  of  the  East  Coast. 
The  temperature  here  in  Miami  fell  to  37°  Wednesday  night  and  there  was  much 
frost  y/ithin  a  few  blocks  of  the  bay.     The  temperature  cat  Dania  dropped  to 
2S°  and  the  minimum  at  Pompano  was  reported  as  27°.     Thin  ice  was  observed 
at  both  these  points.     The  minimum  at  Homestead  was  about  U0°,  according  to 
Mr.  Steffani,  County  Agent  there. 


(continued  over) 
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"There  was  frost  at  Clewiston  and  Moore  Eaven  on  the  south  shore  of 
Lake.  Okeechobee,  but  there  was  little  growing  in  that  section.    The  Belle 
Glade  Experiment  Station,  about  three  niles  soxitheast  of  Belle.  Glade,  re- 
ported a  ninir.iori  of  32°  and  a  heavy  frost,  but  no  frost  was  reioorted  at 
Canal  Point.    The  damage ■  around,  the  Lake  was,  therefore,  limited  to  damage 
from  cold  winds  which  blew  during  the  greater  part  of  Wednesday  night.  The 
minimum  temperature  at  Ft.  Myers  was  ^4-4°  and,  while  the  local  office  of  the 
American  fruit  Growers  reported  a  very  light  frost,  there  was  no  apparent 
damage.  •*•  v 

"It    now  appears  that  the  damage  from  frost  in  other  sections  will  be 
rather  light.    Most  sections  had  plenty  of  rain  before  the  frost  and  were 
in  a  fair  condition  to  withstand  low  temperatures.    Some  of  the  beans  around 
Pompano  and  Ft.  Lauderdale  were  killed,  but  the -actual  loss  is  probably  less 
than  10$.    However,  the  injury  to  young  beans  and  blossoms  will  probably 
cause  a  rather  heavy  reduction'  in  yields  during1 the  next  two  weeks.  But, 
according  to  shippers  around  Pompano,  there  have  been  practically  no  frosted 
beans  offered  during  the  last  two  days.     There  was  also  some  damage  to  the 
peppers  in  that  section,  but  it  will.be  limited  to  injury  of  quality  and 
loss  of  yield.    The  actual  acreage  of  peppers  killed  is  probably  less  than 
D/Cm 

"Around  Homestead,    a.  few  beans,  and  squash  were  scorched  and  this 
damage  was  estimated  at  25$  to  35$  of  the  light  acreages  of  those  crops 
grown  there..    The  frost-damage  to  tomatoes  has  been  variously  estimated  at 
practically  none  to  as  high  -as  15$.     The  acrea.ge  killed  is  very  light,  and 
the  recent  rains  have  probably  done  more  damage  to  the  tomato  crop  than  the 
cold  weather,    -as  a  result. of  the  frost  and  the  cold  rainy  weather,  quality 
of  the  shipments,  during' -the  next  week  or  10  days  may  be  expected  to  be  rather 
ordinary.    A  few'  growers  are  of  the  ox^inion  that  the  cold  weather  has  injured 
the  bloom  and  may  cause  -a  reduction  in  yields,  but  that  damage  is  not  yet 
noticeable. 

"because  of  the  somewhat  specualtive  demand  brought  about  by  the 
frost-predictions  on  Wednesday,  the  market  for  fairly  good  beans  at  Pompano 
advanced  to  mostly  $5«50~$6.50,  with  a  few  best  lots  selling  at  $7-$  8  per 
bushel  hamper.    The  ma.rket  advanced  about  ^0<p  on  Thursday,  but  on  Friday 
was  back  to  mostly  $5.50-$6.50,  with  a  few  small  lots  of  good-quality  stock 
selling  as  high  as  $9.     There  has  been  a  very  wide  range  in  quality  of  the 
stock  offered  at  Pompano  this  week  and  it  is  expected  that  most  offerings 
will  be  of  only  fair  quality  for  several  days. 

"Movement  of  peiopers  from  Pompano  increased  somewha.t  during  the  last 
week.  Most. lots  of  Fancy  sold  around  $.2.50  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  but  yes- 
terday the  market  was  down  to  $2-$2.25,  with  most  of  the  sales  at  the  lower 
f igure. 

"The  demand  for  tomatoes  has  been  extremely  slow,  with  most  of  the 
inquiries  stipulating  that  the  stock  be  of  good  quality  and  that  it  arrive 
in  good  condition.    The  cold  weather  and  rains  have  injured  the  quality, 
and  plenty  of  Phoma  Rot  has  been  developing  in  transit.    Only  occasional 
sales  ha,ve  been  reported.    Yesterday  a.  few  cars  of  six-ba.sket  carriers  sold 
on  the  basis  of  $1.75  for  the  Fancy  count  and  75^  for  the  Choice.  Shippers 
have  been  quoting  $1.25  for  lugs  packed  6x6,  but  I  know  of  no  sales  at  that 
price." 


ST.  LOUIS  last  year  received  9,70H,500  pounds  (U,S52  tons)  of  horse- 
radish,- 5,593,300  pounds  from  Illinois  and  k, 111, 200  from  Missouri. 
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1  2b .    HULL,  DRAGGY  MARKETS  IN  WESTEHIT  HEW  YORK 

A  letter. of  January  27  from  R.  L.  Sutton,  at  Rochester,  gives  the 
following  information  on  western  New  York  crops i- 

"Most  cabbage  dealers  in  the  western  and  central  sections  of  New 
York  feel  rather  discouraged  as  to  the  outcome  of  the  deal.    Values  have 
held  at  low  levels  for  several  weeks.    How  that  southern  States,  especially 
Texrs,  are  supplying  important  volumes  to  competitive  markets,  the  local 
operators  are  of  the  opinion  that  about  the  only  thing  to  gave  them  would 
be  a  damaging-freeze  in  the  South.    The  track  holdings  at  shipping  points 
have  been  f, airly  well  cleaned-up,  in  some  cases  at  prices  which  showed  a 
net  loss  to  the  shipper.    Dealers  at  present/are  holding-off  from  buying, 
being  reluctant  to  pay  over  $g  per  ton  to  the  grower,  and  the  latter  in 
turn  is  not  inclined  to  turn  loose  at  this  price.    There  are  probably  "in 
the  neighborhood  of  2,000  cars  of  cabbage  remaining  in  this  territory. 

"Slightly-improved  trading  has  developed  recently  in  apples .  There 
is,' however,  more  attention  being  given  to  the  lower  grades  of  fruit. 
Buyers  are  asking  for  clo.sses  that  they  can  purchase  around  $1  in  bushels. 
Some  Utility  G-reenings  are  selling,  and  through  brokers  too,  for  as  low  as 
$5^»    The  export  inquiry  is  showing  some  improvement.    First-grade  Greenings 
for  this  class  of  trade  will  rarely  sell  for  more  than  $3*75  Per  "barrel 
f.o.b.     There  is  reported  to  be  considerable  variation  in  the  condition  of 
the  Greenings  at  this  time.    Scald  is  becoming  more  pronounced  end  Bitter  Pit 
is  also  a  factor  of  importance.    So  far  this  season  11, 26 1  cars  have  moved 
from  the  State.     This  is  double  the  corresponding  movement  of  last  season, 

"The  situation  in  potatoes  remains  generally  unchanged.  Dealers 
are  buying  from  the  growers  at  70^-75^  per  bushel  of  bulk  stock  and'  are 
selling  car-lots  in  150-pound  sacks  mostly  around  $2*3°  f.o.b.  Southern 
cities  continue  to  take  a  large  percentage  of  the  shipments  from  this  region# 
Pennsylvania  cities  offer  an  important  outlet,  with  Washington  and  Baltimore 
taking  more  than  the  average.    Fluctuations  in  the  Maine  potato  market  are 
quickly  followed  by  cor  responding  reactions  in  the  western  New  York  terri- 
tory. 

" Onions  continue  dull  and  are  generally  neglected,  in  so  far  as 
f.o.b,  business  is  concerned.    A  fev;  sales  daily  have  been  made  at  ~[O0-8O<£, 
with  some  medium-sized  stock  going  as  low  as  65^  per  100-pound  sack.    It  is 
generally  understood  that  large  quantities  remain  in  the  hands  of  growers. 
The  movement  has  been  held  dotal,  but  from  now  on,  even  though  values  do  not 
enhance,  loadings  will  show  an  increase.    February  often  shows  improvement 
in  onion  prices,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  month  just  approaching  will  show 
this  tendency. 

"Daily  shipments  of  carrots  have  been  averaging  about  10  cars.  The 
f.o.b.  demand  has  been  very  slow,  with  sales  almost  a  minus  quantity.  The 
100-pound  sacks  of  cut  carrots  in  the  rough  sell  occasionally  at  60^.  Yes- 
terday some  washed  carrots  in  bushels  changed  hands  at  5^^»    The  situation 
is  deplorable." 


1 3b .    A  WEEKLY  REVIEW  OP  WW  ORLEANS'  MARKET 

On  Saturday,  January  3»  J»  W.  Goleman  began .issuing  a  weekly  review 
of  the  New  Orlep.ns  fru.it  and  vegetable  market.    This  review  covers  one  long 
sheet  and  Mr.  Coleman  advises  that  it  is  being  used  by  local  newspapers 
and  radio  stations.    Copies  also  are  sent  to  the  regular  mailing-list. 
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lk~b .    EXPLANATION  OF  "TOO  FEW  SALES  TO  QUOTE"  TJEEN  SZIPIENTS  HEAVY 
Criticism  is  frequently  made  of  various  f.o.b.  reports,  because 
of  the  use  of  the  phrases  "too  few  sales  to  quote"  or  "too  few  spies  to 
establish  market,"  with  no  other  qualifying  phrases,  while  daily  shipments 
are  heavy  from  the  particular  producing  sections.    .Such  a  condition  with 
regard  to  shipping-point  sales  is,   of  course,  not  unusual.    But  it  is  sug- 
gested that,  in  all  such  cases,   some  further    explanation  be  made,  such 
as  "many  of  present  shipments  are  on  previous  srles,   some  consigned"  or 
"most  shipments  consigned  or  rolled  unsold,"  etc. 

15b.     FURTHER  COREITTS  REGARDING-  UNLOAD  REPORTS 

A  question  has  been  raised  as  to  just  how  much  material  is  to  be 
included  in  the  -third  trble  of  the  monthly  unload  reports,  as  outlined  in 
Par.  13b  of  the  D.L.;  for  January  l6.     This  table  is  to  include  only  the 
carlo t  unloads  and 'boat  receipts  of  commodities .by  States  of  origin.  The 

1.  c.l...  and  track  receipts  (where  available)  are  to  be  listed  in  "additional 
and  separate  tables,  but  in  setting-up  the  material  for  the  D.L.  this  was 
not  clearly  indicated. 

For  offices  which  obtain  truck  receipts,  on  only  a  few  special  com- 
modities,  such  as  strawberries,  grapes,   etc.,  it  is  suggested  that  no 
attempt  be  mp.de  to  show  the  last  table  indicated,  -  that  of  combined  re- 
ceipts.   This  tabulation  should  be  used  only  for  those  market's  where 
fairly  complete  figures  are  being  obtained  on  truck  or  l.c.l.  receipts. 

16b.    NEW  ORLEA:;^  MARKET  REPORTS  COMPLIi/BNTSD 

The  Times-Picayu.ne,  one  of  the  leading  morning  papers  of  the  South, 
having  a  daily  circulation  of  more  than  100,000  copies,   is  publishing  the 
market  reports  as  issued  by  our  New  Orleans  office.    Under  date  of  January 

2,  the  Commercial  Department  of  the  paper  v/rote  the  following  letter  to 
J.  W.  Coleman,  in  charge  of  the  New  Orleans  news-service 

"This  is  to  inform  you  that,   since  the  opening  of  your  service  at 
New  Orleans,  there  has  been  an  almost  complete  elimination  of  complaints, 
bringing  into  question  the  accuracy  of  quotations  on  fruits  and.  vegetables 
on  this  market .     It  appears  true  that  the  quotations  supplied  represent 
an  accurate  picture  of  the  condition  of  the  market  here  and  aid  in  the 
orderly  handling  of  produce. 

"It  seems  to  me  that  the  quotations,  the  auction  prices,  and  the 
report  on  cars  on  track  help  to  eliminate  waste  and  moke  for  confidence 
between  the  shippers  and  local  distributors.    At  least,. we  have  found  these 
things  important  enough  to  devote  to  them  considerable  news-space." 

17b •    A  NEW  PRODUCE  PAPER 

Another  monthly  magazine  has  been  added  to  the  already-extensive 
list  of  produce  papers.    Volume  1,  Number  1  of  "The  Fruit  Dealer"  was 
published  in  December,  1930."  It  is  the  official  organ  of  the  Philadelphia 
Produce  Dealers'  Association.    The  first  issue  contains  J>2  pages  and  in- 
cludes articles  by  J.  G-.  Scott  on  the  Market  News  Service  and  by  W.  R. 
Whitacre  (also  of  the  Philadelphia  office)  cn  the  Philadelphia  produce 
market  of  101  years  ago. 

33.  C.  BOREE, 
Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc.    WASHINGTON  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS  DURING  NOVEMBER 

The  "Inspection  Letter"  issued  at  Yakima,  Wash.,  on  January  20  con- 
tained the  following  report  of  shipping-point  inspections  made  in  the  State 
of  Washington  during  November,  1930:-  •  >  • 


Apples   6, 6UU 

Cel.ery    1 

Lettuce   7 

Mixed  fruit   13 

Mixed  vegetables ....  h 


Mixed  F.  &  V   15 

Pears  .   337 

Potatoes    303 

Rutabagas   9 

Spinach   57 

Total:  7,370 


About  30,180  inspections  were  made  between  July  1  and  the  end  of 
November,  I93O. 


2c.    ERRORS  ON  CERTIFICATES  . 

A  common  error  in  writing  certificates  seems  to  be  misspelled  words. 
While  this  may  not  often  change  the  meaning,  it  does  not  improve  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  certificate  and  may  result  in  the  reader  losing  confidence 
in  the  inspector's  ability. 

Each  certificate  should  be  properly  punctuated,  which  is  another 
important  point  that  should  be  given  more  attention.  . 

The  typewritten  statements  on  the  certificates  should  begin  immedi- 
ately following  the  printed  heading,  and  the  practice  of  leaving  considerable 
space  between  the  printed  headings  and  the  typewritten  statements  should  be 
discontinued,  as  it  dees  not  make  a  neat  appearance.    Each  typewritten  state- 
ment should  be  in  line  with  the  printed  heading.    When  these  statements 
appear  two  or  three  spaces  below  the  printed  heading,  it  may  confuse  the 
reader"as  to  which  heading  on  the  certificate  the  typewritten  statement 
refers . 

No  matter  how  carefully  the  inspection  is  made,  a  faulty  certificate 
may  create  such  a  bad  impression  as  to  make  the  whole  operation  of  little 
or  no  value.     Since  the  ability  of  an  inspector  is  often  judged  by  the 
manner  in  which  his  certificates  are  prepared,  it  is  therefore  important 
to  exercise  great  care  in  checking  over  each  certificate  afjter  it  is  typed 
and  before  it  is  signed.    The  inspector  cannot  blame  anyone^^r  typographi- 
cal errors  which  appear  over  his  signature. 

3c .    EISLD  ROTS  0E  NORTHWESTERN  APPLES 

With  this  D.L.,  each  city  inspection  office  east  of  Denver  will 
receive  a  copy  of  memorandum  by  Dr.  L.  P.  Butler,  of  B.P.I.,  entitled 
"Names  for  Field  Rots  of  Northwestern  Apples."     Offices  having  a  large 
number  of  inspectors  will  receive  several  copies  of  the  memorandum. 

INSPECTION  of  6,057  carloads  of  fruits  and  vegetables  at  Louisiana 
shipping  points  during  1930,  the  largest  number  ever  inspected  in  any  year, 
is  reported  by  Louisiana  Extension  Service. 

R.  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 


so 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  0?  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 


Appr oximat e .  dat e  of 

State 

Supervisor 

Products 

Opening 

Closing 

FLORIDA: 

0. 

G.  Strauss, '  •*"' :' 
P.O.  Box  lgg,      ■  ";  ' 
Orla.ndo,  Pla, 

Citrus 

Aug.  27 

May  1 

VIRGINIA: • • ■ 

P. 

S.  -Kinsey, 
P.O.  Box  361, 

Winchester,  .Va. 

Apple  s 

Sept.  1 

Feb.  15 

MAINE: 

G. 

R.  Warren, 
Caribou,  Maine 

Potatoes 

Sept .  1 

Apr.  1 

LOUISIANA: 

PI. 

S.  Moles, 

University  Station, 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Sweet- 
potatoes 
Citrus 
Vegetables 

Sept .  1 

Nov.  5 
Nov.  5 

Mar.  1 

Mar.  1 
Mar.  1 

TEXAS : 

H. 

T.  Longino, 

Room  5 »  Madison  Hotel, 
Harlingen,  Texa.s 

Citrus 
Vegetables 

'  Oct.  1 
.  Nov.  20 

Mar,  1 
Mar .  1 

NEW  YORK: 

J. 

A.  Harks, 

310  Triangle  Bldg., 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Pruits  & 
vegetables 

.Oct..  27 

Mar.  1 

ARIZONA: 

R. 

H.  Bertelson, 
BBB  Bldg., 

No  gales,  Arizona. 

Mexican 
tonatoes 

Dec.  1 

May  1 

REPORTS  regarding  Ohio  shipping-point  inspections  can  be  obtained 
by  addressing  M.  W.  Baker,  at  our  Columbus  office. 

Indiana  shipping-point  inspection  reports  can  be  had  from  the 
Federal- St ate  Inspection  Service,  Court  House, 
Warsaw,  Indiana.. 

Reports  regarding  shipping-point  inspections  of  Tennessee  sweet- 
potatoes  can  be  obtained  from  Nelson  B.  Rue, 
Division  of  Markets,  Nashville. 


ASPARAGUS  acreage  for' harvest  in  South  Carolina  this,  spring  .shows 
an  increase  of  300  acres  over  last  year  when  cuttings  were  made  from 
S,500  acres.     Growers  have  taken  care  of  their  plantings  and  prospects 
are  for  a  larger  yield  than  in  193^.*.    The"  abandonment  of  old  acreages  of 
•asparagus  in  Georgia  continues  to  more  than  balance  the  new  plantings.  It 
is  estimated  that  Georgia  has'U,000  acres  for  cutting  this  spring,  compared 
with  ^-,2U0  last  year. 
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OFFICE  NOTES; 

~    Mr.  Sherman  was  in  Trenton,  IT. J. ,  on  Thursday  and  Friday  of  this 
week.    He  addressed  the  New  Jersey  State  Potato  Association  on  "The  Place 
of  Grades  and  Standards  in  Potato  Marketing."-  •  Two  addresses  also  were  given 
before  the  New  Jersey  State  Horticultural  Society,  -  one  on  the  general 
subject  of  standardization  of  fruits  and  vegetables  and  another  on  "The 
Present  Status  and  Future  Prospects  of  the  Export  Market  for  Apples." 

■Ralph  G.  Risser,  of  California,  has  been  appointed  as  an  Assistant 
Marketing  Specialist,  and  will  report  for  training  in  the  Chicago  office  of 
thV'Market  Hews  Service  next  Monday.,  February  2.  ■  Mr.  Risser  received  his 
B.S.  degree  from  the  University  of  Illinois.    From  1917  to  1919,  he  was  em~ 
ployed  as  a  Truck-Crop  Specialist  by  this  Department  in  California  and  other 
western  States.    During  the  next  10  years,  he  was  manager  of  the  crop  pro- 
ductipn  department  of  the  California  Vegetable  Union  at  Los  Angeles.  Mr. 
Risser  has  also  been  identified  with -the  Pacific  Coast  fruit-growing  industry 
in  the  ownership  and  operation  of  pear  and  peach  orchards. 

,  W,  A.  Hilgeson,  who  has  been  serving  as  Federal  Supervising  Inspector 
of  apples, at  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  since  last  August,  completes  his  period  of 
duty  there  this  week  and  will  report  for  further  duty  in  the  Chicago  office 
of  the  Inspection  Service,  •■  .. 

It  .is  assumed  that  E..  L.  Ruch,  who  was  supervising  inspections  of 
winter-crop  lettuce  at  Phoenix,  Arizona,  has  finished  that  work  for  the 
present  and  has  returned  to  his  headquarters  in.  California. 

After  nearly  nine  years  .of  very-effective  service  as  a  market-news 
representative,  Ralph  H.  Lamb  has  been  officially  transferred  to  the  Radio 
Service  of  the  Department,  as  Western  Program  Manager  with  headquarters  in 
the  Appraiser's  Building,.  San  Francisco.    Mr.  Lamb  was  appointed  to  the 
Market  Hews  Service  about  June  1,  1922.     During  most  of  the  time  he  has 
operated  temporary  field  stations  in  producing  districts,"  and  recently  has 
been  in  charge  of  our  field  work  along  the  Pacific  Coast.    For  about  two 
years  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Kansas  City  office.    Mr.  Lamb's  departure  from 
the  Hews  Service  is  regretted,  although  he  will  continue  to  represent  our 
work  through  radio  broadcasts.     C.  J.  Hansen,  of  the  San  Francisco  office, 
however,  does  the  actual  broadcasting  each  Friday  noon  for  the  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Division. 

J.  B.  Owens,  who  was  temporarily  in  the  Atlanta  office,  went  to 
Sanford,  Fla.,  about  a  week  ago  and  has  now  begun  issuing  the  usual  market 
reports  on  celery  at  Sanford. 

Tomato  market  reports  were  begun  at  Miami,  Fla.,  on  January  16.  This 
is  the  only  change  on  the  list  of  temporary  field  stations  of  the  Market 
Hews  Service. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  Maurice  Downes,  Jr.,  who  assists 
with  the  laboratory  tests  of  packages  in  Washington,  on  his  marriage  January 
l6  to  Miss  Helen  G.  Eiring,  of  Salisbury,  Mo.    Mrs.  Downes  has  been  employed 
for  some  time  in  the  State  Department,  here  in  Washington. 
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QFPICg  1I0T5S  (Continued)  : 

J.  S.  Kinsey,  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  in  Virginia,  came  from 
Winchester  yesterday  to  confer  with  members  of  the  Washington  staff. 

H.  A."~Spilman  and  L.  C,  Carey"  left  Washington  on  January  26  for 
Trenton,  IT. J.,  to  appear  "before  the  grand  jury  in  connection  with  charges 
against  Kinzy  Apgar,  pertaining  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Standard  Con- 
tainer Act  of  1928. 

0.  IT.  Harsha  and  K.  K.  Shoemaker  went  to  Richmond  last  Monday  for 
the  purpose  of  making  investigations  under  the  Produce.  Agency  Act  and  the 
Standard  Container  Act.  .  They  probably  will  return  by  the  end  of  this  week. 

?ield  men  of  the  Hews  Service  are  requested  to.  watch  carefully  the 
weekly  trble  or  field  stations  in. the  D.Le     If ■ that  ,l\st  fails  to  include 
all  products  0;1  which  you  are  issuing  reports^  pleas<.-  advise,  the  D.L. 
editor  promptly.    Watch  the  dates,  also..    We  desire  the  list  to  be  complete 
and  accurate.  .  .  .  i 

Ukaty  members  of  the  Washington  staff  have,  been  very.  busy,,  working 
on  the  annual  outlook  reports,   scheduled  for  re-lease  . on  Monday,1  'February  2. 
About  50  representatives  fron  the  various  interested  State's  are  attending 
the  outlook  conferences  in  Washington  this  week*-,.. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  back  to  .the-; market-news  staff.  A.  E.  Prugh, 
who  resigned  about  two  years  ago,  t.o  accept  a  position  in  Cincinnati  with 
the  S.  A.  G-errard  Conpany.    Mr..  Prugh  formerly  operated  field  stations  in 
the  West,  and  will  take  up  the  work  on  lettuce  market  reports  at  "Brawl ey, 
Calif.,  about  Thursday  of  next  week  .(Feb.  5).    He  will,  fill  the.  position 
vacated  by  R.  H.  Lamb.-   Mr.  Prugh  planned  to.  start  by~  automobile  from 
Cincinnati  today.    His  wife.-vdll.  be  remembered.,  as  Miss'  Psyche  'Clemens, 
formerly  of  the  Kansas  Cit.y;market«nev;.s -:off ice.        *  .",'.. 
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la.    WATCH  YOUH  STEP I 

This  is  a  restatement  of  Bureau  policy  for  the  guidance  of  all 
our  field  forces,     I.hny  new  r.ien  have  entered  the  service  since  we  have 
had  occasion  to  publish  anything  of  this  sort  in  the  Division  Letter,  and 
many  older  r.ien  nay  have  forgotten  how  definite  and  consistent  the  policy 
of  the  Bureau  has  been  in  these  matters: 

(l)    State  Legislation;-    Tio  one  representing  the  Bureau  is  per- 
mitted to  take  such  a  position  that  he  can  be  justly  accused  of  publicly 
promoting  or  opposing  any  particular  piece  of  State  legislation,  no  natter 
how  severely  he  thinks  his  own  work  or  the  work  of  the  Department  may  be 
hampered  by  its  passage,  modification,   or  repeal.    Vfhen  new  legislation 
is  proposed,  which  affects  the  fru.it  and  vegetable  industry s   its  advocates 
are  likely  to  seek  our  support,  or  at  least  to  obtain  our  aid  or  sugges- 
tions in  connection  with  the  drafting  of  the  bill.     If  we  render  this  as- 
sistance,  it  may  be  proclaimed  that  we  are  in  favor  of  the  measure.  If 
then  the  bill  is  opposed  by  other  interests  in  the  State,  it  is  difficult 
for  us  to  avoid  participation  in  the  controversy,  which  should  be  regarded 
as  none  of  our  affair.     If  it  ever  seems  necessary  to  state  in  advance 
what  effect  a  legislative  proposal  will  have  on  any  Federal  activity,  the 
question  should  be  referred  to  this  office  for  reply «     The  field  men  rust 
above  all  things  avoid  entangling  alliances  and  their  resultant  animosi- 
ties, 

(2)     Strte  Personnel;-    It  is  none  of  our  business  how  the  Gover- 
nor of  a  State  exercises  his  powers  of  appointment  and  dismissal.  By 
his  action  we  ray    lose  the  advantage  of  cooperating  with  an  official  who 
understands  our  work  and  is  in  hearty  sympathy  therewith,  and  we  may  find 
in  his  place  a.  man  who  knows  little  or  nothing  of  our  activities  and  whose 
natural  inclination  is  to  inaugurate  new  policies  and  perhaps  undo  much 
which  his  predecessor  has  done.    Such  situations  create  temporary  diffi- 
culties for  our  organization,  but  they  are  incident  to  our  form  of  govern- 
ment and  must  be  borne  with  calmness  and  sympathetic  patience.    Even  though 
a,  field  man  be  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  election,  appointment,  or 
removal  of  any  individual  will  resu.lt  in  positive  injury  to  our  work,  he 
must  not  allow  this  opinion  to  become  publicly  known;  nor  is  he  permitted 
to  express  himself  in  such  a  way  that  he  may  be  publicly  so  quoted.  If 
the  Governor  or  head  of  the  Department  or  Boa.rd  of  Agriculture  of  any  State 
should  express  an  unwillingness  to  continue  to  cooperate  with  some  one  of 
our  employees  because  that  employee  had  expressed  antagonism  to  the  Sta.te 
officer  himself  prior  to  his  election  or  appointment,   it  is  difficult  to 
see  how  this  Bureau  could  do  otherwise  than  accede  to  his  request,  however 
disadvantageous  to  our  employee  the  necessary  change  may  be.     In  short, 
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the  internal  political  affairs   of  the  individual  States  are  none  of  our 
concern.    Our  problem  arises  only  when  we  begin  to  deal  with  the  individ- 
uals who  are  actually  in  office.    We  must  not  discuss  troubles  which  have 
not  yet  arisen  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  offense  to  those  with  whom  later 
cooperation  may  be  necessary.     .  . 

(3)     State  and  Federal  Policy:-    There  are  many  different  State 
laws  .on  the  subject  of  grading,  standardization,  and  inspection  of  fruits 
and  vegetables.    These  industries  in  some  States  seem  to  feel  that  their 
rjrosperity  is  absolutely  dependent  upon  the  exercise  of  the  police  powers 
of  the  State.     Sentiment  in  these  States  is  likely  to  change  rather  slowly, 
if  at  all.    There  are  other  States  in  which  such  legislation  is  more  recent 
and  nay  still-  be  regarded  by  most  of  the  growers  as  experimental.  There 
are  other  States  in  which  the  present  tendency  is  to  repeal  mandatoiy 
grading  laws.    This  is  particularly  true  with  reference  to  the  apple 
grading  laws  of  the  northeastern  States.    We  are  still  likely  to  see  re- 
peated experimental  legislation  of  this  kind.     Such  Acts  pre  often  pro- 
moted by  the  leaders  in  the ■ industry  who  are  enthusiastic  supporters  of  ovx 
services,  who  feel  sure  that  such  legislation  will  cause  an  immediate  im- 
provement in  the  qualitj-  of  the  goods  moved  to  market,  with  consequent 
better  prices  and  increased  prosperity  for  the  industry  and  the  State. 

It  is  perhaps' natural  for  field  men  to  feel  and  express  a  sympa- 
thetic interest  in  such  movements,  but  remember  THIS  IS  EHFIPJLY  CONTRARY 
TO  DEPARTMENTAL  POLICY.  ' 

THIS  BUREAU  EAS  NEVER  ADVOCATED  MANDATORY  GRADING  LEGISLATION  CON- 
CERNING ERUITS  AID  VEGETABLES.    Every  field  man  should  make  this  statement 
to  every  person  who  approaches  him  on  the  subject.    Do  not  say  that  we  are 
opposed  to  it  hat  say  that  we  have  never  advocated  it  and,  when  respon- 
sible officers  of  a  State  or  State  Legislature  have  asked  advice  on  manda- 
tory grading  legislation,  TJS  HAVE  ALWAYS  ADVISED  AGAINST  IT.    A  statement 
of  all  the  reasons  would  require  too  much  spa.ee  for  a  Division  Letter 
item,,  but  this  is  the  fact  as  to  the  Bureau  policy  in  this  matter,  and 
every  member  of  the  force  must  be  governed  by  it.     The  Bureau  believes 
that  grades  should  be  aids  in  marketing.     If  they  are  aids  they  will  be 
used  voluntarily  as  a  result  of  economic  pressure.    Men  yield  to  economic 
pressure  more  gracefully  and  with  less  f oeling  of  martyrdom  than  when 
they  yield  to  a  police  regulation  which  costs  them  money,  for  it  cannot 
be  d.enied  that  a  mandatory  requirement  to  grade  a  product  in  accordance 
with  a  fixed  standard  does  require  the  expenditure  of  cash  by  the  grower 
in  order  to  obey  the  statute,  even  though  he  be  convinced  that  he  derives 
no  advantage  from  doing  so.    Fhen  economic  pressure  compels  him  to  grade  . 
his  products,  he  has  no  complaint,  for  he  then  assumes  the  cost  of  gracing 
willingly  because  he  believes  that  it  prys  him  to  do  so. 

(U)    Political  Activity;-    Employees  who  have  a  Civil  Service 
status  are  forbidden  by  law  to  engage  in  any  political  activity.     This  has 
been  construed  to  mean  that  we  must  not  express  ourselves  publicly  on  any 
question  which  is  to  be  voted  upon.     This  may  create  a  difficult  situation 
for  employees  who  have  a  Civil  Service  status  and  who  are  also  employees 
of  a  State.     In  the  latter  capacity  they  may  be  expected  by  the  State  ad- 
ministration of  which- they  are  a  part  to  advocate  publicly  certain  measures 
for  which  the  State  administration  desires  support  in  the  Legislature. 
Such  joint,  employees  should  explain  to  their  superiors  in  the  State  govern* 
"merit  that  their  Civil  Service  status  under  the  Federal  government  precludes 
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rendering  any  such  aid  in  obtaining  or  preventing  legislation.    They  are 
no  more  at  liberty  to  advocate  and  oppose  measures  than  they  are  to  ad- 
vocate and  oppose  candidates.    When  a  State  avails  itself  of  the  services 
of  a  man  who  has  a  Civil  Service  status  under  the  Federal  government,  the 
State  must  accept  the  limitations  which  Eederrl  laws  place  upon  him  with 
respect  to  political  activity.     There  is  no  objection  to  explaining  to 
Strte  officers  or  to  committees  of  the  Legislature,  or  to  any  other  indi- 
viduals or  groups  actually  responsible  for  final  action,  the  advantages 
o,nd  disadv  cant  ages  from  an  administrative  point  of  view  of  any  proposed 
legislation  v/hich  affects  the  work  of  the  employee.    Even  such  discussion, 
•however,  would  not  be  permissible  in  a  public 'political  meeting,  which 
was  designed  to  influence  the  voters. 


2a.    CAT  YOU  SEE  "THE  B-A.E.  HE7/S"  5EGULARLY.  EACH  TOSK? 

Occasionally,   items  of  interest  to  field  men  are  copied  from  "The 
3.A.E.  ITews"  into  our  Division  Letter.    A  question  has  been  raised  as  to 
the  policy  of  reprinting  such  articles'.     It  has  been  done  simply  on  the 
assumption  that  not  "all  of  our  J,  &  7.  field  men  see  "The  B.A.E.  Hews" 
regularly  each  week.     If  "this  assumption  is  incorrect,  we  desire  to  know 
about  the  natter  at  once. 

17ill  all  P.  &  V.  Division  employees  who  do  HOT  have  opportunity  to 
see  "The  B.A.E.  Hews"  regularly  pler.se     so  advise  the  editor  of  our 
Division  Letter  promptly?    Those  who  can  see  and  read  the  "Bureau  Hews" 
each  week  need  not  reply. 

3a.    EARLY-POTATO  BULLET  III  REVISED 

"Marketing  the  Commercial  Crop  of  Early  Potrtoes"  is  the  title  of 
Department  Circular  Ho.  1*4-9,  which  lias  recently  come  from  the  press.  The 
author  is  J.  W.  Park,  of  Mr.  Pail thorp's  project.    This  circular  or  bulle- 
tin of  HH-  pages  is,  in  part  at  least,  a  revision  and  an  enlargement"  of 
Farmers1  Bulletin  Ho.  1316,  which  was  originally  published  in  1923» 

Ha.    AIIHUAL  SUMLiARIES  OP  UHLOADS  IH  CITY  MARKETS 

The  several  market  stations  of  the  Market  Hews  Service  are  beginning 
to  publish  their  annual  summaries  of  unloads  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 
Some  of  these  booklets  for  1930  have  already  reached  the  Washington  office. 
Most  of  them  are  nicely  decorated  by  sketches  or  drawings  on  the  front 
cover.    Arrangement  of  the  material  in  the  various  reports  shows  consider- 
able improvement  over  that  of  previous  years. 


T1ELLS  A.  SEERMA.H 
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MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


lb .     HEW  YOHK  APPLES  II!  DEi.iA.ITD  FOR  EXPORT  TRADE 

R.  L.  Sutton  sent  the  following  report  from  Rochester  in  a  letter 
of  February  3l- 

" In  the  movement  of  apples  from  western  Hew  York,  the  cars  billed 
for  export  have  held  a  conspicuous  place.    The  demand  from  foreign  markets 
has  been  very  well  maintained.     Some  shippers  report'  inability  to  fill  cer- 
tain of  the  export-orders.    For  instance,  Ben  Davis  are  becoming  scarce, 
some  localities  being  entirely  cleaned-up  on  this  variety.    And  Rhode 
Island  Greenings,  that  will  meet  specifications,  are  not  too  plentiful.  So 
far  this  season  from  the  western  Hew  York  territory,  approximately  2,200 
cars  have  moved  to  the  Hew  York  City  harbor  for  foreign  shipment.  Dealers 
report  wide  variation  in  the  condition  of  Greenings  at  this  time.  The 
storage  date  for  this  variety  has  passed  the  most  favorable  period.  For 
the  domestic  trade,  the  cheap  classes  of  apples  are  in  greater  demand.  The 
most  desirable  Baldwins  in  bushel  tubs  will  not  command  more  than  $1.50 
f.o.b.,  with  similar  classes  of  Greenings  ranging  $1.25-$ 1. 30 • 

"Although  the  State  of  Texas  shipped  few  cars  of  cabbr ge  last  week, 
the  market  situation  in  this  territory  has  shown  no  benefit  through  the  let- 
up in  the  harvest  at  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  points.     It  is  a  matter  of  ~ 
speculation  as  to  the  effect  of  the  abnormally  heavy  rainfall  on  the  cabbage 
crop  in  Texas.     It  is  calculated  that  market,  conditions  will  show  some  im- 
provement this  week.    F.o.b.  sales  here  are  holding  mostly  at  $12  per  ton 
for  bulk  stock  and  $lH  for  sacked.    Dealers  are  not  inclined  to  buy,  even 
at  the  prevailing  price  of  $S  cash  to  growers. 

"Potatoes  have  moved  slowly  under  a  light  demand.     The  price  to  grow- 
ers was  lowered  since  our  last  report,   the  prevailing  figure  at  this  time 
being  65^  bulk  per  bushel.     It  is  apparent  that  dull  potato  markets  are 
existing  at  all  shipping  points  and  in  the  terminals.,    Maine  reports  heavy 
shipments,  but  light  trading  on  a  dull  market.     This  condition  existing  day 
after  day  must  indicate  heavy _ consignments  and  important  volumes  at  diversion 
points  awaiting  sale. 

"Onions  are  very  cheap  at  western  and  central  Hew  York  points,  but 
are  even  cheaper  in  some  of  the  competing  States.'  Carlo t  sales  in  very 
limited  numbers  are  being  made  at  60^-S0^  for  100-pound  sacks  of  U.S.  Ho.  1 
Yellows  ranging  Sofa  to  75^  2- inches  and  larger.    Since  the  early  part  of 
last  week,  80^  sales  have  not  been  realized,:  top  prices  now  being  fully  5^ 
less.    Carrots  continue  very  inactive." 


2b .    ACTIOH  DELAYED  REGARDIHG  PLAIiT  BAGS  FOR  IDAHO  POTATOES 

Items  in  the  trade  _  papers  and  letters  from  L.  C.  Tate,  of  our 
Idaho  Frlls  office,  have  recently  said  considerable  regarding  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Idaho  grading  and  branding  law,  by  which  it  was  proposed 
to  allow  the  optional  use  of  plain  bags  in  shipping  mixed  grades  or  ungraded 
potrtoes  from  points  in  Idaho.    The  State  Senate  last  Saturday  voted  agrinst 
the  amendment,  which  means  an  indefinite  suspension  of  action  in  the  matter, 
and  it  probably  will  not  come  up  again  in  the  present  term  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 
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3  id.    MUCH  RAIlT  I  IT  LOWER  HIP  GRAltDS  VALLEY  OF  TEXAS 

Continued  rains  have  held  up  the  movement  of  vegetables  from  the 
Rio  Grande  Valley,  according  to  a  letter  of  January  31  from  W.  D.  Googe  at 
Brownsville  ;- 

"During  the  last  two  weeks,  marketing  of  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley 
vegetables  has  been  hampered  by  continuous  rains.    According  to  the  wea,ther 
reports,  precipitation  during  the  month  of  January,  1931*  exactly  equals 
the  53-yep»r  record.    Today  the  sun  is  shining  ag^in,.  but  cloudy  and  unsettled 
weather  is  predicted,  for  the  next       hours.     Some , -cabbage  has  been  loaded, 
the  growers  being  paid  mostly  $10  per  ton.  "Most  of.  the  loadings  have  been 
placed  on  previous  orders,  around  $15  f.o.b.  usual  terms.     It  is  reported 
that  a  large  volume  is' ready  to  cut,  and,   if  the  fields  become  dry  enough, 
shipments  will  quickly  approach  the  200-car  mark  daily..   Many  meetings  have 
been  held  by  growers  and  shippers,  for  they  are  rather  gloomy  over  the  out- 
look, but  so  far  no  satisfactory  solution  has  been  agreed  upon. 

"Carrots  and  beets  have  strengthoned  somewhat  under  the  light  load- 
ings, but  they  likewise  will  be  loaded  in  Large,  quantities,  when  the  weather 
will  permit,     Spinach  is  in  good  demand,   due  to  light  shipments.  Loadings 
are  very  light,  while  the  fields  are  wet.  . 

"The  rain  has  been  slow  and  drizzling.     Only  on  one  day  was  it  heavy 
enough  to  interfere  with  traffic,  but  the  continuous . moisture  has  the  ground 
saturated'.     Damage  to  crops  is  reported  to  be  slight,  except  in  low  spots 
where  drrinage  is  poor." 

kno .    POTATO  SITUATION  RATHER' DISCOURAGING  III  WISCONSIN 

On  January  31>  C.  D.  Schoolcraft  sent  the  following  report  from 
Waupaco.,  Wis.:- 

"The  Wisconsin  potato  market  has  been  very  dull  the  greater  part  of 
the  past  two  weeks,  and  during  the  past  couple  of  days  has  weakened  5^-10^ 
to  a  level  of  $1.15-$1.20  per  cwt.  for  the 'average  run  of  No.  1  Round  Whites. 
Some  sales  of  better-gra.de  northern  stock  and  occasional  cars  of  good  Cob- 
blers are  bringing  slightly  more.  .  The  price  to  growers  is  generally  $0$  per 
cwt .  and  haulings  are  light  at  most  points,  although  there  has  been  a  slight 
increase  in  the  movement  from  farms  in  some  sections.    A  January,  spoken 
of  by  'old-timers'  as  one  of  the  mildest  and  most-open  in  the  history  of 
this  section,  is  causing  some  sprouting  in  the  warehouses  and,  while  this  is 
not  serious  as  yet,   it  may  serve  to  bring  about  an  earlier  spring  movement 
of  stock  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case. 

"Shipments  are  holding  slightly  above  ^>0  cars  a  day.    &  fairly  uni- 
form movement  is  maintained,  regardless  of  any'  changes  in  the  market.  It 
is  my  opinion  that  the  majority  of  the  shippers  have  about  given  up  hope  of 
any  big  improvement  in  the  market  and  will  heave  a  sigh  of  relief  when  this 
deal  is  over." 


'Utb.    ASPARAGUS  SUMMARY  FOR  NSW  YORK  MARKET 

E.  R.  Biddle  a.nd  S.  W,  Russell,  of  the  He?/  York  City  office,  have 
published  a.  15~paged  summa,ry  on  "Aspara.gus  on  the  New  "York  Market,  Season 
of  1930* "    Copies  can  be  had  directly  from  Mr.  Biddle. 
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5b.    FIRST'  HE  FORT  OH  SAILORS  CSLFRY 

J*  B.  Owens  wrote  as  follows  from  Sanford,  Fla.,  in  a  letter  of 
January  28 :- 

"The  Sanf ord-Oviedo  district  lias  load  very  poor  weather  for  the  grow- 
ing of  celery  daring  the  past  no  nth.    Numerous  frosts  have  caused  the  outer 
stems  to  he cone  pithy,  and  the  continued  cool  weather  has  retarded  the 
growth  of  the  plants,   causing  a  predominence  of  snail  sizes  at  this  tine. 
The  past  few  days  have 'been  warn  and  very  suitable  to  growth,  but  it  seens 
that  this  warn  weather  and  renewed  growth  will  not  help  increase  shipnents 
very  r.iuch  for  the  present,  as  growing  celery  will  not.  bleach  satisfactorily. 
The  pithiness  seens  to  occur  nostly  in  the  snail-sized  stock  and,  while  the 
plant  will  not  overcome  this  defect-  by  growth  within  itself,  post  of  the 
affected  stens  will  be  lost  during  the  preparations  for  packing,  thereby 
giving  a  stalk  of  fairly-firm. quality.    Practically  all  of  the  stock  noved 
to  date  has  been  of  only  fair  to  ordinary  quality,  with  none  of  the  ship- 
pers attempting  to  put  up  a  U.  S.  No.  1  pack.    However,   I  expect  this  -sit- 
uation to  change  within  the  next  few  days. 

"Shipnents  have  been  very  light  during  the  past  week,  with  the  result 
that  the  demand  has  been  active  for  all  available  stock.  The  demand  has 
been  especially  good  for  the  larger  sizes,  with  the  small  sizes  meeting 
only  a  fair  demand  and  at  a  discount  in  price.  The  f.o.b.  market  seems  to 
be  holding  firmly  under  the  light  shipments,  and  the  shippers  report  that 
they  have  had  no  trouble  at  all,  so  far,  in  disposing  of  all  their  daily 
loadings .  Prices  have  remained  steady  during  the  week,  with  crates  of  3  to 
6  dozens  in  the  rough  selling  at  $2.25  f »o.b.  usual  terms.  The  usual  dif- 
ferential  of  10^  on  crate-washed  ".and;  25^  on;  individually-washed  stock  has 
not  held  absolutely  true,  so  far  this  season.  One  reason  for  this  is  the 
ordinary  quality  of  the  stock,  and  another  is  that  one  of  the  large  firms 
here  is  crate-washing  most  of  its  output  at  present  and  selling  it  on  the 
same  basis  as  the  rough  stock."  -  -  . 

6b .    TJFATESR  MILD  AND  mARKSTS  DULL  IN  COLORADO  , 

Bryce  Morris  sent  the  following  report  in  a  letter  dated  January  J>1  . 
at  Denver:-  j 

"The  past  week  has  teen  very  mild,  over  oil  parts  of  Colorado...  The 
average  temperature  for  the  past  month  shows  an  accumulative  total  of  over 
l60°  rbove  normal. 

"Shipnents  of  potatoes  have  been  moderate  from  the  San  Luis  Valley, 
with  prices  slightly  easier.  Growers  were  receiving  85^-9°/  Per  cwt.  late 
this  week  for  Brown  Beautys,  and  90^-35^  on  Red. McC lures. 

"Prices  the  last  few  days  in  northern  Colorado  have  weakened  mater- 
ially, with  dealers  offering  65^-70^  on  Standard  Grade  Rurals  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  of  this  week. 

"Demand  for  onions  has  been  very  slow,  with  the  market  dull  and 
generally  unchanged.    Western  Slope  farmers  received  20^-25^  bulk  per  cwt. 
for  Yellow  Danvers.    Arkansas  Valley  farmers  received  from  35^  to  $1-  per 
cwt.,  according  to  size  and  quality.",' 

7b.    A  NET7  SUld.IARY  ISSUZD  '  f 

This  week  a  mimeographed  summary  on  Marketing  North  Carolina  Straw- 
berries, 1530  Season,"  has  been  distributed.    The  author  is  R.  3.  Keller. 
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8b .    UHUSUALLY  MILD  WliTKIR  IE  PACIFIC  hORTHWBST 

T.  R.  Hall  v/rote  as  follows  in  a  letter  of  January  29  from  the 
Seattle  office:-- 

"Y/ith  the  approaching  end  of  January,   the  Puget  Sound  country  has 
experienced  one  of  the  mildest  winters  in  nany  years  and  the  situation  has 
been  particularly  favorable  for  local  gardeners.    Even  though  wholesale 
prices  have  not  been  high  nor  very  profitable,   the  weather  to  date  has  been 
so  mild  that  harvesting  operations  have  been  carried  on  almost  continuously, 
and  many  of  the  green  vegetables  usually  obtained  from  southern  points  are 
coning  from  local  gardens.    .As  a  result,   the  quantity  of  winter  growing 
vegetables  is  being  depleted  through  the  usual  market  channels  and  not  by 
adverse  weather  conditions. 

"Local  spinach  and  various  other  greens  are  plentiful.    An  occasional 
car    from  the  South  is  billed  this  way  to  take  care  of  any  demand  that  night 
follow  a  severe  cold  snap  in  the  ITorthwest.    But  Walla  "/alia,  is  also  ship- 
ping an  occasional  car;  so  there  is  almost  no  chance  for  the  southern  product 
to  be  handled  profitably.     Quantities  of  locally-grown  bunched  carrots  prac- 
tically exclude  the  California  carrots.    Other  bunched  vegetables,  -  beets, 
green  onions,  parsley,  radishes  and  turnips,  -  are  plentiful . 

"The  end  of  a  rather  disastrous  season  for  local  celery  growers  is  at 
hand,    Ho  estimate  of  the  quantity  placed  in  storage  during  October  or  De- 
cember is  available,  but  these  supplies  are  practically  exhausted  now,  open- 
ing the  way  for  California  celery.  Undoubtedly  many  hundreds  of  cases  were 
put  in  storage  last  fall  at  80^-85?*  each,  and  holders,  after  paying  25^-50^ 
storage-charges  and  taking  the  shrinkage,  were  glad  to  get  S5^  per  crate  this 
month.    The  cabbage  market  also  has  been  demoralized,  5^^-75^  Per  cwt.  being 
reported  as  the  price  to  the  retail  trade. 

"Following  10  days  of  fairly  good  trading  early  in  the  month,  every- 
thing has  turned  dull  and  draggy;  apples  and  citrus  fruit  may  be  excepted. 
If  present  mild  weather  continues,  the  early  1931  vegetables  will  be  on  the 
market  almost  as  soon  as  the  old  crop  is  cleaned  up.     This  certainly  is  an 
unusual  condition  and  one  that  has  the  produce  men  bewildered." 

9b.    LATEST  HEWS  OH  MAIHE  POTATOES 

The  following  report  was  received  from  W.  D.  Hull,  at  Presque  Isle, 
Maine,  under  date  of  February  2:~ 

"Continued  cold  weather  during  the  greater  part  of  last  week  lias  un- 
doubtedly been  of  some  benefit  to  the  Maine  potato  market.    Early  in  the  week 
the  market  began  to  show  signs  of  unsteadiness.     This  became  more  apparent 
as  the  week  advanced  aiid  the  weather  became  warmer.    Haulings  of  potatoes 
from  farm  storage  increased  very  considerably  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday.  How- 
ever;,    Thursday  was  much  colder  and  haulings  were  sharply  curtailed,  which 
no  doubt  saved  a,  further  reduction  in  the  street  price.    Monday  and  Tu.es day, 
the  street  price  was  generally  $1.85  Per  barrel,  but  on  Wednesday  many  buyers 
cut  to  $1.75~$1»80.    A  few  dealers  reported  liberal  haulings  at  the  lower 
price,  but  in  general  the  quantity  of  potatoes  bought  at  $1.75  small, 
compared  with  sales  which  brought  more,   even  at  the  outlying  sidings.  Wed- 
nesday there  was  a  light  fall  of  snow,  with  sufficient  wind  in  the  Late 
afternoon  to  cause  drifting  in  the  open  country,  which  blocked  the  roads  and 
made  travel  very  difficult  the  balance  of  the  week. 

(continued  over) 
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"In  general,   the  f.o.b.  price'  has  been  maintained  at  $1.30  per  100- 
pound  sack,  with  an  occasional  car  bringing  as  high  as  $1.35*    Offers  of 
$1.25  were  repeatedly  refused  by  shippers  and  brokers.    This  seemed  to  be 
the  price  the  city  buyers  were  willing  to  pay,  and  it  required  considerable 
bargaining  to  confirm  sales  at  the  going  price  of  $1.30.    Few  f.o.b.  sales 
of  bulk  stock  were  made  each  day  at  $1.20  per  cwt.,  with  many  offers  of 
31.15  refused. 

"Tot^l  shipments  froh  Maine  for  the  past  week  were  1,5^  cars.  By 
an  odd  coincidence,   total  shipments  for  the  previous  week  also  were  1,5^-+ 
cars.    For  the  corresponding  weeks  last  year  about  1,3^9  paid  l9h$>J  cars 
moved  respectively.    Shipments  of  both  certified  .and  selected  seed  increased 
last  week,  there  being  bS  cars  of  certified  seed  reported  by  the  Inspectors 
of  the  Maine  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  compared  with  M-3  cars  the  previous 
week.    The  increase  in  seed  movement    causes  the  drily  shipment  figures  to 
seem  higher  than  they  really  are.    For  example, .-  in  Saturday ' s  total  of 
309  errs,   one  could  count  60  cars  of  seed  stock." 

1  Ob .     ThOUBIE  Aft I SING  FROM  UNPAID  TELEGRAMS 

Field  men  and  city  market  reporters  are  cautioned  to  be  careful  con- 
cerning the  individuals  or  firms  to  .whom  they  send  telegrams  collect.  One 
of  our  field  men  had  been  sending  daily  reports  by  wire  to  a  party  in  Flori- 
da.   Recently,  the  telegraph  company  advised  the  field  man  that  collections 
could  not  be  made  from  the  party  addressed,  and  the  charges  on  these  wires 
were  reversed.     The  following  item,  published  in  the  D.L.  last  summer, 
should  be  carefully  read  by  all  employees: 

Due  to  the  increasing  number  of  refusals  on  collect  telegrams  giving 
market  information,  sent  to  members  of  the  trade  in  vrrious  places,   it  seems 
advisable  to  adopt  a  definite  policy  governing  the  handling  of  such  business, 
Hereafter,  no  market  information  should  be  sent  collect  to  any  produce  firm 
or  privrte  individual,  unless  they  have  established  a  credit  with,  the  tele- 
graph company  and  the  telegraph  company  will  agree  to  guarantee  collection 
of  tolls  on  all  telegrams  containing  market  information  sent  collect  at  the 
request  of  the  rpplicnnt.    When  you  receive  a  request  for  market  information 
collect,  you  should  immediately  get  in  touch  with  the  local  manager  of  the 
telegraph  company,  either  by  personal  visit  or  by  telephone,  advising  him 
that  you  have  a  request  for  telegraphic  market  information  to  be  sent  collect 
to  John  Doe  at  Podunk  Center,   Illinois,  and  ask  him  if  the  telegraph  company 
will  guarantee  the  charges,   stating  that  we  will  send  such  telegraphic  in- 
formation only  without  recourse  to  the  Government,  and  to  confirm  his  guaran- 
tee in  writing.     In  most  cases,   the  firms  in  question  mil  have  established 
credit-relations  with  the  telegraph  companies  and  they  will  be  in  a  position 
to  promptly  guarantee  such  payments.     In  cases  where  no  credit-relations 
heave  been  established,   it  will  be  necessary  for  the  party  requesting  the 
telegrams  to  establish  financial  responsibility  with  the  telegraph  company 
before  the  service  will  be  started. 

In  order  that  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  continuously  reestablish 
the  reliability  of  firms  requesting  telegraphic  market  information  collect, 
a  record  should  be  kept  of  the  names  of  all  firms  whose  liability  has  been 
guaranteed  by  the  telegraph  companies.     Telegrams  should  be  sent  without 
question  to  such  firms  until  such  time  as  the  telegraph  company  may  notify 
us  that  their  credit  has  been  discontinued. 
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nno.   improvelient  in  Rochester  bullet ins 

R.  L.  Sutton,  of  the  Rochester  off ice,  has  greatly  inproved  the 
forn  and  appearance  of  his  daily  nine o graphed  market  reports,  by  a  re- 
arrangement  of  the  material*    Following  the  destination  infomration,  which 
is  listed  in  three  columns,  he  has  double  columns  for  the  f.o.b. 's  and 
markets,  making  then  much  easier  to  read.    The  condition  of  the  market 
is  alto  placed  conspicuously  at  the  upper right  corner  of  each  report,  as 
follows :- 


POTATOES : 


DULL 


Light  wire  inquiry.  Haulings 
light  account  weather  and  condition 
of  market.    Demand  slow.  Market 
dull*     Crrloads  f.o.b.  shipping  — 


APPLES : 


ABOUT  STEADY 


Moderate  wire  -inquiry.  De- 
mand moderate.    Market  about'  steady. 
Crrloads  f.o.b.  usual  terms  -  Bushel 
tubs,  U.S.  No.  1,  2g  inches  up   


The  city  market  information  under  each  product  is  arranged  in  a 
similar  form,  and  the  daily  shipments  from  the  most  important  States  are 
tabulated  in  columns,   so  as  to  show  shipments  for  each  of  the  last  five 
days,  with  totals  to  date  this  season  and  last  season,  and  final  total  for 
last  serson. 


1 2b .    PLORIDA  ORANGE  FESTIVAL,  JANUARY  27-31 

The  following  interesting  description  came  from  H.  F.  Willson,  at 
Winter  Haven,  in  a  letter  dated  January  27 :~ 

"Winter  Haven  is  all  decorated  in  grand  style  for  the  opening  of  the 
third  annual  State-wide  orange  festival,  being  held  here  January  27  to  31 
inclusive.  municipal  buildings  and  most  of  the  privately-owned  business 

houses  are  gayly  bedecked  with  flags  and  tr innings.    A  company  from  the  North 
contracted  to  decorate  the  streets  and,  all  in  all,  the  town  presents  a  very 
pleas ing  appearanc e . 

"The  opening  day  is  designated  as  'School  Day, 1  and  all  students  and 
teachers  are  admitted  free.    A  holiday  has  been  declared  for  the  16,000 
pupils  in  Polk  County  and  large  numbers  are  expected  from  adjoining  districts, 
January  2S  is  'Governor's  Bay,'  and  Governor  Carleton  will  deliver  an  address 
in  the  afternoon.     Thursday  will  be  'Tourist  Day'  and  Friday  is  to  be  'Grow- 
ers' Day.'     Suitable  programs  have  been  arranged  for  the  various  days.  All 
indications  are  for  a  larger  attendance  than  last  year  when  there  were  over 
6l,000  paid  admissions.     The  fru.it  exhibits  are  of  high  standard,  and  the 
number  of  exhibits  of  associated  industries  shows  a  considerable  increase. 

"The  arch-way  over  the  main  entrance  is  one  of  the  unique  features 
this  year.     It  represents,  two,  giant,   fruit-glasses  filled  with  orange  juice, 
between  which  are  grouped  orange  blossoms  and  leaves.     The  entire  design  is 
made-up  in  colors  and,  as  one  party  remarked:-  'It  makes  your  mouth  water 
to  look  at  it,  and  you  can  hardly  wait  to  get  inside  to  have  some  of  the 


tree  orange  juice. 


t  ii 


13b.     GREAT  INTEREST  IN  POTATO  MARKET  REPORTS 

W.  D.  Hull,   in  charge  of  the  Pre s que  Isle,  Maine,  field  station, 
circularized  his  mailing— list  the  first  of  January.    At  the  end  of  the  first 
week,  there  were  slightly  over  2,100  replies.    By  February  1,  the  list  had 
increased  to  2, 7C0  names,  with  additional  requests  still  coming  in. 


\ 

\ 
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lVo .     SOME  FLORIDA  BURR  IBS  BEING  SHIPPED  .  YflTH  DRY  ICE^ 

R.  M.  Peterson  sent,  the  following  inf ormaticrC^rom  Plant  City  in 
a  letter  of  February  3 

"The  quality  of  Florida  strawberries  continued  to  improve  throughout 
last  week,  and  yesterday ' s -pickings  were  the, nicest  I  have  seen  this  season. 
The  size  is  gradually  decreasing^  hut.  that  is  to  he  expected  as  the  early 
berries  are  nearly  always  the  largest.     Shipments  last  week  were  27  freight, 
30  express,  and  the  equivalent  of  IS  cars  of  pony  refrigerators,  which  is 
50%  more  than  the  preceding  week.     The  total  movement,  however,  was  slightly 
heavier  than  these  figures  Would  indicate,  because  the  number  of  express 
cars  was  over  twice  as  many  as  the  preceding  week  and  these  express  cars 
are  loaded  approximately  ^Qfo  heavier  than  the  freight  cars.     The  shipping- 
point  market  showed  a  slightly  easier  tone  during  the  week,  and  on  Saturday 
the  price  averaged  15  3A^  Per  pint. 

"The  local  buyers,  who  agreed  to  buy  pints  only,  found  it  impossible 
to  live  up  to  this  agreement,  because  of  a  few  buyers  who  are    not  in 
sympathy  with  the  attempt  to  standardize  the  local  package.    As  a  result, 
approximately  one-fourth  of  the  berries  are  now  being  packed  in  quarts. 
The  two  associations,  which  are  selling  through  the  auction,  are  using  the 
2M— pint  crates  with  the  square  cups.     The  auction  is  again  in  operation  and 
plans  on  holding  sales  the  balance  of  the  season. 

"A  number  of  small-lot  shipments  have  been  made  in  corrugated  paper 
cartons  under  dry-ice  refrigeration.    At  present,  cartons  of  two  sizes  are 
being  used.  .  The  smaller  holds  l6  quarts  and  is  packed  with  six  pounds  cf 
dry  ice.     The  larger  carton  holds  39  quarts  and  takes  10  pounds  of  dry  ice. 
Although  only  a  thousand  quarts  have  been  shipped  under  this  method,  the 
results  seem  to  have  been  very  satisfactory  and  some  shippers  are  predicting 
that  the  dry-ice  cartons  will  replace  the  pony  refrigerators  entirely.  The 
total  cost  of  placing  these  cartons  in  the  market,   including  the  cost  of 
carton  and  dry  ice",   is  around  kfi  per  quart  cheaper  than  by  the  use  of  the 
pony  refrigerator.    This  does  not  take  into  consideration  the  cost  of  the 
pony-refrigerator  box,  which  involves  a  considerable  investment.    One  ship- 
per states  that  this  low  price  enabled  him  to  deliver  berries  in  the  terminal 
markets  at  a  price  that  was  approximately  only  \$  per  quart  more  than  for 
those  shipped  in  car-lots.     If  this  is  true,  the  dry-ice  carton  should 
be c ome  popular . 

"One  car-lot  of  berries  moved  from  here  Thursday  night  by  freight  in 
a  special  dry-ice  car.     I  understand  that  this  car  arrived  in  Hew  York  on 
Monday  morning  but  that  the  berries  were  not  in  good  condition.    The  shipper 
states  that  the  car  had  no  refrigeration  while  it  was  being  loaded  and  that 
the  temperature  of  the  car  was  62°  when  the  doors  were  closed,    The  dry  ice 
was  not  placed  in  the    car  until  30  minutes  later,  which  means,  that  the 
berries  were  undoubtedly  very  warm  before  the  ice  had  any  effect,  and  it  was 
natural  to  suppose  that  most  of  the  damage  was  done  before  the  car  moved. 

"The  Mr.natee-Sarasota  celery  has  shown  no  improvement  and  is  still 
mostly  of  fair  quality.    Practically  all  of  it  shows'  seme  pithiness  and 
most  of  the  stock  is  not  showing  good  length.    The  shipments  last  week  were 
approximately  S5  cars,"  with  the  expected  movement  this  Y/eek  to  be  about  the 
same  or  slightly  less.    The  market  has  held  steady,  with  generally  good 
demand . 11 
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15b.     L0I7  PRICES  FOR  FLORIDA  CITRUS  FRUIT 

H.  F.  Willsori  sent  the  following  report  in  a  letter  of  February  2 
from  Winter  Haven :- 

"Shipnents  of  Florida  citrus  have  been  heavy  during  the  -past  two 
weeks.    About  SUO  cars  of  oranges,  grapefru.it,  tangerines  and  nixed  citrus 
passed  the  Florida  gateways  during  Saturday  and  Sunday.    For  the  corres- 
ponding days  a  week  ago  the  total  was  9^5  cars.     Shipments  of  all  Florida 
citrus  this  season  .to  February  2  total  35,1-75  cars,   compared  to  23,679  a 
year  ago  and  29,735  c^s  for  the  large  crop  in  1926-29* 

"Prices  are  extremely  low,  although  oranges  showed  some  advance 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  month.    For  the  week  ending  January  3-1- >  the 
combined  average  of  402  cars  of  Florida  grapefruit  s'old  on  nine  leading 
auctions,  as  compiled  by  the  Clearing  House,  was  $2.45.     Of  this  number, 
64  cars  of  Indian  River  section  fruit  sold  at  $2.95,  while  33S  cars  from 
other  sections  averaged  only  $2.35*     0n  "the.  same  markets,   57S  cars  of 
Florida  oranges  sold  for  $2.95  average.    About  65  cars  of  Indian  River 
fru.it  sold  at  $3«35>  while  the  remaining  513  cars  averaged  $2.90." 

16b .     TOMATOES,  BEAITS  AKD  PEPPERS  HI  SGUTEERIT  FLORIDA 

V.  H.  Hicholson  wrote  as  follows  in  a  letter  of  January  31  from 
Miami,  Fla. :- 

"While  the  weather  in  southern  Florida  this  week  has  been  much  more 
favorable,   there  has  "be en  little  trading  in  tomatoes  on  account  of  poor 
quality  of  the  stock.     Shippers  report  that  the  inquiry  for  good  tomatoes 
is  fair,  but  that  most  wires  specify  that  the  stock  arrive  in  good  con- 
dition.   As  a  result,  there  have  been  practically  no  sales  on  an  f.o.b. 
basis,  and  practically  all  of  the  light  shipments  have  been  consigned. 

"If  the  weather  continues  favorable  next  week,   shipments  should  in- 
crease slightly  and  the  market  should  be  fairly  good  for  good-quality  stock. 
Shippers  are  expecting  quality  to  improve  materially  next  week.    A  recent 
estimate  of  the  tomato  acreage  by  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock 
Estimates  placed  the  south  Florida  plantings  at  11, ICO  acres,  or  about  the 
same  as  last  spring.    However,   if  favorable  weather  prevails,  carlo t  ship- 
ments my  exceed  those  of  last  spring.    Peak  movement  will  probably  come 
the  last  of  March. 

"Carlot  shipments  of  beans  continue  light.   1iVh.il e  a  few  cars  were 
shipped  from  the  Lake  Okeechobee  section  this  week?  most  shipments  have 
come  from  the  Hast  Coast  section  around  Pompano.     The  market  declined  to 
$5~$6'about  the  middle  of  the  week,  but  apparently  is  somewhat  stronger 
today..    According  to'  shippers  around  Pompano,  quality  has  been  improving 
this  week.     Quality  of  the  three  cars  shipped  from  around  the  Lake  was 
reported  to  be  very  ordinary,  and  the  cars  were  consigned. 

"Shipments  of  peppers  from  the  acreage  around  Pompano  have  been 
fairly  heavy.     Total  shipments  from  the  State  have  averaged  10  to  12  cars 
daily.    As  a  result  of  the  heavier  shipments,  prices  in  the  terminal  mar- 
kets have  declined  and  the  price  to  growers  around  Pompano  has  also  de- 
clined from  around  $2  for  best  Fancy  stock  at  the  first  of  the  week  to 
$1.75  yesterday,  with  the  market  rather : draggy  at  that  price." 


B.C.  BOHEE, 
Specialist  in  Market  Hews. 
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**  State  cooperating 
B.  E,  Surry  in  Chicago. 


*  Reports  discontinued 
W..  F.  Cox  in  Sr,n  Francisco  (301  Wells  Fargo  Bldg.) 
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1c.     NOTICE  REGARDING  TOLIATO  INSPECTIONS 

At  this  season  of  the  year,   inspections  of  tor.ir.toes  may  involve 
the  question  of  freezing  and  chilling.    All  inspectors  should,  therefore, 
refer  to  Memorandum  ho.  69,  by  G.  B.  Ramsey,  entitled;  "Freezing  and 
Chilling  Injury  of  Tomatoes,"  which  gives  detailed  information  on  the 
subject.    Any  inspector  who  does  not  have  a  copy  of  the  memorandum  should 
advise  the  Washington  office  at  once  and  sane  will  be  nailed  to  him. 


2c.     SEND  OLD  BILLS  TO  WASHINGTON  FPU  COLIECTION 

Attention  is  directed  to  paragraph  lhH,  Fart  I,   Inspection  Handbook, 
which  specifically  states  that  no  Dills  should  be  held  over  two  months, 
except  those  owed  by  a  railroad.     In  some  cases  old  bills  have  been  held 
in  the  branch  offices  for  several  months  and,  when  effort  was  made  to  col- 
lect them,   it  was  learned  that  the  firm  had  gone  out  of  business.     The  pro- 
cedure outlined  in  paragraphs  lhj>,  lUU  and  1U5,  Part  I,   Inspection  Handbook 
should  be  closely  followed.    Each  inspector  in  charge  of  a  market  must  make 
it  a  part  of  his  business  to  collect  all  outstanding  fee-bills  and  send 
them  to  Washington  after  they  are  two  months  old. 

3c .     ROOT  GROWTH  OF  ONIONS 

The  U.  S.  Standards  for  Northern— Grown  Onions,  as  revised  December 
20,  192S,   specify  that  U.  S.  No.  1  shall  be  "free  from  damage  caused  by 
roots,  etc."    This  refers  to  roots  which  were  present  when  the  onions  were 
harvested  and  does  not  include  new  root-growth  which  occurs  in  transit  or 
storage.     Old  root-growth  shall  be  considered  as  a  grade  defect  and  new 
root-growth  as  a  factor  of  condition,  as  outlined  in  the  onion  circular  of 
the  Inspection  Handbook.     Old  roots  are  usually  dry,   tough  and  fibrous  and 
somewhat  longer  than  new  root-growth  which  appears  fresh,  white  and  generally 
short.    New  root-growth  usually  dries  out  and  disappears  after  the  onions 
are  exposed  to  a  free  circulation  of  fresh  air.     See  paragraph  51>  Northern- 
Grown  Onions,   Inspection  Handbook. 

He.     COMPARISON  OF  CALIFORNIA  INSPECTIONS  3Y  MONTHS  FOR  PAST  THREE  YEARS 

The  following  report  on  shipping-point  inspections  appeared  in  the 
California  " inspectors 1  Notes"  for  January  ~$0i~ 


192S 

1929 

1950 

January 

1317 

132H 

1235 

February 

1089 

131+0 

2177 

March 

IO91 

9U7 

160s 

■kpril 

1970 

11U5 

2272 

hay 

379G 

2S57 

3102 

June 

1537 

2267 

25SI 

July 

3^36 

1771 

336S 

August 

5067 

3736 

U220 

September 

1672S 

13556 

990s 

October 

15567 

15205 

16S33 

November 

33S3 

31  So 

38^4 

December 

1032 

1072 

2366 

TOTAL 

56  on  3 

I+8H06 

53511+ 
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5c.     CERTIFICATION  0?  CAULIFLO".TR  ACC0R3I1TG-  TO  IP,"  FORK 
OF  GRADE  STATElEITT 

The  question  of  forn  of  certification  of  cauliflower  in  receiving 
roarkets  1ms  recently  been  brought  up,  and  in  handling  this  phase  of  in- 
spection work  three  different  situations  will  "be  encountered 

1.  Crrs  which  pre  certified  as  up  to  grade  at  shipping-point "and 
will  "be  "below  grade  at  destination  only  "because  of  condition  factors. 
Cases  of~this  kind  have  already  been  covered  in  Memorandum  ITo.  fl. 

2.  Receiving-point  inspectors  will  also  have  cars  to  certify, 
which  were  "below  grade  at  shipping-point  "but  were  certified  as  showing  a 
certain  percentage  of  U.  S.  ITo.  1  quality  and  which  nay  show  a  consider- 
ably higher  percentage  of  defects  in  the  market.    In  some  instances  there 
will  be  a  request  to  show  the  percentage  of  U.  S.  ho.  1  quality  on  such 
cars  and  in  other  cases  there  will  not  be  such  a  request.    YJhen  there  is 
no  request  made  for  the  percentage  of  ITo.  1  quality  in  the  market  inspec- 
tion, it  will  be  better  not  to  bring  up  a  possible  point  of  controversy 
by  showing  that  a  shipment  which  contained  S5$  of  l?o.  1  quality  at  point 
of  origin  contains  only  Gofo  on  arrival  at  destination.     Such  cars  should 
be  sinply  reported  as  now  failing  to  grade  U.  S.  ITo.  1,  without  making  any 
reference  to  the  percentage  of  ITo.  1  quality  nor  the  fact  that  it  meets 
the  quality  requirements  of  U.  S.  ITo .  1  in  other  respects.    TThen  there  is 
a  request  for  the  percentage  of  U.  S.  ITo".  1  quality,   it  should  be  handled 
as  follows:'"  "Stock  fails  to  grade  U.  S.  1,  but  now  shows  approximately 
SOfo  of  U.  S.  1  quality." 

3«    There  is  another  situation  in  which  no  shipping-point  inspection 
has  been  mp.de  on  a.  lot  that  arrives  in  the  market  failing  to  grade  only 
on  account  of  condition  factors.     This  case  should  be  handled  in  the  same 
way  as  if  the  car  had  been  previously  insiDected  and  reported  as  up  to  grade. 
That  is,  -  state  that  it  now  fails  to  grade  U.  S.  ITo.  1  only  on  a.ccount  of 
condition  factors  but  meets  the  quality  requirements  of  this  grp.de. 

6c.     LETTUCE  IITSPECTIOITS  HEAVY  IIT  IMPERIAL  VALLEY 

California  "Inspectors'  ITotes"  for  January  23  contained  this 
news  item:- 

Over  65/J  of  the  lettuce  shipments  in  the  Imperial  Valley  have  been 
certified  so  far  this  month.    A  personnel  of  32  inspectors  is  working  in 
the  Valley  at  present,  and  Phil  Stay  reports  that  several'  additional  men 
will  probably  be  needed  next  week. 

R.  C.  BUT1TER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 

OF? ICE  3T0TES ; 

Mr.  Sherman  gave  a  short  radio  talk  through  Station  TJRC  on  Thursday 
at  noon  on  the  1931  Outlook  for  Potatoes.    R.  R.  Pailthorp  discussed  the 
outlook  for  fruits,  and  B.  C.  Boree  talked  on  the  vegetr.ble  outlook. 

An  epidemic  of  "grippe"  prevails  in  Washington  at  present,  paid  one 
of  the  victims  is  17.  E.  Lewis,  who  has  been  off  duty  p.ll  of  this  week. 
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OFFICE  ITOTFS  (Continued)  ; 

Robert  Bier,  of  the  Washington  inspection  staff,  last  Tuesday  took 
a  group  of  students  from  the  University  of  Maryland  through  two  ol  the 
wholesale  produce  markets  in  this  city,   explaining  to  then  the  usual 
methods  of  marketing.     There  were  about  IS  students  and  two  teachers  in 
the  group. 

J.  W.  Park,  of  Mr.  Pailthorp* s  jjroject,  has  been  detailed  to 
Mr.  War burton's  office  in  the  main  building  of  the  Department,   to  assist 
for  the  next  two  months  on  the  seed-loan  work.     It  will  be  remembered 
that  Mr.  Park  had  considerable  experience  along  this  line  in  past  years, 
having  handled  seed-loan  work  in  the  North  Central  States  and  the  Pacific 
Southwest. 

Herbert  Graff,   «£  the  Washington  inspection  office,  went  to  Dan- 
ville, Va.,  on  Wednesday  to  take  care  of  an  insioection  in  that  market. 
Robert  Bier  was  at  Charlottesville,  Va.,  one  day  last  week  for  a  similar 
purpose . 

Latest  word  from  J.  G.  Cross  indicates  that  he  has  recently  been 
interviewing  railroad  officials  in  the  Imperial  Valley  of  California. 
At  present,  he  is  in  Los  Angeles. 

Because  of  a  rush  of  work  in  Kansas  City,  L.  W.  Brewer  has  been 
sent  from  the  Chicago  office  of  the  Inspection  Service,   to  assist 
P.  M.  Lyle  for  a  few  days. 

On  January  26  at  Berkeley,   Calif.,  P.  G.  Robb  addressed  a  class 
of  advance  students  In  agricultural  economics  at  the  requ.es t  of  Dr.  Erdman, 
formerly  of  this  Bureau,   on  the  regulatory  work  of  the  Finj.it  and  Vegetable 
Division.     That  afternoon  was  spent  In  Sacramento.     Mr.  Robb  held  a  con- 
ference of  Salt  Lake  City  dealers  on  January  2S,  meeting  a  similar  group 
of  growers  and  shippers  at  Grand  Junction  on  the  29th.    He  spent  Monday, 
February  2,  in  the  Chicago  office,  returning  to  Washington  Tuesday,  the 
3rd. 

L.  C.  Carey  expects  to  leave  Washington  on  February  12  and  travel 
to  Cleveland  and  Detroit,  for  the  purpose  of  making  investigations  under 
the  Standard  Container  Acts.    He  will  return  about  February  17* 

T.  C.  J.  Baker  also  plans  to  leave  on  February  12  raid  travel  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  Hew  Albany,   Ind.j  Paducah,  Ky. ;  Metropolis,  111.; 
Humboldt,  Tenn.;  Hazelhurst,  Miss,;  ^oseland  and  Hew  Orleans,  La.;  Bay 
Lunette  and  Birmingham,  Ala.;  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  Brunswick  and  Savannah, 
Ga.,  for  the  purpose  of  making  investigations  under  the  Standard  Container 
■"-ets.    He  will  not  return  until  about  Lurch  IS. 

C.  R.  Hewton  left  on  February  5  for  Pittsburgh,   to  maize  investiga- 
tions under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act.    He  expects  to 
return  to  the  Washington  office  about  February  15» 

R.  H.  Shoemaker  Is  expected  to  return  from  Richmond  at  the  end  of 
this  week,  and  will  then  proceed  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  will  join  C.  R. 
Hewton  in  making  investigations  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Comnodi- 
t ies  Act . 
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FRUIT  AHD  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LETTER 
( I s  sued  eve ry  Friday ) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Hot  for  publication 

la.    ALL  EIELD  MEN  -  ATTENTION,  PLEASE  : 

This  is  a  gentle  reminder  of  an  old  rule,  which  has  not  been  en- 
forced as  rigidly  as  its  merit  deserves.     This  rule  is  that  every  member 
of  the-  field  force  is  to  be  held  accountable  for  observing  instructions 
in  the  Division  Letter,   exactly  as  though  they  had  been  transmitted  to 
him  individually  in  a  letter  over  the  signature  "of  the  Project  Leader, 
the  Division  Leader,  or  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau.    As  far  as  possible,  "these 
instructions  will  appear  in  the  first,  or  general,   section  of  the  D.L.',  or 
under  the  section  which  is  devoted  to  the  particular  project  affected. 
Therefore,  market-news  men  will  find  these  instructions  or  a  page-ref  ereiice 
to  them  either  in  the  first  section  or  the  market-news  section  of  the  D.L. 
Inspectors  will  find  them  in  the  first  section  or  the  inspection  section. 

It  is-  sometimes  necessary  to  insert  on  important  item  of  instructions 
or  information  of  generrl  interest  oh  any  page  where  space  can  be  made  for 
It,  while  the  stencils  are  being  cut.     In  such  cases,  a  line  is  usually  in- 
serted at  the  bottom  of  some  page  in  the  first  section,   to  note  the  location 
of  the  item. 

The  D.L.  has  always  been  an  important  communication.     It  is  not  to  be 
opened  and  idly  thrown  aside  for  a  more  convenient  season  and  perhaps  never 
read.    We  are  permitted  to  publish  it,  only  oh  the  theory  that  it  carries 
important  communications  to  the  field  which  otherwise  would  require  the 
mimeographing  and  separate— mailing  of  a  great  many  circular  letters,  prob- 
ably requiring    in  the  aggregate  many  more  stencils  and  envelopes  than  are 
required  for  the  D.L. 

Great  Importance  of  P.A.C.  Act 

The  administration  of  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Corxiodities  Act 
is  one  of  the  most  far-reaching  and  Important  responsibilities  ever  placed 
upon  the  Bureau,  and  no  other  activity  of  this  Division  has  attracted  such 
general  and  intense  interest  from  the  start.    Almost  everyone  in  the  Division 
will  have  more  or  less  contact  with  this  work.    Almost  every  field  man  has 
been  and  will  be  questioned  about  it  by  interested  parties.     The  D.L.  has 
contained  only  occasional  paragraphs  concerning  this  Act  thus  far,  but  is 
likely  to  contain  many  more  in  the  future  and  every  member  of  the  field 
force,  no  matter  what  his  duties,  is  expected  to  keep  posted  on  what  appears 
in  the  D.L.  concerning  this  activity. 

Hew  Duties 

At  this  moment  we  consider  every  member  of  the  field  force  a  scout, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  persons  who  should  be  licensed 
but  who  are  not.     Instructions  .will  probably  reach  you  y^ithin  a  week- (pos- 
sibly with  this  Division  Letter)  as  to  your  procedure  in  this  matter.  Eield 
men  who  render  the  Division  no  service  in  this  matter  will  be  expected  to 
show  that  they- have  had  no    opportunity  to  do  so.    Failure  to  read  the  liter- 
ature or  to  understand  what  it  means  will  be  considered  a  flagrant  item  of 
inefficiency,  well-calculated  to  result  in  retarding  promotion.     If  you  do 
not  understand  the  instructions  received  or  the  items  published  concerning 
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this  activity,  write  us  promptly  and  fully,   explaining  your  difficulty  or 
uncertainty.    Such  letters  nay  help  us  in  framing  questions  to  "be  submitted 

to  the  Solicitor.  .  .:  :  •     s'j.  . 

Solicitor1 s  Opinions 
A  digest  of  all  the  opinions  of  the  Solicitor  rendered  to  date  in 
connection  with  this  Act  is  being  made  for  the  information  and  guidance  of 
the  entire  force  and  "to  enable  the  field  men  connected  with  other  projects 
to  discuss  the  P.A.C.  Act  more  intelligently.    We  have  moved  slowly  in  at- 
tempting to  explain  to  the  field  force  all  that  has  been  going  on  in  connec- 
tion with  P.A.C.  work,  partly  because  there  was  so  little  of  positive  d&» 
cision  or  conclusion  to  be  stated.    But  it  is  our  purpose  'to  give  you,  from 
this  time  forward,  all  of  the  inf o mat ion  that  is  practicable,  usually 
through  D.L.  items  and  perhaps  occasionally  in  separate  mimeographed  form. 

Transfers  of  Personnal 
'  The  needs  of  the  P.A.C.  work  may  require  the  permanent  or  temporary 
transfer  of  either  market-news  men  or  inspectors,  on  short  notice.  These 
changes  will  sometimes  carry  with  them  opportunities  for  promotion.  If, 
when  considering  a  man  in  this  connection,  we  find  that  he  knows  far  less 
about  the  P.A.C.  Act  and  its  administration  that? he  might  have  known,  had 
he  studied  carefully  the  material  which  we  have  issued  through  the  D.L.  and 
otherwise,  we  shall  be  inclined  to  drop  him  from  further  consideration  be- 
cause of  his  lack  of  enterprise  and  appreciation  of  the  value  of  new  know- 
ledge","   Please  note  that  I  have  used  the  word  "studied"  and  net  merely 
"read."    When  we  begin  to  publish  copies  of  the  Secretary's  findings  and 
orders  under  this  Act,  you  are  likely  to  be  met  with  a  renewed  volley  of 
questions  from  the  trade.     If  you  know  all  that  has  gone  before,  the  Secre- 
tary's findings'" "will  mean  more  to  you,  and  you  can  explain  them  more 'help- 
fully to  others. 

WELLS  A.  SHERMAN 


2a.     B.A.E.  GOBS  OVER  THE  TOP  I  IT  RELIEF-COIITRIBUTIOITS 

As  noted  in  "The  B.A.E.  News"  this  week,  our  Bureau  gave  or  pledged 
$6,082  in  the  recent  Red  Cross-C0omunity  Chest  drive,  thereby  exceeding  Its 
quota  by  $1,573.50.    The  B.A.E.  contribution  exceeded  that  of  any  other 
bureau  or  branch  of  the  Dept.  of  Agriculture  in  Washington.     The  Department 
exceeded  its  quota  by  more  than  $10,000. 

Oar  own  Pru.it  and  Vegetable  Division  gave  practically  $76^,  the 
largest  mount  contributed  by  any  Division  of  the  Bureau,  although  Crop  rnd 
Livestock  Estimates  ran  us  a  close  second. 

5a.     CHICAGO.  ST AFP  RESPONDS  TO  APPEAL  POR  DROUGHT-RELIEF 

"In  connection  with  the  recent  memorandum  from  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  regarding  the  drought  situation  in  the  Southwest,  the  Chicago 
members  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division,   including  the  Market  News  and 
Inspection  Services,  held  a  meeting  to  discuss  drought  relief  donations,  and 
as  a  result  appointed  Miss  Frances  Myers  to  handle  all  funds  collected. 
The  members  nade  donations  totaling  $U9,  which  were  turned  over  to  the  Chi- 
cago Red  Cross  Drought  Relief  Committee;  and,  in  addition,  certain  amounts 
were  pledged  for  the  sar.ie  purpose  next  month."-  (by  E.  E.  Conklin,  2/7/3-0 
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lb .    LOU  PRICES  FOR.  BULK  POTATOES  - 117  SOUTHER!!  IDAHO 

L.  C.  Tate  wrote  as  follows  from  Idaho  Falls  in  a  letter  of 
February  5t- 

"Potato  values  at  Idaho  shipping  points  have  advanced  a  sha.de  today, 
due  largely  to  the  inability  of  warehousemen  to  trade  with  farmers  at  prices 
comparative  to  recent  carlot  quotations.    An  acute  depression  in  the  demand 
for  Russets,   together  with  lower  prices  at  Chicago  and  Los  Angeles,  tended 
to  force  many  local  traders  out  of  the  market.    For  several  days  early  this 
week,  many  loaders  refuged  to  put  a  price  on  bulk  stocks,  letting  the  far- 
mers store  their  potatoes  in  the  warehouses  on  agreement  that  a  price  would 
be  set,  upon  sale  of  the  loaded  merchandise. 

"Bulk  prices  sagged  to  5^^-60^  on  Ho .  lls  early  this  week,  and  only 
scattering  farmers  who  needed  ready  money  were  in  the  market.  Warehouse- 
holdings  became  very  limited  and  shipments  dropped  to  100  or  125  cars  daily, 
which  is  a  rather  light  movement  this  season.    Most  of  the  farmers  around 
Idaho  Falls  demand  something  like  75^  bulk  for  their  Russets,  but  others, 
who  live  at  outside  points  where  there  is  less  competition  and  no  demand 
for  stocks  to  go  Into  small  bags,  appear  to  haul  heavily  at  G 0 ^—6 5 ^  bulk. 
ITo.  2  prices  paid  to  farmers  this  week  have  held  generally  around  20^,  with 
a  few  lots  lower.    At  these  figures,  many  of  the  dealers  Induced  the  farmers 
to  do  their  own  sorting,  allowing  them  within  12^-15^  of  the  loaded-car  mar- 
ket for  such  stocks.    Sales  of  small  bags  have  been  light  this  week. 

"The  weather  has  been  mild  during  the  last  10  days,   so  that  there 
has  been  no  interference  with  hauling,  except  from  the  price-angle.  Carlot 
loadings  in  the  lower  valley  have  been  restricted  to  a.  considerable  extent 
by  the  low  prices." 

2b.  wiscoi-sht  potato  prices  reach  lowest  poiiit  of  season 

C.  D.  Schoolcraft  furnished  the  following  report  from  Wa.upa.ca,  Wis., 
on  February  6 

"Potato  prices  for  this  section  reached  a  new  seasonal  low  yesterday, 
when  sales  were  reported  at  "jSl.Og'per  cwt.     The  majority  of  sales  of  U.  S. 
ITo.  1  stock  pre  being  ma.de  around  $1.10,  with  a  slight  premium  on  good- 
quality  cars.    Movement  of  table  stock  has  been  slow.     Growers'  prices  have 
shown  a.  general  range  of  75^~*SO{£  per  cwt.  in  the  central  section,  with  a 
few  points  where  quality  is  better  than  average  paying  as  high  a.s  9^^*  Ha.ulr- 
ings  ha.ve  generally  been  light. 

"During  the  past  week  or  10  days,  the  demand  for  seed  stock  has  picked 
up  and  the  market  has  strengthened  appreciably.    A  few  weeks  a.go,  demand  for 
seed  was  almost  lacking  and  some  of  the  shippers  feared  they  would  either 
have  to  make  dra.stic  price-concessions  or  have  a.  surplus  of  seed  which  would 
have  to  be  disposed  of-a.s  table  stock,  but  it  is  now  apparent  that  all  avail- 
able seed  Triumphs  will  clean-up  at  fair  prices.    Prices  have  shown  a  rather 
wide  range,  with  certified  Triumphs  bringing  $1»55-$1»2>0  per  cwt.  and  common 
seed  ol.35~$l*55"    At  present,   the  bulk  of  the  certified  stock  is  bringing 
?1 .65— -i>l .75 •     Most  of  this  stock  is  going  to  Mississippi,  Louisiana  and 
Arkansas . " 


102 


Division  Letter,  Pebrurry  15,  1S51 


3d-     FICKIEA  C'lT.RY  I  IT  71?.:'.  POSITION 

Writing  fron  Sanford  or.  February  h,  J.  3.  Owens  sent  the  following 
important  information  on  Florida . celery :~ 

" Shipments  of  celery  fron  the  Sr ,nf ord-Oviedo  section  of  Florida  con- 
tiime  rr.ther  light,  with  little  possibility  that  there  will  "be '  any  sharp 
increase  in  the  near  future.    The  no v anient  fron  this  section  to  date  is  5S8 
cars,   compared  with  S2^  for  the  sane  period  last  year.    The  weather  con- 
tinues a  little  too  cool  for  the  celery  to  "bleach  properly  and  most  of  the 
present  shipments  are  of  only  fair  quality.    Approximately  25^  of  the  celery 
is  now  going  out  under  the  various  firpt— grade  labels,  with  the  remainder 
in  plain  crates  or  under  second-grade  labels. 

"So  far  this  season  it  has  "been  impossible  to  establish  a  definite 
differential  "between  the  rough,  the  crate-washed  and  the  individually-washed 
stock.     This  is  caused  more 'or  less  by  the  wide  range  in  quality  and  the 
various  policies  of  the  shippers.    Perhaps,  when  the  quality  improves  so 
that  there  will  be  a  predominance  of  first— grade  stock,  the  shippers  will 
establish  a  standard  differential  "between  the  various  classes. 

"The  f  .0.0.  market  lias  been  firm  during  the  past  week,  with  very 
little  change  in  prices.    The  slight  advance  in  prices  on  certain  days  was 
due  to  the  improved  quality  in  a  few  cars,  rather  than  to  a  general  advance 
in  the  market.    The  demand  has  "been  very  active,  with  many  of  the  shippers 
having  sold-out  or  having  more  orders  than  they  could  fill.    The  prevailing 
attitude  is  not  to  try  to  boost  the  market  any  higher,  due  to"  the  poor  quails 
ty  of  the  stock  and  the  expected  daily  increase  in  shipments.    They  believe 
that  they  can  hold  the  present  level  longer  than  they  could  if  they  attempted 
to  advance  prices  at  this  tune.    The  demand  for  10  dozenfe    has  not  been 
nearly  so  good  as  the  demand  for  other  stock,  a  discount  of  as  much  as  75^ 
being  made  on  this  size.     It  is  a  practice  here  to  designate. anything  packed 
10  dozen  and  smaller  as  10  dozen's.     They  do  not  mark  the  crate  as  10*  s,  but 
put  a  single  (x)  or  double  (xx)  on  the  package.    These  packages  oftsn  con- 
tain as  high  as  16  dozen  stalks,  and  terminal-market  reporters  should  watch 
out  for  these,  as  they  are  discounted  as  much  as  25^  to  ^0<p  below  the  regu- 
lar 10  dozen's. 

"As  a  suggestion,   I  wish  to  mention  that  there  is  no  precooled  celery 
going  out  of  this  district  at  present;  that  is,  according  to  the  agreed 
definition  of  precooled  celery,  wnich  I  believe'  requires  the  removal  of  the 
vegetable-heat  "before  loading.    The'  customary  practices  of  dipping  the  celery 
in  cold  water  are  still  in  vogue,  but  none  of  them  reduces  the  temperature 
as  low  as  35°  to  U0°.    Practically  all  washed  celery  is  labelled  as  precooled 
but  most  of  the  shippers  admit  that  this  is  not  precooled  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  word,  and  they  do  not  attempt  to  get  a  premium  in  price  for  this  fea- 
ture.    Instead,   this  cold- water-bath  is  a  more  or  less  established  feature 
that  goes  with  washed  celery.    There  is  one  plant  which  actually  precools 
the  celery,  but  it  is  not  in  operation  yet  and,  when  in  operation,  will 
possibly  handle  not  more  than  10^  of  the  tonnage. 

Another  letter,  dated  February  9  at  Sanford,  gave  the  following  addi- 
tional report  regarding  Stanford  celery:- 

"Shipments  of  celery  were  still  light  during  the  past  week,  and  there 
is  little  possibility  for  a  decided  increase  during  this  week,  the  estimated 
shipments  being  around  300  cars.     The  cool  nights  continue  to  make  the 
bleaching-process  very  slow,  and  much  of  the   stock  is  going  out  with  only  an 
ordinary  bleach,  after  having  been  papered  for  over    .10  days. 
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"The  general  quality  of  the  stock  nor:  "being .  shipped  is  only  fair, 
the  chief  defects  "being  pithiness  in  the  outer  stems,  poor  "bleach,  and  short 
stalks.    A  rough  estimate  would  put  possibly  20$  of  the  recent  shipments 
as  gracing  U.  S.  Ho.  1  quality. 

"The  market  conditions  are  practically  the  same  as  last  week,  with 
shippers  continuing  to  take  orders  in  advance  of  shipments  and  generally 
reporting  a  clem  slate  at  the  end  of  the  day.     Some  of  the  smaller  ship- 
pers have  "been  agitating  an  advance  in  price,  but  the  larger  ones  are  cling- 
ing to  their  policy  of  last  week,  with  a  view  to  maintaining  a  continuously 
firm  market  rather  than  advance  prices  for  a  few  days  and  slow  up  consump- 
tion in  the  face  of  increased  shipments. 

"There  has  been  considerable  cash-buying  during  the  week  just  passed, 
with  but  very  little  discount  being  made  for  cash  purchases.    About  the  only 
advantage  being  gained  in  cash-buying  is  the  opportunity  to  select  the  choice 
cars  of  the  day's  shipments.    The  f.o.b.  price  on  rough  stock  has  been  steady 
at  1;3.25  per  crate  of  three  to  six  dozen's,  $2  on  eight  dozen's,  and  the 
10-dozen's  selling  rather  slowly  at  $1.50." 

Ub.    BULK  GPAP^FHUIT  SOLD  Ii:  CAE3AG5  CBATSS  II?  KAHSAS  CITY 

R.  1.  C orb in,  of  the  Kansas  City  office,   submitted  the  following 
report  on  February  U:- 

n During  the  last  two  weeks,  we  have  been  having  a  run  of  bulk  grape- 
fruit from  Florida  on  the  Kansas  City  market.    The  firm  which  pioneered 
this  grapefrw.it  movement  has  averaged  about  a  car  a  day  of  unloads,  since 
it  began  receiving  these  shipments.     It  is  remarkable  how  quickly  the  trade 
as  a  v.hole  took  to  the  bulk  fruit.    The  stock  hps  been  of  good  quality  and 
has  moved  at  prices  ranging  $2. 50-^3* 5^  per  hundred  fruits, 

""".ken  the  cars  come  in,  a  crew  of  men  is  set  to  work  counting  the 
fruits  which  are  packed  in  cabbage  crates,  from  200  to  225  to  the  crate, 
depending  on  the  size  of  the  fruits.     The  stock  up  to  the  present  has  been 
of  the  Duncan  variety.     This  bulk-grapefruit  venture  has  been  especially 
interesting  because  of  the  fact  that  Florida  .jfruit  has  been  steadily  losing 
ground  in  favor  of  Texas  grapefruit  on  the  Kansas  City  market." 

5b.    A  LOITGwDISTAlTCS  HAUL  TO  HET7  OgLlAJg  MAkKST 

J .  !7.  Coleman  sent  the  following    information  in  a  letter  of  January 
29  from  the  Hew  Orleans  office :- 

"Most  of  the  track  receipts  for  ITew  Orleans  come  from  within  a  70- 
mile  radius.    Last  week  M.  l.ianade  of  Somerset,  Texas,  broke  all  previous 
records  for  long-distance  trucking  to  this  market •    He  brought  a  load  of 
cauliflower  to  Hew  Orleans  in  2^4-  hours'  driving-time.     *he  load  totaled 
300  dozen  heads,  rnd  the  distance  covered  was  66 S  miles.     Mr.  Manade  ex- 
pects to  do  a  regular  business  of  trucking  produce  from  Texas  to  Her;  Orleans. 
On  the  return-trip  this  week,  he  expects  to  take  back  a  load  of  tangerines. 
He  claims  he  can  haul  produce  from  Texas  to  Hew  Orleans  'for  less  than  the 
cost  of  shipping  by  express." 

QUI  OH  HOLDIITG-S  in  the  17  late  States  on  January  1  were  6,076,000 
bushels,   compared  with  5>3,L|-1>000  a  year  ago,  an  increase  of  nearly  iM-fo, 
About  two-thirds  were  still  in  the  hands  of  growers.    Possibly  10,000  cars 
will  move  after  the  first  of  January  until  the  close  of  the  season. 
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6b.     COLORADO  CROP  CONDITIONS  REPORTED  3Y  DENVER  OFFICE 

On  February  7,  Bryce  Morris,  of  the  Denver  office,   sent  the  follow- 
ing report  of  local  crop  conditions :- 

"Very  mild  weather  has  continued  throughout  Colorado . shipping  sec- 
tions the  past  week,  with  the  exception,  cf  light  snow  and  rain  in  the  -Grand 
Junction-.  Montrose  area  on  Thursday  and  Friday.  .  The  Denver  Weather  Bureau 
reports  a  cumulative  total  of  ^4S°  above  normal  since  January  1  and  71°  since 
February  1,    Ho  moisture^has  fallen  on  the  Eastern  Slope  for  over  a  month. 

"Potato  shipments  f  rom  tthe  San  Luis  Valley  have  been  only  moderate 
recently.    Estimates  on  the  remaining  potatoes  in  the  Valley  vary  consider- 
ably, ranging  from  1,600  to  2,500  cays.     It  is  quite,  probable  that  .3,000 
to  2,200  cars  remain  tn  be  shipped,  however,  and  it  is  possible  that  an  even 
.greater  quantity  may  be  moved..    Prices  have  weakened  slightly.    Late  this 
week  there  was  a  slightly  stronger  undertone  to  the  market  but  little  change 
in  prices.    The  demand  for  Red  McClures  has~been  particularly  slow,  while 
the  demand  for  Brown  Beautys  has  been  quiet. 

"Northern  Colorado  potato  shipments  have  continued  at  a  fairly  liber- 
al rate.    Reports  have  been  received  that  farmers  are  feeding  considerable 
quantities  of  pota.toes  in  the  Greeley  section  at  present,  which  may  reduce 
somewhat  the  potential  number  of  cars  remaining  to  be  shipped.  Estimates 
vary  from  2,500  to  approximately  3> 500  cars  remaining  in  this  district. 
The  low  prices  probably  will  reduce  the  movement  considerably  under  that 
estimated  early  last  fall. 

"On  the  Western  Slope,   the  Carbondale  movement  has  been  very  light. 
With  Colorado  shipments  now  at  approximately  12,500  cars,  dealers'  generally 
estimate  about  7)000  cars  remaining  to  be  shipped  from  the  State. 

"Onion  shipments  have  been  moderate  from  the  Arkansas  Valley.  De~ 
mand  has  been  very  slow,  in  line  with  the  onion  markets  generally  through- 
out the  United  States,  and  the  market  has  been  generally  dull  but  steady. 
Practically  all  large  Valencias  moving  in  sacks  are  in  the  50-pound  spen- 
mesh  containers,  while  a.  portion  of  them  are  moving  in  the  Spanish-style 
crates.    On  account  of  the  keen  competition  of  the  small  Valencias,  measur- 
ing two  inches  and  up,  with  other  yellow  onions  in  the  Middle  West,  sales  on 
this  size  stock  have  been  very  slow.    Prices  to  growers  have  remained  prac- 
tically stationary  at  35^-1+0^  on  two-inch  minimum  stock,  U5^-50^  on  field- 
run,  and  90sM>l  per  cwt.  on  three- inch  minimum  No.  1  stock. 

"In  the  Montrose  area,  onion  shipments  have  continued  light,  with 
the  present  movement  considerably  under  one-half  the  I93O  shipments _ at  this 
time.    The  Montrose-Olathe  district  shipped  approximately  25 0  cars  after 
this  time  last  season,  which  would  indicate  that  under  similar  conditions 
the  1S30  crop  movement  will  range  between  700  and  S00  cars.    Growers  are 
receiving  20^-25^  per  cwt.  of  bulk  No.  1  Yellow  Danvers. 

~  "Light  receipts  of  Mexican  peas  sold  on  the  Denver  market  this  week 
at  $7«75  Per  ^-0-pound  crate." 

6-|b .     JANUARY  HOLDINGS  0E  CABBAGE 

Stocks  of  ca.bba.ge  on  hand  January  1  in  seven  late-shipping  States 
were  estimated  at  62, 24H  tons,   or  12$  more  than  holdings  of  a  year  ago,  but 
Gfo  less  than  stocks  on  January  1,  1925-    About  two-thirds  were  still  in  the 
hands  cf  growers,    foldings  were  equivalent  to  U , 980  cars,  mostly  in  New 
York  and  Wisconsin.     Total  shipments  from  January  1  until  the  end  cf  the 
season  are  likely  to  be  aroiind  3,7°0  cars,    3f  which  some  2,100  cars  moved 
during  the  month  ->f  January. 
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?b.    MICHIGAN  F.O.B.  SALES  OF  ONI  PITS  AT  ONE-HALF  CSMT  PER  POUND 

The  following  report  was  sent  by  R.  j.  Keller  from  Grand  Rapids 
on  February.  7:- 

"Michigan  onion  forwardings  for  the  past  week  averaged  approximately 
25  cars  daily.     These  shipments  seem  fairly  heavy  "but  are  necessary  if  Michi- 
gan is  to  move  most  of  her  crop.     Shipments  are  measuring  up  the  huge  crop- 
estimate,  as  total  forwardings  to  date  are  approximately  S00  cars  above  those 
in  any  previous  season.     Shipments  to  date  total  3,791  cars,  as  against 
2,132  cars  moved  at  the  same  time  last  year.     The  onion  market  is  very  weak. 
Prices  have  declined  to  a  point  where'stock  is  bringing  very  little  more  than 
loading  and  selling  costs.     The  f .o.b.  price  for  the  past  week  on  U.S.  No.  1 
Yellows  in^ 100-pound  "sacks  ranged  between  50f  and  65^,  and  for  50-pound  Packs 
between  27"!^  and  35^. 

"The  potato  farmers  are  doggedly  holding  on  to  the  little  stock  they 
possess,  waiting  for  higher  prices.    The  f.o.b.  price  on  Michigan  potatoes 
has  not  declined  as  much  during  the  past  week  as  in  other  mid-western  sec- 
tions, principally  'because  very  little  stock  has  been  offered  on  the  declin- 
ing market . 11 

8b.    MORE-FAVORABLE  WEATHER  COHPITIONS  IN  SOUTHERN  FLORIEA 

V.  H.  Nicholson  wrote  as  follows  from  Miami  on  February  J 

"While  the  weather  has  not  been  quite  so  favorable  as  last  week,   it  ! 
has  been  much  better  than  during  the  first  three  v^eeks  of  January  and  the 
■quality  of  most  south  Florida,  vegetables  has  improved.     There  was  a  moderate 
rainfall  on  Tuesday,  followed  by  cooler  weather  Wednesday  and  Thursday.  At 
the  time  several  shippers  thought  the  rain  and  the  cool  weather  set  the  crop 
back  quite,  a  bit,  but  it  now  appears  that  there  was  no  need  for  their  appre- 
hensions. 

"While  the  quality  of  the  tomato  shipments  has  improved  quite  materi- 
ally, very  few  cars  of  really  good  tomatoes  have  been  moved  and  total  carlot 
shipments  have  been  lighter  than  expected  at  this  time  la.st  week.    A  few 
sales  of  Fancy—count  in  six-basket  carriers  have  been  made  at  prices  ranging 
$2~$2.75»  according  to  the  quality.     Shippers  state  that  it  is  not  a,  question 
of  demand  but  more  a.  question  of  having  good  stock  to  offer.     The  demand  has 
been  fairly  good  all  week,  and  there  a,re  indications  of  a.  fairly  a.ctive  mar- 
ket beginning  about  ""the  middle  of  next  week,  providing  favorable  weather 
conditions  continue. 

"Carlot  shipments  of  beans  have  increased  only  slightly.     The  high, 
prices  the  first  of  the "week  were  largely  speculative,  and  there  was  a  narked 
drop  in  prices  Thursday.     The  heavier  shipments  were  partially  the  cause  of 
this  drop,    Yesterday,  most  Bountifuls  were  bringing  $5~$5*5^  at  Pompa.no  and 
Black  Valentines  were  selling  $1  lower.     If  favorable  weather  prevails  during 
the  next  few  days,   shipments  should  increase  only  slightly  until  around 
February  20.     Movement  after  that  date  is  now  expected  to  be  considerably 
heavier. 

"With  the  advent  of  more- favorable  wea.ther,  growers  in  the  Lake  Okee- 
chobee section  have  started  planting  the  spring  bean  acreage.    While  there 
is  no  estimate  on  the  acreage  planted  or  intended  to  be  planted,   it  is  thought 
that  it  will  probably  equaJ  that  of  last  spring  and  possibly  exceed  that 
figure,     It  was  estimated  that  the  spring  crop  in  Florida  last  season  amount- 
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ed  to  a  little    over  20, 000  acres,  but  this  included  the  acreage  in  the. 
central  .and  northern  parts  of  the  State.  '  "-: 

"Shipments  of  peppers  have  f alien-off  considerably..    The  dull  market 
has  been  primarily  responsible  for  this  decrease,  "as  growers  -around  Ponpano 
,haye  been  ready  to  ship  if  they  could  find.. buyers.    While  the  market  was 
nominally  around  $1.75  °.h  Monday,   there  were  very  few  sales  at  that  price 
and  growers  stopped  picking  rather  than  sell  for  $1.50.    However,  the  market 
has  improved ^ slightly  during  the  last  few  days  and  most  Fancy  peppers  sold 
$1.75-^1.35  at  Ponpano  on  Thursday  and  Friday." 

•  9'°  *     ILT55SSTIITG-  Iv]ETyg  0IJ  pLOEILA  S TBATJuEPP. IES 

R.  M.  Peterson  wrote  as  follows  in  a  letter  of  February  10  from 
Plant  City,  Fla. :~ 

"The  strawberry  movement  in  Plant  City  area  increased  somewhat  last 
week,  with.  32  freight  and  jh  express  cars  and  the  equivalent  of  17  cars  of 
pony  refrigerators.    Yesterday's  movement  of  26  cars,   including  reefers, 
was  the  heaviest  this  season.    The  loadings  will  undoubtedly  be  lighter,  for 
a  few  days,  but  heavier  shipments  ore  expected  the  last  of  this  week  or  the 
first  of  next,  and  with  reasonably  warn  weather  the  movement  during  the  re- 
mainder of  this  month  should  he  heavier.    Peak  movement  is  expected  around 
March  1,  with  shipments  continuing  well  into  April  unless  the  Louisiana  com 
X^etition  becomes  too  heavy. 

"The  strawberry  acreage  in  central  Florida  is  considerably  heavier 
thru  that  of  last  season,  and  at  present  the  plants  are  showing  a  good  set 
of  berries.     Many  have  the  impression    that  the  total  production  will  be 
much  lighter  than  that  cf  last  season,  because  the  shipments  to  date  are  km 
lighter.     This  is  not  a  fair  comparison,  however,  as  the  movement  last  sea- 
son was  unusually  early.     This  season  is  more  comparable  with  that  of  1929, 
when  the  carlo t  shipments  did  not  start  until  the  first  of  January  but  be- 
come heavy  in  February  and  by  March  1  showed  a  total  movement  equal  to  that 
of  the  same  date  in  1930.  „  Although  the  yield  seems  to  be  somewhat  lighter 
than  that  of  lost  season,   increased  acreage  will  offset  this  and  the  total 
movement  is  expected  to  equal  that  of  last  year.     If  the  Louisiana  crop 
makes  it  unprofitable  to  ship  from  Florida  in  April,   the  picking  will  un- 
doubtedly continue,  as  there  ore  severo.l  companies  here  who  ore  now  buying 
culls  for  cold-po.cking  oud  who  expect  to  get  a  large  volume  of  berries 
toword  the  end  of  the  seo.son. 

"The:  quality  of  the  berries  has  shown  continued  improvement  and  was 
very  good  yesterdoy.     The  shipping-point  market  registered  some  decline 
during  the  middle  of  the  week,  but,  contrary  to  most  predictions,  recovered 
again  and  showed  an  overo,ge  of  lh  jfkfi  per  pint  for  the  week.    Mondoy  of 
the  present  y/eek  continued  firm,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  haulings  increo.sed 
and  that  the  northern  markets  showed  0.  generally  easier  tone.    Lower  prices 
are  predicted  for  this  week,  but  the  "local  competition  is  good  and  most 
price— predictions  have  failed  so  for. 

"Celery  movement  from  the  Manatee— Sarasota  section  was  somewhat 
lighter  last  week  and  will  probably  continue  light  for  some  time.  The 
quality  is  showing  some  improvement,  with  less  pithiness  and  better  length 
stalks.    The  demand  has  been  good  and  the  f.o.b.  market  generally  firn, 
with  practically  no  change  in  price  from  that  of  the  week  previous." 
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10b.    HEAVY  SNOWFALL  AND  BELOW-ZERO  WEATHER  IN  WESTERN  NEW  YORK 

1.  L.  Sutton  reported  as  follows  in  a  letter  of  February  10  from 
the  Rochester  office:-       ,  .  .. 

"Heavy  snowfall  and  the  season' s  lowest  temperature  have  featured 
the  seven-day  period  since  our  last  report.    At  some  points,   50  to  75 
miles  south  of  Rochester,   temperatures  as  low  as  150  below  zero  were  re- 
ported. 

"The  market  situation  for  Danish  cabbage  has  held  unsatisfactory. 
Condition  of  the  stock' remaining  in  storage  is  quite  variable,     Some  loaders 
report  a  heavy  shrinkage  and,  due  to  a  combination  of  factors,  ^smaller  sizes 
are  becoming  more  prevalent..   The  market '  is  .  dull .     The  volume  o^  shipments 
is  lighter.    Dealers  have  been  buying  from  the  growers  at  $7~$8  bulk  per 
ton,  delivered  at  the  car.    Due  to  the  heavy  shrinkage,   there,  is  consider- 
able speculation  at  this  time  as  to  the  quantity  left  in  storage.     The  ship- 
ments since  January  1  have  not  yet  reached  the  2,000  mark,  and  it  is  gener- 
ally thought  now  that  the  movement  will. not  reach ' expectations.    There  are 
probably  less  than  1,000  cars  yet  to  roll. 

"No  material  changes  have  developed  in  the  apple  market.    The  ship- 
ments for  export  are  still  holding  a  dominant  place,  but  the  outlet  for 
domestic  purposes  is  restricted  mostly  to  the  cheaper  classes  of  fruit. 
The  'late-keepers'  are  ntt  holding-up  very  well  in  storage.    Dealers  are 
reporting  some  waste  in  Baldwins.    The  Greenings  usually  by  this  time  are 
showing  deterioration,  and  this  season  is  by  no  means  an  exception;  in  fact, 
the  variation  in  condition  is  more  pronounced  than  normally. 

"The  trading  in  potatoes  has  been  characterized  by  slowness,  with 
the  market  mostly  dull.    Wire-inquiry  was  light  a.nd  dealers  were  reporting 
difficulty  in  completing  sales.  The  growers 'are  receiving  65^-70^  bulk  per 
bushel  for  their  tubers,   the  former  price  predominating  yesterday.  There 
appears  to  be  no  quick  recovery  in  sight  for  the  potato  market . 

11  Onions  continue  to  occupy  a  weak  position.     Sales  of  desirable 
stock  averaging  JOfo-f^fo  two-inches  and  larger  have  gone  as  low  as  o0^  for 
100-pound  sacks,  and  the  top  price  is  generally  70^»     It  is  quite  certain 
that  the  onions  are  here  in  'large  enough  quantities  to  considerably  exceed 
last  season's  movement.    However,  it  is  problematical  as  to  the  quantity  of 
stock  that  may  never  be  shipped. 

"Carrots  are  showing  no  improvement  at  shipping-point.  Yesterday, 
an  order  was  confirmed  for  a  block  of  cars  in  bulk  at  $7  Per  ton,  and  in 
addition  the  shipper  was  to  sack  these  carrots  in  bags  furnished  by  the 
buyer.  This  figures  35^  Per  cwt.,  not  allowing  for  the  extra  expense  in- 
volved in  sacking.  A  few  sales  in  100-pound  sacks  have  been  reported  re- 
cently at  55^s  &nd  bushel  baskets  of  washed  carrots  have  gone  at  the  same 
figure." 

lib.    CODE  CHANGE  ON  "F"  PAGE    -     (Effective  February  18) 

On  the  "F"  page  of  the  code,  change  "FAJ"  to  read  "Potomac  Yard 

passings  during  2N-  hrs.  ending  g  a.m.  today:"    Also  "FAK"  to  read  "Potomac 

Yard  passings  during  2^  hrs.  ending  8  a.m.  Sunday:11 

The  change  in  time  from  9  a.m.  to    8  a.m.  was  ma.de  by  'telegraphic 

instructions  during  the"  season  of  1329,  bi.it  has  been  overlooked  in  issuing 

new  copies  of  the  code. 


] Qis   ,- L'iyision  lo-tor,  February,  13,  19^1  J 

12b.    ACTIVE  DJMAITD -FOR..  SS5D  POTATOES  IjhMAIIlF  .  . 

On  February  9,  T7»  "P. /Eu.ll  wrote  as  follows  from  Presque  Isle, 
Maine  ;  •''  ■'" 1  .- '  •-'  '•'        •  • 

"Cold  Sxeather  during  the  early  part  of  last' week  again  steadied  the 
Maine  potato  situation.    Heavy  shipments  late  the  preceding  week  and  con- 
tinued light  demand,  put  both  the  city  dealers  and  local  dealers  in  a  pessi- 
mistic frame  of  mind;  but  light  haulings  by  the  gro-jers  on  account  of  the 
extreme  temperatures,  accompanied  by  lighter  shipments,  helped  to  avert  a 
further  weakening,  of  the  .market,  on  table  stock. 

"The  street  price  was  generally  $1.75— $i«S0  per  barrel,  with  an  oc- 
casional load  selling  for  •?!  .S5«    Pne  concern  that  is  marketing  some  pota- 
toes in  15-pound  sacks  paid  $1.S5  'in  Caribou;   in  order  to  get  the  fine'st 
stock.     On  Wednesday,   the  weather  "being  warmer,  the  quantity  of  stock 
hauled  by  the  growers  increased  and  dealers, 'with  warehouses  at  country- 
sidings  were  .there  were  no  other  buyers,  reported  fairly  liberal  receipts 
at  $1.75  Per  barrel.    Thursday  being  much  colder,  there  were  very  few  haul- 
ings until  late  afternoon,  which  helped  create  a  better  feeling  to  the 
local  market. ,  Offerings  by  the  growers  were  light  the  balance  of  the  week, 
and  this  helped  keep,  the  price  from  going  ''any  lower.     Shipments  last  week 
were  well  over  1,500  cars,  but  not  quite  so  heavy  as  during'  the  last  two 
weeks  in  January. 

"Demand  for  seed  potatoes  showed  a  very  decided  upturn  last  week. 
While  there  was  no  material  increase  in  prices,  -wire— inquiry  was  brisk  and 
all  dealers  reported  a  good  demand  for  certified  and  selected  Cobblers. 
It  could  easily  be  said  that  the  demand  for  seed  the  past  week  helped 
bolster  the  table  stock. market,  for  many  dealers  confined  their  operations 
to  loading  and  shipping  seed  mad  reduced  the  competition  among  the  table- 
stock  operators,    llorth  .  Carolina,  South'  .Carolina  and  "Virginia  were  the 
heaviest  receivers  of  seed.    Much  of  the  certified  seed  is  being  shipped 
on  sales-contracts  made  last  fall,  but  srles  of  selected  Cobblers  are  being 
confirmed  for  prompt  shipment.    At  the  present  time,  Cobblers  occupy  the 
center  of  the  stage;  however,  a  few  sales  of  certified  Green 'Mountains  were 
made  the  past  week  for  March  delivery.    P.o.b.  prices  on  selected  Cobblers 
in  10-peck  bags  are  $1.70-4"!. SO,  with  11-pecks  bringing  $1.90~$2.  Certi- 
fied Cobblers  are  $2.50~$2.60  and  $2.75~$2.85  respectively  for  10  and  11- 
peck  sacks.    A  few-  sales  of  Green  Mountains  for  March  delivery  brought 
$2.6042.65  for  11-peck  sacks.''' 

13b.    ADVERT  IS  DIG  CAIIF05ITIA  CITRUS  FRUITS 

"Unlike  some  of  those  engaged  in  other  farming  activities-,-''  who  seen 
to  be  under  the  impression  that  all  they  cm  do  is  to  throw  up  their  hands 
and  call  for  help,  the  citrus  growers  of  this  State,  at  least  that  77$  be- 
longing to  the  California  Pruit  Growers  Fxchange,  have  taken  time  by  the 
forelock,   so  to  speak,  and  have  appropriated  an  additional  half-million 
dollars  to  be  used  in  advertising  the  quantity,  ..quality  and  cheapness  of 
California  oranges  among  the  consuming  trade".    With  the  largest  orange  crop 
ever  -produced  in  this  State  .and  a  correspondingly  large  crop  in  Florida, 
the  citrus  industry .faces "an  overproduction  problem.    But,  being  organized 
as  . it  . is,   it  is  able  to _ do  those  things  that  will  bring  about  the  widest  • 
possible  distribution  of  its  product,  .putting'  oranges  in  the  hands  of  every 
potential  consumer  of  that  fruit  and  thus,   it  is  hoped,  prevent  the  disas- 
trously low  prices  that  usually  prevail  in  seasons  of  overproduction." 
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hUb .    ARRANGE  IviSNT  OF  SHIPMENT  FIGURES 

Several  of  the  market  stations- -are  arranging  the  carlot  shipment 
figures  on  the  daily  report's  so  as  to'.'shbw  totals  first  for  each  commodity, 
followed  "by  the  detailed  State  figures.  .  This  seems  to  be  an  improvement, 
which  may  well  be  adopted- by  other-  offices.     The  total  is  usually  of  most 
importance  and  greatest  interest,  hut,  when  printed  at  the  end  of  the  list 
of  States,   it  often  can  not  be  readily  located  "because  of  additional  figures 
of  totals  to  date,  imports,  and  unreported  shipments.    Following  is  an  il- 
lustration of  a  more  desirable  arrangement :- 

ONIONS:  Total  -115 

Ariz.  1,  C.  "Calif .  7,  Colo,  ill-,   Ida.  3, 

111.  2,  Ind.  32,   la.  1,  Midi.  21,  H.I.  S, 

Ohio  30,  Ore.  3>  Wash.  3*  Imported: 

Sprin  10.    Unreported  Jan.  2S;  Ind.  1, 

Minn.  5» 
POTATOES;  Total  -  789 

1\F.  Calif.  12,   Colo.  S6,  etc. 

15b.     CLEVELAND  MARKET  REPORTS  AND  INSPECTION  SERVICE  PROVING-  OP  VALUE 

A.  B.  Parlinger,  of  the  Cleveland  office,   sent  the  following  report 
in  a  letter  of  February  6 

"It  may  "be  of  interest  to  learn  about  the  importance  of  the  work 
that  the  local  office  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  is  doing,  as 
recognized  by  members  of  the  local  trade,  railroads  and  shippers:    The  Claim 
Departments  of  all  the  railroads  entering  Cleveland  are  settling  all  their 
local  claims  on  fruits  and  vegetables  on  the  basis  of  the  market  quotations, 
as  shown  by  our  daily  reports.    This  procedure  is  meeting  with  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  local  trade.    According  to  several  of  the  railroad  claim 
representatives,   since  they  have  commenced  settling  their  claims  on  the  basis 
of  quotations  as  shown  by  our  reports,   the  usua.1  discussions,  contr&versies 
and  dissatisfaction  have  been  reduced  to  a  minimum.     Those  railroads, having 
all  cars  Government— inspected  upon  arrival  in  Cleveland,  accept  and  settle 
claims  on  the  basis  of  damage  to  the  shipment  as  shown  by  the  Government 
certificate,  and  settle  for  this  damage  according  to  the  market  quotations 
carried  in  our  daily  report  for  the  corresponding  date.    Requests  for  the 
market  and  quotations  on  various  commodities  are  received  almost  daily  from 
other  railroads  outside  of  Cleveland.     Numerous  requests  are  received  from 
railroad  officials,   as  well  as  members  of  the  tra.de,   for  arrival  and  unload 
information,  especially  comparative  data  -for  corresponding  periods  of 'previous* 
yea„rs.     It  appears  as  if  our  work  and  efforts  a.re  being  recognized  more  and 
more  by  receivers,  carriers  and  shippers  as  of  vital  importance  to  the  fruit 
and  vegetable  Industry  and  a.  service  that  is  indispensable." 

B.  C.  BOREE, 
Specialist  in  Earkct  Hews. 
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INSPECTION'  SERVICE 


1  c .    MICHIGAN  01TI0IT  INSPECTIONS  BEING  EAKD&Bg  FROM 'HP  IAEA 

In  a  letter  of  February  J,  from  Indianapolis,  J.  I,  Dickerson ■  ad- 
vised that  a  licensed  inspector  lias  been  sent  to  Plainwell,  in  Allegan 
County,  Michigan,  to  inaugurate  the  shipping-point  inspection  of  onions  in 
that  district.    The  certificates,  however, .  will  -be.  typed  at  the  Warsaw, 
Indiana,   office  and  receiving-point  inspectors  should  wire  Warsaw    for  re- 
ports on  Michigan  inspections.     Indiana  car-cards  will  likely  be  used,  but 
they  will  be  chalked  with  a  Michigan  nark. 

2c.     REPORTS  ON  DISEASE  SPECIMENS  SENT  III  TO  PATHOLOGISTS 

Inspectors,  who  receive  reports  fron  pathologists  on  specinens  for- 
warded to  Washington  or  Chicago  for  examination,  are  sonetines  inclined  to 
complain  because  the  reports  which  they  receive  are  not  as  specific  as  they 
desire.     It  should  be  remembered, , in  this  connection,  that  the  identifica- 
tion of  a  disease  or  a  physiological  condition  is  not  easy  when-  only  three 
or  four  specinens  are  at  hand.    Frequently,  determining  factors  in  the  iden- 
tification of  such  troubles  are  location  in  the  lot,  relative  location  with 
respect  to  other  specimens,  temperature  and  moisture  conditions,  etc.  The 
pathologist  does  not  have  this  information  when  he  examines  only  three  or 
four  specimens  received  by  mail.    There  should  also  be  taken  into  consider- 
ation the  fact  that  the  inspector  sending  in  these  specimens  -does  not  him- 
self know  just  what  the  specimens  will  show  when  cut.    This  is  particularly 
true  in  the  case  of  freezing-injury.     The  fact  that  all  came  from  the  sane 
location  does  not  necessarily  nean  that  all  will  show  the  same  evidence  of 
injury.    When  our  specialists  send  back  a.  report  that  three  apples,  out  of 
five  submitted,   shoy/  evidences  of  free  zing- injury  but  the  other,  two  do  not, 
the  fact  that  all  came  from  the  same  location  is  no  proof  that  the  diagnosis 
was  Incorrect.    The  inspector  must  add  his-  own  observations  to  the  informa- 
tion received  on  any  set  of  specimens. 

Many  informat ion-cards  received  with  specimens  contain  practically 
no  inf ornation.     It  is  realized  that  the  inspector  frequently  knows  but 
little  of  the  history  of  the  lot  inquest ion,-  but  the  fact  that  some  who  send 
in  specimens  always  send  cards  well-f illed-out  with  useful  information  leads 
us  to  believe  that  there  can  be  improvement  in  this  connection  on  the  part 
of  many  inspectors.  ;.' 

3c.    ATTENTION  ALL  OFFICES- 

The  Federated  Fxu.it  and  Vegetable  Growers  is  indebted  to  the 
Inspection  Service  in  the'  amount  of  $30«9^  ^or  inspections  made  in  several 
different  markets  during  the  past  year.    Each  office  is  instructed  to  moke 
no  further  inspections  for  this  firm,   except  for  cash  in  advance,  until  this 
account  is  paid. 

MERCHANTABLE  POTATO  HOLDINGS  on  January  1  in  35  late  States  together 
were  SS,  55^-jOOO  bushels,  or  scarcely  ifo  less  thr  u  a  year  ago.    The  19  sur- 
plus States  which  make  most  of  the  shipments  had  gl,3709000  bushels,  or 
about  lf0  more  than  their'  holdings  of  last  season.    East  and  North  the  hold- 
ings are  lighter  than  a  year  ago,   but  an  excess  of  22>%  appears  in  the  West. 
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kc .    EBAVY  INSPECTIONS  AT'  Nfl+7  YORK  SHIPPING-POINTS' 

J •  A«  Marks  included  the  following  report  in  a  letter  fron  Rochester 
on  February  S>:~  ;;;  •  •  • 

"Up  to  February  1  we  had  inspected  6, kf'S  cars,  as  follows: 
apples  3,667;  grapes  '1,  300';'  potatoes  92H ;  pears  315V  tomatoes  111;  cabbage 
7!+;  nixed  fruit  1+7;  celery  2U;  onions  9;  peaches'  6;  cari-'crts  1.    work  still 
continues  rather  heavy,   though  considerably  lighter  than  it  was  in  November. 
Mondays,  Fridays  and  Saturdays  are  likely  to  be  big  days,  with  frequently 
a  slack  period  in  the  middle  of  the  week.    Quality  of  the  apples  is  not  near- 
ly so  good  as  it  was,  and  we  are  finding  considerable  scald  and  decay." 


5c •    REPORT  OF  U5ST  VIRGINIA  INSPECTIONS  THIS  SEASON  THROUG-H  JANUARY 

J .  J.  Gardner  submitted  the  following  interesting  report  of  Xlest 
Virginia  shipping-point  inspections  for  the  1930  season  through  January, 
1931 :«  i 


Barrel 

Basket 

Mixed 

Sacked 

apples 

apples 

apples 

peoples  Potatoes  Peaches 

Total 

U.S.  IJo .  1 :   

912 

2^7 

1. 

35 

17 

1212 

Hot  U.S.  No.  l:   

,  ,  .'92' 

23 

1 

.  .  r 

1 

US 

'   •  5S 

16 

1 

2** 

77 

Hot  U.S.  Utility 

13 

3 

16 

U.S.  Commercial: 

207 

50 

257 

Hot  U.S.  Commercial  :  • 

5+1+ 

59 

Part  in  and  part  out : 

1+0 

2S 

6S 

1+1+ 

10 

. Totals : 

11+10 

•  392- 

2 

1 

3s 

IS  . 

ISbl 

**  U.S.  No. 


2  potatoes 


Cars  in  grade  as  narked;..... 
Cars  out  of  grade  as  narked:.. 


Summary  for.  Appl  e  s :  - 


li+92 
191 


Unci 


in  and  part 

out :  

. .  6s 

. Total? 

IS05 

Summary  ' 

1930  Season 

Apples 

Pot- 

July 

.  33 

'  2 

August 

"'  15 

IS 

September 

•  2S9 

13 

October 

9S3 

3 

November 

350 

1 

December 

6S 

January 

67 

1 

Totals 

1,895 

3S 

Export  form  certificates: 
"  refused  a/c  arsenic: 
v        refused  a/c  worms:  . 


toes 


Perches 

■1.5 
3 


Total 

35 
l+S 

305 
9S6 

351 
6S 

 6S 

l,S6l 


1237 
336 
2 


be.    BANKRUPTCY  NOTICE 

J.  S.  Neill  Co.,   of  Rochester,  N.Y.,  has  been  declared  bankrupt. 
Unpaid  bills  against  this  firm  should  be  forwarded  to  Washington  for  collec- 
tion. 
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7c     DECEMBER  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS  III  WASHINGTON 

F.  E.  Bailey,  of  the  Yakima  office,  reported  3>873  insPections  at 
shipping  points  in  the  State  of  Washington,  as  follows: 


Dec enter  Inspections 


Apples   

Mixed  fruit  ..... 
Mixed  vegetables. 


3,307 

.  6 
l 


Total  inspections  fron  July  1, 
were  3U,053. 


Onions   

Pears  

Potatoes   

Total 
1930>  until  the  end 


11 

383 
366 


3,873 

of  December 


gc.    ACTIVE  INSPECTION  WORK  IN  CALIFORNIA 

California  "Inspectors1  Notes"  for  February  6  contained  the  following 
report  of  January  inspections  at  shipping  points  in  that  State: 


District 

El  Centro-Brawley  ..  3,733 

Los  Angeles    511* 

So c r ane nto    1 5 

San  Diego    330 

*  Including  3^  shipside  inspections. 


District 
San  Francisco  .......  351** 

San  Jose-Hayward  ....  335 

Santa  Maria   367 

Watsonville    53 

Total:  ^,^75 
**  Including  133  at  shipside 


In  commenting  on  this  volume  of  work,  W.  F.  Allewelt,   in  charge, 
published  the  following  statement: 

"Inspections  during  the  month  of  December  were  materially  in  excess 
of  those  for  the  sane  month  in  any  previous  year.    The  total  for  the  month 
of  January  is  U,319  cars,   (not  including  156  shipside  inspections),  which 
is  more  than  three  times  the  volume  handled  during  any  previous  January. 
Exclusive  of  the  great  increase  in  the  Imperial  Valley,  where  3,733  cars 
were  inspected  during  this  month,  the  volume  of  1,586  cars  for  the  rest  of 
the  State  is  greater  than  the  total  for  the  entire  State  during  January  of 
any  other  year,  and  practically  all  districts  have  shown  an  increase  over 
their  work  for  the  sane  period  last  season. 

"This  increased  use  of  the  Inspection  Service  has  been  due  in  large 
port  to  the  realization  of  the  growers  and  shippers  of  its  .value  in  their 
operations.     The  work  in  Imperial  Valley  this  winter  has  resulted  in  far 
more  attention  than  formerly  being  paid  to  the  operations  of  harvesting, 
trimming,   culling  and  packing.    Shippers  have  estimated  that  they  are  culling 
out  about  30$  to  35$  more  of  the  lettuce  being  brought  into  the  packing  houses 
in  field  crates  than  they  did  in  former  seasons.    Consequently,  a  very  narked 
inpr overrent  has  been  apparent  in  the  gro.de  and  pack. 

"While  this  has  not  insured  profitable  markets,  in  view  of  the  limited 
demand  and  low  prices  being  paid  for  lettuce,   in  coLr.10nj.7ith  other  commodi- 
ties, it  unquestionably  has  restricted  the  movement  of  poor  quality  and  packs 
and  has  definitely  United  the  total  volume  being  moved." 


ABOUT  8$  of  the  I93O  potato  crop  in  the  35  late  shipping  States  was 
reported  to  be  unfit  for  either  food  or  seed.    About  18$  was  saved  by  growers 
for  food  on  their  own  farms.    About  11$  was  held  for  local  seed-requirements. 
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iM3PicjrLMjs_joH_ tjdejtavy  aitd  mum  corps  during  January,  1951 


SYMBOLS 
IT  -  NAVY 
M  ~  MARINE 
CORPS 

Fruits  and 
vegetables 
PASSED 

Frv.it  s  a,nd 
vegetables 
REJECTED 

TOTAL 
QUANTITY 
INSPECTED 

"Cuts"  made 
to  comply 
with  speci- 
fications 

It  ems 
Billed 
Short— 
weight 

STATIONS 

il  Li 

N  M 

11  M 

11 

M 

H  M 

CHARLESTON 

168514 

23614 

19212S 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

GREAT  LAKES 

129S90 

0 

3o40 

0 

133530 

0 

25 

0 

0 

0 

NEW  YORK 

373646 

64052 

15531 

140 

3S9177 

64192 

0 

0 

0 

0 

NORFOLK 

751036 

0 

0 

0 

751096 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 

366255 

25794 

2805 

122 

369700 

25916 

255 

19 

n 

u 

0 

SAN  DIEGO 

S04270 

58082 

26446 

12  24 

830716 

59306 

7001 

93 

0 

0 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

712739 

50500 

36000 

0 

748739 

50500 

0 

0 

0 

0 

SAN  PEDRO 

£76662 

0 

26629 

0 

903231 

0 

690 

0 

0 

0 

VALLEJO 

167745 

12S93 

1116 

1S063S 

37064 

25 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

4351^57 

234376 

14755S 

2602 

4499015      •  1 
23697s  1 

7996 

112 

0 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR 

TEE  U. 

S.  SHIPPING  BOARD: 

new  YORK 

114  82 

0 

11482 

0 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  TEE  IT.  S.  VETERANS' 

HOSPITAL: 

CHICAGO 
MILWAUKEE 
HEW  YORK 
PHILADELPHIA 
ST.  LOUIS 

34.9II 
12305 
138140 

39719 
26029 

5245 
570 
1334 

11410 
310 

401^6 

12875 
I39474 
51129 

26339 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

TOTAL 

25H04 

1886  9 

269973 

0 

0 

The  New  York  office  also  inspected  the  following 

United  States  Lines   ,  

liunson  S.S.  Line   

Dollar  S.S.  Line   

American  France  Line   , 

American  Diamond  Line   . ,  

■%1erica.11  India  Line   

American  Brazil  Line  

Total   


Fruits    Vegetables  Rejections 


26299 

111262 

253 

10914 

70267 

1537 

S542 

23727 

1010 

3633 

16538 

i4o 

4894 

19603 

2S0 

4314 

16S63 

0 

S4l 

5316 

i4o 

55437 

263576 

3360 

The  San  Pedro  office  also  inspected  4,735  lbs.  bread,   13,310  lbs.  butter, 
3,325  lbs.  cheese;  the  Vallejo  office  also  inspected  31>256  lbs.  bread,  and  810 
lbs.  rolls  for  the  Navy. 


9c .    NOGALSg  INSPECT  I  PITS  SHOW  INCREASE-   

R.  H.  Bertelson  wrote  from  No gales,  under  date  of  February  1,  the 
'£  olio  wings 

"For  the  month  of  January  we  inspected  a  total  of  H05  cars,  compared 

with  295  a  year  ago  for  the  corresponding  month  The  inspections  consisted 

of  2U5  tomatoes,  108  peas,  27  "cell  peppers,  13  string  beans,  11. mixed,  and 
1  eggplant.    This  brings  the  total  inspections  made  here  this  season  to  626 
cars,  as  against  388  by  this  time  last  season. 

"Tomato  shipments  at  present  are  practically  at  a  standstill,  due  to 
the  fact  that  mother  heavy  rain  occurred  on  the  West  Coast  of  Mexico  abcut 
five  days  ago.    The  quality  arriving  of  late  has  shown  a  "great  deal  of  im- 
provement over  shipments  of  the  first  part  of  the  season.    C-ood  cars  at  pre- 
sent are  selling  as  high  as  $5  delivered;  however,  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  variation  in  the  quality  of  tomatoes  shipped  so  far  this  season. 

"I  believe,  on  account  of  the  recent  rain,  that  shipments  of  tomatoes 
for  the  next  week  or  10  days  will  be  very  light.    Today  58  cars  arrived,  of 
which  all  were  peas  with  an  exception  of  one  car.    The  pea  market  this  sea- 
son has  been  in  excellent  shape  and  a  great  deal  of  mc ney  has  been  made  by 
the  operators  here.    The  market  for  the  past  month  has  held  anywhere  from 
$7  to  $10  for  good-quality  peas,  delivered." 

10c.    A  VERY  IMPORTANT  CORRECTION  (change  figures  in  D.L.  for  Jan.  23) 

All  who  maintain  a  file  of "Division  Letters,   or  who  expect  to  make 
any  reference  to  Par.  W  in  the  D.L.  dated  January  23,  1931*  should  turn 
at  cnce  to  that  article  and  change  the  figure  relating  to  cannery-tomato 
inspections  in  Indiana  from  "seventeen  million  pounds"  to  read  "one  hundred 
and  seventy  million  pounds."    The  figure  in  parenthesis  should  also  be 
changed  from  (8,500  tons)  to  read  (85,000  tons).    Mr.  Dickerson  confesses 
to  an  error  in  arithmetic  in  his  original  article. 

R.  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 


REGULATORY  ACTIVITIES 


le.    AN0TK5R  SHIPPER  HELPED  BY  P.A.C.  ACT. 

The  following  letter  was  received  by  the  Regulato'ry  Branch  from  a 
shipper,  regarding  result  of  an  investigation  made  by  0.  N.  Harsha  and 
R.  H.  Shoemaker  of  a  complaint  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities 
Act.     This  complaint  was  first  filed  with  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture 
of  Virginia  and  by  that  Department  referred  to  us:- 

"Your  letter  of  February  5th,  -relative  to  our  claim  against   

received,    le  received  a  check  f rom  _____  ;  for  $  168.21  in  payment  for 

balance  due  on  February  5th  and  passed  check  for  payment  through  the  bank 
on  February  6th. 

"We  greatly  appreciate  your  efforts  in  our  behalf  in  collecting  ovr 
claim  and  should  like  to  have  you  advise  us  what  our  indebtedness  is  with 
the  Department,  so  that  we  may  remit." 

F.  Q.  R03B, 
In  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch. 


STANDARDIZATION  AND  RESEARCH 


Id.     GRADES  FOR  NEW  YORK  SEED  POTATOES 

Vife  have  received  copies  of  grades  for  seed  potatoes,   issued  by  the 
New  York  Cooperative  Seed  Potato  Association,   Inc.    Because  of  our  limited 
supply,  copies  are  "being  mailed  with  this  D.L.  only  to  those  inspection 
offices  east  of  the  Mississippi  River. .   If  other  inspectors  have  need  of 
these  grades,  they  can  he  obtained  by  writing  to  H.  S.  Duncan,  J>10  Triangle 
Bldg.,  Rochester,  N.Y. 

It  should  be  observed  that  the  tolerance  of  Gfo  by  weight  for  defects," 
noted  under  tolerances  for  Blue  Tag  Fancy,  also  applies  to  Blue  Tag  Standard. 
Definition  "K"  is  interpreted  to  mean  that  gffi  of  the  potatoes  must  be  free 
from  scab. 


2 d •    HOW  TO  TELL  7JEEN  POTATOES  ARE  GOOD  POR  POTATO-CHIPS,  ETC. 

A  multigraphed  circular,   entitled:  "A  Simple  Chemical  Test  for  Pre- 
determining the  Culinary  Quality  of  Potatoes  as  Affected  by  the  Accumulation 
of  Soluble  Sugars, "  is  being  sent  with  this  D.L.  to  each  inspector.  This 
•was  prepared  by  Walter  M»  Peacock  and  Byroii  C.  Brunste.tter,  of  the  Office 
of  Horticultural  Crops  and  Diseases,  B.P.I.     It  describes  the  picric  acid 
test  for  reducing  sugars  and  is  applicable  to  the  selection  of  potatoes  for 
chip-making,  French-frying,  baking,  and  under  certain  conditions  for  boiling. 

R.  R.  PAILTHORP, 
Specialist  in  Standardization. 

OPPICS  NOTES : 

Mr.  Sherman  will  attend  the  convention  of  the  Virginia  Canners' 
Association  in  the  Patrick  Henry  Hotel  at  Roanoke,  Virginia,  February  IS  and 
19,  particularly  to  discuss  the  operation  of  the  Perishable  Agricultural 
Commodities  Act>  concerning  which  many  of  the  canners  seem  to  have  relative- 
ly little  information.    This  is  the  first  canners'  meeting,  to  which  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Department  has  been  invited  to  discuss  the  new  lav/. 

B.  C.  Boree  plans  to  leave  Washington  on  Sunday  morning  to  confer 
with  representatives  of  the  Market  News  Service  in  the  South.    He  expects  to 
visit  Charleston,  S.C.;  various  points  in  Florida,;  Mobile,  Ala.;  New  Orleans 
and  Hammond,  La.;  Crystal  Springs,  Miss,  and  Atlanta,  C-a.    Arrangement's  will  ' 
be  'made  for  handling  the  southern  field  assignments  d\iring  the  coming  spring. 
Mr.  Boree  may  not  return  to  Washington  until  about  the  middle  of  March. 

J.  J.  Gardner,   of  the  Pittsburgh    inspection  office,   is  spending  a 
few  days  -of  this  week  in  the  West  Virginia  apple  territory,  where  he  super- 
vises the  shipping— point  inspection  work  each  season.    Yesterday  he  gave 
an  address  before  the  West  Virginia  Horticultural  Society,  at  Inwood,  on 
the"  subject:     "Are  the  New  Apple  Grades  Helpful  to  the  Average  Grower?" 
Mr.  Gardner  also  spent  a  short  time  in  Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 


OFT ICE  NOTES  (Continued) ; 


J .  A.  Marks,  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  in  New  York  State, 
returned  to  Pittsburgh  this  week,  where  'he  is  in  charge  of  inspection  work 
during  Mr.  Gardner's  absence.    He  is  expected  to  go  back  to  the  Rochester 
office  early  next  week. 

R.  C.  Butner  went  to  New  York  City  last  night,  where  he  is  confer- 
ring today  with  the : inspectors  in  that  market.    He  will  return  to  Hashing- 
ton  on  Saturday. 

P.  H.  IronC-lahn,   inspector  at  Jacksonville,  Fla. ,  inspected  57  car- 
loads of  citrus  fru.it  during  the  third  week  of  January  and  a  total  of  129 
cars  between  January  1  and  29,  which  is  a  record  for  that  market.    Most  of 
these  inspections  were  of  fruit  being  shipped  by  boat  to  England  and  other 
foreign  markets. 

Field  men  who  submit  weekly  crop  and  market  news  should  be  sure  to 
send  a  carbon  copy  directly  to  G-.  B.  Fiske,  under  separate  cover.  The 
originals  of  all  such  letters  come  to  Mr.  Bcree's  desk  and  ordinarily  are 
used  in  the  Division  Letter.     Cox3ies  of  such  information  are  used  by 
Mr.  Fiske,  of  the  Division  of  Economic  Inf ormation,   in  the  preptaration  of 
press  articles  and  sectional  reviews. 

The  New  York  City  office  was  closed  on  February  12,  because 
Lincoln's  Birthday  is  oberved  there  as  a  local  holiday. 

No  change  is  being  made  this  week  in  the  list  of  Temporary  Field 
Stations  of  the  Market  News  Service.     On  the  list  of  Temporary  Headquarters 
of  the  Inspection  Service,  the  closing  date  for  the  Winchester  office  has 
been  made  February  28,   instea.d  of  February  15,  and  in  the  footnotes 
Michigan  onions  should  be  added  to  Indiana  onions,  on  which  shipping-point 
inspection  reports  can  be  obtained  from  the  Warsaw,   Ind.,  office. 

Monday,  February  23,  will  be  observed  as  a  holiday  in  all  offices, 
because  Washington's  Birthday  comes  this  year  on  Sunday. 


The  following  report  was  released  at  2  P.M.  today,  Friday:- 

ha..    APPLE  COLD-STORAGE  HOLDINGS,  FEBRUARY  1  . 

Below  is  the  report  of  commercial  cold-storage  holdings  of  apples 

on  February  1,  with  comparative  figures: 

Feb.  1,  1931       Feb.  1,  1930       Five-year  Avg.  . 
Barrels:  837,000  1,316,000  2,119,000 

Boxes:  15,350,000  10,1^9,000  10,558,000 

Baskets:  4,^76, 000  h,005,000  2,6H7,O00 

Total  holdings  under  refrigeration  were  equivalent  to  7,^6,000 

barrels,  which  is ' 23$  mere  than  stocks  of  a  yerr  ago  and  lk$  above  average, 
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la.    AIDING-  P.A.C.  WORK 

Item  1-a  en  page  9,9  c^  last  week's  Division  Letter  (February  13) 
should  not  result  in  creating  uncertainty  in  the  minds  of  any  employees  with 
respect  to  their  official  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  Perish- 
able Agricultural :  Commodities  Act, 

Experience  has  shown  that  the  indiscriminate  mixing  of  service  and 
regulatory  activities  can  seldom  be  efficiently  accomplished.    We  plan  to 
keep  separate  these  two  activities  in  the  work  of  this  Division,  in  so  far 
as  it  is  practicable  and  possible.     Market—news  men  must,  of  necessity, 
maintain  cordial  relations  with  the  members  of  the  trade,  to  whom  they  look 
for  voluntary  furnishing  of  information.    The  success  of  regulatory  work, 
on  the  other  hand,   is  not  so  dependent  upon  the  maintenance  of  a.  cordial 
relationship.     Good-will  is  not  essential,  although  it  is  desirable. 

Market-news  employees  must  do  everything  in  their  power  to  aid  in  the 
successful  administration  of  this  Act  by  those  charged  with  that  duty,  but 
should  be  most  careful  to  avoid  doing  anything  themselves  or  participating 
in  any  action  which  would  endanger  their  cordial  relationships  and  personal 
contacts  with  the  members  of  the  trade,   to  whom  they  look  for  daily  or  cur- 
rent market  information.    We  shall  be  careful  to  avoid  asking  a  market-news 
man  to  do  any  regulatory  work  which  will,   in  any  material  way,  militate 
against  the  good-will  that  has  been  built-up.  on  the  part  of  the  trade  toward 
the  service.     If  there  are  any  exceptions  to  this  policy,  they  will  be  very 
few  and  only  in  isolated  cases. 

Drumming~up  parties  who  should  be  licensed  and  securing  their  appli- 
cations will  improve  rather  than  injure  the  standing  of  a  news  man  in  the 
opinion  of  the  regularly  licensed  trade,  upon  whom  he  depends  for  informa- 
tion.    It  will  not  be  our  policy  to  ask  him  to  participate  in  proceedings 
against  any  dealer  in  his  town. 

WELLS  A.  SHERMAN 

2a.     MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  P.A.C.  MEMORANDUM  OE  FEBRUARY  10 

Some  weeks  ago,  lists  of  licensees  were  sent,  for  checking,   to  about 
60  employees  of  our  F.  &  V.  Division.    Under  date  of  February  10,  a  special 
Memorandum  to  Field  Men  was  prepared  particularly  for  these  60  employees, 
giving  further  instructions  in  the  matter.     It  was  intended  originally  to 
mail  the  Memorandum  to  these  60  and  to  no  others.    However,  at  the  last 
minute,  when  the  D.L.  for  Feb.  13  was  ready  to  be  mailed,   it  was  decided  to 
enclose  a  copy  of  the  Memorandum  for  each  and  every  technical  employee  of 
our  Division,   simply  as  a  matter  of  information,   so  that  all  might  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  classes  of  dealers  (and  others)  who  come  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  P.A.C.  Act.     If  you  are  one  who  was  not  sent  a  list  of  deal- 
ers some  weeks  ago,  the  special  Memorandum  was  furnished  you  simply  for 
your  information  and  not  as  instructions. 

(Page  117) 
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3a .    AIT  EXCEPTION  TO  THE  RULE 

Whenever  the  word  "released"  is  used,   it  means  that  the  official 
report  under  consideration  has  "been  released  "by  the  Department  to  the 
XDress  and  to  the  public,    ^he  heading  on  front  page  of  our  Division 
Letter  plainly  states  that  the  contents  are  "Confidential;  not  for  publi- 
cation."   However,   one  exception  (at  least)  to  this  rule  is  with  refer- 
ence to  data  or  reports  which  have  "been  officially  released  by  the  Bureau 
or  the  Department.    All  such  officially-released  information  may  be 
copied  and  be  given  free  circulation  "by  any  branch  office  or  field  man. 
This  question  arose  in  connection  with  the  monthly  reports  on  cold-storage 
holdings  of  apples,  which  are 'usually  published  in  the  D.I.  for  the  in- 
formation of  our  employees.    One  field-station  hesitated  to  publish  such 
figures  in  the  daily  market  reports  because  they  appeared  in  our  D.L., 
■which  is  a  confidential  paper.    Such  figures  cm  "be  used,   since  they  are 
marked  as  having  been  officially  released  by  the  Department. 

Ha.     JUNIOR  MAPIC5TIN&'  SPECIALIST  EXAMINATION  ANNOUNCED 

The  U.S.  Civil  Service  Commission  lias  announced  a  Junior  Market- 
ing Specialist  examination  -  optional  subjects  (l)  Fruits,  Vegetables, 

.and  Miscellaneous  Products;     (2)  Livestock  and  Animal  Products;     (3)  Wool  - 
for  which  applications  must  be  on  file  with  the  Civil  Service  Commission 
at  Washington  not  later  than  March  17,   1931*    ^  limited  number  of  announce- 

'ments  are  available  for  distribution  from  this  Bureau,  and  it  is  suggested 
that  men  who  are  interested  In  this  examination  be  advised  to  secure 
announcements  from  their  Postmasters    or  the  Secretary  of  the  Civil 
Service  District. 


5a.    CJ.T  ICR-FROZEN  FRUIT  JUICES 

"Blend  of  California  and  Florida,  fruit  juices,  quick-frozen  at 
the  point  of  production,  and  distributed  in  gla.ss  bottles  in  the  same  way 
that  milk  is  delivered,   is  an  experiment  now  being  successfully  tried  in 
Chicago  as  the  test  city.    National  distribution  of  these- juices  through 
institutional  outlets,  dairy  concerns,  door-to-door  delivery  and  retail 
food  shops  is  now  being  planned  by  the  Pure  Orange  Juice  Co.  of  America. 
Juice  is  supplied  under  a  long-term  contract  with  the  California  Fruit 
Growers'  Exchange  and  the  Florida  Citrus  Fruit  Growers1  Exchange.  At 
present,  juice  is  shipped  in  frozen  form  in  refrigerator  cars  to  Chicago 
in  large  6-gallon  cans  in  which  it  is  frozen.    ^  fiber  container  is  being 
designed  in  which  juice  will  be  frozen  in  consumer  packages.  Frozen 
perches  in  consumer ■'.■■packages  are  also  being  distributed  by. .-this  organiza- 
tion."       •  i  ...  .  ■    :    .  'jt1  M-- 

THE  MILWAUKEE  OFFICE  has  advised  of  a  hearty  response  to  the  Secre- 
tary's recent  memorandum  regarding  the  drought,  situation  in  the  Southwest. 
Doubtless  -all  of  our  branch  offices  have  responded  to  this  appeal. 
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J"  Mi^xgg~Eiws "Slavics  [ 

Id.    HEAVY  RAINS  AFFECTING  IMPERIAL  VALLEY  LETTUCE  CROP 

The  first  -field  letter  Toy  A.  1.  Frugh,   since    he  returned  to  the 
Market  News  Service,   is  published  "be.lo.w-*     It  was  -written  from  Irawley  on 
February  11.     It  is  in  Mr.  Prugh's  characteristic  style,  and  ends  with 
the  pertinent  question:     "Is  "beef-stew  becoming  more  popular  than  lettuce- 
salad?"  - 

"Rainy  weather  in  Imperial  Valley  during  the  week  of  February  2 
caused  lighter  shipments  and  an  advance  in  price  of  lettuce  from  a  top  of 
$1.10  to  $1..'55»     Shipments  were  down  to  66  cars  on  the  5th,  increased 
to  22S  "by  the  <$th  and  the  market  lost  practically  all  of  its  advance. 

"Yields  are  light  and  during  the  past  few  days  considerable  acreage 
has  been  lost  from  bursting.     Cool  weather  had  tightened  the  heads,  and 
the  rain,  -  one  of  the  heaviest  experienced  here  for  several  years,  -  caused 
the  damage.     Some  shippers  now  report  fields  where  they  are  able  to  get 
only  25  crates  per  acre.     This  condition  may  cause  light  shipments  after 
this  week,  and  there  is  a  general  feeling  that  by  the  last  week  in  February 
the  f.o.b.  price  may  go  up  to  $1.50  or  better.     In  view  of  business  condi- 
tions in  the  East,   shippers  do  not  expect  any  marked  advance,  as  in  other 
seasons  with  similar  conditions  at  shipping  point. 

"The  Inspection  Service  has  a  gcod  record  this  season.    Up  to  Febru- 
ary 1  about  77$  of  the  shipments  load  been  Inspected,  and  high  quality  was 
Indicated  by  about  75$  grading  U.  S.  No.  1.    Quality  has  been  affected  by 
recent  rains  and,  where  80$  of  inspected  cars  were  grading  U.S.  No.  1  the 
last  week  in  January,   on  February  10  only  30$  made  this  grade. 

"Auction-selling  apparently  stimulated  the  demand  for  inspection. 
Not  many  cars  are  now  being  sold  through  the  auction;  only  four  on  the 
10th,  out  of  a  total  of  212  cars.     I  question  whether  this  method  of  sale 
is  a  good  thing- for  the  Valley.    Apparently  it  takes  the  edge  from  trading. 
One  hesitates  to  go  out  and  buy  a  car  in  the  forenoon  for  $1.35  an(I  then 
have  the  auction  top  reach  only  $1.25*    And  some  buyers  prefer  to  go  out 
and  pick  up  the  best  cars  early  in  the  day.     I  notice  -that  most  of  the 
auction-buying  is  being  done  by  two  or  three  buyers. 

"The  crate-making  machines  are  a.  recent  invention  to  cut  labor-costs. 
One  shed  also  has  installed  a  lidding~me,chliie,   which  not  only  presses  down 
the  lid  but  nails  it  on  with  one  operation. 

"A  few  crates  of  a.spara.gus  have  commenced  to  move,  and  a.  err  of 
p_eas  is  being  loaded  at  Calipa/tria,  today,  the  11th. 

.  "Carrot  shipments  were  curtailed  by  the  wet  fields,  but  increa.sed  tc 
13  cars  on  the  10th.    Demand  is  good  at  present  at  $1.50  per  crrte.  It 
seems  that  consumers  in  the  East  are  economizing  on  beef-stew  instead  of 
eat ing  let tuce-salad. 11 

l:|b .     TEE  EMPLOYMENT  SITUATION 

"The  continuatian  of  the  low  rate  of  employment  and  reduced  payrolls 
is  being  increasingly  felt  in  the  demand  for  farm  products  so  that  little 
improvement  in  farm  product  prices  can  be  expected  until  business  improve--' 
ment  is  material  enough  to  allow  increased  employment  and  greater  earnings." 
-  (from  "The  Price  Situation"  for  February  lo) 
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2b .     CALIFORHIA  ASPARAGUS  BROUGHT  $Ug  PER  CRATE 

E.  R.  Biddle  wrote  as  follows  from  Hew  York  on  February  13:- 
"The  California  asparagus  season  in  Hew  York  City  started  with,  one 
crate  on  'Wednesday,  February  11,  and  it  sold  at  $HS.     Today  there  were  about 
15  crates  on  the  market.    Large  stock  sold  at  $^+S,  medium  at  $U0,  and  small 
at  $l6-$ 20.    Last  year  the  first  crate  arrived  on  February  10  and  several 
on  the  13th,  selling  within  a  range  of  $20-$50." 


3b .     COLOR,'.:  0  CROP  CONDITIONS  OUTLINED 

Bryce  Morris  wrote  as  follows  from  Denver  in  a  letter  of  February  lH:~ 

"Potato  shipments  from  Colorado  have  been  moderate  the  past  week* 
Prices  in  San  Luis  Vrlley  were  about  steady  throughout  the  week,  with  dealers 
paying  the  farmers  75^~80$£,  mostly  SO^,  for  No.  1  Brown  Beautys  and  S5^-90^ 
for  Ho.  1  IvicClures.    An  eight-inch  snowfall  was  reported  in  the  Valley  the 
latter  part  of  this  week.    Farmers  were  holding  back  at  present  prices  and, 
with  their  relatively  light  holdings,   the  Vrlley  seems  to  be  in  good  condi- 
tion to  clean  up  the  year's  movement  without  heavy  shipments  at  any  time. 

"There  are  approximately  39000  cars  of  potatoes  yet  in  storage  in 
northern  Colorado,  but  on  account  of  low  prices  and  a  portion  of  the  poor 
quality  stock  being  used  as  feed,   it  is  probable  that  the  remaining  shipments 
will  fall  below  this  figure.    There  was  a  slightly  stronger  feeling  in  the 
Greeley  section  late  this  week,  with  dealers  reported  paying  60^-65^  on 
Standard  Grade  Rural s,  and  occasional • cars  higher  *    Limited  offerings  of 
Bliss  Triumphs  brought  60^-65^  to  the  grower,  with  demand  much  better  for 
Triumphs  than  for  Rural s. 

"The  Western  Slope  potato  movement  continued  very  light.     It  is  diffi- 
cult to  buy  from  the  growers  at  the  present  prices  offered. 

"The  demand  for  onions  has  been  so  slow  recently  that  some  dealers 
report  that  cars  have  been  refused  on  a -consignment  basis.    Apparently  most 
of  the  cars  are  for  delivered  sales,   with  some  shippers  unable  to  get  bids 
on  rollers.    There  is  a  wide  difference  of  opinion  on  remaining  supplies  in 
the  Arkansas  Valley  district,  with  estimates  ranging  from  55  to  200  or  more 
cars.     It  is  evident  that  r.iany)°£ ar s  could  have  been  shipped,  had  the  demand 
been  better.    Very    few  sales  have  been  reported  the  past  week  from  the  Rocky 
Ford  section;  the  market  is  generally  dull  to  weak.     It  is  unofficially  re- 
ported tha,t  large  Valencias  -in  Spanish-type  crates,   50  size,  sold  as  low  as 
S5^-Cj0y*  iate  this  week.    Most  of  the  large  Valencias  remaining  are  moving 
in  crates  and  50-pound  sacks,  with  sales  in  50-pcund  sacks  around  $1.35~$l.UO 
per  cwt. 

"Only  12  cars  of  Western  Slope  onions  have  been  shipped  this  week. 
Advices  from  this  district  indicate  35°  to  35°  cars  in  storage  at  present, 
which,  when  sor ted-out,  will  probably  be  reduced  to  300  cars.    Unless  market 
conditions  improve,   it  is  quite  probable  that  not  over  200  additional  errs 
will  be  moved.    Growers  generally  were  receiving  20{£  per  cwt.  for  Yellow 
Danvers."  •  ■ 

-  IF  YOUR  COPY  OF  THE  DIVISION  LETTER  IS  EVER  ADDRESSED  INCORRECTLY 
OR  IF  YOU  FAIL  TO  RECEIVE  A  COPY  EACH  WEEK,  PLEASE  BE  SURE 
TO  ADVISE  THE  EDITOR  VERY  PROMPTLY,, 
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k b .     COLD- PACK  PEACHES  FROM  GEORGIA  ARRIVING  I"  NEW  ORLEANS 

J.  W.  Colenan  sent  the  following  report  from  Few  Orleans  in  a 
letter  of  February  13 "~ 

"A  carload  of  Georgia  cold.~pr.ck  peaches  was  received  here  this  week. 
The  car  was  unloaded  into  cold  storage  at  a  tenperr.ture  of  2°  below  zero. 
These  peaches  had  been  peeled,   sliced  and  packed  in  one-pint  paper  contain- 
ers and  then  frozen.    For  shipping,  36  pints  were  packed  in  a  paper  carton. 
Instructions  on  each  pint  container  said  to  allow  the  container  to  stand 
in  a  rooa  at  ordinary  temperature  for  two  hours  before  serving.     The  manager 
of  the  cold  storage  stated  that  he  watched  one  of  the  cartons  that  was  left 
in  the  office  and  that  the  peaches  had  a  normal,  characteristic  color  three 
or  four  hours  after  being  exposed  to  the  warm  temperature  of  75  degrees. 
In  six  hours,  many  of  the  slices  of  perches  had  turned  black.  Retrilers 
are  getting  H5  cents  per  pint  for  these  cold-pack  peaches,  but  it  is  too 
soon  yet  to  tell  just  what  the  reception  will  be." 

5b .     COLD-PACir  FRUITS  OR  VEGETABLES  MOT  TO  BE  INCLUDED  IN  REPORTS 

A  question  has  been  brought  up  as  to  whether  these  car lot  receipts 
of  cold-pack  fruits  and  vegetables  (mentioned  above  in  Par.  Ub)  are  to  be 
included  in  our  arrival  and  track  reports.     Such  products  are  in  the  class 
of  processed  or  canned  goods,  and  are  not  to  be  included  with  the  reports 
of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables. 

6 b .     NEW  YORK  MARKET  RECEIVED  lgU,OOQ  CARLOADS  OF  PERISHABLES 

The  follotrirg letter  of  February  12  came  from  E.  R.  Biddle;- 

"We  have  our  annual  unload  report -about  ready  to  release.  Requests 

have  been  received  for  about  1,000  copies,  and  they  are  still  coning  in 

every  day. 

"Unloads  for  the  year  in  New  York  City  have  dropped  off  from  the 
previous  year  for  the  first  tine  since  we  have  been  publishing  these  reports, 
There  were  about  3>600  cars  less  than  in  1929,   caused  no  doubt  by  crop- 
failures  in  some  sections  and  by  the  lessened  buying-power  in  the  market. 
There  wes  an  increase  of  -^bout  3  >  500  in  the  number  of  carloads  of  fruits 
and  vegetables  imported.  ■  The  loss  in  unloads  of  domestic  commodities  was 
about  7 5 100  carloads. 

"It  is  interesting  to  note  that  we  have  reported  g6  different  com- 
modities, grown  in  U2  of  the  %B  States  and  in  19  foreign  countries  in 
Europe,  Africa,   South  America,  Mexico,   Canada  and  the  West  Indies.  The 
total  unloads  (not  including  bananas)  are  lgH,226  carloads.    •A-bout  one-half 
of  this  total  crxie  from  California  and  Florida.    About  66,300  carloads 
moved  from  the  far-western  States  of  California,  Arizona,   Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington.    This  is  about  ^,300  cars  more  than  moved  from  those  States  in  19'29" 
On  the  other  hand,  all  of  the  eastern  States,  except  New  York  and  North 
Carolina,,   fell  below  former  records. 

"Most  of ' the  important  commodities  were  in  lighter  supply  except 
grapes,   grapefruit,  pears,  and  some  of  the  other  small  fruits.' 

(continued  over) 

-  WHEN  YOU  OBSERVE  ANY  SERIOUS  ERRORS  IN  THE  D.L.,   PLEASE  CALL  THEM 
TO  THE  ATTENTION  OF  THE  EDITOR,     MINOR  TYPOGRAPHICAL 
ERRORS  ARE  BOUND  TO  CREEP  IN  AND  CAN  BE  FORGOTTEN. 
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"Truck  receipts  were  somewhat  lighter  ton  the  general  corxiission  or 
jobbing  cferkets  but  show  a  decided  increr.se  on  the  farriers 1  riarkets.    I  an  not 
sure  whether  this  is  due  to  nor e*- accurate  reports  from  the  city's  reporters 
or  whether  to  more  growers  taking  advantage  of  the  farriers'  markets  in  order 
to  get  a  greater  net  return  for  their  products." 

7b .     LATE  KSWS  OH  FLORIDA  TOMATOES,  BEANS  AITD  PEPPERS 

V.  PI.  Nicholson  sent  the  following  report  in  a  letter  of  February 
lX{  fron  Miami:- 

"Weather  conditions  in  southern  Florida  during  the  past  week  have 
renained  rather  favorable.    There  was  a  threatened  cold-wove  Tuesday,  but 
the  lowest  temperatures  were  in  the  upper  UO's  raid  no  damage  other  than  re- 
tarding  the  growth  of  the  crops  was  reported.    There  were  showers  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  but  the  total  rainfall  was  light  in  cost  producing  areas. 

"Despite  the  more  favorable  conditions,  quality  of  nost  shipments  of 
tomatoes  remains  rather  ordinary.    Most  of  the  stock  now  moving  has  been 
picked  fron  plants  that  stood  the  cold  weather  during  December  and  January 
and  have  failed  to  recover  sufficiently  to  produce  tomatoes  of  the  best 
quality.     If  favorable  weather  continues,  quality  should  improve  as  the  old 
plantings  recover  and  the  newer  ones  come  into  bearing. 

"Shipments  of  tomatoes  increased  slightly  this  week,  but  are  still" 
rather  light  and  probably  will  remain  so  for  another  10  days  or  two  weeks. 
The  heavier  imports  of  Mexican  stock  this  week  have  done  much  to  curtail  the 
demand  for  Florida  stock.    Wire-inquiry  during  the  past  few  days  has  been  ( 
somewhat  lighter  than  last  week,  and  there  have  been  only  a  few  cars  of 
good  tomatoes  sold  on  a  cash- track  basis.     Shipments  today  should  be  heav- 
ier as  several  loaded  cars  have  accumulated  at  the  shipping  points,  princi- 
pally south  of  here, 

"The  carlot  shipments  of  beans  have  increased  slightly  this  week,  but 
probably  will  not  amount  to  over  65  cars.     The  market  has  been  largely 
speculative,  and  most  shippers  have  been  operating  at  a  loss.    The  competi- 
tion at  the  platform  at  Ponpano  has  been  very  keen;  prices  were  up  to  mostly 
$6-^6.50  for  the  best  grade  of  Bountiful s  on  Thursday.    The  market  reacted 
on  FridayT  however,  and  it  is  probable  that  prices  will  be  somewhat  lower 
next  week* 

"Shipments  of  peppers  have  increased  considerably,  but  the  market 
remains  dull  .and  weak.    Quality  of  most  shipments  has  been  reported  as  fairly 
good,  but  prices  to  growers  around  Pompano  have  remained  mostly  $l.o5-$l»2>5 
for  the  Fancy  grade,  with  Choice  selling  at  75^~35^«     Several  of  the  cars 
shipped  during  the  last  few  days  have  been  consigned." 


Sb .    REVISED  TABLE  OF  MJMBSR  OF  PACKAGES  PER  CARLOAD 

A  couple  of  weeks  ago  the  Washington  office  put  out  a  revised 
edition  of  the  "Table  of  Number  Packages  per  Carload."     This  is  dated 
January,  1931,  and  the  tabulations  are  arranged  in  improved  form.  This 
booklet  covers  all  the  important  fruits  and  vegetables  and  is  of  value  to 
rll  members  of  our  .staff.    Any  office  which  has'  failed  to  receive  a  copy 
of  the  revised  table,  which  includes  26  pages,  can  obtain  one  on  request 
from  the  Washington  office. 
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°b .     IDAHO  POTATO '  SHIPMENTS  HEAVY  AND  PRICES  LOW 

A  letter  of  February  12,  from  L.  C.  Tate  at  Idaho  Palls,   gives  the 
following  information:-' 

"Idaho  potato  shipments  have  continued  heavy  this  month,   in  the 
face  of  slightly  lower  prices,   so  that  the  season1 s  total  movement  now 
amounts  to  approximately  5, 000  cars  more  that  at  the  same  time  last  year. 
In  view  of  the  generally  accepted  opinion  that  we  will  ship  10,000  cars 
more  than  last  sea.son,   it  appears  the  State  has  now  moved  half  of  the  ex- 
cess in  this  year's  crop. 

"Many  dealers  seem  to  feel  that  it  will  "be  to  their  advantage  to  sell 
futures  for  April  delivery  on  the  Chicago  exchange  at  current  figures  of 
$1.70-$  1.75  delivered,   indicating  "by  their  talk  that  they  have  no  hope  of 
an  advance  in  prices  this  spring.    Traders  are  generally  turning  stocks 
only  as  their  sales-orders  demand;  so  that  the  deal  shows  an  entire  lack  of 
confidence,  enthusiasm,  and  speculation.     It  seems  a?   25  to  ^O'C&t  order 
can  "be  filled  readily  upon  receipt,  without  the  slightest  effect  on  daily 
prices . 

"Wednesday  of  this  week  was  one  of  the  heaviest  days  of  1  cash-tra.ck' 
trading  since  digging-time.  At  upper  valley  points  we  were  advised  of  sales 
on  110  cars.  In  addition  ~§\  cars  were  reported  sold  1  cash-track1  at  lower 
valley  points  and  3^  cars  were  reported  bought  on  the  "basis  '  crrloads  cash 
to  growers.'  This  gives  a  total  of  178  carlot  sales  within  our  knowledge. 
A  check  of  sales  in  bulk  for  all  districts  on  the  same  day  amounted  to  113 
carloads . 

"Many  of  the  smaller  warehouse  men  have  quit  trading  in  cash  during 
the  last  six  weeks,  preferring  to  ha.ndle  the  potatoes  for  the  farmers  on 
commission.     This  is  probably  the  result  of  the  present  price  situation, 
growers  demanding  cost  or  better  (65^-75^)  ^or  their  bulk  stocks,  and  deal- 
ers compromising  on  the  commission  basis,   instead  of  attenpting  to  deal  for 
cash  at  50^-55^  PBr  cw-t* 

"Concerning  the  demand  for  plain  bags,  a  new  amendment  to  the  State 
Grading  and  Branding  Law  has  been  worked—up  and  passed  in  the  hou.se  of 
Representatives  by  a  vote  of  52  to  15*     ODhe  revised  amendment  allows  the 
optional  use  of  plain  bags  for  shipments  grading  Uo.  2  or  better.     It  is 
now  being  read  in  the  State  Senate,  where  the  previous  amendment  was  de- 
feated, and,  judging  by  local  comment,   it  stands  a  fine  chance  of  being- 
accepted.     This  bill  carries  an  emergency  clause,  to  make  it  effective 
promptly  when  signed  by  the  Governor." 


10b.    FROZEN    CORN  ON  THE  COB 

"Successful  experiments  have  been  made  in  sharp  freezing  corn 
on  the  cob.     It  is  frozen  within  three  or  four  hours  after  it  is  taken 
from  the  field  and  the  flavor,  when  it  is  thawed  out  and  eaten  weeks  or 
months  later,  is  perfect  and  infinitely  better  than  the  ears  of  corn 
which  are  sent  to  big  markets  fresh,  the  difference  being  that  sharp 
freezing  holds  the  flavor  as  it  was  when  picked,  and  shipped  corn  for  de- 
livery fresh  is  two  to  six  days  old  by  the  time  consumers  get  it." 
(0.  Locke tt,  before  National  Canners  Ass'n.) 

—  SUGGESTIONS  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  D.L.  WILL  BE  WELCOMED. 
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1  lb .    HEAVY  CAMING-  0?  GRAPEFRUIT  I  IT  FLORIDA 

The  large  number  of  2,500,000  cases  of  grapefruit  will  probably  be 
packed  by  canneries  in  Florida  this  season,  according  to  a  letter  of 
February  l6  from  H.  F.  Willson,  at  Winter  Haven 

"One  of  the  main .topics  of  discussion  at  a  shipper  meeting  of  the 
Clearing  House  members  here  or,  February  13  was  the  canned  grapefruit 
situation  and  its  effect  on  the  fresh  fru.it  market.     Shippers  reported 
their  receivers  advise  that  the  low-priced  canned  grapefru.it  is  curtailing 
consumption  and  depressing  the  market  for    fresh  fruit  on  the  northern 
markets.     It  was  stated  that,   in  numerous  instances,  chain  stores  were 
featuring  the  canned  product  at  two  cans  for  a  quarter,  which  means  selling 
the  equivalent  of  an  ordinary— sized  grapefruit  at  less  than  a  nickel  or 
approximately  The  canners  themselves,  however,  are  not  having  a  par- 

ticularly easy  marketing  program,  because  of  the  prevailing  price-cutting 
to  the  jobbers,  necessitating  substantial  rebates  on  some  of  their  first 
sales  of  relatively-high-priced  goods'.    The  price  of  canner  stock  has  de- 
clined to  30^  a  field  box  and,  at  the  present  time,  practically  all  of 
this  stock  is  being  secured  from  packing  houses,  as  contrasted  to  the  first 
part  of  the  season  when  the  growers  were  selling  direct  to  the  canners. 
It  is  estimated  that  approximately  2,500,000  cases  will  be  canned  this 
year.     To  date,  about  1,  900,  000' cn.se s  have  been  canned,  compared  with 
1,3'00,000  last  season.     It  was  reported  that  the  canner?.  have  about  450,000 
cases  on  hand. 

"The  present  price  of  30/  per  box  for  canner  stock  would  allow  the 
canning  companies  to  continue  operations  profitably  on  the  present  low- 
scale  retail  price.    As  the  shippers  and  packinghouses  are  supplying  the 
fruit  at  this  price  and  eventually  it  competes  disastrously  with  their 
fresh  fruit,   it  was  decided  to  raise  the  price  of  canner  stock  to  50^  a 
box.     It  is  hoped  that  a  minimum  of  50^  to  the  canner  can  be  maintained 
for  the  remainder  of  the  season,  eliminating  additional  supplies  of  low- 
priced  canner  goods.     Some  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  majority  of  the 
canners  would  welcome  any  movement  for  establishing  a  consistent  fair  price 
for  canner  stock  throughout  the  season,   which  would  eliminate  price-cutting 
in  their  industry  and  do  away  with  the  disastrous  competition  between  the 
canned  and  fresh  fruit. 

"Interesting  sidelights  of  the  general  discussion  were  that  the 
canners  are  buying  large-sized  Valencias  for  a.  salad  pack,  consisting  of 
grapefruit  and  oranges.    Also,  that  a  field  box  of  good  canner  stock  will 
make  approximately  one  case  of  canned  goods.     If  the  estimate  of  2,500,000 
cases  is  correct,  this  item  alone  accounts  for  a  like  number  of  boxes, 
giving  one  a  concrete  example  of  the  increasing  importance  of  the  citrus 
canning  industry . " 

1 2b  .    A  ITEW  USE  FOR  VEGETABLES 

Ice  cream  containing  vegetables  has  appeared  on  the  market  among 
the  Fred  Sanders  specialties  and  has  met  with  a  most  encouraging  recep- 
tion.    The  regular  vanilla  mix,  with  orange  juice  supplanting  the  vanilla 
flavor,   forms  the  base  to  which  are  added  finely-chopped  beets,  carrots, 
spinach,  celery,  beans  and  peas  after  separate  cooking.    Three  days  after 
its  appearance  in  the  stores,  200  gallons  a,  day  were  being  manufactured. 
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13b.    MAINE  "SEED-POTATO  MARKET  STILL  III  GOOD  CONDITION 

•W.  D.  Hull  sent  the  following  report  iron  Presque  Isle  under  date 
of  February  l6 :  :~ 

"Considering  the  heavy  shipments  all  last  week,  the  Maine  potato 
market  did  well  to  hold  its  own.     The  larger  operators  cut  their  street 
price  to  $1.65  per  barrel  on  Monday  forenoon.    Haulings  by  growers  were  too 
light  to  determine  how  successful  the  buyers  would  be  in  obtaining  potatoes 
at  this  new  low  price.     Tuesday,  offerings  by  the  growers  were  made  a  little 
more  freely.     Shippers  with  houses  at    non*-eompetitive  points  reported  a 
fair  quantity  of  stock  received  at  $1.6 5—' $1.70  per  barrel.     In  the  villages 
and  in  areas  where  the  stock  was  a  little  better  than  average,   the  street 
price  was  still  mostly  $1.75,  while  a  few  dealers  in  Presque  Isle  and  Caribou 
continued  to  pay  $1.S0~$1.S'5  for  large  bright  stock,  for  which  they  had  a 
special  outlet.    Thursday  was  what  many  dealers  termed  'a  one-horse-holiday.' 
With  a  wi re- inquiry  better  than  usualp-  slightly  better  feeling  developed 
among  the  shippers.    Every  one  was  marveling  at  the  market's  ability  to  ab- 
sorb the  heavy  shipments.    With  track-ho Icings  in  the  principal  Maine  markets 
smalle?."  than  average,   several  large  operators  advanced  their  price  to  the 
growers  from  $1.65  and  $1.70  to  $1.75  nncL  reported  rather  light  receipts 
even  at  the  higher  price.    Friday  and  Saturday,  haulings  were  very  light 
because  of  inclement  weather.    Late  Friday  afternoon  it  comenced  snowing, 
turning  to  rain  during  the  night..     Saturday  forenoon  was  rainy,   turning  to 
snow  around  noon.  "Haulings  were  so  light  that  no  .attempt  was  made  to  quote 
a  price  to  growers. 

"There  has  "been  a  very  good  demand  for  No'.  2  stock  at  SO^-85^  Pe^ 
150-pound  sack  fc.b.    During  the  latter  part  of  the  past  week,  an  occasional 
car  was  sold  for  90^.     Most  of  the  demand  is  from  the  area  about  greater 
Slew  York,  where  these  No.  2  potatoes  are  used  by  the  various  charitable 
organizaiions  in  the  free  soup-kitchens  for  the  unemployed.     There  is  also 
some  call  from  the  export  trade. 

''Demand  for  seed  stock  continued  brisk  all  the  week.    Wire  inquiry  was 
active  and  many  sales  were  confirmed,  both  for  prompt  and  for  future  ship- 
ment.    Shipments  of  both  selected  and  certified  Cobblers  showed  a  considerable 
advance  over  the  preceding  week.    At  the  close  of  the  week,  all  the  dealers 
were  in  an  optimistic  frame  of  mind  and  held  higher  hopes  regarding  the 
future  outlook  for  the  seed  situation.    F.o.b.  prices  of  certified  Cobblers 
and  Green  Mountains  were  firm  at  $2. 75-$ 3  for  10-peck  bags  of  Mountains  and 
11-peck  bags  of  Cobblers.     The  11-peck  bags  of  Mountains  were  bringing  $3- 
$3»25  for  Marph  or  early  April  shipment.     Selected  Cobblers  sold  freely  at 
$1.70-$1. 75  f°r  10-peck  sacks,  while  11-peck  size  brought  $l.S5-tl*90*  Sup- 
plies of  certified  Cobblers  are  practically  exhausted,   and  growers  were  de- 
manding and  receiving  a  premium  for  any  unsold  stock  which  they  held." 

l^h .    HONEY  SOLD  DIRECTLY  TO  CONSUMERS  05  RETAILERS 

"Honey  is  being  offered  in  attractive  containers  to  grocers  and  other 
retailers  in  local  areas.     Some  beekeepers  have  developed  good  markets  by 
house-to-house  canvassing  or  farm-to-farm  selling.     Seme  have  arranged  with 
dairymen  to  handle  honey  to  be  delivered  with  milk,  cream,  butter,   and  eggs 
in  the  morning.     Other  beekeepers  are  running  advertisements  in  local  news- 
papers and  are  developing  a  parcel-post  business.     Direct-mail  selling  is 
being  developed  also  by  circularizing  people  whose  names  appear  in  telephone 
directories.    Roadside  honey  stands  are  also  increasing  in  number."  - 
(by  H.  J.  Clay) 
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1 5b .    MSXICAff  VEGETABLES  BEING  EE  SHIPPED  FROM  BROYfFSVrLLE,  TEXAS 

An  interesting  letter  of  February  15  was  received  from  W.  D.  Googe, 
at  Brownsville,  Texas.     It  is  as  follows:- 

"Nothing  out  of  the  ordinary  has  happened  during  the  last  two  weeks 
in  marketing  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  vegetables,  unless  the  continuous  slow 
demand  and    dull  markets  "be  considered  unusual.    Despite  resolutions  and 
agreements  at  meetings  of  growers  and  shippers,  prices  for  cabbage  have 
steadily  declined  until  growers  are  now  being  paid  mostly  $U-$5  per  ton. 
Shippers  hove  been  taking  only  U.  S.  No.  1  stock  of  medium  size,  the  large 
heads  being  culled  out.    Many  growers  do  not  crre  to  hire  help  to  harvest 
cabbage  at  these  low  prices,  and  therefore  are  letting  it  go  to  wrste  or 
plowing  it  under.    Some  have  estimated  that,  as  a  result  of  these  factors, 
shipments  of  cabbage  from  the  Valley  during  the  last  week  have  not  been  more 
than  half  of  what  might  have  been  moved  under  more  favorable  market  condi- 
tions.    The  quality  of  the  output  has  been  excellent. 

"Carrot  shipments  have  increased  without  a  noticerble  decline  in 
prices,  but  this  is  attributed  to  light  shipments  from  California,  follow- 
ing rainy  weather.    Texas  has  more  or  less  a  monopoly  on  the  cr.rlot  move- 
ment of  beet_sf  but  supplies  have  been  heavy  enough  to  fill  all  orders  and 
even  to  depress  prices  somewhat.     Considerable  spinach  remains  to  be  shipped 
in  this  section,  but  the  J>0<fi  and  35^  cash-track  prices,  which  have  prevr.iled 
in  the  Winter  Garden  district,  are  too  low  for  the  Valley,  and  most  of  the 
local  crop  has  been  going  in  mixed  cars  at  40^-50^  Per  bushel  basket. 
Turnips  have  been  draggy  at  $1.10-$1.15  per  lettuce  crate,  cash-track,  and 
about  10^  higher' on  wire  orders.     These  prices  are  about  the  same  as  those 
for  beets  and  carrots. 

"Limited  quantities  of  snap  beans,  bell  peppers,   squash  and  tomatoes 
arc  being  brought  in  from  I.iexico.    They  are  grown  in  the  vicinity  of  ManuelJ 
near  Tampico.    The  beans  have  sold  freely  at  $U-75*-$5  VGT  bushel  hamper 
f.o.b.  Brownsville.    Quality  of  the  beans  has  been  good,  peppers  and  squash 
excellent,  while  the  tomatoes  have  been  only  fair.     So  far,  all  these  im- 
ports have  been  used  in  mixed  cars." 

l6b.    ACTIVE  DEilAlH)  FOR  FLORIDA  CELERY 

J.  B.  Owens    wrote  from  Srnford  as  follows  in  a  letter  of  February  l6 
"Florida  celery  continued  to  move  under  a  very  active  demand  during 
the  past  week,  with  most  of  the  shippers  filling  orders  booked  in  advance 
of  their  loadings.    Shipments  for  the  week  were  rather  light,  with  a  drily 
average  of  approximately  50  ears,    ^bout  1,790  cars  had  been  shipped  from 
the  State  through  February  13,  which  is  707  less  than  the  movement  for  the 
same  period  last  year.    The  celery  now  being  harvested  is  reported  to  be 
packing-out  around  U5O  to  500  crates  to  the  acre,  which  is  slightly  below 
the  average  yield  for  this  section.     In  view  of  the  relatively  light  yield 
and  the  general  lateness  of  the  crop,   it  is  expected  that  the  shipments  for 
this  week  will  not  exceed  U-OG  cars,  _ 

"Quality  of  the  crop  has  shown  very  little  change,  pithiness  and 
poorly-blanched  stock  continuing  to  be  the  outstanding  defects.    The  f.o.b. 
market  continw.es  firm  on  last  Monday's  price-level,  which  raised  the  local 
market  25  jf  on  "all  sizes  and  packs.     Crates  of  U.  S.  Ho.  1  quality  are  now 
selling  at  $2.50  for  3-6  dozen's,  $2.25  £°r  g  dozen's,   and  $1.75  for  10 
dozen' s ." 
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17b.    POSSIBLY  1,680,000  DOXSS  OF  FLORIDA  CITRUS  HAULED  3Y  TRUCK 

The  following  letter  of  February  10  was  received  from  H.  J1.  Willson, 
of  the  Winter  Haven  office :- 

"It  is  the  general  opinion  that  the  quantity  of  citrus  fruit  trucked, 
out  of  the  State  this  season  is  larger  than  ever  "before*    Realizing  the  In- 
creasing Importance  of  this  movement,  the  Florida  Citrus  Exchange  employed 
six  checkers  to  ascertain  the  volume  of  citrus  leaving  the  State  over  the 
three  main  highways.     These  checkers  worked  34-  hours  during  the  lightest 
part  of  the  week  in  the  latter  part  of  January.     They  reported  over  6,000 
boxes.    Calculating  the  probable  movement  over  the  other  highways,  the  weekly 
movement  was  estimated  at  56,000  boxes  or  a  total  of  1,680,000  for  the  30- 
weeks  seasonal  shipping-period. 

"Some,   in  close  touch  with  the  trucking  situation,  believe  that  this 
estimated  total  for  the  season  is  entirely  too  high.     To  substantiate  their 
opinions,  they  cite  that  during  December  and  January  is  the  heaviest  truck 
movement,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  relatively  large  quantity  of  cheaper 
bulk  fruit  available.     Some  of  this  earlier  truck  movement  helps  supply  the 
heavy  holiday  demand. "  Then,  too,  during  December  and  January  there  are  many 
more  tracks  engaged  in  the  business  than  later  in  the  year.    During  the  early 
part  of  the  season,  a  considerable  number  of  the  truckers  are  farmers,  tem- 
porarily filling- in  a  slack  time  but  who  later  turn  their  activities  to  farm- 
ing.    When  the  fruit  is  cheap  and  it  does  not  require  much  capital,   the  ped- 
dler Is  able  to  operate;  but,  later  in  the  season,  the  higher  prices  force 
out  many  of  this  class.     There  are  some  truckers,  however,  who  operate  the 
season  through.     These  latter  operators  have  good  equipment,   sufficient  capi- 
tal, and  maintain  connections  at  the  selling-end.    The  territory  covered  by 
the  truckers  is  the  southeastern  States.    Although  the  majority  of  the  fruit 
is  for  the  nearby  States,   some  of  it  is  hauled  as  far  north  as  Norfolk  and 
Memphis . " 

1 Sb  •     ^ESTZRH  1EW  YORK  QUI  ON  LiARKET  SHOWS  TEMPORARY  IiAPROWSI^EHT 

A  letter  of  February  17,  from  R.  L.  Sutton  at  Rochester,  gives  the 
following  report  on  Hew  York  crops:— 

"Trading  in  western  Hew  York  vegetables  has  been  characterized  by  a 
degree  of  slowness  that  has  caused  shippers  to  become  uneasy  as  to  the  final 
ou-tcome    of  the  deal.     The  f.o.b.  market  has  consistently  been  in  the  buyer's 
favor.    Values  have  declined  slightly  from  previous  low  prices,  with  the  ex- 
ception that  at  the  close  of  the  week  a.  temporary  improvement  was  noted  for 
onions .    At  the  beginning  of  this  week,  however,  any  gain  of  last  week  seemed 
to  have  been  lost.     The  demand  was  very  slow,  with  very  few  sales  holding 
mostly  around  o^<p  per  100-pound  sack.     Cabbage  continued  dull,   in  line  with 
the  condition  existing  during  the  past  several  weeks.     Indications  are  that 
the  market  for  this  commodity  will  not  show  much  of  a  rally  before  the  hold- 
ings have  been  cleaned— up.     The  potato  market  has  also  remained  for  an  ex- 
tended period  in  the  dull  class.    The  distribution  continued  to  show  a  large 
percentage  of  the  billings  destined  for  southern  points.     The  price  to  grow- 
ers has  gone  as  low  as  60^  at  some  points,  with  most  stations  in  Steuben 
County  paying  65^  bulk  per  bushel.     Carrots  have  shown  no  improvement  since 
our  last  report. 


(continued  over) 
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"Shipments  of  .apples  have  "been  rather  heavy,  the'  loadings  over  the 
week—  end  and  Monday,  for  instance,  "being  91  ^nd  SI  cars  respectively.  Nearly 
one-third  of  these  are  going  for  e::port.    Cars  shipped  on  consignment  seen 
to  predominate  for  "both  export  and  domestic  business.    Values  have  shown 
very  little  variation." 

19b.    RECENT  NEWS  ON  SOUTHWESTERN  FLORIDA  BERRIES  MD  CELERY 

R.  M.  Peterson  sent  the  following  report  from  Plant  City,  Pla.,  on 
February  17:- 

"The  strawberry  movement  last  week  totaled  117  cars,  35  freight, 
59  express,  and  20  car-lots  of  j>ony  refrigerators.    Although  this  movement 
is  hOc/b  heavier  than  that  of  the  previous  week,  it  was  not  as  heavy  as  ex- 
pected.   The  shipments  last  week  were  equivalent  to  those  of  the  same  week 
in  1$29  but  were  hOfo  heavier  than  the  same  week  last  season,  which  was  the 
early-crop  year.     Saturday1 s  movement,  amounting  to  33  cars,  was  the  heaviest 
this  season.    The  cooler  weather  caused  yesterday's  shipments  to  drop  to  26 
cars,  and  the  temperature  will  have  to  increase  considerably  in  order  to 
make  this  week's  shipments  as  heavy  as  was  previously  expected.    With  warm 
weather,   this  week's  total  should  be  around  200  ears. 

"Quality  of  the  berries  has  been  generally  good,  but  the  better  growers 
state  that  they  have  had  to  cull  out  10$  of  the  berries  as  brought  in  from 
the  field.     The  shipping-point  market  showed  a  slightly  easier  tone,  and 
prices  to  growers  dropped  from  15^^  per  pint  on  Monday  to  13  3A^  011  Satur- 
day,"" which  averaged  about  3^  Per  pint  lower  than  for  the  sane  week  last  sea- 
son. • 

"The  Manatee-Sarasota  celery  cutting  is  very  light.    The  winter  crop 
is  mostly  harvested,  and  the  spring  crop  will  not  be  ready  for  nearly  e,  month.' 
The  individual  washing  and  pre cooling  plant  in  Sarasota  operated  but  one  day 
last  week  and  will  operate  but  very  little  this  week.    The  crate  washing  and 
precooling  plant  in  Manatee  is  working  only  the  first  two  or  three  days  of 
each  week,  with  an  output  of  three  to  seven  cars  daily.    This  situation  is 
not  expected  to  change  until  March  15  or  possibly  April  1.    ^he  spring  crop 
will  be  much  heavier  than  the  winter  crop." 


J.  G.  CROSS  has  reached  San  Francisco  on  his  western  itinerary  in 
the  interest  of  shipment    reports.    Early  next  week  (about  February  24)  he 
expects  to  proceed  to  Portland,  Seattle,  Spokane  and  other  points  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest.    Later,  he  will  visit  railroad  officials  in  Ogden,  S^lt 
Lake  City  and  Denver,  on  his  return  trip  East. 

WENDELL  CALHOUN, 
Market ing  Spe ciali s t . 
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INSPECT ION  SERVICE 


1c .    A  DIG  PIECE  0?  INSPECTION  WORE . UNDERTAKEN  IN  PORTO  RICO 

The  Bureau  has  entered  into  a  cooperative  agreement  with,  the  Pru.it 
Growers'  Improvement  Concaittee  of  Porto  Rico  to  provide  shipping-point 
inspection  in  Porto  Rico  for  citrus  and  other  fruits,  and  for  vegetables 
if  the  need  develops.     The  service  will  begin  April  1. 

These  arrangements  are  the  direct  result  of  the  investigations  con- 
ducted on  the  Island  for  two  months  least  fall  by  William  1,  Leigh,  of  our 

ivision.  Mr.  Leigh  found  that  the  United  States  grades  for  Florida  citrus 
fruits  were  applicable  to  Porto  Hi  can  fruits,  and  these  grades  will  be  used 
in  the  new  inspection  work. 

More  than  500,000  boxes  of  grapefru.it  have  been  promised  for  inspec- 
tion by  shippers.     It  is  expected  that  this  work  will  require  the  services 
of  a  supervising  inspector  and  at  least  two  licensed  inspectors  at  the 
beginning  of  the  s'eason.    A.  S.  Mason,  a  member  of  the  New  York  staff,  will 
probably  be  assigned  as  supervisor.     If  inspection  is  extended  to  other 
fruits  and  to  vegetables,   it  is  quite  probable  that  five  or  six  inspectors 
will  be  required.    The  Division  is  arranging  to  recommend  for  this  work 
men  who  have  had  experience  in  Florida,  although  local  men  may  be  employed 
■after  the  work  develops. 

This  is  the  first  time  the  fruit  and  vegetable  inspection  service 
has  been  extended  beyond  the  borders  of  continental  United  States. 


2c .     DID  YOU  RECEIVE  .GRADES  POR  HOT-HOUSE  REU3AR3? 

The  following  letter  of  February  12,  from  P.  E.  Bailey,  at  Yakima, 
Washington,  is  self-explanatory 

"Will  you  kindly  announce  in  the  next. issue  of  the  Division  Letter 
that  copies  of  *  Grades  for  Plot-House  or  Cellar— Grown  Rhubarb'  of  the 
Sumner  Rhubarb  Growers  Association,  Sumner,  Washington,  were  today  mailed 
to  all  market  inspection  offices  from  my  office? 

"Car— lots  of  hot— hou.se  rhubarb  are  being  certified  under  these 
grades  at  Sumner,  and  market  Inspectors  are  requested  to  keep  these  grades 
on  file  for  future  reference,   in  case  they  are  called  upon  to  reinspect 
one  of  these  cars." 

If  any  city  inspection  office  failed  to  receive  a  copy  of  these 
rhubarb  grades,  one  can  be  obtained  directly  from  Mr.  Bailey. 


3c.     SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS  IN  VIRGIITIA  TO  FEBRUARY  1 

F.  S.  Kinsey  made  the  following  report  in  Virginia  "inspection 
Notes"  for  February  17:- 

.    .  Apple  Inspections  by  Districts : 

Winchester      StcfflEiton      Chas  1  o  1 1  o  s  v  11 1  o      Roanoke  Total 
To  January  1:    '    2,  SOb    *        '    US1  ~*  712  27  S         '1, 277 

Jan.  1-31:  hl2   28   39   £+  503 

-otal  3j2ig  509  751  302  ^,720 

In  addition  to  the  p.bove,  7>901  cars  of  potatoes  were  inspected 
during  the  potato  season  of  last  summer  and  39^  cars  of  sweet  potatoes 
during  the  fall. 
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k  c .    KEEP  RECORD  0?  RESTRICTED  INSPECTIONS  mi  ICE  DO  MOT  CQMBM  ORIGINAL 

It  frequently  happens  that  a  shipper  wires  for  confirmation  inspection 
of  a  car  on  which  a  restricted  inspection  has  to  "be  made.    When  such  inspec- 
tion does  not  confirm  the  original,  the  shipper  should  be  advised  by  wire 
to  that  effect  and  also  be  informed  that  an  appeal  certificate  cannot  be 
issued  unless  all  parts  of  the  load  are  made  accessible.    Even  though  no 
certificate  is  issued,  the  notes  covering  partial  inspection  of  the  load 
should  be  kept  in  the  files  for  future  reference.    The  notes,  after  being 
signed  by  the  inspector,  may  be  needed  in  considering  a  complaint  filed 
under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act  and  should  be  made  a  part 
of  the  inspection  records  in  all  offices. 


5c.    WASHINGTON  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS  FOR  SIX  MONTHS 

The  following  report  appeared  in  the  Washington  "Inspection  Letter," 
published  at  Yakima  by  P.  E.  Bailey  on  February  10:- 

Inspecticns  First  Half  of  Fiscal  Year,  1930-31 ' 


Apples   25,709 

30 
6 
1 

u 

29 
k 

22 
2 
1 

3U6 
17s 

16U- 


Apricots  

Berries,  F.P. . . . 

Blackberries. .  .  . 

Cantaloupes  

Cauliflower  

Celery  

Cherries  

Crabapples  

Grapes  

Lettuce  

Mixed  fruit  

Mixed  vegetables 


Mixed  fruits  and  vegs, 

Onions  

Peaches  

Pears  

Peas  


28 
69O 
16 
2,  SOI 
H98 


Potatoes..   2,56^ 

  U32 

  66 

  12 

  15S 

  2US 

22 


Prune  s  

Raspberries.  

Rutabagas  

Spina„ch  

Tomatoes  

Watermelons  

6  Mos.  Total    3^,052 


6c. 


MARYLAND  REPORTS  INCREAS ING  USE  OF  INSPECTION  SERVICE 


The  1930  season  was  the  seventh  year  in  which  Federal-State  shipping- 
point  inspection  has  been  used  by  an  increasing    number  of  Maryland  growers 
and  shippers,   says  the  Maryland  Department  of  Markets.     Seven  commodities 
were  inspected  for  72  applicants,  this  being  an  increase  of  S.ffo  in  number 
of  individual  requests  for  the  service.     Inspections  included  2,007  cars  of 
strawberries  and  672  cars  of  apples.     It  is  estimated  that  at  least  60$  of 
the  total  movement  of  apples  during  August,   September,   October  and  November 
went  out  under  Federal-State  shipping-point  inspection,  compared  with  3°/j 
in  1929.    The  Maryland  Department  sr.ys  that  the  increase  in  apple  inspections 
was  due  partly  to  the  fact     of  threatened  embargo  by  the  British  Government 
against  the  shipment  of  apples  which  did  not  meet  U.S.  grade  requirements. 

R.  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 


—  ALL  INSPECTORS  should  read  Par.  8b  in  this  D.L.  -■ 
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BECEIV  IHC^-PO  IHT  IHSPECT  I  Off  S  DUBI1IG  JAHJARY,  1931 


Inspect  ions 

Inspections 

Declined 

Total 

Same  Month 

.  .  .  for 

for  lack 

Total 

Marlce  t  s 

Inspections 

1930, 

.  Carriers 

of  time 

fees 

Atlanta 

.  92  • 

73 

15 

0  4 

1+75.10 

Baltimore 

S4 

ko 

0 

0 

329.50 

Boston 

":  162 ,;:  ■ 

.  221 

.  12 

1 

626.32 

Buffalo 

19 

.  0 

0 

136. 9I+ 

Chicago 

300 

200 

13 

0 

1,1*35.  S9 

Cincinnati 

...7:2 

ki  ..... 

0 

1 

375- S7 

Cleveland 

■ ...  13 

17 

.  0 

0 

SI.  SO 

Columbus 

.  23  . ; 

25, 

0 

0 

117.5s 

Denver 

.'  .  12     ■  . 

IS 

0 

0 

1+1+.00 

Detroit 

90 

.52'.  ";; 

0 

0  ' 

31+7.00 

Fort  Worth 

15  .'• 

19 

0 

3 

6S.1+1 

Harris ourg 

2 

2 

0 

0 

S.00 

Houston  ' 

ig 

. .  1+1+  • 

.  0 

0 

121.26 

Indianapolis 

22' 

27 

0 

0 

11+2.1+2 

Jacksonville 

129 

56 

2 

0 

516.50 

Kansas  City 

93  ■ 

13  : 

10  . 

3 

370.50 

Los  Angeles 

19 

2S 

10 

0 

71+.QO 

Memphi  s 

1+0 

55  ■  [ 

1.2 

0 

192.66 

Milwaukee 

.  66 

n  . 

1  • 

0 

2S0 . 22 

Minneapolis 

■  26  .' 

16 

.0 

0 

111*.  50 

Newark 

9T 

60' 

2 

k 

377.1+2 

Hew  Haven 

:m 

53   .  .  . 

6 

0  • 

229. 3I+ 

Hew  Orleans 

113 

129 

22 

.  0' 

272.12 

Hew  York 

670 

65^ 

■  ■  U6 

0 

2, 55S. 39 

Horfolk. 

23 

11  . 

'9 

2 

109.11 

Omaha 

32 

.  29 

1+ 

1 

15S. 95 

Philadelphia 

136 

160 

0 

2 

576.03 

Pittsburgh 

7S 

ll+O 

6 

0 

35S. 29 

Portland 

IS 

'21 

7 

0' 

76700 

Providence 

21 

32 

0 

0 

109^.25 

Rochester 

16 

- 

1 

0 

S6.S3 

Sacr  anient  0 

6 

1 

1 

0 

27.50 

St.  Louis 

SI 

6)+ 

7 

0 

322 050 

Salt  Lake  City 

1 

1+ 

0 

0 

l+'.OO 

San  .Francisco 

-7 

I 

21 

0 

U 

27.70 

Seattle 

5 

1 

0 

0 

22.00 

Springfield 

37 

^9 

7 

0 

203.37 

Toledo 

19 

7 

0 

0 

6U.00 

Trenton  •' 

1 

:  *.  . 

0 

0 

k.oo 

Washington 

55 

109 

1 

0 

.272.1+7 

Wilke s— Bar re 

ill 

10 

1 

0 

59.50 

Total 

2,7SS 

2,662 

195 

17  $11,777.21+ 

The  following  inspections  were  made  under  agreement,  with  the  northern 
Ohio  Food  Terminal  at  Cleveland:    Total  1,1+S9;  .1,2^+  Hickel  Plate;  13  B.  &  0.; 
16  Erie;  2U-  Penna.;  57  Kroger;  5  f°r  Federal  Cold  Storage.  .. 
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OFFICF  i?0T5Si  .  "  "V 

A.  E.  Me'rcker  went  to  Mew  Brunswick,  II. J.,  yesterday  and  talked  on 
the  l'S31  potato  outlook  at  the  Hew  Jersey  State  Conference  of  County  Agents, 
assembled  at  the  College  of  Agriculture.     Today  he  is  in  Hew  York  City  and 
'tomorrow  he  plans  to  stop  at  Philadelphia;  in  both  these  cities  he  is  con- 
ferring wi th  po  t  at  o  dealers. 

John  W.  Dykes  has  been  appointed  as  an  Associate  Marketing  Specialist 
in  connection  with  the  investigational  work  under  the  ^reduce  Agency  Act 
and  the  P.A.C.  Act,  effective  February  IS.    His  legal  residence  is  in  Hew 
.York  State.     This  really  is  a  reinstatement,  as  Mr*  Dykes  was  originally 
..appointed  to  this  Bureau -in  1915  as  a  clerk  and  was -given  a  technical  status 
in  191.9*    ^e  resigned  in  1920  to  accept  a  position  with  the  American  Fruit 
-Growers,   Inc.,  which  position  he  held  until  1929*    From  July,  1929»  ^°  the 
present  time,  Mr.  Dykes  has  been  in  California,  in  connection  with  the  en- 
forcement of  the  California  Produce  Dealers  Act  and  the  Deciduous  Fruit 
Dealers  Act.    He  has  the  degree  of  LL.B.  from  Georgetown  University,  and 
•studied  in  connection  with  the  LaSalle  Extension  University  for  about  one 
■year. 

S.  P.  Shreve,   inspector  in  the . Baltimore  market,  conferred  yesterday 
with  Mr.  Butner  and  others  in  the  Washington  office. 

H.  W.  Broome,   the  State  representative  cf  the  inspection  service 
in  Virginia,  has  been  critically  ill  with  double  pneumonia  and  pleurisy 
at  his  home  in  Poindexter,  Va.    We  are  glad  to  report  that  he  is  now  show- 
ing satisfactory  improvement  and,   if  there  is  no  unexpected  change  in  his 
condition,  he  has  a  fine  chance  for  recovery. 

17.  L.  Evans  has  been  away  from  his  office  in  Washington  since  last 
Friday,  due  to  illness. 

Fred  Read,  a  former  employee  of  .pur  F.  &  V.  Division  and  for  many 
years  now  connected  with  the  California  Fru.it  Exchange,  at  Sacramento,  was 
among  visitors  to  the  Washington  office  this  week. 

P.  V.  Stay,  one  of  the  cooperative  inspectors  in  California,  is 
author  of  an  article  on  "Modern  Lettuce  Inspection"  in  the  January  issue  of 
the  ""Western  Grower  and  Shipper." 

Market— news  men  will  be  as  much  interested  as  inspectors  in  Per.  10c 
on  page  llh  of  last  week's  D.L.    All  employees  should  make  the  correction, 
as  noted. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  February  10,  a  group  cf  short-course  students 
from  the  Hew  Jersey  State  Agricultural  College  visited  the  Hew  York  City 
markets  on  a  tour  of  inspection.    They  crlled  at  cur  local  office  and 
listened  to  talks  by  T,r.  C.  Hackleman  on  the  .Inspection  Service  and  by  S.  W. 
Russell  on  the  Market  Hews  Service. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OE  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Vol.  12,  Ho.  9  February  27,  1931 

FRUIT  AND  VEGE TABLE  DIVISION  LETTER 
(issued,  every  Friday) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Not  for  publication 

1 a .     SPECIAL  LETTERS  OE  AUTHORIZATION  FOR  P.A.C.  ACT  TRAVEL 

Our  Department  of  Agriculture  appropriation  bill  for  the  coning 
fiscal  year  has  been  signed  and  $100,000  has  become  immediately  available 
for  P.A.C.  Act  work.    Most  members  of  the  field  force  have  received  lists 
of  licensees  in  the  States  in  which  they  are  located,  and  you  have  all  been 
told  how  urgently  we  wish  every  man  to  canvass  his  town  or  his  territory, 
so  far  as  opportunity  will  permit,  to  determine  what  additional  persons  or 
firms  should  be  licensed,  and,  if  possible,   to  obtain  their  applications 
and  their  checks  on  the  spot. 

In  some  cases,  field  men  can  take  time  from  their  regular  work  to 
make  an  occasional  trip  to  nearby  towns  or  villages,  for  the  purpose  of 
checking  these  lists  and  locating  additional  persons  who  should  be  licensed. 
The  expenses  incident  to  trips  which  are  primarily  for  P.A.C.  work  should 
be  paid  from  P.A.C.  Act  funds.    Therefore,  the  men  who  are  so  situated  that 
they  can  devote  an  occasional  day  or  half-day  or  several  hours  to  the  can- 
vassing of  adjacent  territory,   which  will  involve  railroad  travel  or  auto- 
mobile mileage,   should  notify  \is  at  once  of  this  fact",  "so  that  special  let- 
ters of  authorization  can  be  drawn  for  them  on  the  P.A.C.  Act  funds,  against 
which  to  charge  the  expenses  incident  to  these  trips. 

Men  who  are  permanently  located  in  a  single  city  and  who  have  no  time 
to  canvass  outside  points  are  expected  tc  do  what  they  can  on  this  work, 
in  addition  to  their  regular  duties.    Any  additional  expense ~in  such  cases 
will  be  so  small  that  separate  accounts  need,  not  be  rendered. 

We  wish  the  field  men  in  the  winter  shipping-areas  to  give  particular 
attention  to  this  request,  because  the  maximum  number  of  persons  subject  to 
license  should  now  be  operating  in  Florida  and  southern  Texas,"  and  also  in 
such  sections  as  Maine,  eastern  Idaho  and  southern  California.     It  is  par- 
ticularly important  to  secure  the  applications  of  the  seasonal  operators 
while  they  pre  actually  at  work. 

In  reporting  your  activities  on  P.A.C.  Act  work,  always  state  the 
town  or  towns  or  the  territory,  which  you  feel  has  been  completely  canvassed 
and  within  which  you  believe  all  persons  subject  to  license  have  either 
filed  applications  or  have  been  reported  to  us  as  subject  to  the  Act.  If 
your  canvass  shows  that  we  have  already  licensed  everyone  within  a  given 
territory,  who  appears  to  be  subject  to  the  Act,  REPORT  THIS  FACT. 

Yfe  are  glad  to  note  that  some  of  the  field  men  are  taking  a  marked 
interest  in  this  work  and  are  obtaining  useful  results. 

W.  A.  SHERMAN 

PLEASE  THROW  AWAY  ANY  OLD  COPIES  of  the  Table  of  Packages  per  Carload 
in  your  possession,   since  the  revised  tabulation  has  been  issued,  as  noted 
in  par.  Sb  of  last  week's  D.L» 
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2a .    A  CARLOAD  OF  COLORADO  OITIOITS  DONATED  FOR  DROUGHT  SUFFERERS 

E.  F.  McKune,   Supervising  Inspector  nt  Denver,  Colo.,   sent  the 

following  interesting  letter  under  date  of  February  171- 

11  In  reading  over  the  Division  Letter,  I  note  with  pride  the  way 

our  Division  has  responded  to  the  crll  for  relief  work  "by  the  Red  Cross 

Society. 

"I  have  recently  learned  that  Gard  Corey,  an  inspector  at  Olathe, 
Colo.,  who  has  "been  with  the  service  since  1921,  has  donated  an  entire 
car  of  onions  for  shipment  to  Arkansas.     In  getting  this  car  ready  for 
shipment,  Mr.  Corey  gave  the  onions,  the  sacks,  and  his  time  in  the  super- 
vision of  the  porting  and  loading  of  the  car.    A  local  produce  house  fur- 
nished the  equipment,  power,  and  space  for  sorting.    A  number  of  the  local 
people  donated  their  time  to  sorting  and  loading  of  the  car.    This  car,  of 
course,  -  as  in  the  case  of  many  others,  -  rs  moved  to  destination  free 
of  charge  by  the  railroads." 


3a.    STORAGE  HOLDINGS  IN  CALIFORNIA  Ojf  FEBRUARY  15 

The  San  Francisco  office  sent  in  the  following  summary  of  cold  and 
dry-storage  holdings  of  apples,  pears,   onions  and  potatoes  in  California 
on  February  15,  with  comparative  figures  for  two  weeks  previous  and  one 
ye tar  ago  : 

Commodity  and  Unit  Feb.  15,   1931    Jan.  30,  1931    Feb.  15,  1930 

Apples  (Boxes)  2,0Ul,2Ug  2,304,l69  1,170,779 

Pears  (Boxes  and  Lugs)  207,5+53  252, 024  128,124 

Onions  (Sacks)  89,307  102,809  128, 124 

Potatoes  (Sacks)  220, 961  215,651  155,106 


4a.    CANADIAN  POTATO  IMPORTS 

The  Baltimore  Sun  of  February  25  says:     "The  enactment  of  a  modern 
version  of  'carrying  coals  to  Newcastle1  came  to  an  end  yesterday  with 
the  arrival  in  Baltimore  of  the  steamship  Skagatind.     The  Skagatind  was 
carrying  potatoes  to  Maryland,  and  that  in  the  face  of  the  potato-producing 
reputation  of  the  Eastern  Shore.     In  order  to  bring  the  potatoes  into  this 
country  the  importers  were  forced  to  scrle  a  tariff  wall  which  in  this 
case  amounted  to  75  cents  for  each  hundred  pounds.     Solace  for  Eastern 
Shore  farmers  was  to  be  found,  however,   in  the  fact  that  the  potatoes, 
unlike  the  Italian  tomatoes  which  aroused  opposition  last  year,  were  strict- 
ly of  the  Nordic  variety,  claiming  Nova  Scotia  and  the  nearby  Prince  Edward 
Island  as  their  country  of  origin.     The  Skagatind  carried  9> 35°  of 
these  Canadian  potatoes  in  her  hold  when  she  arrived.    They  were  consigned 
to  the  local  representatives  of  a  chain-store  concern.    Before  docking 
here  the  ship  discharged  21,000  bags  of  potatoes  and  15,000  bags  of  turnips 
at  New  York.    Local  shipping  men  said  yesterday  that  the  shipment  was  the 
first  of  its  kind  made  to  Baltimore  for  many  years.    They  attributed  the 
importation  to  a  shortage  in  the  local  crops  due  to  the  drought." 


Division  Letter,  .February  27,  1931 


135 


MASKS  I  HEWS  SERVICE 


lb .    I/iAIHE  POTATO  SITUATION  SLIGHTLY  STRONGER 

W.  D.  Hull  gent  the  following  report  from  Presque  Isle  under  date 
of  February  23 

"The  Maine  potato  situation  strengthened  slightly  during  the  past 
week.     The  firmer  feeling,  which  was  beginning  to  develop  at  the  close  of 
the  previous  week,  carried  over  and,  with  lighter  shipments,  the  market 
assumed  rather  a  firm  tendency.    There  was  no  advance  in  f.oTb,  prices, 
sales  being  made  on  the  basis  of  $1.30  per  100  pounds  sacked. 

"Mild  weather  throughout  the  week  did  not  bring  any  increase  in 
haulings  by  the  growers.     In  fact,  a  firmer  tendency  in  the  local  market 
caused  growers  to  curtail  haulings  to  such  an  extent  that  some  shippers, 
who  were  unwilling  to  lead  their  own  stock,  were  forced  to  raise  their 
street  price  a  nickel  in  order  to  get  potatoes  to  load.    The  street  price 
ranged  from  $1.75    to  $1.S5,  with  more  potatoes  bring  h ought  at  $1.20  and 
$1.85  011  Friday  and  Saturday  than  earlier  in  the  week.     Several  dealers, 
who  have  a  special  outlet  for  extra-nice  stock  and  always  pay  top  prices 
for  the  best,  paid  $1.90  and  it  was  rumored  on  Saturday  that  they  would 
pay  $2  per  barrel  on  Monday,  of  the  current  week? 

"Wire-inquiry  on  table  stock  was  rather  light  all  the  week,  but  in- 
quiry on  seed  stock  continued  brisk  until  Friday  and  Saturday,  when  there 
was  a  slight  falling-off  in  the  inquiry  for  seed  potatoes.    Brokers  re- 
ported many  wires  exchanged  with"'  "buyers  in  the  city 'markets  in  -unsuccess- 
ful attempts  to  raise  the  f.o.b.  prices.    Many  offers  which  the  brokers  re- 
ceived were  low,  and  it  required  the  exchange  cf  several  wires  before  the 
city  dealer  was  convinced  that  he  could  not  buy  for  less  than  the  prevail- 
ing price  of  .$1.30  f.o.b. 

"Shipments  the  past  week  will  fall  short  of  those    for  the  preceding 
week.    The  reduction  will  be  chiefly  in  table  stock,  for  shipments  of  both 
certified  and  selected  seed  will  closely  approximate  those  of  the  preceding 
week.    Distribution  of  table  stock  has  been  very  good  and  this  has  helped 
keep  the  shippers  in  an  optimistic  frame  of  mind,-: 

"^rices  cf  certified  Cobblers  strengthened  2^<p  to  kOfi  per  11-peck 
sack  during  the  past  week,  under  an  active  demand  and  a  limited  supply. 
The  majority  of  the  sales  were  around  $3*25  f.o.b.  for  11-peck  sacks," 
with  some  as  high  as  $3-50..    Selected  Cobblers  sold  from  $1.90  to  $2,25 
per  11-peck  sack,  with  most  sales  around  $2.     Certified  Green  Mountains 
moved  rather  slowly  at  $2.75— $3  f°r  11-peck  sacks.     Shippers  do  not  expect 
much  call  for  Mountains  until  March." 


2b .     CROP  ITOTES  FROM  COLORADO 

A  letter  of  February  21  from  Bryce  Morris,  at  the  Denver  office, 
gives  the  following  report  on  Colorado  potatoes  and  onions :- 

"There  seems  to  have  been  a  falling— off  in  demand  for  Brown  Beauty 
potatoes  the- past  week  and  prices  declined  slightly  to  the  lowest  prices 
of  this  year.    Farmers  were  paid  7^^-75^  Per  cwt.  for  No.  1  Beaut ys,  with 
good  Standards  mostly  at  70$.    Red  McClures  held  fairly  steady  with  a  mod- 
erate demand  at  S5^~90^  per  cwt.  for  Ho.  1  stock  and  S0^  on  Standards. 


(continued  over) 
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As  usual,  there  is  considerable  difference  of  opinion  concerning  the  sup- 
plies remaining  on  hand,  but  I  believe  there  is  no  question  but  that  the 
fined  movement  from  the  San  Luis  Valley  will  equal  cr  exceed  10,00Q  cars. 
Low  prices  have  tended  to  increase  the  feeding  of  poor-quality  potatoes 
and  have  increased  neglect  of  good  potatoes. 

"The  northern  Colorado  potato  section  has  been  shipping  moderately. 
Prices  have  been  steady  to  firm  to  growers  in  the  Greeley  district,  with 
best  Standard  Rurals  at  60{£  and  a  few  at  c~5$£.    No.  2 1  s  brought  50^-55^, 
with  the  bulk  at  55^.    Dealers'  carlot  sales  have  ranged  from  75^'  to  S0^. 
According  to  some  dealers,   only  half  of  the  northern  Colorado  potatoes 
have  been  shipped  to  date,  but  it  is  quite  doubtful  now  whether  this  sec- 
tion will  clean-up  all  potatoes  on  hand  unless  a  better  demand  materializes 
later.    Probably  5,500  cars  will  be  the  limit  of  the  1930-31  movement. 

"On  the  Western  Slope,  potato  shipments  have  continued  relatively 
light.     It  appears  that  only  one-half  of  the  present  crop  has  been  shipped 
to  date.     Sales  of  No.  1  Carbondale  Russets  were  reported  at"  60^-65^  cash 
to  growers,  while  Russet  Rurals  were  bringing  ^5^-50^  on  No.  1  even-weight 
sacks.    Occasional  lot's  of  Rurals  in  second-hand  sacks  sold  as  low  as  U0^ 
for  U.  S.  No.  1  grade. 

"The  onion  movement  from  the  Arkansas  Valley  has  continued  light. 
It  is  probable  that  15O  cars  remain  in  storage,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether 
this  many  will"~be  shipped.    Very  few  of  the  shipments  now  going  out  a.re 
of  No.  1  grade.    Most  cars  have  rolled  for  delivered  sales,  with  shipments 
so  light  that  an  f.o.b.  market  was  difficult  to  quote.    Occasional  sales 
of  twc-inch  Yalencias  in  100-pcund  sacks  were  reported  at  60^-65^  per  cwt. 
Large  Valencias  in  crates  brought  $1-$1.10  on  50' s  a.nd  around  ~[O0~SO<fi  on 
72's." 

3b .    TEXAS  CABBAGE  PRICES  AT  LOWEST  LEVEL  SINCE  1922 

The  very  discouraging  situation  for  cabbage  growers  in  southern 
Texas  is  described  by  W.  D.  Googe  in  the  following  letter  of  February  22:- 

"Prices  for  cabbage  in  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  last  week  reached 
the  lowest  mark   reported  since  1522.    Growers  have  received  from  $3  to  $5 
per  ton  for  their  haulings  delivered  at  car-doors,  with  the  bulk  of  the 
cabba,ge  going  at  $3*    At  these  prices,  shippers  are  talcing  only  U.  S.  No.  1 
medium  stock,   the  large,   small  paid  off-grade  cabbage  being  unmercifully 
culled  back.    Shipments  for  the  week  have  averaged  about  80  cars  daily. 
Probably  another  25  daily  have  gone  in  cars  of  mixed  vegetables.    With  a 
large  crop  on  hand,   it  is  estimated  that,  under  the  present  conditions,  75 
to  100  cars  each  day  are  going  to  waste  in  the  fields  or  being  disced-under, 
preparatory  to  planting  some  other  crop.    Carlot  prices  have  ranged  from  $7 
to  $9  Per  ton  f.o.b.  usual  terms,  and  from  $5  to  $7  cash-track.    Te  add  to 
the  discouragement  of  local  growers  and  shippers,  the  Corpus  Christi  and 
Robstown  sections  have  begun  shipping  in  a  light "wry  and  expect  to  increase 
their  loadings  materially  during  the  coming  week.    That  district  has  an 
advantage  of  about  $2  per  ton  over  the  Valley  in  cheaper  freight  rates  to 
eastern  -points. 

"Prices  for  root  crops  have  likewise  declined  to  new  low  levels. 
Carrots  are  being  sold  on  wire-orders  at  $1.10-$1.20  per  lettuce  crate,  and 
beets  a  nickel  or  a  dime  less.    These  prices  are  for  the  best  packs,  while 
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some  fair  to  ordinary  packs  have  "been  sold  as  low  as         and  $1.  Turnips 
are  plentiful  at  about  the  same  prices  as  "beet's.    Spinach  fluctuated  between 
35^  and         a  "bushel  "basket. 

"Almost  ideal  growing  weather  has  prevailed  during  the  last  -week, 
ihere  has  been  a  fair,  amount  of  sunshine,  and  temperatures  have  ranged  from 
55°  "to  75° •    Potatoes  and  beans  are  reported  to  have  shown  excellent  growth. 
Tomato  plants,  up  before  the  January  rains,  have  begun  to  show  renewed  vi- 
tality, while  later  plantings  appear  vigorous  and  about  as  la.rge  as  the 
earlier  crop." 

^b.    FLORIDA  CELERY  MOVEMENT  HEAVIER  AHD  QUALITY  BETTER 

J.  B.  Owens  wrote  as  follows  from  Sanford  in  a  letter  of  February 

23:- 

"  "Yferm  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  ideal  for  the  growth  of 
celery.    Fields  that  have  been  somewhat  delayed  are  now  showing-up  fine, 
and  it  is  expected  that  shipments  for  the  week  from  this  district  will  in- 
crease about  100  cars  over  those  of  last  week.    The  quality  cf  the  stock  is 
also  improving,  with  possibly  HO^'of  the  shipments  being  U.  S.  Ho.  1  quality. 

"While  the  demand  has  continued  good  and  prices  have  generally  held 
steady,  the  general  situation  does  not  seem  as  healthy  as  it  has  been  in 
the  past.     The  movement  into  consumption  in  terminal  markets  at  the  present 
prices  appears  to  be  slowing-up,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  f.o.b.  prices 
will  be  slightly  lower  before  the  end  of  the  week. 

nThe  f.o.b.  prices  have  held  practically  unchanged  for  the  past  two 
weeks,  with  a  slight  daily  fluctuation  on  certain  sizes  and  on  some  extra- 
fine  quality.     The  general  tendency  now  is  to  discount  3  dozen's,  while  the 
market  on  10  dozen's  is  stronger,  due  to  the  decreasing  percentage  of  small 
sizes  and  the  improvement  in  quality." 

5b.    VERY  LIGHT  MOVEMENT  OF  MICHIGAN  CROPS 

R.  E.  Keller  submitted  the  following  report  from  Grand  Rapids  on 
February  21 

"The  demand  for  Hichigr.ii  onions  during  the  past  seven  days  has  been 
very  light.    Total  shipments  have  been  e.  little  less,  but  this  has  been  oc- 
casioned mostly  by  the  poor  demand.    Prices  have  remained  quite  steady. 
Carl at  sales  on  U.  S»  No.  1  Yellows,  f.o.b.  western  Michigan  points,  have" 
ranged  mostly  30^-35^  f"cr  50~Poun(i  sacks,  and  60^-65^  for  100-pound  sacks. 
Shipments  to  date  are  about  73$  heavier  than  movement  to  the  same  time  last 
year. 

"The  potato  movement  continued'  light,  with  practically  all  of  the 
stock  being  billed  to  Michigan  points.    This  State's  movement  has  at  no  time 
during  the  season  been  large  enough  to  begin  to  supply  Detroit.    For  a  while, 
Maine  stock  was  the  major  source  "of  supply  of  that  city,  and  right  now 
Wisconsin  stock  is  predominating.    Michigan's  potato  shipments  to  date  total 
1,1+OS  cars,  as  against  3>003  cars  a  year  .ago." 

ABOUT  h$  CARLOADS  OF  BULK  GRAPEFRUIT'  from  Florida  have  been  unleaded 
in  the  market  territory  of  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  during  the  past  30 
days,  according  to, a  report  from  the  Minneapolis  office.    This  bears  on 
Par.  9b  in  this  issue  of  the  D.L. 
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6b.     VARIABLE  CONDITIONS  IIT  SOUTHERN  FLORIDA 

V.  H.  Nicholson  submitted  the  following  report  in  a  letter  dated 
February  21  at  Miami,  Florida:- 

"Weather  conditions  in  southern.  Florida  have  not  been  so  favorable 
as  last  week,  but  shipments  of  tomatoes  remained  in  about  the  same  volume. 
Quality  of  most  shipments  has  been  rather  ordinary,  although  there  have  been 
a  few  more  cars  of  fairly-good-quality'  stock  shipped  this  past  week.  It 
was  reported  that  the  West  Coast  of  Mexico  had  a  heavy  rain,  about  a  week 
ago,  and  the  demand  for  Florida  tomatoes  has  ""been  fairly  active,  with  con- 
siderable tracing  done  on  a  cash-track  basis. 

"Prices  have  varied  widely,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  stock. 
However,  most  of  the  cash-track  sales  have  been  at  prices  ranging  $2.75- 
$3.75  for  Fancy-count  in  six-basket  crates.     One  car  of  good  quality,  load- 
ed north  of  Ivliami,  was  reported  sold  at  $5  cash-track,  Kit  there  has  been 
very  little  stock  that  would  command  that  figure.     Several  cars  of  very- 
ordinary-  quality  stock  have  been  sold  on  a  usual  terms  basis  at  $2.25-$2«50 
for  Fancy  count.    A  few  cars  of  lugs  sold  at  prices  ranging  $2. 25-$ 2. 5°  for 
the  6x6  size  and  $1.75  for  'the  6x7  size.    Most  of  the  shipments  of  lugs 
have  been  sold  on  a  cash— track  basis. 

"Carlot  shipments  of  beans   .have  increased  slightly.    Movement  will 
probably  exceed  70  cars  this  week,  which  would  be  the  heaviest  since  Decem- 
ber.   Most  of  the  beans  are  still  coming  from  the  East  Coast  section,  but 
a  few  cars  -  and  several  express  lots  have  been  shipped  from  around  the  Lake. 
If  there  are  no  frosts  or  other  unfavorable  weather  conditions  within  the 
next  few  days,   shipments  from  the  Lake  section  should  soon  exceed  those  frcn 
around  Pompano  en  the  East  Coast. 

"Quality  of  the  bean  shipments  during  the  last  few  days  has  been  only 
fair,  and  the  price  at  Pompano  declined  quite  sharply  Wednesday  on  account 
of  the  approaching  holiday  and  the  somewhat  heavier  shipments.  Yesterday, 
most  of  the  good  Bountiful s  brought  $3.50-$14  at  the  express  platform  at 
Pompano,  and  Black  Valentines  $3.75-^.25.    The  quality  of  Wax  beans  has 
been  quite  variable,  but  the  best  stock  brought  $3~$3«5°  at  Pompano  yester- 
day. 

"Shipments  of  peppers  decreased  materially  this  week,  and  with  the 
lighter  shipments  prices  reacted  favorably.    Growers  have  been  getting  $1.75- 
$2  for  Fancy  and  75^-$l  for  Choice  stock  at  the  platform  at  Pompano.  _  These 
prices  are  not  much  higher  than  last  week,  but  the  tone  of  the  market  has 
improved,  and  a  much  larger  percentage  of  the  shipments  has  been  sold.  If 
the  market  continues  to  improve,   shipments  should  be  somewhat  heavier  next 
week." 


7b .    A  SPECIAL  REPORT  ISSUED  IIT  HEW  YORK  CITY 

The  following  letter  of  February  12  came  from  E.  R.  Biddle,   of  the 
ITew  York  City  office :- 

"Recently  I  started  delivering  a  special  report  to  about  50  members 
of  the  trade.    This  report  gives  the  shipments,  the  passings  through  Potom 
Yard,  Altoona,  Hornell  and  Buffalo,  together  with  the  day's  report  of  ar- 
rivals, unloads  and  cars  on  track.     I  have  had  many  very  nice  comments  on 
this  report,  especially  the  part  which  gives  the  local  track-holdings.  It 
is  mimeographed  and  leaves  the  cffice  shortly  after  11  a.m.  each  day." 
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gb.    WESTERN  HEW  YORK  I.1ARKET  VERY  QUIET  ' 

The  following  letter  of  February  25  came  from  R.  L._  Sutton,  of  the 


"There  has  "been  very  little  change  in  the  New  York  apple  situation. 
Domestic  demand  seems  to  be  for  the  lower,  grades  of  fru.it.  Exporters  are 
still  active,  taking  approximately  1.50  cars  of  the  total  movement  of  kk& 
for  the  week.  The  condition  of  apples  in  storage  is  variable;  some  scald 
and  rot  is  showing -up  in  some  sections.  Due  to  the  season  being  advanced 
about  10  days  or  two  weeks,  the  fru.it  now  in  storage  is  in  about  the  same 
condition  as  that  of  March  15  last  year. 

"The  demand  for  cabbage  has  been  very  slow  and  prices  are  barely 
holding  steady.     The  total  movement  this  season  to  February  23  bad  reached 
11,207  cars,  compared  with  10, 57U  last  season  to  the  sane  date.  Dealers 
are  not  buying  very  freely  from  the  growers  on  account  of  the  condition  of 
the  market.     Some  cars  are  rolling  on  consignment  or  for  joint  account. 

"The  potato  market  remains  rather  dull.    Growers  are  receiving  from 
60^  to  65^  per  bushel  from  the  dealers  at  country  loading  points. 

"Onions  continue  dull,  with  very  little  activity  in  the  market. 
Carrots  are  in  poor  demand,   shipments  averaging  around  seven  cars  daily." 


9b.    BULK  PL  OR  I  DA  GRAPEFRUIT  B5IITG-  SKIPPED  TO  TWIN  CITY  MARKETS 

Writing  in  a  letter  of  February  19?  H.  M.  Ferguson,  of  the  Minne- 
apolis office,  gave  the  following  interesting  information  on  grapefru.it 
from  Florida. :- 

"For  the  past  two  years,  receipts  of  Texas  grapefruit  have  been  grad- 
ually increasing  and  a  corresponding  drop  has  been  noted  in  receipts  of 
Florida  grapefruit  in  the  Twin  City  markets, especially  the  Duncan  variety. 
Within  the  past  month  or  so,  however,  several  cars  of  Duncans  from  Florida 
have  been  received,  loa,ded  in  bulk.     Some  of  these  have  been  straight  cars 
of  grapefru.it  and  some  have  been  mixed  grapefruit  and  oranges.    They  found 
a  very  ready  market  here.    The  stock  carried  well,  averaging  around  3?  decay. 
Some  bruised  stock,  of  course,  has  been  in  evidence,  considerable  of  which 
could  be  eliminated  by  the  use  of  some  sort  of  ventilated  covering  for  the 
floor-racks. 

"This  fru.it  has  been  costing  around  $2.50  per  cwt.  delivered,  and  is 
being  sold  mostly  by  the  pound,  although  some  sales  axe  made  by  count.  Four 
sizes  have  usually  been  -shipped,  96'  s  and  80' s  being  put  in  one  bin,  and 
6>+»s  and  70' s  in  another.     Where  the  larger  sizes  have  been  fairly  uniform, 
a.  great  portion"  is  sold  by  count,  as  it  has  been  found  that  1+0  grapefru.it  of"" 
that  size  fairly-well  fill  a  bushel  basket,  weighing  very  close  to  Ho  pounds. 
Considerable  fru.it  is  also  sold  by  weight,  packed  in  cabbage  crates,  while 
out-of-town  shipments  are  being  made  in  western  lettuce  crates.     It  is  be- 
lieved by  the  tra.de  that  shipments  will  continue,  as  the  bulk  stock  seems 
quite  popular  with  the  retail  tra.de.    All  shipments  sc  far  have  been  care- 
fully graded.     The  fro.it  is  of  good  quality,  and  I  understand  a.  great  part  of 
it  has  been  Brogdexed." 


9^b .     QUE  HUNDRED  COPIES  OF  AIPJAl  UI\TL0AD  SUMMARIES  HEEDED  4^ 
All  market  stations  should  plea.se  rna.il  to  the  Washington  office  lOO 
copies  of  their  annual  unload  summaries.    Do  not  overlook  this  matter. 


Rochester  office: 
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10b.    MANY  POTATOES  OF  POOR  QUALITY  IN  MIFNESOTA 

P.  M.  Ferguson  sent  the  following  report  from  Minneapolis  in  a 
letter  dated  'February  19 *— 

"The  Minnesota  table-stock  potatoes  are  having  a  hard  time  to  find 
a  home.     There  has  been  some  activity  the  last  few  weeks  in  seed  stock, 
both  certified  and  common  seed,  but  dealers  are  finding  it  harder  and 
harder  to  move  the  Hound  White  table  stock.     They  are  fortunate  in  one  re- 
spect in  that  during  the  early  part  of  the  sea.son  growers  anticipated  a 
rising  market  on  table  stock  and  would  not  sell  for  anything  less  than  $1 
per  cwt.,   the  result  being  that  very  few  dealers  here  own  any  white  stock, 
most  of  it  being  in  the  hands  of  the  growers.    The  quality  this  year  has 
been  poor  and  in  a  great  many  sections,  due  to  last  season's  long  dry  spell, 
the  yield  was  very  light. 

"No  one  in  the  industry  anticipates  any  bettermaxket .    Many  dealers 
here,  who  ordinarily  confine  themselves  quite  strictly  to  Minnesota,  and 
North  Dakota,  potatoes,  are  handling  practically  nothing  but  western  stock. 
It  is  freely  predicted  that,  unless  something  is  done  at  once  to  produce 
better-quality  potatoes  in  Minnesota,   this  State  will  pass  out  of  the 
picture,  as  far  as  potato-raising  is  concerned.    As  you  probably  know,  no 
rea.1  effort  has  ever  been  made  to  have  growers  grade  their  stock  carefully 
and  try  to  put  up  U.  S.  No,  1  quality.     In  fact,  certified  seed  many  times 
fails  to  come  even  near  meeting  the  requirements  for  U.  S.  No.  1,  though 
State'" certification  indicates  there  will  not  be  to  exceed  3$  defsots  of  U.S. 
No.  1." 


lib.     OREGON  CROP  CONDITIONS 

In  a  letter  of  February  lg  from  Portland,  J.  D.  Hamilton  included 
the  following  comments  on  Oregon  crops  :- 

"Roseburg  cauliflower  production  will  total  about  100  cars,  which 
is  about  equal  to  last  year's  production.    Four  or  five  shippers  and 
'associations'  are  scrambling  for  their  share  of  the  shipments,  which  will 
start  in  about  two  weeks.    Meanwhile,  all  factors  interested  in  the  deal 
are  occupied  in  their  customary  charitable  habit  of  praying  that  'something 
will  happen  to  the  California  crop,  to  destroy  it,  and  give  Oregon  a 
profit.1     Due  to  higher  production-costs  here,   it  is  only  in  seasons  of 
light  California  production  that  the  Oregon  crop  returns  a  profit. 

"Potatoes  and  onions  continue  dull.    No.  1  yellow  onions  and  No.  2 
Burbank  and  Netted  Gem  potatoes  are  netting  growers  about  20^  per  cwt., 
after  deducting  grading,   sacking,  and  hauling  costs. 

"The  past  winter  has  been  vastly  different  from  the  weather  of  a 
year  ago.    No  snow  at  all,  and  freezing-temperatures  just  two  mornings. 
Local  vegetables  have  been  plentiful  all  winter,  with  almost  'disastrous  re- 
sults to  carlot  distributors  specializing  in  southern  products,  larly 
spring  peas  are  several  inches  high,  and  spring  cabbage  is  growing  nicely. 
Portland  shows  a  rainfall  deficiency  of  k2  inches  in  the  last  J>0  months. 
Fields  are  dusty  now,   instead  of  muddy  as  usual.    Soil  is  well  saturated 
though,  as  most  of  the  excess  rainfall  just  runs  off  anyway. 

"There  is  a  great  abundance  of  food  arid  other  commodities  here,  due 
to  last  year's  bounteous  production;  but  a  scarcity  of  ready  money." 
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12b.    A  "TWELVE-CITIES  TRACE" REPORT 

A  recent  addition  to  the  central  circuit  of  the  leased  wire  is  a 
"Twelve  Cities  Track"  report,  giving  total  track-holdings  of  certain  com- 
modities in  the  12  principal  eastern 'and  midwest era  markets.     This  informa- 
•tion  has  -been  prepared  to  meet  numerous  requests  for  this  type  of  information, 
In  the  helief  that  it  will  prove  to  be  of  general  interest,   it  will  "be  sent 
to  all  offices  on  the  leased  wire,   starting "March  3j  and  wherever  possible 
it  should  be  published  in  the  daily  reports. 

The  vrlue  of  such  figures  will  be  mostly  to  indicate  the  day-to-day 
variations  of  market  supplies,  and  therefore  they  should  be  carried  in  a 
tabulation,   showing  the  comparative  totals  of  previous  days.    The  greater 
the  period  covered  by  such  tabulations,   the  greater  will  be  their  value,  but, 
where  space  does  not  permit  an  extensive  list,   it  is  suggested  that  at  least 
three  days'  figures  be  carried,  -  those  of  the  current  day,   the  preceding 
day,  and  the  same  day  of  the  previous  week.    Ordinarily,  track-holdings  ac- 
cumulate at  the  first  of  each  week  and  decrease  until  the  following  week-end. 
Therefore  a  comparison  of  Tuesday  and  Monday  of  this  week  with  Saturday  of 
last  week  would  not  be  as  valuable  as  a  comparison  of  Tuesday,  Monday,  and 
Tuesday  of  last  week.    A  suggested  arrangement  is  as  follows: 

Combined  Track-Holdings  in  Twelve  heading  Markets 

Potatoes    Cabbage  Onions    Lettuce    Celery    Spinach  Tomatoes 
Mar.  3,  Tuesday:      llkj        311    '  "   ]J+2         380  l6g  297 

"        2,  Monday  :      1279  37Ll         l60         397  199         273  57 

Feb.2H,  Tuesday:      1I+76        J§\         123         3^9  200         226  6S 

"      23,  Monday  :      1523       '335         172         U66  171         2UU-  60 

The  cities  included  in  this  list  are  Baltimore,  Boston,  Chicago, 
Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Detroit,  Kansas  City,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Pitts- 
burgh, St.  Louis,  and  Washington.    "The '"combined  totals  have  recently  been 
wired-out  between  1;00  and  1:30,  E.S.T.     Offices  which  release  their  bulle- 
tins before  the  current  day's  figures  are  received  might  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  carrying  the  tabulation  one  day  late,  for  at  least  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  to  determine  the  trade  reaction.    We  would  appreciate  hearing 
from  all  offices  as  to  any  comments  received,   in  order  to  determine  whether 
or  not  this  is  a  worth-while  addition  to  our  service  and  one  which  should 
be  continued  and  expanded. 

To  avoid  duplication,  the  "EASTERN  TRACK"  report  on  potatoes,  which 
has  been  wired  to  western  offices,  will  be  discontinued  after  March  5«  Those 
offices  which  have  been  using  this  report  can  continue  their  present  tabula- 
tions from  the  "Twelve  Cities  Track"  report,  by  noting  the  new  list  of  cities 
included. 


1 3b .    HEAVY  LOSS  OP  LETTUCE  PROM  RAINS  IN  IMPERIAL  VALLEY 

The  following  letter  of  February  21,  from  A.  E.  Prugh  at  Brawley, 
tells  of  the  rain-damage  to  lettuce  in  that  section:- 

"The  heavy  rain  last  week  practically  stopped  movement  of  let tuc  e  on 
the  12th,  13th,  lUth  and  15th.     Shipments  of  Thursday, February  12,  were 
packed  from  stock  in  the    .sheds,  hauled  the  day  before.     The  market  on  roll- 
ers took  a  sharp  advance  to  $2.75  one  clay>  "frut  by  Monday,  the  lGth,  shippers 
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vent  into  the  muddy  fields  and,  at  '"heavy  expense,  tried  to  get  some  lettuce 
on  the  market  at  the  higher  prices.    Mules  taken  into  the  fields  were  almost 
stuck  in  the  mud,  and  Mexican  laborers  had  to  carry  some  of  the  lettuce  out 
in  field  crates.    Then  caterpillar  tractors  would  pull  the  wagons  or  trucks 
up  the  mud  roads  to  the  pavement,    With  189  cars  out  the  17th,  mostly  of 
poor  quality  after  the  rain,  the  price  dropped  rapidly  to  $1.25-$1»40,  "but 
yesterday  (the  20th)  the  cash-track  market  was  somewhat  stabilized  at  $1.35- 
$  1 ,6 5 •    An  idea  of  the  deterioration  in  quality  can  "be  had  from  the  fact 
that  ""during  the  last  week  in  January'  about  60$  of  inspected  cars  graded. 
IT.  S.  No.  1  and  cn  February  20  only  two  cars  out  of  68  made  this  grade.  With 
new  fields  coming  on  next  week,  better  quality  is  expected. 

nIt  appears  that  from  10,000  to  15,000  acres  (of  the  total  1+1,000 
acres  for  this  season)  were  ruined  cn  account  of  rainy  weather  and  bursting 
of  heads.    Estimates  vary  on  the  quantity  yet  to  move.    Yields  may  be  heav- 
ier on  the  late  stock.    With  about  7»000  cars  out  by  the  19th,  probably  only 
U,000  more  will  move,  but  the  lettuce  deal  has  grown  to  be  so  big  in  the 
Valley  that  they  always  seem  to  be  able  to  get  lettuce  if  the  price  is  right. 
A  fairly-good  market  is  expected  the  balance  of  the  season,  but  no  high 
prices  on  account  of  business  conditions. 

"The  rain  extended  also  to  the'  Phoenix  district  of  Arizona,  and  re- 
ports indicate  that  the  spring  deal  there  may  hot  get  under  way  until  Mrrch 
20  or  25 •    This  would  give  Imperial  Valley  a  chance  to  clean  up,  as  many 
fields  of  very  late  lettuce  will  be  brought  on  earlier  by  the  recent  rain. 

"The  first  car  of  aspara,gu.s  moved  out  of  the  Valley  yesterday,  Febru- 
ary 20.     They  try  here  to  get  the  first  car  out  ahead  of  the  northern  dis- 
trict, but  in  recent  seasons  have  failed  to  do  so. 

"Wednesday,  the  18th,  two  cars  of  peas  moved  out  of  the  Valley.  They 
expected  to  load  a  car  the  previous  week,  but  rain  held  them  up.    The  rain 
is  expected  to  improve  the  quality  and  yield  of  peas,  unless  mildew  appears. 

"Carrot  shipments  are  increasing  now,  but  the  rain  may  cause  consider- 
able  loss,  on  account  of  the  stock  growing  too  large." 

lUb .    CHANGING-  food  habits 

An  editorial  in  '.'.he  Southern  Planter  for  February  1  says:  "The 
changing  food  habits  of  the  American  people  during  the  last  decade  are  worth 
the  consideration  of  the  trucker  and  others  who  make  a  business  of  producing 
food.    During  the  past  kO  years    the  per  capita  consumption  of  wheat  and 
corn  has  been  greatly  reduced,  while  the  consumption  of  dairy  products  and 
sugar  has  increasedstffi&dily.    During  the  last  seven  years  the  amount  of 
green  food  consumed  has  doubled,  while  that  of  stored  root  vegetables  has 
declined  proportionately.    Shipments  of  carrots  increased  from  1,630  cars 
in  1920  to  12,028  in  1929,  spinach  from  3,089  to  10,317,  strawberries  from 
7,207  to  18,732,  and  lettuce  from  13,788  to  53, 23^ .    Perhaps  the  most  out- 
standing cause  for  this  great  change  is  the  introduction  of  machinery  and 
labor-saving  devices,  which  reduce  the  need  of  such  large  quantities  of 
muscle-building  food.    A  second  reason  is  the  increasing  appreciation  of 
the  value  of  greens  in  the  diet.     Improvement  in  grading,  handling  and  pack- 
ing goods  tc  make  an  appeal  to  the  eye  of  even  the  casual  observer  also 
bears  a  part  of  the  responsibility.     Improved  transportation  facilities, 
making  it  possible  to  ship  the  most  perishable  fruits  and  vegetables  across 
the  continent  in  perfect  condition,   is  another  important  factor  in  the  case." 


WENDELL  CALHOUN,  Marketing  Specialist 
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TEi^OEAHY  FIELD  STAT  I  PES  OF  MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 
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B.  E.  Surry  in  Chicago,       W.  F.  Cox  in  Sari  Francisco  (301  Wells  Fargo  Bldg.) 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc.    3EVISED  "F.P.I.-g"  LIST  SENT  TO  CITY  OFFICES 

There  are-H-2  city  or  receivxiig«-.p'oint  inspection -off ices  of  the 
Food  Products  Inspection  Service.    These  are  listed  on  the  long  sheet, 
which  is  designated  as  "F.P.I.-g"  and  which  describes  briefly  the  functions 
and  operations  of  the  service.     This  form  or  list  has  "been  revised  tinder 
date  of.  February  11,  1931  >  copies  of  the  revised  sheet  were  sent  with 

last  week's  D.L.  to  all  these  city  offices.    Any  other  inspectors,  de- 
siring a  copy  of  the  revised  list,   can  obtain  one  or  more  from  the  Washing- 
ton office. 


2c.    FL0P.I3A  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS 

0.  C-.  Strauss,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Florida,   submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  inspections  at  shipping  ^joints  in  that  State  for  the 
period  February  1-1 5:-  "   .  . 

FPU  ITS 

G'  fruit    Orange  s    Tangerines    Mixed  Total 
Fruit  inspections  Feb.  1-1 5:         11  59  2  IS  90 

"  »  to  Jan.  31:       ]42k        U96  37  303  1260 


"  through  Feb.  15:  U35 


555 


JL 
39 


J01 
321  1350 


VEGETABLES 
Cab-  Car-  Cel-  Pep- 

Beets  bage  rots  ery  Cuke  s  Letc.  pers  Stbr .  Toas .  I -bed .  Total 

Vegs.  Feb.  1-15:      1        -        1    37S  ~     -        2         1  22       -  -       -  U05 

»          to-  Jan. 31:      -   2_  _^    U67      15       -       60  g      38        21  6ll 

Through  Feb.  15:      1        2       1    SU5      15        2       6l  30      3S        21  10l6 


Total  fruit  and  vegetable  inspections  Feb.  1—1 5: 


k35 


Season  totals  through  February  15* 
Year:-        •    1931  1930  1929  192S  1927 

Cars:-  2366'  1698  22U9  1U5I  2U31 

In  a  letter  dated  February  l6,  Mr.  Strauss  sent  the  following  crop 
notes  relating  to  Florida  vegetables  and  berries :- 

"The  weather  this  season  has  bean  the  worst  I  have  ever  seen  on 
vegetables.    All  the  operators  using  inspection  are  still  using  it,  but  ship- 
ments have  been  cut  down  materially  by  excessive  ra.ins  and  cold,  duality 
has  also  been  lowered.    On  celery,  I  don't  believe  10$  of  our  inspections 
show  No.  1  grade.    Strawberries  were  clearly  out  until  the  last  few  days, 
and  the  crop  has  been  so  delayed  that  shipments  will  be  lighter  than  for  a 
number  of  years.    Tomatoes  on  the  East  Coast  have  been  hurt  by  cold  and 
wind,  as  well  as  by  too  much  rainfall,  and  shipments  will  not  be  heavy  un- 
til next  month." 


THE  NSW  OFFICE  BUI  LP  IPG  for  the  Dept.  of  Agriculture  in  Washington, 
just  south  of  the  Main  Building,  is  being  rapidly  erected.  All  the  steel 
framework  is  completed  and  the  stone  and  brick  work  is  going  forward. 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  0?  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  NOHK 


State 


FLORIDA: 


MAINE : 


LOUISIANA: 


TEXA.S: 


NEW  YORK: 


ARIZONA: 


Supervisor 


0.  &.  Strauss, 
P.O.  Bo;;  lgg, 
Orlando,  Fla. 

G-.  R.  Warren, 
Caribou,  Maine 

E.  S.  Moles, 

University  Station, 
Eaton  Rouge,  La. 

H.  T.  Longino, 

Roon  5>  Madison  Hotel, 
Harlingen,  Texas 

J.  A.  Marks, 

310  Triangle  Bldg., 
Rochester,  11.  Y. 

R.  H«  Bertelson, 
BBB  Bldg.,. 

No gales,  Arizona 


Products 


Citrus 


Potatoes 


Svreet- 

Sopt 

.  1 

potatoes 

Vegetables 

Nov. 

5 

Citrus 

Oct. 

1 

Vegetables 

Nov. 

20 

Pru.it  s  & 

Oct. 

27 

vegetables 

Mexican 

Dec. 

1 

tomatoes 


Approximate  date  of 


Opening 


Aug.  27 


Sept.  1 


Closing 


May  1 

Apr .  1 

Mar.  15 

Mar .  1 5 

Mar.  15 
Mar.  15 

Apr .  1 

I/Lay  1 


REPORTS  regarding  Ohio  shipping-point  inspections  can  be  obtained 
by  addressing  M.  W.  Baker,  at  our  Columbus  office. 

Indiana  and  Michigan  shipping-point  inspection  reports  can  be 
had  from  the  Federal-State  Inspection  Service, 
Court  House,  Warsaw,  Indiana. 


The  next  two  items  have  been  taken  from  California  "Inspectors1 
Notes,"  published  at  Sacramento  on  February  20;- 

3c .    HEAVY  RAINS  RETARD  IMPERIAL  VALLEY  SHIPMENTS 

Heavy  rains  last  week  (Feb.  8-lH)  in  the  Imperial  Valley  played 
havoc  with  the  quality  of  the  lettuce,  and  decidedly  reduced  the  shipments 
and  inspections  there.     The  personnel  has  been  reduced  to  31  nien^  and  ad- 
ditional reductions  will  take  place  from  now  en. 

He.     SANTA  MARIA  INSPECTIONS  HEAVY 

Inspections  in  the  Santa  Maria  district  of  California  the  past  week 
have  shown  a.  considerable    increa.se,  as  the  cauliflower  shipments  have  gotten 
under  way. '  The  personnel  consists  of  eight  men  including  Henry  Lrashner, 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  district. 
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5c .     CROP  NOTES  -FROM  SOUTH  CAROLINA 

George  i.  Prince,   Supervising  Inspector  at  Aiken,  S.C.,  wrote  as 
follows  in  a  letter  of. February  20:- 

"I  have  just  visited  the  Charleston  potato  district  and  find  that 
both  cabbage  and  potatoes  are  inv excellent  shape.    The  acreage  of  both  crops 
is  about  the  same  as  last  year,  and  the  tonnage  contracted  for  inspection 
will  be  about  the  same  as  in  193  •     It  Is  probable  that  some  of  the  inde- 
pendent growers  and  shippers  will  also  desire  inspection  this  season.  A 
considerable  quantity  of  asparagus  will  be  inspected  this  spring." 

E«-  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 


REGULATORY  ACTIVITIES 


le.    SUMMARY  OF  OPITOIS  BY  THE  SOLICITOR  UNDER  THE  P.A.C.  ACT 

With  this  D.L.,  all  technical  employees  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Division  and  all  cooperative  inspectors  will  receive  copies  of  a  seven- 
paged  pamphlet,  entitled:  "Summary  of  Opinions  Rendered  by  the  Solicitor 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural 
Commodities  Act,  1930«"    This  is  dated  February  S^,"  and  should  be  kept 
carefully  for  future  reference,  along  with  the  P.A.C.  Memorandum  to  Field 
Men,   issued  on  February  10. 

2e .     COPIES  OF  COMMISSION  MERCHANTS  LICENSES  AVAILABLE 

Copies  of  licenses  issued  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodi- 
ties Act  of  1930  may  be  obtained,  upon  request  and  upon  payment  of  a.  fee 
of  $1  for  each  copy,  from  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  ac- 
cording to  an  amendment  to  rules  and  regulations  for  carrying  out  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act.     It  is  also  provided  that  "any  person  desiring  to  file 
a  claim  for  damages  under  the  provisions  of  sections  5  an(l  6  (a)  of  the 
Act  may  file  a  complaint  with  the  Chief  of  Bureau  (Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics)  at  any  time  within  nine  months  after  the  cause  of  action  accru.es." 

F.  G.  ROBB, 
In  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch. 

OFFICE  NOTES: 

We  regret  to  report  that  R.  M.  Ferguson,  inspector  in  Minneapolis, 
was  injured  by  the  shifting  of  cars,  while  about  his  inspection  work,  and 
he  will  have  to  be  off  duty  for  several  days.    W.  J.  Bertush,  of  the 
Chicago  staff,  has  been  sent  to  Minneapolis  to  handle  the  work  during 
Mr.  Ferguson's  absence. 

F.  S.  Kinsey  will  this  week  finish  his  supervision  of  inspections 
in  Virginia,  but  will  remain  in  the  Winchester  district  a  few  more  days 
to  inspect  some  cold-storage  apples  intended  for  export.    During  the 
latter  part  of  next  week,  he  will  proceed  to  the  New  York  City  office, 
where  he  will  be  stationed  for  a  considerable  length  of  time, 
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1 a .    CHANGES  INCIDENT  TO  P.A.C.  WORK 

The  following  list  of  changes  in  assignment  and  location  must  Toe 
regarded  as  partially  tentative,  because  some  of  the  men  cannot  move  immed- 
iately and  unforeseen  circumstances  may  force  changes  of  plan  in  one  or 
two  cases.    Usually  personnel  actions  are  not  recorded  in  the  Division  Letter 
until  they  are  actually  consummated,  "but  the  expansion  of  P.A.C,  work  and 
the  establishment  of  several  new  inspection  offices  have  been  anticipated 
for  several  months  and  we  feel  that  the  field  force  should  know  our  plans 
as  rapidly  as  they  are  developed  into  definite  programs. 

W.  K.  Steinbauer  and  W.  G.  Lensen  are  being  transferred  from  the  Bostor 
inspection  office  and  the  Detroit  market-news  office  respectively  to  Associate 
Marketing  Specialist  positions  in  the  administration  of  the  P.A.C.  work,  with 
headquarters  in  Washington.    W.  E.  Plummer,  of  New  Haven,  is  succeeding  Mr. 
Steinbauer  in  Boston,  and  R.  W.  Tyson  is  expected  to  succeed  Mr.  Pkummer  in 
New  Haven. 

A  new  inspection  office  is  being  opened  at  Des  Moines.    R.  C.  Lind- 
strom  will  be  transferred  from  Chicago  to  that  point.     The  new  inspection 
office  to  be  opened  at  Tulsa  will  be  under  the  charge  of  R.  B.  Landrum,  who 
will  be  transferred  from  New  York.    An  inspection  office  is  to  be  opened  at 
Dallas  and  this  assignment  has  been  offered  to  A.  H.  Polster,  now  in  Cincin- 
nati.    It  is  expected  that  the  opening  of  this  office  will  make  it  possible 
for  M.  C.  Gregory, of  Fort  Worth,  to  devote  part  of  his  time  to  P.A.C.  work, 
Then  required.     The  inspection  office  to  be  established  at  Birmingham  is 
being  tentatively  offered  to  W.  W.  Anderson,  of  the  New  York  staff,  provided 
his  health  permits  his  early  return  to  regular  duty.    It  is  planned  to  re- 
open Louisville  as  a  joint  P.A.C.  and  inspection  office,  and  a  request  has 
been  started  for  the  reinstatement  of  T.  C.  Curry,  formerly  in  charge  of  cur 
market-news  and  inspection  work  in  Atlanta,  to  take  charge  at  Louisville, 
probably  reporting  for  duty  soon  after  the  15th  of  March.    A  few  of  these 
changes  necessarily  involve  others,   some  of  which  may  be  decided  by  the 
time  this  Division  Letter  is  received.    Absence  of  Mr.  Boree  in  the  South 
is  delaying  final  decision  on  Mr.  Lensen' s  successor  in  Detroit, 

WELLA  A.  SHERMAN 

2a.    PLEASE  REIvDSMBSR  THE  CHAI;GS  OF  HOURS  IN  WASHINGTON 

As  a  result  of  the  recent  Act  of  Congress,  granting  Government  em- 
ployees a  half-holiday  on  Saturday  throughout  the  year,  the  Washington 
office  will  close  at  1  P.M.  each  Saturday,  and  no  wires  requiring  prompt 
answer  should  be  sent  to  Wrshington  after  that  hour. 


(Page  1U7) 


3a.    BILLS  OF  IADIHG- 

Attention  is  cr.lled  to  the  following  memorandum,  just  received  from 
the  Office  of  the  Secretary j~ 

In  view  of  the  refusal  in  some  instances  of  common  carriers  to  ac- 
cept for  transportation  Department  material  under  the  standard  Government 
hill  of  lading  form  No.  1058,  G.A.O.,  General  Regulations  ho.  69,  without 
the  cancellation  therefrom  of  section  7  of  "Conditions"  under  "General 
conditions  and  instructions"  on  the  reverse  of  the  form,  which  section 
reads;     "In  case  of  loss,  damage,  or  shrinkage  in  transit,  the  rules  and 
conditions  governing  commercial  shipments  shall  not  apply  as  to  period 
within  which  notice  thereof  should  he  given  carriers  or  to  period  within 
which  claims  therefor  shall  be  mr.de  or  suit  instituted,  "  officers  and  em- 
j)loyees  of  the  D^artment  "by  whom  hills  of  lading  are  executed  on  behalf 
of  the  Department  should,   in  case  of  such  specific  refusal,  cancel  the  sec- 
tion in  question  and  annex  thereto  and  sign  with  official  title  a  marginal 
note,   "Cancelled  prior  to  execution  under  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture. 11     The  deletion  of  the  section  should  be  confined  to  the  cases 
where  the  carrier  makes  this  action  a  condition  precedent  to  the  trans- 
portation of  the  material. 

k  a .     SPECIFIC  AUTHOR  I ZAT I  PIT  REQUIRED  FOR  RTRCHASE  0?  SUPPLIES  III  OPEN  MARKET 

The  attention  of  all  branch  offices  is  called  to  the  following  item, 
which  appeared  in  The  B.A.E.  Hews  of  February  2^4-,  1931>  page  3: 

"The  Bureau  Stock  List  has  been  revised  recently  and  a  copy  should 
be  in  every  office.     This  list  covers  all  supplies  in  general  use.  Sup-, 
plies  required  by  an  office  and  not  included  in  the  Stock  List  should  be 
requisitioned  in  the  usual  way  with  the  item  number  left  blank.     If  the 
requisition  is  approved,  the  supplies  ordinarily  will  be  procured  in 
Washington  from  the  contractor  under  the  General  Schedule  of  Supplies  and 
shipped  to  the  field  office. 

"No  purchase  of  supplies  should  be  made  locally  by  a  field  office 
u.nless  such  purchase  has  been  specif ieally  authorized.    Exception  is  ma.de 
in  case  of  an  absolute  emergency,  provided  the  necessity  for  such  emergency- 
purchase  is  fully  exxolained  when  voucher  is  transmitted.     On  account  of  the 
restricted  supply  of  yearly  contract  schedules  now  furnished  the  Bureau, 
it  is  not  possible  to  supply  field  offices  with  copies." 

The  Bureau  Stock  List  referred  to  is  the  revision  of  September  1, 

1930. 


5a.    PRODUCT  1 01!  AID  CARRY-OVER  OF  CONTAINERS 

A  compilation  has  just  been  issued  in  mimeographed  form  on  the 
"Production  and  Carry-Over  of  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Containers  for  the  Year 
1930.»    This  was  prepared  by  Mrs.  Gladys  Burrows  of  L.  C.  Carey's  section 
in  Washington.    Copies  of  this  valuable  20-paged  pamphlet  can  be  obtrined 
on  request,  directly  from  Mr.  Carey. 
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"     MARKET  MEWS  SERVICE  ~T 

1  b .    BLIGHT  AFFECTING  POTATO  CROP  117  RIO  GRANDE  VALLEY 

The  serious  conditions  which  have  developed  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley 
of  Texas  are  described  in  the  following  letter  of  March  1  from  f.  D.  Googe, 
at  Brownsville :- 

"Potato  growers  in  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  were  upset  last  Monday, 
when  it  was  reported  that  la.te  "blight  was  making  its  appearance  for  the 
first  time  in  this  territory.    On  Tuesday  it  was  evident  that  some  fields, 
particularly  the  more-advanced,  were  about  finished,   so  far  as  this  year's 
crop  is  concerned.     The  demand  for  spraying  and  dusting-materials  quickly 
depleted  the  small  stocks  on  hand,  and  the  chemical  mixing-plants  were  work- 
ing day  and  night.    Fairly  cool  nights,  partly  cloudy  days,  and  heavy  fogs 
in  early  morning  were  reported  favorable  to  the  rapid  spread  of  blight.  Some 
larger  growers  employed  airplanes  to  dust  their  fields.    By  the  end  of  the 
week,   the  potato  sections  had  been  about  covered.     Saturday  brought  mostly 
sunshine  and  other  conditions  favorable  to  halting  the  disease;     last  night 
was  rainy,  and  today  has  been  featured  by  continuous  rain  which  at  times 
amounts  to  a  torrential  downpour. 

"It  was  estimated  that  the  yield  this  season  will  be  cut  from  20$  to 
H-Ofo  in  the  pota.to  crop  as  a  whole.     Some  fields  will  show  a,  total  loss.  A 
few  growers  have  reported  blight  as  attacking  their  beans  and  tomatoes.  Un- 
less the  Valley  gets  more-favorable  weather  within  a  few  days,  damage  will 
continue  to  increase.     Growers,   shippers  and  bankers  are  not  cheerful  over 
the  outlook. 

"The  cabbage  situation  remains  about  unchanged,  except  that  a  better 
wire- inquiry  has  been  reported  during  the  last  two  days.     The  sections  around 
Robstown  and  Corpus  Christi  have  begun  shipping,  and,   if  the  market  were  fav- 
orable, would  probably  ship  U0  to  50  cars  daily.     It  is  believed  that  the 
Valley  could  ship  100  cars  or  more  daily,   if  prices  justified,  and  it  is  re- 
ported that  Louisiana  and  Alabama  could  furnish  a  considerable  volume.  It 
is  hoped  that,  with  supplies  of  storage  cabbage  cleaning-up  and  with  the 
advent  of  spring  when  the  employment  situation  in  northern  States  becomes 
better,   the  consumption  of  southern  cabbage  will  increase. 

"Beet s  and  carrots  continue  to  be  shipped  in  moderate  volume,  at  about 
the  same  prices  as  prevailed,  a  week  ago.     The  demand  for  spinach  is  fair, 
but,  at  prices  being  paid  in  the  Winter  Garden  section,  Valley  shippers  load 
their  spinach  almost  entirely  in  mixed  cars.     In  this  manner  they  are  able 
to  realize  10^-15^  per  bushel  more  than  they  can  in  straight  cars." 

2b .    MICHIGAN  F.O.B.  MARKETS  VERY  QUIET 

R.  E.    Keller  sent  the  following  report  from  Grand  Rapids  on 
February  28:- 

"With  probably  over  1,200  cars  yet  in  storage,  Michigan  has  the 
largest  quantity  of  onions  on  hand  of  any  of  the  la.te  States.     It  is  likely 
that  not  all  of  the  onions  will  be  shipped,  on  account  of  market  conditions: 
yet,   if  the  remaining  stock  is  to  move,   shipments  must  pick-up.     The  f.o.b. 


(continued  over) 
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carlot  prices  have  held  fairly  Steady  all  week,  the  market  on  U.  S.  Ho.  1 
Yellows  in  100-pound  sacks"  ruling  between  57^  an(l  70^,  with  50-pound 
sacks  between  30^  and  35^. 

"The  potato  situation  is  very  quiet,  with  both  demand  and  offerings 
continuing  light.    The  f.o.b.  market  remained  about  steady.    Aside  from  a 
few  cars  of  seed,  distribution  was  mostly  to  Michigan  points." 

Jo .    A  BLIZZARD  I1T  EASTERU  COLORADO 

The  following  letter  of  February  2S,  from  Bryce  Morris  at  Denver, 
tells  of  weather  conditions  and  of  crops  a,nd  markets  in  Colorado:- 

"Eastern  Colorado  was  experiencing  a  considerable  blizzard  on  Satur- 
day morning,  with  snow  five  to  six  inches  deep  from  Denver  to  Greeley  before 
noon,  and  snow  still  falling, 

"San  Luis  Valley  potato  shipments  have  continued  fairly  liberal. 
The  market  tendency  has  been  slightly  lower  this  week,  with  No.  1  Brown 
Beautys  at  65^-70^,  mostly  70f\  cash  track  to  growers.    Demand  for  McClures 
was  particularly  slow,  following  the  lower  prices  in  Chicago  for  best  quality 
stock. and  dealers  generally  were  paying  gj^  for  Ho.  l's.     In  the  Greeley 
district,  prices  to  growers  have  declined  slightly,  with  dealers  generally 
paying  55^  per  cwt .  for  Standard  Grade  Rural s  and  Ho.  2's  at  5°^« 

"Shipments  of  potatoes  from  the  Western  Slope  have  been  moderate. 
Dealers  report  buying  cars  from  the  farmers  at  45^  on  Ho.  1  Rural s  and  60^ 
on  Ho.  1  Russet  Burbanks.     It  is  interesting  to  note  that  110  Idaho  potatoes 
have  been  unloaded  in  Denver  for  the  past  30  days,  due  to  the  lower  price 
of  western  Slope  Russets  which  shutout  Idaho  competition.    The  quality  of 
potatoes  from  the  Ca.rbondale  district  this  year  is  good. 

"Onion  shipments  have  been  light  from  the  Arkansas  Valley,  with  the 
season  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close.     Shipments  total  1,1S6  cars.    Last  season 
at  this  time  2,077  cars  had  been  shipped,  while  the  final  movement  was  2,557 
cars.     It  is  probable  that  the  1930  crop  movement  will  total  approximately 
1,250  cars.     On  account  of  light  shipments,   too  few  sales  were  reported  to 
quote  a  consistent  market,  with  most  cars  rolling  for  delivered  sales. 
Onion  shipments  from  the  Western  Slope  have  been  very  light,  with  practically 
no  demand.    The  seasonal  movement  is  519  cars,  compared  with  1,148  last 
year.    Dealers  were  reported  paying  20^  per  cwt.  for  bulk  Ho.  1  Danvers, 
while  usual-terms  sales  were  made  around  40^  per  cwt'.  on  1^-inch  minimum 
stock  and  45^~50^  on  2-inch  minimum." 

4b.    ADDITIONAL  MARKET IHG  SUMMARIES  ISSUED 

Three  additional  mimeographed  summaries  have  recently  been  issued 
"Marketing  Louisiana  Strawberries,  1330  Season,"  by  J.  P.  Klein. 
"Marketing  Arizona.  Spring  Lettuce,  1330  Season,"  by  R.  H.  Lamb. 
"Marketing  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas  Potato  Crop,  1930 
Season,"  by  W.  D.  Googe. 

ALL  MARKET  REPORTS  from  branch  offices  should  be  speeded-up  as  much 
as  possible  on    Saturday  mornings,  because  of  the  half-holidays  in  Washing- 
ton the  year  round.  Cooperation  of  market  reporters  in  this  respect  will  be 
greatly  appreciated  by  all  in  Washington  office. 
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5t>.     SIZE  AND  YIELD  01  FLORIDA  CELERY  INCRSAS ING 

J.  B.  Owens  reported  as  follows  on  March  2  from  Smiford,  Florida:- 

"The  warm  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been  very  favorable  for  growth 
of  celery,  and  there  has  been  a  decided  increase  in  the  general  size  of  the 
stalks,  making  the  percentage  of  3  an(l  ^  dozens  rather  heavy.    There  was  a 
light  rain  on  Saturday,  with  a  more  general  rain  on  Monday,  which  stopped 
practically  all  operations  for  the  day.     It  is  questionable,  at  this  tine, 
just  what  effect  these  rains  will  have  011  the  crop,  other  than  cause  a  fur- 
ther increase  in  the  size  of  the  stalks.    The  average  yield  for  the  district 
has  increased  to  better  than  600  crates  to  the  acre,  with  a  possibility  of  a 
further  increase  during  the  coming  week. 

"Shipments  from  this  district  averaged  approximately  60  cars  a  day 
for  the  past  week,  compared  with  an  average  of  100  cars  daily  during  the 
corresponding  period  last  year.    The  probable  movement  for  this  week  will 
be  about  the  same  as  last  week,  provided  operations  are  not  hindered  too 
much  by  the  rainy  weather.    General  quality  of  the  stock  now  being  shipped 
is  very  good.    The  improvement  in  the  bleach  and  length  of  the  stalks  are 
in  general  responsible  for  this.     There  have  been  some  signs  of  pink  rot 
in  the  fields,  but  hardly  enough  to  be  any  factor  at  this  time. 

"The  heavy  percentage  of  3  o<ricl.  h  dozerfs  1ms  s'lowed-up  the  demand  for 
these  sizes,   with  a  consequent  decline  in  prices.     The  10-inch  crates  of 
3  dozen's  in  the  rough  are  now  selling  at  $2,  and  U  dozen1 s  at  $2-$2,25, 
with  the  possibility  that  prices  on  these  sizes  will  decline  further  during 
the  week.     The  demand  for  6  to  10  dozen's  has  been  very  good,  and  prices 
have  held  steady  on  these  sizes  at  $2-$2«50  per  crate." 

6b .    WISCONSIN  POTATOES  DOM  TO  ONE  DOLLAR  F.O.B . 

C.  D.  Schoolcraft  sent  the  following  letter  from  Waupaca  on 
February  27  J- 

"The  Wisconsin  potato  market  has  developed  further  weakness  during 
the  past  few  days,  with  the  result  that  the  carlo t  price  has  dropped  from 
a  level  of  $1.10—$1.15  late  last  week  to  a  general  price  of  $1.  per  cwt.  at 
the  present  time.     It  is  only  the  exceptional  car  that  is  able  to  command 
a  higher  price.    This  is  the  lcwest  level  to  which  the  Wisconsin  prices  have 
dropped  this  season,    This  was  largely  due  to  a  steady  decline  in  the  mar- 
ket for  Wisconsin  potatoes  in  Chicago,  where  the  price  has  dropped  5 ^—1 5 ^ 
during  the  past  week.    The  Chicago  market  this  morning  was  $ 1 . 2C-$ 1.25  ^or 
the  average-run  Wisconsin  Round  Whites,   which  hardly  justifies  an  f.o.b, 
price  of  $1  here.    However,  the  fact  that  Kaine  prices  are  holding-up  has 
given  Wisconsin  an  opportunity  to  go  a  little  farther  east  and  gain  a  little 
wider  distribution  the  past  few  days, 

"The  price  to  farmers  has  fallen  to  a  level  of  10<p  per  cwt.  bulk,  at 
most  of  the  central  Wisconsin  points.    Despite  this  decline,  haulings  have 
been  fair  all  this  week.    Exceptional  weather,  the  kind  that  Florida  and 
California  advertise,  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  haulings  holding-up,  des- 
pite the  price  declines >     I  do  not  believe  that  the  farmers  in  general  have 
given  up  hope  for  the  future  of  this  year's  market,  but  I  can  scarcely  say 
so  much  for  the  shippers." 

7b .    GREEN-PSA  ACREAGE  INCREASING 

Plantings  of  green  peas  have  been  greatly  increased  during  recent 
years,  especially  in  the  West.  Last  year  nearly  7»3^0  cars  of  peas  were 
shipped  from  all  producing  sections,   compared  with  2,700  cars  in  1925. 
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gb.    CROP  A1TD  MARKET  CONDITIONS  IH  SOUTHHRU  FLORIDA: 

V.  H.  Nicholson  sent  the  following  report  from  Miami  .under  date  of 
February  28 :- 

"Shipnents  of  southern  Florida  vegetables  are  only  slightly  heavier 
than  last  week.    The  rain  on  Tuesday  and  coaler  weather  on  Thursday  retarded 
the  movement  of  beans  and  tomatoes,  but  had  little  effect  on  the '.movement  of 
peppers.    A  high  wind  in  the  Lake  Okeechobee  area  about  the  middle  of  the 
week  is  reported  to  have  damaged  the  crop  of  beans  in  that  locality. 

"The  prices  of  good  beans,  at  Ponpano  this  week  have  held  fairly  steady 
at  mostly  $k- $k.^0  for  Bountifuls,  with  Slack  Valentines  at  $3-$H.25,  accord- 
ing to  quality.    Wax  beans  have  sold  at  prices  ranging  $2.50-$3«25>  with  an 
occasional  lot  higher.    Quality  of  most  offerings  of  Bountifuls  has  been 
fairly  good,  but  the  quality  of  both  Black  Valentines  and  Wax  has  been 
rather  variable . 

"Shipnents  are  expected*  to  increase,  as  the  acreage  around  Lake  Okee- 
chobee is  ready  for  harvest.     If  favorable  weather  prevails,   shipnents  should 
increase  materially  during  March.    While  it  is  getting  late  for  a  severe 
frost  in  most  Florida  sections,   the  worst  one  of  last  season  cane  on  March  h 
and  5>  and  there  is  still  a  possibility  that  one  nay  yet  occur  this  season. 

"Quality  of  the  tomato  shipments  remains  rather  ordinary,  but  there 
has  been  a  slight  improvement  this  week.     Shipnents  are  expected  to  increase 
next  week,   if  the  weather  continues  favorable.     The  present  prospects  indi- 
cate a  lighter  movement  during  March  than  last  season,  with  the  peak  movement 
during  the  first  week  of  April  and  a  moderate  movement  during  April  and  into 
May.    The  cool,  rainy  weather . during  December  and  January  interfered  with 
the  planting  of  the  crop  and,  as  a  consequence,  there  has  been  a  greater 
proportion  of  late  plantings. 

"Prices  of  tomatoes  have  varied . as  widely  as  the  quality.    Most  of  the 
second-gra.de  marks  have  sold  around  $2.50  for  Fancy  count  in  six-basket  crate 
on  a  usual-terms  basis.    The  better  quality  stock  has  been  sold  on  a  cash- 
track  basis  at  prices  ranging  $2. 75-$ 3* 75  -or  Fancy  count,  and  one  car  was 
reported  sold  at  $U  for  Fancy  count.    Lugs  ha.ve  ranged  $2.25-$2.65  for  the 
6x6  size  and  $1.75-$2  for  the  6x7  size  on  a  cash  basis.. 

"The  market  for  peppers  has  held  fairly  well  this  week,  with  most 
sales  of  Fancy  at  $2,  although  there  have  been  a  few  sales  of  best  quality 
at  $2.25.     Choice  ha.ve  been  selling  at  a  discount  of  .about  $1  from  the  prices 
for  Fancy.     Growers  have  been  picking  in  alternate  weeks,  and  that  accounts 
for  the  variation  in  shipments.    Providing  growers  adhere  to  this  practice, 
shipnents  should  be  somewhat  lighter  next  week." 

9b.    EXPORTS  OF  AM5RICAIT  APPLES  AID, PEARS  IH  BUSHEL  BASKETS 

.On  January  22  a  specia.l  two-paged  mimeographed  report  was  issued  by 
the  Foreign  Service  Division  of  our .Bureau  under  the  designation  of 
F.S.:A-3H2  and  the  title  of:  "Shipment  of  American  Apples  and  Pears  in 
Bushel  Baskets."    This  is  based  on  a  report  of  F.  A.  Mo tz,  representative 
of  this  Bureau  in  London,    Pie  discusses  the  greatly-increased  use  of  bushel 
baskets  for  export  shipments  of  fru.it,  and  outlines  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  various  kinds  of  baskets.     The  Hew  England  box  for  apples  is 
also  discussed.     Copies  of  this  report  can  be  had  directly  from  the  Foreign 
Service  Division  in  Washington. 
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1  Co .    WASKIITGTOH-  POTATO  SITUATION  DISCOURAGING- 

T.  R.  Hall  submit  ted  the  following  report  on  Yakima  Valley  potatoes 
in  a  letter  of  February  26  from  Seattle :- 

"An  approximate ■ total  of  2,250  cars  of  potatoes  remains  to  be  shipped 
from  the  Yakima    and  Kittitas  districts,  according  to  the  results  of  a  recent 
survey  made  by  the  Yakima  County  Farm  Bureau.     Some  shippers  assert  that  5>  000 
cars  could  be  assembled,   if  prices  justified. 

"The  price  situation  presents  a  sharp  contrast  to  conditions  that  pre- 
vailed a  year  ago,  when  the  market  was  mounting  steadily  to  the  highest  point 
of  the  serson.    This  month  the  market  has  been  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  con- 
dition.   The  price  has  been  so  low  that  strict  U.  S.  11  o .  1  graded  potatoes 
are  considered  the  most  economical  from  the  consumers'   standpoint  and  well- 
graded  Washington  Combination  potatoes  are  eliminating  any  demand  for  the 
U.  S.  Kb.  2  grade  and  culls.    A  range  of  $12.50~$lU  per  ton  for  branded 
U.  S.  No.  1  and  $10-$ 12  for  Washington  Combination  grade  represents  the  f.o.b, 
cash  price  at  shipping  points.     It  is  reported  that  some  buyers  are  going  to 
the  cellars  and  paying  growers  $6  per  ton.     The  buyer  is  furnishing  the  labor 
and  material,  and  grading-out  all  but  strictly  U.  S.  Ho.  1  stock. 

"There  are  a  few  purchases  of  potatoes  being  made  this  month  for  cold- 
storages.     These  lots  will  be  held  for  the  late-spring  and  summer  trade, 
possibly  finding  their  way  into  the  mi dwe stern  markets,   to  meet  a  limited 
demand  that  always  prevails  for  old  potatoes.     Throughout  the  season,  Oregon 
has  been  such  nil  important  factor  in  the  San  Francisco  and  northern  Califor- 
nia markets  that  Yakima  growers  are  forced  to  find  other  outlets  and  as  a 
result,    .a  wider  distribution  eastward  is  reported.    Because  of  the.unfa.vor— 
■able  position  Yakima  has  held  this  season,  a  large  part  of  the  1330  crop  may 
never  be  marketed  through  usual  channels." 


lib.    HAIEE  POTATO  MARKET  FAIRLY  FIRM 

On  March  2,  W.  D.  Hull  sent  the  following  letter  from  Presque  Isle:- 

"The  Maine  potato  market  maintained  a  rather  firm  feeling  during  the 
greater  part  of  last  week.    Unusually  low  shipments  from  other  producing 
areas  last  Monday,  accompanied  with  a  better  wire-inquiry  on  Tuesday, created 
a  better,  feeling  among  the  shippers,  which  lasted  until  Thursday. 

11  aulings  from  farm  storage,  while  only  moderate,   showed  a  gradual 
increase  until  Friday,  when  there  was  an  abrupt  falling-off  in  the  offerings. 
An  occasional  load  of  very  nice,  large,  bright  stock  brought  $2  per  barrel 
and,  when  this  information  was  spread  around  among  the  growers,  they  assumed 
that  the  market  was  going  to  be  higher  and  immediately  reduced  haulings  and 
decided  to  wait  for  better  jorices.    Thawing-weather  made  the  roads  soft  and 
full  of  holes  and  undoubtedly  had  some  influence  in  reducing  haulings. 

"Shipments  from  Maine  last  week  were  slightly  over  1,500  cars,  a  re- 
duction of  more  than  150  from  the  previous  week.     The  reduction  was  due 
chiefly  to  small  shipments  of  seed.    Demand  for  seed  was  not  quite  so  active 
as  it  had  been.     Shipments  of  certified  seed  were  only  about  half  as  large 
as  the  previous  week.    Prices  on  all  varieties  were  unchanged.    Dealers  re- 
port    some  inquiry  on  certified  Cobblers,   although  the  suxjply  is  about  ex- 
hausted.    Hi  is  week  will  probably  see  an  increased  demand  for  certified 
Mountains  for  April  shipment,". 
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1 2 b .    RECENT  NEVfS  FROM  THE  "/E  STERN  NSW  YORK  TERRITORY  . 

R.  L.  Sutton  wrote  as  follows  from  Rochester,   in  a  letter  of 
March  3i~ 

"The  marketing  of  the  late  storage  crop  of  Danish  cabbage  from  the 
western  and  central  New  York  territory  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close. 
Total  outturn  this  season  has  filled    11,330  cars,  or  approximately  700 
more  than  were  shipped  during  the  entire  season  of  1929-30.    Although  there 
remains  an  appreciable  quantity  still  in  storage,  it  is  generally  thought 
that  not  more    than  250  cars  will  be  shipped  during  the  balance  of  the 
season,   on  account  of  the  pronounced  dullness  of  the  market  and  the  un- 
promising future.    With  the  period  of  possible  cold-weather-damage  in  Texas 
having  passed  and  with  the  continued  low  prices  existing  in  that  State,  it 
is  hardly  to  be  expected  that,  with  the  declining  quality  of  storage-stock 
in  western  New  York,   there  will  be  any  degree  of  added  strength  in  prices. 
Recent  f.o.b.  sales  of  stock  loaded  in  90-pound  sacks' ranged  $10-$13  per 
ton.     Occasional  cars  of  bulk  cabbage  sold  around  $10-$ 11,  with  a  few  lower. 

"Potatoes  have  held  rather  inactive,   the  volume  of  business  being 
restricted  to  a  few  errs  daily.    Growers  are  not  anxious  to,  haul  at  the 
prevailing  prices,  and  the  dealers  feel  that  they  are  paying  the  maximum 
for  a  market  such  as  now  exists.     The  producers  are  receiving  60^-65^'  bulk 
per  bushel.     The  distribution  continues  principally  to  Middle  and  South 
Atlantic  points. 

"The  demand  for  onions  continues  slow.    Dealers  find  it  difficult 
to  obtain  buyers,  even  at  the  low  prices  prevailing*     The  midwest ern  States 
of  Indiana.,  Michigan,  and  Ohio  are  disposing  of  their  storage-holdings  as 
fast  as  possible,  the  heavy  volume  moving  thus  reducing  demand  for  individ- 
ual sections.    New  York  has  shipped  slightly  over  3>600  cars,  whereas 
Indiana,  and  Michigan  have  moved  in  excess  of  6,300  and  4,300  cars,  respec- 
tively.   F.o.b.  prices  at  western  Michigan  points  have  averaged  lower  all 
season  than  those  obtained  in  this  territory.    However,   the  Michigan  stock 
is  not  quoted  with  such  a  large    percentage  of  2-inch  onions  as  is  the  case 
in  New  York.     Local  operators  are  hoping  for  a  rapid  reduction  in  midwe st- 
ern supplies,   in  order  to  obtain  improvement  in  the  market  situation  in 
western  and  central  New  York. 

"The  demand  and  trading  for  carrots  continues  very  slow,  with  only 
occasional  sales  reported.     Storage  holdings  are  heavy.    The  outturn  to 
date  is  1,1+72  cars,  almost  200  behind  that  of  the  corresponding  period  last 
season  and  639  under  the  total  movement  of  the  1929-30  .ser.son.     The  quantity 
remaining  in  storage  has  been  estimated  at  number?  varying  from  1,500  to 
2,000  cars.     It  is  a  general  opinion  that  a  good  portion  of  the  supplies 
will  never  be  shipped. 

"Although  good  U.  S.  No.  1  quality  apples  are  becoming  rather  scarce, 
the  demand  also  is  lagging.    Very  few  cars  of  U.  S.  No.  1  Greenings  are 
now  being  shipped,  and  the  growers  holding  Baldwins  are  reluctant  to  sell 
at  prices  now  being  offered.     Dealers  at  shipping-point  cannot  get  more 
than  $1.50  for  TJ.  S.  No.  1  Baldwins  in  bushels.    The  movement  for  export 
has  been  dominant,  although  a  heavy  percentage  was  shipped  on  consignment. 
The  quality  generally  is  not  attractive  enough  to  induce  exporters  to  put 
their  money  into  fruit  at  shipping-point.    The  outturn  for  the  State  this 
season  to  date  is  approximately  13,500  cars,  or  already  4,000  in  excess  of 
the  total  movement  of  last  season.     Cars    billed  to  the  larger  markets  are, 
in  the  main,   shipped  on  consignment  or  joint-account.    F.o.b.  sales  on  the 
lower  grades  ranged  $1~$1.30  for  Baldwins  and  S5^-$l  on  Greenings." 
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13b.    PLAIH  BAGS  HOT?  PERMITTED  FOR  SKIPMEHT  OP  IDAHO  POTATOES 

Interesting  news  regarding  Idaho  potatoes  is  contained  in  the 
following  letter  of  February  27  from  L.  C.  Tate,  at  Idaho  Falls:- 

" Idaho  potato  shipments  now  amount  to  about  19,500  cars,  or  slightly 
nore  than  final  figures  for  last  season.     It  seems  there  are  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  10,000  cars  yet  to  be  shipped,  and  the  probable  tine  of  opening 
the  Florida  and  south  Texas  deals  is  of  concern  to  all  of  the  shippers. 
Should  Florida  and  Texas  come  on  with  heavy  shipments  the  middle  of  May 
and  reduce  our  outlet,   it  seems  that  Idaho  would  ha,ve  to  ship  an  average 
of  I5O  cars  daily,   in  order  to  get  the  crop  cleaned-up.     If  the  southern 
potatoes  do  not  seriously  interfere  with  old-potato  markets  until  the  mid- 
dle of  June,   Idaho  could  clean-up  at  the  daily  rate  of  100  cars. 

"Ho  seed  potatoes  have  yet  moved  from  northeastern  "Idaho,  but  there 
seems  to  be  a  little  selling. going  oh  for  future  shipment.     It  is  probable 
that  the  Idaho  growers  will  largely  plant  their  own  potatoes  this  season 
and  avoid  the  expense  of  buying  dry-land  stock." 

An  amendment  to  the  Idrho  Potato  Branding  regulations  has  been 
passed  by  the  State  Legislature,  whereby  the  use  of  plain  or  unbranded  bags 
is  made"' optional  for  any  lot"  "of  potatoes  at  or  above  the  requirements  of 
U.S.  Ho.  2  grade.    Some  f.o.b.  sales  are  now  being  made  of  ""Commercial  Grade 
potatoes,  containing  varying  percentages  of  Ho.  l's  and  Ho.  2's. 

lUb .    A  C0ITTR0VERSY  IH  TEE  CHICAGO  POTATO  MARKET 

W.  H.  Hall,  of  the  Chicago  office,  wrote  the  following  letter  on 
last  Saturday,  February  2S:- 

"■k-vst  week,  potato  operators  all  over  the  United  States  were  very 
much  worked-up  because  of  the  controversy  between  the  Chicago  carlo t  re- 
ceivers and  jobbers.     This  controversy  arose  as  a  result  of  the  inauguration 
by  the  receivers  of  the  so-called  Hg-hour  collection  rule.    Jobbers  went 
on  strike,   so  to  speak,  -  refusing  to  buy  from  Chicago  receivers,  and 
started  buying  direct  from  country  shipping  points.     In  addition  to  the 
US-hour  collection  rude,  the  receivers  demanded  that  sales  be  made  on  an 
invoice  basis  unless  unloaded  within  US  hours.    The  receivers  won  out  on 
the  Ug-hour  collection  rule,  but  compromised  on  the  US-hour  invoice  regula- 
tion by  making  it  noon  of  the  third  dry  following  the  transaction.  Cars 
unloaded  before  noon  of  the  third  day  are  paid-for  on  the  basis  of  oui- 
weights;  after  that  time  invoice  weights  apply.    Where  cars  are  paid-for 
before  the  expiration  of  the  payment  period  and  cars  have  not  been  unloaded, 
then  of  course  settlement  is  on  basis  of  invoices.    But  if  the  cars  are 
actually  unloaded  within  the  specified  time,  it  will  be  seem  that  in  almost 
every  case  an  adjustment  will  have  to  be  made,  as  out-weights  and  invoice 
weights  vary  considerably. 

"It.  is  my  personal  opinion  that  this  shortening  of  collections  is 
the  best  piece  of  work  the  carlot  receivers  have  ever  put  over.    Many, per- 
haps most,  of  them  have  entirely  too  much  on  their  books,  and  this  was  due 
largely  to  the  fact  that  jobbers  have  been  entirely  too  lax  in  extending 
credit  to  retailers.     It  means  that  they,  too,  will  have  to  shorten-up  on 
their  credits.    Receivers  say  that,   so  far,  the  plan  is  working  out  very 
satisfactorily." 
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15b.    MORE  NEWS  REGARDING  IMPORTANT  IMPERIAL  VALLEY  CROPS 

A.  E.  Prugh  wrote  the  following  letter  from  Brawley  on  February  26:- 
" Shippers  are  no*  cutting  lettuce  in  new  fields,  which  have  come 
on  since  the  rainy  weather,  and  quality  is  improving,  as  shown  "by  the  in- 
spection report  yesterday,  -  l6S  cars  being  shipped;  82  inspected,  and  15 
graded  U.S.  No.  1.    Considerable  lettuce  is  running  only  fairly  firm,  how- 
ever, as  shippers  are  enxious  to  get  it  on  the  market  at  present  cash-track 
prices,   the  range  of  which  is  generally  $1 ,75~$2.25.    The  price-advance 
recently  has  "been  caused  by  the  anticipation  of  light  movement.    Yields  con- 
tinue light,  the  new  fields  showing  many  early  seeders  and  puffy  heads. 
The  rain  caused  the  early  seeders,  which  are  not  bitter  like  the  usual 
seeder.    About  7>8^3  cars  had  moved  by  the  25th  inclusive,  and  many  are 
estimating  only  2,500  yet  to  move.    Usually  they  can  always  get  lettuce 
here  in  the  Valley  when  the  price  is  right,  but,  apparently  on  account  of 
the  large  acreage  lost  by  rain-damage,   shipments  after  this  week  will  be 
light.    At  least  many  are  gambling 'on  that  condition,  and  expect  prac- 
tically all  of  the  lettuce  to  be  out  of  the  way  by  March  15« 

"Arizona  shippers  are  expecting  a  satisfactory  deal,  with  Imperial 
Valley  closing  strong  and  cleaning-up  early.    The  first  car  from  the 
Phoenix  spring  crop  is  expected  out  March  10,  with  movement  reaching  50 
cars  a  day  by  the  20th  or  25th.  '  ' 

"Ten  cars  of  peas  have  been  shipped  by  February  25  and  harvesting 
in  the  Calipatria  district,  where  most  of  the  pea  acreage  is  located,  may 
reach  8  or  10  cars  a  day  next  week.     Some  aphis  and  mildew  have  appeared, 
but  general  quality  and  yield  are  reported  good.    Asparagus  is  also  now 
moving  in  a  small  way,  with  four  straight  cars  out  by  the  25th. 

"The  Valley  is  planning  to  move  the  earliest  crnta^qupes  on  record, 
with  a  few  ripe  ">nes  by  April  1.    However,  there  is  an  unusual  situation 
this  season.    Uncovered  acreage  is  usually  planted  from  the  1st  to  the 
20th  of  February  and,  on  account  of  the  rainy  weather,  practically  no  plant- 
ing was  done  at  that  time.    They  have  started  planting  a  few  this  week. 
This  rro  doubt  will  cruse  very  light  shipments  the  last  two  weeks  in  June 
and  will  also  result  in  the  Valley's  uncovered  acreage  coming  on  with  the 
PhoeniE  crop. 

"After  the  fields'  dried  out,  carrot  movement  increased.    There  is 
a  very  light  demand  at  $1.25  now.    Too  much  rain  has  caused  light  color." 

l6b .     SHIPMENT  DATA  FOR  1930 

Within  the  next  few  days,  all  branch  offices  of  the  News  Service 
will  be  furnished  complete  sets  of  U-2  sheets,   showing  the  total  1330 
car lot  shipments  of  the  important  fruits  and  vegetables  by  originating 
States  and  by  months.    Any  other  members  of  the  F.  &  V.  Division  needing 
such  statistics  can  obtain  sets  of  these  shipment  sheets  on  request. 

WENDELL  CALHOUN, 
Marke t ing  Special i s t . 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


Station 

Mail 
List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletin 

Probably, 
will  close 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. , ** 

S37 

-r> 

T 

L. 

out ton 

Pears* 

oept 

•7 

Nov.  3* 

'310  Triangle  Bldg. 

Apples 

Sept 

.  3 

May  29 

win  ons 

Sept 

>  3 

way  1 

Carrots 

Sept 

■7 

•  j 

May  1 

Cabbage 

Supt 

.  3 

Mar.  15 

^elery* 

Sept 

.  3 

Peaches* 

Sept 

.  s 

Oct.  U* 

Grapes* 

Sept 

.23 

Oct.  29* 

Potatoes 

Oct . 

6 

iviay  ^ 

PRESqUE  ISLE,  EE..  ,  ** 

w. 

D. 

Hull 

Potatoes 

Sept 

.  11 

Apr.  30 

Ha^ri  r>Vi    "RT  nr>V 
■   Cii!  J. oil  JJlULiS. 

WAUPACA,  WIS.,** 

R. 

G. 

Risser 

Potatoes 

Sept.  15 

Ma  r  .  31 

vUU.l  U  iiUU.bc 

IDAHO  PALLS,  IDA., 

T 

JJ  . 

c 

j-a  u  e 

Potatoes 

Sept 

.  15 

May  2 

230  Perioral  Bldg. 

WINTER  HAVEN,  PLA. ,  ** 

920 

H. 

P. 

Will  son 

Citrus 

Oct 

.  1 

June  6 

DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg. 

GRAND  RAPIDS    BOTH.  ** 

R. 

TP 

Keller 

Oct. 

'£ 

Nov .  7* 

'412  P.O.  Bldg. 

Onions 

Oct. 

& 

Mar.  2S 

Potatoes 

Oct. 

2>+ 

May  15 

MIAMI,  PLA.,** 

937 

V. 

H. 

Nicholson 

Beans 

Nov . 

17 

Apr.  1 

Realty  Bldg. 

Peppers 

Dec . 

19 

Mry  1 

Tomatoes 

Jan . 

16 

May  1 

PLANT  CITY,  PLA.,** 

850 

R. 

Urn 

Peterson 

Sthr . 

Jan .' 

5 

Apr .  1 

Hotel  Plant 

Vegs . 

Jan. 

5 

Apr.  1 

BROWNSVILLE ,  TEXAS , ** 

931 

I. 

D. 

G-ooge 

Cabbage 

Jan 

5 

May  15 

viipiiiuuj.   ox  wOiiuiieiuo 

Si",  *r  V>        y">  V"\ 

upmacn. 

J  an 

5 

£  e  u .  i£o 

Beets 

Jan « 

5 

May  15 

* 

Carrots 

Jan . 

6 

Mry  15 

Beans 

liar. 

15 

ivic  .y  19 

Potrtoes 

Mar . 

16 

May  15 

Onions 

Mar . 

23 

Apr.  30 

I'omatoes 

Apr  • 

27 

Mcay  29 

BRAILEI,  CALIP.,** 

933 

A. 

E. 

Prugh. 

Lettuce 

Jan. 

5 

Mar.  21 

Planters'  Hotel  Bldg. 

L. 

T. 

Kirby 

SANFORD,  PLA.,** 

9.10 

J. 

B. 

Owens 

Celery 

Jan. 

26 

Apr.  25 

City  Hall  Bldg. 

**  State  cooperating  '  *  Reports'  discontinued 

B.  E.  surry  in  Chicago. ■    f.  P.  Cox  in  San  Francisco  (301  Wells  Fargo  Bldg.) 
C.  D.  Schoolcraft  enroute  to  Brownsville,  Texas. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


1  c .    KALF-HOL IDAY  PIT  SATURDAYS ,  EFFECTIVE  iviARCH  7 

The  Act  providing  for  a  H-hour  work  day  on  Saturday  throughout  the 
year  for  Government  employees  affects  all  members  of  the  Eru.it  and  Vege- 
table Division,  "both  in  Washington  and  in  the  field. 

In  the  Inspection  Service  it  may  be  necessary  at  times  for  some 
men  to  work  on  Saturday  afternoons.     The  law  provides  that,  when  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  require  a  person  to  work  Saturday  afternoons, 
he  may  "be  excused  from  duty  another  afternoon  of  the  week.    The  fru.it  and 
vegetable  business  cannot  be  operated  by  the  clock  and  no  requests  for  in- 
spection should  ever  be  declined  on  account  of  the  Saturday  half-holiday. 

2c .    ABBREVIATIONS  SHOULD  EE  MADE  CORRECTLY  ' 

On  some  inspection  note  forms,  mimeographed  in  branch  offices,  the 
abbreviation  "D.K."  is  being  used  instead  of  "DECAY."     It  is'  doubtful" 
whether  there  is  any  abbreviation  for  the  word  "decay"  and,  while  "D.K." 
may  be  written  in  pencil  in  the  body  of  the  notes,   it  is  not  permissible 
for  these  letters  to  appear  in  typewritten,  mimeographed  or  printed  form. 
The  column  on  the  note  sheets,  which  provides  space  for  showing  the  amount 
of  decay,   should  be  headed  "DECAY"  and  not  "D.K."     Inspectors  should  bear 
in  mind  that  their  notes  may  be  called  into  court  and,  for  this  reason, 
it  is  highly  important  that  they  shoxild  be  written  correctly  and  be  easily 
interpreted. 

3c.    EXPLANATION  OE  WASHINGTON  RHUBARB  GRADES 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  P.  E.  Bailey,  at  Yakima, 
under  date  of  February  21:- 

"Recently  there  were  mailed  from  this  office  copies  of  the  Sumner 
Rhubarb  Growers  Association  grades  for  hot-house  rhubarb  to  all  market 
inspection  offices.     These  are  new  grades,  prepared  rather  hurriedly,  and 
there  are  some  points  on  which  further-  explanation  is  necessary  and  which 
may  be  clarified  another  season. 

"One  point  is  with  regard  to  diameter  of  stalks  where  the  phrases 
'well  over  5/g  inch'  and  'well  over  l/2  inch'  are  used'  in  the  Extra  Fancy 
and  Fancy  grades.    These  phrases  are  being  interpreted  at  shipping-point 
as  meaning  that  the  stalks  are  l/l6  to  l/S  of  an  inch  over  the  specified 
diameter.    Possibly  next  season  the  Association  will  see  fit  to  raise  the 
specified  minimum  diameter  by  l/g  of  an  inch,   so  that  the  phrase  'well 
over'  may  be  discarded. 

"Under  the  definition  of  'fresh,'  the  statement:  'shows  evidence  of 
having  been  recently  pulled  or  packed,'  applies  only  at  shipping-point. 

"At  the  present  time,  two  or  three  cars  of  this  hot-house  rhubarb, 
from  Sumner-  and  Auburn,  are  being  rolled  each  day,  so  you  may  have  some 
questions  regarding  it  in  the  markets. " 

FIRST  DELIVERIES  of  Idaho  Russet  potatoes,  bought  on  the  Chicago 
"futures"  market  about  seven  weeks  ago,  were  made  on  Wednesday.     The  price 
of  these  cars  was  $l.g0~$1.90  per  cwt.  and  the  srme  grade  of  potatoes  is 
selling  at  present  on  the  "spot"  market  around  $1,50.- 
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k  c .     CRYSTAL  CITY  DISTRICT  INSPECT  I  Oil  REPORTS  AVAILABLE  FROM  SAN  ANTONIO 

Below  is  a  portion  of  a  letter,  written  by  H.  T.  Longino  on 
February  26:- 

"Receiving  markets  are  wiring  directly  to  me  in  Harlingen,  Texas, 

regarding  cars  that  are  listed  from  the  Crystal  City  territory.     I  have 

arranged  to  have  this  daily  list  of  errs  inspected  sent  out  iron  the  San 

Antonio  office,  and  you  will  note  that  the  lists  call  attention  to  the 
.  an 

office  to  be  wired.     It  isAunnecessary  delay  to  have  wires  cone  to  Harlingen, 
as  -I  have  no  record  of  the' Winter  Garden  cars  here.     I  shall  appreciate  your 
calling  attention  to  this  matter  through  the  Division  Letter.     It  is  best 
to  give  this  information  directly  from  the  office  where  the  rough  notes 
are  in  file.     There  is  no  one  in  the  Austin  office  to  give  this  information." 


5c.     WASHINGTON  STATS  INSPECTIONS  DURIITG  JANUARY 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carlo t  inspections  made  at 
shipping  points  in  Washington  during  January,  1'931:- 


Apples. .........  2,673 

Cabbage  . .  . .  2 

Mixed -fruit   U 


Onions   53 

Pears   193 

Potatoes   52U 

Total:  3  M3 


6  c .    LATE  BLIGHT  TOMATO-  ROT  IN  MEXICAN  TOMATOES 

E.  E.  Conklin,  of  the  Chicago -off ice,  has  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  many  cars  of  Mexican  tomatoes  now  arriving  in  city  markets  are 
showing  Late  Blight  Tomato  Rot.    Previously  or  in  former  seasons  this 
trouble  has  appeared  in  California  tomatoes.    Attached  to  this  D.L.  is  a 
copy  of  an  article  prepared  by  Dr.  G.  B.  Ramsey,  Senior  Pathologist  of 
B.P.I.     Tli is  should  be  detached  and  be  filed  with  other  information  on 
tomatoes  in  each  inspectors' s  possession. 


7c.    RAINS  AND  WINDS  CAUSE  DAMAGE  TO  FLORIDA  TOMATOES 

The  following  wire  was  received  on  Tuesday  by  the  Division  of  Crop 
and  Livestock  Estimates  from  J.  C.  Townsend  in  Florida:- 

"Heavy  rains  and  winds  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  Collier  County 
wiped  out  about  75^  °f  "the  tomatoes.     In  Dade  'County- no  acreage  was  com- 
pletely destroyed,  but  all  was  considerably  damaged.     This  has  been  esti- 
mated by  some  to  be  as  high  as  ^Ofo  but  I  believe  this  high.    Rainfall  in 
Collier  County  was  unofficially  reported  to  be  eight  inches;  about  two 
inches  of  rain  at  Palmetto,  but  damage  slight." 

R.  C-  BUTEER,  Supervisor  of  Inspection. 

THE  FARM  OUTLOOK  FOR  1951 
Miscellaneous  Publication  No.  112  is  a  lo-paged  leaflet,  entitled: 
"The  Farm  Outlook  for  1931* "    This  is  a  condensation  in  popular  form  of 
the  main  facts  in  the  1931  Agricultural-  Outlook  Report.  .  It  is  printed  in 
large  open  type,  with  frequent  headings,  and  should  be  very  popular  among 
growers-  in  all  parts  of  the  country.     Copies  are  available  directly  from 
the  Division  of  Economic  Information  in  this  Bureau. 


IbO 
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le. 


REGULATORY  ACTIVITIES 


le.     COPIES  0?  IMPORTANT  SPEECH  OH  P.A.C.  ACT 

Witli  this  D.L.,  each  technicr.l  employee  of  the  Eru.it  and  Vegetable 
Division  and  each  cooperative  inspector  will  receive  a  mimeographed  copy 
of  an  address  on  the  P.A.C,  Act,  delivered  by  Mr.  Robb  at  the  convention 
of  the  Western  Emit  Jobbers'  Association  of  America,  at  Phoenix,  Arizona, 
This  contains  a  lot  of  valuable  material  and  information  which  every  man 
should  have.    Preserve  your  copy  along  with  other  material  on  P.A.C.  Act. 
(-the  above  item  wrs  prepared  by  the  D.L.  editor) 

2e .    JUDGE  DILI,;  AIT  APPOINTED  FOR  WORK  PIT  P.A.C.  ACT 

With  the  recent  passage  of  the  Agricultural  Appropriation  Bill  for 
1932,  $100,000  has  become  immediately  available  for  the  administration  of 
the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act.    This  enables  the  Bureau  to 
begin  an  active  campaign  in  the  field  in  clearing  up  more  than  U00  complaints 
which  have  accumulated  during  the  last  eight  months  and  which  remain  unset- 
tled.   One  of  the  first  steps  taken  in  this 'direction  is  the  appointment,  in 
the  office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Department,  of  Raymond  L.  Dillman,  who 
will  be  assigned  to  legal  work  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities 
Act. 

Mr.  Dillman  has  practiced  law  in  South  Dakota  for  nearly  11  years. 
He  was  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Twelfth  South  Dakota  Judicial  Circuit  for  eight 
years,  and  for  nearly  two  years  he  served  as  Assistant  Attorney  General  for 
South  Dakota,  located  at  Pierre. 

E.  G.  ROBB, 
In  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch. 

OEEICE  IIOTES: 

Mr,  Sherman  went  to  Maryland  Agricultural  College,  at  College  Park, 
last  Tuesday  and  addressed  one  of  the  classes  on  marketing,  his  particular 
subject  being:    "Things  the  Buyer  Should  Remember." 

B.  C.  Boree  expects  to  reach  Atlanta  by  Saturday. of  this  week  on  his 
return-trip  to  Washington.  He  probably  will  be  back  at  his  desk  by  Wednes- 
dry,  March  11, 

Wm,  E.  Lewis  left  Washington  on  Wednesdry  morning  for  Orlando,  Ela., 
where  he  will  participate  in  a  conference  regarding  grades  for  citrus  fruits. 
He  took  with  him  a  set  of  models  of  these  fruits,   illustrating  various  as- 
pects of  the  Federal  standards.    Others  attending  this  conference  at  Orlando 
are  0.  G.  Strauss,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Florida;  H.  T,  Longino,  who  has 
come  over  from  Harlingen,  Texas,  where  he  is  in  charge  of  shipping-point 
inspection  work,  and    .  S.  Mason,  who  will  later'  go  to  Porto  Rico. 

R.  R.  Pail thorp  and  R.  L.  Spangler  went  from  Washington  to  Dover, 
Del.,  on  Wednesday  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  State  officials  and 
several  canners  regarding  grading  and  inspection  of  tomatoes.    They  returned, 
this  morning. 


OFFICE  HOTSS  (Continued) : 


A.  S.  Mason  left  Hew  York  City  last  Saturday  for  points  in  Florida, 
where  he  vd.ll  spend  a  couple  of  weeks,   investigating  the  grading  and  pack- 
ing of  Florida  citrus  fruits,  in  preparation  for  his  assignment  to  Porto 
Rico,  where  he  will  supervise  the  shipping-point  inspection  work  on  these 
products.    Yifhile  in  Florida,  Mr.  Mason  will  select  two  inspectors,  one  of 
whom  will  accompany  him  to  Porto  Pico  and  the  other  of  whom  will  follow 
a  month  later,  when  shipments  assume  considerable  volume.     The  work  in 
Porto  Rico  is  scheduled  to  start  the  last  of  March. 

Herbert  Graff  went  to  Winchester,  Va.,   on  Thursday  to  inspect  some 
apples  stored  at  that  point. 

Among  visitors  to  the  Washington  office  this  week  were  W.  E.  Harrison, 
of  the  Baltimore  market-news  office,  and  F.S.  Kinsey,  enroute  iron  Winchester, 
Va.,  to  Few  York  City,  where  he  will  now  "be  stationed. 

V/.  C,  Kackleman,  of  the  Hew  York  inspection  office,  spent  one  day 
this  week  in  Philadelphia,  conferring  with  inspectors  in  that  market. 

C.  D.  Schoolcraft  will  leave  Waupaca,  Wis.,  about  March  11  and  pro- 
ceed to  Brownsville,   Texas,  where  he  will  substitute  for  W.  D.  C-ooge,  while 
Mr.  Googe  is  on  military  leave.    E.  G.  Risser  will  go  from  Chicago  to  Waupaca 
to  issue  the  potato  market  reports  until  the  close  of  thrt  station. 

J.  G.  Cross  is  visiting  railroad  officials  and  representatives  of 
our  Division  at  various  points  in  the  State  of  Washington  this  week,  and 
will  proceed  shortly  to  points  in  Idaho,  Utah  and  Colorado. 

H.  A.  Arenz,  of  the  Milwaukee  office,  and  L.  G.  C.  Peirce,  of  the 
St.  Louis  inspection  office,  have  been  summoned  to  Van  Bur en,  Ark.,  to 
testify  in  a  suit  regarding  cars  of  berries  which  they  had  inspected. 
D.  C.  Beeler,  of  the  Chicago  staff,  has  gone  to  Milwaukee  to  substitute 
for  Mr.  Arenz  during  the  next  few  days,    Ho  substitute  was  required  in 
St.  Louis. 

Word  has  just  been  received  that  F.  M.  Lyle,  inspector  in  Kansas 
City, is  confined  to  bed  by  illness,  and  Grover  Clyde  has  been  sent  from 
Chicago  to  handle  the  work  in  Kansas  City  until  Mr.  Lyle  can  return  to  duty. 
C.  A.  Siegmund,  clerk  in  the  Kansas  City  market-news  office, has  also  been 
off  duty  for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  because  of  illness. 

W.  W.  Anderson,  of  the  Hew  York  inspection  staff,  was  sick  with  the 
"flu"  during  February,  and  has  now  gone  to  his  home  in  Chatham,  Va.,  where 
he  is  taking  leave  in  order  to  recuperate  more  promptly. 

With  sincere  regret,  announcement  is  ma.de  of  the  death  on  February 
25  of  Louis  A.  Lambert,  telegraph  operator  in  the  Sea.ttle  office.    He  was 
ill  only  a  short  time.     Mr.  Lambert  had  been  in  the  service  of  this  Bureau 
since  September,  I926,  and  at  various  times  had  been  employed  in  the  offices 
at  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  Boise  and  Seattle.    His  body  was  taken  to 
ennsylvania  for  burial.    Mr.  Lambert  is  survived  by  a  widow. 
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OFFICE  NOTES  (Continued): 

ft.  F.  All ewe  It  returned  some  days  ago  to  his  headquarters  in  Sacra- 
mento, after  a  10-day  trip  to  numerous  points  in  California.     Oral  inter- 
views,  in  connection  with  the  written  Civil  Service  examinations  recently 
held  in  California,  were  given  in  ararious  sections  of  the  State.  Mr. 
Allewelt's  itinerary  took  him  through  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  to  Los  Angeles 
and  them  to  Imperial  Valley.    He  returned  to  Sacramento  along  the  corst, 
visiting  practically  all  the  branch  offices  of  the  shipping-point  inspection 
service  in  Cgl  if  ornia. 

W.  L.  Evans  and  C.  R,  Newton  made  a  trip  to  Baltimore    on  March  2 
for  the  purpose  of  consulting  with  the  U.  S.  Attorney  in  connection  with 
the  prosecution  of  a  commission  merchant  for  violation  of  the  Produce  Agency 
Act . 

Mr,  Evans  left  Washington  on  March  3  for  Charleston,   S.C.,  and  Ashe- 
ville,  N.C.    He  expects  to  return  to  Washington  about  March  10. 

R.  H.  Shoemaker  left  on  March  5  for  Pittsburgh,  Cleveland,  and 
Detroit,  for  the  purpose  of  making  investigations  under  the  Produce  Agency 
Act.    He  will  return  about  March  25. 

0.  N.  Harsha  expects  to  .leave  Washington  on  March  8  for  Philadelphia, 
Newark,  Hew  York  City,  Hartford,  and  Springfield,  Mass..,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  investigations  under  the  Produce  Agency  Act.    He  will  be  back  at 
his  desk  by  March  21. 

In  connection  with  the  F.P.I. -8  list  of  inspection  offices,  recently 
distributed  from  Washington,  please  note  that  the  address  of  the  office  in 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,   should  be  266  Miners'  Bank  Bldg.,   instead  of  Room  2^-2. 
Make  this  correction  on  all  copies  of  the  list. 

T.  R.  Hall,   of  Seattle,  advises  us  that  his  residence  telephone 
number  has  been  changed  to  East  3333  >  the  phone  at  the  apartment  house  in 
which  he  now  lives.    Please  make  this  change  on  all  lists. 

A  summary  of  the  personnel  changes,  mentioned  on  Page  lH7,   is  given  below: 

W.  H.  Steinbauer  from  Boston  to  Washington,  D.C.,  for  P.A.C.  Act  duties. 
W.  G.  Lensen  from  Detroit  to  Washington,  D.C.,  for  P.A.C.  Act  duties. 
W.  F.  Plummer  from  New  Haven  to  Boston  office  of  Inspection  Service. 
R.  W,  Tyson  from  New  York  City  to  New  Haven  office  of  Inspection  Service. 

C.  Lindstrom  from  Chicago  to  the  new  office  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
R.  B.  Landrum    from  New  York  City  to  the  new  office  at  Tulsa,  Okla. 
A.  H.  Bolster  from  Cincinnati  to  the  new  office  at  Dallas,  Texas. 
W.  W.  Anderson  from  New    York  City  to  the  new  office  at  Birmingham,  Ala. 
T.  C.  Curry  to  be  reinstated  and  assigned  to  the  Louisville  office. 

J.  W.  Dykes  accompanied  Mr.  Evans  on  his  southern  trip  ,-nd  will  pro- 
ceed shortly  to  Louisville,  Cincinnati,  Indimapolis,  Bloomington,  111., 
and  Detroit.    Mr.  Dykes  will  probably  return  to  Washington  about  March  25. 


LATE  BLIGHT  TOI.iA.TO  ROT  IN  CALIFORNIA 
~  by 

G.  B.  Ramsey,  Senior  Pathologist,  U.S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture 

During  the  past  three  years,  a  high  percentage  of  the  California 
tomatoes  shipped  during  September,  October  and  November  has  been  lost,   due  to 
decay  caused  by  a  fungus  which  appears  to  be  identical  with  the  one  (Phytoph- 
thora  infestans)  that  causes  Late  Blight  of  potatoes.    Por  this  reason  the 
tomato  disease  is  called  Late  Blight  Tomato  Rot. 

Where  susceptible  crops  are  grown,  such  as  the  potato  and  tomato,  in 
regions  whose  temperature  and  moisture  conditions  are  favorable  for  the  growth 
of  this  fungus,  Late  Blight  is  one  of  the  most  destructive  diseases  known. 
The  amount  of  damage  caused  is  directly  related  to  the  weather  conditions. 
Most  serious  loss  is  sustained  during  wet  seasons,  when  the  nights  are  cool 
(50-60°P.)  and  the  days  moderately  warm  (60-75°P»)-         disease  is  checked 
when  the  mean  daily  temperature  is  above  75°P»     ^he  spores  or  seed-like  bodies 
of  the  fungus  are  killed  within  a  few  days  during  dry  weather,  when  the  tem- 
perature reaches  80°P.    Consequently,   in  regions  where  the  temperature  is  high 
and  the  air  is  dry  for  a  greater  part  of  the  time,  Late  Blight  is  not  an  im- 
portant disea.se. 

Unfortunately,  a  grea/t  part  of  the  fall  crop  of  tomatoes  in  California 
is  grown  in  regions  -almost  ideal  for  the  development  a.nd  spread  of  Late  Blight. 
Heavy  fogs  are  common  and  the  temperature  ranges  between  ^0°  and  75°P-  ^or  a 
great  part  of  the  time. 

Pield  and  packing-house  observations  and  experiments,  together  with 
experimental  test  shipments  made  by  the  writer  during  192S,  appear  to  justify 
the  following  conclusions.     It  should  be  kept  in  mind,  however,  that  further 
work  to  be  conducted  this  fall  may  show  that  some  of  these  statements  need 
modification: 

1.  Late  Blight  is  a  field  disease  of  tomatoes,  which  is  evident  on  the 
vines  immediately  before  a.nd  during  the  time  .decay  shows  on  the  fruit. 

2.  Tomatoes  harvested  from  plants  showing  an  appreciable  amount  of 
blight  are  certain  to  show  some  decay. 

3.  Pru.it  harvested  from  badly  blighted  vines  should  be  held  for  at 
lea.st  four  days  and  then  be  carefully  sorted  before  packing  for  shipment.  This 
procedure  will  greatly  reduce  the  danger  from  loss  during  transit,  but  will 

not  entirely  eliminate  it. 

H.     Infection  of  the  fruit  takes  place  at  the  stem  scar  in  practically 
a.ll  instances,  but  may  also  take  pla.ce  through  a  wound  in  any  part  of  the 
tomato . 

5.  After  the  fungus  gets  into  the  stem  scar,   it  usually  takes  from 
three  to  five  days  for  the  decay  to  become  visible. 

6.  The  first  evidence  of  decay  is  a  small  light-»brown  watersoaked 
blotch  at  the  edge  of  the  stem  scar.    Pressure  applied  by  moving  the  thumb 
over  this  blotch  toward  the  stem  causes  drops  of  water  to  come  out  at  the 
edge  of  th9  scar* 

7.  Tomatoes  showing  no  evidence  of  decay  may  develop  spots  varying  in 
size  from  \  inch  to  \\  inches  in  diameter  during  six  days'  transit. 

8.  Spots  present  on  the  fruit  at  shipping  time  increa.se  from  1  to  \\ 
inches  in  diameter  during  six:  days'  transit. 

9.  Spread  of  the  disease  from  decaying  fruit  to  hea.lthy  fruit  during 
trans i t  is  r ar e . 

10.    Experiments  on  washing  tomatoes  in  sterilizing  solutions  show  that 
the  amount  of  decay  may  be  reduced  50$  or  more,  but  it  is  not  felt  that  this 
method  should  be  recommended  at  this  time. 

Sept.  16,  1529. 

MEXICAN  TOMATOES  also  show  this  disease.  (reprinted  March  6,  1931) 


UNITED  STATES  DE-EAH.TME1OT  OF  AGPJ CULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
11  ashing ton,  D .  G . 

Vol.  12,  No.  11  March  13,  1331 

FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LETTER 
(Issued  every  Friday) 

■    ■  CONFIDENTIAL 

Not  for  publication 

!a.    ADDING-  TO  YOUR  INCOME 

The  matter  of  outside  employment  for  those  who  are  in  a  regular 
Civil  Service  status  is  fairly-well .  covered  "by  existing  regulations,  "but 
it  is  possible  that  these .may  escape  the  attention  of  field  men  who  have 
never  had  occasion,  to  spend  much  time  in  the  Washington  office.  The 
general  rule  is  that  none  of  us  may  engage  in  any  other  occupation  or 
activity  for  compensation  without  the  prior  consent  of  the  Chief  of  Bureau, 
who  is  responsible  to  the  Secretary . for  seeing  that  general • departmental 
policies  in  the  matter  are  observed. 

Perhaps  the  most  usual  method  of ,  supplementing-  one's  income  is 
through  writing  for  pulication  outside  the  Department.    Permission  to  pre- 
pare or  submit  such  articles  for  publication  must  be  secured  in  advance, 
and  there  usually  is  little  difficulty  in  obtaining  this  permission.  The 
conditions  are  that  the  work  must  be  done  entirely  outside  of  office 
hours  and  must  not  make  use  of  any  unpublished  material  which  the  Bureau 
may  wish  to  use  in  later  publications.    After  permission  has  been  secured, 
it  is  necessary  to  submit  a  copy  of  the  article  or  volume  to  the  Bureau 
for  approval,  before  it  is  actually  transmitted  to  be  publisher.  One 
copy  must  remain  with  the  Bureau,  and  the  library  is  to  be  furnished  with 
a  copy  of  the  publication  in  which  an  article  finally  appears. 

Permission  to  engage  in  other  remunerative  work  may  not  be  quite 
so  easily  obtained.     The  Department  must  consider  all  the  facts  in  the 
case  and  must  be  convinced  that  neither  the  actual  work  of  the  Department 
nor  its  reputation  or  standing  before  the  public  will  be  injured  or  en- 
dangered by  what  the  employee  proposes  to  do.     It  has  happened  in  a  few 
instances  that  employees  undertook  to  sell  certain  products  or  to  solicit 
orders  or  business  for  certain  firms,  without  securing  the  consent  of  the 
Bureau.     This  always  results  in  embarrassment,  and  the  employee  may  be 
required  to  discontinue  such  work  abruptly  and  under  circumstances  which 
do  not  enhance  his  reputation  cither  in  or  out  of  the  service.  Therefore, 
be  sure  to  consult  with  the  Washington  office  before  undertaking  any  ac- 
tivity for  which  you  axe  to  receive. .pay .    No  restriction  has  ever  been  put 
upon  increasing  our  incomes  indirectly  through  work  on  our  own  properties 
nor  upon  the  purchase  and  sale  .of'  our  own  real  estate,  but  acting  as  an 
agent  for  others  in  such  purchases  and  sales  is  outside  employment  for 
which  permission  must  be  obtained. 

WELLS  A.  SHERMAN 


2a.    MAILING  THE  DIVISION  LETTER 

In  cases  where  only  one  copy  of  the  D.L.,  goes  to  an  office,   it  is 
usually  folded  to  fit  a,  long,  narrow  envelope,   size  h  l/S  x  9  1/2  inches. 
If  the  reader  finds  this  three-fold  arrangement  incjnvenient  or  if  the 
D.L.  arrives  in  bad  condition,  please  advise  the  edit or » 

(Page  163) 
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3a.    DEALER  FIHED  FOR  SELL  I  HQ-  HQl'T-S  TAl'TDARD  COHTAIHERS 

A  case  involving  the  illegal  sale  of  non-standard  ll+-quart  hampers 
has  recently  heen  closed  in  the  United  States  District  Court  at  Hartford, 
Conn.    The  Fowler-Hunting  Company  of  Hartford,  jobbers  of  fruit  and  vege- 
table containers,  entered  a  plea  of  nolo  contenders  and  was  fined  $25. 
Another  case,  involving  the  sale  of  this  illegal  container  by  a  grower, 
is  pending  in  the  same  court. 

ks..    APPLE  COLD-STORAGE  HOLDINGS.  MARCH  .1 

Below  is  the  March  1  report  of  cold-storage  holdings  of  apples, 
which  was  released  in  Washington  yesterdry  at  2  P.M.:- 

Mar.  1,  1931  Mar.  1,  193.Q  Five-year  Avg. 

Barrels:  l+Sl+,000  897,000    '  1,1+62,000 

Boxes:  11,337,000  7,282,000  7,1+99,000 

Baskets:  2,855,000  2,805,000  1,81+8,000 

Total  holdings  under  refrigeration  were  equivalent  to  5>  215,  000 
barrels,  which  is  22$  more  than  the  total  holdings  of  March  1,  193°,  and 
lkfo  above  the  five-year  average  figure. 


5a.    STORAGE  HOLDINGS  DT  CALIFORNIA 


The  San  Francisco 
and  dry-storage  holdings 

Commodity  &  Containers 
Apples  (Boxes) 
Pears     (Boxes  and  Lugs) 
Onions  (Srcks) 
Potatoes  (Sacks) 


Onions 
Potatoes 


(Sacks) 
(Sacks) 


office  submitted  the  following  report  of  cold 
of  perishables  in  that  State  on  February  26:- 
Total  Cold-Storage  Holdings 
Feb.  2S,.  1931    Feb.  15,1931    Feb.  28,  1930 
2,0Ul,2US 
207,1+53 
89,307 
220, 96I 


1,6^,333 
189,572 
76,161+ 
230,1+57 


9SS,053 
107,21+2 
126,525 


188,929 


Total  Dry-Storage  Holdings 

13,796  19.57^  20,669 

125,808  lUl,  563  90,71+6 


6a.    SPECIAL  REPORT  OH  SCALDED.  APPLES  117  FORE  I  GIT  ■  MARKS  TS 

The  Foreign  Service  Division  of  this  Bureau  issued  on  March  9  a 
special  mimeographed  report,  F.S.jA-355,  entitled:  "Scolded  Apples  on  the 
European  Markets,"     It  is  an  interesting  statement  by  F.  A.  Motz,  of  the 
London  office,  regarding  condition  and  prices  of  American  apples,  which 
show  scald  on  arrival  in  British  and  other  markets.    This  trouble  has  been 
very  prevalent  since  the  first  of  the  year.    Copies  of  the  report  can  be 
had  directly  from  the  Foreign  Service  Division. 
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MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


lb.    FLORIDA  STRAWBERRY  OUTPUT  RATHER  DISAPPOINTING 

Below  is  a  good  report  on  southwestern  Florida  strawberries  and 
celery,  submitted  by  R.  M.  Peterson  from  Plant  City  on  March  10:- 

"All  strawberry  estimates,  past  and. future,  seem  to  be  a  waste  of 
time  and  energy,- '  as  the  yield  is  almost .  entirely  a  question  of  weather, 
which  has  been  decidedly  unfavorable.    On  a  number  of  occasions,   the  vines 
were  heavily  set  with  fruit,  promising  heavy  movement  the  following  week, 
but  rains  and  cool  weather  retarded  development  and  caused  many  berries  to 
rot  in  the  field.    Earlier  estimates  indicated  that  the  peak  movement  would 
occur  around  March  1,  but  February  lU  showed  the  heaviest  day's  movement  so 
far,  with  33  cars  shipped. on  that  date.    The  following  week  witnessed  the 
heaviest  weekly ■ movement,  with  a  total  of  15Q  cars,  but  the.  next  week's 
estimated  total  of  200  dropped  to  103  cars.    During  that  week,  an  inspection 
of  the  fields  showed  a  heavy  set  of  berries,  but  rains  on  the  following 
Monday  reduced. the  movement ■ to  six  cars  on  that  day  and  the  total  shipments 
for  that  wee&,^Mrch  7,  Were  only  ^2  cars. 

"It  now  seems  as  though  the- peak  movement  is  past  and,  unless  un- 
usually favorable  conditions  develop,  the  shipments  from  central  Florida 
will  be  light  for  the  balance  of  this -season.    Vines  are  still  showing  a 
good  set  of  berries,  but  vitality  of  the  plants  has  been  reduced  to  the 
point  where  it  is  doubtful  if  they  can  recover  sufficiently. to  produce  a 
good  crop.     Should  ideal  weather  develop,   it  would  be  several  weeks  before 
the  plants  could  show  much'  improvement,  and  this  would  bring  the  Florida 
crop  in  direct  competition  with  Louisiana  berries,  according  to  present 
indications.     The  total  movement  from  Florida  to  date  is  nearly  kOO  cars 
less  than  output  of  the  two  previous  seasons  to  this  time,  and  that  seme 
difference  will  probably  prevail  at  the  end  of  the  season  unless  the  Starke- 
Lawtey  section  shows  quite  heavy  movement.     This  section  has  a.  greatly  re- 
duced acreage,  but  plants  are  in  good  condition  and,  although  badly  retarded 
by  recent  frosts  and. rains,  they  give  indications  of  a  heavy  crop  late  in 
the  season. 

"The  strawberry  market  at  shipping  point  lias  been  very,  satisfactory 
to  the  growers,  with  prices  during  the  past  two  weeks  averaging  nearly  h$ 
per  pint  higher  than  those  of  the  same  two  weeks  last  season.    Last  week*s 
average  of  nearly  lg$£  per  pint  was  only  l<fi  higher  than'  that  of  the.  previous 
week  but  was  5^  higher  than  the  average  for  the  week    ending.  February  21. 
These  high  prices  prevailed  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  most  berries  were  not 
of  good  quality.  ■ 

"The  movement  of  celery  from  the  Manatee-Sarasota,  section  is  very 
light  and  will  show  no  improvement  until  about  -April  1,  when  it  is  expected 
that  the  spring  crop  will  be  ready  for  cutting.    Sarasota  will  move  around 
15  cars  this  week  and  probably  none  next  week.    Manatee  will  probably  ship 
around  25  cars  each  week  for  the  balance  of  this  month.    Although  nearly 
all  of  the  Sarasota  celery  is  being  sold  as  fair  quality,  it  practically 
meets  the  requirements  of  U.S.  No.  1,  and  approximately  half  the  Manatee 
celery  is  grading  U.S.  Ho,  1." 

2'°.    'ARIZONA  SPRING  LETTUCE  PLANTINGS  were  reduced  sharply  this  year  to 
16,000  acres,  compared  with  23,000  last  spring. 
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3"b.    VERY  HEAVY  SNOWFALL  111  TRESTER1?  FEW  YORK 

The  exceptionally  her.vy  fall  of  snow,  which  occurred  in  western  New 
York' early  this  week,  is  described  by  R.  L.  Sutton,  of  the  Rochester  office, 
in  his  letter  of  March  10:- 

"The  heaviest  snowstorm  of  the  entire  season  has  occurred  in  western 
New  York  during  the  past  two  days  and  is  still  in  progress.     Snow  has  fallen 
to  a  depth  of  17  to  lg  inches.    Temperatures,  however,  have  continued  moder- 
ate, the  minimums  "being  only  two  or  three  degrees  below  freezing.  Although 
the  State  highways  are  kept  fairly- well  open,  the  country  roads  offer  plenty 
of  obstacles  to  automobile  traffic.     The  movement  of  most  lines  cf  produce 
has  been  reduced  in  accordance  with  the  amount  of  hauling  necessary  from  the 
farm.    Commodities  stored  in  commercial  storage-houses,  close  to  a  railroad- 
sidings,  '  can  be  loaded  without  interruption, 

"Shipments  of  .apples  have  been  well  maintained,    From  an  outturn  of 
320  cars  last  week,  kO  to  h^fo  were  destined  for  foreign  markets.    Although  a 
good  portion  of  the  export-roll  is  being  sold  f.o.b.,  there  would  be  consider- 
ably more  interest  shown  by  the  exporters,  if  the  quality  and  condition  of 
the  fruit  were  more  acceptable.    U.S.  No.  1  grade  apples  are  scarce,  the  bulk 
of  the  movement  being  lower  grades,  .  ■  . 

"The  cabbage  deal  is  drawing  to  a  close.    Indications  are  that  less 
than  200  additional  cars  will  move,  although  the  quantity  in  storage  is  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  that  number.    The  season  has  been  a  disappointing 
one,    F.o.b.  prices  are  holding  around  $11-$ 12  per  ton  of  sacked  cabbage  and 
$l-$2  less  for  bulk  shipments. 
J '  ■  ■     "Onions  are  showing  a  little  more  activity,  although  shippers  cannot 
do  much  forcing,  in  the  face  of  heavy  holdings  in  all  the  important  late  pro- 
ducing sections, 

"Dealers  in  potatoes  report  a  rather- slow  demand,  with  the  market 
favoring  dullness.    Growers  are  still  receiving  60^-65^  per  bushel  for  their 
tuber  s . 

"Carrots  continue  to  be  neglected.    Sales  of  100-pound  sacks  from 
farm  storage  brought         last  week,  and  yesterday  some  stock  from  cold  storage 
was  reported  at  55^  Per  sack  of  100  pounds.    Daily  movement  averaged  around 
10  cars." 

Ub.    SAHFORD  CELERY  PRICES  DECLINING- 

J.  B,  Owens  wrote  as  follows  from  the  field  station  at  Sanford,  Fla., 
on  Monday,  March  9:- 

"There  has  been  very  little  change  in  the  Sanford  celery  situation 
during  the  past  week,  other  than  a  slight  decline  in  the  price  on  large  sizes. 
Shipments  from  this  district  for  the  week  were  about  the  same  as  for  the 
previous  week,  averaging  slightly  less  than  60  cars  a  day.    The  movement  for 
this  (current)  week  will  possibly  be  slightly  heavier,  provided  weather  con- 
ditions are  favorable.    The  demand  for  small  to  medium  sized  stock  has  been 
good,  but  that  for  large  stock  has  been  slow,  with  a  gradual  weaJkenirgin  price, 

"Quality  of  the-  crop  continued  good,  with  most  fields  packing  out  a 
heavy  percentage  of  large  sizes.    The  appearance  of  pink  rot  in  the  fields  has 
become  quite  general,  but  the  cool  weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  retarded 
its  development  and,  as  yet,   it  has  caused  no  appreciable  loss." 
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5b .    HEAVY  MOVEMENT  OF  'MA. USE  POTATOES 

W.  D„  Hull  sent  the  following  letter  from  Presque  Isle,  Maine,  on 
March  9*-  ' 

11  It  could  easily  be  said  that  the  eternal  optimism  of  .the  Maine 
potato  shippers  sustained  the  f  ,o.b, ,  market  last  week.    A  few  of  the  opera- 
tors in  each  of  the  larger  villages  persisted  in  paying  5^  per  barrel  above 
the  prevailing  street-price,  thereby  forcing  the  other  shippers,  who  were 
in  favor  of  lowering  the  price  paid  the  growers, to  stay  in  line  if  they 
cared  to  buy  any  appreciable  amount  of  stock.     Several  of  the  larger  opera- 
tors, with  chains  of  loading  stations,   tried  to  establish  a  price  of  $1.75 
per  barrel,  but,  with  some  of  the  smaller  buyers  paying  $1.S5-$1 .90,   it  was 
impossible  for  those  who  were  offering  the  lower  price  to  get  many  potatoes, 
except  at  sidings  where  they  had  no  competition.     In  the  main,  haulings  were 
about  the  same  as  the  previous  week,  although  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
week  there  was  some  tendency  to  increase  because  of  the  weaker  feeling  which 
prevailed,  while  during  the  preceding  seven  days  many  growers  held  back 
because  of  the  firmer  tendency  of  the  market, 

"Shipments  from  Maine  were  heavier  during  the  first  of  the  week  than 
they  were  the  previous  week,  as  a  result  of  the  number  of  loaded  cars  car- 
ried over  the  week-end  partly  because  of  the  dull  market  in  the  cities  and 
partly  because  of  the  railroad  regulations  which  permit  cars  to  be  shipped 
without  heater-charges  after  the  first  of  March.     It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  daily  shipments  fluctuated  very  little;  the  highest  was  278  cars,  the 
lowest  252,  and  the  average  for  the  week  was  2&4-  cars  per  day.    While  total 
shipments  were  about  70  cars  greater  than  for  the  previous  week,  the  in- 
crease was  in  movement  of  certified  and  selected  seed  and  not  the  result  of 
an  increased  demand  for  table  stock.    Many  dealers  said  that  it  was  the 
quietest  week  since  the  dull  period  of  last  November, 

"Total  shipments  this  season  to  date  are  now  past  3^,000  and  continue 
to  gain  on  the  corresponding  figure  for  last  year.    This  fact  is  the  source 
of  cheerfulness  to  some  and  of  worry  to  others.    The  cheerful  ones  hold  that 
Maine  is  shipping  faster  this  year  than  last,  when  there  was  a  large  crop, 
and  that  by  the  end  of  April  supplies  will  be  so  light  that  the  market  will 
surely  improve.    Those  who  look  on  the  dark  side  of  the  question  say. that 
the  gain  in    shipments  indicates  that  holdings  are  greater  than  the  majority 
realize  and  that  the  increased  shipments  will  no  more  than  take  care  of  the 
portion  of  the  crop  yet  to  be  moved,., 

"Demand  for  seed  was  rather  slow  last  week,  although  there  was  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  certif ied-seed  shipments  reported.     The  majority  of 
these  shipments  are  on  contracts  made  earlier  in  the  season  and  are  no  in- 
dication of  the  present  demand.     In  some  ca.ses,  sales  of  G-reen  Mountains 
were  made  at  lower  levels  than  the  preceding  week;  however,   these  sales  were 
made  by  dealers  who  have  a.  large  supply  of  certified  seed  on  hand  and  are 
anxious'    to  move  as  many  as  possible  without  too  much  regard  for  the  prices 
they  receive, 

"Shippers  do  not  expect    any  marked  upturn  to  the  market  during  the 
current  week.     It  was  the  intention  of  the  larger  operators  to  start  the 
street -price  at  $1,75  Per  barrel  on  Monday, '  March  9»" 
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6"b t    WISCONSIN  POTATO  MARKET  SHOWS  A  SLIGHT  IMPROVEMENT 

The  following  letter  of  March  6  came  from  C.  D.  Schoolcraft,  then 
in  charge  of  the  Waupaca,  Wis.,  field. -station:-  . 

"The  Wisconsin  potato,  market  has  strengthened  slight-ly  -since  the 
first  of  the  week  and  prices  have  advanced  5^-10^  VeT  cwt.    This  may  be 
largely  accounted  for  by  lighter  offerings  on  the  part  of  shippers.  Ship- 
ments have  averaged  about  10  cars  per,  day  fewer  than  in  previous  weeks. 
Eaulings  have  been  very  light,  partly  because  of  bad  weather  the  fore  part 
of  the  week  but  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  most  growers  still  harbor  hopes 
that  prices  will  go  up  again. 

"Shipments  to  date  are  about  7,400  cars,  as  against  11,300  to  the 
same  time  last  season.     If  the  total  for  the  State  reaches  the  11,000-car 
mark,  which  was  the  early  season  estimate  of  the  crop,   shipments  will  have 
to  continue  as  heavy  as  they  were  last  season  after  this  date,  which  is  im- 
probable.    Some  shippers  have  reduced  their  estimates  to  10,000  cars,  but 
any  actual  determination  is  hard  to  get  at,  because  of  the  relatively  high 
percentage  of  the  crop  remaining  with  farmers,  as  compared  with  last  year 
when  dealers'  holdings  were  rather  heavy,   in  some  localities  at  least. 

"A  new  development    the  past  few  days  has  been  a  slightly  increased 
demand  for  No.  2's.    These  are  being  sold  at  45^~50{*  f.o.b,,  but  even  this 
is  a  welcome  figure  to  many  shippers.    JTc  one  seems  to  know  3ust  what  the 
final  use  of  these  No.  2's  is.    Perhaps  they  are.  being  used  in  stew,  to 
displace  some  of  Mr.  Prugh1 s  lettuce." 

7b.    POTATO  APT)  QUI 0W  IIBWS  PROM  COLORADO 

The  following  letter  of  March  7  came  from  B rye e  Morris,  of  the 
Denver  office:-  ! 

"The  past  week  has  seen  an  abundance  of  moisture  throughout  all  sec- 
tions of  Colorado,  with  the  total  well  in  excess  of  normal  at  this  time  of 
year.     The  thermometer  dropped  to  an  official  of  7°  above  zero  Friday  night, 
March  6,  which  is  the  lowest  point  reached  this  winter. 

"Potato  shipments  from  the  San  Luis  Valley  total  exactly  S,S00  cars 
to  Friday  night,  March  6.    This  compares  with  g, 072  last  year  at  this  time 
and  the  final  movement  of  9, 04b  for  the  season.    Shippers  generally  estimate 
1,200  to  1,500  cars  remaining  in  the  Valley.    A  better  demand  was  noticed 
at  Colorado  shipping  points  Friday,  a.nd  on  Saturday  morning  indications  were 
that  prices  would  advance  over  the  week-end. 

"Onion  shipments  from  the  Arkansas  Valley  have  now  reached  1,208  cars, 
Dealers  vary  in  the  estimate  of  supplies  left,  but  it  is  certain  that  at 
least  1,250  cars  will  be  shipped  and  possibly  1,300  cars.    The  movement  by 
this  time  last  year  was  2,159  cars,  and  approximately  4 00  were  shipped  after 
this  date  last  season.    All  the  stock  shipped  in  sacks  from  the  Arkansas 
Valley  is  now  grading  around  90$  U.S.  Ho.  1  and  a.  good  demand  has  developed 
for  three-inch  Valencias." 

7ib .     CELERY  PACKAGED 

Celery  wrapped  in  moisture-proof  cellophane  will  be  the  latest 
perishable  to  be  packaged,  if  experiments  now  under  way  by  Du  Pont  prove 
successful.    Celery  thus  wrapped  is  now  being  distributed  in  the  Chicago 
area  by  one  chain.    Experiments  are  being  made  for  packaging  tomatoes,  let- 
tuce and  asparagus. 
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gb".    LOTO  RIO  GgAjffiE  VALLEY  SITUATION  DISCOURAGING 

W.  D.  Googe  wrote  as  follows  from  Brownsville,  Texas,   in  a  letter 
of  March  S . 

"Marketing  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  fruits  and.  vegetables  during  the 
past  week  has  continued  to  be  disappointing'  to  growers  and  shippers.  A 
slightly  better  inquiry  for  cabbage  a  week  ago  brought  loadings  xip  to  around 
100  cars  drily,  and  by  Thursday  shippers  reported  .that  there  was  very  little 
demand  at  any  price.    A  few  wire-order  sales  were  reported  as  high  as  $9 
per  ton  early  in  the. week.    Growers  were  being  paid  as  high  as  ,45  a  "ton. 
At  the  close  of  the  week,  growers  received  mostly  $3  sttd  $4-  per  ton  from 
shippers  who  were  financially  interested  in  their  crops.    Some  operators 
refused  to  take  cabbage  from  any  other  than  their  regular  customer  growers. 
Cash—  track  business  was  very  light,  even  in  ..cars  of  mixed  vegetables.  These 
were  generally  loaded  only  upon  receipt  of  specif ic ' orders . 

"The  carrot  movement  was  draggy,  with  lettuce  crates  going  mostly  «at 
$  1.104 1.20  f  .o.b.  Usual  terms,  the  higher  price  being  for  carefully-packed 
half-long  varieties.    There  was  little  demand  for  Chantenays,  and  Ox  Hearts 
were  not  desired  at  all.    Beets  moved  fairly  well  at  mostly  a  nickel  lower 
than  carrots,  as  long  as  shipments  held  around  a.  dozen  cars  a  day.  The 
Valley  has  an  abundant  supply  of  beets  this  season,  and  the  quality 'is-  re-  . 
ported  to  be  the  best  in  many  years.     Turnips  are  still  to  be  had  at  .any 
price  buyers  are  disposed  to  pay,  but  many  growers  are  plowing  them  under 
because  of  the  slow  demand. 

"The  unseasonably  cold  weather  which  has  prevailed  throughout  the 
country  brought  a  few  light  frosts  here  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley.     S0  far> 
very  little  damage  has  been  reported.    That  has  been  to  beans  and  tomatoes 
in  some  isolated  places,  but  the  loss  of  acreage  has  been  almost  negligible. 
Some  growers  believe  the  yield  will  be  cut  materially,   since  the  plants  are 
being  stunted.     The  weather  forecast  indicates  that  this  cold-spell  will 
continue  through  Monday  and  Tuesday,  March  9  and  10." 

9b.    ABOUT         CARS  OF  IDAHO-  POTATOES  SOLD  IN  OME  DAY  AT  SHIPPING  POINTS 

L,  C.  Tate  made  the  following  interesting  report  in  a  letter  of 
March  6  from  Idaho  Falls  J- 

11  Quite  unexpectedly,  we  found  extremely  heavy  trading  at  Idaho  ship- 
ping points  Friday  night,  March  6,  and,  while  no  change  of  price  occurred 
during  this  flurry,  there  appears  to  be  a  much,  better  feeling  among  the 
potato  dealers, 

UUpper  Valley  sales  on  loaded  cars  amounted  to  S6  cars  of  No.  1 
Russets,  2  cars  of  small  bags,  i+3  cars  of  "No,  2  Russets,  1  can   of  combina- 
tion-pack Russets,  and  3  cars  of  No.  1  Rurals.    At  lower  Valley  stations, 
the  sales  reported  to  us  included  warehouse-packs  consisting  of  32  cars  of 
No.  1  Russets  and  28  cars  of  No..  2  Russets,  while  farm-packs    amounted,  to 
25  cars  of  No.  1  Russets  and  25  cars  of  No.  2  Gussets.    Prices  were  unchanged, 
but,  as  many  of  these  sales  were  for  next  week' s  loading,  we  believe  trading 
will  be  on  a  firmer  basis  next  week  if  we  have  a  normal  or  good  demand. 
These  carlo t  sales  total  2U5  cars,  and  represent  one  of  the  heaviest  day's 
trading  that  has  ever  occurred  in  this  territory." 

—  NEWS  ITEMS  from  branch  offices  will  be  welcomed  by  D.L.  editor. 
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10b .    RAIN,  T7I1TD  AITD  FROST  C0MBI1E  TO  DAMAGE  FLORIDA  CHOPS 

Further  information  about  the  bad  weather  recently  in  southern, 
Florida  is  contained  in  the  following  letter  of  March  7  from  V.  H.  Nicholson, 

at  Miami 

"Rain,  wind  and  frost  have  combined  to  injure  southern  ^lorida  vege- 
tables  this  week.    The  heavy  rain  on  Sundry  "and  Monday  w~s  followed  by  high 
winds ^ on  Tuesday  and  "Wednesday  and  by  colder  weather  and  a  light  frost  in 
some  sections.    Practically ' no  ^locality  escaped  without  some  damage  from 
the  inclement  weather. 

"There  was  a  rainfall  of  3«38  inches  here  in  Miami  during  Sunday  and 
Monday.    -Growers  and  shippers  report  that  the  fall  was  heavier  north  of  here 
and  over  on  the  West  Coast  in  Collier  and  Lee  counties,  but  was  much  lighter 
south  of  here  and  .especially  so  in  the  tomato  section. around  Homestead,  Ac- 
cording to  all  available  reports,  it  now  appears  that  probably  75$  °f  the 
2,500  acres  of  tomatoes  in  Collier  County  will  be  lost.    The  damage  to 
Broward  County's  3,000  acres  of  tomatoes  has  been  variously  estimated  at  25$ 
to  kofo  loss  from  the  high  water.     In  the  Homestead  area  there  was.  some  drown- 
ing, but  the  loss  will    not  exceed -10$  of  the  U, 000  to  U j  500'  acres  in  that 
area.    There  is  still  a' -possibility  that  a  part  of  the  flooded  acreage  will 
recover,   if  ideal  weather  conditions  prevail,  but  the  yields  of  such  acreage 
would  probably  be  cut  considerably.    The  yield  on  much  of  the  remaining 
acreage  has  probably  been  cut,  and  the  quality  of  all  shipments  during  the 
next  few  days  is  expected  to  be  rather 'ordinary.    The  high  wind  which  follow- 
ed the  rain  whipped  the  vines  in  many  localities  and  did  some  damage,  but  the 
cold  weather  Wednesday  night  did  little  damage  to  the  tomato  crop,  and  only 
light  frost  was  noticed  in  a  very  few  localities  in  the  tomato  areas. 

"While  the  beans  and  peppers  around  Pompano  and  the  beans  around  Lrke 
Okeechobee  escaped  without  serious  damage  from  the  rain,  the  high  '.-find  whip- 
ped the  vines  and  scarred  most  of  the  young  beans.     The  cold  weather  was  ac- 
companied by  a  frost  in  the  Lake  Okeechobee  region  on  Wednesday  night,  but 
clouds  prevented  frost  on  the  East  Coast.     The  damage  to  the  beans  between 
Canal  Point  and  Belle  Glade  has  been  -variously  estimated  at  10$  to  25$. 
There  was  practically  no  damage  north  of  Canal  Point  and  south  of  Belle  Glade 
around  to  South  Bay. 

"While  there  was  no  frost  in  the  Pompano  area,  the  temperature  fell 
to  3^-°  according  to  one  grower  there.     There  was  some  damage  from  the  low 
temperature  and  the  high  winds  in  that  section  and 'it  is  probable  that  yields 
will  be  reduced  at  least  one-fourth.    Most  shipments  of  beans  will  be  of 
rather  ordinary  quality  for  a  week  or  10  days.    Growers  and  shippers  report 
little  drmage  to  the  peppers  in  the  Port  Lauderdale-Pompano  area,  but  it  is 
probable  that  the  quality  of  the  crop  has  been  injured." 

10fb .    TWO  ADDITIONAL  SUMMARIES 

Two  additional  summaries  of  field  deals  have  been  issued  this  week:- 
" Marketing  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  Asparagus,  193^  Season,"  by 

J.  H.  Hoover,  of  the  Atlanta  office,   issued  from  Atlanta. 
"Marketing  Eastern  Shore  Strawberries  (Del.,  Md.  and  Va.),  1330  Serson, 11 
by  V.  H.  ITicholson, 
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lib.    THE  RHUBARB.  SITUATION  IIT  STATE  Op  WASHIHG-TOI? 

T.-R.  Hall,  of  the  Seattle  office,  sent  the  following  interesting 
letter  under  date"  of  March  6;-  ; 

"The  harvesting  and  marketing  of  rhubarb  from  the  Suraner-Puyallup 
district  of  Washington  is  still  occupying  the  attention  of  growers  and  ship- 
pers.   Records  show  60  cars  of  this  early  vegetable  have  moved  from,  western 
Washington,  but  the  quantity  moving  by  auto  truck  and  in  less-than-carlots  , 
or  in  mixed  cars,   indicates  that  a  total  of  rbout  125,000  crates,  or  an 
equivalent  of  110  carloads,  has    been  marketed  to  date  since  the  opening  of 
the  1931  season.     Operators  estimate  that  the  aggregate  movement  will  ap- 
proach 125  cars,  before  the  outdoor  crop  makes  any  appreciable  inroads  on 
the  markets, 

"The  distribution  has  been  rather  wide  and  satisfactory  returns  have 
been  reported.    Chicago  is  the  leading  market  for  car-lots,  but  San  Francisco 
and  Los  Angeles  have  both  been  centers  of  distribution  for  the  earlier  ship- 
ments.   An  occasional  car  has  been  marketed  in  Kansas  City,  St.  Louis,  and 
one  or  two  other  eastern  cities.    Some  of  the  crop  has  moved  by  express  into 
Montana .and  other  Rocky  Mountain  States,  while  the  auto-truck  has  distributed 
liberal  quantities  to  the  nearby  northwestern  cities, 

"The  f.o.b,  market  has  registered  a  slight  decline  during  the  past  10 
days.    Currently,  shippers  are  selling  on  the  basis  of  $1.10,  95^  and  60^, 
for  Extra  Fancy,  Fancy  and  Choice  grades  respectively.    Ten  days  ago  the 
Extra  Fancy  rhubarb  was  quoted  at  $1.35  f°r  "the  usual-size,  ten-pound  box, 
and  other  grades  proportionately  lower, 

"The  season  for  the  outdoor  rhubarb  crop  promises  to  be  errly  this 
year.    Last  year,   the  first  packages  of  this  crop  appeared  on  the  Seattle 
market  on  April  2,  though  offerings  were  not  very  liberal  until  well  toward 
May.    This  year,  the  mild  bright  weather  is  advancing  everything,  and  we  may 
learn  of  an  occasional  cutting  of  the  outdoor  crop  within  two  weeks.  Ap- 
proximately 100  carloads  can  be  harvested  for  shipment     from  the  nearby 
truck-gardens,  if  market  conditions  vail  justify." 

12b.    ANOTHER  REPORT  PIT  IDAHO  POTATOES 

Another  letter  of  March  6,  from  L.  C,  Tate  at  Idaho  Falls,  included 
the  following  information:- 

"The  potato  market  has  been  unusually  quiet  at  Idaho  shipping  points 
during  recent  weeks,  but  during  the  last  three  days  I  have  noted  a  tendency 
among  dealers  to  accumulate  a  fair  quantity  of  potatoes  for  prompt  or  near- 
future  loading.     In  years  past,'  it  has  usually  been  taken  for  granted  that 
potato  jobbers  come  to  a- point,  sometime  in  late  March  or  early  April,  where 
they  wish  to  stock  up  for  the  last  time  on  old  potatoes,  and  this  tendency 
usually  develops  a  good  demand  at  shipping  points.    While  none  of  our  dealers 
out  here  are  expecting  an  active  market,  several  appear  to  believe  the  demand 
will  be  much  better  in  March  than  in  February,  and  they  wish  to  be  prepared 
to  turn  stocks  rapidly  on  a  small  margin. 

"One  of  our  local  dealers  recently  toured  the  State,  and  on  his  re- 
turn estimated  that  on  March  1  there  were  still  12,000  cars  of  potatoes  to 
be  shipped.     It  was  also  his  belief  that  at  the  present  time  as  much  as  25$ 
of  the  State's  gross  movement  consists  of  small  bags  or  of  mixed  cars  loaded 


(continued  over) 
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partly  with  snail  "bags,  For  a  while,  late  in  February,  a  very  large  portion 
of  the  orders  coning  into  Idaho  were  for  snail  "bags,  but  this  week  there  has 
been  a  steady  increase  in  the  call  for  100-pound  hags. 

"To  date  there  has  been  practically  no  movement  and  little  demand  for 
northern  Idaho  seed  potatoes.    With  this  lack  -of  demand,  seed  prices  are 
expected  to  he  low  in  the  spring,  but  it  is  also  expected  that  cheap  seed 
my  induce  a  considerahle  increase  in  speculative  plantings  for  the  coning 
seo.son." 


13b,     COLD  WAVE  KITS  SOUTHW  TRUCK  CHOPS 

Cold  weather  in  the  South  during  the  fore  part  of  this  week  evi- 
dently caused  considerable  damage  to  truck  crops.    Apparently  the  Louisi- 
ana strawberry  crop  was  damaged  to  some  extent  and  first  shipnents  nay  be 
delayed.    The  Hazlehurst-Crystal  Springs  section  of  Mississippi  reports 
approximately  10$  loss  to  tomato  plants  fron  strong  winds,   cold,  and  hail- 
danage,  hut  it  is  not  expected  that  the  intended  acreage  of  this  crop  will 
be  affected.     Slight  injury  was  reported  to  cabbage  and  peas. 

In  southern  and  southeastern  Texas,   tender  spring  vegetables  suf- 
fered considerable  damage.    Snap  beans  probably  suffered  70$  damage,  but 
some  acreage  will  be  replanted.    Green  corn  damaged  50$  in  the  lower  Rio 
G-rande  Valley;  cucumbers  approximately  50$ -but  some  to  be  replanted.  Toma- 
toes in  the  lower  valley  suffered  to  the  extent  of  50$,  but  replantings 
will  be  ma.de.    Plants  still  in  cold  frames  were  not  hurt,   so  the  net  loss 
of  acreage  may  be  slight.    Potatoes  in  the  lower  valley  were  injured  about 
U0$,  but  no  damage,  occurred  in  the  Eagle  Lake-Wharton  district.  Water- 
melons in  Willacy  County  were  damaged  as  much  as  75$  but  less  in  other 
counties.    Yield  of  strawberries  in  Atascosa  County  may  be  cut  by  20$. 
Hardy-  vegetables  escaped  serious  injury.  ' 

B.  C.  BOREE, 
.  Special i-st  in  Market  Hews. 


"THE  AGRICULTURAL  SITUATION"  is  a  24-paged  .monthly  publication 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  printed  on  blue  paper  in  bulletin 
form.     It  is  dated  the  first  of  the  month  but  does  not  come  from  the 
press  until  a  few  days  later.     Each  branch  office  of  our  E.  &  V.  Divi- 
sion should  receive  a  copy  of  this  paper  regalarly,  and  field-station 
men  also  will  be  interested  in  it. 
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Oct.  29* 

Oct. 

6 

Mrv  29 

PEESGUE  ISLE,  iJ.iE . , ** 

$4-2 

w. 

D. 

Hull 

1  Potatoes 

Sept ,11 

Apr.  30 

Hedrich  Blocif. 

1! 

J 

WAUPACA,  WIS . , ** 

S9U 

R. 

G. 

Risser 

Potatoes 

Sept .15 

Mar.  31 

Court  Hous-i  >. 

IDAHO  PALLS,  IDA. , 

8H5 

:  L. 

c. 

Tate 

Potatoes 

Sept. 15 

May  2 

230  Federal  Bide 

1 

WINTER  HAVEN ,  FLA 0 ,  *  * 

920 

H. 

F. 

Willson 

Citrus 

Oct . 

1 

June  b 

DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg, 

-  • 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.,** 

895 

R. 

E. 

Keller 

Apples* 

Oct, 

2U 

Nov.  7* 

Ul2  P.O.  Bldg. 

Onions 

Oct. 

2U 

Mar.  28 

Potatoes 

Oct. 

2U- 

May  15 

MIAMI,  FLA.,** 

937 

V, 

H. 

Nicholson 

Beans 

Nov. 

17 

.  Apr,  1 

Realty  Bldg, 

Peppers 

Dec. 

13 

fey  1 

Tonatoes 

Jan. 

16 

Mrv  1 

PLANT  CITY,  FLA.,** 

850 

R. 

M. 

Peterson 

Stbr. 

Jan. 

5 

Apr.  1 

Hotel  Plant 

Vegs, 

Jan. 

5 

Apr.  1 

BROWNSVILLE,  TEXAS,** 

931 

c. 

D. 

Schoolcraft 

■  Cabbage 

Jan. 

5 

May  15 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

Spinach 

Jan, 

5 

Mar.  28 

Beets 

Jan. 

5 

.  May  15 

Carrots 

Jan, 

6 

fey  15 

Beans 

Mar . 

16 

Mav  1 R 

Potatoes 

Mar. 

16 

May  15 

Onions 

Mar. 

23 

Apr.  30 

Tonatoes 

Apr. 

27 

May  29 

S  AiTFORD ,  FLA . ,  *  * 

910 

J. 

B. 

Owens 

Celery 

Jan, 

26 

Apr.  25 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.,** 

815 

A. 

1, 

Prugh 

Lettuce 

Mar , 

IS 

AtiT        1  P( 
"p*  .  J.O 

602  Security  Bldg. 

The  following  station  will  close 

on  date  indicated • 

BRATTLE Y,  CALIF.,** 

933 

A. 

E. 

Prugh 

Lettuce 

Jan, 

5 

Mai".  Ik 

Planters'  Hotel  Bldg 

L. 

T. 

Kirby 

**  State  cooperating  *  Reports  discontinued 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Chicago  W,  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco  (301  Wells  Fargo  Bldg.) 

W.  D.'  Googe  on  military  leave  in  Texas 
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[     INSPECTION  SERVICE     |  ." 

lc.    FURNISHING  INFORMATION  ON  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTED  CARS 

Since"  the  passage  of  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act, 
there  has  "been  an  increased  demand  on  the  part  of  receivers  for  information 
on  cars  which  have  "been  inspected.    Many  receivers  and  brokers  desire  to 
know  whether  certain  cars  have  been  inspected  at  point  of  origin  and,   if  so, 
what  grade  was  certified.    When  a  receiver  or  "broker  asks  whether  a  certain 
car,  in  which  he  is  financially  interested,  was  inspected  at  point  of  origin 
and  simply  wants  to  know  whether  it  was  certified- as  U.S.  No.  1  or  not,  and 
this  information  can  be  obtained  from  the  lists  of  shipping-point  inspected 
cars  on  file,   it  may  be  given  to  him  free  of  charge.     If  he  desires  a  in- 
tailed  report,  he  should  be  informed  that  he  can  obtain  same  by  wiring  the 
Washington  office  prepaid  and-,   in  addition  to  paying  for  a  collect  telegram 
from  this  office  giving  the  principal  features  of  the  inspection,   it  will 
be  necessary  for  him  to  pay  the  usual  fee  of  $1    for  certificate  copy  which, 
will  be  mailed  to  him. 

Inspectors  in  receiving  markets  should  not  use  the  leased  wire  to 
obtain  detailed  reports  on  shipping-point  inspected  cars  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  the  receivers  with  free  information.    The  receivers  should  pay 
for  their  own  wires  to  Washington,   requesting  information  of  this  kind.. 
When  the  inspector  wires  Washington  for  a  report  on  a  certain  car,  it  will 
be  assumed  that  the  information  is  needed  in  connection"  with  an  appeal  in- 
spection, i 

It  may  frequently  happen  that  a  dealer  will  request  information  on 
cars  which  do  not  appear  on  the  lists  of  inspected  cars.     If  he  simply  de- 
sires to  know  the  grade,   the  inspector  may  use  the  leased  wire  to  obtain 
a  report  as  to  grade  from  Washington,  but  a  detailed  report  will  not  be 
wired  in  such  case.    A  wire  from  inspectors  asking  for  reports  on  certain 
cars  will  be  interpreted  to  mean  that  detailed  reports  are  desired,  but  wires 
asking  simply  for  grade  will  be  interpreted  to  mean  that  detailed  reports 
are  not  desired.    The  commercial  wire  should  never  be  used  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  information  as  to  grade  for  the  benefit  of  some  final** 
cially-interested  party. 

It  is  believed  that  the  policy  of  furnishing  information  as  to  grade, 
free  of  charge,  will  strengthen  the  service  and  may  prevent  the  necessity  of 
many  appeal  inspections.    This  policy  may  appear  to -some  as  very  liberal, 
but  it  seems  proper  to  furnish  such  information  readily  when  it  can  be  done 
without  cost  to  the  Government.     It  is  not  to  be  expected,  however,  that  it 
will  be  the  policy  to  furnish  this  free  information  on  a  wholesale  scale, 
because  the  work  i/ould  become  too  burdensome  in  many  of  the  larger  offices. 
The  information  should  certainly  be  furnished  to  anyone  who  has  good  inten- 
tions of  requesting  an  inspection  and  whose  final  decision  depends  upon  the 
grade  as  certified  at  shipping  point. 

The  next  two  items  have  been  taken  from  California  "inspectors'  Notes" 
issued  at  Sacramento  on  March  6:- 

2c .    N0GAL3S  INSPECTIONS  HEAVY 

R.  K.  Bertelson  advised  that  inspections  at  Ho gales,  Arizona,  for  the 
month  of  February  covered  a  total  of  723  cars,   consisting  of  555  tomatoes, 
123  peas,  35  mixed,   9  bell  peppers,  and  1  snap  beans.    During  February  of  la: 
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year  about  501  cars  were  inspected  there.    He  states  that  this  February  is 
the  largest  single,  month  at  No gales  since  the  inspection  service  was  inaug- 
urated.   The  total  to  date  this  season  is  1,3^9  cars. 

Total  shipments  this  season  to  date,  crossing  the  border  at  Nogales 
are  reported  as  1,305  cars  of  tomatoes'.,   1,266  cars  of  peas,  102  cars  of  ■ 
hell  peppers,  121  cars  of  mixed  vegetables,  25  cars  of  snap  beans,   2  cars 
of  eggplant,  and  1  car  of  cucumbers,  making  a  total  of  2,  S22  cars.  Lost, 
season  to  that  some  date  the  figures  were  1,852  cars  of  tomatoes,  2,032 
cars  of  peas,  11 5  cars  of  bell  peppers,  96  cars  of  mixed  vegetables,  9  -cars 
of  snap  beans,  and  5  cars  of  cucumbers,  making  a  total  of  14,109  cars. 

He  reports  that  heavy  rains  lasting  about  three  days  from  February 
10  to  13  seriously  damaged  the  tomato  crop  in  Mexico.     In  some  sections  as  • 
•much  as  three  inches  of  rain  was  reported,  and  the  shippers  at  Nogales  es- 
timated that  approximately  ,6 5^a  of  the  crop  was  damaged.     Future  shipments 
are  expected  to  be  considerably  less  than  during  the  month  of  February,, 
Mr.  Bertelson  reports  that  some  cars  arriving  since  the  rain  have  shown 
-large  percentages  of  decay,  one  car  in  particular,  showing  an  average,  of. 


3c.    FEBRUARY  INSPECTIONS  IN  CALIFORNIA 

About  3,700  inspections  were  made  at  shipping  points  in  California 
during  February,    The  leading  districts  were  as  follows:-    1-1  Centro- 
Brawley,  2,1^4;  Santa  Maria,  6lS;  San  Diego,  303;  San  Jose-Hayward,  19!+; 
Los  Angeles,  113;  and  San  Francisco,  139  including  93  ships ide  inspections. 

ho,    PEAR  "CLUSTER  ROT"  FOUND  AT  YAKII.A,  "WASHINGTON 

Recently  Carl  W.  Schisler,  of  the  .'Yakima  inspection  force,  found' a 
lot  of  An  j ou.  pears  in  storage  which  carried  a  considerable  percentage  of 
"cluster  rot,"  caused  by  the  fungus  Botrytis. 

Specimens  from  this  lot  were  submitted  to  Dr.  J.  S.  Cooley,  of  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  at  Hood  River,     In  acknowledging  these  specimens, 
Dr.  Cooley  advised  that  about  25,000  or  30,000  boxes  of  Hood  River  pears 
were  wrapped  this  year  in  specially  treated  paper,  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  this  decay  from  one  pear  to  another  in  the  package.    This  specially 
treated  paper  was  originated  by  Dr.  Cooley  and  he  reports  that  the  results 
of  this  year's  tests  are  very  encouraging. 

R.  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Insx^ection. 

l'e.     INFORMATION  REGARDING-  LICENSEES 

•  ■  Carbons  of  field  correspondence  indicate  that  some  field  men  are  in- 
quiring of  others  as  to  whether  certain  firms  are  licensed  or  have  branches 
in  operation  in  the  territory  of  other  field  offices. 

The  lists  sent  put  to  field  offices  do  not  contain  the  names  of  the 
branches  which  are  being  operated  under  the  license  of  parent  organizations, 
This  information  can  be  obtained  only  from  the  Washington  files.    Such  in- 
quiries should  be  p.ddressed  to  C.  H,  Walleigh,  of  the  licensing  section,  in 
Washington. 

.F,  G. , R0BB,  s 
•  ■  In  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch. 
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RECEIVING-POINT  INSPECT  I  PITS  DURING  FEBRUARY,  1931 


Inspections 

Inspections 

Declined 

Total 

Same  Month  ' 

for 

for  lack 

Total 

Market  s 

Inspect  ions 

Carriers 

'of  t  ime 

fees 

Atlanta 

^3 

58 

2 

0  % 

188 .1+1 

Baltimore 

57 

U9  ■  ': 

0 

0  ■ 

227 . 50 

Boston 

121 

2U9 

30 

0 

1+86.73 

Buffalo 

23 

35 

1 

0 

91 .1+0 

Chicago 

372 

166 

1+ 

0 

1,621.66 

Cincinnati 

52 

71  ' 

0 

0 

233.10 

Cleveland 

26 

28 

0 

0 

153.08 

Columbus 

12 

2k 

0 

0 

U9.OO 

Denver 

:    .  17 

26 

0 

0 

79.1+6 

Detroit 

59 

•  63 

0 

0 

25I+08 

ft .  Worth 

15 

26 

0 

0 

so.  59 

Harrisburg 

5 

1 

2 

0 

20.88 

Houston 

19 

^3 

1 

0 

88. 15 

Indianapolis 

17 

19 

1 

0 

70.00 

Jacksonville 

73 

72 

0 

0 

290.50 

Kansas  City 

.  66 

66 

17  ' 

1+ 

285.25 

Los  Angeles 

•  :  16 

20 

5 

0 

6i+.  50 

Memphis 

30  ■ 

1+2 

21 

0 

131+.00 

Milwaukee 

•70' 

60 

1 

-  0 

265.00 

Minneapolis 

29 

26 

0 

0 

118. kk 

Newark 

95 

79 

7 

10 

379.50 

New  Haven 

l+l 

6S 

6 

0 

206.81+ 

New  Orleans 

los 

113 

30  • 

0 

255.50 

New  York 

585 

11+2 

2 

3,11+2.86 

Norfolk 

19 

12 

0 

1+ 

88.1+5 

Omaha 

-  61 

35 

1 

1 

21+2.00 

Philadelphia 

132 

220 

0 

1 

1+87.85 

Pittsburgh 

75 

■  160 

17 

2 

302.3!+ 

Portland 

6  ■ 

21 

1 

0 

39.00 

Providence 

26 

33 

1 

0 

118. 30 

Ho Chester 

1+ 

2 

0 

0 

lb.00 

Sacramento 

u 

■  2 

0 

0 

22.75 

St .  Louis 

65 

51 

5 

0 

265.06 

S-alt  Lake  City  . 

2 

6 

0 

0 

6.50 

San  Diego 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Ian  Francisco 

10 

13 

1 

0 

39.SO 

Seattle 

2 

7 

0 

0 

8.00 

Springfield 

35 

69 

6 

0 

1S1+.93 

Toledo 

2k 

11+ 

0 

0 

5^.50 

Trenton 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

Washington 

106 

113 

1+ 

0 

501+.12 

Wilkes-Barre 

11+ 

13 

1 

0 

55.70 

TOTAL 

2,786 

2,769 

.  >°7 

2k  $11,262.03 

The  following  inspections  were  made  under  agreement  with  the  Northern  Ohio 
Food  Terminal  at  Cleveland:  -  Total  1,^+0:  1,323  N.Y.C.&St.L. ,  8  B&0-  11  Erie; 
53  Penna.  R.R.,  and  5  Federal  Cold  Storage. 
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III 


INSPECTIONS  FOR  ;THS  lATl  AND"  mm&  CORPS  DURING  FEBRUARY,  1931 


SYUBDLS . 
IT  -  NAVY 
M.  -  IvlARINF 
CORPS 

Fru.it s  and  . 
vegetables'  : 
PASSED 

 -  

Fru.it  s  and 
vegetables 
REJECTED     .  - 

TOTAL  ; 
QUANTITY  , 
.  INSPECTED  '' 

"Cuts"  r.iade 
to  comply 
with  speci- 
fications 

1 1  ens 
Silled 
Short- 

weight 

STATIOITS 

I  M' 

N                 M :. 

it  ;m 

IT  M 

H  M 

GREAT  LAOS 

.100037 

o: 

3SS65 

0 

132902 

.0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1EW  YORK 

1  S7UUO 

52220 

3357 

225 

>.,  90797 

52445 

0 

0 

0 

0 

NORFOLK 

790556 

0 

5os44 

0 , 

S4l400 

•0 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

PHILADELPHIA, 

:  2U1619 

20969 

11114 

10 

252733 

20979 

457 

111 

0 

0 

SAN  DIEGO 

409S5S 

50U52 

6910 

,  300 , 

41676s 

50752 

613  - 

39 

0 

0 

SAN  FRAMCISCO 

4S000 

120400 

0 

2094  804 

4sooo 

0 

-  0 

0 

0 

SA1T  PEDRO 

153576 

0 

1500 

0 

155076 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

VALLEJO 

.  146935 

35730 

11565 

53S6 

15S500 

4m6 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

39044  25 

•207371- 

244  5  55 

5921 

4l4S9S0 

213292 

1070 

150 

C 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  U.  S.  SHIPPING  BOARD: 

NEW  YORK          |  613U 

0 

6134 

0 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  U.  S.  VETERANS1  HOSPITAL: 

CHICAGO 
MILWAUKEE 
NEW  YORK 
PHILADELPHIA 
ST.  LOUIS 

4444  s 

16533 
132273 

U321S  • 
224  so 

960 

1037 

17484 
£115 
111.5 

4540s 

'  17570 
149757 
51333 

0 
0 

0 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

TOTAL 

25S952 

2S711 

2S7S63 

0 

0 

The  New  York  office  also  inspected  the  following:  Fruits  Vegetable: 


United  States  Lines    19387 

Munson  S,S.  Line    11553 

Dollar  S.S.  Line    Sl+59 

American  France  Line   ,  ...  3458 

American  Diamond  Line   .    4071 

American  India  Line    1218 

American  Brazil  Line  . . . 

Total 


5209 


11051b 
6U513 

25215 
21U05 

18124 

6b20 
765 


Rejections 
200 
129 
90 
0 

100 
0 
0 


53S55  2U775S 


519 


The  Srn  Pedro  office  also  inspected  the  following  for  the  Navy:  Bread 
2,4-22  lbs.,  butter  1,702,  cheese  275;     The  Vallejo  office  also  inspected 
20,hc)0  lbs.  bread  and  550  lbs.  rolls  for  the  Navy, 


ITS 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  OF'-  SEIPF ING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 


State 


FLORIDA: 

LOUISIANA: 
TEXAS: 
NEW  YORK: 
ARIZONA: 


Supervisor 


0.  G.  Strauss, 
P.O.  Box  1SS, 
Orlando,  3?la. 

G.  R.  Warren, 
Caribou,  Maine 

H.  S.  Moles, 
University  Station, 

Baton  Rouge,  La, 

H.  T.  Longino, 

Room  5»  Madison  Hotel, 
Harlingen,  Texas. 

J.  A.  Marks, 

310  Triangle  Bldg., 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

R.  H.  Bertelson, 
BBB  Bldg., 

ITo gales,  Arizona 


Products 


Citrus 


Potatoes 


Sweet- 

potatoes 
Vegetables 

Vegetables 


Fruits  & 
vegetables 


Mexican 
tomatoes 


Approximate  date  of 


Opening  Closing 


Aug.  27 

Sept.  1 

Sept.  1 
Nov .  5 
Nov.  20 

Oct.  27 

Dec.  1 


May  1 

Apr.  15 

"pr.  1 
Apr . . 1 
Apr.  1 

Apr.  1 

May  1 


REPORTS  regarding  Ohio  shipping-point  inspections  can  be  obtained 
by  addressing  M.  W.  Baker,  at  our  Columbus  office. 

Indiana  and  Michigan  shipping-point  inspection  reports  can  be 
had  from  the  Federal-State  Inspection  Service, 
Court  House,  Warsaw,  Indiana. 

Reports  regarding  shipping-point  inspections  of  Tennessee  sweet- 
-    potatoes  can  be  obtained  from  Nelson  B.  Rue, 
Division  of  Markets,  Nashville. 

OFFICE  NOTES: 

B.  C,  Boree  returned  to  Washington  last  Tuesday    after  his  three 
weeks1  trip  throughout ' the  South  in 'the  interest  of  the  Market  News  Service, 
He  reports  a  very  satisfactory  trip. 

J.  G.  Cross  was  in  Denver  this  week,  and  will  now  proceed  to  Kansas 
City,  Omaha,  Minneapolis,  Chicago  and  Detroit,   to  confer  with  railroad  of- 
ficials and  with  representatives  of  our  Division.    He  plans  to  be  back  in 
Washington  by  March  2$+. 

A.  S,  Mason  stopped  at  the  Washington  office  today,  enroute  from 
Florida  to  New  York  City.    He  expects  soon  to  soil  for  Porto  Rico. 
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QPPICS  NOTES  (Continued); 

W.  H.  Hall,  in  charge  of  the  market-news  work  in  Chicago,  will  go  on 
two  weeks'  leave,  beginning  this  Saturday.    Luring  his  absence,  "7.  J,  Ber- 
tush,  of  the  Chicago  staff,  will  he  in  charge  of  the  marketer sporting  work 
there . 

Brice  Edwards,  of  Mr.  Pailthorp*s  project  in  Washington,  has  been 
detailed  to  assist  with  work  under  the  P.A.C.  Act.    He  left  Washington  on 
Thursday  of  last  week  and  is  traveling  through  West  Virginia  and  Virginia, 
canvassing  the  territory  in  which  our  Bureau  has  no  permanent  offices. 

It  is  understood  that  J.  M.  Lyle,  of  the  Kansas  City  inspection 
office,  has  recovered  from  his  recent  illness  and  that  Grover  Clyde,  who 
substituted  for  him,  has  now  returned  to  Chicago. 

A.  E.  Mercker,  Secretary  of  the  Interstate  Early  Potato  Committee, 
pirns  to  leave  Washington  on  Sunday  for  a  two  weeks1  trip  through  southern 
potato-producing  districts  in  the  interest  of  the  work  of  the  Committee. 
On  March  l6  and  17  he  expects  to  be  at  Gainesville,  Pla.;  ISth  at  Hastings, 
Pla.;  19th  at  Auburn,  Ala.;  20th  and  21st  around  Bay  Minette,  Ala.;  22nd 
to  25th  in  the  vicinity  of  Baton  Rouge,  La.;  26th  at  Savannah,  C-a.;  27 th- 
at Charleston,  S.C.;  2Sth  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  arriving  in  Washington  again  on 
March  29.    On  this  trip  Mr.  Mercker  will  confer  with  State  agricultural  of- 
ficials and  extension  workers,  as  well  as  with  potato  growers  and  dealers. 

L.  G.  C.  Peirce,   of  the  St.  Louis  inspection  office,   is  now  sick 
in  bed,  and  W,  A.  Kilgeson  has  been  sent  from  Chicago  to  handle ' that  work 
during  Mr.  Peirce' s  absence. 

A.  B.  Polster  left  Cincinnati  on  Wednesday  and  proceeded  to  the 
Port  Worth  office,  where  he  will  substitute  for  M.  C.  Gregory  during  the 
next  two  weeks,  while  Mr.  Gregory  is  on  military  leave  in  Texas,  Mr. 
Polster  will  open  the  new  office  at  Dallas  about  April  1. 

H,  A,  Bowers,  of  the  New  York  City  inspection  staff,  lias  been  as- 
signed permanently  to  the  inspection  office  in  Cincinnati.    He  arrived  in 
that  "market  about  Wednesday  and  all  conmuni cat ions  regarding  Cincinnati 
inspections  should  now  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Bowers  instead  of  to  Mr.  Polster. 

It  is  expected  that  W.  P.  Plummer  will  go  from  Hew  Haven  to  Boston 
by  next  Monday,  March  lG,  and  he  will  be  in  charge  of  the  -^oston  inspection 
office  after  that  date.    R.  W.  Tyson  will  be  in  charge  at  Hew  Haven  begin- 
ning next  Monday;  he  will  go  there  from  New  York  City.    Please  note  all 
these  changes  on  your  list  of  inspection  offices. 

W.  H.  Steinbauer  arrived  from  Boston  last  week  and  has  now  taken  up 
his  new  duties  under  the  P.A.C.  Act  in  Washington.    His  office  is  in  the 
Parle  Building,  uptown. 
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EHUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LET  TEH 
(Issued,  every  Friday)- 

CONFIDENT  IAL 
Not  for  publication 

is-    A  PERSISTENT  ERROR 

We  find  that  many  prominent  members  of  the  fruit  and  vegetable 
trade,   including  the  editor  of  the  Packer,   still  have  the  erroneous  im- 
pression that  no  dealer  is  subject  to  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodi- 
ties Act  unless  he  handles  20  carloads  or  more  per  year.    At  a  recent inforn&l 
conference  with  half  a,  dozen  members  of  the  trade  in  widely  scattered 
cities,  who  met  in  Washington,  we  were  assured  tha.t  many  of  our  o^u  men 
are  giving  out  misinformation  on  this  point. 

Perhaps  the  best  advice  we  can  give  you  is  to  forget  that  you  ever 
heard  of  20  carloads  in  connection  with  this  Act.    You  never  need  to  re- 
member it  except  when  you  are  dealing  with  a  man  who  is  EXCLUSIVELY  A 
RETAILER,     Such  a  man  need  not  obtain  a  license  unless  he  buys  20  carloads 
per  year  in  quantities  of  a  quarter  car  or  more.    The  man  who  handles  one 
barrel  of  apples  or  one  bag  of  potatoes  or  one  hamper  of  beans  from  another 
State  on  commission  must  be  licensed.    The  jobber  who  buys  one  carloau  per 
year  or  four  quarter  carloads  per  year  from  another  State  or  from  a  dealer 
who  received  them  from  another  Sta,te  must  be  licensed.     If,   in  any  of  your 
interviews,  you  have  left  a  commission  man  or  jobber  under  the  impression 
that  he  need  not  obtain  a  license  unless  he  handles  20  cars  per  year,  you 
should  follow-up  the  matter  immediately  and  correct  this  wrong  impression. 

2a.    ADVANCES  OF  FUNDS 

Advances  of  funds  for  official  travel  are  supposed  to  be  made  to 
cover  the  expenses  of  a  single  trip.    When  the  expense  account  is  rendered, 
if  the  entire  advance  ha.s  not  been  used,   the  employee's  check  for  the  un- 
expended balan.ce  should  accompany  his  expense  a.ccount.     In  the  causes  of 
those  who  are  in  a  fairly-constant  travel  status,   it  lias  been  arranged  to 
alloy/  an  advance,  approximately  equal  to  one  month's  expenses,  to  remain 
in  the  employee's  hands  while  he  is  in  a  travel  status.    These  rules  are 
generally  well  understood  and  are  usually  observed.    However,  there  a,re 
causes  in  which  employees  are  tempted  to  spend  this  advance  of  funds  for 
personal  uses,  expecting  the  expense  voucher  to  balance  the  account.  This 
is  not  the  purpose  of  the  advance  and  is  a  practice  which  is  always  liable 
to  cause  embarrassment.    For  example,  -  an  employee  receiving  an  advance 
of  funds  of  $200  and  who  uses  this  advance  to  make  a  payment  on  a,  person^ 
ally-owned  automobile  is  liable  to  embarra,ss  both  himself  and  the  Department 
and  should  never    yield  to  the  temptation.     Sickness  or  dea-th  in  his  own 
family  may  make  it  necessary  to  terminate  a.  trip  at  any  moment.  Unforeseen 
happenings  in  the  official  service  may  make  it  necessary  to  recall  an 
employee  to  his  headquarters  on  short  notice.     In  any  such  ca,se,  the  entire 
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amount  of  the  advance  which  has  not  "been  actually  expended  in  official 
travel  is  due  the  Disbursing  Clerk  in  cash  and  immediately.    An  employee 
has  no  right  to  say  that  the  advance  is  secured  by  the  amount  to  his  credit 
in  the  retirement  fund.    This  credit,  is  supposed  to  become  available  for  such 
purposes  only  in  the  event  of  the  employee's  resignation,  death  or  permanent 
disability.     The  only  safe  rule  is  to  be  absolutely  conscientious  and  care- 
ful not  to  use  an  advance  of  funds  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  contem- 
plated by  the  Department.    When  tempted  to  do  otherwise,  resist  the  impulse, 

1ELLS  A.  SHERMAN 


3a.    REGULATIONS  REGARDING  LEAVE  TAKEN  ON  SATURDAYS 

The  recent  Act  of  Congress,  providing  a  half-holiday  on  Saturdays, 
says  in  part:     "that  on  and  after  the  effective  date  of  this  Act  four 
hours,  exclusive  of  time  for  luncheon,  shall  constitute  a  day's  work  on 
Saturdays  throughout  the  year," 

The  Administrative  Regulations  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
have  been  amended  as  fellows: 

"U^.  Saturdays :-    Saturdays  will  be  charged  as  four  hours  annual 
leave  and  as  a  whole  day  in  sick  leave  and  leave  without  pay." 

All  applications  for  leave,  involving  Saturday,   should  be  prepared 
in  accordance  with  this  ruling. 

Ua.    THE.  CITRUS  FRUIT  SITUATION  IN  FLORIDA 

-  The  following  letter  of  March  17,  from  H.  3P.  Willson  at  Winter 
Haven,  Florida,  will  be  of  interest  to  all  readers :- 

"The  orange  market  showed  some  improvement  this  past  week,  as  indi- 
cated by  both  the  auction  averages  and  f.o.b.  market.    According  to  the 
Clearing  House  shipper-report,   the  f.o.b.  sales  showed  a  gain  of  10^  on  No.  1 
oranges  over  the  previous  week  and  the  cars  rolling  unsold  on  Friday  were 
the  lov/est  for  the  past  eight  weeks.    About  526  cars  of  Florida  oranges  sold 
on  the  leading  auctions  for  an  average  cf  $3.60  per  box,  compared  with  5S6 
cars  at  $3.^0  for  the  previous  week.     Shipments  of  California  oranges  have 
been  comparatively  light  and  Florida  fruit  has  been  in  fairly  good  demand. 
The  quality  of  Florida  oranges  has  been  good,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
they  outsold  California  on  an  average  of  20^  per  box  on  the  auctions.  Ac- 
cording to  commercial  advice  from  California,   shipments  from  that  State  will 
be  decidedly  heavier  from  now  on.    So    the  next  10  days  or  two  weeks,  before 
the  heavier  shipments  of  California  oranges  begin  to  arrive, . is  Florida's 
opportunity  to  ship  fairly  heavy. 

"Grapefruit  auction  prices  also  advanced  10 over  the  previous  week. 
Some  397  cars  sold  at  $2.50,  compared  with  375  at  $2.U0  a  week  ago.  However, 
this  advance  is  liable  tc  be  short-lived,  as  shipments  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  week  were  very  heavy  and  the  supplies  on  the  receiving  markets  will 
be  liberal.     If  the  shipments  this  present  week  continue  heavy,  the  market 
price  will  probably  decline.    The  Clearing  House  is  endeavoring  to  have  its 
shippers  cut  down  their  output  of  grapefruit  this  week,   in  hopes  of  relieving 
the  situation." 
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5a.     STORAGE  HOLDINGS  03?  APPLES  III  PACIFIC  hORTH'flEST 

Mrs.  L.  33.  Gerry,   of  the  Spokane  office,   sent  the  following  report, 
which  is  COHFIDSHI'IAL  so  far  as  holdings  Toy  varieties  are  concerned.  The 
only  figure's  which  nay  "be  used  "by  nerilbers  of  our  Division,  if  desired,  are 
the  totals.    Figures  Toy  varieties  oust  not  be  published  in  any  way; 
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MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


l"b.     INTERESTING-  CROP  NOTES  FROM  IMPEBIAL  VALLEY.  CALIFORNIA 

On  March  J,  A.  E.  Prugh  wrote  the  following  letter  from  Brawl ey. 
He  has  since  changed  his  headquarters  to  Phoenix,  Arizona,  to  report  the 
lettuce  market  in  that  State:- 

"We  had  a  fairly  heavy  frost  last  night  (March  6)  and  another  one  is 
predicted  for  tonight.    Some  damage  was  done  to  tender  cantaloupe  vines, 
from  which  the  paper  caps  had  only  "been  removed  for  a  day  cr  two.    This  may 
not  affect  the  yield  very  much,  but  will  set  them  back  probably  10  days. 
Tomatoes  have  been  damaged  probably  10$  to  15$,  and  there  may  be  about  10$ 
damage  to  peas  in  low  spots. 

"Two  weeks  ago,  the  shippers  claimed  that  'the  lettuce  was  not  here.' 
However,  this  week's  shipments  will  average  about  200  cars  per  day.  The 
psychology  of  believing  future  shipments  would  be  light  has  held  up  the 
cash-track  market,  as  most  eastern  markets  have  not  been  excited  about  the 
price.    As  is  usually  the  case  when  prices  warrant,  the  acreage  is  always 
heavy  enough  here  in  the  Valley  to  enable  shippers  to  get  plenty  of  lettuce, 
^n  account  of  the  advance  in  price  two  weeks  ago,   shippers  apparently  went 
into  fields  that  might  have  been  abandoned,  and  as  a  result  city  markets  are 
now  reporting  the  arrival  of  considerable  ordinary-quality  stock.    It  appears 
now  that  shipments  might  average  150  daily  next  week,  and  this  will  not  give 
the  eastern  markets  a  chance  to  clean-up  before  Arizona  starts,  as  they  ex- 
pect 50  cars  a  day  from  Phoenix  by  the  loth. 

"Even  though  prices  have  been  fairly  good  the  past  month,  most  ship- 
pers will  lose  plenty  of  money  in  this  deal,  for,  up  to  date,  yields  have  been 
very  light,  probably  not  over  75  packed-cut  crates  to  the  acre.    Some  of  the 
market  men  have  no  doubt  noticed  the  'Bright'  brand  commanding  a  premium. 
One  shipper    at  El  Centro  has  endeavored  this  season  to  pack  all  of  this 
lettuce  U.S.  No.  1,  and,  while  in  doing  so  he  has  thrown  away  pelnty  of  let- 
tuce, his  brand  has  sold  for  about  25^  per  crate  more  than  the  others  here 
at  shipping-point.    The  greater  part  of  his  lettuce  has  been  sold  through 
the  auction  and  this  is  the  reason  that  some  auction  sales  of  U.S.  Ho.  1 
have  been  so  far  above  private  sales.    He  has  been  the  keystone  of  the  auc- 
tion, and  last  night,  when  he  sold  all  of  his  cars  at  private  sale,  only  two 
cars  were  bid  on  at  the  auction.    The  present  cool  wea.ther  will  cause  better 
solidity  and  make  more  marketable  lettuce.    Out  of  197  cars  shipped  yester- 
day, 31  srare  inspected  and  2^4  graded  U.S.  Ho.  1  and  27  graded  S5$  U.S.  Ho.  1. 

"For  the  past  couple  of  weeks,  two  or  three  cars  cf  anise  have  been 
moving  daily.    Practically  all  of  it  has  been  going  to  Hew  York.     I  noticed 
the  market  there  was  as  high  as  $i+ . 50  on  lettuce  crates  February  21,  but 
yesterday  it  was  only  $2.50*    The  two  shippers  moving  anise  have  been  some- 
what in  doubt  just  how  to  pack  it,  to  get  best  results. 

"For  several  days,  there  has  been  no  demaud  for  carrots «  Shippers 
have  preferred  to  roll  the  cars  rather  than  take  the  $1  per  crate  offered. 
One  important  company  fcr  several  days  has  been  selling  peas  of  the  Alderman 
variety  for  $U  f.o.b.  cash-track,  which  is  at  least  a  50^  premium  over  the 
Telephones.    Two  cars  of  asparagus  have  been  moving  daily,  but  growers  are 
of  the  opinion  that  movement  from  the  north  will  get  too  heavy  to  make  the 
deal  profitable.    Present  cool  weather  will  curtail  harvesting  here.  The 
strawberry  movement  has  been  light,  on  account  of  the  rains  in  February." 
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2b .    FURTHER  REPORT  ON  CROP^AHAGg  IN  RIO  GRANDE  VALLEY 

C.  D.  Schoolcraft,  who  is  substituting  for  f.  D.  G-ooge,  at  the 
Brownsville,  Texas,  f  ieldr-station,.  wrote  as  follows  in  a  letter  of  March  15:~ 

"The  Texas  cabbage  market  has  taken  on  a  little  firmer  tone  the  past 
couple  of  days  paid  some  shippers  are  expecting  a  little  improvement  in  prices 
next  week.    Prices  to  growers  are  mostly  around  $U.  per  ton,  with  some  best 
stock  bringing  ps  ■high  as  $I| .  50— $  5 .    However,  at  these  prices  only  the  best 
of  the  crop  is  being  bought.    Ordinary  stock  is  being  discounted  or  not  pur- 
chased at  all.     Shipments  pre  running  around  60  cars  per  dry  from  the  Valley 
and  20  to  30  cars  from  the  Corpus,  Christi  district.    With  favorable  market 
conditions,   these  could  be  increased  considerably,  and  this  fact  rather  chills 
any  hopes  thr.t  growers  and  shippers  may  have  for  any  sharp  price-increases. 

"Combined  damage  from  frost  and  blight  to  the  potato  crop  has  been 
serious.    Blight  has  probably  been  the  more  serious  of  the  two  factors,  how- 
ever.   Estimates  of  the  Valley  potato  movement  for  this  yep„r  are  now  being 
placed  at  1,200  to  1,500  cars,  as  against  3>000  cars  last  season.    A  car  or 
two  a  day  is  now  being  shipped,  but  this  is  stock  from  seriously-blighted 
fields  and  is  very  immature  and  sizing  l^r  to  2  inches.     It  is  feared  by  some 
that  this  may  have  a  serious    effect  on  the  later  market  for  potatoes.  The 
movement  will  not  get  under  way  actively  until  late  this  month  or  early  in 
April. 

"Frost  damage  to  beans  was  serious  although  spotted.    Damage  ranges 
from  practically  nothing  in  some  fields  to  complete  loss  in  others,    A  few 
express  lots  have  been  shipped  from  Brownsville,  and  these  express  shipments 
will  likely  increase  somewhat  this  coming  week.     The  market  remains  draggy 
for  beets  and  carrots,  with  prices  holding  at  about  the  same  levels," 

3b.    RECENT  HEWS  PIT  SANFORD  CELERY,  ES CAROLE  A3D  BEASTS 

J.  B.  Owens  sent  the  following  letter  from  Sanford,  Florida,  on 
March  l6 :~ 

"Shipments  of  celery  from  the  Sanf ord-Oviedo  district  during  the  past 
week  were  slightly  heavier,   the  daily  average  being  approximately  65  cars, 
'^he  indications  are  that  shipments  for  this  week  will  be  in  about  the  same 
volume  as  last  week. 

"While  quality  of  the  stodk  harvested  recently  was  generally  good, 
there  was  some  slight  damage  to  the  tops  by  frost.    Pink  rot  is  still  preva- 
lent in  most  fields,  but  weather  conditions  have  not  been  favorable  for  its 
development  and  shippers  report  most  cars  as  arriving  in  good  condition. 
While  the  acreage  of  late  celery  is  much  heavier  this  season  than  last,  the 
outcome  of  these  plantings  is  uncertain.    At  this  time  there  appears  to  be 
a  heavy  percentage  of  seeders  in  this  late  crop,  which  means  a  considerable 
decrease  in  the  expected  yield. 

"There  has  been  very  little  change  in  the  f.o.b.  market  during  the 
week  except  for  a  slight  discount  in  prices  on  the  large  sizes.    The  demand 
for  6-10  dozen's  has  been  fairly  good,  but  2-|-U  dozen's  have  been  draggy. 
Toward  the  end  of  the  week  there  was  p.  slight  improvement  in  the  outside  de- 
mand, and,   if  shipments  continue  as  expected,  it  looks  as  if  the  market  will 
take  on  a  firmer  tone. 

"There  was  p.  slight  increa.se  in  the  shipments  of  escarole  from  this 
district,  but  there  seems  to  be  pra.ctically  no  demand  for  this  commodity. 


(continued  over) 


136 


Division  Letter,  March  20,  1931 


In  sor.ie  instances  receivers  are  guaranteeing  charges,  "but  in  most  cases 
the  shipments  are  rolled  on.  consignment.    The  frosts  of  last  week  did  very- 
little  damage  to  young  "beans  in  this  section.    Most  fields  received  a  tem- 
porary set-hack  in  growth,  but  they  will  overcome  this  with  a  few  days  of 
real  warm  weather." 

Ub.     YAKIMA.  VALLEY  POTATO  OUTPUT  FALLING  SHORT  OF  EXPECTATIONS 

T.  R.  Hall  wrote  as  follows  in  a.  letter  of  March  1T  from  the  Seattle 
office:— 

"A  very  quiet,  unimpressive  closing  period  of  several  weeks  duration 
is  in  prospect  for  Yakima  Valley  potato  growers.    A  sketchy  review  of  the 
potato  situation,  which  has  preva.iled  in  the  western  States  during  the  1930- 
1331  season,  should  disclose  the  main  reason  for  the  unsatisfactory  condition 
in  the  Yakima  Valley: 

"Idaho  had  shipped  mere  than  20,000  cars  of  .potatoes  "by  the  end  cf 
February,  which  is  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  total  movement  for  the  1329- 
1930  season.    Distribution  has  not  only  been  heavy  in  the  eastern  markets 
but  also  in  California.    San  Francisco,  for  instance,  used  nearly  twice  as 
many  carloads  of  Idaho  potatoes  during  the  month  of  February,  1931,  as  for 
the  corresponding  month  in  1330. 

"Oregon's  shipments  through  February  y/ere  also  much  heavier  than  for 
the  entire  1523-1330  season,  and  the  Klamath  Falls  district  is  advantageous- 
ly located  to  place  liberal  quantities  of  potatoes  not  only  in  the  San  Fran- 
cisco market  but  also  into  the  smaller  cities  of  northern  California.  The 
Klamath  Falls  section  is  a  serious  contender  for  markets  which  usually  have 
looked  to  the  Washington  districts  for  supplies. 

"Laboring  under  these  conditions,  the  Yakima  Valley  shippers  have 
found  serious  inroads  being  made  in  the  markets  which  they  have  been  able 
to  at  least  partially  control  during  previous  years.    As  a  result,   the  potato 
shipments  from  Washington  for  the  I53O-I33I  season  tc  date  are  more  than  a 
th.ousa.nd  cars  below  the  movement  to  the  corresponding  date  one  year  ago. 
And  the  total  estimated  production  for  Washington  was  1,300,000  bushels  in 
excess  of  that  for  1929. 

"Reports  from  some  quarters  are  that  the  percentage  of  merchantable 
stocks  in  this  State  is  somewhat  below  earlier  expectations  and,   if  these 
reports  are  well-founded,   the  State's  shipments  may  not  be  so  heavy  as  the 
earlier  reports  indicated.    However,  it  is  more  commonly  recognized  that, 
If  the  market  prices  justified,  a.  much  larger  proportion  of  our  remaining 
stocks  could  be  shipped.    When  operators  can  go  to  the  farmers'  cellars  and 
buy  stock  for  $5-$6  per  ton,  culls  and  rotten  potatoes  out  but  with  the 
buyer  furnishing  the  labor  and  materials,  the  natural  tendency  is  to  cull 
out  aplenty.     It  is  reported  that  some  buyers  are  paying  $10-$ 12  sacked  per 
ton,  f.o.b.  cash  to  grower,  for  stock  intended  tc  meet  the  requirements  of 
Washington  Combination  grade,  but  the  actual  inspection  shows  that  the  stock 
purchased  grades  U.S.  No.  1  or  nearly  approaches  that  standard.    There  are 
also  some  reports  that  the  remaining  stocks  of  U.S.  Mb.  1  grade  and  'bakers" 
are  scarce,  with  the  result  that  the  tone  of  the  market  is  firm." 

CONSTRUCTION  WORK  ON  THE  OFFICE  BUILDING  OF  THE  U.S. DA,  IN  WASH- 
INGTON HAS  BEEN  TEMPORARILY!!  S  CONTINUED ,  BY  REASON  OF  SOME 
FINANCIAL  DIFFICULTY  AFFECTING  THE  CONTRACTOR. 
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5"b.    KAIIT5  POTATO  MAKK5T  PIEM 

W.  D.  Hall  sent  the  following  information  from  Pre s que  Isle  in  a 
letter  of  March  l6:~ 

"The  heavy  snowfall  of  last  Monday  (March  9)  practically  eliminated 
all  hauling  of  potatoes  in  northern  Aroostook  County  until  Wednesday  fore- 
noon.   This  gav-e  the  shippers  an  opportunity  to  dispose  of  loaded  cars  which 
were  unsold  at  the  close  of  business  the  preceding  Saturday,  thus  putting 
the  local  market  in  better -shape  for  any  business  that  might  be  had  later 
in  the  week. 

"Considerable  stock  which  was  still  owned  by  the  growers  but  in 
storage  at  shippers'  warehouses  changed  hands  during  the  fore  part  of  the 
week  at  prices  which  were  equivalent  to  the  street  price  then  being  paid 
for  any  potatoes  that  were  brought  in  from  farm  storages.    The  general  tone 
of  the  street  market  was  firm  throughout  the  week;  local  buyers  berated  one 
another  for  paying  prices  which  would  have  a.  strengthening  effect  on  the 
market,  but  little  genuine  effort  was  made  to  reduce  the  street  price.  Suf- 
ficient potatoes  were  bought  each  dry  at  ^tp-lO^  above  the  general  price  to 
keep  the  farmers  in  a  turmoil  and  make  them  unwilling  to  sell  for  prices 
which  were  near  the  bottom  of  the  range.     The  firm  condition  of  the  local 
f.o.b.  market  made  it  difficult  for  brokers  to  place  orders  at  prices  which 
the  city  buyers  would  readily  pay. 

"The  seed  market  held  -^bout  steady  on  Green  Mountains,  but  what  few 
certified  Cobblers  were  sold  brought  higher  prices  than  before.  Selected 
Cobblers  were  still  in  good  demand  and  some  sales  were, reported  at  prices 
which  were  higher  than  last  week.     Supplies  of  seleH^aj^^i  becoming  light, 
and  many  shippers  think  they  will  clean-up  on  them  this  year." 

6b .    FLORIDA  BERRY  SHIPMENTS  STILL  ACTIVE 

R.  M.  Peterson  sent  the  following  report  on  strawberries  in  a  letter 
of  March  17  from  Plant  City:- 

"Florida  strawberries  have  staged  a  comeback, with  ^3  cars,  including 
reefers,  out  yesterday.     Somewhat  lighter  shipments  are  expected  today  and 
for  the  next  two  days,  but  if  the  weather  continue®  warm  and  clear  the 
movement  should  be  comparatively  heavy  by  Saturday,  with  a.  total  movement 
this  week  estimated  at  175  cars.     Some  shippers  feel  that  the  output  this 
week  will  be  the  peak  cf  the  season,  but  ethers  look  for  a  slightly  heavier 
movement  next  week.     It  is  all  a  weather  proposition  and  it  is  still  possible 
for  the  plants  to  show  their  heaviest  production  the  first  part  of  April, 
but  I  cannot  find  many  who  will  agree  with  me  in  this  contention.  (Quality 
has  improved  rapidly  and  today's  berries  are  looking  fine. 

"Strawberry  prices  at  shipping-point  dropped  from  17;!^  par  pint  on 
Monday  to  lh$  on  Wednesday  but  by  Saturday  (March  lU)  were  back  to  Iji^, 
with  an  average  of  l6|$  per  pint  for  the  week.    Yesterday's  prices  were 
slightly  weaker  around  lb  l/8{£  per  pint,  and  I  look  for  lower  prices  today. 
Light  frost  this  morning  appears  to  have  damagjed  beans  and  peppers  slightly 
but  did  not  affect  strawberries." 

6|b.    AEDITIOIIAI  SUMMARIES  IS  SUSP 

The  following  summaries  of  field  deals  have  been  issued  this  week:- 
"Marketing  ITorth  Carolina  White  Potatoes,  193O  Season,"  by  R.  E.  Keller. 
"Marketing  Southeaster.  Tat erne Ions,  1330  Season,"  by  R.  Maynard  Peterson. 
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7"b.    FOUR  CARLOADS  OP  CAHARY  ISLAITD  TOMTOMS  ARRIVE  III  HEW  YORK 

An  interesting  letter  regarding  imported  tomatoes  was  received  from 
E.  R.  Diddle,  of  the  Hew  York  office,  under  date  of  March  lU-:- 

"The  heaviest  single  shipment    of  tomatoes  from  the  Canary  Islands 
ever  unloaded  in  Hew  York  was  received  this  week.    There  were  approximately 
3,500  packages,  which  we  have  listed  as  four  carloads. 

"The  tomatoes  were  packed  in  "boxes  and  wicker  baskets.    The  wicker 
baskets  were  the  shape  of  a  small  clothes-basket  with  a  cover.    The  boxes 
were  fairly  heavy  and  tight.    The  tomatoes  were  wrapped  and  packed  with 
excelsior.     The  boxes  were  lined  with  paper  and  were  almost  air-tight. 
Although  the  baskets  were  lined  and  packed  in  the  same  fashion,  they  had 
the  advantage  of  more  ventilation.     The  boxes  held  approximately  15  pounds 
net,  while  the  baskets  ranged  from  22  to  2H  pounds  net.    The  boxes  were 
strapped  together  in  2's,  3's  and  U's. 

"The  tomatoes  were  all  ripe  and  those  in  the  baskets  were  generally 
in  good  condition,  but  the  stock  in  the  boxes  showed  a  wide  range  in  con- 
dition.   Most  of  the  tomatoes  were  about  the  size  of  the  ISO  pack.  The 
quality  was  generplly  very  good.      Baskets  sold  from  $2.50  to  $2.75>  while 
the  boxes  ranged  from  50^  to  $2,  mostly  $1~$1.5C. 

"The  sponsor  of  this  shipment  states  that,   if  market  conditions 
warrant,  other  shipments  will  follow,  but  that  only  the  larger-sized  stock 
will  be  included,  as  they  have  a  good  market  for  the  smaller-sized  tomatoes 
in  the  European  markets." 


Sb .     COLORADO  POTATO  PRICES  ADVANCE 

Bryce  Morris  wrote  as  follows  from  the  Denver  office  in  a,  letter 
of  March  lH:~ 

"Potato  shipments  from  the  San  Luis  Valley  were  fairly  liberal  this 
week.    Prices  to  growers  advanced,   with  dealers  paying  70^-75^  f°r  ^ 
Brown  Beautys  and  30^  on  most  Red  McClures,  with  a  few  at  95^.    The  final 
movement  from  the  Valley  will  probably  be  around  10,000  cars,  since  most 
dealers  and  shippers  estimate  approximately  1,000  cars  remaining.  Northern 
Colorado  shipments  have  been  liberal  the  past  week,  reaching  the  highest 
volume  of  the  season  on  Wednesday,  March  11,  when  53  cars  were  leaded. 
Prices  were  firm  to  slightly  stronger  in  the  Greeley  section  also,  with 
dealers  generally  paying  60^-65^  on  Colorado  Grade  Standard  Rural s  or  partial 
graded  stock,  with  Ho.  2!s  at  55^.    This  section  still  has  an  abundance  of 
potatoes  to  move,  with  estimates  varying  from  1,5^  ^°  2,000  cars.  Western 
Slope  potato  shipments  have  been  light,  and  possibly  1,200  cars  remain  to 
be  moved. 

"Onion  shipments  from  the  Arkansas  Valley  were  slightly  heavier 
the  past  week.     It  is  difficult  to  get  an  accurate  line  on  the  available 
supplies  remaining  for  shipment,  "but  it  would  now  seem  that  the  final  move- 
ment may  reach  1,300  cars.    A  good  demand  has  developed  for  large-sized 
Valenci'as  and  the  prices  were  slightly  stronger  there  this  week.    A  slightly- 
better  demand  was  in  evidence  for  the  smaller-sized  stock  also,  hut  prices 
remained  steady  on  this  size.    Dealers  paid  farmers  90{f  per  cwt.  on  large 
Valencias  and  around  35^  on  small  stuff.     Since  the  season  is  rapidly  draw- 
ing to  a  close  and  very  few  cars  remain  to  be  shipped,  we  plan  to  aiscontinu» 
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the  Arkansas  Valley,  onion'  'f.o.b.  report  on  Friday, .  March  20.    The  .Western 
Slope  holdings  are  slightly  heavier  than  at  this  tine  last  season  and  we 
will  probably  continue  the  general  onion  report  and  the  Western  Slope  f.o.b, 
until  around  the  first  of  April.    Banners  on  the  Western  Slope  were  receiving 
20^  per  cwt .  for  hulk  Yellow  Denver s." 

9b.    MOVEMENT  07  SOUTFEBE  FLORIDA  VEGETABLES  LIGHT 

fB.m  following  letter  of  March  lh  came  from  V.  E.  Ilicholson  at 

Miami:— 

"While  the  weather  -has  been  rather  cool  all  week,   there  has  been 
little  additional  killing-damage  to  southern  Florida,  vegetables.    The  tem- 
perature dropped  low  encught  to  cause  frost  three  nights  this  week,  but 
winds  and  clouds  prevented  the  formation  of  frost  in  all  except  a  few  locali- 
ties. 

"Shipments  of  beans,  peppers  and  tomatoes  still  continue  light.  The 
tomato  crop  was  quite  seriously  damaged  by  the  rains  a  week  ago,  especially 
in  Broward  and  Collier  counties.    While  the  damage  was  much  less  in  Dade 
County,  the  crop  in  all  sections  has  been  retarded  and  it  now  appears  that 
yields  will  be  light  and  that  the  crop  movement  will  be  much  lighter  than 
was  at  first  anticipated.    Movement  will  remain  rather  light  until  the  first 
or  second  week  in  April.     If  the  weather  is  favorable,   the  season  will  ex- 
tend until  the  second  or  third  week  of  May. 

"Most  shipments  have  been  of  rather  ordinary  quality  and  the  tomatoes 
small  in  size.    Prices  have  varied  widely  according  to  quality,  but  the 
demand  for  good  stock  has  been  fairly  active.     On  Thursday,  one  car  of  good 
quality  stock  packed  in  crates  sold  at  $14.50  for  fancy  count.    Yesterday,  a 
few  cars  of  fairly-good  quality  packed  in  lugs  sold  at  $2.50  for  the  6x6 
pack  and  at  $2  for  the  6x7  size.     These  sales  were  on  a  cash- track  basis, 
A  few  cars  of  rather  ordinary  stock  packed  in  crates  have  sold  around  $3  ^or 
fancy  count  and  $2  for  choice  count,  on  a  usual-terms  basis. 

"Shipments  of  beans  are  in  about  the  same  volume  as  last  week,  with 
prices  about  $1  lower  than  a  week  ago.    Yesterday  at  Pompa.no,  most  sales  of 
Bountifuls  were  in  the  range  of  $H~ $5>  with  a  few  good  lots  as  high  as  $6. 
The  wind  a  few  days  ago  scarred  many  of  the  beans,  and  quality  of  most  ship- 
ments has  been  rather  ordinary. 

n*rices  for  peppers  have  advanced  quite  sharply  during  the  week. 
Yesterday  at  Pompano,  most  sales  were  at  a  range  of  $3-$3»25  for  fancy  and 
$2— $2.25  for  choice.    Shipments  have  been  much  lighter,  but  there  has  been 
a  tendency  on  the  part  of  growers  to  pick  all  stock  that  it  is  possible  tc 
ship,  and,  as  a  consequence,  quality  has  been  below  the  average  of  the  last 
few  weeks." 

1 Ob .     TEE  FLORIDA  CAMMED  GRAPE BRUIT  MARKET 

The  following  statement  is  quoted  from  "Facts  in  the  Food  Markets," 
for  March  l>+:~ 

"Florida  market  making  slow  progress  in  the  earnest  effort  by  estab- 
lished canners  to  restore  stability.    Pressure  of  fresh  fruit  supply  con- 
tinues to  discourage  canners  and  distributors.    Large  distributors  continue 
to  have  confidence in  the  record  volume  that  can  be  sold  between  June  and 
November  but  are  slow  in  placing  their  requirements  because  of  uncertainty 
as  to  price  levels.    Tct-al  Florida  production  now  slightly  above  2,000,000 
cases,  with  indications  i,hat  it  will  exceed  2,500,000  cases.1" 
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1  lb .     MICHIGAN  ONIONS  AND  POTATOES  DOING  MUCH  BETTER 

R.  B.  Keller  wrote  as  follows  from  Grand  Rapids  in  a  letter  dated 

March 

"The  western  Michigan  f .o.b.  onion  market  witnessed  quite  an  improve- 
ment during  the  past  week,  prices  strengthening  10^-15?^  en  the  50-pound 
"bags  and  20^-25^  on  the  100-pound  sacks.    Today,  U.S.  No.  1  yellows  on  a 
usual-terms  basis  are  moving  freely  at  UO^-^-5^  for  the  50-pound  sacks  and 
75{£~?;5^  for  the  100-pound  sacks,    ^his  upward  change  has  not  yet  been  re- 
flected so  much,  in  the  terminal  markets,  where  track  supplies  have  "been 
ample,   out  has  "been  occasioned  more  hy  speculation  "because  of  recent  checks 
of  the  ava ilahle  supply  of  la,te~crop  onions.    Recent  surveys  in  Indiana  and 
Michigan  indicate  that  the  quantity  of  merchantable  onions  is  smaller  than 
was  thought.     In  Michigan  the  volume  of  good  U.S.  No.  1  stock  is  fast  de- 
creasing, as  storrge  losses  ha.ve  been  heavy,   especially  in  cellars,  "barns, 
and  other  improvised  stora.ge-pla.ces .    Late  surveys  point  to  about  500  or 
£q0  errs  of  onions  of  merchant ah le  quality  remaining.    To  dole,  shipments 
total      557  cars,   so  the  final  movement  likely  will  exceed  the  5» 000-car 


larger.    Most  orders  have  been  filled  on  a  75$  2  inches  and  up  basis.  The 
f.o.h.  returns  have  been  so  low  and  the  sizes  uniformly  large  enough,  so 
thai  at  no  time  during  the  season  has  the  price-range  between  sizes  been 
large.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  most  of  the  shipments  under  75$  2  inches  and 
up  specification  have  had  to  be  consigned. 

"Michigan  potato  shippers  report  that  practically  all  the  potatoes 
held  in  their  warehouses  have  been  sold  and  shipped  a.nd  that  what  stock 
remains  is  almost  entirely  in  the  growers'  hands.    Michigan  farmers  can  see 
how  extremely  short  their  crop  is  and  are  doggedly  holding  for  better  prices, 
whereas  the  shippers  have  sold-out  their  holdings  and  a,re  filling  orders 
from  daily  purcha.ses.    The  rail  shipments  from  Michigan  possibly  show  less 
than  50$  °f  the  potato  movement,  as  the  roads  ha.ve  been  open  most  of  the 
winter  and  truckers  have  been  actively  operating  all  season.    The  f.o.b, 
prie'es,  Cadillac  basis,  are  reported  around  $1.35-$1.145  per  100  pounds, 
which  is  an  a.dvance  of  20^  during  the  week." 

1 2b .    RIO  GRANDE  VALLEY  CITRUS  INDUSTRY  SURVEYED 

More  than  5> 000,000  citrus  trees  were  set  in  orchard  form  in  the 
lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  up  to  July,  1929,  according  to  the  Texas  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station  in  a  report  of  a  survey  of  the  industry,   in  Bulletin 
just  issued.    The  Station  says  that  "the  proportion  of  the  e.crea.ge  which  is 
being  set  to  grapefruit  indicales  that  growers  and  shippers  have  found  the 
gra.pefru.it  to  be  the  most  profitable  type  of  citrus  fruit  for  this  region. 
Sweet  oranges  are  apparently  not  so  well  adapted  to  locrl  conditions  as 
grapefruit  but  are  being  grown  to  a  limited  extent.    Until  a  variety  of  sweet 
orange  is  developed  or  introduced  which  will  combine  early  maturity  and  good 
keeping-quality  with  excellence  of  flavor  and  prolific  bearing  ca- 
pacity,  this  industry  will  not  keep  pace  with  grapefruit  production." 
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131).    BAULING-S  01'  NSW  YORK  PRODUCTS  REDUCED  BY  SNOWSTORM 

The  following  letter  of  March  17  was  received  .fron  R.  L.  Sutton, 
of  the  Rochester  office :~ 

"The  movement  of  most  products  stored  on  western  New  York  farms  was 
greatly  reduced  this  week,  due  to  country  roads  "being  "blocked  "by  one  of  the 
heaviest  snowstorms  in  March  during  the  past  15  years.     Some  of  the  main 
highways  were  also  "blocked,  and  in  the  Skaneateles  section  of  central  New 
York  "bus  service  was  discontinued  for  some  time.     Those  commodities  stored 
in  commercial  storages  along  railroad  sidings  continued  to  move  in  a  moder- 
ate ?;ay»  .    .  . 

"The  movement  of  potatoes  slowed-up  slightly,  although  it  was  still 
heavier  than  most  dealers  expected  since  farmers  were  unable  to  draw  during 
most  of  the  week.    Prices  advanced  5^  to  10^,  with  U.S.  Ho.  1  Round  Whites 
in  150-pound  sacks  bringing  mostly  around  $2.20  yesterday,   compared  with 
$2-$2.15  a  week  ago.     Seed  stock  is  beginning  to  move  in  heavier  volume  and 
this  accounts  for  the  shipments  holding-up  as  well  as  they  did  since  the 
country  roads  were  blocked  hy  snow. 

"A  "better  demand  for  onions  prevailed  this  week.    S0me  f.o.h.  sales 
were  ma.de  as  high  as  $1  per  100-pound  sack.    Many  dealers  were  unable  to 
obtain  stock  enough  to  fill  their  orders,  as  most  owners  were  holding  for 
still  higher  prices. 

"The  demand  for  cabbage  showed  a  slight  improvement,  but  prices  ad- 
vanced only  about  $1  per  ton  on  sacked  stock.    The  daily  movement  is  light. 
New  York  City,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore  seem  to  be  taking  three-fourths 
of  the  output.    Total  shipments  to  date  are  11,500  cars,  and  the  shipping- 
season  is  practically  over.    Unless  something  unusual  happens  and  prices 
advance,  we  expect  to  discontinue  our  reports  on  cabbage  within  a  week  or 
10  days. 

"Demand  and  trading  in  carrots  has  been  very  light.     Some  stock  is 
being  consigned  and  some  cars  rolled  on  previous  contracts  to  soup  factor- 
ies. 

"Apples  continue  to  move  in  a  fairly  moderate  volume.  Approximately 
kOfj  of  the  cars  rolling  are  for  the  export  trade,    ^lie  domestic  demand  is 
improving  slightly,  and  dealers  report  they  are  unable  to  obtain  stock  at 
prices  offered  by  the  buyers.     The  f.o.b.  market  held  about  steady,  although 
most  dealers  are  holding  for  higher  prices  on  the  better  grades  of  fruit." 

B.  C.  BORES, 
Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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Station 

Mail 
List 

In 

Clio 

rge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletin 

Probably 
will  closi 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. ,  ** 

'837 

L. 

Thomas  1 

.  Pears* 

•Sept 

.  3 

Nov.  3* 

310  Triangle  Bldg. 

H. 

s. 

Duncan  : 

Apples 

■  Sept 

.  3 

,  May  29 

Onions 

Sept 

.'  3 

.  May  1 

Carrots 

_  Sept 

-7 

.  J) 

.  May  1 

Cabbage  ■ 

:  Sept 

■  3 

:  Mar.  2S 

Celery* 

Sept 

.  3 

I  Jan.  10* 

Pea.ch.es* 

[  Sept 

.  S 

Oct.  4* 

Grapes* 

!  Sept 

.  23 

:  Oct.  29* 

Potatoes 

:  Oct. 

6 

:  May  29 

PRESquE  ISLE,  MS.,** 

SU2 

w. 

D. 

Hull 

Potatoes 

"  Sept 

.  11 

Apr.  30 

Hedrich  Block 

WAUPACA,  WIS.,** 

R. 

&. 

Risser 

Potatoes 

[  Sept 

.  15 

Mar.  28 

Court  House 

IDAHO  PALLS,   IDA. , 

L. 

c. 

Tate 

Potatoes 

:  Sept 

.  15 

:  May  2 

230  Federal  Bldg. 

Wlivxliti  iiAVMT,  FLA.,** 

920 

H. 

TP 
—  • 

Will son 

Citrus 

j  Oct. 

1 

June  6 

DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg. 

GRAND  ^  RAPIDS ,  MICH. ,  ** 

•  S95 

R. 

s. 

Keller  . 

Apples* 

,  Oct. 

2k 

Nov.  7* 

M-12  P.O.  Bldg. 

Onions 

i  Oct . 

Mar .  do 

Potatoes 

1 

'  Oct. 

24 

May  15 

TfT  «  UT         T71T   f>  -4r 

MIAMI,  FiA.,** 

937 

V. 

E, 

Nicholson 

Beans 

.■Nov. 

17 

Apr.  l 

Realty  Bldg. 

.  Peppers 

Dec. 

19 

May  1 

Tomatoes 

Jan. 

16 

May  1 

PLANT  CITY,  FLA.,** 

850 

R. 

M. 

Pet  er son 

Stbr. 

Jan. 

5 

Apr.  1 

Hotel  Plant 

Vegs . 

Jan. 

J 

Apr.  1 

BROWNSVILLE,  TEXAS,** 

931 

c. 

D. 

Schoolcraft 

Cabbage 

Jan. 

5 

May  15 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

Spinach* 

iJan. 

5 

\  >Mar.  7* 

Beets 

Jan. 

5 

May  15 

Carrots 

Jan. 

6 

Ma.y  15 

Beans 

Mar . 

16 

May  15 

Potatoes 

Mar. 

16 

Ma  y  1 9 

Onions 

Mar . 

23 

Apr.  30 

Tomatoes 

Apr. 

27 

May  29 

SANFOED,  FLA.,** 

910 

.  J. 

3. 

Owens 

Celery 

Jan. 

26 

Apr.  25 

^ltj  nail  -blag. 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.,** 

si  5 

!  A- 

1. 

Prugh 

Let  vac e 

Mar . 

IS 

Apr.  18 

602  Security  Bldg. 

HAMMOND,  LA. 

S02 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

St  or. 

:  Mar . 

25  : 

May  15 

**  State  cooperating  *  Reports  discontinued 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Chicago         W.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco  (301  Wells  Fargo  Bldg.) 

W.  D.  Googe  on  military  leave  in  Texas 
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INSPECT  jOi?  SERVICE  .  j 


1(3  .     CREASING  OF  C I  THUS  FRUIT  A  GRADE  DEFECT 

The  question  has  "been  raised  as  to  whether  creasing  of  citrus  fruit 
is  a  factor  of  condition  cr  factor  of  grade.    At  one  tine  it  was  reported 
that  creasing  developed  after  the  fruit  was  picked,  both  in  storage  and  in 
transit.    Upon  our  request,  Dr.  Pulton,   of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry, 
arranged  for  his  men  in  Florida  to  do  some  experimented  work  in  this  connec- 
tion and  the  following  telegraphica  report  to  him  should  "be  of  interest  to 
all  inspectors :~ 

" Experiments  do  not  show  increase  of  creasing  after  fruit  is  picked 
and  packed.     Injury  evident  when  fruit  is  picked,  and  careful    grading  can 
eliminate  it.     Slightly-creased  fiu.it  held  in  cold-storage  eleven  days 
Showed  no  indications  of  further  creasing  and  none  after  remov  1  and  holding.1 

Refer  to  the  U.S.  grade  specifications  as  to  the  amount  of  creasing 
allowed  in  different  grades  of  Florida  and  California  fru.it. 

2c.    IDENTIFYING  uarks  highly  important  in  cases  of  appeal  inspection 

Recently  the  reinspection  of  a,  car  of  potatoes,  which  at  first  ap- 
peared as  heaving  been  certified  at  shipping-point  as  U.S.  No.  2,   showed  the 
grade  as  U.S.  No.  1  in  a  receiving-market.     Comparison  of  the  brands  on  the 
sacks  clearly  indicated  that  the  shipping-point  certificate  did  not  cover  the 
same  lot  of  potatoes  which  was  inspected  hy  the  receiving-point  inspector. 
At  shipping-point,   the  car  contained  potatoes  in  100-pound  sacks,  branded 
"U.S.  To.  2, "  "but  when  it  arrived  at  destination  it  contained  potatoes  in 
25-pound  sacks,  branded  "U.S.  Kb.  1."    Raising  the  grace  of  a  shipment  from 
U.S.  No.  2  to  U.S.  No.  1  on  an  appeal  inspection  would  he  very  unusual,  and 
in  this  particular  case  a  serious  error  would  have  been  mads.     The  check-up 
of  the  grade-marks  seemed  to  furnish  conclusive  evidence  that  the  car  was 
reloaded,  after  inspection,  with  another  lot  of  potatoes  which  was  not  in- 
spected at  shipping-point. 

It  seems  desirable  to  check— up  on  brands  or  grade-marks,  when  re- 
inspection  indicates  the  possibility  of  a  reversal,  and  in  sending  wires 
giving  results  of  appeal  inspection  to  the  Washington  office  it  would  he 
well  for  all  inspectors  to  mention  the  brand  or  grade-marks,  especially  when 
the  lot  inspected  shows  grade-marks  which  are  not  in  accord  with  the  report 
of  shipping-point  inspection  received  from  Washington  or  a  shipping-point 
supervisor.    For  example; "Appeal  inspection  FGE  9217  (brand)  Wisconsin 
potatoes  hundred  fifty  pound  sacks  tagged  U.S.  One  shows  twelve  percent 
grade  defects  second  growth  cuts  scab  advise."    A  wire  of  this  kind  gives 
the  information  necessary  to  decide  whether  the  inspection  should  he  handled 
as  an  appeal  or  as  a  new  inspection, 

3c.    FEE  FOP  INSPECTION  OF  COCONUTS 

The  $5.00  fee  for  inspection  of  peanuts,  pecans  and  other  nuts  ap- 
plies to  cases  where  samples  are  drawn  and  e.nalyzed  in  the  office.  Since 
coconuts  can  he  inspected  in  the  car  and  in  the  same  way  as  fruits  a.nd  vege- 
tables, the  proper  fee  for  inspection  is  $H.OO  per  carload  and  $2.50  when 
the  quantity  involved  is  half  a  carload  or  less. 

R.  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 
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-     REC-ULATOItY  ACTIVITIES  

le.     SEUTBhCES  IMPOSED  UEDER  PRODUCE  AGBFCY  AC? 

Recently  Joseph  0.  Segari,  formerly  engaged  in  business  in  Hew 
Orleans,  La.,  appeared  before  the  United  States  District  Court  and  entered 
pleas  of  guilty  as  charged  in  three  informations  filed  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Produce  Agency  Act.    He  was  thereupon  sentenced  to  serve  four  months 
in  the  New  Orleans  Hou.se  of  Detention  in  each  case,   the  sentences  to  run 
concurrently.    Two  of  these  cases  involved  par lot  consignments  of  water- 
melons from  Florida,  for  which  fraudulent  accounts  of  sale  were  rendered, 
and  the  third  case  involved  a  carlot  consignment  of  cabbage  from  Wisconsin, 
for  which  no  accounting  or  payment  was  made. 

On  March  10  last  J.  3.  Schley,  trading  and  doing  business  at  Balti- 
more, I£d.,  as  Schley  &  Richardson,  appeared  before  the  United  States  Dis- 
trict Court  in  that  City  and  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  on  the  two  counts  in 
an  information  filed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Produce  Agency  Act.  He 
introduced  three  character  witnesses,  who  testified  in  his  behalf.    He  like- 
wise presented  evidence  to  show  that  he  had  made  full  restitution  to  the 
consignors.    After  hearing  the  testimony  of  the  character  witnesses,  ps  well 
as  that  of  the  representative  of  the  Department  who  made  the  investigation 
in  the  case,   the  court  sentenced  Schley  to  pay  a.  fine  of  $100  on  each  of 
the  tw©  counts,  or  a  total  of  $200.     The  cp.se  against  Schley  involved  two 
carlot  consignments  of  watermelons  from  South  Carolina,  for  which  fraudulent 
accountings  were  rendered. 

A  record  for  prompt  disposition  was  established  in  the  Schley  case. 
The  papers  in  this  case  were  referred  to  the  Department  of  Justice  on 
January  31»  1S31>  and- the  case  was  closed  March  10.    No  other  case  thus 
far  prosecuted  under  the  Produce  Agency  Act  even  remotely  approaches  this 
prompt  disposition. 

The  Assistant  District  Attorney  who  handled  the  Schley  case  compli- 
mented the  investigators  upon  the  manner  ill  which  they  prepared  the  case 
for  prosecution  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  defendant  would  never 
have  pleaded  guilty  if  a.  possible  chance  had  been  available  for  defense. 

2e .    PRODUCE  JOBBERS  MUST  BE  L  ICE  USD  D  UHDE3  FEDERAL  LAW 

Many  jobbers  who  have  not  applied  for  Government  licenses  under  the 
terms  of  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act,  in  the  belief  that 
the  law  does  not  affect  them  because  their  purchases  are  made  from  local 
receivers  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  must  be  licensed  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture* 

There  are  instances,  says  the  Solicitor,  when  jobbers  may  be  con- 
strued to  be  doing  an  interstate  business  in  fruits  and  vegetables  even 
though  the  financial  transaction  is  between  the  jobber  and  a.  local  receiver, 
as  in  a  case  where  the  receiver  has  obtained  produce  from  producers  or 
shippers  in  another  Staie. 

In  view  of  this  opinion  the  Department  urges  all  firms  or  individ- 
uals doing  a  jobbing  business  in  fruits  and  vegetables  to  make  application 
for  licenses  under  the  P.A.C.  Act,  enclosing  a  check  for  $10  payable  to  the 
Disbursing  Clerk  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 


E.  Cr.  ROBB, 
In  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch. 
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o??ics  mms: 

Mr.  Sherman  is  to  "be  in  Hew  York  City  on  Tuesday,  March  2^,  to  confer 
with  interested  parties  concerning  the  possibility  of  an  inspection  of  ar- 
rivals for  condition,   similar  to  that  handled  in  Cleveland  under  agreement 
with  the  Uorthem  Ohio  Food  Terminal. 

Wm.  E.  Lev/is  is  expected  back  from  Florida  today.     On  Monday,  he  plans 
to  proceed  to  the  College  of  Agriculture  at  Orono,  Maine,  where  he  will  par- 
ticipate in  the  program  for  Farm  and  Home  Week.    He  is  scheduled  to  give  an 
address  on  Wednesday  morning  on  the  subject:     "Grading  Raw  Products  for 
Canneries."     On  his  return  trip,  Mr.  Lewis  will  stop  for  a  few  days  in  west- 
ern Mew  York  to  confer  with  cherry  canners  regarding  grades  for  that  product. 

After  being  on  frulough  since  last  May,  H.  V.  DeMott  returned  to  duty 
in  the  Regulatory  Branch  of  the  F.  &  V.  Division  on  March  5»    ^e  left  Wash- 
ington on 'March  15  for  Boston,  where  he  examined  I9IS  Government  wool  records 
in  connection  with  eases  of  alleged  excess-profits  on  wool  during  the  war 
period.    He  returned  to  his  desk  on  Wednesday. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  back  into  the  service  T.  C.  Curry,  formerly 
in  charge  of  our  market-news  and  inspection  work  in  Atlanta.    Mr.  Curry  re- 
signed in  October,  I925,   to  enter  business  in  Atlanta,    ^e  has  been  rein- 
stated to  the  Federal  service  and  will  report  for  duty  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
on  March  23,  after  which  he  will  come  to  Washington  for  a  conference  with 
Bureau  officials  on  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

R.  L.  Sutton  has  left  Rochester,  IT. I.,  where  he  has  been  in  charge  of 
the  market-reporting  work  since  last  autumn.    Re  stopped  at  the  Washington 
office  today,  enroute  to  Hammond,  La.,,  where  he  will  operate  the  news  service 
on  strawberries,  beginning  abou.t  March  25.    A.  L.  Thomas  and  H.  S.  Duncan 
will  continue  to  issue  market  reports  at  Rochester  until  the  close  of  the 
season. 

R.  B.  Landrum  has  left  the  Uew  York  City  inspection  office  and  is 
traveling  by  automobile  to  Tulsa,,   Okla.,  where  he  will  opsaaa  new  office  of 
the  Inspection  Service  and  the  Regulatory  Branch  about  April  1.    He  expects 
to  reach  Tulsa  by  March  25. 

Among  visitors  to  the  Washington  office  this  past  week  were  J.  C-. 
Scott,  of  our  Philadelphia  office,  and  J.  H.  Meek,  Director  of  the  Virginia 
Division  of  Markets,  at  Richmond.    Mr.  Scott  conferred  with  local  officials 
on  matters  pertaining  to  the  news  service  and  Mr.  Meek  conferred  regarding 
inspection  matters. 

The  Brawley,  Calif.,  field  station  of  the  Market  Hews  Service  will 
be  continued  into  May  by  State  representatives,  although  A.  I.  Prugh  left 
there  last  Monday  and  proceeded  to  Phoenix,   to  open  the  field  station  on 
Arizona  spring  lettuce.    For  this  reason,  Brawley  has  been  dropped  from  the 
list  of  Federal  field  offices,  as  published  in  the  D.L. 
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Congrr.tulat ions  are  extended  to  W.  C.  Lynn,  of  the  Trenton,  IT. J., 
inspection  off ice,  and  to  Mrs. 'Alice  33.  Boyle,  of  the  Pittsburgh  office. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lynn  are  the  proud  parents  of  a  daughter,  Joyce  Amelia,  born 
on  March  lU,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyle  are  the  happy  parents  of  a  son,  born 
March  7.    Mrs.  Boyle  has  been  on  leave  without  pay  since  January  1.  She 
is  -perhaps  better  remembered  as  Miss  Alice  Buxton. 

L.  G.  C.  Peirce,  of  the  St.  Louis  inspection  office,  has  recovered 
from  his  recent  illness,  and  W.  A.  Kilgeson,  who  substituted  for  him,  has 
now  returned  to  Chicago. 

By  mistake,  the  first  car  of  potatoes  to  move  from  Louisiana  in 
several  months  was.  mentioned  in  the  Weekly  Market  Heview  of  March  17  as 
"a  car  of  new  potatoes."    J.  W.  Coleman,  of  the  ITew  Orleans  office,  has 
advised  us  that  this  car  was  second— crop  paid  not  new  potatoes. 

With  reference  to  products  inspected  at  shipping  points  in  Lou.isiana, 
as  shown  in  the  list  of  inspection  offices  in  the  D.L.,  Hunter  S.  Moles, 
the  Supervising  Inspector,  reports  that  work  on  sweet  potatoes  is  about 
finished  for  the  season.     Strawberry  inspections  will  begin  about  March  25 
and  mixed  vegetables  will  continue  until  June  15-    Potatoes  and  beans  should 
begin  around  ilpril  25. 

W.  L.  Jackson,  a  cooperative  employee  in  the  Los  Angeles  office, 
last  May  prepared  a.  radio  talk  which  v/as  broadcast  over  Station  KQW  at 
San  Prancisco  and  was  later  published  in  several  trade  magazines.     In  this 
address,  Mr.  Jackson  discus.sed  the  transporta.tion  of  perishables  by  truck 
into  Los  Angeles.    Recently  the  Los  -Angeles  office  received  a  clipping  from 
the  February  $•  issue  of  "Motor  Transport,"  published  in  London,  England, 
containing  this  article  by  Mr.  Ja.ckson. 


A  line  like  this  means  "The  End"  of  the  Division  Letter. 

If  your  copy  ever  fails  to  have  such  a  line  on  the 
last  page,  your  D.L.  is  incomplete. 
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FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LETTER 
(Issued  every  Friday)  : 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Not  for  publication 

la.    ARGENTINA.  FRUIT^- IMPORTING  REGULATIONS 

Below  is  quoted  a  telegram  which  was  sent  over  the  leased-wire 
on  March  17  regarding  additional  regulations^  imposed  by  Argentina  on 
imports  of  fruit...  The  information  is  rather  vague  and  indefinite  and  it 
probably  will  be  elaborated  at  a  later  date.    The  telegram  follows :~ 

"Following  cablegram  received  March  l6  by  State  Department  from 
Ambassador  Bliss  at  Buenos  Aires:  'Regulating  importation  of  fresh  fru.it, 
decree  published  today  prescribes. that  apples,  pears  and  certain  citrus 
fruits  be  wrapped  in  waterproof  paper,   stamped  with  name  of  producer  and 
country  of  origin,  and  be  packed  in  standard  container.     Importation  of 
fruit  in  bulk  prohibited;  importation  of  barrel  apples  thus  precluded. 
Apples  and  pears  may  be  imported  from  May  1  to  December  15.    This  pro- 
vision appears  to  debar  apples  from  New  Zealand,  Africa  and  Chile  and  in 
part  from  Canada.    Decree  effective  July  1  next.'" 


2a.    A  G-QOD  REPORT  ON  HORSERADISH 

Under  date  of  March  21,  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates 
issued  a  sheet  showing  the  production  of  horseradish  in  the  United  States 
for  three  years,  1928  to  1930>  also  the  imports  of  this  product  for  seven 
years,  1923  to  1929. 

United  States  production  during  1929  was  estimated  at  19f  04-9,  000 
pounds,  valued  at  $ 5- 16  per  100  pounds.     The  crop  in  193°  was  figured  at 
12,1.1^,000  pounds.    About  60$  of  this  is  credited  to  the  St.  Louis  dis- 
trict in  Missouri  and  southern  Illinois,     Imports  in  1929  were  at  their 
highest  point  in  recent  years,  a  total  of  2,S55»39S  pounds  arriving  from 
several  countries;  but  nearly  95$  of  the  imports  came  from  Germany.  The 
recently  revised  tariff  schedule  ha.s  placed  a  duty  of  3^  Per  pound  on 
horseradish  in  the  natural  state  and  35^  ad  valorem  on  the  prepared  product. 

Copies  of  this  report  can  be  obtained  directly  from  the  Truck  Crop 
Section  of  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estima.tes  in  Washington. 

3 a .    A  SUMI.ARY  ON  CALIFORNIA  ASPARAGUS 

Recently  the  San  Francisco  office  distributed  a.  summary  on  the 
193^  season  for  California  asparagus.    Authors  are  G.  J.  Hansen  and 
0,  W,  Holmes.     This  report  covers  2U  pa.£  3S  and  copies  can  be  'had  from  the 
San  Francisco  office. 

1231  ACREAGE  AND  PRODUCTION  of  strawberries  in  five  early  States  as 
a  group  appear  to  be  about  one-fourth  greater  than  the  five-year  average. 

(Page  197) 
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MARKET  STEWS  SERVICE 


To.    PRSIGp:T  RATES  REDUCED  .OK  YMIMA  VALLEY  POTATOES  •" 

Interesting  news  is  contained  in  the  following  letter  of  March  21 
iron  T.  R.  Hall,  of  the  Seattle  office 

"The  Yakima  Valley  potato  market  is  showing  first  signs  of  recupera*. 
tion  from  many  weeks  of  inactivity.     The  decline,  which  started  early  last 
October,  was  rather  a~bru.pt    and  the  situation  has  shewn  an  improvement  with 
equal  abruptness,  for  the  advance  has  heen  confined  "to  the.  comparatively 
short  period  of  a  week.    Just  what  may  occur  next  week  is  problematical. 

"Perhaps  the  biggest  factor  in  bringing  abjut  the  improvement  in 
prices  is  a  reduction  in  freight  rates  from  Yakima  Valley  points  into  the 
Dakota's,   eastern  Missouri,   Illinois  points  and  other  eastern  territory. 
Beginning  Monday,  March  23,  a  rate  of  $0$  will  apply  and  supersede  the  cur- 
rent range  of  $1.05-$'1.10  per  cwt.    This  rate- has  been  introduced  to  place 
the  Yakima  territory  cn  a  parity  with  the  southern  Idaho  territory. 

"Reports  of  continued  heavy  shrinkage  continue  to  reach  this  office, 
and  indications  are  that  JOfo  to  ^>Ofo  of  the  present  holdings  will  grade 
U.S.  Ho.  2  or  culls.     Some  rather  large  blocks  of  potatoes  have  been  sold 
to  middlewe.stSra  interests,  on  the  condition  that  the  reduced  freight  rates 
were  approved.    Under  the  circumstances',   it  is  the  opinion  of  local  dealers 
that  the  Valley  stocks  will  rapidly  dwindle  during  the  remaining  few  weeks 
of  this  season.    The  offerings  of  U.S.  No.  1  potatoes  are  hard  to  locate, 
according  to  buyers,  and  the  market  for  well-graded  Washington  combinations 
has  advanced  from  around  $12  sacked  per  ten  early  in  the  week  to  as  high 
as  $17  for  the  best  packs. 

"Warm  rains  have  fallen  in  western  Washington  almost  daily  the  past 
week,  and  eastern  Washington  has  enjoyed  mild  partly-cloudy  weather,  with 
enough  sunshine  so  that  spring  operations  may  go  forward  with  promptness. 

"The  Puyallup-Sumner  outdoor  rhubarb  is  replacing  the  hothouse  pro- 
duct, which  has  had  a  good' play  on  the  markets  since  January  1.  Quality 
of  the  outdoor  product  is  excellent,  and  growers  are  in  apposition  to  bid 
for  their  share  of  business  from  eastern  points. 

"With  the  prevalence  of  current  weather  conditions  in  the  Yakima 
Valley,  asparagus  may  begin  to  move  in  a  small  way  from  the  Kennewick  dis- 
trict sometime  this  week.    Last  year  two  cars  were  billed  from  that  point 
before  April  1  and  this  record  may  be  equaled  again  this  season.  Liberal 
quantities  of  asparagus  are  reaching  Seattle  from  California,  but  the 
southern  product  may  expect  a  rather  short-lived  season  unless  unforeseen 
c ircumstances  develop . 

"A  few  crates  of  Puget  Sound  cauliflower  reached  the  Seattle  market 
early  this  week.    The  acreage  of  spring  cauliflower  in  this  area  is  not 
large;  nevertheless  .sufficient  land  is  devoted  tc  its  production  to:  prac- 
tically take  care  of  the  locrl  demand.    Practically  all  growers  have  com- 
pleted the  transplanting  of  the  first  crop  of  Iceberg  lettuce  to  the  fields 
and  are  anticipating  an  early  season." 


CALIFORi-HA  expects  an  exceptionally  large  crop  of  spring  lettuce, 
most  of  which  will  be  ready  for  market  during  May.    The  crop-forecast  in- 
dicates a  total  of  U,6US,000  crates,  or  fully  ^Ofo  mere  than  last  spring. 
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2b .    PEAK  MOVEIjETTT  OF  FLORIDA  BERRIES  OCCURRED  LAST  SATURDAY 

In  view  cf  the  fact  that  strawberries  have  now  begun  to  -move  from 
Louisiana,  Texas  and  southern  California,  the  following  letter  from    R.  M. 
Peterson  about  Florida  berries  is  of  particular  interest.     It  was  written 
from  Plant  City  on  March  :~ 

"Florida  strawberry  shipments'  established  a  new  record  last  Saturday, 
with  50  cars  moved.    This  is  not  only  the  peak  day  for  this  season  but  for 
all  past  seasons.     It  is  true  that  in  1929  there  were  59  cars  shipped  on 
both  February  28  and  March  1,  but  that-  was  before  the  inauguration  of  the 
carlot  express  service,  with  resultant  heavier  loadings.     Saturday's  movement, 
reduced  to  freight  equivalent,  was  10  cars  in  excess  of  the  peak  movement  in 
1929.    This  does  not  inclu.de  7  cars  which  were  loaded  on  Saturday  but  which 
did  not  move  until  Sunday.    Rain  Saturday  morning,  followed  by  a  cool  cloudy 
Sunday,  reduced  Monday's  shipments  to  36  cars,  but  a  slightly  heavier  movement 
is  expected  today,  and  the  total  shipments  for  this  week  are  estimated  at  175 
cars,  which  is  approximately  35  cars  lighter  than  last  week.    The  shipments 
for  next  week  will,  undoubtedly,  be  lighter,  totaling  around  125  cars.  The 
plants  in  many  fields  are  getting  old  and  are  now  showing  light  yields,  but 
some  late  plantings  are  heavily  set  with  green  berries  and,  with  favorable 
weather,   they  may  yield  well  for  nearly  a.  month. 

"Quality  of  the  berries  was  very  good  last  week,  and  some  shippers 
state  that  the  berries  shipped  last  Friday  and  Saturday  were,  as  a  whole, 
the  finest  that  they  had  ever  shipped.  '  The  quality  this  week  is  not  quite 
as  fine,  because  of  the  rain  Saturday,  and  more- berries  have  had  to  be  culled 
out.     Shipping-point  prices  continued  gradually  downward  last  week,  reaching 
the  low  average  of  10-g^  per  pint  on  Saturday.    Yesterday's  recovery  to  11^ 
was  unexpected  and  difficult  to  account  for,   in  view  of  the  heavy  movement 
and  generally  weak  condition  of  the  terminal  markets. 

"The  Starke-Lawtey  section  shipped  a.  few  berries  in  reefers  last  week 
but  does  not  expect  a  carload  before  the  last  of  this  week,  and  it  is  not 
likely  that  this  section  will  ship  more  than  an  occasional  car  for  several 
weeks  yet." 

3b.    WISCOFSII'  POTATOES  ADVA1TCS  AI33  THEU  DECLINE 

The  first  field  letter  to  be  received  from  R.  G.  Risser  is  published 
below.    Mr.  Risser  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Waupaca  office  recently-:— 

"A  welcome  and  rather  spectacular  improvement . in  the  potato  market 
has  been  an  outstanding  development  of  the  past  week.    The  advance  in  prices, 
which  has  been  especially  manifest  in  central  and  western  producing  dis- 
tricts, has  been  keenly  felt  in  Wisconsin.    At  Waupaca,  prices  to  growers 
have  jumped*  35^'  Per  cwt-.  during  the  week,  with  shippers  displaying  frenzied 
activity  to  procure'  supplies.     In  response  to  the  higher  price,  shipments 
have  mace  material  increases-.    Under  the  influence  of  the  heavy  movement, 
a  reaction  has  been  felt,  which  has  slackened  the.,  demand  and  unsettled  the 
market.    The  incident  is  an  excellent  illustration  of  the  effect  of  price 
upon  movement  and  the  corresponding  effect  of  movement  on  price." 

k b .    ARIZONA  LETTUCE  PROSPECTS 

Lettuce  production  in  Arizona  this  spring  is  forecast  at  1,360, 000 
crates,  or  21$  less  than  last  season,  because  'of  a  large  reduction  in 
acreage . 
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5no.     GOOD  REPORT  Oil  SOUTHERN  CALIFQRITIA  CELERY 

W.  L.  Jackson, .  cooperative  market-reporter  in  Los  Angeles,  sent 
the  following  repcrt  under  date  of  March, 19:- 

"The  southern  California  celery  market  has  held  steady7  during  the 
past  two  weeks,  with  limited  shipping  stock  available.     The  Chula  Vista 
district  of  San  Diego  County  has  practically  completed  harvest  and  the  hulk 
of  shipments  from  now  cn  will  originate  in  the  Venice  and  Lomita  districts 
of  Los  Angeles  County. 

"Loadings  have  been  going  out  at  the  rate  of  20  tc  2S  cars  per  day, 
and  present  indications  are  that  movement  will  continue  at  about  the  same 
volume  for  the  next  month.    Acreage  of  southern  California  is  practically 
the  same  as  last  year,  with  a  preliminary  estimate  of  S50  acres. 

"Shipments  from  southern  California  for  the  present  season  have  been 
considerably  heavier  than  those  of  last  year,  with  a  total  movement  of  H,000 
cars  to  March  lU,  as  against  J>,  117  to  the  same  date  last  year  and'  a  total 
of  3s for  the  entire  season. 

"Demand  has  been  rather  slow  during  the  past  week,  although,  shippers 
have  been  able  to  keep  sold  up  on  their  loadings.    Carlot  sales  of  to 
5-dozen  sizes  in  2^~inch  crates,  grading  S0^  U.S.  Ho.  1  or  better,  have 
ranged  $3~$3«25,  with  an  occasional  sale    of  smaller  stock  as  high  as  $3*50 
on  Chula  Vista  loadings,  and  Lomita  and  Venice  stock  bringing  mostly  $3  per 
crate. 

"The  quality. of  this  year's  crop  has  not  been  up  to  the  usual  stan- 
dard.    Some  damage  was  caused  by  frost. in  December  and  January,  growth 
cracks  by  rr.ins  in  February,  and  some  Pink  Rot  and  Late  Blight  during  the 
latter  part  of  February  and  continuing  in  March.    At  the  present  time,  a 
few  fields  are  beginning  to  show  seeders." 

6b.    MICHIGAN  0KI0ITS  A1TD  POTATOES  SELLING  MUCK  HIGHER 

R.  E.  Keller  sent  the  following  letter  from  Grand  Rapids  under  date 
of  March  21:- 

u Sudd en  and  welcome  strength  came  during  the  past  week  to  the  western 
Michigan  onion  market,    Strength  was  injected  into  the  deal  largely  through 
depletion  in  stocks  of  late  onions  because  of  deterioration  and  through  the 
delay  in  maturity  of  the  early  offerings  from  Texas.    The  carlot  f  .o.b. 
market  on  U.S.  Ho.  1  Yellows  from  Michigan  loading  points  jumped  to  55^- 
$1.10  on  100-pound  .sacks,  an"  advance  of  20^-35^.    Michigan*  s  onion  ship- 
ments now  total  U,77G  cars,  and  shippers  estimate  between  U00  and  725  cars 
yet  in  storage. 

"The  potato  market  also  showed  striking  advances,  moving  upward  in 
sympathy  with  the  general  rise  of  potato  prices.    The  f.o.b.  shipping-point 
prices,  on  the  Cadillac  basis,   sacked  per  cwt.  of  U.S.  No.  1  Russet  Rurals, 
advanced  from  $1.30-$1.35  a  week  ago  to  $1.65-$1.72g-  today.    Shipments  to 
date  total  1,778  cars.    This  compares  with 09'5  cars  a  year  ago.  Possibly 
15/i  of  last  week's  shipments  were  seed  stock,  going  to  markets  out  of  the 
State.    Most  of  the  remainder  was  destined  to  consuming  points  in  Michigan. 
Truckers  continue  to  be  very  active  factors,   supplying  many  of  the  kicuigan 
markets  with  potatoes." 


ALABAMA  expects  a  crop  of  7,007,000  quarts  of  strawberries  this 
spring,  or  just  200,000  quarts  less  than  in  1930- 
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To .     TEXAS  VEGETABLES  IN  BETTER  POSITION 

On  March  22,  C.  D,  Schoolcraft  wrote  as  follows  from  the  field 
station  at  Brownsville,  Texas :- 

"The  Texas  cabbage  market  strengthened  appreciably  during  the  past 
week.    This  may  largely  be  accounted  for  by  light  shipments  during  the  fore 
part  of  the  week  and  also  by  the  diminishing  supply  of  old-crop  cabbage. 
Light  showers  through  the  Valley  on  Monday  cut  the  loadings  very  sharply  un- 
til Thursday,  and  rains  in  the  Corpus  Christi  section  cn  Sunday  stopped  all 
loading  during  the  first  four  days  of  the  week.    However,   Thursday  and  Friday 
shipments,  due  to  the  price  advances,  had  increased  to  150  and  1S2  cars  re- 
spectively.   Closing  prices  on  bulk  cabbage  last  week  were  $7~$3  ?-»cL  by 
Friday  of  this  week  prices  had  advanced  to  $10~$12,  with  good  demand.  The 
heavy  shipments  of  Thursday  and- Friday  caused  a  slight  weakening,  so  that 
prices  on  Saturday  were  mostly  around  $10  per  ton  bulk. 

"Bean  harvesting  is  getting  under  way  around  Brownsville.    The  first 
straight  car  of  the  season  was  shipped  Tuesday.    However,  practically  every- 
thing is  going  l.c.l.  express  and  in  mixed  cars.    An  increase  in  movement  can 
be  expected  by  the  latter  part  of  this  week.    Demand  has  been  good  for  the 
stock  offered  and  prices  have  held  firmly  at  $U.5-0~$^.75  per  bushel  hamper 
of  stringless  beans,  f.o.b.  usual  terms.  . 

"Demand  has  been  rather  light  on  beets  and  carrots,  with  prices  hold- 
ing almost  unchanged.    About  a  dozen  cars  a  day  of  each  are  being  shipped. 

"Potato  movement  is  very  light,  with  practically  all  shipments  con- 
fined to  mixed  cars.    The  stock  is  grading  U.S.  No.  1,  1^-inch  minimum,  and 
is  rather  immature.    Digging  will  likely  get  under  way  in  the  lower  portion 
of  the  Valley  the  latter  part  of  this  week." 

Sb.    PRICE-ADVANCES  RECORDED  FOE  COLORADO  PRODUCTS 

Below  are  the  main  parts  of  a  letter  of  March  21.  from  Bryce  Morris, 
of  the  Denver  office  :- 

"In  line  with  other  potato  producing  sections  of  the  United  States, 
Colorado  shipping  points  reported  an  active  demand  and  much  stronger  markets 
the  past  week.    The  higher  prices  induced  heavier  shipments,  with  the  peak 
movement  reaching  196  cars  on  Thursday,  March  19.    The  total  Colorado  movement 
to  Friday  night  was  15,297  cars,  which  was  only  6S  cars  short  of  the  final 
movement  last  season. 

"Prices  to  growers  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  advanced  from  75^  ^or  Drown 
Beautys  on  Monday  to  a  top  range  of  \$1~$1.10  the  latter  part  of  this  week. 
Red  McClures  ranged  90^*-$  1  on  Monday  to  $1.25  on  Friday,  with  occasional  sales 
reported  as  high  as  $1.35.     Today's  shipments  will  place  the  San  Luis  Valley 
total  over  9»3°0  cars  which  compares  with  9*0^6  as  the  final  last  season.  As 
usual  at  this  time  of  the  year,  many  reports  are  being  circulated  that  re- 
maining stocks  in  the  Valley  do  not  exceed  75^  cars.    This  may  be  correct, 
but  we  believe  that  around  1,000  cars  will  move  after  this  week. 

"In  northern  Colorado,   the  potato  movement  has  been  quite  heavy  and 
will  exceed  3j  800  cars  with  today's  shipments,  compared  with  J>,0~(0  for  the 
final  last  year.    Prices  to  growers  advanced  sharply  in  this  section  also, 
starting  at  60^-65^  for  Standard  Rural s  on  Monday  and  advancing  to  $1  per 
cwt.  by  Thursday  and  Friday  of  this  week,  with  the  peak  really  Thursday  and 
a  weaker  tendency  noticeable  Friday. 


(continued  over) 
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"The  onion  movement  from  the  Arkansas  Valley  was  'practically  closed 
this  week.    Additional  shipments  may  not  exceed  25  cars.    The  seasonal  move- 
ment to  Friday  night  was  1,256  cars,  about  one-half  the  final  output  of  last 
year.    A  "better  demand  developed  early  in  the  week  for  Valencia  onions  and 
prices  were  steady  to  firm.     Growers  received  around  90$M>1,  mostly  30^  for 
.best  three-inch  Valencias." 


9b .     iDAh'O  POTATO  MARKET  -EXCITED,  AS:, PRICES  ADVA1TCE  SHARPLY 

The  following  letter  of  March  19  was  received  from  L.  C.  Tate,  at 
Idaho  Falls.:- 

"The  potato  market  was  excited  at  Idaho  shipping  points  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  of  this  week,   dm     largely  to  a  sharp  increase  in  local  cash 
orders  and  a  sharp  rise  in  the  price  of  April  'futures'  at  Chicago.  Today 
the  I'-iarket  is  nervous  and  unsettled,  most  dealers  feeling  they  had  better 
wait  for  terminal" market  prices  to  catchup  with  the  price  basis  established 
at  shipping  points.    Local  prices  advanced  sharply,  Monday's  market  closing 
at  75^-SO^  cash  for  loaded  cars  of  No.  1  Bus sets  and  a  strong  market  at 
$1.10  developing  by  Wednesday  night. 

"Cash  trading  was  supplemented  by  heavy  speculative  buying,  some  of 
which  originated  in  Idaho  and  a  large  part  of  which,  came  from  Chicago.  Wire 
business  has  been  good  today,  and  dealers  claim  that  for  the  first  time  this 
week  they  are  able  to  sell  rolling  errs  at  or  above  the  purcha.se  price  es- 
tablished here.  ■   '  '  I 

"Farmers  have  become  quite  bullish  over  the  situation,  feeling  that 
they  will  eventually  get  $1  bulk  for  Ho.  lis..    This  condition  has  tended  to 
put  a  little  backbone  into  the  market  today,   in  spite  of  the  fact  that  deal- 
ers are  a  bit  doubtful  and  shaky.  ,  .. 

"There  has  been  a  heavy  thaw  all  over  the  State  during  the  last  10 
days,  and  country  roads  are  in  bad  shape.    A  short  spell  of  rain  yesterday 
added  to  the  handicap.    A  strong  wind  has  blown  today  and  fields  and  roads 
will  dry  out  within  10  days,  if  such  weather  continues.    Some  plowing  has 
already  been  done  in  the  lower  country,  where  spring  is  usually  a  little 
earlier  than  up  here. 

"Dealers  believe  to  some  extent  that  the  poor  condition  of  the  roads, 
coupled  with  the  excitement  caused  among  farmers  by  the  rapid  advance  of 
prices,  will  tend  to  maintain  the,  market  long  enough  to  allow  the  terminal 
receivers  to  accept  present  prices.     Some  local  sentiment  is  strong  enough 
to  expect  $1.25  potatoes  by  the' end  of  this  week.    The  main  cause  for  local 
uncertainty  was  the  rapid  weakening  of  Chicago 'futures' this  morning,  a 
decline  of  10^  occurring  during  the  forenoon. 

"We  again  have  a  new  record  for  total  sales:    Including  both  of  the 
main-crop  districts,  a  few  scattering  cars  at  Downey  and  a  few  around  Salr.ion, 
•a  total  of  33O  loaded- car  sales  was  reported  yesterday.    Many  of  these ^ cars 
were  for  prompt  loading  at  the  seller's  convenience,  while  a  fair  portion 
of  the  sales  was  on  cars  that  were  traded  between  dealers." 

9^b .    ADVERTISE  THE  FIVE  HEW  IITSPECTIOil  OFFICES 

On  page  210  of  this  D.L.  is  a  list  of  new  inspection  offices,  to  be 
opened  about  April  1,    All  market  and  field  stations  should  plea.se  run  a 
notice  in  three  consecutive  issues  of  the  daily  market  reports,  calling  at- 
tention to  these  offices. 
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1  Ob  .    RECEIIT  HEWS  REGARDING  WESTERN  NEW  YORK  CROPS 

A.  L.  Thomas,  of  the  Rochester  office,   sent  the  following  letter 
under  date  of  March  2H 

"Mild  weather  has  prevailed  throughout  western  Hew  York  during  the 
entire  week  and  on  only  two  nights  did  the  tenperrture  register  below  freezing. 
Haulings  of  produce  iron  growers  to  country  dealers  increased  rapidly  with 
the  opening  of  the  roads,  and  "better  price's,  prevailed  on  most  .all  commodities. 
Shipnents  for  the'  week  showed  an  increase  over  the  previous  seven-day  period 
on  all  crops  except  apples  and.  carrots. 

"The  movement  of  apples  to  date  has  been  lU , 3S6  cars,  as  against  7» B3S 
last  season  to  the  Same  tine.    Rhode  Island  Greenings'  are  ah  out  cleaned  up 
and  Baldwin  is  the  main  variety  now  being  offered,  although  there  are  a  few 
St arks,  Mcintosh,  Gilliflowers  and  other  varieties  remaining.    There  has  been 
a  good  demand  for  all  classes  of  fruit  this  week  and  prices  advanced 
on  the  top  grades  of  Baldwins. 

"A  marked  improvement  in  the  potato  market  occurred  this  week.  Prices 
advanced  1^^-30^  on  f.o.b.  sales 'and  r^oout  10^  to  the  growers.    There  is  a 
feeling  of  uncertainty  among  the  dealers,  rs  terminal  quotations  have  not  ad- 
vanced as  sharply  as  shipping-point  prices. '  Because  the  very  heavy  movement 
from  Maine  the  past  week  has  certainly  reduced  stocks  in  that  State,  the 
dealers  here  believe  that  there  will  be  a  better  demand  in  late  April  for  Hew 
York  potatoes.    Dealers  are  paying  70^-75^  Per  "bushel  to  the  grower,  "but  some 
growers  are  holding  for  higher  prices. 

"The  demand  for  onions  has  been  very  good  this  week  and  prices  advanced 
about  100  per  100-pound  sack.     There  is  a  very  "bullish  feeling  among  the  deal- 
ers and  many  of  them  are  holding  for  higher  prices.    The  holdings  in  Hew  York 
State  are  believed  to  be  about  100  cars  less  than  at  this  time  last  year,  or 
around  275  cars.    Quality  is  running  fairly  good,  as  most  of  the  poor  stock 
has  already  moved.    The  remaining  stocks  are  in  good  storages  and  keeping  well. 
The  Canastota  section  is  about  cleaned  up  and  the  supplies  remaining  are  in 
Wayne  and  Genesee  counties.    The  season  for  onions  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close 
and  another  15  days  will  no  doubt  see  the  finish. 

"Demand  for  old  cabbage  showed  some  improvement  the  first  part  of  the 
week,  but  by  the  end  practically  all  shipments  were  being  consigned  and  the 
returns  on  those  cars  so  shipped  were  very  discouraging.    The  warn  weather 
which  has  prevailed  the  past  week  has  affected  the  cabbage  considerrbly  and 
some  growers  report  that  they  will  dump  some  of  their  stock. 

"Demand  and  trading  in  carrots  has  been  very  slow.    Most  of  the  cars 
moving  this  week  were  either  consigned  or  rolled  to  soup  factories  on  previous 
contracts.    Practically  every  one  has  given  up  hopes  of  any  improvement  in 
the  prices,  although  some  seem  to  think  that  conditions  could  not  be  worse  in 
May^as  they  cannot  move  the  carrots  now  at  any  price,   they  are  holding  them 
in  expectation  of  rt  least  finding  a  market  later  in  the  spring." 

1  lb .    AIR-LINE  SPEED 

Spanning  the  continent  in  the  first  all-air  night-and-day  passenger 
and  mail  schedule,  National  Air  Transport  and  Boeing  Air  Transport  will  open 
service  on  April  1,  which  will  put  the  Hew  York  passenger  in  San  Francisco 
in  31  hours  and  the  eastbound  passenger  over  the  same  2,770-mile  route  at 
his  destination  in  28  hours.    Under  the  new  schedule,   there  will  be^stops  in 
nine  States,  and,  directly  or  through  connections,  the  lines  vail  servo 
cities  which  are  the  trade  centers  for  a  population  of  ^0,000,000. 
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1  2b .     GOOD  SEASON  FOR  CELERY  IIT  FLORIDA 

The  following  report  was  rendered  "by  J.  B.  Owens  from  'Sanford  cn 
March  23:- 

"The  shippers  and  growers  of  celery  in  the  Sanf ord-Oviedo  district 
are  again  witnessing  an  interesting  and  pleasant  situation,-  interesting 
because  it  is  more  or  less  surprising  and  unexpected,  and  pleasant  because 
of  the  satisfactory  returns  on  fairly-good  yields.    The  weather  has  played 
a  most  important  role  in  bringing  about  this  situation.    Since  the  beginning 
of  the  season,  the  weather  has  been  generally  cool,  with  very  few  days  of 
real  warm  weather.     This  cool  weather  extending  over  such  a  long  period  has 
caused  a  very  uniform  movement  of  the  crop  to  date,  and  shipments  have  been 
generally  lighter  than  was  expected.     It  seems  now  that  approximately  50$ 
of  the  acreage  has  been  harvested,  and,  while  it  is  not  expected  that  the 
daily  shipments  in  the  future  will  be  as  light  as  they  have  been,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  movement  into  storage  which  started  last  week  will  more  than 
take  care  of  the  increase.    This  should  have  a  stabilizing  effect  on  the 
market,  even  under  increased  shipments. 

•   "The  general  condition  of  the  crop. is  unchanged  and  the  quality  of 
shipments  is  generally  good.    Cool  weather    has. retarded  the  presence  of 
black-heart  which  usually  appears  at  this  time  of  the  season,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  pink  rot  is  less  frequent  than  it  was  last  week.    The  shipments  are 
still  running  heavily  to  large  sizes,  but  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be 
a  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  large  stock  during  the  week.    There  is  still 
considerable  alarm  over  the  unusually  heavy  development  of  seeders  in  the 
late  crop. 

"The  f.o.b.  market  is  again  occupying  a  firm  position,  after  advancing 
25^  a  crate  on  3~^+  dozen's  and  remaining  unchanged  on  other  sizes.    The  wire 
inquiry  is  unusually  good  at  present,  and  most  of  the  shippers  have  booked 
their  shipments  for  several  days  in  advance." 

13b.     LIMA  BEAITS  TO  BE  INCLUDED  IH  SHIPMENT  REPORTS 

Beginning  April  1,  we  are  arranging  to  have  Lima  beans  included  with 
string  or  snap  beans  in  our  carlot  shipment  reports.     In  many  cases,  Lima 
beans  have  been  so  reported  in  the  past,  but  this  practice  has  not  been 
general  all  over  the  country.     In  order  to  secure  a  complete  report,  we  are 
requesting  all  railroads  to  include  Lima  beans  in  the  string  or  snap  bean 
reports- on  and  after  April  1.     It  nay  become  necessary  later  to  make  a  fur- 
ther revision  and  have  Lima  beans  reported  as  a  separate  commodity,  but  for 
the  -present  they  will  be  included  with  snap  beans  under  the  following  head- 
ing: "Beans  (Snap  and  Lima)." 

hUb-.    ARIZONA  LETTUCE  SHIPMENTS  HEAVY  BUT  PRICES  GOOD 

The  following  letter  of  March  22  came  from  A.  E.  Prugh,   at  phoenix, 
Arizona:- 

"A  feeling  of  optimism  prevails  at  Phoenix,  with  the  start  of  the 
spring  lettuce  deal.    Shipments  from  the  Phoenix  district  increased  more 
rapidly -than  expected  from  30  cars  on  the  15th  to  96  the  20th.    The  market 
has  opened. with  a  good  demand  on  best  stock  at  $2.25.    During  the  past  couple 
of  days,  some  shippers  could  have  secured  a  higher  price  but  decided  to  hold 
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at  that  figure  and  not  take  a    .chance  on.  curtailing  demand.    The  weather  has 
turned  warn,  with  a  maximum  of  31°  today*?    This  will  increase  production  and 
cut  dorm  the  number  of  six-dozen  size,  as  10  days  ago  it  seened  that  there 
would  "be  a  large  quantity  of  that  size. 

■ "Quality  has  been  improving  in  Salt  River  Valley,  and  yesterday  in- 
spections showed  14  cars  of  U.S.  No.  1  and  2°  cars  of  85$  U.S.  Ho.  1  stock. 
Quality  of  Tuna,  lettuce  has  been  exceptionally  good  the  past  10  days,  and 
about  a  week  ago  this  stock  sold  as  high  as  $2.75  f.o.b.    Yuma  lettuce  has 
been  commanding  a  premium  of  $1~$1.25  in  leading  markets  over  the  early  ship- 
ments from  the  Phoenix  district,  but  Salt  River  Valley  quality  has  been  im- 
proving.   The  Commercial  and  Ho,  12  varieties  have  been  heading-up  best  in 
this  warm  weather. 

"Shipments  are  expected  to  increase  rapidly  the  coming  week  and  over 
1,000  cars  are  expected  to  move.    Some  predict  the  perk. about  March  26  and 
others  not  until  April  2,  with  175  to  200  cars  from  Salt  River  Valley, 
Yuma  has  been  running  around  20  a  day  and  may  continue'  at  that  rate  for  a 
week  and  then  decline. 

"The  latest  figures  on  spring  lettuce  acreage  released  by  Mr.  Poote 
show  13,823  acres  for  the  Phoenix  district, . which  includes  such  outlying 
points  as  Buckeye  and  Eloy;  and  1/475  acres  for  the  Yuma  district.  About 
24  packing  companies  are  operating  in  the  Salt  River  Valley  and  six  at 
Yuma .  . 

"I  notice  a  marked  increase  in  the  acreage  of  grapefruit  trees  around 
Phoenix. " 

15b.     SEGREGATE  MISCELLANEOUS  PRODUCTS  IN  UNLOAD  REPORTS 

The  unload  reports  obtained  at  practically  all  market  stations  in- 
clude certain  corxiodities  such  as  peanuts,   coconuts,   Christmas  trees,  etc., 
which  can  not  properly  be  classed  as  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables.     In  making 
up  the  monthly  unload  reports,   such  products  should  be  grouped  at  the  end 
of  the  report,  under  a  designation  of  Miscellaneous  Corxiodities,  and  should 
not  be  included  in  the  totals  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 


B„  C.  30REE, 
Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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TEMPORARY  FULD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  ITBWS  SERVICE 


Station 


ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.,** 
310  Triangle  Bldg. 


PRESQUE  ISLE,  MB.,** 
Hedrich  Block 

IDAHO  I  ALLS,  IDA., 
230  Federal  Bldg. 

WINTER  HAVEN,  FLA.,  ** 
DeWitt-HVylor  Bldg. 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.,** 
1+12  P.O.  Bldg. 

MIAI.il,  PLA.,** 
Rerlty  Bldg. 

PLANT  CITY,  PLA.,** 

Hotel  Plant 

BROWNSVILLE,  TEXAS,** 
Chamber  of  Commerce 


SAiJFORD,  PLA.,** 
City  Hrll  Bldg. 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.,** 
602  Security  Bldg. 

HAMMOND,  LA. 


802  f  R.  L.  Sutton 


Mail 

First 

Probably 

List 

In 

Charge 

Reports 

.Bulletin 

will  close 

S37 

:  A. 

L. 

Thorns 

;  Pears* 

: Sept .  3 

:  Nov.  3* 

'  TT 

;  am 

S. 

Duncan 

•  Apples 

•  Sept .  3 

:  May  29 

j  Onions 

iSept.  3 

:  Apr.  15 

• 

;  Carrots 

:  Sept 

•  3 

'■  May  1 

t      ****  'e/ 

•  Crbbage* 

;  Sept 

•  3 

:  Mar.  28* 

j  Celery* 

•  Sept 

.  3 

.'  Jan.  10* 

!  Peaches* 

:  Sept 

.  8 

■   Oct.  4* 

;  Grapes* 

ISept.  23 

:  Oct.  29* 

8U2 

• _ Potatoes 

:  Oct . 

6 

■'  May  29 

D. 

Hall   -  ^ 

'•  Potatoes 

[Sept."  li' 

■  Apr.  30 

S'+5 

i  l. 

C 

Tate 

J  Potatoes 

■Sept.  15 

;  May  2 

920 

H. 

I'm 

Willson 

Citrus 

•  Oct . 

1 

:  June  6 

895 

R. 

E. 

Keller 

Apples* 

■  Oct. 

24 

:  Nov.  7* 

Onions 

.  Oct . 

24 

i  Mar.  28 

9^7 

Potatoes 

Oct. 

24 

:  May  15 

V. 

TT 

H. 

Nicholson  ' 

Beans 

Nov. 

1/ 

•  Apr.  1 

Peppers 

Dec. 

19 

May  1 

Tomatoes 

Jan. 

lG 

May  1 

850 

R. 

M. 

Peterson 

Stbr. 

Jan. 

5 

Apr.  1 

Vegs . 

Jan. 

5 

Apr.  1 

931-  : 

C 

Dm 

Schoolcraft  : 

Cabbage 

Jan. 

5 

*fcy  15 

Spinach*  , 

J  p  n . 

5 

Mar.  7* 

Beets  ; 

Jan. 

5 

liay  15 

Carrots  ■ 

Jan. 

6 

May  15 

Beans  I 

Mar . 

20 

May  15 

Potatoes  : 

liar . 

30  • 

May  15 

Onions  • 

Mar. 

30  . 

Apr.  30 

Tomatoes  ' 

Apr. 

27  : 

May  29 

yX  \J  ■ 

T 

u  . 

■R 

Owens  ! 

oeiery 

Jan. 

2b  ; 

iipr.  dj 

S15  I 

A. 

TH 

Prugh  ; 

Lettuce  j 

Mar . 

is  : 

Apr.  18 

Stbr.       ■'  Mar.  26  '  May  15 


The  following  stations  probably  will  open  on  dates  indicated; 


LAREDO,  TEXAS**  .801  :  W.  D.  Googe 

CRYSTAL  CITY,  TEXAS**  \  867  :  R.  G.  Kisser 


Oiiions 
Onions 


Ap 


p.  6 

13 


May  23 
May  23 


I'he  following  station 

jjj .  ^urry 
closes  on  date 

indicated : 

xj       mp.y  6\j 

WAUPACA,  WIS.,**           .894  •  K. 

G.  Kisser 

:  Potatoes 

.  Sept 

.  15.  Mar.  28 

 1 

Court  House 

**  State  cooperating 

B.  S.  3urr-,  Chicago 
R.  G.  Risser  in  Chicago 


*  Reports  discontinued 
W.  D.  Googe  on  leave  in  Port  Worth 
P.  Cox  in  San  Prrncisco 
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inSPECTIOh  SEE  VICE 


1c.     SHIPPIIG-POIUT  IITSPECTIOU  FOR  El  EHCIAITD  STATES 

A  cooperative  agreement  has  "been  signed  for  Federal-State  shipping- 
point  inspection  service  the  coming  season  in  Maine,  Hew  Hampshire,  Vermont, 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.     The  work  will  pertain  to _ fruits  (principally 
apples)  and  vegetables,  except  Maine  potatoes,  which  are  handled  under  a 
separate  agreement.     It  is  expected'  that  this  new  service  will  begin  about 
September  1,  when  apples  start  to  move  from  Hew  England., 

This    leaves  only  about ' four  States  of  the  Union,   in  which  there 
are  no  cooperative  agreements  for  inspection  at  shipping  points. 

2c.     STATE  OP  •QS1GIIT  PIT  RECEIVniG-POILTT  CERTIFICATES 

It  has  been. noted  that  many  receiving-point  certificates  issued 
recently  do  not  show  the  State  of  origin  of  the  products.    While  this  cannot 
always  be  obtained  and  is  not  always  important  to  the  applicant,   it  is  of 
importance  to  those  who  use  our  certificates  for  production,  pathological 
and  marketing  studies  of  various  kinds.     It  is  believed  that,  with  little 
additional  trouble,  this  information  can  be  obtained  at  the  time  the  appli- 
cation is  filed  or  by  phone  afterwards  for  inclusion  under  "Products  In- 
spected."    Generally  it  is  best  to  show  this  along  with_ label  or  brand 
statement. 


3c     COPPECT  TEL1PERATUHES 

It  is  very  important  at  this  season  of  the  year  to  get  adequate  and 
correct  temperature  readings  on  strawberries  and  other  highly-perishable 
products.     It  is  usually  necessary  to  insert  the  thermometer  at  a  second 
place  in  cars  of  strawberries.,  asparagus,  etc.,   in  order  to  obtain  correct 
temperature  readings.    When  only  one  insertion  is  made,   the  temperature 
reading  may  be  one  or  two  degrees  too  high  and,  because  of  this,  ."11  in- 
spectors are  instructed  to  insert  their  thermometer  in  the  product  a  second 
time  before  recording  the  temperature  on  the  note  sheet. 

kc.     OOLiPLAIET  RECAPPING-  CUTTIITC-  0E  SACKS 

Once  or  twice  a  year  we  receive  a.  complaint  from  some  member  of  the 
trade  that  our  inspectors  recklessly  cut  sacks  and  leave  a.  car  in  such 
condition  that  the  dealer  cannot  take  a.  buyer  into  it  without  considerable 
expense  in  restoring  the  car  to  a.  presentable  appearance.    Please  read 
again  paragraphs  33 >  3^s  35)  P-r,rt  1,  Receiving-Point  Handbook.    Sacks  should 
never  be  cut,  when  they  can  be  opened  by  untying  the  tops.    A  sewing  needle 
should  be  part'  of  the  equipment  of  every  inspector,  who  is  making  inspec- 
tion of  products  of  this  kind.    Use  every  precaution,   so  that  neither  you 
nor  the  service  as  a  whole  will  be  subjected,  to  criticism  on  account  of 
carelessness  in  this  connection. 


STRAWBERRY  production  in  five  early  States  together  is  forecast  at 
5^,667,000  quarts.    A  reported  decrease  of  9^  in  acreage  is  more  than  off- 
set by  higher  yields  per  acre  in  all  States  except  Florida.    Louisiana  ex- 
pects a  good  crop  of  31,200,000  quarts,   compared  with  2S, 290, 000  last  year. 
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TEMJPQRARY  HEADQUARTERS  0?  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECT IOIT  WORK 


State 


Supervisor 


Products 


Appr oximat e  d,"  t  e  of 


Opening      J  Closing 


PLORIDA: 

0.  G.  Strauss,  j 
P.O.  Box  1SS,  j 
Orlando,  PI a.  j 

Citrus  ; 

Aug. 

27 

May  1 

mains: . 

G.  R.  Warren,  ; 
Caribou,  L'Laine  j 

Potatoes 

Sept 

.  1 

Apr.  15 

LOUISIANA  j 

H.  S.  Moles,  : 
University  Station, 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  ; 

Vegetables 
Strawberries 
Potatoes 
Beans 

Nov . 
Mar . 
Apr. 
Apr. 

5 

25 

25 
25 

June  15 
May  15 
June  1 5 
Ju  no  1 5 

TEXAS : 

E.  T.  Longino, 

Room  5,  Madison  Hotel, 
Karlingen,  Texas 

Vegetables 

Nov. 

20 

May  15 

ARIZONA: 

R.  H,  Bert  el son, 
B3B  Bldg., 

Nogales,  Arizona 

Mexican 
tomatoes 

Dec. 

1 

May  1 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason, 

402  Ochoa  Bldg., 
1         San  Juan,  P.R. 

:  Citrus 

Apr. 

1 

Nov .  1 

REPORTS  regarding  Ohio  shipping-point  inspections  can  be  obtained 
by  addressing  M.  W.  Baker,  at  our  Columbus  office. 

Indiana  and  Michigan  shipping-point  inspection  reports  can  be 
head  from  the  Federal- State  Inspection  Service, 
Court  House,  Warsaw,  Indiana. 

Reports  regarding  shipping-point  inspections  of  Tennessee  sweet- 
potatoes  can  be  obtained  from  Kelson  B,  Rue, 
Division  of  Markets,  Nashville. 

Reports  on  vegetables  from  Winter  Garden  district  of  Texas  can  be 
had  through  the  San  Antonio  office. 

5c.     SEITD  WASHINGTON  COPIES  OP  INSPECTION  CERT  IE  I  GATES  PROMPTLY 

Some  of  our  offices  are  not  nailing  Washington  copies  of  certificates 
as  promptly  as         required  by  the  rules  and  regulations.     It  is  highly  import- 
ant that  our  Washington  copies  be  placed  in  the  files  promptly,  so  that  they 
can  be  located  v/hen  needed.     It  will  be  of  great  assistance  also,  if  the  cer- 
tificates are  arranged  in  serial  order  before  they  are  sent  in. 

A  careful  check  will  be  kept  on  each  office  in  the  future,  in  order  to  gl^ 
see  that  these  requirements  are  being  complied  with.  ' 


R.  C.  BUTNEE , 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 
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OPPICP  ilOTBS:    ■"■  .  • 

A.  S.  Mason  sailed  from  Hew  York  City  yesterday  for  Porto  Rico, 
where  he  will  supervise  the  shipping-point  inspection  work  on  citrus  fruits, 
particularly • grapefruit ,  this  spring  and  summer.    Communications  for 
Mr.  'lap son  can  "be  directed  in  care  of  The  Fruit  Growers1   Improvement  Com- 
mittee, U02  Ochoa  Building,  San  Juan,  Porto  Kico. 

K.  S.  Branch  and  C-.  A.  Bidelman,  of  the  Cleveland  inspection  staff, 
will  he  successively  on  anxaial  leave  "between  March  J>0  and  May  h .    D.  C. 
Beeler,  of  the  Chicago  office,  will  suhstitute  in  Cleveland  during  this 
period. 

J.  A.  Marks  has  gone  to  Pittsburgh  for  a  very  important  event,  which 
will  occur  on  March  28.     It  is  understood  that  he  will  be  married  this 
Saturday,  although  we  do  not  have  the  name  of  the  "bride-to-be.    Cordial  con- 
gratulations are  extended  to  Mr.  Marks.    He  completed  his  supervision  of 
shipping-point  work  in  the  State  of  Hew  York  last  week  and  reached  Pitts- 
burgh a  few  days  ago.    He  expects  to  start  southward  with  his  bride  about 
April  5>  and  will  supervise  the  inspections  of  strawberries  and  other  pro- 
ducts in  Alahama. 

R.  G-.  Risser  completed  his  period  of  service    at  Waupaca,  Wis.,  and 
will  return  at  the  end  of  this  week  to  the  Chicago  office.    Potato  market 
reports  for  Wisconsin  will  continue  to  be  issued  from  the  Stevens  Point 
office,  'under  Sta„te  supervision. 

Wm.  30.  Leigh  went  from  Washington  to  New  York  and  Chicago  this  week 
to  obtain  information,  on  the  basis  of  which  grades  may  be  prepared  for 
fab a  beans .  , 

J.  G-.  Cross  returned  on  Monday  from  his  western  trip  in  the  interest 
of  shipment  reports.    He  was  absent  for  nearly  10  weeks. 

W.  D.  G-ooge  expects  to  complete  his  military  leave  in  Texas  by  next 
Monday.    He  will  then  return  to  Port  Worth  and  be  on  annual  leave  until 
April  5j  when  he  will  go  to  Laredo,  Texas,   to  issue  reports  on  onions. 
C.  D.  Schoolcraft  will  remain  in  charge  of  the  field  sta.tion  at  Brownsville 
until  the  end  of  the  season. 

M.  C.  Gregory  also  returns  early  next  week  to  the  Port  Worth  office, 
after  having  been  on  military  leave.    A.  H.  Polster  will  proceed  from  Port 
Worth  to  Drllas  and  open  the  new  office  in  that  city. 

We  regret  to  have  to  report  that  K.  E.  Rutland,  who  is  on  sick  leave 
at  Presqu.e  Isle,  Maine,   is  still  incapacitated  for  duty,  but  his  condition 
shows  appreciable  improvement.    He  probably  v/ill  not  be  able  to  return  to 
act ive  service  before  the  latter  part  of  this  year. 

T.  C.  Curry  and  W.  W.  Anderson  were  in  the  Washington  office  this 
week,    Mr.  Curry  will  proceed  soon  to  Louisville  and  Mr.  Anderson  will  go 
to  Birmingham  to  open  the  new  inspection  office  at  that  point. 
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OFFICE  NOTES  (Continued);  ' 

Wm.  Gary  Thompson,  who  resigned  from  the  Inspection  Service  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1S23>  "because  of  ill  health,  has  "been  reinstated,  effective  April  1, 
as  an  Assistant  Marketing  Specialist  and  will  he  connected  with  the  Market 
Hews  Service.    He  will  report  for  duty  in  Chicago.    A  couple  of  weeks  ago, 
Mr.  Thompson  visited  officials  in  the  Washington  office.     It  will  he  re- 
membered that  he  was  on  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  staff  from  May,  1917 j  un- 
til his  resignation  in  1J23.    He  was  associated  xrith  the  News  Service  in 
Chicago,  Pittsburgh,  Detroit,  Atlanta  and  Kansas  City,  and  transferred  to 
the  Inspection  Service  at  Hew  Orleans  in  1920.    He  fcfas  recently  been  living 
at  Johnson  City,  Tenn. 

Robert  Bier  left  Washington  on  Wednesday  for  a  two  weeks'  trip  in 
the  interest  of  shipping-point  inspection  work.    He  planned  to  stop  at 
Richmond,  Rrleigh,  Aiken,  Jacksonville,  New  Orleans,  Montgomery  and  Atlanta. 
He  will  make  arrangements  for  handling  the  spring  work  in  this  territory 
and  will  line  up  the  necessary  personnel. 

W.  L.  Evans  went  to  Philadelphia  on  March  26  for  the  purpose  of  tes- 
tifying in  behalf  of  the  Government  in  connection  with  the  trial  of  a  com- 
mission merchant  charged  with  having  violated  the  Produce  Agency  Act.  Mr. 
Evans  returned  to  Washington  the  same  day. 

J.  W.  Dykes  will  include  Chicago  and  Pittsburgh  in  his  itinerary,  in 
connection  with  the  travel  which  he  is  performing  under  the  Produce  Agency 
Act . 

H.  V.  DeMott  expects  to  leave  Washington  on  March  31         Ft.  Wayne, 
Indiana,  where  he  will  examine  I9I8  Government  xvool  records  in  connection 
with  a  case  of  alleged  excess-profits  on  wool  during  the  war  period. 

C.  R,  Newton  will  be  in  Hew  York  City  on  March  2S,  where  he  will 
confer  with  the  U.S.  Attorney  and  others  regarding  a  pending  Produce  Agency 
Act  case. 

Five  new  offices  of  the  Inspection  Service  will  be  opened  about 
April  1,  and  the  following  names  and  addresses  should  be  added  to  all  lists 
of  inspection  offices 


BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 
DALLAS ,  TEXAS 
DES  MQINES,  IOWA 
LOUISVILLE,  KY. 
TULSA,  OKLA. 


In  Charge 


W.  W.  Anderson 
A.  H.  Polster 
R.  C.  Lindstrom 
T.  C.  Curry' 
R.  B.  Landrum 


Local  Address 


■kk  New  Post  Office  Building 

500  Post  Office  &  Court  House  Bldg. 

310  New  Federal  Court  House 

328  Old  Post  Office  Building 

303  Central  Bank  Building 


Some  of  these  addresses  may  be  subject  to  change,   so  far  as  the  room 
numbers  are  concerned.    Men  in  charge  should  advise  Washington  promptly  of 
any  necessrry  corrections  in  this  list. 
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Hot  for  publication 

la.    CARBON  COPIES  0?  LETTERS  MUST  BE  SENT  TO  WASHINGTON 

It  is  noticed  that  the  Washington  office  is  not  receiving  copies 
of  all  official  letters  prepared  in  field  and  market  stations.  Please 
refer  to  Par.  32  of  the  Administrative  Section  of  the  Handbook.    All  offices 
both  city  and  field,  which  are  not  now  doing  so,  are  hereby  directed  to 
make  an  extra  carbon  of  all  official  letters,  except  those  written  to  this 
Division,  and  forward  such  carbon  copies  promptly  to  the  Washington  office. 
It  is  essential  that  this  be  done,  in  order  that  we  may  keep  more  fully 
informed  regarding  field  conditions  and  problems.    Do  not  attach  these  car- 
bon copies  to  original  letters  bearing  on  other  subjects. 

WELLS  A.  SHERMAN 


2a.    A  REPORT  Oil  THE  RECENT  EROST  IN  TEXAS 

Under  date  of  March  29,  the  following  report  was  received  from 
G.  D.  Clark,  at  Austin,  Texas 

"There  was  little  or  no  damage  to  Texas  truck  crops  resulting  from 
the  cold  wave  during  the  past  two  days.    Light  frost  last  night  in  the 
Eagle  Lake  section  is  believed  not  to  have  damaged  potatoes.    Also  a  light 
frost  in  Yoakum  probably  did  no  damage  to  tomatoes.     Sections  farther  south 
are  thought  to  be  safe.     Only  a  small  percentage  of  East  Texas  tomatoes 
have  been  set  in  fields  paid  these  are  reported  protected.    However,  if  there 
was  any  loss,  there  are  sufficient  plants  available  to  reset  the  fields." 

3a.    PLANTING  INTENTIONS  WITH  RESPECT  TO  STAPLE  CROPS 

Recently  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates  issued  separate 
reports  on  the  intentions  of  growers  to  plant  four  important  crops  this 
season.    Total  potato  acreage  apparently  will  be  almost  11$  greater  than 
that  harvested  last  year.    Plantings  of  sweet-potatoes  may  be  increased 
about  one-fourth  over  the  light  acreage  of  1930.    The  acreage  of  late  or 
main-crop  onions  is  expected  to  be  reduced  by  9$  a-n&  production  may  be  about 
15$  below  that  of  last  year.    Acreage  of  domestic-type  cabbage  for  market 
in  the  late  States  is  expected  to  show  a  decrease  of  about  y/o  but  Danish- 
type  cabbage  an  increase  of         making  a  net  increase  of  about  2$  in  late 
cabbage  for  market. 

Ha.    ANOTHER  MARKETING  SUMMARY  ISSUED 

This  week  a  summary  has  been  distributed  on  "Marketing  Eastern  Shore 
Potatoes,  1930  Season,"  the  author  being  V.  H.  Nicholson. 
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5a.     STORAGE  HOLDINGS  III  CALIFORNIA 

The  following  report  was  received  through,  the  San  Francisco  office: 
TOTAL  COLD-STORAGE  HOLDINGS  III  CALIFORNIA 

Commodity             ~  .     Mar.  15, 1931    Feb. 28, 1931  Mar .15,1950 

Apples            (Boxes)          1,^99, SS7        i,6s^,333  8^7, 23U 

Pears        (Boxes  and  Lugs)      155,935             189,572  100,696 

Onions'           (Sacks)                72,057              76,l6U  10U,6oU 

Potatoes          (Sacks)               253,525             230,^57  176,969 

■  TOTAL. PUBLIC  WAREHOUSE  (Dry  Storage.)  HOLDINGS 
Commodity  Mar. 15, 1931    Feb. 28, 1931    Mar. 15, 1950 

Onions  (Sacks)  9,909  13,796    .  8,7^0 

Potatoes  (Sacks)  97,07o  125,808  6S,209- 


6a.    AN  IMPORTANT  REPORT  ON  THE  UNITED  STATES  BULB  INDUSTRY 

As  a  result  of  his  investigations  extending  over  a  considerable 
period  of  tine,  Robert  G.  Kill,  of  the  Standardization  and  Research  project, 
has  published  a  valuable  nineographed  report  of  55  V?Ses>  entitled:  "A 
Survey  of  the  United  States  Bulb  Industry."    It  is  replete  with  important 
data  relating  to  bulbs  and  includes  a  nap,  showing  the  producing  sections 
of  the  United  States.    Copies  of  this  report  can  bo  had  fron  the  Washington 
office  by  all  interested  persons. 

Mr.  Hill's  work  is  the  first  comprehensive  survey  ever  made  of  the 
bulb  industry  in  this  country.  - 


Division  Letter,  April  3;  1.931 


213 


MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


I'd  .     CONDITIONS  NOT  SO  GOOD  AS  THEY  HAVE  BEEN  I  IT  SOUTHERN  TEXAS 

C.  D.  Schoolcraft  sent  the  following  report  from  Brownsville,  Texas, 
on  March  28;- 

"Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  markets,  generally  speaking,  are  not  in  as 
favorable  a  position  as  they  were  a  week  ago.    The  price  advances  in 
cabbage,  made  the  latter  part  of  last  week,  were  short-lived.    Prices  a  week 
ago  of  $10~$12  per  ton  bulk,  usual  terms,  served  to  increase  loadings  to 
the  point  that,  for  the  three  days  of  Thursday,  Eriday  and  Saturday  last, 
shipments  from  the  State  averaged  170  cars  per  day.    By  Monday  the  market 
began  to  slip  and  by  Wednesday  it  had  reached  the  previous  season  low  of 
$7~$S  per  ton.    Prices  to  growers  were  at  a  level  of  $3*-$^  per  ton,  and 
this  served  to  check  loadings  somewhat.    However,  the  week's  average  ship- 
ments were  over  100  cars  per  day..  . 

"Two  to  three  cars  of  beans  have  moved  daily  during  this  week,  be- 
sides considerable  quantities  in  mixed  cars  and  by  l.c.l;  express.  Quality 
is  reported  as  good.    Prices  have  declined  from  $4.50  per  bushel,  usual 
terns,  a  week  ago  to  $3.5^  today.    Dealers  have  not  viewed  this  decline  with 
alarm,  however,  as  they  realized  that  the  early  prices  were  too  high.  Bean 
movement  may  be  expected  to  pick  up  somewhat,  although  shipments  will  likely 
be  light  the  greater  part  of  the  season.  ' 

"Potatoes  are  moving  in  a  light  way,  with  about  25  cars  out  this  week. 
Practically  everything  is  being  graded  U.S.  No.  1,  l-|-inch  minimum.     It  will 
likely  be  10  days  or  two  weeks  before  any  volume  of  straight  U.S.  No,  I's 
is  shipped.    The  Late  Blight  is  still  serious,  and  growers  and  dealers  are 
generally  discouraged  as  to  the  outlook  for  any  volume  this  year.  Estimates 
on  shipments  are.  being  variously  placed  at  1,000  to  around  1,200  cars,  as 
a  maximum  for  the  lower  Valley.    Most  of  the  stock  now  being  shipped  is  from 
blight-injured  fields,  and  yields  are  ranging  from  almost  nothing  in  some 
fields  to  hO  or  50  bushels  in  others.    There  is  some  acreage  that  will  hot 
be  dug,  but  there  are  reports  of  some  acreages  in  good  condition  that  prom- 
ise good  yields, 

"The  first  car  of  onions  was  shipped  from  Santa  Rosa,  yesterday.  This 
is  about  a  week  later  than  last  year,    Movement  will  get  under  way  in  the 
Raymondville  section  next  week.    It  looks  as  if  the  Raymondville  deal  is 
going  to  overlap  the  Laredo  and  Crystal  City  deals  more  than  usual.  Esti- 
mates of  shipments  from  the  Raymondville  district  are  now  being  pla.ced 
around  last  year's  figure  or  slightly  over  700  cars.    Quality  and  yields 
are  reported  generally  good. 

"Erosts  were  predicted  for  the  Valley  last  night  but  failed  to  ma- 
terialize." 

2b.    PROGRESS.  OE  WASHINGTON  RHUBARB  SEASON 

A  letter  of  March  28  from  T.  R.  Hall,  of  Seattle,   includes  the 
following  statement  on  rhubarb:- 

"The  hothouse  rhubarb  harvest  has  practically  ended  in  the  Puyallup- 
Sumner  district,  and  the  cool  damp  weather  which  has  prevailed  in  'the  Paget 
Sound  area,  all  week  is  not  conducive  to  the  production  of  best  quality 
outdoor  rhubarb.    The  stalks  are  short,  which,  from  a  market  standpoint, 
is  rather  undesirable." 

I 
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Jo,     LAST  REPORT  PIT  WISCONSIN  POTATOES 

Just  before  leaving  Waupaca,  Wis.,  on  March  28,  R.  G.  Risser  wrote 
the  following  letter :~ 

"Closely  following  and  overlapping  the  heavy  national  movement  of 
potatoes  which  occurred  during  the  week    ending  March  21j  there  was  a  com- 
plete reversal  cf  trading  conditions  on  Wisconsin  potatoes  from  those  which 
had  immediately  preceded  the  heavy  movement.    From  a  situation  of  brisk  ac- 
tivity the  first  and  middle  of  the  week,  there  was  practically  an  over-night 
change  to  almost  complete  stagnation. 

"Recovery  during  the  week  ending  M&rch  28  has  been  slow.    The  accumu- 
lation of  heavy  supplies  is  still  having  its  effect,  even  though  the  current 
movement  has  been  somewhat  reduced.    Readjustment  in  prices  has  encouraged 
trading  to  some  extent,  and  the  limited  haulings  have  engendered  a  better 
feeling.    The  fluctuation  in  prices  does  not  tell  the  whole  story,  for  there 
has  been  a  greater  transition  in  trading  activity  than  in  price  levels.  In 
fact,  during  the  most  critical  time,   there  were  too  few  sales  to  quote. 
Shippers  are  nofr  receiving  moderate  wire- inquiry  and  are  making  some  sales 
of  U.S.  No .1 'sat  il.30-$  1.35  per  cwt." 

^ •    MICHIGAN  F.O.B.  MARKETS  III  FIRM  POSITION 

The  following  letter  of  March  28  came  from  R.  E.  Keller,  in  charge 
of  the  Grand  Rapids  office •- 

"The  onion  market  in  -western  Michigan  shows  evidence  of  finishing 
fairly  strong.    While  the  price  has  weakened  slightly,  the  returns  were  still 
a  third  to  a  half  higher  than  prices  received  during  most  -of  the  season.  The 
delay  in  early  shipments  from  Texas  lias  been  the  salvation  of  the  clean-up 
in  old-crop  onions.    With  the  cold  weather  this  week-end  sweeping  over  Texas, 
presenting  further  possible  delay  to  southern  stock,  Michigan  operators  are 
quite  optimistic  for  a  satisfactory  price  during  the  remainder  of  the  deal. 

"Shipments  to  date  total  just  under  the  5,000-car  mark.    Recent  count 
of  "11  the  onions  in  the  State  indicates  that  the  final  movement  will  be  be- 
tween 5,U00  and  5,500  cars,  which  means  that  Michigan  will  have  to  ship  about 
30  cars  daily  during  the  next  two  weeks  to  move  the  remaining  H00  or  500 
cars.    Some  of  the  cold-storage  -stock  will  likely  be  fed  out  all  during 
April.    This  estimate  may  be  cut  some  by  spoilage  and  waste,  when  the  cars 
are  loaded  out,  but,  if  the  market  remains'  comparatively  strong,  most  of 
these  onions  will  be  shipped. 

"Michigan's  potato  prices  moved  upward  the  latter  part  of  this  week, 
in  sympathy  with  the  trend  from  pivotal  market  and  shipping-point  centers. 
Car lot  movement  of  potatoes  to  date  totals  1,925  cars.    Estimates  made  last 
fall, by  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates,  were  that  the  State's 
production  was  the  smallest  since  1899,  shipment  records  certainly  sub- 

stantiate their  figures.    An  estimate  of  the  potatoes  yet  to  be  shipped^is 
rather    difficult  to  make,  as  most  of  the  stock  is  now  in  the  hands  of  far- 
mers, who  are  the  sole  speculators-  on  Michigan  potatoes.    The  amount  of  stock 
that  will  be  required  for  seed,  the  quantity  that  will  be  taken  by  truckers, 
and  the  rolume  that  has  already  been  moved  via  the  highways  make  it  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  judge  accurately  just  what  the  final  carlo t  movement  will 
be.     Shippers?  ideas  vary  widely,  ranging  from  300  to  900  cars  yet  to  be 
moved."  -.  • 
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5"°  *    LOWEST  TEMPERATURES  OF  THE  SEAS 017  III  COLORADO 

Bryce  Morris,  of  the  Denver  office,'  wrote  as  follows  in  a  letter 
dated  March  28:- 

"The  Rocky  Mountain  region  experienced  the  worst  "blizzard  and  coldest 
weo,ther  of  the  season  this  week*    The  minimum  temperature  recorded  in  Denver 
was  2°  below  zero,  with  other  points  in  the  State  as  low  as  6Qto  8°  "below. 
A  heavy  wind  accompanied  the  snow,  which  drifted  roads  "badly,  especially 
in  the  northeastern  portion  of  the  State  in  the  G-reeley  potato  section. 

"Only  nine  cars  of  potatoes  were  shipped  from  around  G-reeley  on 
Thursday  and  Friday,  while  dealers  expected  shipments  to  increase  to  around 
25  or  30  cars  Sc-turday^  as  the  roads  are  cleared  "by  snow-plows.  Shipping- 
point  prices  advanced  sharply  late  this  week.    Northern  Colorado  dealers 
were'  offering  farmers  $1  per  cwt .  for  standard  grade  Rurals,  while  farmers 
in  the  Srn  Luis  Valley  received  §1 ,05-$l .10  for'  Brown  Beautys,  with  occasion- 
al loaded  cars  reported  up  to  151.15.    The  Red  McClure  market  advanced  also, 
with  dealers  paying  $1.35~$1.^5>  nnd.  occasional  sales  at  $1.47i?  to  the  grow- 
ers.   The  McClure  market  was  close  to  the  top. prices  paid  last  fall,  when 
the  maximum  for  the  season  was  reached  at  $1.60, 

"The  onion  season  has  practically  ended,  as  far  as  Colorado  is  con- 
■cerned.    The  Arkansas  Valley  had  loaded  1,270  cars  "by  the  latter  part  of 
this  week,  with  a  possibility  that  the  final  movement  may  reach  1,300  cars, 
as  predicted  two  months  ago.    The  movement  last  year  was  practically  double 
the  present  shipments,  with  2,418  to  date.    On  the  Western  Slope,  shippers 
were  trying  to  clean  up  available  supplies  before  warmer  weather  deterio- 
rated the  stock  in  storage.    About  680  cars  had  been  shipped  by  Friday 
night,  with  a  possibility  of  35  to  ^0  cars  remaining  in  storage.  Demand 
was  somewhat  better  for  onions  on  the  Western  Slope,  but  prices  remained 
about  steady, 

11  Supplies  of  California  asparagus  have  been  heavy  011  the  Denver  market, 
with  sales  ranging  very  low  for  this  season  of  the  year.    Best  Central  Cali- 
fornia grass  received  by  freight  was  jobbing  at  8^-10^  per  pound,  with  oc- 
casional lots  as  low  as  $2  per  crate.    Eight  cars  have  been  unloaded  since 
March  17,  with  two  cars  on  track. Saturday  morning.    Demand  has  been  quite 
good  at  the  low  prices,  and  the  movement  liberal." 

6b .    RECEIPT  CROP  NEWS  FROM  SOUTHERN  FLORIDA 

V.  H.  Nicholson  sent  the  following  report  from  Miami,  Florida,  on 
March  28:- 

u Weather  conditions  in  southern  Florida  this  week  have  been  rather 
favorable  for  the  vegetable  crops.     It .has  been  warm  and  mostly  clear  all 
week,  although  rr.iri  and. colder  is  forecast  for  tonight  and  Sunday,  There 
was  a  rather  strong  wind  over  some  localities  last  Sunday,  but  little 
dr>mage  wrs  reported. 

"Carlot  shipments  of  beans  have  increased  and  it  now  appears  that 
ship"ments  for  the  week  will  amount  to  approximately  120  cars.    Most  of  the 
beans  are  still  coming  from  the  section  around  Pompano,  but  the  movement 
from  that  section  is  probably  now  at  its  peak.    Probably  one-third  of.  the 
total  is  now  Coming  from  around  the  Lake,  withthe  shipments  from  that  sec- 
tion slowly  increasing.     The  young  crop  is  reported  to  be  in  good  condition 
.and  planting  is  still  going  on  in  the  Belle  Glade-Canal  Point  section. 

(continued  over) 
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"Shipnents  of  tomatoes  have  also  increased,  "but  total  movement  this 
week  will  'probably  not  exceed  135  of  1^1-0  car-lots.    Host  growers  have  been 
anxious  to  get  their  fruit  on  the  high  market  of  the  last -few  days,  and  many 
have  picked  stock  that  should  have  remained  on  the  vines  for  a  few  days 
longer,    Mexican  shipments  have  been  heavy,  and  most  of  the  terminal  markets' 

"  have  shown  a  weaker  tendency  during  the  last  few  days.-  With  a  declining  mar- 
ket,'; there  has  been  little  demand  for  green  stock,  and  shippers  have  tried  tc 
persuade  growers  to  stop  picking  for  a  few  days.    However,  shipments  have 
continued  a  little  hen.vicr  than  last  week.  - 

"Shipments  of  peppers  are  about  the  same  volume  as  last  week,  and  the 
market  continues  firm.    Growers  were  getting  $U«$U.25  for  fancy  and  15  2.75- 
$3»35  for  choice  at  the  express  platform  at  Pompano  yesterday,    quality  of 
the  crop  is  still  only  fair,  although  shippers  report  that  it  is  slowly  im- 

"  proving."  '  '.  .  '  :  " 

7b.      IDAHO  POTATO  MARKET  STILL  STB.0NG 

L.  C.  Tate  wrote  as  follows  from  Idaho  Palls  in  a  letter  of  March  26:- 

"The  advance  in  potato  prices  last  week  met  with  some  unfavorable  con- 
ditions, which  under'  :i:\od  the  market  for  a  few  days,  but  trading  has  come 
back  to  normal  today  and  prices  are  again  soaring  hourly.    The  advance  start- 
ed on  Tuesday  of  last  week,  and. due  to  the  pessimistic  frame  of  mind  of  most 
dealers,  there  was  a  tremendous  quantity  of  potatoes  sold  for  loading  this 
"week.    This  lack  of  faith  in  the  price  situation  brought  on  a  new  shipment 
record  for  Idrho  twice  last  week.    Previously,  the  high  mark  for  one  day  was 
236  car l'oads,  established  in  the '  1927-28  season,  when  Idaho  had  a  crop  of 
over  28, 000 "cars'.    Last  Friday  loadings  amounted  to  251  cars, 'and  on  Saturday 
they  stepped  up  to  27S  cars. 

"Host  of  the  loadings  this • week  have  been  on  previous  sales.    Such  a 
thing  may  not  sound  reasonable,  when  Idaho  is  shipping  150  to  200  cars  daily, 
but  it  is  nevertheless  true..   Dealers-cre  expecting  these  heavy  loadings  to 
demoralize  the  market,  but  they  have  now  come  to  realize  that  these  cars  were 
already  sold  to  terminal  receivers,  and  they  have  again  started-  to  stock-up 
on  supplies .  '"' 

"A  blizzard  settled  down  over  the  entire  State  on  Wednesday  and  Wednes- 
day night,  so  that  country  roads  are  in  .bad  shape.    This  will  tend  to  support 
a  firm  market,  for  the  balance -of  the  week,   if  not  longer.    Some  buyers  are 
offering  as  high  as  $1  bulk  for    ¥0.  1  Russets  this  morning,-  while  loaded 
cars  have  sold  around  $1— $1.10,  with  some  a  shade  lower.    Thcre:  are  probably 
over  6,000  cars  yet  to  move  from  Idaho,  and,  with  the  southern  crop  coming  on 
slowly,  it  .appears  that  they  may  be  sold  to  advantage." 

7-h .    APPLE  CONCENTRATE 

A  Berlin  dispatch  March  29  says:  ■  "The  apple  a  day  that  keeps  the 
doctor  away...  can  now  be  gulped  down  in  the  form    of  a  lozenge.    A  young 
German  scientist  has  discovered  a  method  whereby,  it  is  asserted,  the  fruit 
can  be  ground  to  a  powder 'and  pressed  into  blocks  without  any  loss  of  flavor 
or  healthy  salts,'    The  blocks  Can  be  eaten  raw  or  cooked." 

IP  YOU  EVER  PAIL  TO  RECEIVE  THE  WEEKLY  DIVISION  LET  TEH,  TELL  THE 
WASHINGTON  0PPICE  PROMPTLY,  SO  A  COPY  MAY  BE  SENT. 
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Sb .    ASPARAGUS  HAULED  BY  TRUCK  900  MILES  IF  36  HOURS 

T.  R.  :Hall,  of  the  Seattle  office,   sent  the  following  interesting 
letter  under  date  of  March  20:- 

"This  office  cr.nnot  "be  outdone  by  a-hy  stories  of  long-distance  auto- 
truck transportation  of  perishables,,  and  to  substantiate  our  clain  the  fol- 
lowing is  related.    It  my  also  he  of  interest  to  some  of  the  other  nen,  who 
are  as  nearly  bewildered  about  means  of  arriving  at  any  estimate  of  truck 
receipts  on  their  markets  as  I  an  for  the  Seattle  territory: 

"My  attention  was  called  to  a  truck-load  of  Sacramento,  California, 
asparagus,  which  was  being  distr ibuted  -among  the  dealers  on  the  iDroduce  mar- 
ket this  morning.  An  inspection  showed  that  the  asparagus  had  arrived  in 
Seattle  in  good  condition.  The  distance  between  Sacramento  and  this  city  is 
approximately  900  miles  and  the  usual  driving  time  is  36  hours.  The  cost  of 
delivery  is  $2  per  cwt.  by  automobile,  and  the  express  companies  are  holding 
to  a  rate  of  $2.S9  f°r  "the  same  distance. 

"This  truck  is  equipped  to  provide  refrigeration  with  dry  ice.  About 
60-75  pounds,  under  prevailing  conditions,  maintain  a  temperature  for  most 
vegetables  below  50  degrees.    Two  drivers  serve  in  relays,  and  sleeping  ac- 
comodations are  provided  in  the  front  portion  of  the  body  of  the  truck. 
Later  in  the  season,  the  owners  expect  to  haul  produce  from  Los  Angeles  to 
this  market,  and  claim  they  can  maintain  a  60-hour  running- time  schedule. 
Some  of  the  local  trade  have  sufficient  faith  in  the  success  of  this  method 
of  transportation  to  try  bringing  in  California  strawberries,  instead  of 
using  the  express.    The  owners  of  the  trucks,  their  present  fleet  consisting 
of  five,  get  business  on  the  return  from  local  fish  shippers,  and  the  equip- 
ment is  thoroughly  steamed  out  and  washed  after  each  trip. 

"The  following  additional  facts  about  the  truck  and  equipment  are  of 
interest:     The  body  is  mounted  on  a  Reo  Speedwagon  chassis,  equipped  with 
eight  wheels.    The  body  has  a  capacity  of  rbout  3^0  pyramid  crates  and  an 
estimated  cubical  capacity  of  1,000  to  1,200  cubic  feet.    The  usual  carlot 
loading  in  the  Sacramento  district  is  about  64-0  crates.     The  truck  is  in- 
sulated with  a  three- inch  thickness  of  material  between  the  two  walls.  The 
weight  of  the  outfit  unloaded  was  reported  as  10,500  pounds." 

9b.    HEAVY  SHIPMENTS  OF  FLORIDA  GRAPEFRUIT 

H.  F.  Will son  sent  the  following  letter  from  Winter  Haven  under  date 
of  March  27 :~ 

"It  is  the  general  opinion  that  Florida  grapefruit  prices  will  show 
an  advance  in  the  near  futurej  particularly  if  the  balance  of  the  crop  is 
well  distributed  over  the  remainder  of  the  season.    The  low  prices  and  bulk 
shipments  have  resulted  in  wide  distribution,  relatively  high  consumption, 
-and  more  prospective  buyers. 

"The  shipments  have  been  heavy.    For  the  past  eight  weeks  ending 
March  21,  the  average  weekly  Florida  grapefru.it  shipments  nave  been  approxi- 
mately 1,100  cars.     This  total  figure  is  the  number  of  straight  cars  plus 
the  proper  proportion  -of  mixed  cars.    The  Clearing  House  is  estimating  28,500 
cars  of  grapefruit,  including  mixed,  and,  with  a  total  movement  to  March  21 
of  20,55S  cars,  this  would  leave  7,9^2  yet  to  ship.    There  are  12  shipping 
weeks  to  June  13;  so  the  average  weekly  shipments  will  have  to  be  062  cars, 
Tv/o  years  ago,  on  corresponding  date,  there  were  only  10  weeks  to  ship,  and 
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practically  the  sane  number  of  cars  were  moved,  or  7,756.    The  weekly  auc- 
tion average  for  that  period  was  $3.31,.  or  S6^  above  last  week's  average 
of  $2.45,  per  box, 

"Speculators  are  showing  their  confidence  in  present  conditions  by 
buying  fruit  on  the  trees.    One  packing-house  manager  said  that  buyers 
were  offering  as  nuch  as  75^  a  box,  but  post  offers  are  around  kQ<£  to  50^." 

10b.    SHARP  ADVA17C3  IE  HAIK5  POTATO  PRICES 

On  March  23,  W.  D.  Hull  wrote  a    letter  from  Presque  Isle,  Maine, 
Peart  of  which  is  printed  below :- 

"During  the  week  of  March  16-21,  the  Maine  potato  market  showed  more 
strength  that  at  any  tine  since  last  fall.     On  Tuesday  (March  17)  there 
were  reports  of  strengthening  in  the  West,  and  the  Maine  market  was  quick 
to  respond.    Demand  was  much  better  and  shippers  had  little  difficulty  in 
obtaining  an  advance  of  5#  Per  cwt.  sacked  over  Monday's  prices.  Wednes- 
day (March  IS)  brought  a  very  great  increase  in  buying,  as  the  city  dealers 
were  all  anxious  to  place  their  orders  before  there  was  any  further  'advance 
in  prices.    It  is  probable  that  Wednesday  was  the  perk  day  of  buying,  al- 
though there  was  sufficient  carry-over  on  Thursday  to  keep  the  larger  ship- 
pers busy  confirming  orders  and  turning  over  to  smaller  shippers  the  ones 
that  they  could  not  fill,  • 

"The  market  on  certified  Green  Mountains  remained  draggy  throughout 
the  week  of  March  l6-2l,  but  selected  Cobblers  were  in  big  demand  and 
prices  increased  25^-5^  Per  H-peek  sack.    Spies  at  $2.75  Per  H-peck 
sack  were  reported,  with  the  majority  from  $2.35  ^°  $2.65.     Supplies  of 
selected  Cobblers  are  becoming  very  light  and  some  shippers  reported  diffi- 
culty in  filling  orders,  even  at  the  higher  prices." 

In  another  letter,  dated  March  J>0,  Mr.  Hull  sent  the  following  ad- 
ditional information  on  potatoes :- 

"Demand  for  Maine  potatoes  was  rather  slow  during  the  fore  part  of 
last  week,  as  the  result  of  the  very  heavy  shipments  the  week  before.  The 
local  market  remained  steady,  with  a  very  firm  undertone  during  the  first 
three  days  of  the  week.    Thursday  there  was  some  improvement  in  demand  and 
the  market  responded  very  quickly,  with  f.o.b.  prices  advancing  10^  per 
cwt.,  while  the  street  price  showed  an  advance  of  10^-25^  per  barrel. 

"Because  of  the  condition  of  the  roads,  haulings  from  farms  were 
very  light  throughout  the  week,  it  being  possible  to  haul  only  a  few  hours 
during  the  forenoon  while  the  roads  were  frozen.    With  the  developing  of 
the  stronger  market  on  Thursday,  the  farmers  were  very  unwilling  to  sell 
at  the  prevailing  prices,  but  some  stock  was  bought  for  delivery  this  week 
■Then  the  roads  would  be  in  better  shape.     It  was  reported  that  prices  as 
high  as  $2,50  per  barrel  were  paid  for  stock  to  be  delivered  this  week. 
The.  greater  part  of •  last  week's  shipments  were  loaded  from  storage.  Stocks 
in  some  of  the  warehouses  were  considerably  reduced,   so  that  the  operators 
were  very  anxious  to  buy  more  pota.toes  and  paid  top  prices  to  get  then, 

".Nearly  all  the  shippers  were  very  optimistic  over  the  action  of 
the  market  and  the  manner  in  which  it  rallied  so  quickly  after  the  heavy 
shipments  of  the  preceding  week.    They  feel  that  prospects  are  very  good 
for  a  strong  market  during  the  next  few  weeks.    While  demand  was  only 
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moderate,  efforts  to  obtain  higher  prices  were  in  the  main  successful.  On 
Saturday,  every  one  was  excited  and  offers  that  wwould  net  $1.50  per  cwt . 
sacked  were  refused  on  every  hand.     Some  orders  were  filled  on  an  f.o.b. 
"basis  of  |l.55-$l»60  per  cv/t.  sacked,  while  the  street  price  was  from  $2.25 
up,   on  what  little  stock  was  bought  in  storage,  there  being  practically  no 
haul in gs . 

"Shipments  frora  Maine  last  week  were  around  1,550  cars,  which  is  nearly 
350  less  than  during  the  week  of  March  16  to  21,    Through  Wednesday  of  last 
week,  shippers  were  still  filling  orders  which  had  been  booked  the  previous 
week  during  the  flurry  of  haying,  which  took  place  when  the  Chicago  'futures' 
on  Idaho  Russets  jumped  to  $2,     Shipments  to  date  this  season  have  passed 
4-3,000  cars.     Opinions  vary  as  to  the  number  that  remain  to  be  shipped.  Those 
who  are  best  informed  place  the  number  at  10,000  to  12,000  cars." 


lib.    FLORIDA  CgLJRY  BEING  RUSHED  TO  MAgjgT 

J.  33.  Owens  sent  the  following  letter  from  Sanford,  Florida,  on 
March  3°:- 

rv,G"The  celery  situation  in  the  Sanf ord~0viedo  district,  as  far  as  ship- 
ment Si  concerned,  has  taken' on  a  different  aspect  than  was  generally  expected. 
Until  a  few  days  ago,   it  was  thought  that  shipments  would  continue  for  ap- 
proximately three  or  four  weeks  in  about  the  same  volume  as  they  had  "been 
going  out  for  the  past  six  weeks,  but  the  rrpid  development  of  seeders  has 
changed  this  situation  somewhat.     It  now  seems  that  shipments  for  this  week 
and  next  will  he  rather  heavy,  due  to  the  fact  that  an  extra  effort  will  he 
made  to  harvest  as  much  of  the  crop  as  possible  before  the  seeders  develop 
far  enough  to  materially  affect  the  quality.    After  this  time,  the  movement 
is  uncertain  and  will  be  determined  largely  by  the  condition  of  the  market. 

"The  movement  of  Florida  celery  into  storage  started  about  10  days 
ago  and  since  that  time  approximately  20/£  of  the  shipments  have  been  sold  for 
that  purpose.    More  than  likely  a  larger  percentage  of  this  week's  movement 
will  go  into  storage,  due  to  the  anticipated  rapid  decline  in  quality. 

"The  f.o.b,  market  made  an  advance  today  (Monday)  of  25^  a  crate  on 
three  dozen's,  which  "brings  the  price  on  three,  four,  and  ten  dozen's  in  the 
rough  to  $2  a  crate.     Six  and  eight  dozen's  in  the  rough  are  still  selling  at 
$2.25  per  crate.    The  demand  continues  to  he  very  good  and  most  shippers  re- 
port that  they  have  received  enough  orders  today  to  take  care  of  their  ship- 
ments for  the  next  three  days." 


1 2T3 .    TEESTSBIT  IT3W  YORK  SEASON  WAITING- 

On  March  31»  A.  L.  Thomas  wrote  as  follows  from  the  Rochester  office:- 

"The  movement  of  western  Hew  York  apples  dropped  off  considerably 
during  the  past  two  weeks  and  is  now  averaging  around  JO  cars  drily.  The 
dealers  who  own  good  fruit  are  holding  for  higher  prices,  and  there  is  a 
range  of  rhout  10^-15^  on  bushels  between  the  price  buyers  are  willing  to 
pay  and  the  asking  price. 

"Demand  and  trading  in  onions  has  been  rather  limited  this  week.  There 
is  a  weaker  tendency  to  the  market  and  prices  dropped  rhout  100  per  sack. 

"Another  advance  in  potatoes  occurred  the  first  part  of  this  week  and 
prices  are  again  up  to  $2.H5~$2.55  for  IRO-pound  sacks  of  U.S.  No.  1  Round 
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Whites.    Most  dealers  are  paying  the  growers  75^-80^,  &n(l  in  a  few  cases 
as  high  as  S5^  per  bushel  for  good  stock.    The  peak  movement  this  Season 
to  date  occurred  on  March  25,  when  ^8  cars  rolled  fron  the  State.  Indi- 
vidual reports  fron  dealers  who  have  visited  the  producing  areas  indicate 
that  holdings  are  nuch  lighter  than  at  this  tine  last  year. 

"There  has  "been  practically  no  demand  or  trading  in  carrots .  Some 
of  the  movement  now  is  fron  sales  made  on  previous  contracts  and  sone  cars 
are  being  consigned.    Returns  on  stock  consigned  are  very  low.    In  one  case 
a  dealer  reported  he  received  $26  for  a  car  consigned  to  Hew  York  City, 
No  f.o.b.  sales  were  r.iade  this  week." 


1  Jo  .     INTERESTING  REPORT  FROM  STATS  OF  WASHINGTON 

The  following  letter  of  March  2S  erne  fron  T.  R.  Hall,  of  the 
Seattle  office :- 

" Developments  in  the  old  potato  market  for  the  Yakina  Valley  growers 
and  shippers  during  the  past    week  are  :  continued  advance  in  prices,  with 
a  resulting  heavier  drily  loading  at  shipping  points  and  a  good  novenent 
into  the  niddlewestern  and  southern  markets.     It  is  estimated  that  only  ^0 
cars  remain  to  be  shipped  fron  the  Ellensburg  district,  and  most  of  the 
present  shipments  are  being  billed  from  lower  Yakima  Valley  points.  Well- 
graded  U.S.  No.  1  potatoes  have  commanded  around  $20  per  ton  and  offerings 
are  scarce.    A  wide  range  in  prices  for  Washington  Combinations  has  existed, 

"In  the  early  vegetable  districts  of  the  lower  Yakima  Valley,  pota- 
toes have  been  planted  for  early  summer  digging.     Some  growers  have  experi- 
enced difficulty  in  making  financial  arrangements  for  their  1931  operations* 
A  few  operators  have  refused  to  advance  funds  to  be  devoted  to  the  produc- 
tion of  the  new  crop,  but  other  large  concerns  are  taking  mortgages  on  the 
property  as  security  for  funds  advanced  to  growers. 

"There  is  practically  no  demand  for  seed  potatoes  from  Oregon  this 
spring,  but  dry-land  seed  potatoes  from  Montana  are  being  used  to  a  greater 
extent.    Some  certified  seed  produced  in  the  Puget  Sound  country  is  being 
tried  for  the  first  time  by  Yakima  Valley  growers,,  and  Ellensburg  seed-pota- 
to growers  are  the  source  of  a  limited  quantity  for  use  in  the  lower  Valley. 
The  impending  shortage  of  irrigation  water  for  eastern  Washington  may  cur- 
tail plantings,  for,  in  the  proposed  scheme  to  meet  the  situation,  many 
crops  other  than  potatoes  will  have  precedence  in  the  prorated  delivery  of 
wat  er . 

"The  first  crate  of  asparagus  was  shipped  from  Kennewick  on  Thursday, 
March  26.    This  is  about  10  days  later  than  the  opening  of  the  1530  season. 
However,  nights  have  been  very  cool  practically  all  week  raid  an  active  zme*> 
ment  cannot  be  expected  before  April  1.    A  few  warm  days  will  bring  this 
crop  along  very  rapidly. 

"Some  interesting  developments  have  occurred  in  the  canning  industry 
recently.     Increased  quantities  of  this  crop  are  being  used  for  canning  as 
green  asparagus,  and,  from  a  survey  of  the  past  three  years,   it  is  evident 
in  the  minds  of  the  promoters  that  green  canned  asparagus  is  due  to  become 
increasingly  popular.    The  Canadian  trade  has  taken  a  decided  liking  to 
this  pack,  with  large  operators  in  both  Vancouver,  B.C.,  and  Hamilton,  Out., 
contracting  for  heavy  supplies."  / 
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lUb .    SPECIAL  REQUESTS  NUMEROUS  IN  NEW  YOEK  CITY 

S.  R.  Biddle,  of  the  New  York  office,  hr.s  kept  a  record  of  special 
■.v/r  it  ten  requests  for  copies'  of  his  daily  market  reports  and  other  nineo  graph- 
ed reports  during  a  period  of  12  months.    The  results  are  shown  in  the 
tabulation  below.    Requests  by  telephone  are  not  included. 

The  figures  represent  the  number  of  requests  and  are  no  indication 
of  the  number  of  individual  reports  sent  out.     The  requests  were  for  bulle- 
tins or  market  reports  for  some  particular  date  or  dates,  such  as  would  be 
used  in  freight-claim  cases  or  in  research  work.    Sometimes  the  requests 
included  bulletins  or  reports  for  an  entire  week  or  possibly  a  month,  and 
in  extreme  cases  a  period  of  six  months  was  represented. 

SULfMARY  0?  SPECIAL  REQUESTS  FOR  HEW  YORK  CITY  MARKET  REPORTS 
Oct.  23,  1929-Oct.  22,  1930 


NUMBER  OP  REQUESTS  BY  MONTHS  (Total  202); 

October......  28!      March  19    December.....  lS  May  , 

April  23      July  IS    June   l6  September, 

November..,.  21      August  17    January   13  February.. 


NUMBER  OP  REQUESTS  BY  STATES  (Total  States  and  Foreign  Districts  23) : 


13 

12 

6 


New  York 

.  120 

•3 

2 

Mississippi . . . 

1 

2l| 
S 

X)  *  C  •  •••••>••■ 

Pennsylvania. . 

3 
3 

2 

1 

Illinois. . . , 

Connecticut .... 

1 

ill 

S 

Ma  s  s  a  chus  e  1 1  s . 

2 

1 

California. , 

.  7 

New  %  Jersey, . . 

2 

Maryland  

1 

Porto  Rico .... 

2 

Colorado 

,  6 

N.  Carolina... 

2 

1 

Canada  

1 

COMMODITY  NAMES  (31)  AND  NUMBER  OP  TILES  INCLUDED  IN  REQUESTS  (Total  220); 

Onions.'  21    Potatoes   7    Broccoli   2    Artichokes   1 

Cantaloupes...  IS    Apples   6    Celery   2    Chicory   1 

Honey  Dews...    h    Carrots   5    Eggplant......     2    Cucumbers   1 

Honey  Balis..     2    Corn...   5    Parsley   2    Watermelons   1 

Lettuce  13    Beans  „.    U    Peppers..   2 

Spinach  11    Cabbage   k    Radishes   2    Miscellaneous...  32* 

Cauliflower...     9    Beets........    3    Shallots   2    Unloads   27# 

Tomatoes   S    Peaches   3'   Sweet  Potatoes    2    Shipments   U 

Peas.   7     Strawberries.     3    Anise   1    Crop  Reports....  3 

*  Includes  requests  in  which  no  commodity  was  mentioned. 

'if Includes  weekly,  monthly  and  annual  unload  reports  (annual  after  March  1 
only) 


FACTORS  REQUESTING  BULLETINS : 

Railroads..  79    Produce  Pirns..  55    ^Attorneys . . .  13    ^Miscellaneous . . ,  55 
* Includes  market  stations,  universities,  county  agents  and  newspapers, 

as  well  as  names  that  could  not  be  recognized  for  classification. 
TfAlso  includes  traffic'    service  agencies. 

YEARS  (7)  INCLUDED  IN  REQUESTS;  AND  NUMBER  OF  TIMES  EACH  YEAR  WAS  REPRESENTED; 
1929. ...121    1930. ..63    192S. ..19    1927. ..9    1926. ..3    1925. -.2  192U....1 
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15b.    FIRST  REPORT  OH  LOUIglAM  STRAWBERRIES 

H.  L.  Sutton  wrote  as  follows  from  Hammond,  La,,  on  March  31 

"The  "beginning  of  the  harvest  of  the  Louisiana  strawberry  crop  came 
about  a  week  later  than  previously  expected.    The  cool  weather  delayed  the 
maturity  of  the  berries.    At  this  time  (March  31)  most  berries  being  shipped 
are  showing  considerable  paleness,  with  not  a  full  degree  of  color  expected 
until  next  week.     The  first  car-lot  moved  March  2U;  it  was  sold  on  the 
Hammond  ruction  that  night  at  $W37ll  per  24-pint  crate    of  Klondikes.  Al- 
though the  offerings  were  light,  following  that  first  car,  the  buyers  were 
rather  reluctant  to  bid  on  the  cars  offered,  so  that  the  market  declined 
during  the  balance  of  the  week.- 

"Official  weather  reports  a  few  days  ago  caused  considerable  alarm 
among  the  growers  and  shippers  of  Louisiana  strawberries.    However,   the  low 
temperatures  that  were  predicted  for  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday  nights  did 
not  materialize.    A  light  frost  occurred  on  Saturday  night,  but  with  no 
damage  to  strawberries..    There  has  been  a  rather  plentiful  rainfall  since  my 
arrival  here.'  Rain  fell  during  Thursday  and  Friday  of  last  week,  and  it  rain- 
ed most  of  the  night,  Monday  the  30th. 

"All  reports  point 'toward  a  big  crop  of  berries  for  this  territory. 
The  plants  are  in  good,  healthy  condition,  and  the  quality  of  the  fru.it  is 
excellent.     It  is  to  be  expected  that  at  this  early  period  of  the  season  some 
immature  berries  will  be  shipped.     It  seems  that,  in  most  every  district, 
early-season  shipments  would  show  improvement,  if  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
fields  a  few  days  longer. 

.   .      "Unsatisfactory  weather  conditions  in  the  North  "are  curtailing  the 
consumption  of  berries.    In  the  West  'and  Middle  West,  storms  and  freezing 
temperatures  are  retarding  trade.     It  is  no  secret  that . the  first  few  cars 
•shipped  from  this  district  have  lost  money    for  the  shippers.    F.o.b.  prices 
are  averaging  considerably  under  tliose  'prevailing  at  the  s?me  time  last  sea- 
son. 

"The  competition  offered  by 'Florida' s  output  at ■ this  time  is  very  im- 
portant.   In  fact,  that  State  is  now  supplying  most  of  Louisiana's  markets. 
The  shipments  from  Florida  have  held  recently  around' 55  cars  daily,  and  have 
sold  at  shipping  points  around  %<£  per' pint,  whereas  the-  cars  sold  at  Hammond 
have  averaged  about  lUff  per  pint.     Shipments  will    not  become  important  from 
this  section  before  next  week,  a  heavy'  volume  being  reached  probably  during 
the  week  of  April  12,  with  the  peak  movement  expected  about  the  20th.  The 
outturn  from  Louisiana  this  season  to  date  has  totaled  only  31  cars." 

l6b.     SURPRISINGLY  HEAVY  MOVEMENT  OF  FLORIDA  BERRIES 

An  interesting  letter  on  Florida  strawberries,  celery  and  tomatoes 
is  published  below.     It  came  from  R.  M.  Peterson,  at  Plant  City,  under 
date  of  March  31 I-  . 

"The  Florida  strawberry  movement  has  been  a  series  of  surprises  this 
season,  with  record-breaking  days,  that  were  supposedly  peak    days,  supplant- 
ed by  heavier  shipments  - 

"At  the  beginning  of  the  season  it  was  estimated  that  the  movement 
would 'equal  that 'of  the  past  two  seasons,  but  a  long  period  of  very  unfavor- 
able weather  the  latter  part  of  February  and  the  early  part  of  March  reduced 
the  yield  greatly  and  weakened  the  plants  to  the  point  where  heavy  production 
seemed  practically  impossible.    The  past  few  weeks,  however,  have  been  almost 
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ideal  for  strawberries,  and  production  increased  by  leaps  and  "bounds.  The 
50-car  'movement  of  March  21  was  oonsidered  the  peak  day  of  the  season,  but 
last  Friday  and  Saturday  the  shipments  increased  to  57  ^n(i  58  cars,  with 
a  total  of  271  cars  for  the  week.    Yesterday  (Monday)  a  new  record  was  mr.de 
with  66  errs  out,  but  the  movement  will  probably  be  light  today  because 
it  rained  all  night  and  is  raining  hard  this  morning.     This  rain,  combined 
with  low  prices,  will  undoubtedly  result  in  light  loadings  the  balance  of 
the  season.    Most  buyers  feel  that  the  season  is  practically  over  here,  un- 
less the  Louisiana  movement  should  develop  slowly  enough  to  produce  a  strong 
market.     In  that  event,  we  may  see  a  fair  movement  from  this  section  for 
the  next  week  or  10  days. 

"Prices  at  shipping  point  dropped  last  week  from  11^^  per  pint  on 
Monday  to  %<fi  on  Thursday,  but  ruled  ste.ady  the  next  three  days,  in  spite 
of  the  general  weakness  of  terminal  markets.  Yesterday's  decline  to  6^  per 
X)int  was  not  unexpected;  in  fact,  even  lower  prices  were  anticipated.  This 
price  is  very  close  to  the  actual  cost  of  picking  and  packing  the  berries, 
so  any  further  weakness  would  probably  exclude  all  picking  except  that  done 
by  the  grower  and  his  family. 

"The  Starke-Lawtey  section  developed  a  little  faster  than  was  antici- 
pated and  shipped  a  few  cars  last  week  and  around  10  cars  yesterday.  The 
acreage  in  the  Starke-Lawtey  section  is  light  but  the  plants  are  reported 
to  be  in  good  condition,  and  moderate  movement  is  expected  this  week. 

"The  movement  of  celery  from  the  Manatee  section  continues  light, 
with  around  five  cars  daily.    Sarasota  will  start  cutting  the  spring  crop 
Thursday  but  will  not  have  over  five  cars  this  week.    'Loadings  will  increase 
slowly  until  the  middle  of  April,  when  15  to  20  cars  dally  are  expected. 

"A  few  ca.rs  of  tomatoes  will  move  from  the  Manatee  section  between 
April  25  and  May  1,  according  to  present  indications.     Shipments  arc  ex- 
pected to  increase  quite  rapidly  after  May  5»" 


B.  C.  BOKEE, 
Specialist  in  Market  Hews. 
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:Mail 

•First 

:  Probably 

Station 

:List 

In 

Charge 

;  Reports 

: Bui let in 

twill  close 

ROCHESTER!  IT.  Y.  ** 

S37  : 

A. 

L. 

Thomas 

•  pears* 

OCp  b  . 

7, 

i'Nov.  3* 

310  Triangle  Bldg. 

H. 

S. 

Duncan 

Appl e  s 

; Sept . 

3 

IMrv  29 

Onions 

[Sept. 

3 

■Apr.  15 

Carrots 

: Sept . 

3 

|May  1  ' 

CrihTi."  .o'p  * 

; Sept . 

3 

par.  28* 

Celerv* 

; Sept . 

3 

1  Jan.  10* 

Peaches* 

■  Sept . 

8 

i;0ct.  4* 

Grapes* 

^Sept.  23: Oct.  29* 

Po  f,r>  toes 

:0ct._ 

6 

{May  29 

PRESquH  ISIS,'  ME.,** 

842  j 

w. 

D. 

Hull- 

Potatoes 

: Sept. 

.111  Apr.  5O 

Hedrich  Block 

IDAHO  FALLS,   IDA. , 

L. 

C 

Tate 

Potatoes 

■Sept.  15: May  2 

230  Federal  Bldg. 

WIHTER  HAVEN,  FLA.,** 

920  : 

3? 

•J-  • 

Wi  1 1  son 

C  "i  ft  i*n  s 

1 

■  .Ti  i  "n  p  pi 

DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg. 

GRAIID  RAPIDS,  MICH.,** 

895  | 

R. 

E. 

Keller 

Axoples* 

j  Oct. 

24 

:Nov.  7* 

'4.12  P.O.  Bldg. 

Onions 

?k 

■  Ann-     1 0 

V. 

Potatoes 

:  Oct. 

24 

15 

MIAMI,  ELA. ,  ** 

537  i 

H. 

Nicholson 

Beans 

.  Nov . 

17 

;Apr.  Id 

Realty  Bldg. 

x  eppers 

'  T)pr» 

1  Q 

■  M^v  1 

'  Tonatoes 

16 

•M-y  1 

PLAIT  CITY,  FLA.,** 

S50  : 

\s  j  ^ 

R. 

M. 

Peterson 

;  "sthr".  "" 

;  J  an . 

5" 

:Apr.  9 

Hotel  Plant 

Vess. 

j  Jan . 

5 

:Apr.  9 

BR0VJ1TS VILLE ,  TEXAS ,** 

931  : 

c. 

D. 

Schoolcraft 

Cabbage 

Jan. 

Chanb er  of  C onne r c e 

Spinach* 

Jan. 

P\ 

■Mm-  7* 

Beets 

Jan. 

5 

•May  15 

Carro  ts 

Jan . 

6 

■May  15 

!  Beans 

Mar. 

20 

:May  15 

[  Potatoes 

Mar  . 

30 

:May  15 

Onions 

Apr. 

6 

■Apr.  30 

Tonatoes 

Apr. 

27 
2H' 

■May  23 

S AFFORD,  ELA.,**  j 

910  j 

J. 

B. 

Owens 

Celery 

'Jan." 

';A"pr."25  "" 

City  Hall  Bldg.  j 

PHOEUIX    ARIZ.  **  : 

SI1!  " 

A 

• 

E. 

Prugh 

Lettuce 

Mar. 

16 

:Apr.  18 

602  Security  Bldg.  j 

HAMKOHD,  LA.,  ; 

802 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

Stbr. 

Mar. 

26 

ilfey  15 

P.O.  Bldg.  : 

6 

1  May  23 

LA1GDO,  TEXAS**  j 

801  ' 

f. 

B. 

Googe 

Onions 

Apr. 

HASTINGS,  ELA.**  j 

851  i 

B. 

E. 

Surry 

1  Potatoes  : 

,  Apr . 

7 

iMay  20 

The  following  stations  probably  open  on 

dates  indicated: 

CRYSTAL  CITY,  TEXAS** ;S57 

R. 

&. 

Risser 

Onions 

Apr. 

13 

iMay  23 

BRADEHTOF,  ELA.**  i 

850  : 

R. 

M. 

Peterson 

Vogs.  ; 

Apr. 

13 

•May  29 

**  State  cooperating  *  Reports  discontinued 

R.  G.  Risser  in  Chicago  W.  E.  Cox  in  San  Francisco 

1 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


1  c .    MA;..ES  [FOR  FIELD  ROTS  OF  NORTHWESTERN  APPLES 

Attached  to  this  D.L.  is  a  sheet  entitled:  "Names  for  Field  Rots  of 
Northwestern  Apples."    This  article  was  prepared  by  Dr.  L.  F.  Butler,  of 
B.P.I.,  several  years  ago.    A  fe\7  copies  which  were  on  hand  in  the  Washing- 
ton office  were  distributed  with  the  D.L.  for  January  30,  1931»  "to-t  the 
article  is  now  reprinted  and  distributed  to  everybody,  because-  of  its  im- 
portance to  all  inspectors.    The  sheet  should  be  detached  and  be  filed  with 
other  apple  material  in  the  Handbook. 

2c.    LUMBERS  FOR  INSPECTION  OFFICES 

Par.  llU,  Part  1,  of  the  Receiving-Point  Inspection  Handbook  gives 
instructions  as  to  the  narking  of  cars,  which  have  been  inspected  in  ter- 
minal markets.    A  list  of  cities  is  given,  with  the  number  which  applies 
to  each  of  the  respective  markets.    Below  is  a  supplementary  list  of  mar- 
kets, at  which  inspection  offices  have  since  been  opened,  and  the  numbers 
assigned  to  these  several  offices."  This  supplementary  list  includes  the 
new  offices  of  the  Inspection  Service,   opened  this  month.     It  would  be  well 
to  write-in  these  names  and  numbers,  below  or  as  a  part  of  Par.  llH:~ 

U5  Providence  US  Dallas  51  Birmingham 

Seattle  H9  Tulsa  Louisville  had  previously 

]4J  Rochester  50  Des  Moines  been  assigned  No.  26. 


3c     INSPECTIONS  IN  FLORIDA  DURING-  FIRST  HALF  OF  LARCH 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  a  report  from  0.  G.  Strauss,  Super- 
vising Inspector  for  Florida:- 

FRUITS 

Grapefruit  Orange s  Tangerines  Mixed  Total 

L li,  iiispoctioiid  Mar.i-x5:           l6  25  -  6  h~J 

11             «            to  Feb.  28:      U57  577  UP         331  1^05 

"             "      through  liar. 15:      1+73  602  UO         337  IH52 

VEGETABLES 

Cab-  Car-  Cel-  Pep-  Pot a-  Toma- 

Beets  bage  rots  ery_  Cukes  Letc.  pers  toes  Stbr .  toes  Hxd .  Total 
Mar.  1-15:  '     -       6        1    599     -         1         -       -    "   23        2     U  636 

to  Feb.  2S:  1_  _2_    _1  lk02  _JL_5.     _2l        6l        1   55    _JI  _2_5  1632 

thru  Miar.15:    1        g        g  2001    15        22       6l        1        S2     kO    29  226S 

Total  fruit  and  vegetable  inspections  Mar.  1-15 6S3 

Season  totr.ls  through  March  15? 
Yorr 1931       1930        1929       192S  1927 
Cars:-         3720       2dS2         3170       2256  H242 
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kc.    NOTICE  TO  INSPECTION  OPPICES     -  - 

We  are  in  receipt  of  advice  that  Ambrose  A.  La.wler,  owner  of  the 
Texas  Distributing  Company  of  Dallas,  Texas,   is  now  deceased;  Unpaid 
bills  against  the  Texas  Distributing  Company  should  be  forwarded  to  the 
Washington  office  for  collection. 


The  next  four  items  have  been  taken 'from  California  "Inspectors' 
ITotes,"  issued  at  Sacramento  on  March  27:- 

5c.     SAN  DIEGO  CELERY  PRACTICALLY  PIN  I  SHED 

Only  an  occasional  car  of  celery  has  been  certified  in  the  San  Diego 
district  the  past  week.    Cauliflower  will  start  moving  from  that  section 
about  April  1,  with  present  indications-  that  the  quality  will  not  be  very 
good. 

6  c .    WATSONVILLE  LETTUCE  STARTING 

The  first  car  of  lettuce  was  certified  in  the  Watsonville  district 
this  week,  and  graded  U.S.  No.  1.    A  few  cars  will  move  next  week,  with  the 
probability_  that  the  following  week  a  considerable  amount  will  move. 

7c    PHOENIX  LETTUCE  OP  GOOD  QUALITY 

In  a  letter  from  Ed  Such,  he  stated  that  they  inspected  110  cars  of 
lettuce  in  Arizona  on  the  25th  of  March  and  would  have  more  the  following 
day.    The  quality  is  about  the  best  he  has  seen  in  the  valley.    The  weather 
has  been  ideal  for  lettuce  and  he  anticipates  10  days  of  heavy  shipments. 

Sc.    PEAS  MOVING  IN  SAI'T  J 0 SE-PIAYWARD  DISTRICT 

Pea  shipments  are  well  under  way  in  the  San  Jose-Hayward  section, 
and  during  next  week  they  should  be  going  in  full  swing.    A  further  increase 
in  the'.;  inspection  personnel  is  expected  next  week. 


9c.  "  ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  UTAH  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS 

L.  S.  Penn,  of  the  Salt  Lake  City  office,  has  recently  published  a 
20-page  mimeographed  report,   covering  the  record  of  inspections  at  shipping 
points  in  Utah  during  1930.    Practically  J,, 000  cars  were  inspected,  com- 
pared with  1,632  cars  in  1323.    Total  inspections  were  S3fc  of  the  total 
fruit  and  vegetable  shipments  from  Utah  points  last  year,    ii-bout  20  pro- 
ducts were  inspected,  potatoes  leading  with  &~[0  cars,  and  apples  totaling 
about  76O.    Complete  statistical  tables  are  given  for.  each  product.  The 
inspection  of  cannery  tomatoes  was  handled  for  the  first  time  last  season. 
About1  5S0  tons  of  tomatoes'  were  thus  inspected.    This  work  would  have  been 
heavier,  had  not  a  great  part  of  the  crop  been  destroyed  by  blight.  Other 
inspectors  who  are  interested  in  Mr.  Penn' s  report  of  the  inspection  work 
in  Utah  probably  can  obtadn  copies  from  Salt  Lrlce  City.. 
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TEMPORARY  HEAT^UARTERS  OF  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 


State 


Supervisor 


Products 


:  Appr  0  x  ima  t  e  do,  t  e  0 : 


FLORIDA : 

0..  G.  Strauss, 

P.O.  Box  1SS,  : 
la/iao ,  i!±a.  ; 

Citrus  ■ 

Aug. 

27 

'  May  1 

MAINS : 

G.  R.  Warren,  1 
Caribou,  Maine  ; 

Potatoes 

Sept 

.  1 

Apr.  15 

LOUISIANA: 

H.  S.  Mcles,  ; 
University  Station,  ■ 
Baton  Rouge,  L?„.  ■ 

Vegetables 
Strawberries 
Potatoes 
Beans 

Nov. 
Ivlar . 
Apr . 
Apr  c 

5 

25 
25 

25 

June  15 
May  15 
June  15 
June  1 5 

TEXAS : 

H.  T.  Longino,  ; 
Room  5,  Madison  Hotel, 
Harlingen,  Texas 

Vegetables 

Nov. 

20 

May  15 

ARIZONA: 

R.  H.  Bertelson, 
BBB  Bldg., 

Nogales,  Arizona 

Mexican 
tomatoes 

Dec. 

1  : 

May  1 

E.  L.  Ruch, 

615  Security  Bldg., 
Phoenix,  Arizona 

Lettu.ce 

;  Mar. 

10  : 

Apr.  20 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason, 

k02  Ochoa  Bldg., 
;           San  Juan,  P.R. 

C  i  trus 

■  Apr. 

1  : 
1 

Nov.  1 

REPORTS  regarding  Ohio  shipping-point  inspections  can  be  obtained 
by  addressing  M.  W.  Baker,  at  our  Columbus  office. 

Indiana  and  Michigan  shipping-point  inspection  reports  can  be 
had  from  the  Federal-State  Inspection  Service, 
Court  House,  Warsaw,  Indiana. 

Re-ports  regarding  shipping-point  inspections  of  Tennessee  sweet- 
potatoes  can  be  obtained  from  Nelson  B.  Rue, 
Division  of  Markets,  Nashville. 

Reports  on  vegetables  from  Winter  Garden  district  of  Texrs  can  be 
had  through  the  San  Antonio  office. 


1 Oc .    ENCLOSURES  FOR  INSPECTORS 

With  this  D.L.,  each  inspector  will  receive  copies  of  the  following:- 
.   "Texas  Standards  for  Fruits  and  Vegetables  and  Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Containers,  1931  Revision,"  -  a  booklet  of  110  pages.  ■ 

Dept.  of  Agriculture  Circular  No.  S,   entitled;     "National  Standards 
for  Farm  Products,"  -  a  bulletin  of  52  pages. 

This  literature  has  been  provided  through  Mr.  Pai 1 thorp' s  project  in 
Standardization  and  Research. 

R.  C.  BUTNER,  Supervisor  of  Inspection. 
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OFFICE  ITCHES; 

Formal  announcement  has  now  been  received  of  the  marriage  on 
March  2S  of  J,  ^,  Marks,  at  Wilkihsburg,  near  Pittsburgh,  Pa.    The  nane 
of  the  "bride  was  Miss  Dorothy  Margaret  Bepler.  •  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marks  are 
spending  this  week  at  Springdale,  Ark.,  and  early  next  week  will  proceed  to 
Alabama,  where  Mr.  Marks  will  supervise  the  inspections  of  strawberries  and 
other  products,  beginning  about  April  S.    He  will  stop  at  Montgomery  to  con- 
fer with  officials  of  the  State  Division  of  Markets,  and  wires  can  be  ad- 
dressed to  bin  at  Montgomery  until  notice  is  received  of  his  field  headquar- 
ters in  Alabama. 

L.  E.  ITewcomer,  of  West  Virginia,  has  been  appointed  as  a  Junior 
Marketing  Specialist  and  reported  for  duty  in  the  Atlanta  office  of  the 
Market  Hews  Service  on  April  1.    He  received  his  B.S.  degree  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland  in  I926,  and  has  since  been  employed  at  various  times 
as  a  licensed  inspector  of  fruits  and  \regetables  in  the  southeastern  States, 

Ralph  E.  Winfrey,  of  Arkansas,  has  also  been  appointed  as  a  Junior 
Marketing  Specialist,  and  will  report  for  training  in  market  news  work  at 
the  Chicago  office  on  -^pril  13,    He  is  a  graduate  of  the  'University  of  Arkan- 
sas at  Payetteville.    He  has  had  several  year^'   experience  in  f .arming,  and 
during  .1927,  192S  and  1929  served  as  a  licensed  inspector  with  the  Federal- 
State  inspection  service  at  points  in  Oklahoma,  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 

Favorable  weather  has  developed  the  Hastings,  Fla.,  potato  crop 
earlier  than  expected  and  our  field  station  at  that  point  will  be  opened  on 
next  Tuesday,  April  7,  instead  of  on  the  13th,  as  originally  scheduled, 
B.  E.  Surry  is  en  route  to  Florida,  and  will  stop  at  Jacksonville  to  confer 
with  State  officials,  before  proceeding-  to  Hastings  to  issue  the  market  re- 
ports on  potatoes. 

The  Chicago  inspection  office  was  very  busy  last  Tuesday,  when  70  cars 
of  potatoes  had  to  be  inspected,  which  were  sold  through  the  Chicago  Mercan- 
tile Exchange  as  "futures"  for  March  delivery.     It  was  necessary  to  bring 
to  Chicago 'for  that  day  W.  E.  Phillips,  of  the  Toledo  office,  and  J.  E. 
Dickerson,  of  the  Indianapolis  office,  to  assist  with  this  special  work, 

W.  D,  G-ooge  has  gone  from  Port  Worth  to  Brownsville,  Texas,  and  from 
there  will  proceed  to  Loredo,  where  he  will  open  the  field  station  on  onions 
next  Monday. 

A.  E.  Mercker,  Secretary  of  the  Interstate  Early  Potato  Committee, 
expects  to  be  at  Washington,     H.C.,  next  Monday  to  discuss  the  1931  potato 
situation  with  growers  and  shippers  of  ITorth  Carolina  potatoes.    He  will 
proceed  by  Tuesday  to  Hastings,  Pla.,  where  he  will  remain  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  Florida,  shipping  season.    Mail  for  Mr.  Mercker  can  be  sent  in 
care  of  B.  E.  Surry,  of  the  market ■ news  office  at  Hastings, 

P-.  M.  Peterson  expects  to  issue  the  last  market  report  at  Plant  City 
next  Thursday  and  move  the  field  stationto    Bradenton,  Florida,  where  the 
service  on  vegetables  will  be  continued  for  the  benefit  of  West  Coast  sec- 
tions , 


1IAL£3S  FOR  FIELD  ROTS  OF    HORTHIESTERH  APPLES 


'oy  L. 


Butler 


EXPLAIN  OR  Y: 

The  first  field  rot  of  northwestern  apples  encountered  by  the  in- 
spection service  was  Anthracnose.     Later  p  rot  having  quite  similar  charac- 
teristics was  designated  as  frlse  anthracnose.    Still  later  a  third  rot 
hrving  the  same  general  characteristics  as  the  other  two  was  reported  and 
named  Bull's  Eye  Rot,   and  recently  a  fourth  rot  having  the  same  general 
symptoms  has  been  found  and  crlled  Hypochnus  Rot. 

Anthracnose  Rot  and  Bull's  Eye  Rot  are  caused  by  two  closely  re- 
lated fungi  and  are  practically  indistinguishable  except  by  laboratory 
study.    Both  originate  in  the  orchard,  are  affected  similarly  by  tempera- 
ture, and  thus  are  of  importance  in  practically  the  same  way  in  claim  con- 
troversies.    Inasmuch  as  there  is  no  apparent  need  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  inspection  service  for  treating  the  two  rots  separately,  they  may  be 
considered  as  one  and  included  under  the  name  Bull's  Eye  Rot.    This  name 
has  been  selected  because  the  rot  to  which  it  has  been  formerly  exclusively 
applied  is  more  generally  prevalent  in  the  ITorthwest  than  Anthracnose. 

Recent  studies,  as  yet  unpublished,  justify  the  inclusion  of  False 
Anthracnose  and  Eypochnus  Rot  "under  one  name.    The  name  Fish  Eye  Rot  is 
selected  because  it  is  used  to  designate  Hypochnus  Rot  by  members  of  the 
trade  in  eastern  markets. 


FUTURE  POLICY: 

Two  names  only  will  be  applied  to  field  rots  of  northwestern  apples. 
The  following  characteristics  are  given  to  assist  in  diagnosis: 


BULL'S  EYE  ROT. 
Confined  to  the  ITorthwest. 

Skin  over  lesion  with  a  tan  to 
greenish  center  and  usually  a 
dark  border. 


FISE  EYE  ROT. 
Occurs  on  eastern  as  well  as  western 
apples. 

Skin  over  lesion  with  a  tan  to  dark 
brown  center  and  a  dark  border. 


Decayed  flesh  brown  and  mealy; 
approximately  as  moist  as 
normal  tissue. 


Decayed  flesh  brown  and  spongy  or 
stringy;     appreciably  less  moist 
than  normal  tissue. 


Lesions  not  appreciably  nor 
sharply  depressed. 


Lesions  commonly  appreciably 
and  sharply  depressed. 


Superficial  growth  of  fungus, 
when  present,  very  scant  and 
tufted. 


Superficial  growth  of  fungus^when 
present,  usually  spreading  and 
forming  a  delicate,  white,  cobwebby 
mat. 


Hot  found  following  scab. 


Sometimes  found  following  scab. 


This  discussion  applies  only  to  apples  from  Washington,  Oregon, 
and  Idaho.    All  specimens  found  on  the  markets  showing  the  general  symptoms 
that  cannot  be  identified  by  the  above  characteristics  should  be  mailed 
to  the  pathologists  for  diagnosis. 


( 
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la.    AIT  IMPORTANT  WORD  OF  CAUTION  TO  ALL  EMPLOYEES 

Following  is  the  substance  of  a  recent 'memorandum  addressed  to  all 
division  leaders  of  the  Bureau  by  Mr.  Olsen,  Chief  of  Bureau:- 

."Recently  there  cane  to  the  attention  of  the  Bureau  a  statement  made 
by  a  licensed  inspector,  which  praised  the  equipment  used  by  a  particular 
firn  and  commended  the  quality  of  the  products  sold  by  that  concern.  The 
statement  of  the  Inspector  was  used  in  connection  with  a  newspaper  adver- 
tising campaign,  being  carried  on  by  the  comany  in  question. 

"Obviously  such  statements  are  improper.    Representatives  of  the 
Bureau,  regardless  of  the  capacity  in  which  they  serve,  must  at  all  times 
take  an  impartial  attitude  toward- users  of  our  services.    The  value  of  our 
inspection  and  grading  work  depends  largely  upon  its  impartial  and  disin- 
terested character.    Therefore  no  statement  or  interview  which  might  be  con- 
strued as  an  endorsement  of  any  particular  firm,  especially  when  it  is 
known  that  the  statement  is  desired  for  public  use,  should  be  given  without 
specific  approval  from  Washington." 

Field  representatives  should  give  proper  instruction  regarding  this 
matter  to  all  employees,  including  licensed  inspectors  working  under  their 
supervision. 

WELLS  A.  SHERMAN 

2a.    MOVEMENT  OF  FLORIDA  CITRUS  EXPECTED  TO  BREAK  ALL  RECORDS 

H.  F.  Willson  sent  the  following  interesting  report  from  Winter 
Haven  on  April  7:~ 

"Florida  citrus  is  well  on  its  way  to  a  70,000-car  crop  for  the 
present  season,  and  many  are  of  the  opinion  that  It  will  exceed  this  figure 
if  market  conditions  are  favorable.    Figuring  on  a  basis  of  3^0  boxes  to 
the  car  this  means  25,200,000  boxes,  and  the  prevailing  practice  is  heavier 
loading  than  360  boxes.    The  present  season's  shipments  will  undoubtedly 
break  all  previous  records  by  at  least  7,000  cars  and  possibly  by  10,000 
cars.     In  192S-29  over  63,000  cars  of  Florida  citrus  were  shipped  and  this 
figure  was  a  decided  increo.se  over  the  previous  record  movement  of  56,653 
cars  in  1923-2^. 

"When  the  added  volume  of  truck  shipments  this  season  over  that  of 
previous  years  is  taken  into  consideration,  the  1930-31  season  record  is 
more  impressive.    Although  there  are  no  accurate  figures  on  'truck  movement 
available,  one  commercial  estimate,  based  on  a  check  at  the  leading  trunk 
highways  for  a  very  brief  period,  placed  this  movement  for  the  season  at 
1,68'0,000  boxes  or  the  equivalent  of  over  U,500  cars.    This  would  be  in  ex- 
cess of  the  70,000  cars  mentioned  above." 


(Page  229) 
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MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


lb.    ABOUT  265  CARS  OF  ARIZONA  LETTUCE  SHIPPED  IN  SAY 

A.  E.  Prugh  wrote  as  follows  from  Phoenix,- Arizona,  on  April  3:~ 
"The  shipping  peak  for  Arizona  lettuce  came  on  March  25,  after  a 
maximum  temperature  of  around  90°  had  prevailed  for  four    days.    On  that 
day,  2U0  cars  were  shipped  from  the  Phoenix  district,  including  Buckeye  and 
Eloy,  and  26  from  the  Yuma  section,  or  a  total  of  266  cars.    The  maximum 
temperature  dropped  to  77°  on  the  25th  after  light  showers  and  cool  weather 
Drought  on  for  several  days  the  "best  quality  that  ever  moved  from  Salt  River 
Valley.    Of  the  111  cars  inspected  in  the  Phoenix  district  on  March  26, 
about  6  8  graded  U.S.  Ho.  1  and  33  cars  85$  U.S.  No.  1  grade. - 

"Yuma,  quality  was  generally  good  this  spring,  and  sold  at  a  consider- 
able premium  ^the  first  ten  days  over  shipments  from  the  Phoenix  district. 
This  deal  has  also  been  seriously  affected  by  the  last  thousand  cars  of 
mostly  ordinary  quality  from  Imperial  Valley,  some  of  which  is  still  selling 
at  low  prices  on  the  eastern  markets. 

"Shipments  will  be  heavy  to  small  sizes  after  this  week.    The  market 
is  expected  to  advance  to  §2.25  by  April  6,  as  shipments  should  drop  sharply 
next  week  and  may  not  average  125  Per  day«    Tilis  deal  started  early  and  is 
expected  to  end  early.    Arizona  shipments  from  March  1  to  April  2  have  total- 
ed 2, 31k  cars.    Movement  to  the  same  date  in  1930  was  2,HS8  and  two  years 
ago  533  cars.    Total  spring  movement  was  cars  in  1330  and  U,3Hl  in  1°25 

"Reports  from  Salinas,  Calif.,   indicate  that  very  few  cars  will  move 
from  there  until  after  April  20."  -  (Editor's  note:-  The  cash-track  price 
did  not  advance  beyond  $2  the  early  part  of  this  week." 

2b.    EL  OR  IDA  CELERY  SEASON  BEGINNING  TO  TOE 

J.  B.  Owens  wrote  as  follows  from  Sanford,  Florida,  in  a  letter  of 
April  6:-' 

"The  end  of  the  Florida  celery  season,  so  far  as  the  Sanford-Oviedo 
district  is  concerned,  is  plainly  in  view.    Seed-stalks  have  developed,  in 
practically  every  field,  and  it  is  now  only  a  question  of  being  able  to 
harvest  as  much  of  the  crop  as  possible  before  these  stalks  have  developed 
too  far  for  the  stock  to  be  marketable.    Evidence  of  the  efforts  being  made 
to  move  the  crop  as  quickly  as  possible  is  shown  by  the  shipments  for  last 
week,  when  this  district  alone  shipped'  700  cars.    Had  it  not  rained  on 
Tuesday  (March  31),  the  total  might  easily  have  been  800  cars.    The  movement 
for  this  current  week  will  probably  toe  heavier  than  that  of  the  past  week, 
if  there  are  no  interruptions  from  bad  weather.    After  this  week,  there  will 
be  a  decided  decrease  in  shipments,  with  the  season  coming  to  a  close  about 
the  first  of  May. 

"The  stock  being  shipped  now  is  mostly  fair  quality,  with  very  few 
cars  being  able  to  pass  the  U.S.  Ho.  1  grade,  and  in  the  next  few  days  there 
will  be  very  little  stock  going  out  under  the  first  labels. 

"Demand  has  fallen  off  considerably  and,  while  the  shippers  are  main- 
taining the  same  prices,  the  situation  is  somewhat  unsettled.    Until  the^ 
past  few  days,  around  90$  of  the  shipments  had  been  direct  sales  from  ship- 
ping  point." 

3b.  STRAWBERRY  PRODUCTION  in  seven  second-early  States  may  be  55,288,000 
quarts,  or  just  about  the  same  as  last  year. 
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1+b.    FIVE  MILLION  BOXES  OF  APPLES  EXPORTED .  THROUGH  SEATTLE 

An  interesting  letter  of  April  3  from- T.  R.  Hall,  of  the  Seattle 
office,   is  published  below:- 

"Activity  in  the  Yakima  Valley -market  for  old  potatoes  has  continued 
almost  without  abatement  throughout  the  week.  ■  Thei  loading  of  the  box.  of 
apples,  marking  the  forwarding  of  an  impressive  total  of  5,000,000  boxes  of 
our  I93O  crop  to  pass  through  the  Port  of  Seattle  to  the  export  markets  of 
the  world,  has  been  attended  by  appropriate  ceremonies.    And  clearing  skies 
have  come  at  a  most  opportune  time  to  do  their  part  toward  reminding  people 
of  the  approaching  Easter;  dealers  and  gardeners  are  well  stocked  with  the 
symbolic  Easter  lily  and  various  cut  flowers  for  the  occasion,  while  the 
markets  are  featuring  early  vegetables,  fresh  strawberries  and  other  delica- 
cies.   With  products  ranging  from -the  corxion-place  potato  to  the  symbolic 
Easter  lily,  market  features  of  the  past  week  are  of  interest  to  people  of 
diverse  inclinations' and  tastes.  „..'  .' 

"The  shipping-point  market  for  potatoes  has  been  relatively  firm. 
Trade  estimates  place  the  holdings  yet  remaining  in  the  Yakima.  Valley  at 
1,000  to  1,200  cars,   including  all  grades.    Well-graded  U.S.  Ho.  1  stocks 
are  undoubtedly  scarce,  and  the  Washington  Combination  gre.de  is  the  one  of 
most  interest.  '  The  commercial  grades  and  U.Si..  Ho.  2  are  meeting  a  fair 
demand  from  nearby  markets.     The  movement  of  U.S.  No.  1  and  Washington 
Combination  grades  is  toward  the  east  and  into  California,  and  the  ruling 
price  for  U.S.  Ho.  1  potatoes  is  around  $22,   some  bright  well-sorted  stock 
commanding  $2U,  while  Washington  Combinations  range  from  $18"  to  $20  sacked 
per  ton,  crsh  to  grower.    The  other  grades  are  proportionately  lower.' 

"The  unprecedented  total  of  5,000,000  boxes  of  northwestern  apples 
has  moved  to  the  export  markets  of  the  world  through  Port  Seattle  since  last 
August.    The  box  marking  this  volume  was  forwarded  to  Hamburg,  Germany,  for 
to  that  port  goes  the  honor  of  receiving  the  largest  number  of  boxes   'of  the 
I93O  crop  which  were  loaded  aboard  ship  at  the  Seattle  water  terminal.  Var- 
ious State  and  city  civic  bodies  were  represented  in  the  ceremony  which  took 
place  in  Seattle  on  April. 2,  and  the  box, _ together  with  the  mementos,  that 
go  with  it,  will  be  auctioned  upon  arrival  at  its  destination  in  Germany, 

"Substantiating  the  position  held  by  the  Puget  Sound  country  in  the 
bulb  industry,  a  significant  feature  of  the  past  week  has  been  the  forward- 
ing by  one  concern  of  a  shipment  consisting  of  1,000  pots  of  Easter  lilies 
to  Alaska,  and  from  15,000  to  20,000  cut  daffodils  by  another  organization 
into  the  Dakotas,  Montana,  and  Canadian  markets  for  the  Easter  trade.  Quan- 
tities of-  these  flowers  are  being  offered  this  Good  Friday  by  street  vendors, 
produce  merchants  and  florists;  so  Seattle  homes,  churches  and  other  public 
places  will  undoubtedly  be  well  decorated  during  the  approaching  religious 
holiday." 

5b.    HIGHER- PRICES  EXPECTED  FOR-  MAIHE  POTATOES 

The  following  letter  was  received  under  date  of  April  6  from  W.  D. 
Hull,  at  Presque  Isle;- 

"During  the  past  week,  the  Maine  potato  market  suffered  an  anti-cli- 
max, brought  on  by  the  heavy  buying  of  the  preceding  week.     Outside  demand 
was  very  slow  throughout  the  entire  week,  but  the  depth  of  the  depression 
occurred  on  Wednesday,  when, even  the  largest  operators  reported  little  or 
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no  business  transacted  during  the  day.    Practically  all  the  shippers  were 
firm  in  their  demand-  for  a  price  which  would  net  then  $1.60  f.o.b.  per  cwt.' 
sacked.    Undoubtedly  they  could  have  made  more  sales,   if  they  had  been  will- 
ing to  shade  the  price  5$£~10^  per  sack,  but  nearly  all  of  them  had  bought 
rather  freely  of  $2.35~$2.50  potatoes  (in  150-pound  sacks)  and  were  not  very 
keen  about  letting  then  go  at  prices  which  would  not  assure  then  of  at  least 
an  even  break  on  their  investnent. 

"A  very  strong  feeling  prevailed  anong  the  growers  and  they  were  in- 
sistent in  their  demands  for  $2.50  per  barrel' during  the  fore  part  of  the 
week.     Shippers  were  unwilling  to  purchase  at  that  price,  in  view  of  an  un- 
steady and  declining  market,  so  that  there  was  very  little  activity  on  the 
street  until  the  last  of  the  week.    By  Pridoy  the  condition  of  the  roads  had 
inproved,  which  made  it  possible  for  the  growers  to  haul  in  a  few-  potatoes, 
that  sold  for  $2.25-$2.35,  with  an  occasional  load  bringing  as  high  as  $2.50. 
Receipts  &t  all  warehouses  were  unusually  light,  especially  in  the  northern 
port  of  the  country  where  there  wos  more  snow  in  the  roads.    Some  growers 
sold  snail  lots  of  potatoes  that  they  had  stored  in  shippers1  warehouses 
at  loading- points,  but  even  the  stock  obtained  in  this  way  did  not  conpare 
favorably  with  the  receipts  under  normal  conditions. 

"On  Friday  and  Saturday  there  was  a  very  slight  .improvement  in  wire- 
inquiry  and  demand,  which  put  the  shippers  in  a  more  optimistic  frame  of 
mind,  with  the  result  that  the  street  price  was  generally  $2.50  all  day 
Saturday.    However,  there  was  no  material  increase  in  warehouse  receipts. 
All  the  shippers  expect  increased  buying  activity  during  the  coming  week,  es- 
pecially when  the  Hebrew  holidays  are  over.    How  that  the  market  has  reached 
$2.50  again,   some  of  the  growers  with  only  a  little  stock  on  hand  are  talk- 
ing about  $3  potatoes  and  seem  to  believe  that  they  will  get  it  before  the 
season  is  over. 

"The  market  for  certified  Green  Mountains  has  been  draggy  during  the 
past  two  weeks.    Demand  has  come  mostly  from  Eew  York,  Pennsylvania  and 
southern  New  England  points.    Prices  are  aboiit  unchanged,  being  rround  $2.75- 
$3  for  11-peck  sacks,  f.o.b.  shipping  point." 

6b .    TEXAS  BERMUDA  OHIOl'TS  TO  MOVING-  TO  MARKET 

The  following  letter  of  April  5  cane  from  C.  D.  Schoolcraft,   in  charge 
of  the  Brownsville  office:-  ' 

"With  the  exception  of  snap  beans,  the  vegetable  market  in  the  lower 
Rio  Grande  Volley  has  been  very  draggy  during  the  po„st  week.    Bean  houlings 
have  been  light  and  for  the  greo.ter  part  of  the  time  hove   not  been  sufficient 
to  meet  the  demand. 

"About  15  straight  cars  of  onions  were  shipped  during  the  week.  Most 
of  these  were  rother  immature  and  would  grade  only  fair  commercials.  Quality 
is  expected  to  improve  during  the  coning  week,  with  most  shipments  making 
good  commercial  grade.    There  has  been  little  roin  to  damage  the  crop.  Price 
on  the  early  shipments  were  at  a  much  lower  level  than  for  the  some  period 
lo.st  year,  ond  the  general  opinion  here  is  that  these  prices  will  not  hold 
long. 

"The  cabbage  market  has  been  very  draggy,  with  prices  oround  $7~$8  Per 
ton,  carloads  f.o.b.  usual  terms.  '  Shipments  from  the  Valley  decreased  slighi 
ly  to  an  overage  of  around  75  co,rs  a  doy.    Best  information  leads  me  to  be-  | 
lieve  that,  with  0.  fair  market,  shipments  from  the  State  can  continue  at  a 
fairly  high  level  for  o/bout  three  weeks." 
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7b.    A  DISAPPOINTING  END  TO  TEE  MICE  I  GAIT  OFIOJ  SEASON  ■ 

R.  1.  Keller  wrote  as  follows  iron  Grand  Rapids  in  a  letter  dated 

April 

"Warn, -spring  weather  is' rapidly  terminating  Michigan rs  late  onion 
deal.    While  there  are  approximately  300  to  375  cars  of  onions  in  storage, 
it  appears  very  likely  that  only  a  portion  of  these  will  be  shipped.  To 
move  this  volume,  the  shipments  would  have  to  pick  up  to  25    or  3^  errs  a 
day  for  the  next  two  weeks,  and  still  there  would  he  a  few  scattering  cars 
left  for  late-April  markets.    Heavy  shrinkage,  due  to  sprouting  and  decay, 
will  eliminate  a  part  of  the  remaining  tonnage,  and  it  is  likely  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  foir-quality  and  fair- condition  stock  will  have  to  Toe  dumped. 
Onion  shipments  the  past  week  have  been  light;  yet  the  markets  have  rll 
showed  declines  in  price.     Shippers  offer  the  explanation  that  all  the  specu- 
lative feature    has  been  eliminated  from  the  deal  by  the  anticipation  of 
large  shipments  in  the  near  future  from  Texas;  so  purchases  now  are  largely 
for  immediate  consumption,  and  the  resulting  'hand-to-mouth1  buying  has  de- 
pressed the  clean-up  of  the  deal. 

"Shipment  of  seed  potatoes  was  quite  active  last  week.  Destination 
records  show  that  about  half  of  the  119  c<^rs  nioved  were-  seed  stock.     The  move- 
ment of  table  stock  was  very  light,  going  mostly  to  Michigan  points." 

gb .    RECENT  NEWS'  ON  IDAHO  POTATOES 

A  letter  of  April  y  from  L.  C.  Tate,  at  Idaho  Palls,  contains  the 
following  information:- 

"Idaho  potatoes  have  had  several  ups  and  downs  during  the  last  three 
weeks.    At  present  the  market  is  dull,  buyers  having  been  very  active  last 
week  and  owning  the  bulk  of  the  potatoes  that  have  been  loaded  during  the 
first  half  of  the  current  week.    Shipping-i>oint  trading  was  very  active  last 
?hur  sday,  and  loaded  cars  brought  an  average  of  $1.10  cash  track.    Since  the*, 
prices  have  lowered,  and  today's  sales  of  No. .1  Russets  brought  mostly  $1 
cash  track.    Only  a  few  buyers  were  in  the  market,  others  stating  that  their 
connections  were  not  interested  in  buying  until  lower. levels  were  reached. 

"On  April  1,  there  were  probably  7,000  or  more  cars  of  potatoes  yet 
to  be  marketed  from  Idaho.  Another  new  record  of  loadings  was  set  up  last 
Saturday,  when  315  cars  were  billed  to  market." 

9b.    CODE  ADDITION  (Effective  April  l6V 

°n  the  "PA"  (Potatoes)  page-  of  the  code,  add  the  following: 

IL  -  combination  pack 

IM  -  combination  pack,  plain  bags 

These  terms  apply  at  the  present  time  particularly  to  Idaho  potatoes, 
^hey  differ  from  the  grade  tcm-"PEN  -  combination  grade"  in  that  the  only 
grade  requirement  for  Idaho  plain-bag  shipments  is  that  the  potatoes  shall 
not  be  below  U.S.  No.  2,  while  a  combination  grade  specifies  a  certain 
minimum  percentage  of  U.S.  No.  1  potatoes.    Mr.  Tate, .at  Idaho  Palls,  ad- 
vises that  the  plain-bog  shipments  from  that  State  at  present  are  mostly 
made  up  of  a  cellar-run  combination  of  U.S.  No.  1  and  U.S.  No.  2  potatoes, 
but  with  no  definite  percentage  of  either  grade.     There  is  no  'commercial* 
grade  recognized  in  Idaho,  and  such  a  term  should  not  be  used  in  market 
quotations . 
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1013.    ANNUAL  LEAVE  FOR  FIELD  MEN  (REPLY) 

Please  advise  the  Washington  office  at  once  as  to  when  ,you  wish  to 
take  annual  leave,   so  that  plans  can  be  made  for  relief.    Some  men  will 
"be  available  for  this  work  as  early  as  June.     State  first,   second  and  third 
choices  as  to  periods  when  you  desire  leave,  "because  it  may  not  be  possible 
to  grant  leave  during  the  time  of  your  first  choice. 

A  reply  is  requested  from  all  market-news  men  before  May  1. 

1 lb .    LOUISIANA  BERRY  SEASON  BECOMING  ACTIVE 

R.  L.  Sutton  wrote  as  follows  from  Hammond  in  a  letter  of  April  7i~ 
"The  quality  and  condition  of  the  strawberries  now  being  shipped 
from  Louisiana  is  quite  generally  good.    The  berries  are  taking  on  the 
proper  amount  of  color,  the  flavor  is  improving,  and  the  size  continues 
satisfactory.    The  yield  promises  to  be  an  exceptional  one.    Plants  in  most 
fields  are  laden  with  fruit.    The  nights  continue  rather  cool,  with  the  past 
two  days  offering  bright  sunshine  but  slightly  windy.    Acreage  in  Louisiana 
shows  very  little  change,  the  24,000  acres  of  this  season  being  about  600 
under  that  of  last  year.    The  indicated  yield,  however,  of  2,600  pints  per 
acre  is  300  greater  than  last  season. 

"The  berries  from  this  district  are  loaded  almost  exclusively  in  24- 
pint  ventilated  crates.    In  contrast  with  the  usual  methods  of  f.o.b.  wire 
or  cash-track  sales,  the  output  from  this  section  is  sold  by  auction  nightly. 
At  the  present  time,  there  are  two  auction  companies  operating,  vhich  handle 
at  least  95^  of  the  shipments.    A  third  organization  is  here  and  will  start 
its  auction  within  a  few  days.    These  auction  companies  have  large  assembly- 
rooms,  where  the  buyers  congregate  for  the  bidding  on  the  cars.    At  the 
present  time,  there  are  about  40  buyers  here.    Usually,  as  the  season  pro- 
gresses, the  number  increases  to  75  or  more. 

"The  f.o.b.  market  was  active  last  night.    About  3°  c^rs  were  offered 
and  sold  on  the  auctions.    Bidding  was  spirited,  the  sales  ranging  from 
$3.50  to  $4,  averaging  $3.75"|  per  24- pint  crate.    These  cars  of  berries 
realized  from  $2,500  to  $3,000  per  car." 

12b.    LATE  NEWS  ON  WESTERN  NEW  YORK  APPLES  AND  POTATOES 

A.  L.  Thomas  wrote  a    letter  from  Rochester  on  April  7>  parts  of 
which  are  quoted  below:- 

"The  domestic  demand  for  apples  has  been  fairly  good,  but  the  export 
trading  has  dropped  off  considerably.    The  serson  for  exporting  Nov/  York 
State  apples  has  pbout  ended,  and  exporters  are  leaving  the  district.  One 
English  representative,  who  has  been  here  the  entire  season,  left  this  week 
and  requested  us  to  ms.il  our  market  report  to  him  cat  Liverpool.  Cold- 
storage  holdings  are         lighter  at  this  time  than  they  have  been  in  the 
last  few  seasons,  according  to  some  of  the  reliable  dealers. 

"There  has  bean  a  firm  undertone  to  the  potato  market  this  week. 
Growers  are  receiving  from  75^  to  E>5^  per  bushel  but  are  reluctant  to  sell 
at  this  price,  most  of  them  holding  for  $1.    Country  dealers  report  that 
holdings  in  the  growers' hands  are  much  lighter  than  at  this  time  last  year. 

IMPERIAL  VALLEY  of  California  expects  a  crop  of  early  cantaloupes 
which  will  start  moving  in  car-lots  by  April  20.  Plantings  are  51,640  acres. 


IJo.    MOTHER  LONG-DISTANCE  RECORD"  MADE  BY  MOTOR"  TRUCK 

It  seems  to.  Toe  the  fashion  in  these  days  for  one  producing  section 
of  the  United  States:  to  try  to  outdo  others  in  the  natter  of  hauling  pro- 
duct's a  long  distance  by  motor  truck.    R.  E.  Keller,  of  the  Grand  Rapids 
office,  submitted  the  following  interesting  report  of  - 

Michigan  Onions  Hauled  to  Florida. 
What  is  believed  to  be  the  longest  business  trip  ever  na.de  by  a 
Michigan  produce  trucker  was  completed. on  Wednesday, .  March  .25,  when  the 
president  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Truckers  Association'  returned  from  Florida 
with  a  load  of  100  bushels  of  grapefruit'  and  UO  bushels  of  oranges.  On 
the  southward  journey,  100  bushels  of  Michigan  onions  were  hauled  to  the 
central  part  of  Florida.    The  round-trip  of  2,500  miles  was  made  in  seven 
days,  but  it  is  believed  that,  with  two  drivers,  'the  trip  to  Florida  and 
return  could  be  nade  in  five  days.  '  ■  ,  ,  \ 

The  nan  who  nade  this  experimental  long-distance  trip  found  good 
roads  practically  all  of  the  way.    He  traveled  via  South  Bend,   Ind.;  Louis- 
ville, Ky.;  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  ^Birmingham,:  Ala.    His,  load  of  citrus 
fruit  sold  briskly  on  his  return,  as  all  of  the  fru.it  arrived  in  good  con- 
dition.   The  grapefruit  brought  $1  per  bushel  and  the  oranges  $1.75  Per 
bushel.    It  was  believed  that  he  could  have  sold  much  larger  quantities  of 
these  fruits,   if  he  had  been  able  to  bring  a  heavier  load. 

■    Mr.  Keller,   in  his  letter  of  transmittal,  added  that  truckers  from 
Grand  Rapids  and  other  points  in  Michigan  have  been  taking  onions  and 
celery  from  the  swamp  sections  of  the  State  to  points  in  Kentucky:  and 
Tennessee  all  during  the  winter,  returning  with  .sweet-potatoes  and  what- 
ever -other  southern  produce  they  could  find. 

1^.-   REPORTS  ON  FUTURES  SALES  OF  POTATOES  . 

•   Futures  sales  of  potatoes  for  October  delivery,  which  are  now  being 
made- on  the  Chicago  Mercantile  Exchange,  do  not  specify  any- particular 
State  of  origin  for:  Round  Whites,     It  nay  sometimes  be  Understood  between 
buyer  and  seller  from  what  State  or  States  the  Round,  Whites,  are  to-  be  ship- 
ped, and  many  of  the  trade  have  been  regarding  October  futures  as  referring 
to  Idaho  Round  Whites  as  well  as  Russets.  -There  is  nothing  on  the. Exchange 
records,  however,  to  indicate  that"  such  sales  are  of  Idahos"  only.,  and,  in 
fact,  it  is  probable  that  deliveries  will,  be  made  on  Round  Whites  from 
various  States.  *  •  •«•;•'• 

In  order  that  there  may  be  ho  'confusion  in  the-  interpretation  of 
such'  quotations  on  the  daily  market  reports,  the  following  headings  and 
arrangement  should  be  used  by  all  offices:  ■  .   

...   *'v;-  FUTURES';  ::\:. 

R0U1TD  WHITES ;  100-lb.  Sacks,  U.S.  No.l.  OCTOBER  Delivery-  etc. 

RUSSET  BURBANKS:  100-lb.  Sacks,  U,S,  No.l.  IDAHO;    APRIL  delivery- 
 OCTOBER  Delivery-    .etc.  -  ,  .    .  . 

If  other  varieties  or  additional  States  are  specified  in  later  sales, 
they  can  then  be  added  accordingly,  continuing  the  sane  arrangement. 

SEE  Par.  15b  on  Page  24 3.  B«  c»  BORES, 

Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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•Mail 

♦Eirst 

:Prohahly 

Station 

:List 

In 

Charge 

:  Reports 

{Bulletin 

twill  close 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y. ■',■** 

837 

A, 

L 

.  Thomas 

:  Pears* 

tSept . 

3 

i  Nov*  3* 

310  Trip.ngle  Bldg. 

H. 

S 

.  Duncan- 

.  Apples 

Sept. 

3 

[  &y  29 

;  Onions 

Sept . 

3 

!  Apr.  15 

■  Carrots 

Sept. 

3 

"  May  1 

Cahoage* 

Sept . 

3 

Mar.  28* 

Celery* 

Sept , 

3 

Jan.  10* 

Peaches* 

Sept , 

8 

Oct.  k* 

Grapes* 

Sept . 

23 

Oct.  29* 

Potatoes 

Oct. 

6 

May  29 

PRESqjJE  ISLE,  MVS ..,**  I 

Sl+2 

w. 

D 

.  Hull 

Potatoes 

Sept . 

11 

Apr.  30 

Hedrich  Block 

IDAHO  FALLS,   IDA.,  i 

8i+5 

L. 

C 

.  Tate 

Potatoes 

Sept , 

15 

,  May  2 

230  Federal  Bldg.  ; 

WINTER  HAVEN,  FLA.,**  ; 

920 

H. 

E.  Willson 

Citrus 

Oct. 

1 

June  6 

DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg.  \ 

G-RAND  RAPIDS ,  MICH . ,  **  ■ 

.895 

.  R. 

E 

.  Keller 

Apples* 

Oct. 

21+ 

•   Nov.  7* 

1+12  P.O.  Bldg.  j 

Onions 

Oct. 

2k 

'  Apr.  15 

Potatoes 

Oct. 

2k 

May  15 

MIAMI,  ELA. , **  1 

337 

V. 

H.  Nicholson 

■  Beans 

Nov. 

17 

Apr.  16 

Realty  Bldg. .  ■ 

Peppers 

Dec. 

19 

;  Apr.  16 

Tonatoes 

Jan* 

16 

'  Apr.  l6 

BROWNSVILLE,  TEXAS,** 

931 

c. 

D. 

Spho  olci*p  ft 

Cahbage 

Jan. 

5 

May  15 

Ohanber  of  Conner ce  ; 

Spinach* 

Jan. 

5 

!  Mar.  7* 

Beets 

Jan. 

5 

:  May  15 

Carrots 

Jan. 

6 

'  May  15 

Beans 

Mar. 

20 

1  May  15 

Potatoes 

Mar. 

30 

May  15 

Onions 

Apr. 

r 

b 

Apr.  30 

Tonatoes 

Apr. 

21 

May  29 

SANEOED,  ELA. , **  : 

910  : 

J. 

B. 

Owens 

Celery 

?6 

Apr.  25 

Oioy  xlrll  ±>lag#  ; 

PHOEy IX,  ARIZ . , **  : 

S15  : 

A. 

E. 

Prugh 

Lettuce 

Mar . 

16 

j.vpr  .  1 0 

o02  Security  Bldg.  : 

HAMMOND,  LA., 

802  j 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

Sthr. 

Mar. 

2b 

May  15 

P.O.  Bldg. 

6 

LAREDO,  TEXAS** 

801  ! 

W. 

D. 

Googe 

Onions 

Apr. 

4ay  23 

HASTINGS,  ELA.**-  j 

851  j 

B. 

3. 

Surry 

Potatoes 

Apr. 

8 

May  20 

CRYSTAL  CITY,  TEXAS**  j 

867  j 

R. 

G. 

Risser 

Onions 

.Apr. 

13 

;  May  23 

BRADENTON,  ELA.**  : 

850  : 

R. 

M. 

Peterson 

Vegs. 

Apr. 

13 

Hay  29 

The  following  stations 

prohahly  will 

open  on  da 

tes  indicated:  

BELLE  GLADE,  ELA.** 

937  : 

V. 

H. 

Nicholson 

Beans 

Apr. 

20 

May  lb 

Peppers 

Apr . 

20 

May  16 

Tonatoes 

Apr. 

20 

May  l6 

CHADS OURN,  N.C.** 

805  : 

A. 

M. 

McDowell  : 

Sthr. 

Apr. 

27 

May  16 

The  following  str 

it  ion  < 

closed  on  date 

indicated: 

PLANT  CITY,  FLA.** 

850  j 

K 

M. 

Peterson 

Sthr. 

Jan. 

5 

Apr.  9 

Hotel  Plant 

'  Vegs. 

Jan. 

5 

Apr.  9 

**  State  cooperating  *  Reports  discontinued 

W.  E.  Cox  at  Scan  Erancisco 
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1  c .    LOW  TSMPERATUP.ES  AND  HEAVY  RAJHgALL  111  THE  TOTHWEST 

Two  interesting  letters  have  been  received  frora  F.  E.  Bailey,  of  the 
Yakima  office.    The  first  was  dated  April  1  and  reads  as  follows :~ 

"The  recent  cold  spell  in  eastern  Washington,  which  was  a  freeze 
and  not  a  frost,  reached  its  minimum  on 'the  night  of  'March  27 with  official 
orchard  temperatures  being  reported  around  Yakima  of  '23°  and  in  one  locality 
as  low  as  21°.    In  the  vicinity  of  Yakima,  which  is  in  central  Washington, 
the  skies  were  generally  cloudy  during  this  period,  which  aided  in  reducing 
the  damage.    However,   it  is  reported  that  apricots,  some  varieties  of  which 
were  in  full  bloom,  have  been  damaged  to  some  extent  and  that  cherries  have 
also  been  injured  in  the  Yakima  Valley.    Possibly  a  somewhat  comparable 
situation  exists  in  the  Wenatchee  district,  which  is  also  in  central  Wash- 
ington.   In  the  Yakima  district  a  cold  wind  of  moderate  velocity  blew  during 
a  considerable  part  of  the  low-temperature  'period* 

"It  is  reported  that  the  Walla  Walla  and  Clarkston  districts,  in  east- 
ern Washington,  had  similar  temperatures  but  clearer  skies  during  this  peri- 
od.   This,  together  with  the  fact  that  these  sections  are  lower  in  altitude 
and  therefore  slightly  earlier  than  Yakima,  possibly  justifies  reports  that 
the  early  soft  fruits  suffered  more  there  than  in  the  vicinity  of  Yakima, 

"The  Spokane  section  is  also  in  eastern  Washington  but  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  around  2,000  feet.    Since  it  is  therefore  of  a  later  season,  the 
buds  possibly  are  not  far  enough  advanced  to  have  suffered  much. 

"With  a  rainfall  of  .73  of  an  inch  during  a  24-hour  period  beginning 
on  the  evening  of  March  3^*  the  moisture  situation  in  the  Yakima  Valley, 
which  looked  bad  during  the  winter,  has  been  decidedly  improved.  According 
to  the  records  of  the  Yakima  office  of  the  U.S.  Weather  Bureau,  there  was 
more  precipitation  during  this  period  than  during  any  other  24- hour  period 
since  December,  I92S,    This  comparatively  heavy  precipitation,  together 
with  the  present  prospect  that  more  will  be  received,  also  has  an  ameliora- 
ting effect  on  the  frost  situation,  and  there  appears  to  be  little  immediate 
danger  from  frost. 

"The  recent  rains  were  quite  general  over  the  southern  half  of  eastern 
Washington.    Walla  Walla,  officially  reported  1.5  inches  of  precipitation 
during  the  24-hour  period  beginning  March  30« 

"North- central  Washington,  or  the  Wenatchee- Okanogan  district,  had 
more  winter  precipitation  than  usual  and  was  not  threatened  with  any  short- 
age of  moisture,  as  has  been  the  ca.se  in  south-central  area  until  recently." 

Mr.  Ba,i ley's  second  letter,  dated  April  3s  tells  about  the  flood 
conditions  in  southeastern  Wa.shington;- 

"When  writing  to  you  on  April  1,   I  did  not  realize  that  the  moun- 
tainous country  east,  of  Walla  Walla,  in  southeastern  Washington  had  had  over 
three  inches  of  rainfall  during  a.  24-hour  period  beginning  March  30,  which 
resulted  in  a  flood  that  damaged  several  million  dollars  worth  of  property 
in  Walla  Walla, 

"The  water,  flowing  down  the  canyons,  became  raging  torrents.  Mill 
Creek,  usually  a. small  stream  flowing  through  the. .center,  of  the  city,  tore 
out  every  bridge  but  one  and  flooded  the  main. streets  to  a  depth  of  three 
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feet,   so  it  is  reported.    Pire-stations,  hotels,  "business  houses,  and  the 
two  drily  newspapers  had  -their -basements  and  main  floors  flooded.  Schools 
and  banks  are  closed  and  business  in  the  city  of  Walla  Walla  is  at  a  stand- 
still.   One  of  the  main  residence  streets  is  reported  to  resemble  a  river 
bed.  ■       .  .  '  ' .  .  .  -V 

•  "Considerable  "damage  was  also  done  in  the  country  and  it  is  said 
that  mrny  acre's  of  garden  lands,  which  produce  summer  onions,   spinach,  and 
other  vegetables,  were  ruined.    These  same  floods  damaged  property  in 
Milton-Preewater,  Oregon,  which  produces  many  cars  of  prunes,  cherries  and 
other  fruits. 

"The  main  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  east  of  Pendleton  was 
washed  out  for  several  hundred  yards,  cutting  off  freight  traffic  over  this 
line  from  Washington  and  Oregon.    Yakima  shippers  are  now  billing  practically 
all  of  their  eastern  shipments  over  the  Northern  Pacific,  as  the  Union  Pa- 
cific will  accept  no  shipments  except  'subject  to  delay.'    At  the  present 
time,  rail  transportation  into  Walla  Walla  is  still  cut  off  in  all  direc- 
tions, as  are  all  highways*" 

2c .    WORK  RAPIDLY  IN  CARS  OP'  STRAWBERRIES  AND  OTHER  :  ' 
H I C-HL  Y-PER I SK  ABLE  PRODUCTS 
Complaint  has' been  made  regarding. the  length  of  time  some  inspectors 
keep  the  car  doors  open.     It  is  contended  by  some  that  keeping  the  doors 
open  long  enough  to  inspect  strawberries- damages  them  by  allowing  the  cool 
air  to  get  out  and  warm  air  to  take  dts  place..     Inspectors  should  therefore 
work  rapidly  and  not  keep  the  car  doors  open  any  longer  than  actually  neces^ 
sary  to  make  a  thorough  inspection.    Do  not  keep  the  doors  open  while  writin; 
notes,  before  starting  the  inspection  and  after  completing  the  inspection. 
It  is  believed  that  most'  cars  of  strawberries  can  be  inspected  for  condition' 
in  about  30  minutes,  and,  if  the  doors  are  not  kept  open  any  longer,  no 
damage  will  result  to  the  berries.    Do  everything  possible  to  prevent  criti- 
'cism  of  the  service.'  ••  ' 


3c.     WARNING  REGARDING  APPEAL  INSPECTIONS     .••  " 

Appeal  inspection  certificates  reversing  the  original  should  never 
be  based  upon  the  examination  of  25~pound  samples  of  potatoes.    The  safest 
plan  would  be  to  ■examine  whole  sacks  of  potatoes  and,   in  cases  where  this 
is  not  possible,  at  least  50  pounds  in    each  sack  should  be  scored.  It 
shOxild  be  remembered  that  three  pounds-  of  defective  potatoes  in  a  25-pound 
sample  amounts  to  12$,  and  by  examining  25  pounds  more  it  sometimes  happens 
that  the  percentage  of  defects  is  reduced  to  g$  or  10$.    It  all  depends 
upon  the  examination  of  samples  that  are  representative,  and  the  larger  the 
samples  examined  the  more  dependable  will  the  result  be.     In  no  case  should 
a  shipping-point  certificate  be  reversed  as  to  grade,  when  samples  of  only 
25  pounds  have  been  examined.     If  it  is  not  possible  to  examine  whole  sacks, 
-  which  would  be  a  very  exceptional  case,  -  at  least  two  hucketfuls  or  5° 
pounds  should  constitute  the  sample  in  each  sack  examined. 

TEXAS  BERMUDA  ONION  CROP  is  forecast  at  3,^91,625  bushels,  compared 
with  3,359,600  last  spring.  Yields  will  be  lower  but  acreage  is  greater 
than  in  193$.      Louisiana  expects  a  crop  one-fifth  larger  than  last  year. 
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U c .    CAKE  IN  WIRING  FOR  INFORMATION  REGARD ING  INSPEC  TI ONS  ■ '.  .  - 

The  initials,  car  number,  product,  date  of  list  on  which  car  number 
appears,  and  the  place  and  date  of  shipping-point  inspection  should  all  he 
included  in  wires  requesting  shipping-point  certificate  information.  Some- 
times not  all  of  these  fa,cts  are  available,  but  when' possible  they  should, 
all  be  given,   in  order  to  avoid  mistakes  due  to  duplications-  of  car  numbers. 


5c .    MAKE  TWO  SETS  OF  CERTIFICATE  COPIES  FOR  WASHINGTON     •  ' 

In  sending  certificate  copies  to  Washington,  most  offices  have  been 
folding  all  certificates  together,  making  it  necessary  to  separate  the  two 
copies  of  each  certificate  in  this  office.    This  delays  the  filing  and,  in 
order  to  expedite  such  work,  it  is  requested  that  each  office  make  two  sets 
of  certificate  copies  sent  here,  with  all  certificates  in  each  set  folded 
together.     Some  offices  have  been  following  this -plan  for  sometime  and  the 
matter  should  be  called  to  the  immediate  attention  of  stenographers  who 
handle  the  forwarding  of  certificates  and  copies.    When  only  two  copies  of 
one  certificate  are  sent  in  they  may  be  folded  together,  but  four  or  more 
copies  should  be  separated  into  two  sets. 

6c.    CHECKING  UNPAID  FEE  BILLS 

When  one  inspector  relieves  another  in  charge  of  a- market,  he  should 
insist  that  the  inspection-fee  accounts  balance  before  assuming  charge  of 
the  office.    The  uncollected  balance  should  be  actually  checked  with  the  un- 
paid fee  bills  in  the  files  every  month  before  the  monthly  statement  is  sent 
in.     It  is  not  sufficient  to  establish  a  new  unpaid'  balance  merely: by  addi- 
tion and  subtraction.    The  result  should  be  chocked  with  the  unpaid  fee  bills 
on  hand  in  order  to  be  sure  that  no  mistake  has  been  made. 


7c.    HEAVY  INSPECTION  WORK  IN  ARIZONA 

A  letter  from  H.  W.  Peterson,  of  the  California  staff,  reports  that 
"there  has  been  a  very   .considerable  increase  in  the  inspection  work  in 
Arizona  this  season.     xn  the  Phoenix  district,  SO  to  100  cars  of  lettuce 
have  been  inspected  each  day,  while  a  few  days  have  run  higher.     In  the 
Yuma  district,  frqnl5  to  25  cars  per  day  have  been  inspected.    Mr.  Ruch, 
at  Phoenix,  advises  me  that  there  will  probably  he  a  considerable  decrease 
in  shipments  and  inspections  during  the  present  week,  April  6-11." 

Sc.    LARGE  NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  IN  IDAHO 

The  report  of  March  inspections  at  shipping  points  in  Idaho  shows  a 
total  of  nearly  b.,000  cars  for  the  month  and  a  grand  total  of  23, 56 1  inspec- 
tions from  July  1,  193O,  to  March  31,  1931.    L.  G.  Schultz,  Supervising 
Inspector,  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  total  to  date  is  U,S15  cars 
more  than  were  ever  inspected  in  Idaho  during  any  entire  fiscal  year  previ- 
ous to  this  time.    He    believes  that  the  final  total  for  the  current  fiscal 
year  will  be  close  to  35,000  cars. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  expects  12,000,000  quarts  of  strawberries  this  season, 
or  fully  one-fifth  more  than  last  spring. 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  OF.  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 

Approximate  date  of 

State 

Supervisor 

Products 

V*  \J  <s  1.1.  J-  JlL£-^ 

Clo  s  i  up' 

W  -L.  \J  i-J  J.  J.1C-. 

FLORIDA i 

|     0.  G-".  Strauss, 
:       P.O.  Box  lgg, 
!            Orlnhdo.  Pin. 

Citrus 

:  Aug.  27 

May  1 

MINE : 

G.  R.  Warren,     .    ..  ,  ; 
Caribou,  Maine  '. 

Potatoes 

:  -  Sept .  1 

May  1 

LOUISIANA: 

K.  S .  Moles,  • 
Hammond,  La. 

Strawberries 

Apr.  1 

Apr.  25 

TEXAS : 

H.  T.  Longino, 

Room  5,  Madison  Hotel, 
Harlingen,  Texas 

Vegetables 

Nov.  20 

May  15 

ARIZONA: 

*  R.  H.  Bertelson, 
BBB  Bldg., 

No gales,  Arizona 

Mexican 
tomatoes 

Dec.  1 

May  1 

,.E.  L.  Ruch,. 

6l5  Security  Bldg., 
Phoenix,  Arizona 

.  Lettuce 

Mar.  10 

Apr.  20 

PORTO  RICO:  : 

A.  S.  Mason, 

urvici  ucnoa  .Blag., 
San  Juan,  P.R. 

Citrus 

Apr .  1 

1\I0V  «  1 

ALABAMA: 

J.  L,  Marks, 

c/o  State  Div.  of 

Markets, 
Montgomery,  Ala.  < 

Strawberries  1 
Vegetables  : 

1 

Apr.  S  j 
Apr.  20  ; 

1 

May  1 
June  15 

REPORTS  regarding  Ohio  shipping-point  inspections  can  be  obtained 
by  addressing  M.  V/.  Baker,  at  our  Columbus  office. 

Indiana  and  Michigan  shipping-point  inspection  reports  can  be 
had  from  the  Federal-State  Inspection  Service, 
Court  Hoxxse,  Warsaw,  Indiana. 

Reports  regarding  shipping-point  inspections  of  Tennessee  sweet- 
potatoes  can  be  obtained  from  Nelson  B.  Rue, 
Division  of  Markets,  Nashville. 

Reports  on  vegetables  from  Winter  Garden  district  of  Texas  can  be 
had  through  the  San  Antonio  office. 


9c.    REVISED  GRADES  FOR  CANNERY  SPINACH 

With  this  D.L.,  each  inspector  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  revised 
U.S.  Standards  for  Fresh  Spinach  for  Canning. 
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u.s.  no.  i   g±f0 

Comb.  U.S.  Ho.  1  &  Coml.  16$ 


10c.     INJURY  CAUSED  BY  EXPOSURE  TO  AMMONIA 

"Injury  to  Onions  and  Fruits  Caused,  "by  Exposure  to  Ammonia"  is  the 
title  of  a  reprint  from  the  Journal  o.f  Agricultural  Research,  Sept.  15,  1928. 
Authors  are  Dr.  G.  B.  Ramsey  and  Dr.  L.  F.  Butler,  of  the  B.P.I .  staff. 
Copies  of  this  reprint  are  "being  sent  to  all  inspectors  with  this  D.L. 

11c.    GOOD  RECORD  EQR  INSPECTION  SERVICE  I  IT  NEW  JERSEY  ■ 

In  a  recent  letter  fron  W.  C.  Lynn,  of  the  Trenton  office,  he  srys 
that  New  Jersey  inspection  work  is  about  finished  for  this  season.    To  March 
28,  about  1,500  inspections  had  been  recorded.    Great  strides  have  been  made 
particularly  in  the  inspections  of  apples.    Export  and  domestic  trade  demands 
for  inspected  apples  have  been  primarily  responsible  for  the  activity  along 
this  line  in  New  Jersey,  and  the  growers  themselves  have  been  won  over  to 
the  adoption  of  the  grades  for  this  fruit.    Of  the  237>80S  bushels  of  apples 
covered  by  inspections,  -  approximately  Gofo  of  which  have  been  exported  this 
season,-  92$  net  No.  1  requirements  as  to  grade  defects,  but  fell  into  dif- 
ferent grades  depending  on  color.  .  The  relative  proportions  are  shown  in  the 
following  tabulat ion :~ 

U.S.  No.  1  Early   ®f> 

U.S.  Commercial   U$ 

One  or  more  inspections  were  made  for  some  5^  t°  &0  growers,  prac- 
tically all  of  these  growers  being  nev;  in  the  use  of  U.S.  grades.    It  is 
felt  that  the  apple  industry  of  New  Jersey  has  been  well  penetrated,  both 
educationally  and  in  a  practical  way.    Mr.  Lynn  advises  that  the  cooperative 
inspection  service  has  been  assured  of  a  summer  apple  deal  this  year,  start- 
ing in  July.    Because  of  the  State's  advantageous  position  as  an  exporter  of 
apples,  it  is  believed  that  there  will  be  considerable  work  also  on  fall  and 
winter  apples.    If  the  peach  crop  turns  out  well,  as  now  expected,  quite  a 
number  of  inspections  of  peaches  will  be  made.    Potato  inspections,  also, 
are  a  large  factor  in  New  Jersey. 

12c.    ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  WORK.  IN  CALIFORNIA 

The  annual  report  of  the  California  Department  of  ■  Agriculture  for  the 
year  1929  was  unavoidably  delayed  in  publication.    Copies  have  been  received 
in  Washington  this  week.     It  is  an  excellent  illustrated  report  of  150  pages, 
published  as  the  December,  1929,   issue  of  the  Monthly  Bulletin  of  that  De- 
partment,   The  report  of  the  Bureau -of  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Standardization 
is  given  by  S.S.  Rogers,  Chief.     The  report  for  the  Bureau  of  Shipping-Point 
Inspection  is  presented  by  W.  F.  Allewelt,  Chief,  and  the  report  for  the 
Division  of  Markets  (including  market-news  service)  is  given  by  E.  W. 
Gaumnitz,  Acting  Chief.    Those  interested  probably  can  obtain  copies  of  this 
annual  report  for  1929  from  Sacramento,  California.  : 

R.  C.  BUTNSR, 
Supervisor- of .Inspection 
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REGULATORY  ACTIVITIES 


le.    CONNECTICUT  MAN  FINED  FOR  USE  OF  ILLEGAL  CONTAINERS  ■  ■ 

On  March  30  in  the  United  States  District  Court,  at  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, Louis  G.  Tolles,  Master" of  the  Connecticut  State  Grange,  changed 
a' f order  plea  of  "guilty"  to  one  of  "nolo  contendere."    The  court  found 
hia  gu.il ty  on  two  counts  of  offering  for  sale  apples  in  illegal  lU-quart 
hampers.    Judge  Carroll  B.  Hincks  •  imposed  a  fine  of  $5  without  costs  on 
the  first  count  and  $100  on  the  second  count.    Judgment  on  the  second  count 
was  suspended  and  the  fine  remitted .    Tolles,.  •  however,  was  placed  on  pro- 
bation with  Professor  Albert  Levitt  of  Redding,  Conn.    Judge  Hincks,  in 
speaking  from  the  bench^  said  that  the  light  fine  imposed  in  this  case  was 
not  to  be  considered  as  a  precedent... 

2e,    ILLEGAL  BASKETS  Iff  ALABAMA  DESTROYED  BY  BURNING 

T.  C.  J.  Baker,  of  the  Standard  Container  project,  has.  been  making 
a  general  survey  of  fruit  and  vegetable  containers  throughout  the  southern 
States  and  he  reports  the  finding  of *  some  3,000  illegal  six-quart  diamond- 
weave  splint  baskets  in  the  possession  of  R.  Leaf,  commission  merchant  of 
Birmingham',  Alabama.  -As  nearly  as  could  be  determined"  in  the  absence  of 
definite • records,  the  baskets  were  purchased  by  Leaf '  some tine  prior  to 
November  1,  1929,  the  effective  date  of  the  Standard  Container  Act  of  1328. 
The  case  was,  settled,  as  far  as  the  possession  of  the  baskets  by  Leaf  is  ( 
concerned,  by  his  voluntary  offer  to  destroy  the  baskets  in  Baker's  present 
Mr.  Baker  reports  that  the  baskets  were  duly  burned  in  his  presence,  and 
he  is  tracing  back  to  determine  whether  the  sale  of  the  baskets  to  Leaf  • 
was  in  violation  of  the  Standard  Container  Act.  •  . 

F.  G.  ROBB, 
In  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch. 


OFFICE  NOTES: 

Mr.  Sherman  expects  to  leave  Washington  on  Monday  evening  for  points 
in  the  North  Central.  States  and  elsewhere.    He  will  visit  especially  Chicagi 
Minneapolis,  and  Fargo,  to  confer  with  State  officials  and  Bureau  employees 
regarding  cooperative  agreements  and  the  future  program  of  work.    He  may 
be  absent  six  or  eight  days.    ]  . 

After  13  years  of  very  faithful  and  efficient  service  in  the  Washing 
ton.  offices  of  the' Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division* '.  Miss  Julia  Collier  is^ 
transferring  today  to  the  office  of  Miss  Emily. Clark,'  in  charge  of^estinatej 
and  special  reports  for  the  Chief  of -Bureau.    From  1918  to  1923,  Miss 
Collier  was  connected  with  the  Market  News  Service,  and  since  1923  she  has 
been  in  the  office  of  the  Head  Clerk  of  our  Division,  being  associated  with 
Mrs.  Mills  in  this  latter  work.  | 

The  New  Jersey  Department  of  Agriculture,  at  Trenton,  hss  issued  a 
mimeographed  summary  on  the  1930  potato  season  in  that  State. 


 Division  Letter,  April  10,  1951  ?&3. 

OFFICE  NOTES  (Continued): 

J.  Id.  Park,  who  is  assisting  temporarily  with  work  in  the  Farmers 1 
Seed  Loan  Office,  has  gone  on  a  short  trip  to  Jackson,  Miss.    Prior  to 
the  convention  of  the  National  Pecan  Marketing  Association  at  Jackson  next 
week,  Mr.  Park  will  confer  with  a  special  committee  regarding  grades  for 
pecans . 

Eobert  Bier  returned  to  Washington  fror.i  his  southern  trip  on 
April  5-         reports  having  made  satisfactory  arrangements  for  shipping- 
point  inspection  work  in  the  South  and  says  that  a  large  volume  of  work  . 
will  "be  handled  this  scoring. 

G.  W.  Winfrey,  of  the  Hew  Orleans  office,  has  gone  to  Hammond,  La., 
where  he  will  assist  H.  S.  Moles  in  the  supervision  of  shipping-point  in- 
spections of  strawberries  for  the  next  two  or  three  weeks. 

C.  D.  Shirley,  of  the  Houston  inspection  office,  will  take  part  on 
April  16  in  the  Vegetable  Grading  Short  Course  of  the  Texas  A.  and  M. 
College,  to  he  held  at  Houston  on  April  l6  and  17.    He  will  give  an  address 
on  "Grading  and  Packing  Texas  Vegetables,"  and  will  illustrate  his  talk 
by  practical  demonstrations. 

J.  G.  Cross,  member  of  the  Washington  staff  in  eharge  of  contacts 
with  transportation  companies,  went  to  a  Richmond  hospital  for  an  operation 
last  Monday.    Word  from  his  bedside  on  Wednesday  indicates  that  he  is  get- 
ting along  nicely  and  he  probably  will  return  soon  to  Washington. 

V.  H.  Nicholson  expects  to  move  his  field  headquarters  from  Miami 
to  Belle  Glade,  Florida,  at  the  end  of  next  week,  from  which  point  he  will 
continue  to  issue  market  reports  on  vegetables  for  another  month. 

R.  G.  Eisser  left  the  Chicago  office  early  this  week  and  proceeded  to 
Texas.    After  visiting  representatives  of  our  Division  in  San  Antonio  and 
Laredo,  Mr.  Eisser  will  go  to  Crystal  City,  Texas,  where  he  will  operate 
the  field  station  on  onions,  beginning  next  Monday. 


(continued  from  Page  235) 

15b.     COPIES  OF  MIMEOGRAPHED  EE  POETS  NEEDED 

All  offices,  both  field  and  market  stations,  are  requested  to 
forward  to  the  Washington  office  at  an  early  date  h0  copies  of  each  regular 
report  issued,  of  one  day  only.    Please  mail  these  to  Miss  Mabelle  Lewis. 
Do  not  overlook  this  request. 

B .  C .  B. 


I 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTLiENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
■    Washington,  D.  C. 

Vol.  12,  No.  16  April  17,  1931 

FRUIT  AND  7EGETADIS  DIVISION  LETTER 
(Issued  every  Friday) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Not  for  publication 

1  a .    GRADING  AND  CERT  IE  I  CAT  ION  OF  CANNED  FRUITS  /'-ND  VEGETABLES 

The  Agricultural  Appropriation  Act 'for  the  fiscal  year  1932  pro- 
vides $ 30*  (XDC1  for  developing  a  service  for  the  grading  and  certification 
of  canned  fruits  and  vegetables.    Grades  have  been  promulgated  for  use  in 
the  administration  of  the  United  States  Warehouse  Act  for  several  canned 
vegetables,  and  considerable  work  has  been  done  in  the  Warehouse  Division 
on  other  canned  fruits  and  vegetables,     It  is  believed,  however,  that  with 
the  extensive  inspection  service  now  available  for  fresh  fruits  and  vege- 
tables the  new  service  can  be  developed  by  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division 
at  less  cost  than  if  developed  under  the  Warehouse  Act.    By  a  memorandum 
issued  by  Mr.  Olsen  on  March  31»  this  new  activity  has  accordingly  been  as- 
signed to  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division. 

Paul  M.  Williams  (formerly  of  our  F.&V.  staff)  and.  L oyde  M.  Billman, 
now  members  of  the  Warehouse  Division,  will  transfer  to  the  Fruit  and  Vege- 
table Division  on  July  1,  when  the  new  appropriation  becomes  available. 
Examinations  have  been  announced  by  the  Civil  Service  Commission  for  the 
positions  of  Associate  Marketing  Specialist  (Canned  Foods)  and  Assistant 
Marketing  Specialist  (Canned  Foods)  as  a  result  of  which  is  is  expected  to 
obtain  additional  personnel. 

Considerable  preparatory  work  will  be  done  prior  to  July  1,  including 
plans  for  handling  the  numerous  details  involved  and  the  drafting  of  neces- 
sary rules  and  regulations.     In  the  development  of  this  service,  c careful 
consideration  will  be  given  to  the  needs  of  the  Warehouse  Division  in  the 
grading  of  canned  foods  and  vegetables  stored  in  licensed  warehouses. 

In  addition  to  the  work  which  has  been  done  in  the  Warehouse  Division, 
in  establishing  grades  for  canned  fruits  and  vegetables,   it  will  be  necessary 
to  provide  stand<ards  for  all  of  these  products  which  are  of  commercial  im- 
portance . 

It  is  anticipated  that,  to  an  increasing  extent,   contracts  of  purchas- 
ing departments  of  the  Government  will  be  based  primarily  upon  the  grades 
recommended  by  this  Department,  and  that  deliveries  will  be  required  accord- 
ing to  the  inspection  and  certification  of  this  Bureau.. 

The  number  of  points  outside  of  Washington  at  which  the  grading  ser- 
vice on  cmned  fruits  and  vegetables  will  be  undertaken  will  depend  upon  the 
demand  which  develops,  but  the  number  will  necessarily  be  small  du.ring  the 
next  fiscal  yecar. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  Paul  M.  Williams,  of  the  Warehouse 
Division,  discussed  the  coding,  warehousing,  and  grading  of  canned  foods 
under  the  U.S.  Warehouse  Act  at  a  meeting  of  the  Tri-State  Packers  Associa- 
tion in  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  April  10. 
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2a.    GRADES  POR  CANARY  CHERRIES  APPROVED  IN  NSW  YORK  STATS 

At  a  meeting  of  30  ^ew  York  State  cherry  canners  and  cold  packers 
in  So Chester  on  April  7»   it  was  unanimously  voted  to  adopt  the  proposed  U.S. 
grades  for  cannery  cherries.    Twenty-four  earners  asked  for  inspection  on 
the  "oasis  of  these  grades  during  the  coning  season. 

3a.    APPLE  COLD-STORAGE  HOLS INGS ,  APRIL  1 

Below  is  the  April  1  report  of  cold-storage  holdings  of  apples, 
'which  was  released  in  Washington  on  last  Mondays 

Apr..  1,  1931 
Barrels:  -  201,000 
Boxes:  -  6,835,000 
Baskets:  -  1,300,000 

Ah  out  65$  of  the  "boxes  were  still  held  in  Pacific  Coast  States. 
The  total  holdings  under  refrigeration  were  equivalent  to  2,913s 000  barrels, 
or  12$  r.ore  than  last  April  and  2$  a.bove  average, 

lta.    AIT  ILLUSTRATED  MONTHLY  REVIEW 

The  Washington  .off  ice  prepares  a  monthly  market  review  of  fruits  and 
vegetables,  a  copy  of  which  appears  regularly  in  "American  Pruit  Grower" 
aagnzine.     In  the  April  issue,  this  review  for  the  first  tine  is  illustrated 
with  pictures  of  fruits  or  vegetables,  mentioned  in  the  text.    The  April 
issiie  also  contains  an  illustrated  article  by  Brice  Edwards  on  the  motor 
truck  in  the  small-fruit  industry. 

5a.    ANOTEHR  BULLETIN  PIT  APPLES 

"Marketing  Apples  Grown  in  the  Cumberland-Shenandoah  Region"  is  the 
subject  treated  in  Tech.  Bui.  23h,  now  off  the  press.     It  is  a  cooperative 
bulletin  of  which  C.  S.  Swinson  is  the  senior  author.    Members  of  this 
Bureau  who-   are  mentioned  in  the  footnote  are:    S.  W.  Mendum,  J.  V.  Park, 
and  M.  S.  Cooper.    This  is  one  of  the  series  of  publications  which  the  Bureau 
is  issuing  from  time  to  time  on  various  phases  of  the  apple  industry. 

S a .     ORANGE  JUICE  DISTRIBUTION 

According  to  an  item  in  the  New  York  Evening  Post  seme  days  ago, 
ten  refrigerator  cars  of  orange  juice,  totaling  60,000  gallons  squeezed 
from  2,500,000  oranges,  were  being  shipped  from  the  Tampa  plant  of  the 
national  Juice  Company,  subsidiary  yf  National  Dairy  Products,  to  cities 
selectee1  for  experimental  distribution  on  milk  routes,-  New  York,  New 
Haven,  Buffalo,  Erie  and  Cleveland.    The  juice  will  be  packed  in  half-pint 
and  quart  containers,  and  be  delivered  in  milk  wagons  and  trucks  equipped 
for  icing,  according  to  this  dispatch. 

In  this  connection,   it  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  one  of  the 
large  dairy  companies  in  Washington,  D.O.,  has  arranged  to  distribute  this 
frozen  orange  juice  to  its • customers,  beginning. this  Saturday. 


P.  S.  Kinsey  left  New  York  City  this  morning  for  Crystal  Springs,  Miss., 
where  he  will  supervise  shipping-point  inspection  work  on  vegetables. 


Apr.  1,  1930  Eive-year  Avg. 
U£1,..:0  845,000 
h,  790.  000         U,  920, 000 
1,555,000  1,077,000 
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lno .    ABOUT  5,000  CARS  0?  POTATOES  LE?T  117  IDAHO 

Below  are  quoted  parts  of  a  letter  of  April  5  from  L.  C,  Tate, 
at  Idaho  Falls:- 

"Potatoes  have  had  three  advances  and  three  declines  in  value  during 
•the  last  three  weeks,   each  advance  and  decline  mounting  to  about  an  equal 
scale.    This  week  the  slump  erne  early  and  today  the  market  has  been  excep- 
tionally draggy  and  weak.    Loadings  are  probably  heavy,  due  largely  to  the 
fact  the t  considerable  stock  is  going  out  on  previous  sales.    But  farmers 
are  very  reluctant  to  consider  the  acceptance  of  current  values,  and  it  is 
Likely  that  loadings  will  drop  off  sharply  next  week, 

"There  are  many  guesses  as  to  what  rear ins  to  be  shipped  from  Idaho, 
Lower  Valley  holdings  are  undoubtedly  limited,  but  may  still  .amount  to  2  ,000 
cars,  the  estimate  for  the  entire  State  being  5*000  to  6,000  carloads  * 
Dealers  look  for  a  much  slower  movement  in  May  than  they  are  having  at  pres- 
ent, as  regards  volume  of  loadings.    Current  averages  of  daily  shipments  run 
well  up  toward  200  carloads,  but  it  is  thought  in  most  quarters  that  the 
State  will  drop  off  to  75  or  100  cars  drily  by  May  1. 

"Rurals  were  very  active  early  this  week,  reaching  a  top  of  $1  cash- 
track  on  Monday.    Prices  were  fairly  well  sustained  in  the  face  of  a  sharp 
decline  on  Pus  sets  Thursday.    This  is  the  first  time  within  my  knowledge  that 
Rural s  have  brought  better  prices  than  Russets  at  Idaho  loading  points." 

2b.     0III0N  PROSPECTS  III  COACHELLA  VALLEY 

The  following  letter  on  onions  in  southern  California  was  written  by 
Walter  Kingsbury,  of  the  Los  Angeles  office,  on  ^pril  10.     It  is  of  special 
interest  in  connection  with  the  recent  report  of  the  Division  of  Crop  and 
Livestock  Estimates,  which  indicates  a  crop  of  Bermuda  onions  in  southern 
California  exactly  of  the  sane  size  as  that  harvested  last  year,  or  570,000 
bushels 

"In  a  recent  trip  to  the  Coachella  Valley,   I  noted  that  the  onion 
fields  appear  to  be  in  good  condition  with  ppparently  fewer  seed  stems  than 
usual.    This,  I  am  told,   is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  growers  planted  later 
this  season,  In  order  to  avoid  this  trouble,  which  is  \isually  quite  serious. 
The  season  will  be  later  on  this  account,  the  first  cars  probably  moving 
about  May  1. 

"The  Coachella  Valley  rppears  to  be  gradually  going  out  of  the  pic- 
ture as  an  onion-producing  section,  due  to  the  competition  of  Texas  and  to 
unsatisfactory  returns  in  recent  years.  It  is  estimated  that  probably  not 
more  than  500  cars  will  be  shipped  this  year,  as  compared  with.  SUl  in  1530 
and  1,3^1  cars  in  1929. 

"Probably  90%  of  these  will  consist  of  Yellow  Bermudas  and  the  re- 
mainder White  Wax.    The  White  Wax  onion  is  rapidly  losing  its  popularity  in 
this  district,  because  of  the  lighter  yields  obtadned  and  the  greater  lia- 
bility to  sun-scald." 

LOWER  RIO- GRANDE  VALLEY  OP  TEXAS  expects  a  crop  of  only  77S,00O 
bushels  of  potatoes  this  spring,  or  just  half  as  many  as  last  season.  The 
Florida  potato  crop  Is  estimated  at  2,930,000  bushels,  an  increase  of  20^. 
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3b .    FARM  HSWS  FROM  COLORADO 

Two  portionsoof  a.  letter  of  April  11  from  Bryce  Morris,  of  the 
Denver  office,  are  quoted  below:- 

"Various  shippers  and  dealers  in  the  northern  Colorado  section  have 
reported  an  extremely  heavy  truck  movement  of  potatoes  the  past  winter,  on 
account  of  open  weather  and  50 od  roads  with  the  exception  of  the  "big  bliz- 
zard late  in  March.    Estimates  on  the  movement  of  potatoes  by  this  method 
range  from  600  to  1,000  cars.    Trucks  are  reported  moving  east  to  Topeka, 
Kansas;  southeast  to  Kansas  and, Oklahoma,  and  south  into  New  Mexico  and  the 
panhandle  of  Texas.    There  is  no  doubt  that  northern  Colorado  as  whole  pro- 
duced 6,000  cars  of  potatoes,  and  the  carlot  shipments  will  equal  or  exceed 
5,000  cars,  besides  the  truck  movement.     In  ordinary  seasons  a  good  portion 
moves  by  truck,  but  the  1930-31  movement  has  been  exceptionally  heavy. 

.  "Precipitation  up  to  April  1  was  slightly  above  normal  for  the  sea- 
son arid  farmers  ha,ve  had  almost,  an  ideal  year  to  prepare  their  ground  for 
crops." 

Ub.    A  NEW  MIXED-CAR  FREIGHT  BATE  ON -TEXAS  VEGETABLES 

C.  D.  Schoolcraft  sent  the  following  important  report  from  Browns- 
ville in  a  letter  of  April  9:~ 

"A  factor  of considerable  importance  to  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley 
shippers  and  one  that  will  likely  serve  to  increase  mixed-car  shipments 
of  vegetables  from  this  section  is  the  adoption,  effective  April  7»  of  a 
new  mixed-car  rate  on  vegetables  from  the  Valley. 

"Under  this  regulation,  each  lot  of  vegetables  in  a  mixed  car  shall 
carry  its  own  rate,  rather  than  the  entire  car  carrying  the  rate  of  the 
highest  commodity,  as  was  the  case  under  the  old  system.    These  rates  are 
effective  to  points  east  of  a  line  drawn  roughly  from  the  northwest  corner 
of  Texas  through  Grand  Island,  Nebraska,  and  then  north  through  Minneapolis, 
This  territory  now  receives  the  bulk  of  the  mixed-vegetable  shipments  from 
the  Valley.     Shipments  to  western  points  are  not  affected  by  this  ruling. 
It  is  believed  that  this  new  regulation  will  open  ma.ny  of  the  smaller  mar- 
kets to  Rio  Grande  Valley  vegetables. 

"Under  the  old  rates, in  a  car  carrying  a  half  load  of  cabbage  and  a 
half  load  of  other  vegetables,  for  example,  the  cabbage  carried  the  vegetable 
rate,  or  a  rate    varying  from  16^  per  cwt.  to  Fort  Worth  up  to  3^  Per  cw*« 
to  Boston  above  the  rate  on  a  straight  load  of  cabbage.    The  difference  be- 
tween the  potato  and  vegetable  rate  was  slightly  greater  than  that  between 
cabbage  and  vegetables.     It  is  generally  felt  here  that  this  rate  penalty 
placed  on  potatoes  and  cabbage  in  mixed  cars  under  the  old  system  has  re- 
tarded the  movement  of  mixed  cars  into  some  markets,  especially  since  in 
many  mixed  carstiff  these  commodities  makes  up  the  major  portion  of  the  load." 


5b .    TT70  SUMMARIES  ISSUED 

Two  additional  summaries  of  field  deals  have  been  issued  this  week:- 
"Marketing  Strawberries  from  the  Ozark  Section 'of  Missouri,  193^ 

Season,"  by  L.  C.  Tate. 
"Marketing  Texas  Tomatoes,  I93O  Season,"  by  I.  D.  Googe. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  expects  30,000  tons  of  cabbage  this  spring,   or  just 
the  same  as  last. year.     The  Virginia  crop  is  decreased  this  season. 
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b b .    FIRST  CHERRIES  ARRIVING  PROM  CALIFORNIA 

E.  R.  Biddle,   of  the  New  York  City  office,   sent  the  following  report 
in  a  letter  dated  April  13:- 

"The  first  cherries  of  the  season  arrived  and  were  sold  today  at 
auction.     The  lot  consisted  of  four  boxes.     One  box  was  of  the  Burbank 
variety,  12-row,  and  sold  at  $4.8>7l|.    Another  was  of  loose  pack  and  named 
'China  Cherry.'     This  sold  for  $1.05.     Two  boxes  of  cherries,  which  were 
unnamed  and  packed  with  quart  cartons,   sold  at  .$2.50  per  box." 

7b,    POTATOES  AND  ONIONS  DELAYED  IN  S0UTK5RN  TDXAS 

Interesting  news  on  southern  Texas  vege '  ••■  :le  crops  is  contained  in 
the  following  letter  of  April  12  from  CD.  Schoolcraft,  at  Brownsville 

"Rains  on  Friday  throughout  all  the  vegetable  growing  districts  of 
this  territory  were  of  distinct  benefit  to  crops  but  very  materially  re- 
duced loadingson  Friday  and  Saturday.     Loadings  of  all  vegetables  last  week 
averaged  about  5^  errs  per  day  less  than  for  the  same  week  last  year.  This 
is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  later  potato  and  onion  seasons  this  year 
and  also  by  lighter  shipments  of  beans. 

"About  120  cars  of  potatoes  were  forwarded  last  week.    Prices  held 
steady  at  the  figure  set  the  fore  part  of  the  week,  but  demand  v/as  rather 
slow  until  Friday.    On  Friday  and  Saturday,  demand  was  fairly  good  and, 
due  to  light  loadings,   some  orders  could  not  be  filled.    Because  of  the 
great  variation  of  the  size  this  year,   shippers  have  made  three  size  classi- 
fications and  are  quoting  on  the  basis  of  these  sizes.    Potatoes  of  straight 
U.S.  No.  1  size  are  selling  mostly  at  $3*5^  Per  cwte,  usual  terms,  and  those 
sizing  lg-inch  minimum  with  over  60$  U.S.  No.  1  size  are  selling  mostly  at 
$3.    Stock  failing  to  meet  this  lower-size  classification  is    hard  to  sell 
and  is    mostly  being  rolled.     Shipments  next  week  will  likely  be  from  200 
to  25O  cars. 

"Onion  movement  from  the  Raymondville  district  continued  light. 
Only  56  errs  have  been  shipped  from  that  district  and  the  Valley  to  date, 
compared  with  278  last  year.    Demand  has  been  moderate,  with  usual-terms 
prices  on  Yellow  Bermudas  ranging  $1.10— $.1.25  Per  crate  and  Wax  $1.6 5-$  1.75* 
Most  of  the  stock  is  now  making  Commercial  Grade,  although,  some  is  rather 
immature  as  yet.    Perk  of  the  movement  from  the  Raymondville  district  may 
be  expected  during  the  week  of  the  20th.    Shippers  here  have  no  confidence 
in  the  market  holding  up,  as  soon  as  Laredo  and  Crystal  City  start  shipping. 

"Demand  for  beans  has  been  very  good,  but  haulings  have  been  light. 
Only  12  straight  cars  were  shipped  during  the  week.     Trackers  have  been 
coming  in  and  buying  direct  from  the  farmers  at  prices  above  what  the  market 
warranted  shippers  to  pay.    This  condition  has  kept  the  market  in  an  ■un- 
settled condition.     Stringless  beans  are  selling  at  $2.75_$3  Per  bushel, 
usual  terms. 

"The  market  has  been  draggy  and  prices  about  unchanged  on  other 
vegetables.    Cabbage  shipments  are  dropping  off,  but  there  will  likely  be 
a  fair  volume  of  cabbage  forwarded  during  the  balance  of  this  month." 

A  BUMPER  CROP  OF  GREEN  PSAS  is  forecast  for  parts  of  California  out- 
side the  Imperial  Valley.    About  2,4 86,000  bushels  are  expected,  compared 
with  1,613,000  last  spring.    Both  acreage  and  yield  per  acre  are  increased. 
Growers  of  green  peas  in  five  late  shipping  States  are  planning  a  small 
incree.se  of  acreage  this  year. 
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Sb .    WARM  WEATHER  REPORTED  IF  MICHIC-AN 

R.  1.  Keller  sent  the  following  letter  of  April  11  from  the  office 
at  Grand  Rapids:-  •  ■ 

"The  first  real  warn  weather  made  its  appearance  in  Michigan  daring 
the  pcsjt  vreek.    Hie  advent  of  spring  is  fine  for  everything  but  the  heavy 
carry-over  of  late  onions .    Dealers  and  farmers  report  a  lot  of  sprouting. 
The  denand  for  onions  has  been  very  light,  as  receivers  everywhere  are 
'Cleaning  up  on  old  stock,  preparatory  to  the  novenent  of  Texas'  new  crop;  so 
Michigan  shipments  have  been  fairly  light „    Because  of  the  wide  range  in 
quality  and  the  waning  season,  most  of  the  buyers  have  left  for  Texas,  Ship- 
ments for  the  State  now  total  5,2^3  ears,  as  against  2,951  a  year  ago. 

"Seed  potatoes  are  now  moving  freely  and  mount  to  about  ^>0fo  of  the 
total  shipments  for  the  week.'  Movement  of  tab]     stock  also  picked  up  a 
little.  potato  shipments  to  date  are  2,23:+  cars,  compared  with  4,  $12 

a  year  ago." 

9b .    A  LATE  FROST  KIT  SOUTHERN  FLORIDA  BEAITS 

What  is  probably  his 'last  letter  of  the  season  from  Miami,  Florida 
was  written  by  V.  H.  Nicholson  on  April  11;  it  is  published  below.    He  ex- 
pects, to  move  today  to  Belle  Glade,  near  the  Lake:- 

"A  late  frost  hit  sections  of  the  Lake  Okeechobee  district  both  Tu.es- 
day  and  Wednesday  nights  of  this  week.    According  to  estimates  of  growers 
and  shippers,  from  1,000  to  1,500  acres  of  beans  were  killed,  mostly  in  the 
Belle  Glade  area.    Most  of  the  beans  killed  were  planted  on  cold  land,  quite 
a  distance  from  the  Lake,  and  had  been  planted  only  a  few  weeks.    Damage  to 
tomatoes  was  slight.    The  movement  of  beans  from  the 'Lake  section  is  slowly 
increasing  and',  according  to  present  indications,  the  perk  is  expected  dur- 
ing the  first  week  in  May. 

"The  tomato  market  has  been  extremely  dull,  and  very  few  sales  have 
been  made.    Quality  of  most  shipments  is  still  rather  ordinary,  and  it  seens 
that  the  Homestead  section  will  ship  few  good  tomatoes  this  season.  Movement 
from  that  area  will  be  rather  light  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.  Toma- 
toes from  the  Everglades  section  may  start  during  the  week  of  April  20,  but 
movement  will  be  light  until  after  May  1." 


1 0b .    A  HEW  PROCESS  FOR  PRESERVING  CITRUS  FRUITS 

The  following  information  was  received  in  a  letter  of  April  10 
from  E.  F.  Willson,  at  Winter  Haven,  Florida:- 

"An  interesting  experiment  was  started  at  Howey-in-the-Hills, 
Florida  on  April  S.    Approximately  1,000  boxes  of  grapefruit,  oranges  and 
tangerines  were  stored  in  a,  large'  steel  tank,  which  was  sealed  and  flooded 
with  an  inert  -ga.s  after  the  air  had  been  expelled.     'The  success  of  this 
non-refrigerating,  anti-oxidation  process  will  be  determined  when  the  tank 
is  opened  in  August.     Two  additional  tanks  will  be  filled  in  the  preserving 
test.     This  experiment  will  determine  whether  there  are  possibilities  of 
successful  preservation  of  citrus  fruits  on  a  commercial  scale." 

ALABAMA  CABBAGE  this  season  may  total  11,900  tons,  or  about  50$  more 
than  last  spring.    Louisiana  and  Mississippi  also  expect  material  increases 
over  last  year,  with  16,000  tons  in  Louisiana  and  lU,600  in  Mississippi. 
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lib.    RECEITT  MEWS  ON  S OUTEERIT  FLORIDA  CROPS 

On  April  7>  V.  H.  Ficholson  sent  the  following  report  on  vegetables 
from  Miami,  Florida:- 

"Rain  over  most  of  the  southern  Florida  vegetable  sections  last  week 
retarded  movement  of  tomatoes  but  did  not  affect  the  bean  and  pepper  ship- 
ments to  any  great  extent.    The  rain  on  Wednesday  was  followed  by  a  rather 
high  wind,  which  whipped  the  t omat o  vines  in, practically  all  sections. 
Yields  will  probably  not  be  cut  very  much,  but  the  fruit  will  be  scarred, 
and  it  will  be  necessary  to  grade  rather  closely. 

"The  rains,  winds,  frost  and  generally  unfavorable  weather  this  sea- 
son have  about  ruined  the  early  tomato  crop.     It  begins  to  appear  very  much 
as  if  the  spring  movement  from  this  section  will  be  only  one-third  to  one- 
half  that  of  last  season.    Probably  Dade  County  will  ship  not  more  than  600 
or  700  cars  of  tomatoes  the  remainder  of  this  season.    Most  of  these  will 
move  during  this,  month  and  the  .first  two  weeks  in  May.    Assuming  that  fav- 
orable weather  prevails  during  the  next  six  or  seven  weeks,  the'  tomato  move- 
ment from  the  Lake  Okeechobee  section  will  amount  to  about  $00  cars.  Ship- 
ments from  the  Vero-Fort  Pierce  section  are  expected  to  start  around  April 
20  and  the  Palmetto  section  is  expected  to  start  about  May  1.    Total  Florida 
movement  will  be  light  until  about  May  1,  or  until  after  these  other  sections 
start  shipping. 

"The  bean  crop  escaped  serious  damage  from  the  unfavorable  weather, 
although  quality  of  practically  all  shipments  has  been  only  fair  to  ordinary. 
Shipments  last  week  averaged  over  20  cars  drily  or  the  heaviest  since  the 
frosts  in  early  December,  and  about  twice  as  many  as  a  year  ago.     ^'he  bean 
acreage  in  the  Lake  Okeechobee  section  is  about  the  same  as  last  season, 
and  the  crop  is  now  in  fair  condition.    Movement  from  the  Lrke  section  is 
expected  to  increase  and  the  heaviest  movement  will  come  a tout  the  first 
week  in  May.    Shipments  will  be  about  finished  by  May  10  to  15. 

"The  pepper  crop  around  Pompano  also  suffered  from  the  rains  and 
winds,    duality  of  most  shipments  has  been  rather  ordinary  this  week  and 
the  price  to 

growers  has  declined  to  $ 3 ♦  50-*$^ •    Much  of  the  stock  is  rather  small,  and 
Choice  is  now  being  discounted  about  ^1.25  instead  of  the  usual  $1.  Ship- 
ments will  probably  decrease  slightly  this  week,  but  increase  toward  the 
end  of  this  month.    Movement  may  extend  until  June,  providing  the  weather 
and  market  conditions  are  favorable." 

1 2b .    HALF- CRATES  HOW  EE  DIG  USED  FOR  SOME  TEXAS  VEGETABLES 

A.  B.  Farlinger,   of  the  Cleveland  office,   sent  the  following  report 
under  date  of  ^£>vil  3l~ 

"The  half-crate  container  is  becoming  very  popular  on  this  market 
and,  within  the  past  few  weeks,  an  increasing  number  of  Texas  shipments, 
especially  of  beets  and  carrots,  have  been  received  in  this  small  crate. 
It  is  2k  inches  long,  13  inches  wide  and  3  inches  in  depth,  outside  measure- 
ments, and  is  of  about  one  bushel  capacity.  Local  receivers  advise  that 
the  trade  likes  this^package  very  much,  a.nd  often  they  find  it  easier  to 
sell  a  customer  two'/^crates  ra.ther  than  one  large  wo  stern-  type  lettuce  crate. 
Hany  of  their  customers  are  now  calling  for  this  small-type  package, 

"Beets  and  carrots  are  generally  packed  about  three  dozen  bunches 
to  the  crate,  compared  with  about  five  dozen  in  the  lr,rge  crate.    A  couple 
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of  shipments  of  Texas  cabbage  were  received,  in  this  small-type  crate  but 
did  not  prove  very-  popular,  as  the  trade  prefers  the  western  lettuce  crate 
for  crbbage.    Possibly,   if  cabbrge  had  been  selling  at  high  prices,  this 
small  container  night  have  net  with  a  greater  demand t 

"The  present  trend  on  the  market  is  for  smaller-sized  containers, 
and  it  appears  as  if  this  snail  crate  will  prove  very  popular  for  certain 
commodities  and  becone  nore  widely  used  in  the  future." 

13b.     DUPLICATES  OF  AIL  FISLD-STATIOH  FILING  LISTS  MUST 
BE  SSHT  TO  WASHINGTON 
Attention  of  all  field  nen  is  called  to  Paragraph  5S7  of  the  P.  &  V. 
■Market  Hbyts  Handbook,  which  states  that  tape  lists  of  the  nailing  list  at 
each  field  office  -oust  be  forwarded  to  Washington  at  the  close  of  each  field 
station,  as  a  necessary  precaution  in  case  addr essograph  plates  are  lost. 
This  has  not  been  followed  by  all  field  nen,  and,  when  about  two-thirds  of 
the  addressograph  plates  for  an  important  field  station  were  recently  lost, 
we  found  that  we  had  no  duplicate  list  for  replacement .    All  field  men  are 
requested  to  attend  to  this  regularly  hereafter.    Several  rolls  of  computing- 
machine  paper  are  being  sent  to  each  man  for  this  purpose,  and  additional 
supplies  can  be  ordered  as  needed. 

lUb .    A  REVISED  PAGE  OP  THE  HANDBOOK,  PARAGRAPHS  592-605 

With  this  D.L.,  there  is  being  sent  to  all  market  news  men  a  revised 
page  of  the  handbook,  Paragraphs  592-605 .    The  former  Paragraph  5  56  has  been 
omitted,  and  instead,  under  the  subtitle  of  "Cifcularization, "  there  has  been 
added  a  paragraph  to  cover  instructions  issued  by  letter  to  all  field  men 
sone  nonths  ago.    This  paragraph  now  replaces  the  forner  Paragraph  59S.  If 
any  market  news  nan  does  not  receive  this  revised  pa.ge,  please  advise  the 
Washington  office  at  once. 


1 5b .     SUED'U  INCREASE  IN  LOUISIANA  BERRY  MOVEMENT 

E_.  L.  Sutton  sent  the  following  information  in  a  letter  of  April 
bU  from  ^ammond:- 

"  After  heaving  progressed  in 'a  rather  light  way,  the  movement  of 
Lo-aisiana  strawberries  took  a  decided  jump  at  the  beginning  of  this  week, 
with  over  100  cars  shipped  yesterday,  April  13«  The  indications  now  are 
that  between  U00  and  500  cars  will  be  shipped  this  week,  Hb  one  antici- 
pated the  heavy  loadings  that  occurred  yesterday.  Up  until  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  most  of  those  who  are  in  close  touch  with  the  leadings 
underestimated  the  final  outturn. 

"In  the  cars  as  offered  on  the  auction  last  night,   there  was  not 
much  variation,  because  the  quality  and  condition  of  the  fruit  from  the 
entire  district  was  exceptionally  good.    The  berries  are  now  showing  a 
good  color.     One  buyer  remarked  after  the  auctions  last  night,  that,  al-v 
though  he  had  been  coming  to  Hoxmond  for  about  15  years,  he  had  never  wit- 
nessed  an  auction  which  followed  a  more  even  trend  than  the  two  that  had 
just  finished. 

"Everything  shipped  from  this  district  ,  is  inspected  by  experienced 
shipping-point  inspectors  under  a  Federal-State  agreement." 
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l6"b.     VEGETABLE  IISW5  FROM  FLORIDA  TOST  COAST 

Below  is  published  the  first  letter  written  by  R.  M.  Peterson  iron  the 
field  station  at  Bradenton,  Florida,  on  April  13:- 

11  The  spring  crop  of  Manatee-Sarasota  c elery  is'  showing,  a  high  percentage 
of  seed  stalks,  and  cutting  is  getting  under  way  as  rapidly  as  possible.  From 
125  to  150  cars  are  expected  this  week,  with  approximately  the  same  movement 
next  week.     Shipments  thereafter  will  be  considerably  lighter  and  the  season 
will  end  earlier  than  usual.     Shippers  are  not  inclined  to  accept  the  low  offers 
being  made  today,  and  are  rolling  most  of  the  cars  unsold,  expecting  to  put 
some  cars  in  storage  -and  to  hold  the  others  off  the  markets  as  long  as  possible. 

"Cucumbers  from  the  Wauchula  section  are  progressing  very  slowly,  and, 
according  to  present  indications,  no  carlots  will  be  shipped  before  the  last 
week  of  April.    A  few  crates  were  picked  today,  ana  by  Saturday  there  should 
be  from  50  to  75  crates  harvested  from  the  trough-protected  fields.    Of  the  S00 
to  1,000  acres  estimated  for  this  section,  only  50  to  75  acres  were  protected; 
so  it  is  not  likely  that  there  will  be  any'  heavy  movement  until  well  into  June, 
he  Bushnell-Centerhill  district  is  expected  to  load  one  car  of  cucumbers  today 
but  will  not  have  more  than  an  occasional  car  for  a  week  or  10  days,  after  which 
the  loadings  should  increase  quite  rapidly." 

17b.     wESTERH  HEW  YORK  MARKET  DULL 

A.  L.  Thomas  sent  the  following  information  in  a  letter  of  April  lU  from 
Rochester :- 

"The  movement  of  apples  dropped,  off  considerably  during  the  past  two 
weeks  and  is  now  averaging  around  20  cars  daily.    There'  has  been  very  little 
trading,  as  most  dealers  are  holding  for  higher  prices,    f.o.b.  sales  this  week 
were  confined  mostly  to  Baldwins,  although  there  were  a  few  mixed  cars  of  St arks 
sold.    The  export  demand  has  been  very  light,  and  some  of  the  stock  now  packed 
in  barrels  for  this  trade  is  being  repacked  into  bushels  for  the  domestic  trade. 
The  movement  this  season  has  filled  1^,915  cars,  compared  with  S,401  last  sea- 
son to  this  date. 

"The  demand  for  potatoes  slowed  up  this  week  and  f ,o.b.  prices  declined 
about  5  cents.    Most  dealers  feel  that  the  market  is  showing  a  temporary  weak- 
ness, but  they  expect  a  reaction  shortly.    Haulings  from  growers  to  country 
dealers  have  been  retarded  greatly,  due  to  the  prevailing  price  of  S0^-S5^  per 
bushel.    Most  of  the  growers  are  holding  for  $1  per  bushel. 

"There  has  been  practically  no  demand    or  trading  in  carrots.  Holdings 
in  both  growers'  and  dealers'  hands  are  heavy,  and  it  hot;  appears  that  many 
carrots  will  be  dumped." 

lgb.    UNLOAD  TOTALS  OF  SEASONAL  PRODUCTS 

In  the  first  table  of  each  monthly  unload  reijort,  please  do  not  specifi- 
cally list  any  commodity  for  which  no  unloads  are  of  record  for  .the  current 
month  or  the  same  month  during  the  two  preceding  years.    For  example,-  such 
products  as  asparagus,  strawberries,  grapes,  etc.,   should  be  listed  only  during 
the  months  when  there  pre  receipts.    However,   in  order  that  the  tabulations 
showing  total  unloads  since  January  1  may  be  complete,   such  commodities  should 
be  grouped  in  the  final  item  of  the  tcble  as  "Others"  and  the  combined  total 
for  "Others"  given.    Each  office  should  also  maintain  a  record  of  the  totals-to- 
date  of  each  commodity,   so  that  for  those  which  reappear  later  in  the  year  the 
individual  totals  since  January  1  will  be  available. 
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1 9no .    LAREDO  ONION  SEAS  Oil  OPENING  SLOWLY 

The  first  letter  of  the  season  regarding  onions  in  the  Laredo  district 
of  Texas  came  from  W.  D.  Googe  under  date  of  April  11?- 

11  The  Laredo  onion  deal  has  been  delayed  by  cool  weather,  only  lh  cars 
having  been  shipped  to  date,  as  against  90  to  the  same  date  last  year. 
Friday  was  featured  by  a  cool  rain  which  lasted  all  dry,  and  only  one  car  was 
forwarded.    The  early  shipments  have  been  of  the  usual  ordinary  qurlity  and 
have  been  quoted  as  Commercial  Grade.    However,  most  of  them  have  not  been 
certified  by  the  inspection  service  and  the  grade  of  the  stock  has  been  un- 
certain. 

"Quotations  have  been  going  out  at  mostly  31.25  for  Yellow  Bermudas 
and  $1 .75  f°r  Crystal  Wax,  f.o.b.  usual  terms,  for  commercial  stock  in  either 
standard  crates  or  50-pound  sacks.    Shippers  report  that  offers  range  from 
25^  to  HOV  lower  than  these  prices,  and  as  a  result  practically  all  cars  have 
been  rolled  for  delivered  sales. 

"Quality  of  this  season's  crop  is  reported  to  be  spotted.    As  a  whole, 
the  yield  will  be  lighter  than  last  year.    With  a  20^  increase  in  acreage, 
it  is  doubtful  whether  the  car lot  shipments  vill  equal  those  of  193°,  unless 
growing  conditions  and  market  conditions  show  considerable  improvement." 

20b .    OPTIMISM  SHOWN  IN  SALINAS-WATSONVILLE  LETTUCE  SEASON 

L.  H.  Howard,  of  the  California  Department  of  Agriculture,  wrote  in 
part  as  follows  in  a  letter  of  April  10  from  Salinas:- 

"With  the  f.o.b.  cash-track  market  strong  today  at  $2.50  and  an  oc- 
casional car  of  outstanding  merchandise  as  high  as  $2.75j  the  'Salinas  Watson- 
ville  -spring  lettuce  deal  is  off  to  a  beginning  as  auspicious  as  even  the 
most  Optimistic  could  have  hoped  for.    The  situation  is  quite  contrary  to 
that  of  last  year,  when  local  shippers  were  at  this  time  holding  back  on 
ready  acreage  for  the  wind-up  of  the  Phoenix  season. 

"At  present  there  is  a  wide  range  in  quality.    Early  surveys  brought 
hopeful  reports  for  unusually  good  spring  lettuce,  and  generally  good  stands 
presaged  favorable  yields.    Mother  Nature,  however,  stepped  in  to  trke  a 
hand  and  partially  obliterate  these  hopes.    Anticipated  rains  did  not  mater- 
ialize and  this  brought  about  almost  complete  loss  to  some  2,000  acres  of  dry 
farm  lettuce;  a  few  6-dozen  sizes  may  be  salvaged.    Expected  rain  also  caused 
some  growers  to  defer  irrigating;  their  fields,  watered  too  late,  show  ef- 
fects of  this  delay.    Then  unusually  hot  weather,  particularly  during  the 
fore  part  of  this  week  when  temperatures  ran  to  §0°,  has  taken  a  severe  toll 
in  the  fields.    Some  tip-burn  is  already  apparent  and  solidity  is  lacking, 
with  most  present  cuttings  running  firm  to  fairly  firm,   some  hard.  Wire- 
worm  infestation  is  noticeable  in  some  of  the  younger  plantings,  and  blight 
is  affecting  many  fields.    Sizes  are  running  heavily    to  5's>  with  an  abund- 
ance of  6»s;  the  4  dozen's  are  held  at  a  premium.     Some  loadings  have  graded 
U.S.  No..  1,  with  several  85$  cars,  but  shippers,  in  most  cases,  have  gained 
these  certificates  at  the  expense  of  heavy  culling.    Yields  to  date  have  been 
very  light;  and  are  expected  to  run  light  for  the- spring  deal." 

B .  C .  B 0REE , 
Specialist  in  Market  News 
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Station 


ROCHESTER,  N.Y.,** 
310  Triangle  Bldg. 


PRESETS  ISLE,  ME.,** 

Hedrich  Block 

IDAHO  FALLS,  M„ 
230  federal  Bldg. 

WINTER  HAVEN,  FLA.,** 
DeI7itt~Taylor  Bldg. 

GRAIL  RAP IDS ,  MICH . , *  * 
4l2  P.O.  Bldg. 

BROWNS  7 ILLE ,  TEXAS ,  *  * 
Chancer  of  Corraerce 


HAMMOND,  LA., 

P.O.  Bldg. 
LAREDO,  TEXAS** 

Charfoer  of  Connerce 
HASTINGS,  FLA.** 
CRYSTAL  CITY,  TEXAS** 
BRADEITT01T,  FLA.** 
BELLE  GLADE,  FLA.** 


Mail. 
List 


^37 


S42 
SI45 

920 
S95 
931 


S02 

SOI 

851 

S67 
S50 
937 


In  Charge 


A .  L .  Thoiuas 
H.  S.  Duncan 


W.  D.-  Hull 
L.  C.  Tate 


Reports 


:  First 
: Bullet in 


: Probably 
twill  close 


Pears* 

.Apples 

Onions* 

Carrots 

^aooage'1* 

Celery* 

caches* 
Grapes* 
Potatoes 
Potatoes 


Potatoes 


•:  Sept.  3 
Sept.  3 
Sept .  3 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  S 
Sept.  23 
Oct.  6 
SeptT  11 


H. 

F. 

Willson 

Citrus 

Oct, 

1 

:  June  6 

R. 

E, 

Keller 

Apples* 

Oct . 

24 

:  Nov .  7* 

Onions 

Oct  a 

24 

;  Apr.  15 

Potatoes 

UC  0  , 

oh 

D, 

Schoolcraft 

Cabbage 

Jan . 

5 

;  May  19 

Spinach* 

Jan, 

5 

;  Mar.  7* 

■Beets 

Jan* 

5 

:  May  15 

Carrots 

Jan  0 

6 

'  May  1 5 

Beans 

Mar. 

20 

•  May  15 

Potatoes 

Mar , 

30 

'  May  15 

:  Onions 

Apr. 

6 

Apr .  30 

Tomatoes 

Apr . 

27 

R. 

L. 

Sutton  : 

"^tbr". 

Mar . 

26"" 

May  1§" 

I. 

D. 

Googe  : 

Onions 

Apr. 

6 

:  May  23 

B. 

V 
&m 

Surry  ■ 

Potatoes 

Apr. 

s 

i  ^ay  20 

R. 

G. 

Risser  ; 

Onions 

Apr. 

14. 

Hay  23 

R. 

M, 

Peterson 

Vegs . _ 

Apr. 

13 

;  J'??-y.29.. 

V. 

w 

Nicholson 

"Bean's 

"AprV 

"20"" 

May  Id 

Peppers 

Apr . 

20 

May  16 

1'onatoes 

.  Apr. 

20 

,  May  lG 

iTov.  3* 
May  29 
Apr.  11* 
May  1 
Mar.  2S* 
Jan.  10* 
Oct.  4* 
Oct.  29* 
May  29 

'Apr  vyo" 


Sept.  15  I  May  2 


The  following  stations  probably  yd  11  open  on  dates  indicated: 


CHADBOURN,  N.C.**  |S05  ;  A. 

BRAWLEY,  CALIF.**  -SOS  :  A. 


M.  McDowell 
E.  Prugh 


Stbr. 

Cants, 


May  1 
Apr.  27 


May  16 
July  11 


-L'he  following  stations  closed  on  dates  indicated: 


MIAMI,  FLA.,** 
Realty  Bldg. 


937 


V.  H.  Nicholson 


Beans 

Peppers 

Tonatoes 


SANFORD,  FLA.,** 

■910 

:  ^ a 

B .  Owens 

•  Celery 

:  Jan,  26 

:  Apr.  IS 

City  Hall  Bldg. 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.,** 
602  Security  Bldg. 

•S15 

:  A. 

E,  Prugh 

I  Lettuce 

:  Mar.  IS 

:  Apr.  13 

Nov.  17 
Dec.  19 
Jan,  lb 


Apr . 
Apr . 


16 
16 
16 


**  State  cooperating 


W.  F.  Cox  at  San  Francisco 
J.  B,  Owens  at  Sanford,  Fla. 


*  Reports  discontinued 
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1     INSPECTION  SERVICE  1 

1  c .    GRAPEFRUIT  INSPECTION  WORK  IN  PORTO  RICO  MAZING-  GOOD  PROGRESS 

Below  is  published  the  first  letter  to  be  received  iron  A.  S.  Mason, 
Supervising  Inspector  in  Porto  Rico.     It  was  dated  April  11  at  San  Juan:- 

irI  had  intended  writing  you  before,  but  have  been  exceedingly  busy, 
out  in  the  country  from  early  in  the -morning' until  late  at  night,  attending 
meetings  of  the  growers  or  doing  individual  additional  work  in  various 
packing  houses.    The  packers  here  ore  very  enthusiastic  about  the  work  and 
are  cooperating  to  the  fullest  extent.    Every  packing  house  seems  to  have  a 
different  standard  for  packing  its  fruit,  and  ib  will  be  a  long  tine  before 
they  all  become  unified.  -  But  they  are  all  trying  hard  and,  once  they  get 
the-  idea,  are  sticking  very  closely  to  "the"  grade.    We  have  had  only  two 
certificates  so  far,  covering  total  shipments  of  about  1,600  boxes  of  grape- 
fruit, but  this  week  we  probably  will  inspect  about  5? 000  boxes. 

"No  certificate  has  been  issued,  until  I  have  had  time'  to  spend  at 
the.  packing  houses,   showing  then  what    to  pack  under  the  different  grades, 
I  feel  certain  that  we  have  about  six  packing  houses  now  meeting  the  quality 
requirements  of  the  U.S.  grades.    Monday  we  will  start  with  two  additional 
houses,  and  I  believe  that  by  the  middle  of  the  week  they  also  will  be  pack- 
ing' up  to  the  U.S.  standards. 

"The  two  licensed  inspectors,  who  will  assist  wi±h  this  work,  expect 
to  be  down  here  not  later  than  April  20.    Our  shipment s/xtB  New  York  and 
direct  tc  European  markets  will  be  around  25,000  boxes^y^and  we  shall  inspect 
a  large  portion  of  the  shipments.    After  the  two  inspectors  arrive,  we  shell 
inspect  all  shipments  for  packers  who  have  signed  for  inspection.  Between 
now  and  the  first  of  September  we  hope  to  inspect  about  ^50,000  boxes  of 
oranges,  and  grapefru.it,  mostly  grapefruit.     In  addition,  there  will  be 
between  250,000  and  300,000  boxes  to  inspect  during  the  months  of  September, 
October  and  IT .ov ember .    Florida  by  that  time  generally  cuts  Porto  Rican  sales 
to  a  minimum  on  account  of  the  heavy  production  in  Florida, 

"The  quality, of  the  fruit' here  is  excellent.    A  check  upon  fruit  now 
being  packed  to  U.S.  grades  shows  that  from  -75$ '  to  85$  of  the  stock  meets 
the  requirements  of  the  U.S.  No.  1  grade.   .Less  than  5$  has  to  be  culled, 
the  remainder,  meeting  the  requirements  of  U.S.  No.  1  Russet  or  U.S.  No.  2. 
There  is  very  little  rust  mite  or  Melanose  injury;  therefore  a  very  small 
percentage  of  the  fru.it  is  being  packed  as  Russet.    In  some  parts  of  the 
Island,  there  are  considerable  scars  caused  by  wind,  and  a  large  percentage 
of  stock  from  these  districts  going  in  the  flower  grades  is  on  this  account." 

2c .    FEBRUARY  INSPECTIONS  IN  STATE  OP  WASHINGTON 

In  the.  "Inspection  Letter"  issued  at  Yalcina  on  April  7  appears  the 
following. report  of  shipping-point  inspections  in  Washington  during  the 
month  of  February;   The  total  was. 3, 120^5 

Apples   2,5SS      Pcfcis.-.,:   l°6i 

Mixed  fruit   U      Potatoes   379 

Onions   27      Rhubarb   lo 

Total  inspections  at  Washington  shipping  points  from  July  1,  1S3°> 
to  the  end  of  February  were  140,622g-  carloads.' 
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HSCSIVING-P'OllTT  INSPECT 

IONS  DURING-  MARCH,  1931 

:  Inspections 

:  Inspections: 

Declined 

:  Total 

:  Same  Month 

:       for  ; 

for  Lack 

:  Total 

.Markets 

:;  Inspections 

:  19^0 

;    Carriers  : 

of  Time 

:  Pecs 

Atlanta 

39 

4b 

1 

0 

$      l6S. 50 

Baltimore 

p2 

42 

r 
b 

0 

193.50 

Boston 

oil  C 

2M-0 

0  0  "7 

225 

CO 

09 

0 

J 

849. 63 

Buffalo 

37 

11 

1 

0 

153. 80 

Chicago 

J)4b 

7 

0 

1,4S4.S6 

Cincinnati 

1  7 

1—  f-y 

58 

0 

0 

273.37 

Cleveland 

2b 

24 

2 

0 

142.30 

Columbus 

2b 

22 

Q 

0 

110.47 

"n 

penver 

34 

18 

( ; 

0 

137.00 

Detro  it 

"7  G* 

78 

85 

0 

0 

313.00 

Port  Worth. 

19 

18 

1 

1 

75.50 

Harrisburg 

4 

0 

2 

2 

20.00 

Houston 

19 

25 

0 

0 

76.90 

Indianapolis 

lb 

17 

0 

1 

77.53 

Jacksonville 

91 

49 

1 

0 

364.50 

Kansas  City 

°9 

58 

19 

1 

320.57 

Los  Angeles 

"1  1 — 

15 

12 

2 

0 

57.00 

Memphis 

29 

2b 

20 

0 

125.00 

Milwaukee 

-  59 

44 

2 

0 

227.50 

Minneapolis 

48 

8 

0 

3 

203.97 

Newark 

b3 

59 

9 

3 

250.00 

New  Haven 

44 

51 

3 

0 

207.74 

lew  Orleans 

1  nn 
100 

~)  1  "7 

113 

18 

0 

I89.5O 

New  York 

9b4 

059 

317 

0 

3/495.96 

Norfolk 

22 

14 

3 

0 

86.5O 

Qraaaa 

~7~Z 

73 

19 

12 

0 

284  .  35 

Ph  i  1  ad  e  1  ph  i  a 

17b 

2b4 

1 

0 

576.00 

Pittsburgh 

S3 

171 

13 

0 

333.16 

Portland 

17 

13 

3 

0 

90.00 

Providence 

27 

49 

2 

0 

*  107.00 

Rochester 

12 

4 

0 

0 

46.00 

St.  Loui  s 

92 

88 

13 

0 

388.48 

Salt  Lake  City 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2.50 

San  Prancisco 

±1 

5 

1 

0 

48.20 

Seattle 

2 

5 

0 

0 

9.00 

Springfield 

17 

48 

2 

0 

92.0S 

Toledo 

23 

■  -4 

0 

0 

92.43 

^renton 

1 

9 

0 

0 

4.00 

Tulsa 

1 

0 

0 

11.00 

Washington 

S5 

134 

4 

0 

402.23 

Tfilke  s-Barre 

10 

12 

0 

0 

36 . 50 

TOTAL 

3,134 

2,715 

554 

20 

$12,127.53 

The  following  inspections  were  made  under  agreement  with  the  Northern 
Ohio  Pood  Terminal  at  Cleveland:-  Total  l,7l6:     232  for  Pennsylvania,  12  B.&0., 
1,320  Nickel  Plate,  48  Kroger' s,  l6  Pederal  Cold  Storage. 
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INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  TEE  NAVY  AIID'.  MARINE-  COUPS  DURING  MARCH,  1951 


SYMBOLS 
N  -  NAVY 
M  -  MARINE 
CORPS 

Fruits  rmd 
vegetables 
PASSED 

IHj  O     _LI     j.  H    O-S 1 
1  " 

-L  X  U-  J-  lj  P  ..  C-LiivX 

vegetables 
REJECTED 

J  v   XJ  V_j>  J-fJLX^  V— '      XLXJX  j.L__J  iJJJlij  X  J, 

i      '*       TOT 'AT. 

x  V  X  .ixxJ 

QUANTITY  ■  ' 
TNSPECTED 

"Cuts"  mr.de 

f"  ft    r1  nN'iTil  "xt 

v  U     O  Wi_liJ x,  V 

with  speci- 

■f  i  c  r?  1 1  n  11  s 

1 1  ens 
Bil  1  ed 

XJ  J — 1  L  ULi 

Short- 

We  i  p*h  f. 

STATIONS 

N  M 

N  M 

N-  M 

N  M 

N  M 

GREAT  LAKES 

172256 

0 

1 o4o 

0 

1 7^PQfi 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

HEW  YORK 

lROpqq 

S5965 

3160 

-7125 

l' 

0 

n 

u 

0 

NORFOLK 

0  J  J  J  J  I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

n 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 

77?qli7 

22305 

225 

22530 

7 

0 

0 

SAN  DIEGO 

pqqLi.P1 
....  51954 

i-  wO  -LO 

1317 

3U10^/ 

55251 

27 

0 

0 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

S0460 

56000 

1500 

2000 

5S0OO 

0 

0 

0 

SAN  PEDRO 

46924 

0 

500 

0 

IX7LL2U 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

VALLEJO 

164344 

26496 

13250 

90 

17759*+ 

265S6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

WASHINGTON 

4so 

0 

0 

0 

4  so 

■'  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

209372)4 

240700 

50390 

6792 

2144 114 

247492 

1262 

  34 

0 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  THE  U.  S.  SHIPPING  BOARD 

HEW  YORK 

687^ 

0 

6S74 

0 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADS  FOR  TEE  U.  S.  VETERANS !  HOSPITAL 

CHICAGO 
MILWAUKEE 
NEW- YORK 
PHILADELPHIA 

61801 
15439 
161321 

44591 

21S0 

11234 
34l5 

639S1 
16904 

172555 

4S006 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

TOTALS 

2S3202 

1S244 

501446 

0 

0 

The  New  York  office  also -inspected  the  following:  Fruits    Vegetables  Rejections 

United  States  Lines   

Mans  on  S.S.  Line  

Dollar  Line   

American-France  Line   

American-Diamond  Line   

American-India  Line  

American-Brazil  Line   

Total     

The  Philadelphia  office  also  inspected  for 


Total  :'.  .>f, 

The  S.^n  Pedro  office  also  inspected  the  following 
bread;  256  lbs.  butter;  20  lbs.  cheese;  The  Vallejo  off: 
bread  and  213  lbs.  rolls  for  the  Navy. 


SI  340 

260775 

9795 

10729 

45506 

0 

S77^ 

25960 

S3 

4432 

26195 

27U 

4S13 

2U907 

595 

190 

io4o 

0 

_9Si 

662s 

75 

111259 

391017 

10S22 

4031s 

9. 

40327 

151577 

391026 

5IIU9 

for  the  Navy 
ce  inspected 


:  okf  lbs. 
26,762  lbs, 
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3c .    MARCH  INSPECTION  III  ■  CALIFORNIA 

About  2,653  inspections  were  cade  at  shipping  points  in  California 
during  the  no nth  of  March,  according  to  a  report  in  California  "inspectors1 
Notes"  for  April  3.    Leading  districts  were  as  follows;  31  Centro-Brawley 
1,050;  Santa  Maria  65^;  Los  Angeles  2^0;  San  Jose-Hayward  2,Jr2;  Srn  Diego 
173 ?  San  Francisco  102,  including  k~J  ships ide  inspections. 

E.  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection, 

OFI ICS  NOTES: 

Both  Mr.  She  man  and  Mr.  Butner  are  on  the  program  of  the  Atlantic 
States  Division  of  the  National  Association  of  Marketing  Officials,  which 
neets  in  the  Conference  Room  of  the  Bieber  Building  in  Washington  next 
[Tuesday,  April  21.    Mr.  Sherman  will  speak  on  the  subject:     "Progress  Made 
under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act  and  Supplementary  State 
Legislation  Having  a  Bearing  on  this  Act."    Mr.  Butner  will  discuss  the 
subject:     "Operation  Problems  of  State-Federal  Shipping-Point  Inspection." 
A  number  of  State  men,  holding  cooperative  positions  with  ovoc  Bureau,  are 
expected  to  attend  this  annual  meeting. 

On  his  way  back  from  Minnesota,  Mr.  Sherman  will  stop  at  Cleveland 
this  Saturday  to  confer  with  officials  of  the  Northern  Ohio  Pood  Terminal 
and  representatives  of  the  P.  &  V.  Division.  He  will  be  in  Washington  by 
Sunday . 

Wm.  S.  Lewis  left  Washington  on  Wednesday  evening  for  Columbus, 
Ohio,  where  he  is  conferring  for  a  few  days  with  M.  W.  Baker,  of  the  Colum- 
bus inspection  office,  raid  with  representatives  of  several  canning  companies 
concerning  the  proposed  grades  for  cannery  cherries. 

Simon  Lieberman,  who  has  been,  on  the  Chicago  inspection  staff  for 
some  time,  is  being  transferred  this  week  to  the  New  York  City  staff.  He 
will  handle  the  night  inspection  work  for  the  railway  express  agency,  which 
W.  J.  Zocken  has  been  handling  for  the  past  year  or  more. 

J.  B.  Owens  plans  to  close  the  Sanford  field  station  of  the  Market 
News  Service  this  Saturday,  as  the  bulk  of  the  Florida  celery  crop  has  been 
moved,      Mr.  Owens  will  remain  at  Sanford  for  a  while,  preparing  his  summary 
of  the  season. 

E,  Prugh  issued  his  last  report  on  Arizona  lettuce  at  Phoenix  on 
Mondry  and  proceeded  to  Brawl ey,  Calif.,  pbout  the  middle  of  the  week.  He 
probably  will  begin  issuing  market  reports  on  cantaloupes  about  -"-pril  27. 

G,  W.  Christenson,  of  the  Chicago  inspection  staff,  is  at  Duiuth, 
Minn.,  the  last  three  days  of  this  week,   inspecting  a  large  block  of  apples 
in  cold  storage  at  that  point. 

J.  S,  Bickerson  has  advised  us  that  the  onion  inspection  work  in 
Michigan  and  Indiana  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  this  week. 


UNITED  STATUS  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Vol.  12,  No.  17  April  2H,  1931 

FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LETTER 
(Issued'  every  Friday) 

CONFIDENT IAL 
Not  for  publication 

la.     INTERESTING  REPORT  ON  GRAPEFRUIT  INSPECTIONS  IN  PORTO  RICO 

A.  S.  Mason,  who  recently  went  to  Porto  Rice,  to  supervise  the 
shipping- po int  inspection  work  on  grapefruit  and  oranges,   sent  the  follow- 
ing report  from  San  Juan  in  a  letter  of  April  15t-r 

"The  work  here  continues  to  Toe  in  the  educational  stage;  we  are 
issuing  very  few  certificates.    Starting  next  week,  however,   the  issue  of 
certificates  will  "be  rather  general.    Between  the  20th  and  30th  of  April, 
we  expect  to  inspect  more  than  25,000  "boxes. 

"On  April  25  there  will  he  a  direct  'shipment  from  Sa.n  Juan  to  London 
of  11,000  boxes,  of  which  we  probably  shall  inspect  about  7j500  boxes-. 
Space  has  been  contracted  for  direct  shipments  to  Europe  as  follows: 

April  25  -    11,000  boxes  May  20  -    20,000  boxes 

May  5       -    20,000    »  May  25  -    25,000  » 

These  shipments  will  be  in  addition  to  those  going  to  New  York,  which  should 
be  as  large  if  not  larger.  '  •• 

"Until  the  American  market  materially  improves,  most  of  this  crop 
would  be  exported.     The  Porto  Rican  grapefruit'  is  selling  for  very  good 
prices  in  the  British  Empire,  Germany  and  Erance.    Cable  received  today 
shows  that  the  best  fruit  is  netting  back  f.o.b.  San  Juan  as  high  as  $3*35 
per  box,  second-grade  fruit  netting  as  much  as  $2.3Q»  with  a  general  average 
of  all  first-grade  fruit  around  $208^  and  all  second-grade  fruit  around  $2.3C 

"The  longer  I  am  in  Porto  Rico,  the  uetLei  i  like  it,  and  I  am  not 
at  all  sorry  that  I  came.    The  growers  here  are  giving  us  wonderful  coopera- 
tion and  I  am  sure  that,  within  a  short  time,  most  of  them  will  be  packing 
strictly  U.S.  No.  1  or  UiS.  No.  2  fruit.    Every  suggestion  regarding  grading 
and  packing  is  immediately  accepted  and  passed  on  to  their  neighbors.  Since 
last  Eriday  noon,  we  have  had  about  50,000  boxes  added  to  our  amount  to  be 
Inspected. " 

2a.    FEATURES  IN  "FOREIGN  CROPS  AND  MARKETS" 

"Foreign  Crops  and  Markets"  is  a  weekly  mimeographed  publication  of 
the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  division  of  our'Bureau.    The  issue  dated 
April  13  contains  an  excellent_  special • article,  illustrated  with  charts, 
on  the  World  Dry-Bean  Situation.-   The  issues  dated  April  20  and  27,  include 
extensive  special  articles  and  statistical  tables  on  the  World  Citrus-Fruit 
Situation,  Parts  I  and  II.     Copies  of  these  publications  can  be  had  by  those 
who  need  them  directly  from  the  Foreign  Service  division  in  our  Bureau. 


(Page.2S  1) 
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lb .    TgX/jg  BSgmgA  QUI  PITS  GET  A  IAT5  START 

Under  date  of  April  15,        G.  Risser  wrote  as  follows  in  a  letter 
from  the  field  station  at  Crystal  City,  Texas:- 

"The  outstanding  feature  of  the  Bermuda  onion  season  in  the  upper 
counties  of  southern  Texas  so  far  this  year  has  "been  the  lateness  of  the 
crop  in  reaching  maturity  and  the  consequent  lateness       of  no"; 0^.0. it  to 
market.    Weather  conditions  have  retarded  the  development  and  more  particu- 
larly the  ripening  of  the  bulbs.    Cool,  cloudy  weather,  with  showers,  has 
kept  the  onions  green  "beyond  the  usual  time  for  harvesting, 

"The  situation  is  clearly  shown  in  the  figures  indicating  shipments 
for  this  season  and  the  corresponding  period  for  the  two  seasons  preceding, 
Carlot  shipments  for  Texas  up  to  April  lh  this  year  are  less  than  100  cars. 
In  1S30  over  600  cars  had  "been  shipped  and  in  1929  over  1,200  cars  had  moved. 
This  has  happened  in  spite  of  the  large  crop  forecast  for  1931 • 

"Under  the  circumstances,"  shippers  do  not  express  much  optimism  as 
to  the  outcome  of  the  deal.     The  late  beginning  is  expected  to  moke  a  short 
shipping  period,  which  means  heavy  supplies  maturing  within  a  limited  time. 
If  there  is  not  a  large  daily  movement  and  a  high  peak  of  shipments,  it  will 
'probahly  he  due  to  unsatisfactory  marketing  conditions,  inferior  size  and 
quality,  or  in  failure  of  the  crop  to  produce  according  to  estimates.  Any 
one  of  these  things  is  considered  within  the  realm  of  possibility  and,  in 
fact.,  it  seems  probable  that  a  combination  of  all  three  factors  may  restrict^ 
the  movement  materially.    There  are  reports  that  the  continued  unseasonable 
growing  weather  has  resulted  in  more  than  the  normal  quantity  of  splits  and 
other  effects  of  second-growth,  and  it  is  known  that  the  Texas  crop  is  quite 
spotted,  some  sections  having  been  seriously  injured  by  thrips." 

2b.    I,:iCHIGAIT  QUI  PIT  SEASON  FINISHED 

The  following  letter  of  April  IS  came  from  R.  3D,  Keller,  in  charge 
of  the  Grand  Rapids  office  ;— 

"The  Michigan  onion  deal  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close.    While  there 
is  a  lot  of  stock  yet  to  be  shipped,  it  is  fast  deteriorating.    T7arm  weather 
has  caused  the  onions  to  start  sprouting  or  to  develop  a  sprout-tip  far 
enough  along  to  sprout  in  transit.    The  clean-up  of  the  late  onion  deal  has 
been  a  big  disappointment,  as  many  carloads  of  stock  will  have  to  be  dumped, 
Many  of  the  dealers  speculated  with  some  of  the  best  stock  for  sale  on  the 
clean-up  of  the  deal,  and  they  now  have  a  lot  of  onions  which  they  canlt 
sell.    A  recant  count  of  onions  in  storage  indicates  about  15O  cars  still  on 
hand.    A  few  cars  of  U.S.  Uo.  1  yellows  were  sold  during  the  past  week,  but 
most  stock  was  rolled  for  delivered  sales  or  consigned.  ■ 

"The  last  two  weeks  have' Witnessed  the  heaviest  carlot  movement  of 
potatoes  out  of  Michigan  for  the  entire  year,  with  195  cars  being  shipped 
two  weeks  ago  and  1SU  cars  the  past  week.    The  movement  of  table  stock  has 
increased  a  little;  however,  the  principal  gains  can  be  (attributed  to  for- 
wardings  of  seed  stock,  as  fully  75$  of -the  prst  week's  movement  was  des- 
tined for  seed  purposes." 
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Jo .    B.ZCTM!  KBWS  OH  EIO  GRAITDE  VALLEY  CHOPS 

C.  D. '  Schoolcraft  sent  the  following  letter  iron  Brownsville,  Texas, 
on  April  19  S— 

"With  the  exception  of  a  slight  reduction  in  bean  prices,  markets  in 
the  lower  Valley  have  remained  about  unchanged  during  the  past  week.  About 
100  cars  of  beans  left  the  Valley  last  week  in  straight  cars  and  probably 
a  third  that  number  in  nixed  cars.    Demand  has  been  good  all  -week,  on  some 
days  exceeding  the  supply.    Quality  in  general  is  good,  with  a  majority  of 
the  shipments  making  U.S.  Ho.  1  grade.    Movement  of  beans  is  likely  to  con- 
tinue at  about,  the  present  level  during  next  week,  . 

"The  potato  market  has  held  about  steady.    Wet  fields  the  fore  part  of 
the  week  held  down  loadings,  but  shipments  were  around  ^>0  cars  a  day  for  the 
last  three  days  of  the  week.    Demand  has  been  moderate  to  good,  especially 
for  straight  U.S.  Ho.  1  stock.    Hot  more  than  one-third  of  the  stock  is  mak- 
ing grade  on  size,  the  rest  being  shipped  out  as  1^-inch  minimum. 

"Onion'  shipments  during  the  last  three  days  have  held  around  the  ^>0- 
car  mark  for  the1  Raymondville  section.    Peak  movement  from  that  section  is 
expected  to  come  the  fore  part  of  this  week.    Demand  has  been  fairly  good, 
but,  with  Laredo  coming  actively  into  the  deal,  the  demand  has  fallen  off 
somewhat  the  past  couple  of  days.    After  this  week,  a  greater  proportion  of 
the  stock  will  be  used  in  mixed  cars.    Quality  in  this  section  has  not  been 
the  best  this  year.    There  have  been  no  U.S.  Ho.  1  onions  as  yet,  and  not 
more  than  half  of  the  shipments  have  been  making    U.S.  Commercial  gra.de, 

"A  few  small  lots  of  tomatoes  have  been  shipped  the  past  week.  The 
first  straight  car  will  likely  be  shipped  Tuesday  or  Wednesday.    Tomato  move- 
ment from  the  Valley  is  expected  to  be  fairly  active  by  the  end  of  the  month. 
In  those  fields  not  hit  by  the  early  March  frosts,  the  set  is  considered 
fairly  good.     In  the  upper  end  of  the  Valley,  many  of  the  plants  were  killed 
and  fields  were  reset,  and  in  that  section  shipments  probably  will  not  get 
under  way  until  the  middle  of  May. 

"Cabbage  movement  is  likely  to  fall  off  rather  sharply  during  the  next 
week,  with  the  movement  practically  ended  by  May  1,    Quality  of  much  of  the 
stock  is  deteriorating  and,  while  there  is  still  considerable  good  cabbage 
left  in  the  Valley,  shippers  have  simply  lost  interest  in  the  cabbage  market. 
In  the  Corpus  Christi  section,  all  but  one  of  the  major  shippers  have  finish- 
ed for  the  season.    Quality  is  fast  deteriorating  there,  and  many  fields  are 
being  disked  under  and  prepared  for  other  farm  crops," 

!4b.-  LOS  AHGjngS  TO  SEATTLE  MOTOR-TRUCK  ROUT! 

J.  D.  Hamilton,  of  the  Portland  office,  has  submitted  the  following 
report  in  a  letter  of  April  lo ;- 

"More  about  the  long-distance  motor-truck  idea:-    Three  or  four  trucks 
have  been  making  the  1,300-mile  Los  Angeles-to-Portla„nd  run  at  intervals 
during  recent  months,  but,   to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  only  one  truck  has 
continued  on  to  Seattle,    The  idea,  is  considered  quite  practicable  under  cer- 
tain conditions.     Single  units  a,re  used  -  no  trailers,  as  these  cut  down  the 
speed,  too  greatly,   in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  trip  especially,  Jive- 
ton  trucks  are  used  mostly.    A  3>000-nile  round  trip  once  a.  week  with  each 
truck  can  readily  be  maintained.     The  idea!  is  most  practicable  if  confined 
to  high-value,  perishable  commodities,  in  which  •  elapsed  time  between  harvest- 
ing and  delivery  to  the  jobber  is  of  utmost  importance.     In  this  Los  Angeles- 
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Portland-Seattle  ran,   several  hours  are  saved  over  the  Railway  Express  tine. 
Dry  ice  is  the  accepted  refrigerant.     Some  stock,  however,  showed  inperfect 
refrigeration,  with  considerable  decay,  "but  this  can  probably  "be  corrected. 

"Portland  distributor's,  especially  two  farmers'  cooperative  associa- 
tions, operate  regular  wholesale'  routes,,  radiating  200  to  25°  miles  fron 
Portland.    Other  truck  lines  are  now  in  c ontemplation,  involving  precise 
routing  rnd  timing.     In  these  the  trucks  are  in  notion  practically  every  mo- 
ment of  the  2^  hours  of  the  day,  except  while  loading  and  unloading  at  the 
central  depots.    Only  one  driver  on  the  truck  at  a  tine,  but  drivers  are 
changed  at  established  junction  points,,  involving  an  8  to  12  hours'  run  for 
each  driver.    These  trucks,  actually  covering  3,000  niles  per  week,  are  used 
for  30  weeks;  then  exchanged  for  new  ones.    After  rebuilding  the  notor,  or 
possibly  installing  a  new  notor,  and  making  such,  other  replacements  as  are 
necessary  (including  setting  back  the  speedometers) ,  these  trucks  are  resold 
for  50$-60#  of  the  original  value,  for  city  or  short-distance  delivery, 
wherein  only  50  to  100  niles  per  day  are  required.    This  idea  is  now  being 
applied  in  generrl  long-distance  trucking,  between  coast  cities  and  between 
the  Boast  and  the  interior.    Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  conprise  a  part  of 
the  cargoes  of  these  trucks,  although  there  is  no  straight  fruit  and  vege- 
table truck-service  yet.    The  habit  of  these  long-distance  trucks,  of  un- 
loading around  midnight j  nay  add  further  complication  to  the  natter  of  tabu- 
lating truck  receipts  accurately." 


5b.    MMjgj  POTATO  PRICES  DECLIHE  SHARPLY 

In  a  letter  of  April  20  fron  Presque  Isle,  W.  D.  Hull  tells  of  the 
recent  unexpected  changes  in  the  Aroostook  County  market 

"Unusually  slow  demand  and  the  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  city 
dealers  to  buy  ahead  caused  the  Maine  potato  situation  to  become  very  draggy 
and  weak.    P.o.b.  prices  of  sacked  Green  Mountains  declined  to  $1,35  Per 
cwt.,  the  lowest  price  since  the  market  made  its  sudden  advance  the  last 
week  in  March.    Street  prices  showed  a  similar  decline.    Haulings  fron  the 
farmers  were  rather  light  in  spite  of  the  weaker  tende.ncy  of  the  market, 
most  of  the  transactions  being  confined  to  the  purchase  of  bins  of  potatoes 
fron  growers  who  had  stored  in  shippers'  warehouses  last  fall. 

"Shippers  who  are  inclined  to  face  the  facts  as  they  are,  and  not  as 
they  wish  they  were,  believe  that  there  is  little  hope  for  development  of 
a  strong  market  for  Maine  potatoes  during  the  balance  of  the  shipping  season, 
unless  there  is  an  unlooked-for  shortage  of  old-crop  potatoes.   .Warmer  weath- 
er of  the  past  week  was  not  conducive  to  the  development  of  a  better  market 
nor  to  the  holding  of  potatoes  in  storage. 

6b.    SEVERS  WIHDST0RH  IS  UTAH 

L.  S.  Perm,  of  the  Salt  Lake  City  office,  sent  the  following  wire 
_(  on  April  23:- 

"A  60  to  70-mile  gale  swept  Davis  and.  Weber  counties,   the  principal 
truck  sections  of  Utah.     Onions  and  peas  were  well  up  and,   in  many  fields, 
the  plants  were  literally  blown  out  of  the  ground  or  cut  off.  Tomato 
planting  had  just  begun  and  the  damaged  acreage  will  be  re-set.  Unable 
yet  to  determine  damage  to  fruit." 
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7b.    RELAT IVELY  LOW  PRICES  3TQR  TEXAS  ONIONS   -  7"'; 

W.  D.  Googe  wrote  as  follows  from  Laredo,  Texas,  ' in  a  letter  of 
April  19:-  ■■        ..-     '  ■   ..  „ ';  ... 

.'•After  "being  delayed  by  showers  the  early  part  of  last  week,  the 
Laredo  onion  movement  finally  got  under  way . on  Wednesday.  .The  season  is  con- 
sidered 10  days  to  two  weeks  late,  "but  at- that  it  has  opened' almost  as  soon 
as  the  Eayr.iondville  season,  which  \7o.s  likewise  delayed  by  rainy  weather. 
Fairly-cool  ond  partly-cloudy  weather  continues  to  hold  "back  maturity. 

"Only  a  few  'cars  to  date  have  graded  U.S.  No.  1,  but  the  majority  of 
shipments  from  this  section  have  averaged  SOfo  or  more  U.S.  No.  1  size.  Open- 
ing prices  were  mostly  $1.25  Per  standard  crate  of  Yellow  Bermudas,  with 
Crystal  TJax  at  $1,75-    After-  the  first  few  cots  were  shipped,  prices  declined 
about  15^  "but  have  held  fairly  steady  to  firm  since  that  tine.    An  interesting 
feature  thus  far  irs  'the  volume  moving  in  50-pound  open-mesh  sacks,  it  being 
estimated  that  more  than  SOfo  of  the  movement  has  been  loaded  in  these  bags. 
They  are  generally 'quoted  about  10^  lower  than  crates.    The  opening  prices 
given  above  are  said  to  be  the  lowest  in  the  history  of  the  deal,  but,  with 
the  very  low  prices  prevailing  for  old  onions,  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
start  the  prices  at  this  level  in  order  to  insure  immediate  consumption  of 
new  stock.    Eo,ch  day's  loadings  have  been  practically  cleaned  up  at  night, 
and  shippers  seem  rather  agreeably  surprised  that  such  has  been  the  co.se. 

"Operators  are  more  cheerful  o.bo'ut  the  outlook  than  they  were  two  weeks 
o,go.    The  late  start  here  permitted  the  supplies  of  old  onions  to  be  reduced, 
o.nd  it  is  believed  that  the  d enand  for  hew  stock  will  .be  fairly  good  during 
the  month  of  May.    During  the  early  days  of  April,  many  fields,  were  seriously 
danoged  by  thrips,  particularly  north  of  Laredo  .and  in  sections  of  the  Winter 
Garden  district.     It  is  generally  estimated  that  Texas  onion  shipments  this 
year  will  be  around  5»000  cars.   -This  estimate  may  be  raised  considerably, 
if  the  increased  o.creage  around  Corpus  Christ i  comes  through  in  good  shape, 
but  most  Laredo  operators  are  skeptical  of  that  section  being. able  to  produce 
ally  volume  of  onions." 

Gb.    FjjSTSEjJ  jgjjg  YORK  MARKET  TENDING  DOWNWARD 

A.  L.  Thonas  sent  the  following  report  fron  Rochester  under  do.te  of 
April  21:- 

* Demand  for  apples  has  been  very  light  during  the.  past  week.  Trading 
has  been  confined  mostly  to  Baldwins  in  bushel  po.ckages.    Shippers  hove  been 
inclined  to  hold  for  higher  prices  but,  with  the  spring-like  weather  we  are 
having,  they  ore  beginning  to  sell  more  freely  at  the  prevailing  prices. 

"Movement  of  potatoes  has  held  up  fairly. well,   considering , the  termin- 
o,l  market  prices.     Some  seed  stock  is  moving  to  point s.  .in.  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Virginia,  o.nd  the  Carol inas.    F.o.b,  sales-  declined  about  15$  during 
the  week,  and  from  all '  indications  prices  will  go  still  lower.    Prices  to 
grower s  hove  also  declined  about"  15^« 

"The  demand  for  carrots  has  been  very  slow,'  and  dealers  o.re  consigning 
most  of  their  stock  to  any  market  that  will  take  a-  car,  regardless  of  the 
prospects  of  getting  more  than  freight  charges.  ■  One  dealer  yesterday  told  ne 
tho.t  he  has  sold  15,000  bushels  to  farmers,  to  be  fed  ..to  livestock,  and  tho.t 
he  ho,s  sever o.l  thousand  more  bushels  which  he .  hopes  to  move  in  the  some  way. 
This  stock  is  being  sold  to  farmers  at  15^  per  bushel." 


9b .    LOUISIANA  BERRY  SALES  HAVE  EXCEEDED  $2,000, OOP  I"  VALUE 

The  fallowing  interesting  letter  of  April  21  was-  received  fron 
P..  L.  Sutton,  at  Hammond:- 

"The  shipment  of  lUi  cars  of  strawberries  fron  Louisiana  on  Saturday, 
April  IS,  exceeded  all  previous  records,  and  the  output  on  Monday,  April 
20  agaJLH  set  a  new  high  of  190  carloads.    This  will  probably  be  the  peak 
movement'  of  the  season,  but  the  district'  would  welcome  a  good  rain,  and  it 
maybe  that.,  with  changed  weather  conditions,  the  shipments  next  week  will 
again  reach  the  high  levels  already  established. 

'    "Of  'the  190  cars  fron  the  State  on  Hondas'-,  l6H  were  sold  by  two  auc- 
tion companies  that  night;  and:  they  were  all  sold,  not  a  single  car  being 
passed'.    The  demand  was  unusually  good,   in  the  face  of  such  heavy  supplies. 
The  sales  averaged  $1.95  Per  24-pint  crate  of  Klondikes.    This  one  day's 
business  through  the  auctions  alone  had  an  f.o.b.  value  in  excess  of  a  quarte: 
of  a  million  dollars.    The  total  value  of  sales  through  the  auction  companies 
so  far  this  season  has    approximated  $2,100,000, 

"The  quality  and  condition  of  the  fruit  has  been  above  average.  Dis- 
tribution of  the  crop  is      becoming  widespread.    The  destination  tables,  as 
carried  on  our  reports,   show  during  the  past  few  days  from  100  to  110  cities 
receiving  Louisiana  strawberries.    Chicago  takes  more  than  any  other  single 
market.    New  York,  Detroit,  Boston,  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia  and  St.  Louis 
also  serve  as  important  outlets. 

"Everyone,  connected  with  this  deal  works  late  hours.    Last  night,  I 
filed  my  f.o.b.  wire  and  other  telegrams  at  12.15  A.M.    There  has  to  be  a 
well-perfected  organization  to  move  such  quantities  of  berries  and  to  prepare 
accurate  catalogues,  showing  all  cars  listed  for  auction-sale  with  car  numbers 
count,  brands,  etc.,  within  such  a  limited  time.    Practically  all  cars  are 
billed  originally  to  Mat to on,  111.    Diversion  orders  are  filed  quickly  after 
the  auctions  and  throughout  the  following  day.    All  shipments  move  in  express 
cars.    A  smaller  minimum  weight  was  recently  allowed  for  certain  'short  cars,' 
which  lowers  the  minimum  from  17,000  to  15,000  pounds.    This  is  ef  consider- 
able advantage  to  buyers  who  take  cars  loaded  6SH  crates  and  less  to  the  car. 
This  season  to  date,  Louisiana  has  shipped  ,1, ISO  cars,   or  about  3°°  nore  than 
to  the  same  time  last  year.    Alabama's  berry  crop  is  now  moving,-  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  height  of  the  movement  from  that  State  will  be  reached 
during  the  first  part  of  May.     It  is  a.  safe  assertion  to  make  that  during  the 
next  week  terminal  market  prices  for  Louisiana,  berries  will  be  at  rather  low 
levels." 


1 0b .    1931  EAPiLY  VEGETABLE  SSASOiT  OPENS  IN  WASHINGTON 

T.  E.  Hall,  of  the  Seattle  office,  sent  the -following  letter  under 
date  of  April  17s- 

•    "Yakima  Valley  potato  prices  have  declined  further  at  shipping  points. 
'The  absence  of  demand  from  middle-western    markets  and  a  lighter  demand  from 
California  buyers  is  held  responsible  for  the  unfavorable  development,  accord- 
ing to  shippers.    T^e  closing  market  this  week  for  Washington  combination- 
grade  stocks,  f.o.b;  cash-track,  ranged  $lU-$l6,   sacked  per  ton.    The  market 
for  U.S.  No.  2  declined  to  a  range  of  $S-$10  per  ton. 

"The  1931  shipping  season  for  Washington  early  vegetables  was  inaugu- 
rated April  1]4  with  the  movement  of  two  straight  cars  of  asparagus  from^Kenne 
wick.    Both  cars  were  billed  to  eastern  Canada  markets.    Due  to  the  active 
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demand  from  eastern  markets,  the  stock  of  "best  quality  is  "being  used  for 
these  shipments,  while  Seattle  and  other  nearby  markets  are  absorbing  the  un- 
classified packs.    Shippers    are  of  the  opinion  that  the  production  of  aspara* 
gus  in  the  lower  Yakina  Valley  will  show  ali  increase  of  15$  over  my  previous 
year,  although  the  movement  will  . not  all  be  directly  to  market.  Canneries 
have  contracted  to  use  a  large  portion  of  the  production  and  are  featuring 
the  green  canned  product.- 

"In  the  Puget  Sound  section,  weather  conditions  have  been  extremely 
favorable  for  the  growth  of  green  peas.  Other  vegetables  have  not  been  so 
favorrbly  served,  and  gardeners  are  anxious  for  more  bright  clear  weather, 
so  they  can  attend  to  necessary  work.  Some  Iceberg  lettuce  yet  remains  to 
be  :uoved  to  the  fields,  and  there  is  a  possibility  that  some  replanting  will 
be  needed  on  the  low  lands.  A  limited  quantity  of  local  cauliflower  has  been 
cut,  but  supplies  have  not  been  adequate  for  the  local  requirements." 

lib.    A  GOOD  CROP  OF  FLOE  IDA.  POTATOES 

B.  E.  Surry,  in  charge  of  the  field  station  at  Hastings,  Florida,  sent 
the  following  letter  under  date  of  April  20 J- 

"Light  shipments,  caused  by  two  days  of  rainy  weather,  and  lower  f.o.b. 
prices  which  greatly  stimulated  the  demand  for  new  potatoes,  featured  the 
past  week's  events  at  Hastings.    During  Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  f.o.b,  market 
declined'^n  Ho.  l*s  and  50^  on  Ho.  2fs,  with  prices  holding  respectively  at 
$5.50  and  $3«50  for  the  balance  of  the  week.    By  mutual  consent,  operators 
agreed  to  lower  prices  in  an  attempt  to  create  a  better  demand  and  to  place 
northern  markets  in  better  position  to  receive  the  heavy  shipments  soon  to 
move.    Rainfall  of  1.3  inches  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  stopped. digging  com- 
pletely for  these  two  days,  however,  and  haulings  continued  very  light.'  With 
favorable  weather  the  latter  part  of  the  week,  shipments  began  to  increase. 
Demand  exceeded  the  available  supply,  especially  of  Ho.  1  stock,  and  wire 
inquiry  was  good.    It  is  not  expected  that  prices  will  be  raised  until  after 
the  perk  movement  has  been  reached,  or  around  May  1. 

"Although  last  week's  shipments  of  260  cars  were  the  heaviest  this 
year,  loadings    were  more  than  300  cars  below  expectations,  due  to  the  rainy 
weather.     Total  shipments  for  Florida  since  January  1  amount  to  1090  cars, 
compared  with  1,8^5  cars  last  year.    With  favorable  weather  this  week,  750 
cars  or  more  are  due  to  be  shipped,  with  more  than,  half  of  this  total  loaded 
at  Hastings.    Average  daily  shipments  for  the  State  during  the  past  two  weeks 
have  been  only  about  38  cars. 

"It  has  been  estimated  that  Hastings  section  proper,  comprising 
18,000  acres,  will  ship  U,100  cars  before  June  1.    The  La  Crosse  section, 
which  vrill  commence  loading  in  about  a  week,  has  .planted  2,800  acres  and  will 
move  around  65O  cars  before  May  15.     South  Florida  is  credited  with  probably 
S00  cars,,  .and  western  Florida  225  cars,  bringing  the  total  for  the  State  to 
June  1  to  approximately  5»700  cars,;  this  number  would  be  1,000  cars  more  than 
were  moved  out  of  the  State  by  that  date  last  year,, 

"  A  good  yield  for  the  Hastings  section  has  been  reported  to  drte. 
The  forecast  for  the  season  was  39  barrels  to  the  acre  and,,  thus  far,  growers 
report  an  average  yield  of  around  U0  barrels.     Stock  is  running  fOjo-SOfc 
tl.S.  Ho.  1  size  and  is  generally  clean  and  bright,  except  for  some  shipments 
since  recent  rains.    Blight  has  shown  up  in  a  few  fields,  but  no  serious 
damage  has  been  reported." 
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1 2b .    PSCOPD  OF  SERVICES  DU5IITG  MARCH 

All  market  stations  will  "be  interested  in  studying  the  following 

tpJbulation:-      .■  .   ■       ..'  -J::-'* 
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*  Including  Dallas 


**  lot  included  in  the  Total 


13b.   send  wasi:i:;otoh  three  copies  op  bach  report    ■        ••  •••        •  •  •••• 

Effective,  at  once  all  offices,  both. field  and  market  stations,  are  'request- 
ed to  send  to-  Washington  with  Forms  MS-31  or  MS-32,   three  copies  of  each'  report 
issued,   instead  of  two  copies  as  in  the  past,.    Requests  are  frequently  received 
here  for  the  individual  reports  issued  at  various  station's,  and  we  wish  to  raain- 
tain  an  extra  set,   in  addition  to  our  regular  file  copies.' 


lUb. 

'All  market 'Stat  ions  should  carefully  correct  their  unload  tabulations  in 
accordance  with  any  revisions,  or  changes  which-!  are  rnp.de  •  by  the  Washington  office, 
or  which  are  finally  agreed  upon  after .  correspondence  .  with  Washington.-  Some 
offices  have  apparently-.. not  always  done  this,  with,  resulting  differences  in  the' 
totals  carried  in  reports  of _ subsequent  months,  and  also  discrepancies  between 
the  annual  unload  reports  which  are  issued  by  the  market  stations  and-  those  pre- 
pared at  Washington. 

SEE  HEW  ADDRESS  for  Denver' office  at  bottom  of  Page  269  in  this  D.L. 
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1 5no .     IMPERIAL  VALLEY  CANTALOUPES  STARTING  TO  MOVE 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  Imperial  Valley,  California,  annually  ships 
about  half  the  total  carlot  movement  of  cantaloupes  in  the  United  States, 
the  following  telegraphic  report  from  A.  E.  Frugh  is  of  interest.     It  was 
sent  from  Brawl ey  on  April  23:- 

"FIRST  CAR  cantrloupes  shipped  to  Chicago  Saturday  (April  IS) ; 
second  car  yesterday  to  New  York,  from  very  early  HO-acre  field.  Sizes 
small.     Turned  cool  and  windy  yesterday  but  warmer  today.     Shipping  season 
expected  to  be  about  same  as  last  year  except  this  one  early  field.  Very 
little  mildew  showing  up.     Good  May  quality  expected." 

16b.    CROP  HEWS  FROM  BELLE  GLADE  SECTION  OF  FLORIDA 

In  a  letter  of  April  21,  from  Belle  Glade,   the  following  crop  notes 
were  submitted  by  V.  H.  Nicholson;- 

"While  I  have  not  had  very  much  opportunity  to  see  the  condition 
of  the  crops  around  here,  first  impressions  are  that  the  bean  crop  will 
not  be  as  heavy  as  at  first  indicated.     Continued  rains  followed  by  winds 
have  injured  the  quality  of  a  large  percentage  of  the  crop,  and.  very  few 
beans  of  good  quality  are  being  shipped  from  this  section.     Tomato  vines 
look  fairly  good,  but  I  am  afraid  that. too  much  rain  has  fallen  for  the 
crop  to  be  of  more  than  ordinary  quality.    Very  few  tomatoes  will  move 
before  May  1." 


17b.    ARIZONA  REPORTS  MANY  NSW  CITRUS  PLANTINGS 

New  citrus  plantings  this  spring  in  Arizona  have  amounted  to  around 
U,000  acres,  according  to  the  Arizona  industrial  Congress.     The  new  plant- 
ings bring  total  citrus  acreage  to  about  17,000  acres  in  Maricopa  County 
and  1,200  acres  in  Yuma  County,  with  something  over  5,000  acres  in  bearing. 
The  industry^  is  growing  so  rapidly  that  many  authorities  predict  the  State 
will  have  U6j000  to  50,000  acres  planted  to  citrus  fruits  by  the  year  1 9*4-0, 
thereby  giving  the  citrus  crop  first  rank  in  value  of  Arizona  farm  produc- 
tion.   Grapefruit  predominates  in  Arizona  citrus  plantings. 

B.  C.  BORES, 
Specialist  in  Market  News. 

OFFICE  NOTES (Continued  from  Page  2?4  ) 

H.  T.  Longino,  in  charge  of  Texas  shipping-point  inspections,  has  ad- 
vised us  that  he  is  spending  this  week  at  Crystal  City,   supervising  the  work 
in  that  section,  but  he  will  return  to  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  to  look 
after  the  heavy  inspection  work  on  tomatoes.    His  headquarters  remain  at 
Harlingen,  Texas,  although  his  time  will  be  divided  between  the  Valley  and 
the  Winter  Garden  district  of  southern  Texas. 

G.  W.  Winfrey,  of  the  New  Orleans  inspection  office,  who  has  been  as- 
sisting with  strawberry  inspections  at  shipping  points  in  Louisiana,  will 
now  proceed  to  Van  Bur en,  Ark.,  where  he  will  supervise  the  shipping-point 
work  on  strawberries  and  vegetables  for  the  next  two  months.    J.  W.  Coleman 
will  be  temporarily  in  charge  at  New  Orleans  office.  ^ 

DENVER  OFFICE  of  'the  Market  News  Service  will  move  on  May  1  to  Rooms"" 
229-231  of  the  new  United  States  Customs  House,  at  721-  19th  St. 
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**  State  cooperating. 
J.  B.  Owens  in  Chicago 


H. 


*  Reports  discontinued, 

W.  P.  Cox  in  San  Prancisco 
E.  Rutland  at  Presque  Isle,  Me. 
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|     INSPECTION  SERVICE 

i c .   cold  weatk-ir  hits  northwestern  crops 

Two  reports  have  "been  received  regarding  damage  from  low  tempera- 
tures in  the  Pacific  Northwest.    The  first  is  a  telegram  of  April  22  from 
L.  G-.  Schultz,  at  Eoise,  reading  as  follows :- 

"Temperatures  low  as  21  degrees  on  nights  of  April IS  and  19  caused 
considerable  dam-ge  in  upper  Boise  Valley,  especially  to  soft  fruits,  prunes, 
Jonathan  and  Delicious  apples,  ranging  from  slight  to  75$»    Principal  apple 
sections  report  only  slight  damage.    Lewiston  reports  practically  no  damage 
to  any  fruits.    Freezing  temperatures  forecast  for  Boise  and  vicinity  to- 
night.   Will  advise  later,  soon  as  can  make  definite  check  of  all  districts." 

The  other  report  came  in  a  letter  of  April  IS  from  F.  E.  Bailey  at 
Yakima,  Washington,  reading  as  follows :- 

"You  may'  be  interested  in  knowing  that  temperatures  officially  re- 
ported ps  low  as  25°  F.  prevailed  over  eastern  Washington  last  night.  Ken- 
newick,   in  the  center  of  the  early  asparagus  and  strawberry  section,  was 
expected  to  have  a  minimum  of  2o°  F.    No  report  has  been  received  from  there 
this  morning  but,  judging  from  Yakima  temperatures,   this  minimum  was  probably 
reached.    With  asparagus  shipments  just  getting  under  way  and  strawberries 
approximately  in  full  bloom,  damage  will  result  to  both  of  these  crops  and 
asparagus  shipments  will  probably  be  'curtailed  for  a  few  days. 

"At  Yakima,  pears  are  in  full  bloom,  and  in  the  lower-altitude  sec- 
tions the  apple  bloom  is  breaking.    Undoubtedly  some  damage  has  been  done  to 
both  apples  and  pears  in  Yakima,  and  I  presume  a  somewhat  similar  condition 
exists  in  parts  of  north-central  Washington  or  the  We natche e-Oka.no gan  dis- 
trict . 

"The  local  office  of  the  U.S.  Weather  Bureau  predicts  that  tempera- 
tures similar  to  those  of  last  night  will  prevail  again  tonight;  so  the  ex- 
tent of  the  damage  of  this  frost  period  will  not  be  known  before  the  first 
part  of  next  week." 

Bryce  Morris,  of  the  Denver  office,  included  the  following  comment 
in  a  telegram  dated  April  22:- 

"Light  frost  in  Palisade  peach  section  on  Tuesday  morning,  but  re- 
ports indicate  no  damage  although  trees  full  bloom." 

2c .     CROP  AIID  MARKET  NEWS  FROM  LOUISVILLE 

T.  C.  Curry  has  recently  opened  the  inspection  office  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  and  he  sent  the  following  comments  in  a  letter  dated  April  21:- 

"I  was  very  much  surprised  to  learn  through  local  dealers  that  there 
were  enough  old-crop  onions,  mostly  Indiana  stock,   in  storage  here  to  supply 
the  trade  until  the  local  crop  comes  on.     They  are  of  the  opinion  that  there 
will  be  very  few  Texas  onions  handled    here  for  this  reason.     Storrge  hold- 
ings are  reported  as  mostly  of  good  quality  and  condition. 

"Dealers  also  inform  me  that  most  of  the  new  potatoes  come  from  Texas. 
Very  few  Florida  potatoes  are  used.  In  fact,  one  dealer  remarked  that,  he 
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did  not  "believe  there  had.  been  a  car  here  in  two  years.     Some  dealers,  how- 
ever,  are  planning  to  try  a  car  or  two  soon,  to  see  whether  Florida  stock 
will  take  with  the  trade.    Florida  potatoes  nay  be  received  with  favor,  as 
the  majority  of  Texas  stock  is  surlier  than  the  trade  cares  for. 

"Observations  so  far  lead  ne  to  believe  that  a  better  class  of  pro- 
duce is  demanded  and  handled  here  than  in  many  markets.    For  example,  - 
practically  all  bananas  are  first-class  eights  and  nines,  while  in  many 
markets  only  fives,  sixes  and  many  rejects  are  used, 

"Crop  conditions  in  the  Louisville  district  are  good,  and  farmers 
seem  to  be  elated  over  the  'fact  that  we  are  having  many  days  with  a  slow 
drizzling  rain,  which  is  certainly  what  this  section  needs.  Strawberries 
from  the  Bowling  Green  and  Paducah  sections  should  be  moving  in  car-lots 
by  May  15  or  20." 

3c.     INSPECT  I  PITS  IN  FLORIDA  DURING  FIRST  HALF  OF  APRIL 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  a  report  from  0.  G.  Strauss,  Super- 
vising Inspector    for  Florida:- 

FRUITS 


Grapefruit  Oranges  Tangerines  Mixed  Total 

Fru.it  inspections  Apr.  1-15:            7.8            -               1  l6 

"             »       to  Mar.  31 :        U85         658         ko           557  1500 

"               "    through  Apr. 15:      I+92           646           kQ             338  1516 

VEGETABLES 


Cab-  Car-  Cel-  Pep-  Pota-  Toma- 

Beets  bage  rots  ery  Cukes  Letc .  pcrs  toes  Stbr .  toes  Mxd  .Total 

Apr.  I-I5:           -      17       -    102U      -  '   -  -  "     13      12       -      -  1066 

to  Mar. 31 :       _JL    _11       g    26  86    15      22       6l   1    l6l     UP    30  30^-2 

thru.  Apr. 15:        1      28        S    3710    15      22  6l        lk    179  ^0    30  klOg 

Total  fruit  and  vegetable  inspections  Apr.  1-155-  10S2 

Season  totals  through  April  15? 
Year:-         1951         1950       1929       1928  1927 
Cars:-         562!+         3960       H66l        2820  &22k 

Uc.    H07J  TO  GRADE  BERMUDA  0NI0KS 

Attached  to  this  Division  Letter  is  a  sheet,  giving  instructions 
relative  to  the  grading  of  Bermuda  onions.    Each  inspector  should  detach 
the  sheet  and  place  it  in  the  Bermuda  Onion  Inspection  circular  in  the 
Handbook. 


5c .    NE\T  GRADES  SENT  TO  INSPECTORS 

With  this  D.L.,  each  inspector  will  receive  copies  of  two  new  grade?, 
prepared  by  Mr.  Pailthorp's  project :- 

United  States  Standards  for  Red  Sour  Cherries  for  Manufacture. 

United  States  Standards  for  Faba  (Fava)  Beans. 


■ 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  OF  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 


State 


:  Approximate  dr.te  of 


Supervisor 


I  Products 


PLOP  IDA: 

0.  G.  Strauss 
P.O.  Box  188, 
Orlando,  Pla. 

Citrus 

j  Aug. 

27 

!  li^y  15 

MAINE : 

G.  R.  Warren, 
Caribou,  Maine 

Potatoes 

■  Sept 

.  1 

:  May  1 

LOUISIANA: 

H.  S.  Moles, 
Hammond,  La. 

Strawberries 

* 

:  Apr. 

1 

'  May  2 

TEXAS: 

H.  T.  Longino, 

Room  5,  Madison  Hotel, 
Harlingen,  Texas 

Vegetables 

;  Nov. 

20 

May  15 

ARIZONA: 

R.  I.  Bertelson, 
B3B  Bldg., 

No  gal e  s ,  Ar  i  z  o  na 

Mexican 
tomatoes 

Dec . 

1 

May  1 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason, 

k02  Ochoa  Bldg.,  •  '  , 
Sari  Juan,  (  P.R. 

Citrus 

Apr. 

1 

Nov.  1 

ALABAMA  « 

c/o  State  Div.  of 
Markets, 

Mont gomery ,  Ala . 

Vegetables    .  \ 

Apr. 
Apr . 

13 

13  . 

i.ic'.y  x 
June  15 

MISSISSIPPI: 

P.  S.  Kinsey, 
-  Crystal  Springs,  Miss. 

Vegetables  ; 

Apr. 

20  : 

July  1 

ARKANSAS : 

G.  W.  Winfrey, 

Van  Bur en,  Ark,  ( 

Strawberries  ' 
Vegetables 

Apr.  27  : 

May  10  i 

July  1 
July  1 

REPORTS  on  vegetables  from  the  Winter 
.  of  Texas  can  be  had  through 


Garden  (Crystal  City)  district 
the  San  Antonio  office. 


6c.     OCTI ON  INSPECTIONS  III  MICHIGAN 

J.  E.  Dickerson  advised  the  Washington  office  in  a  Tetter  of  April  17 
that  the  shipping-point  inspections  of  onions  in  Michigan  this  past  winter 
totaled  2U6  cars,  about  IS5  of  these  being  for  one  firm.    He  states  that 
both  growers  and  shippers  appeared  to  be;  very  favorable  to  inspection  and,  if 
Michigan  has  a  good  crop  cf  onions  the  coming  season,  there  is  a  possibility 
of  inspecting  2,000  cars-. 


COPIES  of  the  revised  list  of  inspection  offices  and  inspectors  will  be 
distributed  with  next  week's  Division  Letter. 


37^  Division  Letter,  Aprfl  2k,  1Q31  

7c.    DAYLIGHT  SAVING-  TIMS  ON  CERTIFICATES 

About  this  season  of  the  year,  daylight  saving  time  goes  into  effect 
in  many  of  the  larger  cities.  .  Since  railroad  claim-agents  and  others  may 
bake  inquiries  as  to  whether  the  tine  shown  on  certificates  of  inspection 
is  standard  or  daylight  .saving  time,  the  letters  "D.S."  should  be  placed 
after  the  "A.M."  or  "P.M."  by  all  offices  in  cities  using  daylight  saving 
time.    This  will  avoid  confusion,   should  certificates  come  into  court  as 
evidence. 

5<°5  ,  ...  -  •  •  .  i 

R.  C.  BUT1TER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 

0FFIC5  hOTES: 

For  the  next  month,  B.  C.  Boree  will  spend  practically  all  of  his 
time  at  the  offices  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission,  helping  to  rate  the 
papers  submitted    by  350  to  HOO  persons  who  took  the  recent  examination 
for  Junior  Marketing  Specialist.    This  is  one  of  the  largest  groups  ever 
to  take  an  examination  for  positions  in  our  Bureau. 

Among  the  large  number  of  marketing  officials  who  attended  the 
session  last  Tuesday  of  the  Atlantic  States  Division  of  the  national  Assn. 
of  Marketing  Officials  were  M.-W.  Baker,  of  our  Columbus  office;  D.  M. 
James,  of  the  Harrisburg  office;  W.  C.  Lynn,  of  the  Trenton  office,  and 
T.  IT.  Ayres,  of  the  New  York  City  staff  .    The  addresses  delivered  by 
Mr.  Butner  and  Mr.  Sherman  were  well  received. 

G-.'Z.  York,  of  the  California  market-news  staff,  was  also  a' visitor 
in  Washington  this  week.    &e  came  from  the  Sacramento  office. 

Brice  Edwards  has  returned  to  the ' Washington  office,  after  nearly 
seven  weeks'  field  work  in  the  interest  of  enforcement  of  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

Instead,  of  remaining  at  Saiif  ord,  '  Fla. ,  J.  B.  Owens  proceeded  to  the 

Chicago  office  of  the  Market  Hews  Service  early  this  week,  and  will  remain 

there  until  he  opens  the  field  station  on  potatoes  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  about 

May  12.  "   

E.  L.  Spongier,  of  Mr.  Pail thorp's  project,  plans  to  leave  Washington 
on  Sunday  for  Hammond  and  other  points  in  Louisiana.    He  will  make  investi- 
gations with  a  view  to  preparing  United  States  grades  for  atV' rh^v::  ios  fot 
fianniiig.    This  work  may  require  about  10  days'  time, 

A.  M.  McDowell  expects  to  leave  the  Atlanta  office  early  next  week 
and  proceed  to  Chadbourn,  17. C,  where  he  will  issue  market  reports  on  straw- 
:  berries.    Thi  s  is"'  Mr .  McDo we  1 1 1  s  first  field  as  s  i gnment . 

H .  Z.  Foulk  and  J.  W.  Ballehtine,  two  licensed  inspectors  from  Florida, 
have  gone'  to  Porto  Rico,  where  they  will  assist  A.  S.  Mason  with  the  ship- 
ping-point work  on  grapefruit  and  oranges. 

Congratulations,  are  extended. to  Chester  Siegmund,  of  the  Kansas  City 

office,  on  the  arrival  of  a  daughter  in  his  home.  r  . 

'  .'.  •  (continued  on  Page  2b9) 
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&RADIFG  BSRIvIUDA  QHIOHS  UHDSR  GRADES  ESCOKfl.IBITDED  MARCH  18,  1930. 

It  is  not  expected  that  an  inspector  in  a  receiving  market  will  often 
have  to  determine  the  grade  of  any  lot;  that  is,  he  will  not'have  to_  analyze 
a  lot  to  find  out  into  what  grade  it  will  fall.    As  a  rule,  he  will  inspect 
a  lot  to  see  if  it  meets  the  grade  indicated  by  marks,  or  the  grade  specified 
in  the  terms  of  sale,  or  the  grade  as  certified  at  shipping-point.  However, 
the  inspector  must  be  able  to  apply  these  grades,  for  he  will  not  always  know 
the  gradi  called-for  in  the  contract  of  sale. 

Perhaps  the  simplest  way  to  analyze  a  lot  of  Bermuda  onions  is  as 
follows : 

Make  scorings  according  to  the  headings  given  below: 

Take  Example  I*.    The  18$  Pinks  immediately  classes  the  lot  as  "pinks." 
The  15/j  over        inches  classes  the  lot  as  "Large."    How  we  know  the  grade  is 
to  be  "Large  Pink."    Knowing  this,  we  should  not  score  the  percentages  of 
"Pinks"  and  "Large"  against  the  grade  but  should  score  all  other  defects,  in- 
cluding under size.    In  this  particular  example,  add  the  10$  splits,  etc.,  plus 
the  20$  doubles,  etc.,  plus  5$  undersize.    This  makes  35$  °f  onions  which  are 
not  U.S.  Ho.  1  Large  Pink.     Subtracting  this  from  100$  we  have  65$  of  onions 
which  meet  U.S.  Ho,  1  Large  Pink  and  the  lot  grades  "U.S.  Commercial  Large 
Pink." 

Inspectors  should  be  careful  to  note  whether  or  not  the  defects  of 
Ho.  2  grade  exceed  the  tolerance.    For  instance,   in  example  Ho.  VII  there  are 
12$  splits,  etc.  (defects  of  Ho.  2  grade.).    This  lot  must  be  designated 
"Unclassified." 

Any  lot  containing  up  to  15$  Pinks  cannot  be  classed  as  "Pinks,"  because 
this  designation  cannot  be  used  unless  the  lot  has  more  than  15$  Pinks. 

(over) 
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Any  lot  containing  6$  to  15$  Pinks  cannot  "be  classed  as  "ITo.  1"  or 
"Commercial, 11  be cru.se  the  tolerance  for  Pinks  in  each  of  these  grades  is  limited 
to  5$,    Such  a  lot  should  be  classed  as  Ho.  2  grade  or  Unclassified,  depending 
on  other  defects. 

It  is  important  that  inspectors  note  this  fact  -  that,  for  example,  when 
requested  to  inspect  for  U.S.  Commercial  (without  Pink  or  Large  designations), 
the  Pinks  or  oversize  onions  should  be  scored  against  the  amount  of  U.S.  ITo .  l's 
in  the  lot.     In  example  I,  if  the  buyer  requested  that  inspection  be  made  to 
determine  whether  lot  met  U.S.  Commercial  grade  and  also  stated  that  he  did 

not  buy  Pinks  or  Large,  then  the  percentages  of  ITo.  l's  should  be  scored  as 

■ 

follows:    Add  10$  splits,  etc.,  20$  doubles,   etc.,  18$  Pinks,  5$  under  size, 
and  15$  oversize,  making  68$  of  onions  which  are  not  U.S.  ITo.  1.    This  would 
leave  only  32$  Ho.  1  onions  in  the  lot  and  it  would  fail  to  grade  U.S.  Commer- 
cial. / 


Splits 

Doubles 

Seed stems 

Dirt 

Bottle  Hecks 

Sunburn 

Decay 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

Cuts 

Misshapen 

Pinks 

Scald 

2" 

3*" 

1" 

2" 

Example  I  10$  20$         18$  5$  15$ 
  (65$  ITo.  1;  Large  Pink)  Grades  "U.S.  Commercial  Large  Pink" 


Example  II 


5* 


18$         %  15$ 

Grades  "U.S.  ITo.  1  Large  Pink" 


Example  III 


Example  IV 


Example  V 


Example  VI 


Example  VII 


10$  20$         5$  5$  10$ 

(50$  ITo.  1  Boilers)        Grades  "U.S.  Commercial  Boilers" 


10$ 


(35$  Ho.  1  Large) 


10$  "5^  20$" 

Grades  "U.S.  ITo.  2  Large" 


5$ 

(68$  ITo.  1) 


5$ 


8$.  ~~  U$  10$ 

Grades  "U.S.  ITo.  2"  , 


5$ 


15$      "  lb? 


5$  15* 


(75$  ITo.  1  Large  Pink)  Grades  "U.S.  Commercial  Pink  Large" 
12$  3$  5$  ~  5$  •  10$ 


(65$  Ho.  1  quality)        Grades  "Unclassified" 
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Hot  for  publication 

la.    FAVORABLE  MARKETS  FOR  FLORIDA  CITRUS  FRUIT  ' 

In  a  letter  of  April  2g  from  Winter  Haven,  Florida,  E.  F.  Willson 
sent  the  following  report  on  citrus  fruit :- 

"There  is  considerable  difference  of  opinion  as  to  how  many  cars  of 
oranges  and  grapefruit  Florida  will  ship  during  the  remainder  of  the  season. 
A  comparatively  heavy  proportion  of  the  early  grapefruit  is  going  in  the 
culls,  and  there  is  loss  in  dropping.    According  to  various  commercial  sources 
of  information,  a  conservative  estimate  would  be  5>000  cars  of  grapefruit  and 
6,000  oranges  yet  to  move.     These  figures  include  the  proper  proportion  of 
mixed  cars,  which  consequently  are  not  listed  separately.  If  the  prices  ad- 
vance materially,  more  will  be  shipped.    As  one  party  expressed  it:  TIf  the 
grapefru.it  market  advances  50^,  we  will  find  2,000  more  cars  of  this  fru.it.' 

"Assuming  that  the  11,000  cars  mentioned  above  is  a  representative 
figure,  Florida  shipments  will  total  approximately  75j°00  cars  for  the  season, 
as  shipments  of  all  classes  up  to  April  27  were  6U , 023  cars.    There  are  some 
who  believe  that  11,000  is  too  high  but,  basing  one's  decision  on  past  devel- 
opments this  season,  the  maximum  figure  will  be  more  nearly  correct,  as  the 
tendency  has  been  to  under-estimate  rather  than  to  over-estimate  the  movement. 

"Market  conditions  are  more  favorable  and  prices  are  advancing  on  both 
oranges  and  grapefruit.     Last  week  3&7  cars  of  Florida  grapefruit  averaged 
$2.55  per  box  on  the  leading  city  auctions.     On  Monday,  April  27,  about  119 
cars  sold  for  $2.65.    Florida  oranges  continue  to  outsell  California  fruit  by 
a  considerable  margin.    Last  week  50U  cars  of  California  oranges  averaged 
$3-15>  while  k2%  cars  of  Florida  fruit  on  the  same  markets  averaged  $ 3 - 75 - 
On  Monday  of  this  week,  the  average  of  153  cars  of  Florida  oranges  was  $4. 
It  is  expected  that  the  shipments  of  Florida  granges  this  week  will  be  fairly 
heavy.    Market  conditions  are  favorable  and  California,  shipments  were  rela- 
tively light  during  the  latter  part  of  last  week.    Another  incentive  to  ship 
now  is  that,  beginning  the  latter  part  of  May,  cantaloupes  will  furnish  keen 
competition  for  citrus,  particularly  for  grapefruit." 


2a.    HELP  LOCATE  FLORIDA  SKIPPERS 

E.  A.  Spilnan,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  Is  endeavoring  to  communicate 
with  the  Florida  Citrus  Fruit  Company,  formerly  of  Tampa,  Florida,  or  with 
B.  P.  Bagby,     W.  B.  Coarsey,   or  (Mrs.)  Helen  Sparknan,  who  are  alleged  to  be 
responsible  representatives  of  this  organization.      Any  employee  of  the  Fruit 
and  Vegetable  Division  who  knows  of  the  whereabouts  of  this  company  or  its 
agents  will  plep.se  communicate  with  Mr.  Spilnan,  at  the  Washington  office. 
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3a i    PROGRESS  MADE  UNDER  THE  P.A.C.  ACT 

At  the  meeting  of  the  eastern  State  marketing  officials,  held  in 
Washington  on  April  21,  Mr.  Sherman  gave  an  address  on  the  subject:  "Prog- 
ress Made  Under  the  P.A.C.  Act  and  Supplementary  State  'Legislation  Having 
a  Bearing  on  This  Act."      The  next  day,  the  U.S.D.A.  paper,  "Marketing 
Activities,"  carried  the  following  summary  of  Mr.  Sherman's  address :- 

Progress  Under  P.A.C.  Act 
A  statement  of  progress  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities 
Act  was  submitted  to  the  conference .by  Wells  A.  Sherman,  Division  of  Fruits 
and  Vegetables. 

Mr.  Sherman  reported  that  50  opinions  in  cases  of  alleged  violation 
of  the  Act  have  been  rendered  by  the  Solicitor  for  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, but  that  no  hearings  have  as  yet  been  held  on  these  cases.  He 
said  that  the  Bureau  hopes  to  begin  soon  to  hold  public  hearings  and  get 
some  decisions  from  the  Secretary.    He  told  of  the  experiences  of  an  attorney 
who  recently  informed  the  Bureau  that  he  had  collected  a  total  of  $22,000 
in  claims,  merely  by  threatening  to  invoke  the  Federal  law. 

Mr.  Sherman  expressed  the  belief  that  "one  of  the  surest  grounds  on 
which  we  can  inflict  discipline  will  be  the  failure  to  keep  records."  Simple 
cases  of  non-payment  are  frequent  among  the  complaints  received  by  the 
Bureau,  he  said.    In  some  cases  the  complainants  propose  to  moke  the  Federal 
Department  a  court,  with  a  view  to  facilitating  action  and  settling  claims 
at  less  cost  than  would  be  entailed  in  bringing  suit  in  the  civil  courts. 

"One  sort  of  complaint,"  Mr.  Sherman  said,  "is  that  against  the 
shipper  who  confirms  Ui,S.  No.  1  and  then  delivers  a  car  on  which  he  holds 
a  certificate  showing  it  was         No*-  1.    He  takes  his  chances  on  being  able 
to  sell  it.    When  the  receiver  thinks  the  car  is  not  up  to  grade,  he  asks 
for  re-inspection  and  wants  a  small  allowance  from  the  shipper." 

Mr.  Sherman  said  there  are  many  controversies  over  indefinite  con- 
tracts, and  that  it  has  become  a  more  or  less  common  device  nowadays  to  add 
a  few  words  to  communications  which  always  formerly  constituted  a  contract. 
He  said  there  is  a  considerable  amount'"' of  dissatisfaction  among  the  trade 
"over  what  they  feel  is  the  inequality  in  the  method  of  settling  railroad 
claims,"  in  that  partiality  is  accorded  claimants  who  can  throw  traffic  to  a 
road. 

Discussing  State  relationships  under  the  new  Federal  lav/,  Mr..,  Sherman 
said  "there  was  some  State  legislation  dealing  with  interstate  commerce  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  Federal  Act,  which  I  think  almost  airy  State  Attorney 
General  will  tell  the  State  marketing  officials  has  been  in  effect  super- 
seded by  the  Federal  legislation.  Some  States  have  quickly  realized  this 
situation  and  are  putting  themselves  in  a  way  to  line  up  with  the  new  con- 
ditions . " 

In  connection  with  the  licensing  feature  of  the  Federal  law,  Mr. 
Sherman  said:  "I  do  not  know  when  we  will  get  all  people  licensed,  who 
ought  to  be  licensed.    We  will  furnish  a  copy  of  the  names  and. addresses 
of  those  licensed  in  any  particular  State,  and  we  will  be  glad  to  have  in- 
formation on  those  who  are  not  licensed.    Approximately  1^,000  licenses 
have  been  issued  to  date." 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  a  number  of  State  representatives 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  P.A.C.  Act  does  not  go  far  enough,  because 
many  of  the  complaints  which  come  up  in  the  States  relate  to  poultry,  eggs, 
lamb,  etc.,  whereas  the  P.A.C.  Act  covers  only  fruits  and  vegetables. 
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Ha.  FIRST-AID  MEDICINE  KITS 

It  is  desired  to  have  a  record  in  Washington  of  the  branch  offices  of 
the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  in  which  a  first-aid  medicine  kit  is  main- 
tained.   AH  offices  having  such  kits  are  requested  to  advise  the: -Washington 
office  accordingly,  addressing  replies  for  attention' of  Mrs.  Mills . 


5a.    ABOUT  U,000  CARS  OF  APPLES  IIT  N0NTZT3ST  PIT  APRIL  1 

A  recent  letter  from  Mrs.  L.  B.  Gerry,  of  the  Spokane  office,  stated 
that  storage  holdings  of  apples  in  the  northwest  on  April  1  were  U,loO  car- 
loads, divided  as  follows; 


Yakima   2,252  cars 

Wenatchee   1,672  " 

Hood  River   106  " 


Spokane   2S  cars 

Walla  Walla   102  « 

Total:  '4,l60  cars 


Mrs.  Gerry  added  this  comment:  "While  perhaps  a  large  percentage  of 
the  apples  in  storage  have  been  sold  and  are  being  held  for  April  and  May 
delivery,   I  believe  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  our  apple  market 
report  throughout  the  month  of  May.    After  two  circularizations  during  the 
winter  and  spring,  we  still  have  3^0  names  on  our  mailing  list." 

It  should  be  noted  that,   since  April  1,  the  shipment  reports  indicate 
approximately  2,200  cars  of  apples  moved  from  Washington  and  Oregon.  These 
must  be  deducted  from  the  4,l60  cars  mentioned  above. 

6a.    DAMAGE  TO  FRUITS  III  PACIFIC  NORTHWEST 

On  April  27,  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates  released  an 
official  report,  by  J,  S.  Dennee,  Agricultural  Statistician  for  the  State  of 
Washington,  regarding  the  damage  from  recent  cold  spells,  in  that  territory. 
The  report  was  sent  over  the  leased  wire  to  all  market  news  offices.  The 
following  summary  was  published  in  the  Weekly  Market  Review :- 

"Cold  weather  shortly  after  the  middle  of  April  caused  considerable 
damage  to  apples  and  soft  fruits  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.    Strawberries  also 
were  affected.    Damage  to  soft  fruits  and  apples  together  in  the  Yakima  Valley 
is  estimated  around  17$  of  the  expected  tonnage.    Delicious  and  Winesap  suf- 
fered more  than  other  varieties  of  apples.    North-central  Washington  reports 
practically  110  damage." 


7a.    A  REVIEW  OF  THE!  WASHINGTON  ASPARAGUS  SEASON,  '  1950 

T.  R.  Hall,  of  the  Seattle  office,  has  issued  a  10-paged  review  or 
summary  of  the  1930  season  for  asparagus  in  the  State  of  Washington.  This 
is  the  first  report  ever  to  have  been  published  on  the  crop  in  that  State. 
Copies  can  be  obtained  directly  from  Seattle  office. 


THIS  ISSUE  OF  TEN  D.L.  was  prepared  under  difficulties,  as  the  typist 
who  regularly  cuts  the  D.L.  stencils  was  obliged  to  be  absent  this  week  on 
account  of  serious  illness  in  her  hone.      Excuse  the  errors.  —  Editor. 
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lb.  HEW  PACKAGES  EOR  HASTINGS  POTATOES 

An  interesting  report  on  potatoes  in  the  Hastings  section  of  Florida 
was-  received  from  B.  E.  Surry  under  date  of  April  27:- 

"Hew  methods  in  packaging  are  being  tried  in  the  Hastings  section  thi 
year.     One  large  grower  has  packed  a.  few  Spaulding  Rose  in  ^--pov.ni  paper  "boxes. 
The  potatoes  are  first  washed,  run  over  a  grader,-  and  then,  pass  over  a  belt 
and  into  packing  bins.    Twelve  of  these  5-poun&  boxes  are  packed  in  a  large, 
ventilated  pasteboard  box,  making  an  even  bushel  of  potatoes.    One  straight 
car  of  500  bushels  was  loaded  cn  boat  last  week  for  shipment  to  a  New 'York 
firm.     It  is  expected,  that  the  potatoes  will  retail  for  apout        per  pound. 
The  first  experiment  resulted  in  some  dissatisfaction  with  the.  grader  and  the 
washing  processes,   out  improvements  are  planned  to  overcome  these  difficulties. 

"Another  shipper  has  loaded  several  cars  of  Spaulding  Rose  potatoes  in 
"bushel  crates,  and  fairly  good  returns  have  been  realized  in  comparison  with 
barrel  prices.    Operators  here  have  begun  to  fill  orders  for  sacked  potatoes 
in  50  and  100-pound  bags.     It  is  estimated  that  there  is  a  saving  of  60^  for 
every  two  100-pound  sacks  shipped,  compared  with  a  barrel  holding  165  pounds. 
The  freight  on  the  empty  barrel  to  Hew  York  is  15^,  plus  an  extra  cost  of 
about  k^fi  for  packaging.    Several  cars  of  sacked  potatoes  were  loaded  daily 
last  week,  with  an  increasing  demand  for  this  style  of  package. 

"Loadings  from  the  Hastings  section  increased  considerably  last  week, 
when  total  shipments  amounted  to  776  cars,  compared  with  265  the  previous 
week,  bringing  the  total  for  the  State  since  the  first  of  the  year  to  1,S6H 
cars.    This  is  hardly  one-third  of  the  expected  crop.    Daily  shipments  should 
continue  rather  heavy  for  the  next  three  weeks,  with  the  peak  movement  during 
the  first  few  days  in  May.    The  LaCrosse  section  will 'commence  loading  this 
week,  while  Eederal  Point  and  Flagler  areas  are  about  through. 

"The  local  f.o.b.  market  was .  mi  changed  last  week  at  $5«50  f°r  '^°*  1 
stock  in  barrels.    As  soon  as  heavy  movement  began,   the  market  dropped  to  $3 
for  Ho.  2's.     The  anticipated  drop  in  price  of  ITo.  1  stock  failed  to  material- 
ize; however,  it  was  only  with  difficulty  that  operators  were  able  to  main- 
tain the  price,  after  the  sudden  increase  in  shipments.    On  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day, operators  were  forced  to  practically  limit  shipments  to  cars  that  were 
sold,-  seme  growers  stopped  digging,  and  haulings  declined  the  latter  part  of 
the  week.    Demand  was  generally  good  for  ITo.  l's. 

"A  number  of  good  yields  have  been  noted,  some  growers  reporting  from 
50  to  SO  barrels  per  acre.    The  average  for  this  section  to  date  is  probably 
a  little  over  ]40  barrels.    The  percentage  of  Ho.  1  stock  has  alsn  increased, 
with  an  average  around  80$  and  a  few  fields  yielding  as  high  as  '90$  ITo.  lTs." 

2b .    ADVERSE  'WEATHER  AFFECTING  TEXAS'  ONIONS 

R.  G-.  Risser  sent  the  following  information  frcm  Crystal  City,  Texas, 
on  April  2U:~ 

"Continued  cool,  cloudy  and  rainy  weather  has  further  retarded  the 
maturity,  harvesting  and  shipments  of  the  Bermuda  onion  crop  of  southern  Texas, 
Weather  conditions  have  been  unseasonable  and  are  more  favorable  for  spinach 
than  for  the  final  sta,ges  of  an  onion  crop,  but,  as  the  spinach  season  finish- 
ed a.  short  time  ago,  it  is  deriving  no  benefit  from  current  conditions.  The 
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onion  crop,  however,  has  not  only  been  retarded  but  the  quality  of  the  product 
and  the  marketable  yield  has  also  been  adversely  affected.    Reports  indicate 
that  the  normal  process  of  maturity  has  been  repeatedly  interrupted  and  growth 
resumed.    This  has  had  an  unfavorable  effect  upon  the  grade,  as  there  are 
many  seeders  which  should  be  discarded  in  putting  up  the  onions  for  shipment. 

"Buyers  are  having  some  difficulty  at  present  in  getting  sufficient 
U.S.  No.  1  stock  to  fill  their  orders,  and  growers  find  that,  to  make  this 
grade,  they  are  obliged  to  throw  out  an  abnormal  quantity  of  onions  as  culls. 
The  net  result  will  probably  be  a  reduction  in  the  quantity  available  and  suit- 
able for  shipment.     Thrip- infested  crops  have  not  sized-up  as  might  be  expected 
in  consequence  of  the  continued  growing  weather  and,  while  the  onions  as  a 
whole  have  taken  on  some  additional  weight  during  this  period,  this  is  said  to 
be  more  than  offset  by  the  effect  upon  the  grade,  which  is  a  matter  of  more 
than  usual  importance  under  the  present  marketing  situation.    There  are  some 
predictions  that  the  season  will  finish  earlier  than  usual  in  spite  of  the  late 
starts  hut  perhaps  this  is  largely  a  matter  of  guess-work  at  this  time." 

3b .    LARGELY  INCREASED  QUI ON  CROP  IN  CORPUS  CHRIST I 'DISTRICT 

Writing  from  Laredo,  Texas,  in  a  letter  of  April  26,  W.  D.  Googe  sent 
the  following  report  on  onions:- 

"After  being  delayed  by  rains  and  cool  weather,   the  Texas  onion  move- 
ment showed  some  activity  the  latter  part  of  the  past  week.  Shipments  to  date  . 
have  been  around  1,000  cars,  or  less  than  half  the  shipments  to  the  same  tine 
in  1330  •    The  Corpus  Christ i  section  has  begun  shipping,  and  the  Winter  Garden 
area  lias  also  moved  a  few  cars.    The  greatly-increased  acreage  in  Nueces  and 
San  Patricio  counties  (the  Corpus  -Christ i  area)  is  a  disturbing  factor  in  the 
onion  outlook  for  Texas  this  season.    Plantings  in  those  counties  in  1930  were 
estimated  around  500  acres,  while  this  year  U,S00  acres  are  reported.  With 
favorable  weather  for  harvesting  the  crop,  that  section  will  ship  approximate- 
ly 1,000  cars  in  1931>  compeared  with  less  than  50  last  year.  - 

"Shipping-point  carlot  prices  the  latter  part  of  the  week  settled  to 
mostly  S0^'  cash-track  and  ^§<j>_  usual  terms  for  Yellow  Bermudas  In  50-pound  ba-gs. 
Crystal  Wax  brought  $1.25-$l,jo  cash-track  and  around  $1.5+0  on  wire  orders. 
Onions  lorded  in  crates  were  generally ' quo ted  10^  higher  than  the  above  prices. 
Loadings  this  season  have  run  heavily  to  bags  rather  than  to  crates,  which 
have  been  the  standard  containers  for  Texas  onions  in  former  years.  These 
prices  represent  a  decline  of  about  1+0^  for  each  variety  from  those  paid  at 
the  opening  of  the  season,  and  are  approximately  the  same  as  were  paid  a  year 
ago  at  this  time  for  the  same  grade  of  onions.    And  the  grade  is  a  feature  of 
the  deal  this  season.    Practically  all  shipments  to  date  have  been  of  the  U.S. 
Commercial  grade,  averaging  80$  U.S.  No.,  l's.    Too  much  rain  and  cool  weather 
have  resulted  in  many  seed-stems  and  dirty  onions,  and  so  far  very  few  strict- 
ly U.S.  No.  1  cars  have  been  loaded.    Shippers  are  rather  pessimistic  on  the 
subject  of  prices." 

^b.  EIGE  PRICES  POR  PIRST  CANTALOUPES  IN  NEW  YORK 

S.  R.  Biddle  wired  from  New  York  on  April  27  as  follows:-  "first  car 
cantaloupes  from  California  selling  today:  Standards  U5's  Salmon  Tints  $lg~ 
$20;  Poilys  5lMs$ll~$12,  f  ew  $12^0-;  .  orangc-pack  $7~$S . " 


2S0 


Division  Letter,  Mag  1,  1931 


5'°  •     COLD  WEATHER  IM  COLORADO 

Bryce  Morris,  of  the  Denver'  office,  wrote  in 'part 'as  follows,   in  a 
letter  dated  April  25:- 

"The  past  week  has  "been  cold  and  damp,  with  a  considerable  loss  to 
snail  fruit  in  the  vicinity  of  Denver,  which  had  blossomed  previously  to 
April  20.    The  temperature  was  slightly  higher  on  the  Western  Slope,  where 
no  damage  has  "been  reported  to  date  on  pears  and  peaches,  although  there  is 
still  danger  from  freezes.    A  heavy  snow  has  he en  falling  in  Denver  for  the 
past  2k  hours  and,  although  much  of  the  snow  melted  as  it  fell,  a  consider- 
able portion  still  covers  the  ground." 

6b.  I-TSWS  gROM  THE  LOWER  RIO  GRAM  VALLEY 

C.  D.  Schoolcraft  wrote  as  follows  from  Brownsville  under  date  of 
April  26:-  " 

"Markets  in  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  .Texas  have  held  fairly  well 
during  the  past  week.    The  notable  exception  is  the  onion  market  in  the 
Raymqndville  section.    Quality  of  the  onions  in  that  section  has  been  only 
fair  on  Yellow  Bermudas  and  rather  ordinary  on  Crystal  lax.    A  good  portion 
of  the  Yellow  Bermuda  stock  has ' been  making  U.S.  Commercial  grade,  but  only 
a  small  portion  of  the  Wax  stock  has  been  able  to  pass  that  grade.    Some  of 
the  first  cars  from  the  ■^aynondville  section  hit  market  in  a  rather  poor 
condition  and  this  fact,  together  with  increased  .movement  from  Laredo  and 
the  Winter  Garden  district,  caused  a  marked  decline  in  prices  and  a  slowing- 
up  of  demand.    There  is  some  talk  of  considerable  acreage  being  abandoned 
around  Raymondville,  if-jprices  continue  at  present  levels.     In  many  fields, 
quality  is  so  poor  thaiA6-0$  or  fOfo  of  the  crop  is  merchantable,  and  the  har- 
vesting-costs on  this  stock  make  it  unprofitable  to  pull  the  crop.  Movement 
from  that  section  has  averaged  close  to  50  cars  a  day  this  past  week.  Next 
week  will  see  the  active  movement  ended. 

"Tome, to  movement  is  getting  under  way  slightly  earlier  than  last  year. 
About  10  cars  were  shipped  last  week  and  movement  will  likely  increase  to  10 
or  15  cars  per  day  by  the.  end  of  this  week.    Unseasonably  cool  and  cloudy 
weather  has  caused  rather  narked  prevalence  of  blight.    Growers,  are  spraying 
actively  and  danage  may  not  be  serious.     Inspectors  report  the  maturity  of 
these  early  shipments  as  fairly  good  and  the  stock  is  being  graded  U.S.  ITo.ll 
This  stock  is  selling  for  around  $3.50  per  lug,  f .o.b.    Farmers  are  receiving 
6{£  per  pound  for  Uo.  1  stock.  . 

"The  potato  market  has  held  steady,  with  shipments  averaging  around 
kO  cars  per. day.  This .week  will  see  the  active  movement  from  this  section 
completed.  Present  estimates  now  place  shipments  for  the  remainder  of  the 
season  between  J00  and  U00  cars.  .  "  ' 

"Demand  for  beans  has  been  equal  to  the  supply,  with  shipments  around 
15. cars  a  day.    Bean  movement  will  be  somewhat  lighter  after  the  first  of 
this  week.     Shipments  will  fall  short  of  last  year1 s . movement  by 'probably 
200  cars. 

"The  season  on  cabbage,  beets  and  carrots  is  practically  ended.  While 
shipments  of  cabbage  are  .still  running  30  or  ]40  cars  daily  from  the  Valley, 
and  ■beet.s  and  carrots  each  six  or  eight  cars  per  day,  they  are  being  loaded 
over  such  a. wide  territory  "that  it  is  difficult  to  find  any  marked  movement 
at  any  point."  ,  t 
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To .     IDAHO  POTATO  SEAS  PIT  ITEARIHG  AIT  |HD 

L.  C.  Tate  sent  the  following  information  in  a  letter  of  April  23  from 
Idaho  Falls i- 

"Dealers  believe  that  there  are  around  ^fOGO  carloads  of  potatoes  in 
Idaho  at  this  time*    Although  the  market  has  given  signs  of  improvement  during 
.the  last  10  days,  nothing  has  developed.    Prices  are  now  ah  out  as  low  as  they 
have  been  at  any  time  this  season,  with  the  exception  of  a  week  or  two  early 
in  March.    Reports  from  the  lower  country  show  that  jelly-end  is  quite  general 
in  the  potatoes  held  there,  but  the  upper  country  appears  to  have  held  back 
the  best  quality  potatoes,   so  that  present  .loadings  are  of  generally  nice 
appearing  stock  ixn  good  condition.    Small-bag  business  is  about  finished  for 
the  season,  because  of  the  danger  of  sprouts.    California  markets  continue 
very  sluggish  this  week,  taking  only  occasional  cars  from  Idaho.     The  Los 
Angeles  market,  usually  a  leading  outlet,  has  received  eight  to  ten  carloads 
of  new  potatoes  from  nearby  sections  during  the  last  two  weeks,  and  these 
stocks,  together  with  liberal  boat  receipts  from  the  Pacific  Northwest,  have 
controlled  that  market.   

"Local  information  concerning  frost  damage  to  soft  fruits  in  the  Boise- 
Payette  Valley  last  Monday  indicates  that,  beyond  necessary  thinning,  the  crop 
prospects  have  not  been  reduced.    So  I  might  say  that,  while  considerable 
anxiety  was  caused,   there  is  nothing  of  consequence  to  report. 

"Onions  are  practically  all  planted  in  the  lower  country,  and  a  few 
scattered  acreages  in  the  upper  valley  are  still  being  considered  for  onions. 
But,  due  to  the  fact  that  they  would  have  to  be  set  with  plants  at  this  late 
time,  I  rather  doubt  that  upper  valley  acreage  will  amount  to  anything,  be- 
cua.se  farmers  are  generally  not  in  shape  to  carry  this  expense," 

3b.    U1TFAV0RABLS  WEATHER  ITS  STATE  OP  WASKDTGTOIT 

T,  R.  Hall  wrote  from  Seattle  in  a  letter  of  April  2-U  as  follows:- 
"Heavy  winds  throughout  the  State  during  the  past  few  days  have  been 
very  detrimental  to  truck  crops  of  eastern  Washington.    Prospects  for  a  satis- 
factory season  among  eastern  Washington  asparagus  shippers  are  growing  less 
favorable,   since  the  season  is  so  late  and  middl ewe stern  markets  will  soon  be 
amply  supplied  with  stock  grown  within  trucking  distance.    Green  peas,  Iceberg 
lettuce,  cabbage  and  other  early  truck  crops  of  western  Washington  have  also 
suffered  somewhat,  though,  it  is  too  early  to  ascertain  definitely  the  extent 
of  damage.     Some  plantings  in  protected  areas  are  unaffected,  and  from  these 
limited  spots  will  come  the  earliest  vegetables. 

"Growers  of  small  fruits  in  both  eastern  Washington  and  the  Paget  Sound 
section  have  had  an  uneasy  week,  due  to  the  frequent  and  erratic  recurrence 
of  frosts  in  different  districts.     It  is  too  early  to  determine  the  extent  of 
damage  to  the  cherry  crop  in  eastern  Washington  or  to  strawberries  in  western 
Washington  and  mid-Columbia  or  Kennewick  districts.    Cane  fruits  apparently 
have  escaped  damage  so  far." 

9b .     NORTHWEST  CARLO T  SHIPMENT  REPORT 

I.Irs,  L.  B.  Gerry,  of  the  Spokane  office,  has  issued  under  date  of 
March  16  her  annual  summary  and  comparative  statement  of  carlo t  shipments  of 
fruits  and  vegetables^  for  the  calendar  year  1936  from  points  in  Washington, 
Oregon,  Idaho  and  Montana.    Copies  of  this  summary  can  be  obtained  directly 
from  the  Spokane  office . 
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10b.    MOBS  MILT  I  IT  SQUTHER1T  FLORIDA 

7.  H.  ilicholson  sent  the  following  report  in  a  letter  of  April  25  from 
Selle  Glade,  Florida:-  '  „ 

"Excessive  rainfall  this  week  seriously  injured  the  tomato  and  pepper 
crops  on  the  East  Coast  from  Vero  Beach  to  'Homestead,    According  to1 buyers 
who  have  come  in  from  the  Coast,  rains  have  almost  ruined_  the  tomato  crop 
around  Ft.  Lauderdale  and  Homestead.    Quality  this  season  never  has  been  good, 
and  the  few  remaining  cars  must  necessarily  be  of  very  ordinary  quality. 

"The  pepper  crop  around  Pompano  also  has  been  seriously  damaged  and  it 
is  probable  that  shipments  vail  show  a  sharp  decrease  after  this  week.  Re- 
maining shipments  of  peppers  will  probably  show  the  effects  of  excessive  rain- 
fall.   Prices  of  best  peppers  at  Pompano  have  been  reported  around  $3-$:3»50 
for  Fancy  stock.   

"Probably  about  165  cars  of  beans  will  be  shipped  from  Florida  this 
week,  as  the  movement  of  today  is  expected  to  be  rather  heavy.    From  two- 
thirds  to  three- fourths  of  the  total  movement  of  beans  is  coming  from  the 
Lake  Okeechobee  section.    The  heavy  rains  did  not  extend  over  this  section, 
and  crops  are  in  fair  condition.    Most  of  the  beans  that  are  now  moving  are 
of  fair  quality,  with  an  occasional /car  of  good  stock  commanding  a  premium  of 
50^-75^  above  the  market.     Over  twc-thirds  of  the  shipments  are  of  the  Bounti- 
ful variety.    Growers  and  shippers  are  expecting  the  quality  to  be  much  better 
next  week,  and,  if  favorable  weather  continues,  peak  movement  is  expected 
toward  the  middle  or  end  of  the  week.    Movement  after  May  10  will  be  rather 
light,  but,  if  weather  and  market  conditions  permit,  shipments  will  extend 
until  June. 

"The  tomato  crop  in  the  Lake  Okeechobee  district  is  in  a  fair  condition 
but  rains  about  10  days  or  two  weeks  ago  drowned  some  of  the  acreage  between 
here  and  Pahokee.    The  acreage  in  the  Lake  Okeechobee  section  will  probably 
amount  to  2,000  or  2,500  acres  this  season.    First  cars  were  expected  this 
week,  but  the  movement  to  date  has  been  limited  to  express  lots.    It  now  . 
appears  that  there  will  be  few  tomatoes  out  of  this  section  before.  May  5-" 

lib.    HIGH  PRICES  FOR  WSSTER1T,  LETTUCE 

ITearly  all  the  eastern  markets  reported  very  high  prices  last  week  on 
Iceberg-type  lettuce.    A.  B.  Far linger  wrote  as  follows  about  Cleveland :- 

"We  had  a  rather  unusual  market  on  Iceberg  lettuce  in  Cleveland  the 
last  three  or  four  days  of  the  week  ending  April  25.    Buyers  were  excited  and. 
fighting  to  get  lettuce  at  rapidly-advancing  prices.    Supplies  were  quickly 
cleaned  up,  with  California  stock  bringing  $S  per  crate,  compared  with  $H~ 
$U.50  the  first  of  the  week.  .'Arizona  lettuce  in  poor  condition  that  could  not 
be  sold  on  Monday,  April  20, "for  $1  per  crate  sold  readily  on  Wednesday  at 
$2.50.    ^his  gave  local  receivers  and  dealers  an  opportunity  to  sell  all  their 
poor-condition  stock,  that    -ordinarily  could  not  have  been  sold  at  any  price 
and  in  many  ,  instances  would  probably .  have  been  dumped.    By  Wednesday  afternooi 
no  lettuce  was  on  the  Cleveland  market.      On  Friday,  the  2Uth,  a  car  of  Cali- 
fornia stock  arrived  about  10:30  in  the  morning  and  in  less  than  one  hour  it 
was  sold,  unloaded  and  delivered.    Local  dealers  say  that  this  is  the  most 
active  market  on  any  commodity  that  they  have  had  in  several  years,  and  is  by 
far  the  most  excited  activity  that  I  have  witnessed  since  being  in  Cleveland." 
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12b.    UAIlfl  POTATO  MET  U5AK 

In  his  Inst  letter  iron  Presque  Isle,  Maine,  W.  D.  Hull  sent  the  fol- 
lowing inf ornat.io n  regarding  potatoes:,     It  is  dated  April  27:- 

"Denad  for  Maine  potatoes  was  very  slow  last  week,  which  resulted  in 
a  further  weakening  of  the  local  market  to  the  low  f.o„b.  level  of  $1.30  Per 
cwt . ,  and  street  prices  were  lowered  to  $1c7d  PGr  "barrel.    Receipts  were  rather 
light  immediately  following  this  reduction,  "but,  as  the  week  advanced  with  no 
increase  in  demand,  the  farmers  reconciled  themselves  to  the  low  prices  and 
sold  more  freely.    Many  of  the  shippers  and  a  few  of  the  growers  have  adopted 
the  policy  that  it  is  "better  to  sell  at  present  prices,  even  though  they  are 
lower  than  expected,   than  to  hold  for  higher  prices  which  may  not  materialize 
and  eventually  have  to  haul  unsold  stock  to  the  starch  factories  late  in  May 
at  50^~k0^  per  barrel.    Total  shipments  for  the  season  are  expected  to  reach 
close  to  55>000  cars,  provided  there  is  not  too  drastic  a  decline  in  prices 
received  for  the  balance  of  the  stock  yet  to  be  moved." 


1 3b .    ERIgg  ITQTDS  FROM  YHSTDRiT  ggg  YORK 

A.  L.  Thomas  wrote  in  part  as  follows  from  Rochester  in  a  letter  of 
April  2S:- 

"  Demand  and  trading  im  apples  has  been  very  slow  during  the  week. 
Many  storages  p„re  cleaning  up  as  fast  as  possible,  but  the  movement  is  not  as 
heavy  as  it  should  be  to  clear  the  storages  before  real  warm  weather  arrives. 
The  quality  of  the  fruit  is  only  fair  and  very  little  of  the  stock  will  grade 
U.S.  -Jo.  1,  due  to  scald,  bruises,  etc. 

"The  market  for  potatoes  has  held  about  steady.    Any  accurate  estimate 
of  the  Quantity  remaining  in  western  ITew  York  is  practically  impossible,  but 
most  dealers  believe  that  about  200  cars  remain  to  be  shipped. 

"There  has  been  no  demand  or  trading  in  carrots.  About  52  cars  rolled 
from  the  State  this  week  and  practically  all  were  consigned.    Dealers  are 
getting  desperate  and  are  consigning  to  any  market  that  will  take  a  car. 
Holdings  are  heavy,  both  in  the  growers'  .and  the  dealers'  hands." 

lUb .    HAULIITG  BY  TRUCK  ZROM  LOS  AiKfflLSS  TO  SALT  I>Jffl  CITY 

L.  S,  Perm,  of  the  Salt  Lake  City  office,  sent  the  following  report 
in  a  letter  of  April  23:- 

"Long-distance  hauling  of  perishables  is  a  subject  racch-talked-of 
by  produce  men  in  Salt  Lake  City,  and  has  attracted  so  many  truckers  into 
the  business  that  we  are  having  difficulty  in  obtaining  an  accurate  account 
of  their  unloads.    However,  I  believe  that  we  are  getting  a  record  of  S>5$  °f 
these  receipts  by  truck. 

"During  March,  2g  commodities,  amounting  to  considerably  more  than  20 
carloads,  were  hauled  into  Salt  Lake  City  by  truck.    Practically  everything 
except  four  cars  of  potatoes  was  from  Los  Angeles ■,  a  distance  7 00  miles. 
There  r.re  several  refrigerated  trucks  on  the  road,  one  of  which  arrived  with 
24,000  pounds  of  produce.     It  is  a  10-ton  truck,  with  a  gross  tonnage  of 
34,000  pounds.    Most  of  the  refrigerated  trucks,  however,  are  of  the  5~'ton 
size . " 
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15b .    KWY  M0V3MSHT  0?  LOUIS iAhA  BERP.IES  " 

R.  L.  Sutton  wrote  in  part  as  follows  in.  a  letter  of  April  2S  from  the 
field  station  at  Hammond,  La.:-. 

"Strawberry  shipments  from  Louisiana  so  far  this  season  have  filled 
2,059  errs,  compared  with  1,312  to  the  same  tine  last  year.     It  is  generally 
predicted  that  the  total  shipments  will  "be  in  the  neighborhood  of.  3, 500  cars. 
Lra.st  year  2,328  were  forwarded  during  the  entire  season.    The  quality  and  con- 
dition of  the  "berries  are  holding  up  satisfactorily.     It  was  noticeable  yes- 
terday, however,  that  the  size  of  the  fruit  ran  slightly  smaller. 

"Those  in  close  touch  with  the  deal  are  of  the  opinion  that,  with  the 
"benefits  derived  fron  a  good  rain,   it  is  possible,  for  the  movement  during  the 
first  week  of  May  to  exceed  any  previous  record,  but  I  personally  believe  that 
we  reached  our  greatest  outturn  on  April  20  when  190  cars  were  shipped.  The 
carload  shipments  this  season  are  receiving'  a  wider  distribution  than  has 
ever  been  known  in  the  history  of  the  strawberry  industry  in  Louisiana. 

"Because  of  the  heavier  production,  there  is  a  possibility  of  a  local 
shortage  of  crates.    Such  a  shortage  would  not  be  serious,  however,  because 
outside  mills  .are  in  a  position  to  place  in  this  territory  a  large  number  of 
cars  of  material.    There  has  been  some  talk  of  loading  straight  cars  of  2H- 
quart  crates,  but  so  far  this  has  not  developed.    There  have  been,  however, 
a  few  cars  with  a  small  number  of  quart  crates  loaded  with  the  pints,.    It  has 
been  noticeable  during  the  auctions  that  the  few  cars  of  2d- pint  flat  crates 
have  sold  from  5^  to  1^<P  higher  than  the  standard  2J+~pi-nt  crates.    This  may 
be  on  account  of  the  limited  number  of  flats  available,  rather  than  because 
.of  actual  preference  for  this  type  of  crate." 

16b .    CnOF  ITQTES  FROM  S OUTERS  TSRI"  FLORIDA 

R.  M,  Peterson  sent  the  following  notes  from  Bradenton  on  April  27:- 

"Practically  all  of  the  Sarasota  celery  crpjfias  been  harvested.  The 
cutting  was  rushed,  to  keep  as  far  ahead  of  the  seed-stems  as  possible,  and 
the  precooling  plant  operated  both  day  and  night,  packing  around  30  cars 
daily  all  of  last  week.    The  shipments  this  week  will  be  very  light  and  may 
not  total  over  25  cars.    Manatee  County  expects  to  continue  to  ship  around 
25  cars  of  celery  per  week  until  after  the  middle  of  May.  The  shippers  still 
own  a  large  percentage  of  the  Manatee-Sarasota  celery  which  is  in  storage  at 
the  terminal  markets.  - 

"The  fauchula  cucumber  shipments  increased  much  more  rapidly  than  was 
anticipated.  The  first  car  moved  out  last  Thursday,  3  cars  on  Friday,  and  g 
errs  Saturday.    The  movement  this  week  is  expected  to  run  around  10  cars  daily. 
All  of  this  stock  is  from  board-protected  fields,  and  the  quality  is  generally 
good,  with  a  satisfactory  percentage  of  the  pack  grading  Fancy.    The  cucumbers 
in  the  Bushnell-C enter  Hill  district,  although  75  miles  farther  north,  are 
slightly  earlier  this  season,  with  around  1 5  cars  out  last  Saturday. 

"Manatee  tomatoes  have  progressed  nicely  the  past  week.  A  few  cars 
may  be  loaded  toward  the  end  of  this  week,  but  the  movement  is  expected  to 
be  very  light  until  after  May  10." 

17b.    PROGRESS  0?  IMPERIAL  CA1TIAL0UPS  SEAS 011 

A.  S.  Prugh  wired  from  Brawley  on  April  30:-  "Five  cars  cantaloupes 
billed  up  to  Wednesday,  April  29.    Heavy  rain  Sunday,  with  cool  nights  follow- 
ing.   Movement  expected  slowly  reach  25  cars  daily  by  May  10,  then  showing 
usual  seasonal  increr.se." 


i sb .  Emms  imsnsD  pa  carpi  no-  aiu;ual  llave 

Several  men  have  not  yet  replied  to  Par.  10b  in  the  Division  Letter 
for  April  10,  regarding  the  periods  desired  for  annual  leave .     If  you  have 
not  made  reply,  ple.ase  do  so  immediately,   so  that  schedules  can  he  prepared 
for  the  summer  relief  work. 


1 3"° •     COPIES  DSSIHhD  OF  STATISTICAL  BULLS  TIL"  Ho.  30 

If  any  offices  have  extra  copies  of  Statistical  Bulletin  Ho. .  3'0,  which 
are  not  needed,  please  forward  them  to  the  Washington  office.     Our  supply  of 
this  "bulletin  is  exhausted,  and  it  will  be  some  time  before  a  reprint  can  he 
obtained.    The  title  of  the  bulletin  is:  "Carlot  Shipments  and  Unloads  of 
Important  Fruits  and  Vegetables,  Calendar  Years  1327  and  192S." 

20b .    SAMPLE  DAILY  ZSP.QRTS  SB  ITT  TO  ALL  OFFICES 

A  set  of  the  daily  reports  issued  at  market  and  field  stations  is 
again  being  mailed  to  all  offices  of  the  Hews  Service.    We  hope  that  these 
will  be  of  interest  in  showing  the  various  methods  of  arrangement  and  pre- 
sentation of  the  market  news  material.    Particular  attention  is  called  to 
the  publication  of  the  "12-Cities  Track"  report.    A  recent  comment  regarding 
this  information  reads  as  follows :- 

"This  report  is  now  being  received  very  favorably  by  the  trade  and 
they  are  desirous  that  it  be  continued.    At  first  they  were  apathetic  and 
seemed  little  interested,  but  they  have  found  that  the  information  is  of 
value . " 

In  view  of  the  favorable  reception  of  these  combined  track  holdings, 
where  they  hove  been  published,  it  Is  suggested  that  those  offices  which 
have  not  been  using  the  report  should  arrange  to  include  it  in  their  daily 
bulletins,  even  where  it  is  necessary  to  carry  it  one  day  late  because  of 
the  hour  of  release. 

I3IJD3LL  CALHOUH, 
Marke ting  Specialist. 

OFFICS  UOTLS  (Continued  from  Page  290) :- 

Word  has  just  been  received  that  the  residence  address  of  H.A.  Polster, 
in  charge  of  the  Dallas  inspection  office,  has  been  changed  to  55H  xtoss  Ave., 
phone  87-2193.    Please  make  this  change  at  once  on  your  copy  of  the  revised 
address  list,  enclosed  with  this  D.L. 

The  change  of  address  for  the  Denver  office  of  the  Market  Hews  Service, 
announced  in  last  week1  s  D.L.,  will  not  be  effective  until  about  May  15»  as 
there  has  been  a  delay  in  moving  into  the  new  Customs  House. 

ALL  EMPLOYEES  everywhere  should  keep  in  mind  that  It  is  one  of  their 
duties  always  to  keep  the  Washington  office  informed  as  to  any  changes  in 
address  or  phone  number  of  the  local  office,  as  well  as  changes  in  residence 
address  or  phone  number.    Sometimes  these  matters  are  overlooked,  but  it  is 
important  that  Washington  be  kept  advised  of  all  such  changes  in  the  field. 

SUPL5VISIITG  IITSPLCTORS  should  report  promptly  any  changes  needed  in 
the  table  on  page  2SS  of  this  D.L.,  so  as  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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Station 

Mail 
List 

•  •  T 
-  X 

li  Charge 

ROCHESTER,  IT.Y.** 

:  S37 

i  A- 

L. 

Thomas 

316  Triangle  Bldg. 

■  H. 

S. 

Duncan 

IDAHO  FALLS,  IDA. 

S45 

L. 

C. 

Tate 

230  Federal  Bldg. 

WINTER  RAVES',  FLA.** 

920 

H. 

Willson 

DeWitt -Taylor  Bldg. 

G-HA1TD  RAPIDS,  MICH.** 

895 

R. 

E. 

Keller 

'412  P.O.  Bldg. 

BROWITSVILLS,  TEXAS** 

931 

C 

L. 

School era 

Chancer  of  Conner ce 

HAMMOItt),  LA. , 

S02 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

P.  0.  Bldg. 

LAREDO,  TEXAS** 

SOI: 

W. 

D. 

Googe 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

HAST  1 1TGS,  FLA.** 

851  j 

B. 

s. 

Surry 

Power  &  Light  Bldg. 

CRYSTAL  CITY,  TEXAS** 

S67; 

R. 

G. 

Risser 

Chancer  of  Commerce 

BRADEKTOiT,  FLA.** 

S50: 

R. 

M. 

Peterson 

Pier  Bldg. 

BELLE  GLADS,  FLA.** 

537: 

V. 

H. 

Nicholson 

Glades  Hotel 

CHADS odrit;  h.c.** 

SO5: 

A. 

M. 

McDowell 

BRA7JLEY    calif  ** 

808- 

A 

E. 

CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MISS. 

809: 

J. 

B. 

Owens 

Reports 


First  . 
Bulletin 


Probably, 
vill  close 


Vpp,  y»q* 

•    iiU  V  »     JJ  1 

A ->-.-.-."]  pq 

.CTa j-. '  J_-'  J-  O  O 

:  Sent 

j 

'  Mnv  ?Q 

i.k  ty  &j 

0  V)  "i  n  ti  Q  ^ 

3 

Pr>  T*r*  n  *f*  q 

3 

;  May  2 

:  -o  cp  L/ . 

3 

■  Mar.  2S* 

-  Celery* 

■  Sept . 

3 

j  Jan.  10* 

O 

:  Oct.  U* 

Grapes* 

Sept. 

23  Oct.  29* 

Potatoes 

'  Oct .. 

6 

:  May  29 

OCp  b  . 

'IF 

"  May"9 

UllI  us 

UCT;  . 

1 

j  May  29 

Oft 

2U 

:  Hov.  7* 

On  "i  n  to  c?  ^ 

Dr»f 

2U 

:  Apr.  21* 

X^U  L)      L/  u  0 

CVf 

u  «, 

2U 

:  May  15 

Pp  TVhfa  r-"(3 

U  oMi  • 

K 

O  U  J.  iici-L/ii 

Jan 

5 

:  Mar.  7* 

U  <_j.il. 

5 

'  Mrv  15 

Ton 

r 

b 

:  May  15 

Beans 

Mar. 

20 

:  Mrv  15 

Potatoes 

Mar. 

30 

:  May  15 

Onions 

Apr. 

6 

:  May  29 

Tomatoes  , 

iipr . 

23 

:  May  29 

StbrV : 

Mar." 

26" 

:  May  15 

Onions  ■ 

Apr. 

Potatoes  : 

Apr. 

8 

\  May  20 

unions 

A-nT» 

iipr. 

11+ 

j  May  23 

v  t;g,b  •  , 

*A.JJ-i  m 

13 

May  29 

Beans  \ 

Apr . 

20 

May  l6 

Peppers  " 

Apr. 

20 

May  16 

Tomatoes  : 

Apr. 

20 

May  l6 

Stbr. 

May  1 

May  l"6 

Hants.  • 

May  k 

July  11 

Vegs.  ; 

May  5 

June  6 

Tomatoes  j 

June 

1  : 

June  27 

The  following  stations  probably  will  open  on  dates  indicated 


MOBILE,  ALA.** 
MOEETT,  MO.** 


92U;  T7.  D.  Hull  '  j  'Potatoes  :  May  11    June  13 

857:  W.  G.  Thompson         Stbr.        ;  May  15   :May  29 


The  following  station  closed  on  date  indicated: 
PRESQJJE  ISLE,  ME.**  ;  8U2:  ¥.  D.  Hull  ;  .Potatoes 

,  Hedrich  Block  ■ 


Sept.  li  Apr.  30 


**  State  cooperating.  *  Reports  discontinued. 

TflT.  D.  Hull  en  route  to  Mobile.        T7.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco. 
H.  E.  Rutland  at  Presque  Isle,  Maine. 


"I     INSPECT  I  OH  SERVICE 


ATTENTION!    ALL  Ij TSPECTORS  : 

With  this  D.L.  we  are  distributing  copies  of  the  April  20  revision 
of  the  list  of  inspection  offices  and  the  men  at  each  office.    Will  you 
please  examine  very  carefully  the  data  published  for  your  city  or  for  your 
office,  .and  advise  the  editor  at  once  of  any  errors  or  omissions? 

If  any  addresses  or  phone  numbers  are  wrong,  we  desire  to  know  this 
at  once.     If  the  personnel  or  any  other  details  are  incorrect,  please  let 
us  know  promptly,   so  that  corrections  may  he  issued. 

—  DESTROY  IMM3D LATELY  ANY  OLD  COPIES  OP  ADDRESS  LISTS  OH  HAND.-- 


lc.    REVISED  P.P.I.-g  LISTS 

With  this  D.L,,  each  city  office  of  the  Inspection  Service  will  re- 
ceive 10  copies  of  the  F.P.I.-S  list,  revised  to  April  1,  1531*    Se  sure  to 
destroy  all  previous  lists  of  this  kind,  to  avoid  confusion.     It  will  be 
noticed  that  the  new  list  includes  a  total  of  ^7  offices. 


2c.    COPIES  OP  SPEECH  Oh  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK  .  • 

Each  inspector  will  receive  with  this  D,L..a  copy  of  Mr.  Butner's 
address  on  "The  Operation  Problems  of  State-Pederal  Shipping-Point  Inspection, 
which  was  given  at  the  meeting  of  marketing  officials  in  Washington  April  21. 

3c.    COOPERATIVE  AGREEMENTS  WITH  MINNESOTA  AND  NORTH  DAKOTA  1 

Arrangements  have  been  completed  for  Pederal-State  shipping-point 
inspection  work  on  fruits  and  vegetables,  particularly  potatoes,  with  the 
States  of  Minnesota  and  North  Dakota.    The  agreements  will  become  effective 
on  July  1,  and  it  is  expected  that  as  a  result  of  recent  legislation  in  both. 
States,  dealing  with  potato  grading  and  branding,  a  large  number  of  shipments 
will  be  inspected.    This  leaves  only  three  States  -  Rhode  Island,  South 
Dakota,  and  New  Mexico,  -  in  which  there  are  no  cooperative  agreements  for 
shipping-point  work. 

He.     CENTRAL  CALIFORNIA  LETTUCE  INSPECTIONS  UNDER  WAY 

"Lettuce  inspections  are  in  full  swing  in  the  Salinas  and  Wp.tsonville 
districts.     The  inspection  personnel  has  been  greatly  increased  this  week 
and  r»&c  it io.nal  men  will  be  needed  next  week  to  handle  the  increasing  work. 
The  lettuce  in  the  Salinas  district  is  showing  a  wide  range  of  quality,  accord 
ing  to  Mr.  Hannaford.    Tipburn  in  some  sections  is  the  principal  defect,  and 
on  account  of  the  good  market  some  shippers  are  cutting  before  the  lettuce 
has  reached  its  proper  solidity.    A  number  of  cars  have  been  shipped  out  by 
express  this  season."  -(from  California  "Inspectors'  Notes,"  April  2M-) 

"RELATION  OP  FOLIAGE  to  fruit  Size  and  Quality  in  Apples  and  Pears," 
is  the  title  of  Bulletin  No.  2^9,  recently  issued  by  the  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station  at  Pullman,  Washington. 
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TEMPORARY  ENATAUARTERS  OP  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION' WC 

Approxinatt 

3  date  of  . 

State 

Supervisor 

products 

Opening 

Closing 

FLORIDA: 

0.  G.  Strauss, 
P.O.  Box  1SS, 
Orlando,.  Pla. 

Citrus 

Aug.  27 

May  15 

LOUISIANA: 

H.  S.  Moles, 
Hammond,  La. 

Strawberries . 

Apr.  1 

May  9  M 

T3XAS : 

H.  T.  Longino, 

Room  5 »  Madison  Hotel, 
Harlingen,  Texas 

Vegetables 

To v .  20 

.  May  25  ] 

ARIZONA: 

R,  H.  Bertelson, 
BBB  Bldg., 

ITo gal  e s ,  Ar i  z c na 

Mexican 
tonatoes 

Dec.  1 

May  10 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason, 

U02  Ochoa  Bldg., 
San  Juan,  P.R. 

Citrus 

Apr.  1 

ITov.  1 

ALABAMA: 

J.  A.  Marks , 
c/o  State  Div.  of 
Markets, 

Mont goner y,  Ala. 

Strawberries 
Vegetables 

Apr.  13 
Apr.  13 

May  1 
June  15 

MISSISSIPPI: 

P.  S.  Kinsey, 

Crystal  Springs,  Miss. 

Vegetables 

Apr.  20 

July  1 

ARKANSAS : 

G.  W.  Winfrey, 
;      Van  Bur en,  Ark. 

Strawberries 
Vegetables 

Apr.  27 

May  10 

July  1 
July  1 

NORTH  CAROLINA;  G.  R.  Warren, 

Chad'ooiEEa,  IT.  C . 

Strawberries 

May  h 

May  l6 

TZINlSSSEE: 

■  W.  J.  Bertush, 

■  Hun  I b  o  1  d  t ,  T  e  nn . 

Strawberries 

May  h 

i.iciy 

RLP0RTS  on  Maine  potatoes  can  "be  obtained  iron  Vernon  Palmer,  Inspector, 
at  Caribou,  Maine . 


Report s  on  vegetables  fron  the  Winter  Garden  (Crystal  City)  district?  of 
Texas  can  be  had  through  the  San  Antonio  office . 

5 c .     C PACES LLA  VALLEY  OlTIOliS  M0VII1G 

"Word  was  received  fron  Charles  McConnell,  who  is  now  at  Indie,  Calif., 
that  v  few  cars  of  Bermuda  onions  left  this  week,  but  these  were  not  certified. 
Certifications  should  start  this  current  week.    With  the  Coachella  Valley  acre- 
age-only half  that  of  last  year  and  about  one  quarter  of  the  acreage  of  twt  { 
years  ago,  shipments  will  be  the  lightest  since  inspections  were  first  nade  in 
the  Coachella  Valley."  —  (fron  California  "Inspectors'  Notes,"  April  2U) 
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6  c .     INSPECTION  OF  POTATOES  IN  SMALL  SACKS 

The  potatoes  from  a  single  15  or  25-pound  sack  do  not  constitute  a 
fair  sample,  as. one  large  defective  potato  would  throw  the  stock  out  of  grade. 
In  sope  of  the  western.  States,  when  inspecting  cars  containing  the  15  or  25- 
pound  sacks,   it  is  the  policy  of  inspectors  10  use  not  less  than  three  of 
the  15-pound  bags  as  a  unit  and  not  less  than  two  of  the  25-pound  sacks.  In 
order  to  promote  uniformity,  receiving-point  inspectors  should  follow  the 
same  policy  and,  "by  so  doing,  the  inspection  of  these  small  sacks  of  potatoes 
will  be  based  on  about  the  same  sized  sample  as  is  selected  from  larger  sacks. 

7 c .     SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS  IN  STATS  OP  VIASHINGTON 

The  "Inspection  Letter"  issued  at  Yakima  on  April  21  contains  the 
following:  summary  of  inspections  made  during  March  at  shipping  points  in  the 
State  of  ashington: 

Apples   2,lU0^      Fotatoes   390 

Mixed  fru.it s   2       Rhubarb   k 

Onions  i        S       Spinach.   9 

Pears....   117        Nursery  stock   1 

Total:-  2,671-! 

This  brings  the  State  total  for  this  season,  from  July  1  to  March  31 > 
up  to  ^3,29^  cars. 

Sc.    REPORTING  BHIZ0CT01IIA  AND  SLIGHT  SCAB  IN  SEED-POTATO  INSPECTIONS 

Inspection  of  seed  potatoes  should  be  handled  on  the  'oasis  of  U.S. 
No.  1  grade,  but  the  inspector  nay  hereafter  state  the  percentage  of  Rhi- 
zoctonia  and  slight  scab,  when  a  specific  request  is  made  for  this  by  the 
applicant.     This  information  should  be  shown  on  the  certificate  immediately 
following  the  grade  statement.    These  instructions  supersede  those  given  in 
Par.  lU2  of  the  Potato  Circular. 

R.  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 

OFFICE  NOTES: 

Wells  A«  Sherman  and  Paul  M.  Williams  spent  two  days  on  a  trip  to 
Saston,  Md,,  and  Dover  and  Wilmington,  Del.,  conferring"  with  warehousemen, 
earners  and  others  regarding  the  standardization  and  grading  of  canned 
fruits  and  vegetables.    They  returned  to  Washington  on  Wednesday  evening. 

Robert  Bier  is  at  Baltimore  today,  conferring  with  representatives 
of  the  Tri- State  Canners  Association  and  others  regarding  standardization 
and  inspection  of  products  for  canneries.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Bier  will  go  to 
Richmond,  Va.,  to  confer  with  Mr.  Meek,  of  the  State  Division  of  Markets, 
regarding  inspection  work. 

C.  D.  Shirley  has  closed  the  Houston,  Texas,  office  of  the  Inspection 
Service  for  the  summer,  months  and  has  proceeded  to  Hew  York  City,  where  he 
will  assist  with  inspection  work  until  the  reopening  of  the  Houston  office 
in  the  autumn.    Please  mark  Houston  temporarily  closed  on  your  new  list  of 
inspection  offices . 

(over) 
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OFFICE  1T0TES  (Continued)  .    ...     ,       t  . 

G.  R.  Warren  has  completed- Ms  personal  supervision  of  inspections  of 
Maine  potatoes  and  has  proceeded  fron  Caribou,  Maine,  to  'Chadbotrrh,  H.C., 
where  he  will  supervise  the  shipping-point  work  on  strawberries  -for  the  next 
two  weeks.      Vernon  Palmer,  a  licensed -inspector,  will  "be  at  Caribou  to 
handle  the  remaining  work  1m  that  section,  and  reports  on  Maine  certificates 
can  be  had  fron  Mr.  Palner. 

W.  W.  Anderson  will  close  the  Birmingham  office  of  the  Inspection 
Service  for  the  next  three  weeks,  and  will  handle  work  for  the  ITavy  at 
Charleston,  S.C.,  during  this  period,  May  U  to  23.    His  address  at  Charles- 
ton doubtless  will  bet-    ITaval  Landing,  foot  of  Charlotte  Street". 

D.  L.  Lacy,  of  the  Chicago  inspection  staff,  has  gone  to  Milwaukee  to 
assist  with  the  work  in  that  market  during  the  next  two' months.    W,  A,  Hil- 
geson,  also  of  the  Chicago  staff,  has  gone  to  St.  Louis  to  assist  with  the 
inspection  work  during  the  greater  part  of  May. 

H.  V.  DeMott,  of  the  Domestic  Wool  Section  in  Washington,  is  on  leave 
at  his  home  in  Hew  Jersey  all  of  this  week,  but  on  Monday  he  will  return  to 
duty  at  Philadelphia,  where  he  will  examine  records  of  191S  wool  transactions 
in  connection  with  a  case  of  alleged.,  excess-profits  during,  the  war, 

J.  G.  Cross  returned  to  his  desk  in  Washington  last  Monday,  after  an 
absence  of  nearly  a  month,  due  to  illness  and  an  operation  in  a  Richmond,  Va. 
hospital.    He  wishes  to  express  through  the  medium  of  the  Division  Letter 
his  thanks  for  the  thought fulness  of  his  friends  in  their  expressions  of 
sympathy  and  for  the  beautiful  flowers  and  cheerful,  cards.  ■ 

W.  J.  33 er tush  will  go  fron  Chicago  to  Humboldt,  Tenn.,  early  next 
week,  v.here  he  will  supervise  the  shipping-point ' Inspection  work  on  straw- 
berries for  about  three  weeks.      E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  will  accompany  Mr. 
Bertush  and  assist  in 'getting  the  work  staxted  at  Humboldt,  but  Mr.  Conklin 
probably  will  return  to  the  Chicago  office  the  latter  part  of  the  week. 

W.  D.  Hull  closed  the  field  station  on  potatoes  at  Presque  Isle,  Me., 
oj)'  Thursday  and  will  come  to  Washington  for  a  day  or  two,  before  proceeding 
to  Mobile,  Ala.,  where  lie  will  operate  'the  news  service  on 'early  potatoes. 

Instead  of  handling  the  market-reporting  work  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  as 
originally  expected,  J.  B.  Owens  has  gone  fron  Chicago  to  Crystal  Springs, 
Miss.  ,  where  he  will  open  the  service  oa  vegetables  about  next  Tuesday. 

At  the  March  meeting  of  the  Kansas  City  U.S.D.A.  Club,  '  P.  M.  Lyle 

gave  a  talk  on  the  inspection  of  'fruits  and.  vegetables  and  explained  how  an 
appeal  inspection  is  ma.de.  '* 

ALL  .FIELD  ME  IT  of  the  Market  Hews  Service  should  examine  closely  the 
dates  in  list  of  field. 'offices  on  page  2S6  of  this  D.L.  and  advise  the  editor 
at  once  of  necessary  corrections  in  dates  or  connoditles . 

—     (BE  SUES  TO  Tin::  TO  PAG3  2S5  AHD  READ  THE  OTHER  OFFICE  HOTSS)  — 
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la.    NEWS  ON  PORTO  RICAN  PINEAPPLES  AND  GRAPEFRUIT 

A  letter  of  April  30  from  A.  S.  Mason,  Supervising  Inspector  at  San 
Juan,  Porto  Rico,  includes  the  following  information :- 

"Pineapple  shipments  from  Porto  Rico  are  about  at  their  peak.  Last 
week's  shipments  amounted  to  around  S5,000  crates.     If  it  had  not  been  for 
the  extra  heavy  rain,   shipments  for  the  present  week  would  have  amounted  to 
over  100,000  crates,  but,  under  existing  conditions,  only  70,000  to  75>000 
will  go  out  this  week.     Next  week  should  see  a  real  peak  of  100,000  crates. 
Fully  50,000  of  these  will  probably  be  shipped  under  refrigeration,  on  ac- 
count of  the  advanced  maturity,  as  shippers  were  unable  to  forward  these 
pineapples  this  week  on  account  of  the  continued  rain.     Stock  is  generally 
in  poor  condition. 

"Growers  are  rushing  their  pineapple  shipments  as  much  as  possible, 
as  they  wish  to  move  the  largest  percentage  of  their  crop  before  the  heavy 
movement  starts  from  Cuba.    Shipments  here  will  be  heavy  until'  about  May  13, 
after  which  time  they  will  drop  off  about  one-half  or  two-thirds. 

"New  York  distributors  seem  to  be  getting  a  very  good  distribution 
on  this  fruit.    Apparently  over  half  the  shipments  are  being  sold  at  private 
sale  out  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  fully  one-third  of  the  stock  sold  at 
auction  is  being  shipped  out  of  the  city.    Last  Tuesday's  auction  netted  the 
growers  back  here  about  $1.75  Per  crate.    Considering  the  heavy  shipments  and 
rather  poor  quality,  these  returns  seem  to  be  satisfactory. 

"Yields  this  year  are  heavy,  many  fields  running  as  high  as  U00  crates 
per  acre,  with  a  general  average  of  about  275  crates.    The  present  satisfac* 
tory  returns  will  stimulate  heavy  plantings  next  year.    Prices  on  slips  have 
advanced  recently  from  $7  to  $9  per  thousand.    A  great  deal  of  high  lands 
now  in  sugar  will  be  planted  this  summer  with  pineapples,  on  account  of  the 
low  price  of  sugar. 

"It  has  rained  here  every  day  for  the  last  15  days,  with  a  total  of 
17.10  inches.    This  has  been  good  for  the  grapefruit  but  equally  bad  for  the 
pineapples.     Some  grapefruit  that  had  started  to  get  soft  is  now  firm  and 
will  remain  so  for  another  month  or  six  weeks  at  least.    We  are  inspecting 
about  65$  of  all  grapefruit  now  being  shipped,  and  next  month  I  believe  the 
inspections  will  run  well  over  75$ • 

"Some  very  nice  letters  have  come  from  New  York  receivers  regarding 
the  improvement  of  the  pack,  in  which  they  state  that  on  properly  packed  and 
graded  fruit  theyhave  been  able  to  equal  or  beat  Florida  prices.  Growers 
here  seem  to  be  well  pleased  with  the  results  obtained  and  they  are  cooperat- 
ing in  every  respect  with  us.    All  of  this  is  very  encouraging." 

2a.    GEORGIA  PEACH  PROSPECTS 

A  recent  letter  from  0.  G.  Strauss,  Supervising  Inspector,  indicates 
that  the  Georgia  peach  crop  this  year  may  amount  to  12,000  or  lU,000  cars. 
Uneedas  are  expected  to  start  moving  the  latter  part  of  May,  and  Early  Rose 
the  first  week  in  June.  (Page  29I) 
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MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


I'd  .    A  MEW  VARIETY  OE  STRAWBERRIES  Hi  -TORTK  CAROIIIIA- 

The  following  letter  of  May  k  from  Chadbourn,  11. C,  is  the  first 
field  letter  written  "by  A.  M.  McDowell.    It  is  very  interesting:- 

"After  many  gloomy  forecasts,  most  growers  in  the  Chadbou_rn  and  Wal- 
lace sections  are  "being  pleasantly  surprised  with  the  returns  received  on 
berries  during  the  first  week  of  the  season.    Auction  prices  are  the  highest 
for  several  years. 

"Quality  of  the  early  pickings  has  been  unusually  good.    Local  inspec- 
tors, who  have  been  stationed  here  for  three  or  four  seasons,  state  that  the 
quality  of  the  early  berries  this  year  is  better  than  at  any  time  in  their 
experience . 

"Last  Eriday,  a  rather  unusual  condition  occurred,  when  Missionarys 
at  Wallace  brought  higher  prices  than  Klondikes  through  the  local  auction. 
This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  a  number  of  truck  operators, waiting  at  Wallace 
to  load  up  for  Saturday  morning's  market,  found  supplies  quite  light  and  bid 
up  prices  in  an  effort  to  get  loaded  out.    Usually,  Klondikes  bring  about 
50f  per  crate  more  than  Missionarys. 

"A  new  variety  is  being  tried  out  to  some  extent  in  the  Wallace  sec- 
tion this  year.    Ihis  is  known  as  the  Blakemore  and  is  said  to  be  a  cross 
between  the  Missionary  and  the  Premier.    It  is  a  little  more  necked  in  shape 
than  either  the  Missionary  or  Premier,  is  a  little  firmer,  and  the  seeds  are 
farther  apart,  but  it  is  slightly  paler  in  color.    According  to  unofficial 
estimates,  there  are  between  10^  and  200  acres  of  this  variety  in-  the  Wallace 
district.    Growers  expect  to  receive  25^-50^  per  crate  more  than  for  the 
Missionary  variety.    A  few  crates  have  gone  through  the  local  auction  and 
have  sold  for  about  the  same  prices  as  Klondikes. 

"Approximately  two- thirds  of  the  first  week's  shipments  hrve  been  made 
by  truck,  but  it  is  not  expected  that  this  ratio  will  be  maintained  through- 
out the  season.    The  railroads  are  making  strenuous  efforts,  through  faster 
schedules,  to  regain  some  of  the  business  which  they  have  lost  in  recent 
years  to  trucks.    Cars  leaving  Cha&bourn  late  in  the  afternoon  are  in 
Potomac  Yards  the  following  morning,  and  second-morning  delivery  in  Boston 
is  being  accomplished.     It  is  probable  that  a  much  larger  percentage  of  the 
crop  from  the  Wallace  district  vail  be  trucked  than  from  the  Chadbourn  dis- 
trict, as  Wallace  has  the  advantage  .of  being  nearly  100  miles  closer  to  the 
large  markets." 


2b.     IDAHO  POTATO  PRICES  LOW 

In  a  letter  of  April  30,  from  Idaho  Falls,  L.  C.  Tate  sent  the  fol- 
lowing brief  report  on  the  pota.to  situation:*. 

" Idaho  potato  markets  have  been  rather  weak  the  past  few  days  and 
prices  have  sagged  almost  as  low  as  they  were  during  late  February.  Rurals 
have  held  up  fairly  well  in  price,  but  Russets  have  been  declining.  Dealers 
have  various  estimates  of  the  remaining  stocks  in  Idaho.    Figures  range  from 
1,500  to  3,000  carloads,    Those  who  favor  the  lower  figures  claim  that  farmers 
are  through  gambling  on  high  prices  and  are  cleaning  out  their  cellars  as 
rapidly  as  possible.    Judging  by  present  shipments,  150  to  200  cars  daily, 
this  could  be  true,  but  some  operators  feel  that  there  will  be  a  heavy  move- 
ment from  Idaho  from  now  until  the  middle  of  Eay,  with  some  reduction  after 
that  time." 
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y°  •     TEXAS  OHIO  EE  FURTHER  DELATED 

R.  G.  Risser  wrote  as'  follows  from  Crystal  Citv,  ^exas,  in  a  letter 
of  May  1:- 

!•  Growers  of  Bermuda  onions  in  southern  Tex-  s  are  having  their  full 
share  of  trouble  this  season.    Both  wether  aid  markets  have  been  unfavorable. 
The  season  has  been  a  notable  one  because  of  the  exceptional  duration  of  damp 
weather*    The  showers  and  cloudy  days,  with  high  humidity,  have  continued 
right  up  to  the  end  of  April,  preventing  the  maturity  and  harvesting  of  the 
crop.    Shipments  from  the  State  to  date  are  but  little  more  than  half  as  nany 
as  they  were  a  year  ago,  and  movement  from  the  Winter  Garden  section  is  pro- 
portionately farther  behind  than  for  the  State  as  a  whole. 

"Considering  the  light  movement  and  the  small  proportion  of  the  crop 
marketed  by  May  1,  prices  are  not  satisfactory.    While  the  cost  of  production 
was  a  little  lower  than  usual  this  season  and  the  general  use  of  sacks  has 
reduced  somewhat  the  cost  of  packaging,  growers  have  little  if  any  hope  of 
making  a  profit.    With  prices  to  growers  less  than  $1  per  50-pound  sack  on 
the  hulk  of  the  product  moved,  and  with  the  heavy  movement  still  to  be  handled, 
the  prospect  is  not  very  bright.    The  high  percentage  of  culls  and  the  light 
yields  sectored  by  some  growers  are  also  factors'  in  cutting  down  the  producers' 
returns. 

"The  output  to  date  has  gone  to  about  100  markets  in  carload  quantities, 
out  a  still  wider  distribution  is  expected  during  the  peak  movement.  Texas 
onions  went  into  hS  States  last  season,  and  a  repetition  of  last  year*s  low 
prices  and  wide  distribution  is  anticipated  this  season.     Growers  are  hoping 
for  some  bright  sunny  days,  which  will  permit  them  to  get  into  the  fields  and 
prepare  their  onions  for  shipment.    Shippers  have  experienced  some  difficulty 
in  connection  with  acceptance  of  their  sales  upon  arrival  at  destination,  but, 
when  the  gro.de  is  confirmed  by  terminal  inspection,  there  is  less  trouble  in 
this  respect  than  there  was  previous  to  the  passage  and  enforcement  of  the 
P.A.C.  Act." 


-c.    WESTERH  NEW  YORK  SHIPMENTS  VERY  LIGHT 

The  following  field  notes  cane  from  A.  L.  Thomas,  of  the  Rochester 
office,   in  a  letter  of  May  5:- 

" Trading  in  apples  has  been  very  light  during  the  past  week,  and  the 
carlo t  movement  averaged  about  19  cars  daily,  most  of  which  were  consigned. 
A  slightly  better  feeling  prevails  for  good  apples,  but  most  of  the  stock  is 
of  ordinary  quality  and  condition.    Total  movement  this  season  to  date  has 
filled  15,128  cars,  compared  with  &tSk$  last  year  to ' the  sane  date  and  with  a 
total  of  9,253  cars  for  the  1 925-30  season.    Storages  are  fast  cleaning  up, 
.and  if  the  movement  holds  about  the  same  during  the  next  three  weeks  the  ship- 
ping season  will  be  practically  finished. 

"Earners  are  beginning  to  pay  more  attention  to  their  spring  activities 
and  o.re  not  paying  much  attention  to  the  marketing  of  the  remaining  potatoes. 
Dealers  report  that  nearly  all  sections  are  practically  cleaned  up  and  most 
of  them  are  closing  their  loading  stations  for  the  season.    They  estimate  that 
somewhere  between  150  and  200  cars  of  potatoes  remain  to  be  moved,  but  it  is 
hard  to  get  any  accurate ■ figures  on  this,  as  nearly  all  the  remaining  supplies 
are  in  growers'  hands  and  scattered  over  a  large  territory.    Growers  are  re- 
ceiving 70^-75^  per  bushel,  but  some  local  dealers  are  offering  only  60^, 
vhich  shows  they  have  very  little  confidence  in  the  market." 
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5d.    RECENT  NEWS  OH  FLORIDA  BEANS  AND  TQMAJOES 

V.  H.  Nicholson  wrote  as  follows  from  Belle  Glade  in  a  letter  of 
April  30:- 

"Movenent  of  the  bean  .crop  is  probably  at  its  peak  this  week,  "but  there 
will  he  a  moderate  movement  until  May  10  or  15.    Tomatoes  are  just  starting 
and  the  peak  shipments  can  he  expected  around  May  10  or  15.    The  prospects  are 
that  tomatoes  will  move  until  June  1,  although' no vement  after  May  20  will 
probably  be  rather  light.    First  cars  of ' tomatoes  have  sold  at  prices  ranging 
$4. 50-$ 5  for  Fancy  count  and  $3.35-$4  for  Choice  count  on  a  cash- track  basis. 

"Weather  conditions  here  have  been  very  favorable  during  the  last  10 
days  -  or  two  weeks,  although  crops  in  nearly  all  other  sections, of  southern 
Florida  have  suffered  from  excessive  rainfall .    Lake  Okeechobee  is  already 
higher  than  at  this  tine  last  season,  or  either  of  the  two  preceding  seasons, 
but,  as  long  as  there  is  no  heavy  rainfall,  the  punps  in  practically  all  dis- 
tricts will  be  able  to  keep  the  water  off  the  crops. 

"There  are  approximately  2,000  to  2,500  acres  of  tomatoes  in' this  dis- 
trict.   The  crop  is  in  fairly  good  condition  at  present,  and  market  prospects 
are  good.     If  favorable  weather  prevails,   this  section  night  ship  U00  to  500 
errs  during  the  month  of  May'.    However,  the  tomato  crop  in  this  district 
seldom  reaches  500  cars,  and  I  doubt  very  much  whether  it  will  this  season. 


A  second  letter  cane  from  Mr.  Uicholson  under  date  of  May  2:- 
' Until  today,  weather  conditions  in  the  Lake  Okeechobee  section  have 
been  almost  ideal.    But  there  has  been  a  .moderate  rainfall  today,  and  it  ap- 
pears very  much  as  if  the  rain  will  .continue  for  a  while.. 

"Quality  of  beans  this  past  week  has.  been  good  but,  if  the  rain  con- 
tinues, it  is  likely  that  few  good  beans  will  be  shipped  during  the  remainder 
of  the  season.    Quality  of  the  shipments  for  a  few  days  after  this  rain  will 
be  rather  ordinary.    The  total  Florida  bean  movement  for  this  week  will  prob- 
ably amount  to  275  cars,  or  an  increase  of  about  100  cars  over  "shipments  of 
last  week.     If  there  is  no  further  rainfall,  shipments  next  week  nay  be 
fairly  heavy.    With  the  increase  in  Florida  and  Texas  shipments,  prices  to 
growers  here  have  declined  sharply.     On  Monday,  most  Bountiful s  sold  at  $2- 
$2.25  and  Round  Stringless  at  $1.50-$1.75.    By  Friday,  the  market  for  Bounti- 
fuls  had  declined  to  mostly  $1-$1..25  and  the  market  for  Bound  Stringless  was 
mostly  $1~$1.10,  with  trading  very  slow  for  both  varieties." 

6b.     SATISFACTORY  ASPARAGUS  SEASON  IN  STATE  OF  WASHING-TON 

T  .  R.  Hall  sent  the  following  report  from  Seattle  in  a  letter  of  May  1:- 

" Contrary  to  earlier  fears  of  an  unsatisfactory  asparagus  marketing 
season, eastern  Washington  shippers  have  enjoyed  a  good  demand  throughout  the 
week.    A  firm  tone  is  characterizing    the  f.o.b.  market  in  lower  Yakima  Valley 
districts,  with  $1.35  per  12-pound  crate  the  universal  quotation  on  all  stock 
meeting  requirements  of  Washington  No.  1  grade.    Shippers  have  assumed  a  very 
optimistic  attitude  toward  this  year's  operations,  and  they  confidently  expect 
to  exceed  last  year's  carlot  movement  from  lower  Yakima  Valley  points  into 
eastern  markets.  ■  ' 

"From  present  indications,   stray/berry  picking  will  begin  almost  simul- 
taneously in  all  northwestern  districts.    Aside  from  a  few  exceptionally 
early  spots  in  western  Oregon,  harvesting  will  start  ■  about  May  IS  or  20.  Some 
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frost  damaged  the  early  blooms,  but  it  is  impossible  to  determine  the  extent 
of  damage  at  this  time.    A  few  growers  in  the  Central ia-Chehalis  district 
recall  the  late  frost  that  killed  a  large  part  of  the  I93O  crop    and  are  re- 
luctant about  entering  into  any  contract  agreements  with  the  buyers.    In  gen- 
eral the  acreage  for  1931  is  about  the  same  as  that  for  ISjO,  with  the  new 
plantings  about  offsetting  those  that  were  plowed  up  last  year. 

"The  old-potato  market  continues  dull  and  inactive.    Such  shipments  as 
are  being  made  are  about  equally  distributed  between  middlewc; stern  markets, 
California  cities,  and  western  Oregon  or  Washington.    While  speculators  hold- 
ing stocks  in  cold  storage  are  extremely  secretive  about  their  holdings,  it 
is  the  general  opinion  among  the  trade  that  cold-storage  holdings  for  late 
summer  trading  are  lighter  than  usual.    Buyers  are  not  active  in  their  opera- 
tions and  $10-$ 12  per  ton,  sacked,  is  about  the  range  for  Washington  Combi- 
nations, cash  to  growers.11 

7b .     IMPROVEMENTS  TO  BE  MADE  III  MIC5IGA1T  POTATO  IEDUSTRY 

R.  E.  Keller  wrote  as  follows  from  Grand  Rapids  in  a  letter  of  May  2:- 

"Movement  of  Michigan  potatoes  decreased  somewhat  during  the  past  week 
from  that  of  the  previous  two  weeks,  but,  ever,  with  this  slight  recession, 
activity  was  greater  than  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  season.  Farmers 
•who  have  held  their  stock  all  season  for  a  high  price  in  the  late  spring  ore 
now  selling  freely  and  are  receiving  less  than  the  fall  and  winter  returns. 
There  is  considerable  speculation  as  to  the  exact  quantity  of  potatoes  re- 
maining in  the  State,  and  it  is  rather  difficult  to  arrive  at  an  accurate 
figure,  because  the  remaining  stock  is  almost  solely  in  the  hands  of  farmers 
who  are  scattered  widely  over  the  northern  portion  of  the  State.  Shippers 
now  estimate  that  the  carlot  movement  for  the  season  will  total  3,000  cars, 
which  would  indicate  that  there  about  210  cars  yet  to  be  shipped.  Possibly 
they  are  underestimating,  as  about  six  weeks  a.go  most  of  them  were  positive 
the  carlot  movement  would  not  exceed  2,250  cars;  yet  shipments  now  total 
2,7S9  cars  to  date. 

"Michigan's  potato  crop  was  almost  a  failure  last  season  and  all 
factors  connected  with  the  deal  lost  heavily.    Preparations  are  now  being 
ma.de  to  prevent  a  similar  production  failure  in  the  coming  season.    While  the 
inferior  quality  during  the  past  season  was  due  largely  to  inclement  weather, - 
had  the  farmers  planted  early  enough  to  take  into  account  such  inconsistencies 
of  nature,  they  would  have  secured  paying  yields.    Many  of  the  farmers  using 
the  best  cultural  methods,  good  seed,  and  planting  on  the  right  soil  had  fair 
yields  and  marketable  quality,  showing  that  quality  and  yields  can  be  obtained 
if  proper  production:  measures  are  used.    At  this  time,  shippers,  railroad 
agents,  and  college  extension  experts  are  conducting  an  intensive  campaign 
to  get  the  farmers  to  use  the  latest  approved  production  methods,  in  an  at- 
tempt to  put  the  potato  business  in  Michigan  on  a.  paying  ba.sis  again." 

Sb.    TOMATO  ACREAGE  Ih  SECOilD-EARIY  STATES 

A  report  of  April  23  by  the  Division  of  Crop  and.  Livestock  Estimates 
shows  a  total  of  Ul,000  a.cres  of  tomatoes  in  five  second-early  States,  or 
about  lO^o  more  than  last  year.    Considerable  increase's  over  I93O  r~e  indicated 
for  Mississippi- and  eastern  Texas.    Mississippi  reports  1^,350  acres  and 
eastern  Texas  21, G50  acres.    This  is  probably  the  largest  planting  in  Texas. 
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9"b .    HASTINGS  POTATO  PRICICS  DSC  LI  113  SHARPLY 

Ima  letter  of  May  1+  from  Hastings,  Florida,  B.  E,  Sorry  sent  the 
following  report  on  the  potato  situation :- 

"Heavy  shipments  of  potatoes  from  the  Hastings  section  and  a  general 
decline  in  prices  occurred  last  week.    Prices  of  Ho.  1  Spaulding  Rose,  in 
double-head  "barrels,  weakened  on  Monday  to  $5,  then  dropped  to  $H  on  Wednes- 
day, and  held  there  for  the  remainder  of  the  week,  with  only  a  fair  demand. 
Operators  attempted,'  after  the  middle  of  the  week,  to  limit  the  movement  of 
ITo.  2's  to  only  those  cars  that  were  already  sold,  "but  growers  continued  to 
haul  their  snail  stock  and,  as  a.  result,  a  considerable  number  of  cars  were 
rolled  unsold,  and  disposed  of  at      lower  price.    Demand  for  sacked  stock 
dropped  off  considerably  after  the  first  of  last  week,  and  prices  of  100-potmd 
sacks  have  neon  lowered  from  $2.75  to  a  present  level  of  $2  for  lTo .  I's. 
Prices  of  ITo.  1  stock  in  "barrels  reached  a  new  low  level  today  (Monday),  when 
practically  all  cars  were  sold  at  $3.50.    ^his  is  in  contrast  with  last  year's 
low  level  of  $6.    Nearly  all  ITo.  2's  in  "barrels  were  moved  today  at  $1.50. 

"A  severe  storm  this  afternoon,  lasting  for  more  than  an  hour,  may 
cause  serious  damage  to  the  potato  crops  yet  to  "be  harvested.    The  perk  of 
this  year's  movement  was  expected  to  occur  within  the  next  two  or  three  days, 
whereas  now  the  diggings  will  pro'bably  not  "be  resumed  "before  Thursday.  The 
LaCrosse  section  was  not  reached  "by  the  heavy  rain  and  wind. 

"Shipnents  of  Florida  potatoes  last  week  amounted  to  1,117  cars,  con- 
pared  with  776  the  previous  week  and  700  cars  for  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 
The  total  shipments  for  the  State  to  date  equal  3,000  cars,  about  2,200  of 
which  have  come  from  the  Hastings  territory.    Harvesting  weather  was  ideal 
last  week  and  handings  were  heavy  except  for  Monday  and  Saturday.    The  La 
Crosse  section  was  loading  from  25  to  35  cars  daily  by  the  end  of  the  week 
and  is  expected  to  increase  shipments  this  week.     It  is  estimated  that  57$ 
of  the  Hastings  potatoes  had  been  dug  by  this  morning,  with  slightly  more 
than  one  half  of  the  entire  crop  for  the  State  already  loaded." 

10b.    LOUISIANA  BTdEQY  SAL3S  LXC5SB  $5,000,000  TO  DAEB 

R.  L.  Sutton  sent  the  following  interesting  report  from  Hammond,  La., 
in  a  letter  of  May  4:- 

"The  later  part  of  the  Louisiana  strawberry  season  was  stimulated  by 
the  advent  of  a  very  beneficial  rain  on  Thursday,  April  ~$0.    Although  the 
rainfall  at  this  time  did  not  greatly  exceed  one-half  inch,  it  came  as  a 
great  boon  to  the  growers.    They  had  been  irrigating  their  fields  for  several 
days.    The  size  of  the  fruit  was  beginning  to  show  the  necessity  of  rain 
and  a  general  slacking  of  shipments  was  expected.    This  rain  was  followed 
by  another  of  greater  proportions  on  Sunday,  May  3»    At  this  time  the  pre- 
cipitation was  slightly  in  excess  of  2f  inches.    Any  additional  rain  now  will 
come  as  detriment  to  the  crop.    Yesterday  it  was  noticeable  that  the  condi- 
tion of  the  berries  was  not  as  good  as  that  earlier  in  the  season.  There 
were  a  few  soft  and  overripe  berries  in  the  loads  that  were  hauled  to  the 
station's, 

"Total  shipments  this  season  to  date  have  filled  2,692  cars,  or  30>+ 
more  than  shipments  for  the  entire  season  last  year.    The  value  of  the  carlot 
movement  so  far  has  passed  the  $5,000, 000  mark.    The  volume  moving  through 
the  auction  channels  alone  has  approximated  $1+, 500,000.    About  800  cars  are 
yet  to  be  shipped.    Toward  the  last  of  the  season,  there  is  a  considerable 
volume  used  by  the  cold-packers,  which  never  moves  in  the  regular  trade  chan- 
nels.   Truckers  take  most  of  the  remaining  overripe  and  ITo.  2  stock." 
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1  It .    LATE  I1EWS  ON  IMPERIAL  VALLEY  CANTALOUPES  AHD  OTHER  CROPS 

A.  E.  Prugh  as  follows  from  Brawley  in  a  letter  of  -May  2:- 

"Last  Sunday,  April  26,  a  heavy  rain  fell  here,  amounting  to  .91  of  an 
inch.    Such  a  rain  at  that  tine  was  the  heaviest  known  in  the  Imperial  Valley, 
according  to  old-timers .     It  was  expected  to  hasten  the  growth  of  nildew 
spores,  "but  cold,  nights  and  plenty  of  wind  followed,  which  will  probably  over- 
cone  the  effects  of  the  rain.    Cold  nights  following  the  rain  also  retarded 
ripening  of  cantaloupes.    Unless  the  weather  is  too  cool  back  East  during 
May,  the  good  quality  melons  now  expected  should  sell  at  fair  prices.  Last 
year,  nildew  cane  on  early  and  quality  of  the  first  melons  was  poor. 

"The  first  melons  shipped  from  the  Valley  this  season  were  grown  on  a 
40-acre  field  near  Westmoreland  and,  instead  of  brush  covering,  a  tule  mat  was 
used,  which  could  be  raised  and  lowered,  according  to  weather  conditions. 
Some  mildew  was  showing  up  a  few  days  ago  on  this  early  acreage,  but  was  being 
held  in  check  by  spraying  with  a  solution  recently  discovered,  instead  of  the 
dry-sulphur  treatment  which  was  used  in  the  past  to  combat  mildew. 

"The  late,  uncovered  acreage  will  probably  encounter  marketing  diffi- 
culties, as  planting  was  delayed  by  February  rains  from  about  the  1st  of  that 
month  to  the  20th,  which  should  bring  the  late  Imperial  Valley  crop  on  with 
the  Arizona  cantaloupe  crop. 

"Up  to  April  27,  the  carrot  market  was  dull,  with  an  occasional  f  .o.b. 
sale  around  $1.    Plenty  of  acreage  was  available  for  harvesting,  but,  on 
account  of  the  market,  most  shippers  had  stopped  packing.    When  track  holdings 
on  11  leading  markets  dropped  to  about  125  errs  the  first  of  this  week,  the 
local  f.o.b.  price  advanced  to  $1.25.    But  all  districts  then  commenced  pack- 
ing and  prices  dropped,  as  United  States  movement  jumped  from  32  cars  on 
April  27  to  9I+  cars  on  May  1. 

"The  first  car  of  tomatoes  moved  out  of  the  Valley  on  April  29  to 
Salt  Lake  City,  and  on  the  3©thtwo  cars  were  billed  to  Seattle  and  one  to 
San  Francisco ." 


12b.    HAITATEE  TOMATOES  GETTING  UNDER  WAY 

R.  M.  Peterson  sent  the  following  report  fron  Bradenton,  Florida,  on 

May 

"A  few  crates  of  Manatee  tomatoes  were  picked  today,  and  packing  will 
begin  tomorrow.    But  it  is  not  likely  that  any  cars  will  be  lorded  before 
Wednesday,  when  it  is  expected  that  three  or  four  cars  will  be  shipped.  Load- 
ings will  continue  light  throughout  the  week,  with  a  total  movement  probably 
not  exceeding  30  cars.   With  continued  warm  weather,   shipments  should  reach 
15  or  20  cars  daily  the  early  part  of  next  week,  and  movement  is  expected  to 
be  heavy  by  May  lg.    The  vines  are  in  good  healthy  condition.    Quality  of 
the  tomatoes  is  generally  good  and  the  crop  is  expected  to  pack  considerably 
more  Fancy  count  than  last  season.    Two  or  three  cars  of  tomatoes  will  also 
move  from  around  fauchula.  this  week,  with  25  or  30  cars  expected  next  week. 

"Wauchula  cucumbers  probably  reached  their  peak  today,  with  approxi- 
mately 20  cars  out,  and  the  loadings  are  expected  to  continue  rather  heavy 
throughout  the  week,  with  about  15  cars  daily.    A  bad  hailstorm  this  after- 
noon wiped  out  a  small  area  about  a  mile  wide.    Heavy  showers  covered  most 
of  this  section  but  did  little  or  no  damage.    The  cucumbers  continue  to  be  of 
good  quality,  but  prices  at  shipping  point  fluctuated  considerably  during 

(continued  over) 
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the  past  week.    Last  Monday's  price  to  the  grower,  costly  $3. 25-$  3. 40  per 
bushel  hamper  of  Fancy  stock,  was  no re  than  a  dollar  lower  than  that  of  the 
preceding  Saturday.    A  low  level  of  $2  was  paid  early  Tuesday,   out  the  antici- 
pated heavy  haulings  did  not  materialize  and  the  market  strengthened  to  $3.25 
before  the  end  of  the  day.    The  average  price  then  remained  steady  at  $2.75, 
out  reached  $3  on  Saturday.    Today's  heavy  movement  weakened  the; market  to 
around  $2.25  per  hamper. 

"Cucumbers  in  the  Bushnell-Center  Kill  district  are  reported  to  have 
reached  their  peak  movement  today  also,  with  nearly  30  cars  loaded.  Shipments 
from  this  section  will  continue  rather  heavy  throughout  the  week,  but  are  ex- 
pected to  be  considerably  lighter  next  week." 

I 

A  BRIEF  OF  TS3  SOUTHSRIT  CALIFORNIA  CFLHRY  S5AS0II 

A  letter  of  April  30  from  ¥.  L.  Jackson,  of  the  Los  Angeles  office, 
contains  the  following  report  oa  celery :- 

"Loadings  of  Venice  celery  reached  an  early  peak  during  the  latter  part 
of  April  and  the  first  few  days  of  May,  when  shipments  ranged  around  35  to  40 
cars  per  day.    Heavy  movement  of  the  crop  was  necessitated  by  the  rapid  devel- 
opment of  sedd  stems  in  fields  maturing  at  the  present  time.    Most  stock  har- 
vested during  the  latter  part  of  April  was  from  fields  planted  during  December 
and  January.    Warm  weather  occurring  during  the  middle  of  April  caused  the 
plants  to  mature  rapidly,  and,  as  a  result,  there  was  a  heavy  development  of 
seed  stalks.;    This  forced  growers  to  harvest  the  mature  fields  as  rapidly  as 
possible,   in  order  to  prevent  loss  through  excessive  growth  of  seeders. 

"Shipments  during  the  month  of  April  reached  a  total  of  approximately 
470  errs.  Shippers  are  of  the  opinipn  that  fields  showing  heavy  seeders  will 
be  cleaned  up  by  the  first  week  in.  May,  and  conditions  would  then  indicate  a 
normal  movement  of  celery  from  the  producing  districts  of  southern  California 
in  about  the  same  volume  as  that  of  the  I93O  season.  May  of  I93O  was  the  peri: 
month  for  southern  California  shipments  last  year,  with  a  total  .of  72S  cars. 
June  shipments  amounted  to  709  cars,  and  the  spring  crop  was  practically  all 
harvested  by  the  end  of  July. 

"Quality  of  present  loadings  is  only  fair.    The  heavy  development  of 
seed  stalks  has  been  the  principal  defect,  and  only  an  occasional  car  has  been 
found  which  would  grade  U.S.  ITo.  1.     Seeders  in  most  cars  range  from  25$  to 
50/J  or  more.    Some  worm  damage  and  pink  rot  is  also  reported.      A.  somewhat 
lighter  movement  of  celery  is  anticipated  during  May;  with  seeder  stock  fairly 
well  cleaned  up,  the  quality  of  offerings  should  show  a  material  improvement. 

"Demand  for  southern  California  celery  has  been  active  during  the  past 
two  weeks,  and  the  heavy  loadings  have  been  moved  readily.    The  market,  how- 
ever, is  somewhat  lower  than  that  of  the  corresponding  period  in  i93O.1t 

14b.    DFLA1ABF  TOMATO  CAUCUS  TO  BUY  PIT  BASIS  OF  C-BADB 

At  least  five  canneries  in  Delaware  will  buy  tomatoes  on  a  graded  basis 
this  sepson,  according  to  the  Delaware  Department  of  Agriculture .  Contracts 
with  growers  are  now  being  ma.de,  and  it  is  reported  that  very  little  difficul- 
ty is  being  experienced  in  contracting  on  a  graded  basis.    Many  of  the  tomato 
growers  in  the  State  have  believed  for  a  number  of  years  that  the  old  method 
of  buying  tomatoes  by  the  basket  or  by  the  ton  at  a  set  price  is  unfair  to  I 
both  grower  and  canner. 
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1 5b .    LOWER  RIO  GRAM  VALLEY  CHOP  ITOTIS 

C.  D.  Schoolcraft  wrote  a„s  follows  from  Brownsville,  Texas,  in  a  letter 
of  May  3:- 

"The  market  on  those  vegetables  now  moving  in  volume  fro::,  the  Valley 
has  weakened  considerably.    Potato  shipments  during  the  past  week  were  a  sur- 
prise to  everybody.    A  week  ago,   it  was  believed  that  movement  was  going  to 
slacken-off  this  week,  but  over  300  cars  were  shipped,  or  the  heaviest  ship- 
ments of  the  season.     In  all  probability,  movement  will  drop  off  sharply  the 
fore  part  of  the  coming  week.    The  few  sales  being  made  at  the  end  of  the  week 
were  about  ^>0<p  per  cwt.  lower  than  the  opening  prices.    Even  with  this  cut, 
demand  was  very  slow.    However,  most  shippers  have  rolled  their  stock  unsold 
or  consigned  it,  rather  than  make  any  more  drastic  cuts.    They  feel  that,  with 
the  season  here  practically  over,  the  market  om  Triumphs  will  show  some  im- 
provement before  Alabama  comes  in. 

"Bean  shipments  held  at  about  last  week's  average  or  around  15  cars  a 
day.    Demand  dropped  off  the  latter  part  of  the  week  and  prices  declined  75^~ 
$1  per  bushel  to  a  level  of  $1.50.41.75  on  usual-terms  sales  Saturday.  The 
increased  movement  from  Florida  is  partly  responsible  for  this  condition.  Also 
quality  here  is  not  as  good  as  earlier  in  the  season.  Shipments  will  likely 
hold  at  about  the  present  level  during  the  coming  week. 

"Tomato  movement  started  rather  actively  the  fore  part  of  the  week,  but 
heavy  infestation  of  blight  showed  up  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  with  accompanying 
decay  in  the  cars  after  being  loaded.    This  caused  most  shippers  to  hold  off 
during  the  remainder  of  the  week,  except  for  those  fields  showing  no  infesta- 
tion.   The  leather  Bureau  announced  that  April  of  this  year  has  been  the  cool- 
est and  cloudiest  April  since  records  have  been  kept  here  in  the  ^alley.  These 
conditions  have  been  ideal  for  spread  of  the  blight.     It  is  rather  expected 
that  a  few  hot  days  will  rapidly  check  the  infestation., 

"The  first  express  cars  of  cucumb er s  were  shipped  during  the  past  week, 
mostly  from  the  upper  Valley,  Raymondville  and  Sandia  sections.      Irices  on 
these  ranged  $2.5(£$3  per  bushel  of  -^'ancy  stock,  with  Choice  51  less.  Move- 
ment will  increase  somewhat  this  week.    However,  bulk  of  the  shipments  will 
come  from  the  Corpus  Christi  section. 

"Raymondville  onions  have  moved  slowly,  with  a  slight  price  decline. 
Quality  all  season  has  been  only  fair,  and  this  has  kept  down  the  demand. 
There  will  likely  be  a  light  movement  from  that  section  for  the  next  10  days." 

16b .    A  DISASTROUS  OhIOIJ  SEAS  Oil  I  IT  TEXAS 

W«  D.  Googe  reported  on  the  southern  Texa.s  onion  prospects  as  follows 
in  a  letter  of  May  3  from  Laredo :- 

"The. onion  growing  sections  of  southern  Texas  are  experiencing  one  ox 
the  worst  harvesting  seasons  in  the  history  of  the  industry  in  this  State. 
Some  of  the  old-timers  here  say  that  they  can  remember  only  one  other  year 
that  was  nearly  as  disastrous.    To  date,  cloudy  weather,-  with  mist  and  local 
showers,  ha.s  been  the  rule.    According  to  early  reports  this  morning,  all  the 
main  producing  sections  received  a  thorough  drenching  last  Saturday  afternoon 
and  during  the  night.    An  inch  of  precipitation  was  reported  officially  here 
in  Laredo.    Other  localities  estimate  as  much  as  two  inches,  and  a  few  of 
them  had  considerable  hail. 

"During  the  pa.st  week,  Laredo  was  more  fortunate  than  most  onion  sec- 
tions and  moved  a  fair  volume  of  onions.    The  Winter  Garden  has  shipped  very 


few  cars,  on  account  of  wet  fields.    The'  coast  sections  have  shown  a  fairly- 
heavy  movement,  hut  this  is  due  to  the  volume  originating  in  the  Rohs town- 
Corpus  Christ i  section,  which  in  former  years  has  not  "been  an  important  factor 
in  the  onion  deal.    Reports  indicate  that  damage  of  8  serious  nature  has 
resulted  from  the  excessive  moisture,   since  the  hulk,  of  the  crop  is  ready  to 
he  harvested,  "but  that  there  remain  a  few  late  fields  which  may  turn  out  a 
fair  yield. 

"During  the  week,  prices  have  hold  steady  to  slightly  stronger  for 
■best-quality  onions.    Only  a  few  strictly  u.s.  !To.  1  cars  are  being  shipped 
and  the  demand  for  these  has  exceeded  the  supply.    Off-grade  Stock  is  being 
neglected  by  buyers.    The  best  U.S.  Commercial  Yellow  Bermudas  from  Laredo 
generally  grade  75$>  to  8'5$  U.S.  Ho .1  stock,  and  these  cars  have  been  cleaned 
up  by  cash  buyers  every  night  at  mostly  S0{£  per  50-pound  open-mesh  bag.  The 
Crystal  Wax  onions  have  averaged  around  $1.15  Per  "°aSj  cash  track,  but  buy- 
ers are  not  very  enthusiastic  about  the  quality  of  this  variety  this  season. 

"With  favorable  weather  during  the  coming  week,  the  Winter  Garden  will 
doubtless  ship  a  large  number  of  cars.    Operators  are  fearful  of  what  will 
happen  to  terminal  market  prices,   if  an  appreciable  percentage  of  that  move- 
ment should  be  of  inferior  quality;  and.  this,  they  claim,  will  surely  be  the 
case,   if  the  movement  is  heavy." 

17b.    ADDITIONS  TO  THE  CODE  (Effective  May  15,  1931) 

On  your  copy  of  the  code,  please 'make  the  following  additions  - 

"GOB"  page;- 

C-OBUL  -  straight  and  mixed  cars,  f.o.b.  usual  terms. 
GOBUP  -  straight  and  mixed  cars,  f.o.b.  cash  track. 

"1TA-HE"  page:- 

UK  -  Texas  Yellow  Bermudas,  U.S.  LTo.  1. 
UM  -  Texas  Yellow  Bermudas,  U.S.  Commercial . 
UK  -  Texas  Crystal  White  Wax,  U.S.  Mb.  1. 
UQ  -  Texas  Crystal  White  Wax,  U.S.  Commercial. 

These  are  to  be  used  either  with  the  prefixes  for  standard  crates 
or  for  the  50-pound  sacks  which  have  come  into  such  widespread  use  in  Texas 
this  season.    These  code  additions  have  been  suggested  by  R.  G.  Risser,  at 
the  Crystal  City  field  station. 


1  Sb .    HEAVY  MOVEMENT  OF  CENTRAL  CALIFORNIA  LETTUCE 

L.  H.  Howard,  State  representative  i n charge  of  the  market  news  office 
at  Salinas,  Calif.,  sent  the  following  telegram  on  May  6:- 

"Sstimate  today's  shipments  of  lettuce  approximately  26 0  to  275  cars. 
Revised  estimate  for  week  ending  May  S,  including  last  Sunday,  is  1,500  cars, 
which  some  assume  to  be  the  definite  spring  peak  movement.    This  is  about 
10  days  earlier  than  Last  year,  owing  to  favorable  growing  weather.  Cool 
nights  aiding  solidity.    Effects  of  rain  10  days  ago  cleaned  up.  lipburn, 
however,  is  general,  ranging  slight  to  serious.    Quality  bringing  yields 
high  as  2U0  crates  in  some    pfrb.cfc.es,  the  same -attributing  to  heavy  movement 
this  week." 

WENDELL  CALHOUN, 
Marketing  Specialist. 


j     INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc .    m^E^A^^Pj^UTING  Or  POTATOES  AS  BELATED  TO  GRADE 

At-  this  season  of  the  year,  firmness  and  the  presence  or  absence  of 
sprouts  "become  factors  of  importance  in  the  commercial  desirability  of  old 
potatoes..    The  question  has  been  raised  regarding  the  certification  of  grade 
in  lots  of  old  potatoes  which  show  sprouts  and  are  not  firm..     It  is  not 
likely  that  many  lots  inspected  will  be  sufficiently  sprouted  or  soft  to 
aifect  U.S.  Grade  l\To „  1,  but  the  certificates  will  be  of  greater  value  if 
this  information  is  included.    The  following  conditions  will  cover  most  cases 

If  the  potatoes  are  all  firm  and  free  from  sprouts  or  show  sprouts 
around  a  quarter  inch  or  half  inch  long,  this  condition  may  be  reported 
out  the  potatoes  should  be  certified  up  to  grade.    A  lot  may  be  generally 
firm  and  generally  free  from  sprouts  but  contain  not  to  exceed  a  total  of 
15/>  which  are  slightly  soft  or  slightly  spongy  or  showing  sprouts  less 
than  one.  inch  long.    -This  condition  will  not  affect  U.S.  Grade  ITo.  1  and 
need  not  be  mentioned  in  the  certificate. 

If  a  part  of  the  load  is  firm  and  free  from  spreuts  and  more  than 
15/>  pre  slightly  soft  or  show  sprouts  less  than  one  inch  long,  the  approxi- 
mate percentage  or  fraction  of  the  slightly  soft  or  sprouted  stock  should 
be  shown,  as,  for  example:  "Stock  mostly  firm,  about  l/k  to  1/3  show 
sprouts,  most  of  these  sprouted  potatoes  being  slightly  spongy."  Cases 
will  occur  when  all  of,  the  potatoes  are  slightly  spongy  or  practically  all 
show  sprouts  less  than  one  inch  long.    While  this  condition  should  be 
mentioned,  it  will  not  affect  U.S.  Grade  Ho.  1. 

Whenever  there  is  an  appreciable  amount  (more  than  about  5$)  of 
potatoes  which  are  decidedly  shriveled  and  spongy  or  showing  sprouts  more 
than  one  inch  long,   the  percentage  should  be  determined  and  reported  as 
defects  of  U.S.  Grade  Ho.  1.    Such  a  lot  of  potatoes  will  usually  have  to 
;     be  reported  as  failing  to  grade  U.S.  Ho.  1,  as  the  total  defects  will 
generally  exceed  6$. 

Whenever  soft  stock  or  sprouts  are  present,   it  will  be  necessary 
for  the  inspector  to  clearly  distinguish  potatoes  showing  long  sprouts  or 
decidedly  shriveled  or  spongy  condition  from  those  showing  sprouts  less 
than  one  inch  long  or  those  which  are  slightly  spongy,  as  the  former  con- 
ditions are  defects  of  U.S.  Grade  Ho.  1  and  the  latter  are  not. 

The  above  plan  has  been  followed  in  one  of  the  States  for  the  past 
two  or  three  seasons  and  has  seemed  to  work  quite  satisfactorily.     It  is 
believed  that  the  same  plan,  with  the  exception  noted  below,  can  be  followed 
to  good  advantage  in  the  receiving-point  work.    In  order  to  promote  uniformity 
each  inspector  should  closely,  follow  these  instructions: 

When  a  lot  is  below  grade  on  account  of  cuts,   scab,  growth  cracks, 
etc.,   sprouts  should  not  be.  mentioned  in  the  grade  statement.    When  the 
other  defects  do  not  exceed  6$  but  the  total  including  spongy  stock  or 
potatoes  showing  sprouts  exceeds  the  grade  tolerance,  the  lot  should  be 
reported  as  failing  to  grade  only  on  account  of  sprouts,  treating  this 
condition  in  the  same  way  as  decay  which  develops  in  transit. 
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2c .     I1TTSRSSTII1C-  CROP  ITOTES  FROM  OKLAHOMA. 

In  a  letter  of  May  2  from  Ro"bert  B.  Landrun,  who  recently  opened  the 
new  inspection  office  at  Tulsa,  the  following  information  was  given:- 

"You  my  he  interested  in  information  regarding  the  crop  prospects 
and  conditions  in  the  Muskogee  district  of  Oklahoma,  which  I  received  while 
there  early  this  week,   investigating  unlicensed  dealers: 

"At  most  points,  growers'  and  shippers'  expectations  are  for  a  normal 
potrvfco  crop.    The  freeze  and  frost  danage  seems  to  he  very  spotted,  some 
sections  appearing  to  have  suffered  no  loss,  while  others  cl^im  that  the 
damage  will  he  about  20$.    At  G-ore  and  It.  Gibson,   I  was  told  that  digging 
will  hegin  at  the  usual  time,  while  at  Braggs  it  is  claimed  that  they  will 
he  from  10  to  15  days  late  in  starting.     Inmost  of  the  fields  which  I  saw, 
the  plants  seemed  to  he  i'ri-  very  good  shape.    However,  there  has  "been  an  ex- 
cessive amount  of  rainfall  in  the  prst  two  weeks,  and  it  is  felt  that  the 
crop  will  he  damaged  considerably  between  now  and  harvest  time  if  the  spring 
rains  continue'  much  longer. 

"In  view  of  the  hard  freeze  of  -March  27  and  28  and  the  frost  of  a 
week  ago,  I  was  surprised  to  learn  that  most  growers  in  the  district  east 
and  south  of  Muskogee  have  prospects  for  a  good  peach  crop,  some  of  them 
claiming  that  it  will  he  the  heaviest  in  years. 

"The  truck  growers  near  Porum,  Briar-town  and  Stegler  planted  quite  an 
acreage  of  spinach  and  radishes  this  season,  but  I  was  told  that  hail  prac- 
tically destroyed  the  spinach  crpj)    and  that  very  few  radishes  would  be 
shipped  on  account  of  the  low  market.         :  :.- 

"One  large  vegetable  farm,  near  Muskogee,  planted  about  200  acres  in 
radishes,  which  are  now  being  harvested.    This  is  said  to  be  the  first  time 
that  one  grower  has  ever  planted  such  a  heavy  acreage  of  this  particular 
product  in  the  State  of  Oklahoma.     I  stopped  at  the  packing-shed  on  the 
farm,  and  it  was  very  interesting  to  see  the  speed  and  efficiency  with  which 
they  washed,  packed  and  loaded  the  radishes  after  they  arrived  at'  the  shed. 
The  washing  equipment  was  designed  by  the  owner  of  the  farm  and  is  adapted 
especially  to  the  handling  of  radishes.    With  this  device,  they  are  able, 
with  15  packers,  to  wash,  ice,  pack  and  load  five-'cars  .in  a  single  day.  To 
me  this  is  very  interesting  as,  -in  my  experience  at  shipping  points,  it  has 
seemed  to  require  more  work  and  a  longer  time  to  pack  radishes,,  df  done  pro- 
perly,  than  any  other  root  vegetable.    About  kO  cars  had  been  shipped  when 
I  was  there,  and  prospects  were  for  about  25  more,  making  an  average  yield 
of  225  to  250  crates  per  acre. 

"The  genero.l  feeling  is  that  this  large  truck-farm  project  has  been 
very  helpful  to  the  district  by  employing  between  500  and  1,000  otherwise 
■unemployed  persons  as  field  hands,   in  addition  to  the  labor  necessary  for 
cultivation  and  trucking  and  at  the  packing-shed.    The  pay  for  pulling  and 
tying  is  20^  per  bushel,  the  average  person  earning  from  $1  to  $1.50  a  day. 
This  seems  to  he  a  very  small  wage,  hut,  when  taking  into  consideration  that 
many  of  these  people  were  being  fed  and  clothed  by  the  Red  Cross  or  local 
organizations  ■until  the  harvest  began,  the  benefit  of  even  such  a  small  sum 
may  be  readily  seen.    Although  the  market  has  been  such  that  practically 
every  car  has  moved  on  consignment,   the  operator  of  this  farm  stated  that  he 
would  continue  shipping  as  long  as  the  returns  will  cover  the  cost  of  har- 
vesting and  loading." 


THE  FIELD  LETTERS  III  THIS  'D.L.  C0ITTAIN  A  LOT  OF  VALUABLE  IITQLMATIOCT. 


3c .    REVISED  SHIPPIHG---POIHT  CIRCULAR  OH  POTATOES 

A  revised  copy  of  the  shipping-point  circular  on  potatoes  is  "being 
mailed  to  every  shipping-point  supervisor.    AH  old  copies  shov.ld  he  destroy- 
ed.   Supervisors  should  'immediately  advise  the  Washington  office  regarding 
the  number  of  copies  they  will  need  in  the  conduct  of  this  work  this  season. 

R.  C.  BUTHER, ' 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 

OFFICE  ITOTES:- 

Mr .  Sherman  expects  to  go  to  Hew  York  City  on  Monday  to  confer  with 
a  committee  of  the  Trunk  Line  Association  on  the  possibility  of  the  Depart- 
ment undertaking  the  inspection  of  fresh  fru.it  and  vegetable  deliveries  by 
the  carriers  in  Greater  Hew  York.  On  Tuesday,  he  plans  to  attend  the 

first  public  hearing  under  the  P.A.C.  Act  at  Philadelphia,  this  being  the 
reparations  case  of  the  American  Fruit  Growers,  Inc.,  vs.  P.  C.  Spadaro  and 
Company.    The  question  at  issue  is  whether  the  rejection  of  two  cars  of 
tomatoes  and  one  car  of  grapefruit  by  Spadaro  was  or  was  not  justified  and, 
if  not  justified,  to  determine  the  amount  of  damages  due  the  complainant. 

H.  A.  Spilman  will  leave  Washington  on  Sunday  night  for  Raleigh, H.C . , 
where  he  will  appear  as  a  witness  in  a  case  under  the  Produce  Agency  Act 
against  R.  0.  Caveness.    He  hopes  to  be  able  to  leave  Raleigh  in  time  to 
reach  Philadelphia  on  Tuesday  for  the  public  hearing  (mentioned  above)  under 
the  P. A.  C.  Act.    Others  who  will  attend  this  hearing  in  Philadelphia  from 
the  Solicitor's  Office  are    R.  L,  Dillman,  C.  P.  Dorr,  and  Firs.  J.  H.  Sulli- 
van, the  last  being  a  stenographer. 

R.  R.  Pail thorp  expects  to  leave  on  Tuesday  for  points  in  western 
States.    He  probably  will  stop  at  Chicago,  Boise,  Portland,  Yakima,  Wenatchee, 
Seattle  and  Sacramento.     The  main  purpose  of  his  visit  to  the  northwest  is 
to  attend  the  Washington  State  Grading  Conference  on  May  21,  at  which  dele- 
gates will  make  recommendations  to  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture  regard- 
ing desired  changes  in  the  apple  grades.     It  is  expected  that  representatives 
from  Oregon  and  Idaho  also  will  attend  this  conference.    At  Sacramento,  Mr. 
Pail  thorp  will  confer  with  1.  P.  Al.lewelt  and  others  on  various  problems  of 
standardization.    He  may ^b sent  for  several  weeks. 

T.  C.  J.  Baker,  of  the  Standard  Container  project,  plans  to  leave 
Washington  on  Sunday  for  a  month's  trip  through  the  important  strawberry 
producing  districts  of  the  Middle  West.    He  will  make  a  survey  of  the  baskets 
used  for  shipping  berries  and  will  visit  the  principal  loading  points  in 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.     On  this  trip,  Mr.  Baker  will 
also  make  visits  to  package  factories  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  other  central 
States;  he 'may  adso  stop  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

H.  J.  Clay  is  assisting  B.  C.  Boree  in  the  marking  of  examination 
papers  for  Junior  Marketing  Specialist  at  the  Civil  Service  Commission. 

C.  R.  Hewton  and  W.  H.  Steinbauer,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  expect  to 
proceed  to  Pittsburgh  on  Sunday  for  the  purpose  of  making  investigations 
under  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

(over) 


OFFICE  HOTES  (Continued):-  ■  ■ 

C.  D.  Shirley  was  delayed  in  leaving  Houston,  Texas,  for  ITew  York  City 
and  did  not  arrive  in  Hew  York  until  Wednesday  night.    Judging  from  leased- 
wire  messages  received  from  Mr.  Shirley  en  route,  he  must  have  endeavored  to 
make  at  least  a  part  of  the  trip  "by  airplane,  as  a  message  came  from  St  .Louis 
that  his  "plane  had  been  forced  down  near  Tulsa,  Oklahoma." 

Wm.  E.  Leigh  accompanied  Robert  Bier  to  Baltimore  last  Friday,  and 
they  report  having  had  a  very  encouraging  meeting  with  representative  canners 
and  others  regarding  the  standardization  and  inspection  of  tomatoes  for  cannin 

W.  D.  Hull  spent  Wednesday  in  the  Washington  office,  en  route  from 
Presque  Isle,  Maine  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  where  he  will  operate  the  news  service  on 
potatoes.    He  reports  considerable  improvement  in  the  health  of  H,  E.  Rutland, 
who  plans  to  spend  the  summer  at  a  health-camp  located  at  Shin  Pond,  Maine. 

The  list  of  temporary,  field  stations  of  the  Market  Hews  Service  is  not 
being  published  in  this  D.L.,  but  the  following  changes  should  be  noted  by  all 
interested  employees:-    The  Idaho  Falls  office  will  be  closed  this  Saturday, 
May  9.    The  field  station  at  Monett,  Mo.,  will  not  be  opened  until  about  May 
22,  as  the  berry  crop  in  that  territory  has  been  delayed.    Reports  on  straw- 
berries at  Chadbourn,  E.G.,  may  be  continued  until  about  May  23. 

L.  C.  Tate,  who  closes  the  field  station  at  Idaho  Falls  .this  week, 
will  proceed  to  the  Minneapolis  office,  where  he  will  be  permanently  assigned 
to  assist  with  the  work  of  this  Division.    He  will  stop  at  Denver,  for  a  few 
days1  leave,  and  expects  to  reach  Minneapolis  by  May  16 . 

Enlargement  of  the  work  and  the  staff  in  Pennsylvania  has  necessitated 
the  appointment  of  two  more  cooperative  employees  as  Agents:-    Kenneth  R. 
Slamp  has  been  appointed  to  the  Harrisburg  office;    he  is  a  brother'  of  our' 
H.  S.  Slamp,   in  the  Philadelphia  inspection  office..      Charles  L.  Packard 
is  expected  to  be  appointed  to  the  Scranton  office,  effective  May  16. 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  went  from  Humboldt,  ™e'nn.,  to  Crystal  Springs, 
Miss.,  and  spent  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  with  F.  S.  Kinsey,  Supervising  Tnspectoi 
in  Mississippi.    He  planned  to  return  to  Humboldt  on  Thursday,  when  strawberry 
inspections  would  be  started  at  that  point.    W.  J.  Bertush  will  supervise  the 
strawberry  work  in  western  Tennessee. 

E.  S.  Stiles,  of  the  Boston  market-news  office,  has  been  subpoenaed 
to  appear  as  a  witness  in  the  Suffolk  Superior  Court  next  Tuesday  in  a- case 
involving  market  quotations  of  last  summer. 

The  following  correction  and  addition  have  been  received  on  the  new 
address-list  of  inspection  offices,  distributed  last  week.    Please  change,  on 
your  copy  of  the  April  20th  list,  the  office  telephone  at  Memphis  from  Ho. 
6-S6lO  to  Ho.  g~1303.       Under  W.  F.  Pluomer's  name  at  Boston,   insert  his 
residence  phone  number  as  Lexington  0888-J.-     'Please  make. note  of  the  fact 
that  the  Toledo  office  of  the  Inspection  Service  is  in  Room  10  (as  shown  on 
the  new  list)  and  no  longer  in  Room  2  of  the  Main  P.O.  Bldg.    Note  also,  thai 
the  Buffalo  office  is  now  in  Room  2J+2  of  the  Federal  Bldg.,  but  the  Buffalo 
telephone  number  remains  unchanged.    The  new  list  is  correct  as  .  to  Buffalo . 
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la.    ADDITIONAL  I'.  FORMATION  PIT  PORTO  RICAI"  FRUITS 

On  May  5,  A.  S.  Mason  wrote  from  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  as  follows':- 

" Grapefruit  shipments  will  "be  light  for  the  next  two  weeks,  on  ac- 
count of  lack  of  refrigerated  space  on  the  "boats.     The  pineapples  are  ripen- 
ing extra  fast,  making  it  necessary  to  ship  a  larger  percentage  under  re- 
frigeration.   Heavy  rains  that  have  been  general  over  the  whole  district 
for  the  past  two  weeks  caused  the  pineapples  to  become  full  of  water  and 
that,  along  with  the  hot  weather  we  are  now  having,  caused  them  to  ripen 
very  fast.    From  25$  to  50$  of  the  pineapples  now  being  picked  are  too  ripe 
even  to  ship  under  refrigeration  and  must  be  consigned  to  the  canneries. 
The  heavy  rains  that  were  so  injurious  to  the  pineapples  have  been  equally 
beneficial  to  the  grapefruit.     I  expected  to  see  scab  develop  on  account 
of  the  rain  but,   so  far,  growers  are  reporting  very  little  development  of 
scab.    Practically  all  of  them  are  now  spraying  as  an  extra  safeguard. 

"hast  Sunday  we  inspected  practically  11,000  boxes  that  were  placed 
on  the  'Doric  Star1  for  direct  shipment  to  England.     In  fact  we  inspected 
every  box  that  was  shipped  011  this  boat.    Shipments  were  about  9,000  boxes 
less  than  expected,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  growers  could  not  pick  and  pack 
on  account  of  the  rain. 

"I  believe  that  there  are  between  o50,000  p-sid  700,000  boxes  of  fruit 
to  be  shipped  between  now  and  the  first  of  September.     Some  of  this  fruit 
can  be  safely  held  until  August,  but  some  of  it,   if  held  too  long,  -  spec- 
ially that  on  the  young  trees,  -  will  become  too  nosey  or  too  coarse  in 
texture  to  be  worth  shipping.    We  have  about  JOfo  of  all  the  fruit  signed 
for  inspection." 


2a.    APPLE  COLD-STORAGE  HOLDINGS,  MAY  1 

Below  is  the  May  1  report  of  total  cold-storage  holdings  of  apples, 

which  was  released  in  Washington  on  Tuesday tr- 

Barr  els             Boxes  Baskets 

May  1,  1931:-        87,000        .  3,6sU,ooo  5^3,000 

May  1,  I93O 229,000           2,^6,000  7^3,000 

5-year  Avg.:-       ^15,000           2,553,000  535,000 

About  63$  of  the  boxes  were  still  held  in  Pacific  Coast  States. 
The  total  holdings  under    refrigeration  were  equivalent  to  1,509,000 
barrels,  which  is  1.6$  more  than  last  May  and  5$  above  average. 
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MARKET  1TEWS  SERVICE 


lb.    LOUISIANA  SMBM  SEASON  ESTABLISHES  RECORDS 

Writing  from  Hammond  in  a  letter  0.'  May  12,  R.  L.  Sutton  tells  of  the 
high  records  for  shipments  and  value  of  strawberries  being  established  in 
Louisiana  this  year :- 

"The  1931  crop  of  strawberries  in  Louisiana  is  going  to  break  all 
records.  With  over  3*5^0  cars  already  shipped,  indications  are  that  the  sea- 
son's movement  to  market  will  fill  at  least  '4,000  cars.    The  shipments  this 
season  through  Hay  10  have  to  their  credit  a  value  slightly  in  excess  of 
$6,250,000.    The  actual  auction  sales  alone  for  this  same  period  have 'almost 
reached  $5,335,000.    That  portion  of  the  crop  which  is  shipped  to  market  this 
season  will  finally  realize  in  the  neighborhood  of  $7, 000, 000 ." 


2b.     SQUTHWE STERIT  gLOR IDA  PRICES  DECLI1TII10- 

R.  M.  Peterson  included  the  following  information  in  a  letter  of 
May  11  from  Bradenton,  Ela.:~ 

"The  Wauchula  cucumber  market  held  steady  around  $2.25  Per  bushel 
hamper  of  Fancy  stock  until  the  last  of  the  week,  when  the  price  dropped  to 
$1.75-    Eurther  weakness  developed  today,  with  most  Fancy. grades  bringing 
only  $1.25.    The  quality  of  the  stock  from  the  older  fields  is  getting  poorer 
but  many  of  the  fields  are  still  in  good  condition.     The  shipmemts  this 
(present)  week  are  not  expected  to  average  over  five  or  six  cars  daily,  after 
which  the  season  will  be  practically  ended. 

"Manatee  tomatoes  were  very  slow  in  starting,  but  harvesting  should 
increase  rapidly  this  week.    From  100  to  125  c"rs  will  probably  move  during 
the  week.    The  quality  of  first  pickings  was  only  fair,  but  the  stock  is 
looking  much  better  today  and  is  expected  to  be  generally  good  in  a  day  or 
two.    The  size  is  gpod,  packing  heavy  to  6x6  and  larger.    The  demand  has  been 
very  slow  and  the  prices , have  dropped  considerably  since  the  first  car  was 
sold,  with  today's  cash-track  market  weak  at  $3  Per  lug*" 


3b .     IDAHO  POTATO  MARKET  SHOWS  IMPROVEMENT 

In  his  closing  letter  from  Idaho  Falls  on  May  7?  L»  c«  Tp~te  included 
the  following  information:- 

"The  f.o.b.  market  has  advanced  5^~10{f  per  cwt,  under  a  good  demand. 
Best  Russets  have  reached  a  top  of  gOy*,  cash-track.    Perhaps  2,500  cars  of 
potatoes  remain  to  be  shipped  from  the  State,  although  dealers  claim  only 
about  one-half  that  amount  is  within  sight  and  they  are  reluctant  .to  antici- 
pate heavy  loadings.  Many  localities  are  cleaned  up,  but  the  principal  load- 
ing stations,   such  as  Idaho  Falls,  Shelley,  Blackfoot,  Burley,  Twin  Falls 
and  Rupert,   still  have  a  considerable  quantity  of  potatoes  on  hand. 

"There  has  been  a  liberal  movement  of  seed  stock  into  Utah,  especially 
to  the  district  around  Cedar  City,  a    comparatively  new  producing  section  in 
the  southwestern  part  of  the  State;  so  that  we  may  expect  a  large  increase 
in  plantings  of  Russets  there  this  year.    Prior  to  this  time,  the  seed  move* 
ment  in  Idaho  has  been  limited,  but  this  week  the  lower  Valley  has  taken 
25  to  30  cars." 
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1+b .    EAIHY  WEATH5R  STILL  APPHCTIITC-  TEXA.S  Oil! PITS 

W.  D.  G-ooge  7/rote  as  follows  from  Laredo  in  a  letter  of  May  10:- 

"B&iny  weather  continued  to  retard  the  Texas  onion  movement  during  the 
past  week.    Scattered  showers  have  o'c cur r ed '  almost  daily,  while  heavy  rains 
fell  in  most  sections  on  Monday  and  Wednesday' nights .    The  week  started  "off 
wet,  after  the  downpour  on  Saturday  night,  May  2.     On  many  days  it  has  been 
too  wet  to  get  into  the  fields  rfrth  trucks  for  hauling,  even  though  the  onions 
'on  the  borders'  became  dry  enough  to  be  shipped.    Heavy  losses  in  the  total 
yield  are  being  reported  in  many  sections,  and  some  fields  have  been  abandon- 
ed.   A  few  growers  who  had  sold  their  crops  on  contracts  have  given  up  the 
escrow  money  held  in  the  banks.    A  great  deal  of  rough  and  discolored  stock 
is  seen,   since  lack  of  dry  weather  has  prevented  onions  from  shedding  off  the 
dirty  husks  during  the  handling  processes.     Considerable  slight  sun-scald  is 
being  reported,  and  dealers  are  rather  skeptical  of  the  carrying  quality  of 
the  onions  shipped  during  the  week. 

"However,  the  unfavorable  weather  became  less  intense  as  the  week 
closed,  and  more  than  UOO  cars  were  shipped  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday.  Up 
to  May  3  Texas  had  moved  2,262  cars  of  onions;  to  the  same  date  last  year  the 
total  was  3»^77  cars.    The  Laredo  section  will  just  about  clean  up  during  the 
coming  week,  with  a  total  of  35O  or  possibly  1,000  cars.    The  Raymondvllle 
section  has  practically  finished  with  around  65O  cars.    The  number  to  be  ship- 
ped from  the  Robstown-Corpus  Christ i  sections  will  depend  largely  upon  the 
weather  and  market  conditions.    Bat  estimates  of  the  total  from  southern  Texas 
this  season  range  between  U , 000  and  5,000  cars,  or  20$  to  25$  less  than  in 
1330. 

"Prices  in  the  terminal  markets  during  the  week  on  a  whole  have  been 
rather  discouraging.     In  addition  to  the  limited  buying  power  of  consumers, 
there  seems  to  be  a  widespread  belief  among  jobbers  that  Texas  will  ship  a 
bumper  crop  of  onions  this  year.    The  f.o.b.  market  held  fairly  steady,  with 
good  U.S.  Commercial  stock  in  50-pound  bags  selling  cash-track  at  75^-^0^ 
for  Yellow  Bermudas  and  $1 ,10-$1 .15  for  Crystal  Wax.    Usual-terms  sales  were 
about  10^  higher  than  the  above  prices.     The  few  strictly  U.S.,  Ho .  1  cars 
available  brought  a  premium  of  mostly  10$£  over  the  prices  paid  for  good  qual- 
ity of  the  U.S.  Commercial  grade." 

5b .    LATS  FROSTS  I  IT  COLORADO 

Portions  of  a  letter  of  May  9  from  Bryce  Morris,  of  the  Denver  office, 
are  quoted  below:- 

"Cool  weather  and  frosts  over  portions  of  Colorado  this  week-end  were 
dangerously  close  to  the  damaging  point  on  the  Western  Slope,  where  the  mini- 
mum temperature  early  Saturday  morning  was  33°  at  Pruitvale,  35°  at  Clifton 
and  3S°  at  Grand  Junction,  with  Palisade  unreported.    The  forecast  for  today 
and  tonight  was  for  little  change  in  temperature,  with  frost. 

"Potato  shipments  from  Colorado  have  ranged  from  25  to  35  ears  each 
day  this  week^with  a  total  movement  now  of  17,628  cars.    Prices  of  Rural s  in 
northern  Colorado  dropped  -  s  lew  as  50^  on  Standards,  with  the  price  ranging 
up  to  60f;  according  to  condition  of  the  stock.    Ho.  2's  were  reported  as  low 
as  h0^  per  cwt.  late  this  week.    Remaining  supplies  probably  d.o  not  exceed 
300  cars,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  that  many  will  be  shipped." 


6b.    .HEAVY  MOVEMENT  OF  FLORIDA  POTATOES 

B.  E.  Surry  wrote  as  follows  from  Hastings,  Fla.,  in  a  letter  of 
May  11:-  '  . 

"In  spite  of  heavy  rains  last  week  -O.e  total  rainfall  around  Hastings 
exceeded  four  inches) r-  Florida  loaded  1 , 1 .'  cars/ compared  with  1,117  f°r  the 
previoiis  week  and  7^-1  for  the  same  period  a  year  ago'.     Shipments  of  306  cars 
on  Friday  and  313  cars  on  Saturday,  May  $,  probably  represent  the  heaviest 
daily  movement  for  several  years.    Total  shipments  for  the  State  to  date  amount 
to  U,1^5  errs,  of  which  the  Hastings  section  lias  furnished  about  3j100  cars. 
Along  with  the  very  heavy  movement  and  almost  drily  showers,  there  occurred  a 
further  decline  in  prices  and  a  slight  increase  in  quantity  of  poorer  stock 
being  shipped. 

"The  heavy  rain  of  a  week 'ago  held  up  a  large  part  of  .diggings  around 
Hastings  until  after  the  middle  of  the  week  and  the  f.o.b.  market  was  firm 
at  $3.50  Per  barrel  of  Ho.  l's.    With  shipments  increasing  drily,  however, 
the  price  dropped  to  $3*25  on  Friday,  $3  on  Saturday,  and  $2.50    or,  Monday, 
with  practically  all  of  Saturday's  loadings  invoiced  at  that  price.    Ho  hopes 
are  now  held  for  anything  but  low  prices  for  the  remainder  of  the  c:;op.  The 
anticipated  rise  in  prices,  after  the  peak  movement  probably  will  not  occur. 
Several  shippers  and  buyers  remarked  today  that  they  would  not  be  surprised 
if  the  railroads  began  to  ask  guarantee  of  freight  on  some  cars,  before  the 
end  of  the  week.    On  account  of  the  excessive  rains,  some  fields  will  be  al- 
most entirely  abandoned.    Decay  has  begun  to  show  ixp  in  many  fields  yet  to  be 
harvested,  and  has  already  done  considerable  damage  to  some  loadings  of  last 
week.    With  the  uncertain  quality  of  many  cars,  consignments  have  been  on  the 
increase.    The  demand  for  Ho.  2  stock  has  been  very  slow,  with  present  offer- 
ings at  $1.50  per  barrel." 

7b.    IIQP.TE  CATOLIIIA  K3BRY  M0V3MEITT  PAST  PEAK 

A  letter  of  May  11  from  A.  M.  McDowell,  at  Chadbourn,   gives  the  follow- 
ing news  'on  strawberries  :- 

"Peak  movement  of  the  ITorth  Carolina  strawberry  season  should  be  attain- 
ed in  the  first  three  days  of  the  present  week.    Hext  week,  movement  should 
be  considerably  lighter,  and  after  May  23  there  vail  probably  be  little  move- 
meat  except  of  juice  stock. 

"Quality  and  condition  continued  very  good  through  last  week,  but  some 
stock  on  Thursday  and  Friday  showed  the  effects  of  the  rains  of  the  previous 
nights.    Todny  it  was  noted  that  many  of  the  berries  were  soft,  but  this  con- 
dition may  have  been  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  no  berries  were  picked  yes- 
terday (Sunday). 

"Prices  received  by  growers  declined  gradually  during  the  week,  the 
drop  amounting  to  about  $1.50  per  crate  at  Chadbourn  and  about  $2  at  Wallace. 
This  morning5 s  auction  opened  considerably  lower,  following  reports  of  heavy 
supplies  and  low  prices  in  most  of  the  terminal  markets.    The  price  today  had 
reached  a  level  where  growers  are  able  to  make  only  a  slight  profit. 

"Growers  in  the  Wallace  area  appear  to  be  pleased  with  the  results  of 
their  experiments  with  the  Blakemore.    Prices  received  have  sometimes  been  as 
much  as  50^  per  crate  more  than  for  the  Missionary.     If  the 'variety  lives  up 
to  the  other  claims  made  for  it,  it  may  be  tested  more  extensively.    It  is 
doubtful  whether  many  plantings  will  be  made  in  the  Chadbourn  area,  as  most 
local  growers  feel  that  it  has  little  to  recommend  it  over  the  Klondike." 


Sb .    MISSISSIPPI  CA?hAG~  S3AS0II  DELAYED 

J,  B.  Owens  sent  the  following  .report- on. Mississippi  vegetables  in 
a  letter  of  May  10  from  Crystal  Springs 

"The  acreage  planted  . to  cabbage  in  Mississippi. -this  year  is  slightly 
less  than  last  season,  but  as  a  slight  increase  in  yield  is  reported  the 
possible  tonnage  is  estimated  at  lU,600,   compared  with  12, 800  tons  last 
year.    Approximately  75r>  of  the  cabbage  is  in  Copiah  County,  with  Crystal 
Springs  and  Hazlehurst  the  main  shipping  points.    The  condition  of  the  crop 
is  reported  to  be  very  good,  except  in  some  instances  where  recent  rains 
have  caused  severe  bursting  of  the  heads  in  the  fields  of  more-advanced  ma- 
turity. 

"Shipments  from  this  section  began  the  latter  part  of  April  but  the 
movement  has  been  very  light,  as  shown  by  the  fact  that  Mississippi  shipped 
only  175  cars  during  the  past  week.    The  heavy  movement  from  competing  States 
and  the  very  low  prices  being  offered  are  responsible  for  these  light  ship- 
ments.   Although  a  great  deal  of  the  crbbage  is  ready  to  be  moved,  the  far- 
mers are  holding  back  with  the  hope  of  improved  market  conditions  in  the 
near  future.    Should  the  markets  improve,   shipments  will  increase  sharply 
during  the  present  week.     .    .  . 

"The  movement  of  green  peas  from  Copiah  County  is  practically  finished 
While  the  season  this  year  was  somewhat  later  thru  usual,  the  yields  and 
prices  received  have  been  very  gratifying  to  farmers.    Demand  during  the  past 
week  was  good  and  practically  all  offerings  sold  readily  for  $1.15  per  bush- 
el cash-track  and  $1.25  011  wire  orders. 

"The  acreage  of  beets  and  carrots  is  rather  light,  due  to  the  unsatis- 
factory returns  in  recent  years.    There  is  reported  to  be  about  J>0Q  acres  of 
beets  and  b.00  acres  of  carrots  in  this  county.    The  first  car  of  beets  was 
shipped  on  May  5»  but  most  of  these  crops  will  move  in  mixed  cars.    A  few 
sales  were  made  recently  on  both  of  these  commodities  at  75^  Per  bushel 
crate . 

"The  tomato  acreage  is  practically  the  same  as  last  year.    This  crop 
is  reported  to  be  a  little  late,  and  it  will  probably  be  the  first  of  June 
before  shipments  begin." 

9b .    ADDITIOITAL  RgWS  PIT  T5XAS  OhIOh  CROP 

R.  &.  Risser  sent  the  following  information  in  a  letter  of  May  7 
f r om  Cry  s  t al  City,  T exa s : - 

"The  unusual  duration  of  rainy  and  cloudy  weather  this  season  has  been 
a  serious  drawback  to  the  onion  growers  of  this  section  of  Texas.    The  move- 
ment of  the  crop  has  been  repeatedly  interrupted  by  showers,  which  have  been 
so  frequent  as  to  interfere  greatly  with  the  curing  and  loa.ding  of  the  onions 
Recently  cash  buyers  have  been  holding  off,  because  they  feared  that  the  con- 
dition and  carrying  quality  of  the  product  did  not  justify  them  in  putting 
their  money  into  available  supplies.    The  amount  of  perceptible  decay  in 
bulbs  loaded  has  been  a  factor  which  has  made  buyers  cautious  and  apprehen- 
sive.   Harvesting  operations  have  been  performed  under  difficulties,  as  the 
onions  have  not  been  easy  to  clean  while  damp  and  it  has  been  impossible  to 
secure  the  normal  luster  which  enhances  their  attractiveness  on  the  market. 
Hail  has  accompanied  the  storms  to  some  extent  and  caused  additional  damage • 
.The  prices  shown  in  current  quotations  must  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  grade  of  the  product  to  reveal  a  true  picture  of  the  situation.  While 
the  price  for  U.S.  ITo .  1  stock  is  not  exceptionally  low,  the  bulk  of  the  crop 
has  not  been  making  this  grade.''' 
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10t .     TOMATOES  MOVING  ACTIVELY  FROM  BIO  G3AEDE  VALLEY 

C.  D..  Schoolcraft  wrote  as  follows  from  Brownsville,  Tgxas ,  in  a 
letter  of  May  10:- 

" Tomatoes  are  now  the  major  crop  iaoving  from  this  section.  Around 
l60  cars  were  shipped  during  the  week  and  it  is  probable  that  by  the  end 
of  next  week  shipments  will  reach  100  cars  a  day  or  slightly  heavier,  weath- 
er permitting.    The  market  here  has  been  in  rather  an  unsettled  condition, 
due  to  uncertainty  in  the  minds  of  shippers  and  cash  buyers  as  to  just  what 
the  outcome  of  the  blight  may  be.    A  couple  of  days  of  sunshine  during  the 
middle  of  the  week  seemed  to  check  it,  "but  the  past  two  days  have  been  drnp, 
with  local  showers,  -  ideal  weather  for  blight,  <-  and  some  feel  that  there 
may  be  a  recurrence  of  the  trouble. 

"With  the  exception  of  tomatoes  there  has  been  relatively  little 
f.o.b.  trading  in  the  lower  Valley  this  week.-'    Potato  shipments  have  held 
around  the  50  cars  a  day,  to  the  surprise  of  most  everyone,  but  practicrlly 
all  have  been  consigned  or  rolled  for  delivered  sales.    The  potato  deal  for 
Texas  will  move  into  the  Sugar land  section  next  week,'  with  fair  movement 
from  that  district  by  next  Saturday. 

"Bean  shipments  have  averaged  around  15  cars  a  day,  but  quality  is 
deteriorating  fa.st  and  next  week  will  likely  see  the  end  of  the  bean  move- 
ment.   Onion  movement  from  the  Raymondville  section  was  very  light,  with 
fair  demand  for  stock  of  good  quality.    There  are- practically  no  good, Wax 
onions  left  in  that  section,  but  there  are  a  few  cars  of  Yellows  that  will 
be  shipped  during  the  next  week,  after  which  the  season  there  will  be  over. 
Periodic  showers  have  delayed  loading  of  the  few  cars  that  were  shipped 
from  that  district  last  week. 

"The  first  cars  of  green  corn  were  shipped  during  the  past  week. 
Quality  on  these  was  ordinary,  having  been  picked  from  fields  that  escaped 
the  frost  of  March  9.    These  first  errs  sold  at  $3.35-^2.50  per  bushel  bas- 
ket.   The  main-crop  corn  movement  will  get  under  way  around  May  15  or  IS. 
Movement  at  this  time  last  year  ran  UO  or  5°  cars  a  day." 


lib.     CORRECTION  IN  TABLE  OF  PACKAGES  PEE  CARLOAD  ' 

In  the  Table  of  Packages  per 'Carload,  issued  January,  1931;  please 
make  the  following  change  on  Page  3J~ 

Snap  Beans  •  General  Usual 

Range  Loading 

Florida,  bushel  hampers  579-75°  600 

This  is  in  accordance  with  information  furnished  by  V.  H .  Nicholson 
at  Belle  Glade,  who  states  that  practically  all  shipments  from  South  Florida 
this  season  have  been  loaded  to  take  a  special  freight  rate  which  requires 
a  minimum  load  of  20,000  pounds,  or  579  hampers,  and  that  most  errs  have 
been  loaded  around  6 00  hampers'. 

In  order  that  there  may  be  uniformity  in  the  unload  reports,  all 
offices  reporting  l.c.L.  or  boat  receipts  of  Florida  beans  are  requested  to 
make  in  their  records  any 'necessary  revisions  in  carlo t  equivalents  reported 
since  January  1,  1931,  on  this  basis  of  600  hampers  per  -carload* 
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12b.    ABOUT-  2,112  CARS  0?  APPLPS  I  IT  ^OPl'IHTEEST  01"  MAY  1 

The  following  information  was  included  in  a  letter  of  May.  S  from 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Gerry,  of  the  Spokane  office:- 

"Below  is  a  record  of  the  storage  holdings  of  apples  in  the  -Horthwest, 

as  of  May  1 

Yakima  1  ,.2^U  cars  .  ... 

Wenatchee  773i  ." 

Milton-f reewater  79  " 

Spokane  15      " . , 

"I  have  not  as  yet  received  the  report  of  Hood  River  storage  hold- 
ings . " 


13b.    RPC5IIT  SUMMARIES  OP  MAPdCST  IIT3-  SPASOHS 

Pour  additional  summaries  of  field  deals  have  been  issued  this  week: 
"Marketing  the  Georgia  Peach  Crop,  1930  Season,"  by  R.  H.  Shoemaker. 
"Marketing  Mississippi  Vegetable's,  1930  Season,"  "by.  H  •  P.  Rutland, 
"Marketing  Mississippi  Tomatoes,  I93O  Season,"  by  H.P.  Rutland. 
"Marketing  Imperial  Valley  Cant r loupe's ,  1930  Season,"  by  R.  E.  Lamb 
and  L.  T.  Kirby. 

lUb,    SOMP,  UHUSUAL  UPLOAD  RPPORTS 

The  Spokane  office  has  published  a  lH-paged  mimeographed  summary  on 
■"Unloads  of  Northwestern  fruits  and  Vegetables  in  .66  Important  Cities." 
The  front  page  carries  an  outline  map  of  the  United  States,  and  in  each  of 
31  States  is  shown  the  number  of  errs  of  fruits  and "vegetables  from  the 
Northwest  which  were  unloaded  in  large  markets  of  that  State -during  1930. 
The  tabulation  omits  17  States,  for  which  figure's  were  not  available. 
Canada  also  is  omitted,   for  the  same  reason. 

The  summary  includes  separate  tables  on  35  different  products,  Por 
each  product,  origins  are  shown  under  each  of  the  four.  States,  Washington, 
Oregon,   Idaho  and  Montana.    Unloads  are  shown. for  each  of  66  cities  or  for 
as  many  cities  -as  received  the  particular  product  from  the  Horthwest .  A 
comparison  is  ma.de  also  of  the  carlot  shipment c  from  the  Horthwest  in  1930. 
■Exports  of  apples,  pears,  etc.  are  shown  for  the  ports  of  Seattle  and'  Port- 
land.   The  entire  summary  i.s  very  interesting  and  valuable. 

new  York  City  office  has  published  a  detailed  summary  of  the  "Daily 
Arrivals  and  Unloads  of  Cantaloupes  and  Various  Other  Types  of  Melons  on 
the  Hew  York  Market  during  I93O."     Comparative  figures  are  given  for  1929. 
Tabulations  a.re  first  given  on  the  basis  of  days,  the.  weather  being  shown 
for  each  day  and  the  number  of  cars  arrived,  unloaded,  on  track  or  diverted; 
also  the  carlot  shipments  from  all  sections  for  that  day.    A  recapitulation 
of  unloads  is  given  by  States  or  countries  of  origin  for  each  day.  Statis- 
tics on  acreage  also  o.re  presented. 

15b.    ATS)  IT  101:  TO  THP  CODS  (Effective  May  22,  1931) 

On  the  "JI-J0-JU"  page  of  the  code,  please  make  the  following  addi- 
tion:- 

JUX    -  wrapped 


m 
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l6b .     INTERESTING  REPORT  ON  IMPERIAL  VALLEY  CANTALOUPES 

On  May  12,  A.  E.  prugh  wrote  tlie  following  letter  from  the  office  at 
Brawley,  Calif. 

"The  first  car  of  cantaloupes  went  out  of  the  Valley  on  April  IS, -the 
earliest  date  in  the  history  of  production  here,-  and  yet  there  was  not  a 
100-car  day  until  May  11.     Of  course,  the  first  few  cars  came  from  a  ^O-acre 
field  that  had  "been  forced  along,  "but  the  increase 'has  not  "been  as  rapid  as 
in  previous  years.    One  reason  for  this  has  been  the  cool  nights  and  also  the 
light  crovm  set  on  the  "crushed  acreage.    Early  quality  is  probably  the  best 
ever  shipped.    The  vines  are  thrifty,  foliage  heavy,  and  there  pre  only  a  few 
traces  of  mildew. 

"Shippers  are  already  discouraged  with  the  situation.  For  instance: 
The  Chicago  market  on  Monday  reported  only  two  cars  arriving,  with  a  slow 
demand  and  $1  per  standard  cra/te  cheaper  than  on  Saturday.    Tempera.ture  of 
*4-S°  and  raining  at  S  o'clock  is  not  favor ahle  weather,  for  cantaloupe  market- 
ing.   Shippers  are  also  faced  with  a  possible  strike  of  melon-pa.ckers  aaid 
have  a  meeting  arranged  with  a  committee  of  the  union  to  arbitrate  the  ques-  j 
tion.    At  .a  meeting  Monday  night,  a  clearing  house  was  also  considered,  such 
as  was  used  during  the  1929  deal.    A  close  inspection  for  quality  and  sugar 
content  was  also  arranged  with  the  Agricultural  Commissioner.  -,-  The  Federal- 
State  inspection  office  has  not  been  opened  in  the  Valley  this  season. 

"The  f.o.b.  market  dropped  sharply,  as  shipments  increased.  There  ha.s 
been  only  a  limited  buying  demand  from  the  East.  I  know  of  one  shipper  who 
sold  an  express  car  for  $5  f.o.b.  and  loaded-  half  a  car  with  another  shipper 
for  Philadelphia.  This  car  sold  in  Philadelphia,  for  $6,  and  the  express  ra,tej 
is  about '$2.65  per  cra.te.  The  rapid  decline  in  prices  cut  down  the  number  of 
express  cars,  with  only  92  out  by  the  11th  and  a  probable  total  of  less  tha.n  I 
100,  c  ompa.r  ed  with  1 G  9 '  1  a  s  t  y ea,r . 

"The  standard~l+5  cra.te  is  the  basis  of  trading,  and  on  the  present 
market  jumbc  45ls  bring  25^  premium/  with  j\imbo  36 's  the  sane  a.s  standard 
!4-5's>  a&d  ponys  75$  of  the  standard-^  price  and  flats  kOtfo. 

"Not  many  cars  of  'choice'  or  ripes  for  western  shipment  have  moved  so 
far,  as  most  of  these  melons  have  been  trucked  to  Los  Angeles.  Yesterday 
a  few  cars  of  hard  ripes  for  the  Northwest  sold  for  75^  premium  over  the 
•fancy'  or  those  for  eastern  shipment. 

"The  peak  movement  came  last  year  on  May  22  with  H65  cars,  which  was 
very  early,    ^his  season  there  will  probably  be  an  early  peak  of  250  to  J>00 
cars  about  May  25  and  then  another  heavier  one  from  June  25to  July  1.  There 
may  be  a  period  of  light  movement  from  June  1  to  12,  between  the  harvesting  ' 
of  the  covered  and  the  uncovered,  acrea.ge,  as  the  rain  in  February  held  up 
normal  planting  for  nearly  three  weeks. 

"The  earliest  Honey  Dews  on  record  moved  last  week.  About  ^0  flat 
crates  went  to  Mew  York  in  a  mixed  car. 

"About  15  cars  of  carrots  daily  continue  to  move  from  the  Valley.  The 
demand  is  slow  and  tra.ck  holdings  in  11  large  markets  jumped  from  112  cars 
on  the    5th  to  1S2  on  the  11th.  ■..  .  . 

"Three. or  four  cars  of  toma.toes  axe  now  moving,  mostly  to  Seattle, 
Portland,  Spokane . and  Salt  Lake  City.     I  noticed  one  car  billed  to  Hutchin- 
son, Kansas,  and  two  or  three  to  El  Paso  for  diversion.    The  Los  Angeles 
market  weakened  sharply  on  May  11,  under  heavy  truck  receipts." 

TC32TDELL  CALHOUN, 
Marketing  Specialist . 
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ROCHESTER,  H.Y.** 
310  Triangle  Bldg. 

WHITER  HAVE  IT,  FLA..** 
DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg. 

BROWHSVILLE,  TEXAS** 
Chamber  of  Commerce 


HAMMOHD,  LA. , 

P.  0.  Bldg. 
LAREDO,  TEXAS** 

Chamber  of- Commerce 
CRYSTAL  CITY,  TEXAS** 

Chamber  of  Commerce 
BRADSET01T,  FLA.** 

Pier  Bldg. 
BELLE  GLADS,  FLA.** 

Glades . Hotel 

CHADBOURH,  E.C.** 

Mercer  Bldg. 
BRAWLEY ,  CALIF.** 

Planters  Hotel  Bldg, 
CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MISS, 


MOBILE,  ALA.* 


S37 

920 
331 


S02 

SOI 

S67 
S50 
337 

S05 
SOS 

S09 

32k 


A.  L.  Thomas 
H.  S.  Duncan 

E.  F.  Willson 

C.  D.  Schoolcraft 


R.  L.  Sutton 
W.  D.  Googe 
R.  G.  Risser 
R.  M.  Peterson 
B.  E.  Surry 

A.  M .  McDowell 

A.  1.  Prugh 

J.  B.  Owens 

W.  D.  Hull 


Apples 
Carrots 
Potatoes 
Citrus 


;Sept.  3 -May  23 
jSept.  3: May  23 

•Oct.  6  iifay.sj 

76ctV"l  "'May  29 


Cabbage* 

Spinach* 

Beets* 

Carrots 

3eans 

Potatoes 

Onions 

Tomatoes  i 

Stbr. 

Onions 

Onions 

Vegs. 

Beans 
Peppers 
Tomatoes 
Stbr'.""""" 

Cant  s . 

Vegs. 

Tomatoes 
Potatoes 


■Jan.  5  I May  g* 

|jan.  5  jMar.  7* 

: Jan.  5  :Apr.  30* 

JJan.  6  :May  l6 

jhar.  20; May  l6 
: Mar. 30  -May  l6 

:Apr.  6  -May  l6 

■  Liar .  26  I  May  23 

:Apr.  o  -May  23 

•Apr.  I^May  23 

JApr.  13; May  29 

■Apr*  20: May  29 
;Apr.  20 -May  23 
;Apr.  20 | May  2^ 
;Mayl"'''j'May'23""' 

j May  6     :Jul.  11 

:  May  5     i  June  6 
; June  1   ■ June  27 


May  11   -June  13 


The  following  sta.tions  probably  will  open  on  dates  indicated: 


P0C0M0KE  CITY,  ML.** 


MOIUTT,  MO.** 


S7S:  V.  E.  Hicholson 


S57-  W.  G.  Thompson 


Stbr.        ; May  21  • June  13 
Potatoes  -June  15: Aug.  1 
Cucumbers; July  6   -Jul.  25 

.  Cant  s  ;.  AugA  J>1  Aug .  _1 5. 

Stbr.        "May  22  :June 


he  following  stations  closed  on  dates  indicated: 


IDAHO  FALLS,  IDAHO 
230  Federal  Bldg. 

GRAITD  RAPIDS,  MICH.** 
hl2  P.  0.  Bldg 

HASTINGS,  FLA.** 

. ..  Power  &  Light  Bldg, 


S^5 

£95 
S51 


L.  C.  Tate 
R.  E.  Keller 


1,  Surry 


Potatoes  ;Sep.  15;May  9 


Appl e  s 
Onions 
Potatoes 


Oct.  2hhTcv.  7 
Oct.  2U;Apr.  21 
Oct.  2UjMay  13 


Potatoes  :Apr.  S  -May  15 


**  State  cooperating.  *  Reports  discontinued. 

R.  E.  Keller  in  St.  Louis  office.      W.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco . 
V.  H.  hicholson  en  route  to  Pocomoke  City,  Md. 
B.  E.  Surry  transferred  to  Belle  Glade,  Fla.  . 
L.  C.  Tate  assigned  to  Minneapolis  office. 


INSPECTION  SERVICE 


1  c .     GOOD  RECORDS  BEING  MADE  IN  OREGON 

With  a  letter  of  May  k,  W.  L.  Close,  Supervisor  of  shipping-point 
inspection  work  in  the  State  of  Oregon,   submitted  a  number  of  interesting 
statistical  tables. 

The  first  table  gives  a  comparison  of  inspections  with  total  carlo t 
shipments  for  the  State.    Luring  the  1929-30.  season,  about  13,117  C;n-rs  of 
23  products  were  shipped  and  8,UHU  cars  were  certified,  which  is  of 
the  shipments.    Prom  July  1  to  December  31,  1930, :  about  lU, 118  cars  were 
forwarded  and  10,6lU  were  inspected,  which  is  75$  of  the  shipments,  thus 
showing  a  great  increase  over  the  previous  period. 

A  second  table  shows  the  percentages  of  various  crops  .inspected 
during  each  of  the  last  five  seasons.    The  figures  vary  greatly  between  the 
several  seasons,  but  tricing  IS  products  together  the  average  has  shown  a 
continuous  progression.    The  total  percentage  of  these  crops  certified  for 
the  1926-27  season  was  55$;  in  1927-28  about  57$';  in  1928-29,  around  63$; 
in  lS'29-30  about  6U$,  and  so  far  during  the  I93O-3I  season  75$- 

The  third  table  gives  a  comparison  of  shipments  and  certifications 
for  the  five  leading  products  during  erch  of  the  last  five  seasons  and  a 
five-year  average  for  each  p>roduct..    The  totals  are  copied  below:- 

Total  Shipment,  and  Inspection  Records  for  5  Leading  Products 
1926-27    1927-28    1928-29    1929-50    1930-31*  Average 
Shipments:-        13,856      9,159       lU,l+91     9,888       12,^52  11,969 
Certifications:    9,030     6,779        9,969     7,990      10,U39  8,851 

Jive- Year  Average    Figures  for  Leading  Products 

Shipments  Certifications 

Apples                           U,738  3,593 

Pears                                  3,75s  2,905 

Broccoli-Caulif                    5SU  392 

Prunes                                1,077  729 

Potatoes                             1 ,  839  1 ,  326.  . 

11,969  8,851 

*  July  to  December  inclusive. 
Oregon  has  a  compulsory  inspection  law  for  potatoes,  and  naturally 
this  product  shows  the  highest  percentage  of  shipments  inspected.  During 
the  1929-30  season,  60$  of  the  potatoes  inspected  graded  U.S.  No.  1  or 
better.    But  during  the  I93O-3I  season  to  date,   this  figure  has  increased 
to  72$. 

2c .     CROP  CONDITIONS  EAVORABLE  IN  UTAH 

•     L.  S.  Jenn  sent  the  following  report  from  Salt  Lake  city  on  May  9:- 
" Ideal  growing  weather,  with  occasional  light  showers,  has  prevailed 
since  the  severe  windstorms  on  April  22,  and  most  of  the  damaged  acreage 
has  been  replanted.    The  frequent  showers  have  brought  the  replanted  fields 
of  onions,  peas,  and  sugar-beets  along  fast,  and  conditions  now  look  favor- 
able for  maturing  these  crops  but  they  will  be  slightly  later  than  usual. 
The  onion  acreage  will  be  only  slightly  reduced,  but  poor  stands  in  some 
fields  not  replanted  will  reduce  the  production." 
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FARMERS  MABKET 


information  in  a  letter  of  April  2H 


3  c .     INTERESTING  REPORT  ON  LOUIS  VILLI 

T.  C. .Curry  sent  the  following 
from  the  Louisville  office:- 

"In  checking-up  on  licenses,   I  made  a  trip  to  the  Farmers  Market 
here  today,  which  brought  out  some  very  interesting  frets  for  me,  and  in 
which  I  thought  you  might  he  interested: 

"This  market  in  Louisville  is  owned  by  a  number  of  nearby  farmers 
and  truck-gardeners,  and  comprises  at  least  one  acre  of  leu  d  located  in  the 
heart  of  the  produce  district „     They  operate  under  the  name  of  'Gardeners 
and  Farmers  Market  Company. *     Stands  are  rented  only    to  growers  of  farm 
products,    Non-stock  holders  living  within  a  radius  of  J,0  miles  of  Louisville 
in  Kentucky    and  those  from  Floyd  and  Clark  counties  in  Indiana  pay  so  much 
per  day  for  their  stands,  depending  on  the  size  of  the  vehicle.    The  minimum 
charge  is  50p  and  the  maximum  $1.50.     Growers  outside  of  this  territory,  in 
addition  to  paying  a  $60-per-year  city  license,  pay  on  the  following  scale: 


10^  each 
15^  each 
25^  each 
25^  per  crate 


10- lb.  baskets 
15-lb.  baskets 
Bushel  baskets 
Berries,  etc. 

"This  city  license  is  imposed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  and  has  just  recently  been  put  into  effect.     The  idea  is  to  keep  the 
out-of-State  trucks  out  of  Louisville,   thereby  protecting  local  dealers  and 
farmers.     The  President  of  this  Company  informed  me  that  Cincinnati  had  also 
recently  put  a  penalty  of  this  kind  into  effect. 

"This  market  appears  to  be  a  huge  success  here  and'  it  seems  to  me 
that  other  cities  might  do  well  to  try  the  plan," 


He.     INSPECTIONS  IN  FLORIDA  DURING  LAST  HALF  OF  APRIL 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  a  report  from  0.  G.  Strauss,  Supervising 
Inspector  for  Florida :- 

FRUITS 

Grapefruit    Ormges    Tangerines  Mixed  Total 
Fruit  inspections  Apr.l6-30:  6  2  -  2  10 

"  "        to  Apr.    15:        332  6H6  HO         33S  1516 

11 


"  through  Apr. 30 :  Lj^g 

VEGETABLES 


6HS 


Ho 


3U0  1526 


Cab-  Car-  Cel-  pep-  Pota-  Toma- 

Beets  bage  rots  ery  Cukes  Letc .  pers  toes  Stbr.  toes  ifed .  Total 

Apr.  16-30:  "     -       _      -.     322     H         -  -  170  ~     -       -        1  U97 

to  ;;Pr.  15:    __1    _28    _S    3110           _22  J5l  lH    179     HO     30    Hi  OS' 

thru.  Apr. 30:      1      2S      S    H031*  19       22  6l  1SH    179     ^0      31  ^bOH* 

Total  fruit  pud  vegetable  inspections 'Apr .  16-30:-  507 


Year:- 
"Cnrs:- 


Season,  totals,  through  April  30? 
1931 """"    1930         1929  1928 


6130 


HS12 


blS7 


33H( 


1  car  celery  deducted  by  certificate  being  voided. 
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5c  .    RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  PAYMF1ITT '  PIT  lUSPECTIOL"  PEES 

YOUR  attention  is  again  called  to  the  following  instructions :- 
"The  certificate  is  issued  to  the  party  making  the  application, 
whether  this  party  be  shipper,.     receiver,   broker  or  carrier.     In  case  a 
broker  requests  an  inspection  in  the  name  of  a  shipper  or  receiver,  whom  he 
represents,  a  copy  of  the  telegram  or  letter  authorizing  him  to  secure  Fed- 
eral inspection  must  be  filed  with  the  office  of  inspection  as  confirmation 
of  the  application.     In  co.se  the  broker  applies  for  the  inspection  in  his 
own  name,  the  certificate  will  be  made  out  to  him  and  the  fees  for ■ inspection 
will  be  charged  to  him.     The  Inspection  Service  will  not  go  into  any  argument 
with  the  person  making  the  application  for  an  inspection  as  to  responsibility 
for  the  fees.     The  applicant  MUST ' pay  the  fees  and  make  whatever  settlement 
he  desires  with  other  financially- interested  parties." 

6 c .    HEAVY  CITRUS  I  INSPECTIONS  AT  JACKSONVILLE 

In  a  letter  of  May  h  from  Jacksonville,  Rc  H.  vonG-lahn  gave  the 
following  report  en  certifications  of  grapefruit  for  export  markets: 

"Last  week  I  completed  the  inspection  of  a  cargo  of  37  cars  of  grape- 
fruit exported  on  the  S.S.  Selilian,  which  brought  the  total  inspections 
for  the  month  of  April  in  Jacksonville  to  109  cars,  compared  with  Ul  for  the 
sane  month  last  year.    On  inquiring  of  the  Strachan  Shipping  Company,  con- 
cerning their  next  shipment  for  export,  they  advise  that  the  S.S.  Floridian 
will  leave  Jacksonville  somewhere  between  the  20th  and  the  25th  of  May  and 
they  expect  to  have  a  part  cargo  of  fruit." 

Commenting  on  this 'rodent    shipment  to  Liverpool,  an  item  in  the 
"Times-Union"  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  exports  of  Florida  grapefruit 
this  season  have  been  three  times  as  great  as  ever  before.    The  Florida 
Citrus  Exchange  alone  has  shipped  about  175  carloads  to  foreign  markets, 
Rrices  received  have  been  as  much  as,  if  not  more  than,  prices  for  similar 
fru.it  in  domestic  markets.    Export  receivers  have  also  been  prevailed  upon 
to  take  one-third  of  their  supplies  in  second-grade  fruit,  which  is  an  ex- 
ceptional experience  in  this  trade. 


7c.    ALABAMA  I1TSPECTI01T  PROSPECTS  :  ' 

In  a  letter  of  May  5,  J.  A.  Marks,   Supervising  Inspector,  advised 
that  strawberry  inspections  are  being  made  in  practically  all  shipping  sec- 
tions of  Alabama.    Until  May  U,  quality  of  the  stock  was  better  than  for 
several  years.    Heavy  fains,  however,  have  recently  caused  considerable  de- 
cay in  the  berries  and  many  leads  show  a  sandy  condition.     Originally,  Mr. 
Marks  thought  there  would  be  2,000  cars  of  potatoes  for  inspection,  but  this 
figure  is  now  doubtful.     The  inspection  work  throughout  the  State  is  widely 
scattered,  but  Mr.  Marks  expects  to  have  his  headquarters  at  Foley  during 
the  next  few  weeks* 


WATERMELON  production  this  season  in  Florida  is  expected  to  amount 
to  g, 370,000  melons,  compared  with  10,310,000  last  year.     Imperial  Valley 
of  California  has  an  estimated  crop  of  6,630,000  melons,  as  against  some 
6,070,000  during  the  1930  season. 
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Sc .    MATERIAL  LEINC  S";I~T  TO  INSPECTORS 

Under  separate  cover,  each  inspector -will  receive  a  copy  of  the 
revised  United  States  Standards  for  Fresh  Plums  and  Prunes, 

.    .  All  inspectors  in  terminal  markets  will  also  receive  a  cop-/  of  the 
revised  inspection  Circular  on  Spinach. 

Short  grade  forms  for  Fresh  Paha  (Fava)  Beans  are  also  "being  mailed 
within  the  next  few  days  to  all  inspectors. 

The  next  two  items  were  taken  from  California  Inspectors'  Notes,  May  1 :~ 

9 c .    COAST  LETTUCE  SHIPMENTS  HEAVY 

Rains  the  early  part  of  the  week  slowed  up  shipments  of  lettuce  in 
the  Salinas  district  for  one  or  two  days  hut  since  then  have  increased  rapid- 
ly and  are  now  going  strong.    At  present  17  men  are  working  out  of  the  Salin- 
as office  and  9  men  out  of  the  Watsonville  office.    The  solidity  of  the  let- 
tuce has  improved,  but  tiphurn  is  "be coning  more  prevalent  every  day. 

10c.    SACRAMENTO  LETTUCE  PRACTICALLY  FINISHED 

1he  lettuce  inspections  in  the  Sacramento  district  are  practically 
finished.     The  usual  spring  quality  has  prevailed  this  season,  with  tiphurn 
and  poor  solidity  the  principal  defects. 

The  next  three  items  are  from  California.  Inspectors'  Notes,  dated  hey  '8>!~ 

11c.     S RAFTER  POTATOES  STARTING 

Although  growers  agreed  not  to  start  potato  shipments  until  May  11, 
movement  started  early  this  week.    A  considerably  larger  crop  than  formerly 
is  expected,  due  to  the  increased  acreage  in  this  district. 

1 2c .    EOT  7JEATEER  ALONG  COAST 

Very  hot  weather  in  the  Salinas  district  today  was  reported  by 
Mr.  Eannaford.    This  is  expected  to  lower  the  quality  of  lettuce  to  such  an 
extent  that  inspections  will  be  decreased  materially. 

13C    APRIL  SH IPP ING-PO INT  INSPECTIONS  IN  CALIFORNIA 

Including       ships ide  inspections  in  San  Francisco  and  2  at  Los 
Angeles,  a  total  of  3?  53^  inspections  was  made  in  California  during  April. 
The  leading  districts  were:-  Salinas  JIB,  San  Jose-Hay  ward  603,  Santa  Ma,ria- 
Guadalupe  533,  Lcs  Angeles  kjl,  Watsonville  H37,   and  Sacramento  3I+I  inspec- 
tions. 


EARLY  POTATOES  in  eight  southern  States  are  expected  to  total  about 
15» S3l,000  bushels,  or  one-fifth  more  than  last  spring.    Florida,  with 
3,1140,000  bushels,  had  about  one-fourth  more  potatoes  than  in  1930 •  Large 
crops  are  expected  in  Louisiana,  Alabama,  South  Carolina  and  the  Sugar land 
district  of  Texas. 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  0?  SKIPP IiTG-POIITT  IITSPECTI01T  WORK 


| 

Approximate  date  of 

State 

Supervisor 

Products 

Opening 

;  Closing 

FLORIDA: 

:  0.  G-,  Strauss, 

i      P.  0.  Box  1SS,  . 

•         Orlando ,  Fla . 

.  Citrus 

j    Aug.  27 

•  May  23 

LOU  IS  IAliA : 

:  H.  S.  Moles, 
:      Hammond,  La. 

|  Strawberries 

:    Apr.  1 

:  Liay  23 

TEXAS: 

■  H.  T.  Longino, 
:      Chamber  of  Commerce, 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Vegetables 

Nov,  20 

June  1 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason, 

402  Ochoa  Bldg., 
San  Juan,  P\R, 

:  Citrus 

Apr.  1 

ITov .  1 

AT  AT5A?TA  • 

J .  A.  Marks , 
Foley  Hotel, 
Foley,  Ala. 

Vegetables 

Apr.  13 

June  15 

MISSISSIPPI : 

P.  S.  Kinsey, 

Crystal  Springs,  Miss. 

Vegetables 

Apr,  20 

July  1  J 

iuli:i*i..O-j.o  : 

A      TT7      Vita          —  -,_ 

Lr.  W.  Winfrey, 

Van  Bur en,  Ark.  : 

S  trawb  e  rr i  e  s 
Vegetables  ; 

Apr.  27 

May  10 

May  23  1 
July  1 

SOUTI-I  CAROLINA: 

G.  R.  Warren,  j 

Potatoes  : 

May  IS  : 

Hay  30/  1 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  ■ 
Charleston,  S.C.  ■ 

TSiLl]SSEE : 

W.  J.  Bertush,  : 
Humboldt,  Term.  ; 

i 

Strawberries  ■ 

May  U  : 

liay  23 

—  REPORTS  on  Maine  potatoes  can  be  obtained  from  Vernon  Palmer,  Inspector, 

at  Caribou,  Maine. 


lk c .     INSPECTORS'  TRAINING-CLASS  IN  CHICAGO 

Beginning  next  Monday,  May  IS,  and  continuing  for  about  six  weeks,  a 
class  of  eight  men  will  be  trained  in  inspection  work  in  Chicago 

Robert  B.  Emery,  a  new  Federal  appointee. 

Grover  A.  Kurtz,  a  new  Federal  appointee. 

Charles  L.  Packard,  a  cooperative  appointee  in  Penna. 

Kenneth  R.  Slamp,  a  cooperative  appointee  in  Penna,. 

L.  C.  Tate,  of  the  Minneapolis  office. 

M.  M.  Thomas,  of  the  St.  Louis  office. 

R.  C.  Hastings,  of  the  State  Seed  Commissioner's  Office,  Fargo,  N.D. 
T.  M.  Patterson,  of  the  Mississippi  Extension  Service,  at  Jackson. 
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101  CI  17 

IHG--POIHT  IITSPSC 

TIOKS  DtBIHG  APPI 

L,  1931 

: Inspections  : 

Inspections  : 

De 

c lined: 

:  .  Total 

:  Sane  Month"  : 

•  for. :'  "  ;/  : 

f  0 

t  Lack : 

Total 

Markets 

:  Inspectio 

us:        1930  : 

Carriers  1 

of 

T  ine  : 

Tees 

Atlanta. 

64 

59 

1 

0 

%  26S.4S 

paltinore 

57 

65 

0 

2 

216.00 

Birr.unghpxi 

12 

2 

0  ' 

42.50 

Boston 

303 

520 

159 

0 

1,005.07 

Buffalo 

26 

28 

5 

0 

110. 9c 

Chicago 

240; 

213 

4 

0 

372.33 

Cincinnati 

55 

60 

4 

0 

2b4 . 96 

Cleveland 

43 

36 

2 

0 

17S. 50 

Columbus 

29 

15 

0 

0 

127.44 

lallas 

22 

2 

0 

102.05 

Denver 

36 

1+2' 

1 

0 

137. CO 

Des  Moines 

14 

0 

0 

53.50 

Detroit 

89 

147 

0 

0 

354.48 

Port  Worth 

8 

IS 

0 

0 

33.OO 

Harrishurg 

4 

1 

2 

0 

25.34 

Houston 

20 

23 

0 

0 

58. 06 

Indianapolis 

4o 

1 

0 

98.00 

Jp.cksonv  ille 

109 

1+1 

10 

0 

431.50 

Kaiisr.s  City 

73  - 

6s 

26' 

3 

277.20 

Los  Angeles 

g 

9 

0 

0 

25.00 

Louisville 

6 

0 

0 

21.00 

Memphis 

1+1 

^3 

34 

0 

175.00 

Milwaukee 

134 

38 

60 

0 

450.05 

Minneapolis 

117 

27 

0 

3 

533.0s 

Newark 

77 

85 

32 

0-, 

267.50 

Hew  Haven 

59 

73 

3 

0 

301. SO 

lTev.r  Orleans 

107 

38 

13 

0 

227.00 

Hew  York 

1,087 

729 

486 

0 

3,307.73 

ITorf  oik 

9 ' 

10 

0 

0 

43.00 

Onaha 

53 

50 

36 

0 

131.20 

Philadelph  in 

254 

312 

1 

0 

712.40 

Pittsburgh 

■86- 

211 

1 

0 

393.62 

Portland 

10 

17 

0 

0 

47.00 

Providence 

29 

28 

b 

0 

113.82 

Ho  cliester 

21 

4 

0 

0 

117.72 

So.cra-iento 

0 

1 

0 

0 

.00 

St .  Louis 

169 

l6l 

105 

-> 

0 

524.23 

So.lt  Lake  City 

10 

3 

0 

0 

34.00 

San  5'rmcisco 

12 

l4 

1 

0 

44.5-2 

Seattle 

3 

3 

1 

0 

12.00 

Springfield 

22 

4g 

8 

0 

32.40 

Toledo 

IS 

15  • 

0 

0 

70.00 

Trenton 

0 

0 

0 

.00 

Tulsa 

12 

0 

0 

57 .40 

Washingt  on 

53 

46 

6 

2 

232.5c 

Wilkes-Bar  re 

26 

26 

16 

1 

82. 70 

TOTAL 

3,655 

3,  557 

1,034 

11 

£12,880.70 

The  following  inspections  were  nade  under  agreement  with  the  northern  Ohio 
Food  Terninr.l  at  Cleveland:-  Total  1,753:  350  for  Pennsylvania,  17  B.&O.,  1,169 
Hickel  Plate,  7  Erie,  42  Kroger' s,  39  Pedeml  Cold  Storage. 
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15c     MINNESOTA  ENACTS  LAW  REQUIRING  POTATO  LABELING 

A11  Act  to  regulate  the  tagging,  labeling  or  "branding,  and  sale  of 
potatoes  in  closed  packages,  enacted  "by  the  Minnesota  State  Legislature, 
will  "become  effective  September  1,  1931a     -he  Commissioner  of  Agriculture 
will  administer  the  law. 

The  law  requires  that  potatoes  grown  in  Minnesota,  when  packed  for 
carload  shipments  or  offered  for  sale  "by  persons  other  than  the  growers  or 
producers  thereof  in  carload  lots,  and  potatoes,  when  packed  for  truck-load 
shipments  or  offered  for  sale  in  Minnesota  in  truck-load  lots,  other  than 
by  the  producer,   shall  be  tagged,  labeled,  or  branded  as  follows: 

"U.S.  Uo.  1,  Minnesota  Commercial  Grade,  U.S.  No.  2,  Unclassified, 
and  Minnesota  Certified  Seed.    The  U.S.   "Sradee  shall  •conform. in  all  re- 
spects to  the  requirements  laid  down  by  the  U.SU  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Minnesota  Commercial  Grade  shall  conform  in  all  respects  to  the  U.S.  No.  1 
grade  but, in  order  to  allow  for  variations  incident  to  proper  grading  and 
handling,  a  tolerance  of  defect  of  four  per  cent,   in  weight,  additional  on 
No.  1  Grade  may  be  allowed  for  this  Grade,  but  not  to  exceed  one  per  cent 
shall  be  allowed  for  potatoes  affected  by  soft  rot.    The  Unclassified  shall 
consist  of  all  potatoes  not  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  foregoing  grades, 
and  shall  be  sold  either  as  such,  or  on  a  certificate  of  inspection  duly 
made  by  an  authorized  inspector  of  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture." 

R.  C.  BUTH3R, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 

OFFICE  NOTES: 

Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr,  Spilman  have  returned  from  Philadelphia,  where 
they  attended  the  first  public  hearing  under  the  P.A.C.  Act.    The  case  re- 
quired two  days'  time  instead  of  only  one  day,  and  it  may  be  several  weeks 
before  the  Secretary  renders  a  decision  in  the  case.    Both  sides  were  given 
the  privilege  of  filing  briefs.    Mr.  Spilman  also  spent  Thursday  in  Phila- 
delphia, investigating  other  cases  under  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

J.  Wm.  Park  has  returned  to  his  desk  in  Mr.  Pail thorp's  project p 
after  having  assisted  in  the  Farmers'  Seed  Loan  Office  for  three  months. 
He  soys  that  the  Washington  district  office  granted  drought-relief  loans 
to  farmers  in  the  amount  of  about  $8,500,000.      All  of  the  Federal  Seed 
Loan  offices  together  distributed  about  $U>4, 000, 000  to  some  350,000  farmers, 
making  the  average  loan  approximately  $130. 

Mr.  Sherman  expects  to  go  to  Baltimore  next  Monday,  May  IS,  for  a 
•  meeting  of  representatives  of  the  Tri-State  Packers' Association,  the  Penn- 
sylvania Canners  Association,  and  Baltimore  dealers  in  canned  goods,  which 
will  be  held  at  the  Lord  Baltimore  Hotel.    He  will  talk  on  the  subject: 
"Official  Grading  of  Canned  Poods  at  Shipping  Point."    Paul  M.  Williams 
will  accompany  him  on  this  trip, 

Wm.  3.  Leigh,   of  Mr.  Pailthorp's  project,  has  gone  on  10  days' 
annual  leave  to  points  in  southern  Virginia. 
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0ZFIC3  BOTES  (Continued)  : 

R*  L.  Spangler  has  returned  iron  his  standardization  investigations 
in  the  strawberry  producing  districts  of  Louisiana.    He  reports  a  very  good 
crop  of  "berries  there  this  year,  and  was  informed  that  the  Louisiana  cold- 
pack  would  probably  amount  to  6,000  -  10,000  barrels. 

A.  3.  Mercker,  who  has  been  in  the  Hastings  district  of  Florida  since 
the  opening  of  the  potato  season,  returned  to  Washington  this  week.  As 
Secretary  of  the  Interstate  Early  Potato  Committee,  he  plans  to  go  to  Charle- 
ston, S.C.,  on  Sunday  and  remain,  there  until  June  3»  after  which  he  will  be 
located  at  Washington,  U.C.,  for  about  three  weeks. 

Brice  Edwards  has  been  working  recently  at  the  offices  of  the  Regula- 
tory Branch  in  the  Earle  Bldg.,  .helping  to  devise  a  plan  for  the  licensing 
of  large  haulers  of  fruits  and  vegetables  by  motor-truck. 

Robert  Bier  left  for  iforfolk  on  Wednesday  evening.    He  spent  Thursday 
in  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  is  at  various  points  on  the  Eastern  Shore  today,  lining 
up  the  season's  shipping-point  inspection  work  in  that  territory.    He  was 
accompanied  by  J.  T.  Henley,  of  the  Richoond  office. 

Grover  A.  Kurtz,  of  Indiana,  has  been  appointed  as  an -Assistant  Mar- 
keting Specialist,  and  reports  in  Chicago  next  Monday  as  a  member  of  the 
inspectors'  training  class.    Mr.  Kurtz  attended  the  Normal  School  at  Kala- 
mazoo, Mich.,  and  later  received  the  B.S.  degree  from  Michigan  State  College. 
He  has  had  some  experience  in  teaching,  and  was  employed  for  a  while  by  the 
Olds  Motor  Works  at  Lansing, . Mich.    He  worked  during  one  summer  with  the 
B,ureau  of  Entomology  in  corn-borer  control  investigations.    Luring  recent 
years  Mr.  Kurtz  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Merchants  Despatch,  at  Roches- 
ter, 17. Y.,  as  a  perishable-freight  inspector,  and  lately  he  has  been  sta- 
tioned at  Muncie,  Ind. 

Robert  B.  Emery,  of  California,  has  also  been  appointed  as  an  Assis- 
tant Marketing  Specialist,  and  will  join  the  inspectors1  training  class  in 
Chicago  next  Monday..    He  received  his  public  school  education  at  Davis, 
Calif.,  and  attended  the  Agricultural  College  during  1$22  and  1923.  From 
I32H  to  the  present  tine,  Mr.  Emery  ha,s  been  employed  by  the  California, 
State  Department  of  Agriculture  in  various  capacities.,  as  an  horticultural 
inspector,  helping  to  enforce  the  standardization  laws,  and  as  a  shipping/ 
point  inspector.    He  has  supervised  a  number  of  important  inspection  deals 
in  California.. 

Kenneth  R.  SI amp  and  Charles  L.  Packard,  whose  appointments  as  co- 
operative employees  In  Pennsylvania  were  announced  last  week,  will  oe  mem- 
bers of  the  inspectors1   training  class  in  Chicago,  beginning  on  Monday. 

Before  actively  taking  up  his  new  duties  in         Minneapolis,  L.  C. 
Tate  will  spend  the  next  six  weeks  in  Chicago,  where  he  a.lso  will  be  a, 
member  of  the 'training  class  for  inspection  work.    Prior  to  leaving  Idaho 
Palls  a  week  ago,  Mr.  Tate  was  the  recipient  of  a  traveling-bag  from  local 
potato  dealers,  as  am  evidence  of  their  appreciation  of  his  service. 
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OFFICE  NOTES  (Continued) ; 

M.  M.  Tiionas,  of  the  St.  Louis  market-news  off icer will  go  to  Chicago 
next  Monday,   to  take  training  in  inspection  work.    P.,  S.  Keller,  who  closed 
the  Grand  Rapids  field  station  this  week,  will  substitute  temporarily  for 
Mr.  Thor.ias'  in  St.  Louis. 

B.  E.  Surry  has  closed  the  Hastings  field  station  and  has  gone  to 
Belle  Glade,  Fla.,  where  he  will  take  over  the  work  which  was  ."being  handled 
by  V.  E.  Nicholson.    Mr,  Nicholson  is  proceeding  to  Pocomoke  City,  Md.,  and 
will  open  the  news  service. at  that  point  about  May  21. 

T.  R.  Hall,  of  the  Seattle  office,  np.de  a  two-day  trip  last  Friday 
and  Saturday  to  points  in  the  lower  Yakina  Valley  of  Washington  and  to  the 
Walla  Walla  district,  making  contTcta-  with  growers  and  shippers  of  early 
vegetables  and  potatoes. 

Recent  changes  in  temporary  headquarters  of  shipping-point  inspection 
work  include  the  moving  of  G.  R.  Warren  from  the  strawberry  deal  in  North 
Carolina  to  the  potato  inspection  work  aroimd  Charleston,  S.C.    J.  A.  Marks 
now  has  headquarters  at  Foley,  Ala,,  and  should  be  addressed  at  that  point. 
H.  T.  Longino  advises  that  all  requests  for  reports  on  Texas  certificates 
should  now  be  addressed  to  him  in  care  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  San 
Antonio,    The  work  on  Mexican  tomatoes  at  llogales,  Arizona.,  has  been  com- 
pleted. 

TWO  MORS  CHANGES  should  be  made  immediately  on  all  copies  of  the 
revised  Inspectors'  Address  List,  dated  April  20s-      The  residence  telephone 
number  of  S.  H.  Fountain,  at  Vallejo,  Calif.,   should  be  lb60  instead  of 
1715-J.    D.  M.  James,  of  the  Harrisburg  office,  no  longer  resides  at  «New 
Cumberland,  Pa.,  but  his  residence  address  now  is  1808"  High  St.,.  Camp  Hill, 
Pa. 

DENVER  OFFICE  of  the  Market  News  Service  moved  last  Wednesday  to 
Rooms  22Q-231  in  the  United  States  Customs  House,  at  721  -  19th  Street. 
Please  make  note  of  this  change  on  all  copies  of  the  Market "station  Address 
List,  and  also  change  the  office  phone  number  to  Keystone  kl^l,  Ext.  3-2. 
Mr.  Morris'  residence  telephone  number  also  has  been  changed  to  Pearl  2305, 
which  change  should  be  noted  on  the  a.ddress  list. 
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la.    SECRETARY  REVOKES  LICENSE  UNDER  P.A,C„  ACT  ' 

Under  date  of  May-  7»  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  issued  his  find- 
ings of  fact,  conclusions,  and  order  in  the  case  of  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture vs.  Burton  and  Briel,  Inc.,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  licensees 
under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act.  '•- 

The  conclusions  of  the  Secretary  were  to  the  effect  that  the  respon- 
dent, acting  as  commission  merchants,  had  failed  to  account  to  a  shipper 
in  Georgia  for  $35  collected  on  behalf  of  the  shipper  as  a  railroad  claim. 

That  in  another  case  the  respondent  had  failed3  neglected  and  re- 
fused truly  -and  promptly  to  account  to  a  shipper  in  New  York  in  connection 
with  a  carload  of  Wolf  River  apples,.    That  in  another  case  the  respondent 
had  failed  and  refused  to  remit  and  pry  to  a  shipper  in  Florida  the  sum 
of  $3,510.36  as  net  proceeds  in  connection  with,  the  sale  by  the  respondent 
of  seven  carloads  of  oranges,  both  these  failures  to  pay  being  in  violation 
of  Section  2  of  the  Act. 

That  the  respondent  had  failed  and  neglected  to  keep  such  accounts, 
books,  records,  and  memoranda  respecting  the  sales  of  certain  onions  made 
for  and  on  behalf  of  certain  shippers  in  Massachusetts  as  is  required  by 
Section  9  of  this .Act. 

-That  the  violations  of  the  Act  found  to  have  occurred  in  these  cases 
were  flagrant  and  repeated  within  the. meaning  of  Section  S  of  the  Act. 

The  Secretary,  therefore  ordered  that  the  license  (No.  22$+)  issued 
to  Burton  and  Briel,   Inc.,  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities 
Act  of  193°  be  revoked,  effective  10  days  after  the  receipt  by  the  respon- 
dent of  a  copy  of  the  order  transmitted  by  registered  mail* 

2a.    A  RECENT  CASS  UNDER  TEE  PRODUCE  AGENCY  ACT 

'  In  the  United  States  District  Court,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  on  May  11, 
R.  0.  Caveness  of  the  Caveness  Produce  Co.,  formerly  in  business  in  Raleigh, 
pleaded  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  Produce  Agency  Act .    Judgment'  was 
suspended  until  fall,  in  order  to  give  the  defendant  an  opportunity  to  miti- 
gate the  sentence  by  making  settlement  with  the  complainant .    The  case  in- 
volved failure  to  account  for  7^+5  pounds  of  pecans  and  522  crates  of  canta- 
loupes.   The  total  amount  of  money  involved  was  $36l.7^» 

3a.    A  HEARING  UNDER  THE  P.A.O.  ACT 

Another  public  hearing  is  taking  place  today  at  Huntington,  W.  Va., 
under  the  P.A.C.  Act.      C.  P.  Dorr  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Sullivan  (stenographer) 
hcave  gone  from  the  Solicitor's  Office  to  handle  this  case,  which  involves 
a  complaint  by  Baker  Brothers,  of  Woodside,  Del.,  against  the  West  Virginia 
Brokerage- Company  regarding  the  sale  of  six  cars  :cf  apples. 
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MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


lb .    LOW  PRICES  FOR  MAMMA  POTATOES  -. 

W.  D.  Hull  sent  the  following  repc*  t  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  in  a  letter 
of  May  18:- 

"Since  the  opening  of  the  shipping  season  for  Alabama  potatoes,  de- 
mand has  "been  "better  than  many  of  the  operators  expected.    However,  willing- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  growers,  and.  smaller  shippers  to.,  sell  made  it  im- 
possible to  maintain  prices.    Beginning  with  Monday,  "May  11,  the  local  market 
declined  10^-15^  per  dry  on  100-pound"  sacks  of 'U,S.  lTo„  1  Bliss  Triumphs. 
The  depth  of  the  present  depression  was  reached  on  Friday,  May  15,  when 
Baldwin  County  shippers  sold  rather  freely  a.t  $1-$1 .10  per  sack  in  carlo ts 
f.o.b.  usual  terms.    Many  offers  of  JOfi  were  refused.    These  low  prices 
netted  the  growers  about  Go^-65^  per  sack. 

"As  the  crop  is  becoming  more  mature','  the  quality  of  the  stock  is 
improving,  and  some  operators  think  that  prices  will  improve  as  the  season 
advanced •    A  successful  attempt  was  made" last  Tuesday  to  limit  loadings  and 
shipments,   in  hopes  of  improving  the  prices  and  creating  a  better  demand. 
Shipments  on  Monday  were  1U9  cars  and  movement  dropped  to  62  cars  on  Tues- 
day.   However,  the  expected  price  improvement  did  not  materialize.'1 

.....  '   •  .  ..  ..' 

2b.    UITEAVORABLE  MARKET  EOR  TEXAS  01TI0ITS  * 

R.  G.  Risser  sent  the  following  report  from  Crystal  City,  Texas,  on 
May  1^:-  "  •  ;  :  ' 

"After  making  a  late  and  draggy  start,  the  movement  of  onions  from 
the  Winter  Garden  district  of  Texas  got  well  under  way  the  second  week  in 
May.    Up  to  the  14-th,  shipments  from  this  section  were  about  1,000  cars 
behind  last  year, which  was  not  an  early  season.    In  spite  of  the  reduced  crop, 
daily  loadings  at  this  time  are  almost- ad  heavy  a  s  last -'year'.    Bat '  the  Coast- 
al Bend  section  is  also  contributing  a  big  crop  -to  the- heavy  current  movement, 
which  is  a  serious  competitive  factor  not  encountered  a  year  ago. 

"The  marketing  situation  is  extremely  unfavorable,  and  Condition  of 
the  onions  has  been  affected  by  the  long  continued  dampness  which  lasted  un- 
til May  6.     The  last  rain  was  followed  by  moderate  weather,  which  retarded 
the  development  of  decay  somewhat,  but  with  the  coming  of  warmer  dry s  and 
more  intense  sunshine  the  spread  of  decay  has  been  accelerated.    The  crop  is 
being  moved  under  very  difficult  circumstances.    There  is  practically  no- -cash 
buying  and  very  little  business  is  being  done  on  wire  orders.    Most  cars  are 
being  rolled  unsold,  and  hopes  of  selling  in  transit  are  not  at  all  bright. 
Some  of  the  terminal  markets  are  already  complaining  of  the  condition  of 
the  stock  and  more  serious  complaints  may  be  "expected  within  the  next  week. 
Demand  for  onions  has  been  very  limited,  and  '  the  most  disastrous  season  on 
record'  is  probably  the  most  accurate  description  which  it  will  receive  when 
it  is  all  over."  . •■ : :.-  ?  .':->.:  -  -  " 


3b .     SPECIAL  REPORT  OH "FRUIT  PROSPECTS 

The  Division  of  Crop  and  ••Livestock  Estimates  has  published,  under 
date  of  May  20,'  an  excellent  lg-paged  mimeogrpohed  report  on  "Eruit  Pros- 
pects on.  May  I."    it  is  very  comprehensive, , and  contains  a  lot  of  valuable 
information.     Copies  can  be  had  through  Mr.  Paul  Koenig,   in  Crop  Estimates. 
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i-To*    HORTE  CAROL II7A  STRAWBERRIES'  ABOUT  PIHISHSD' 

A.  M.  McDowell  sent  the  following  report  from  Chadbourn,  IT.C,  on  May 
IS;-  He  closed. the  Chadbourn  office  on  Thursday  cud  returned  to  Atlanta  i- 

11  Aft  or  declining  Last  Monday,  auction"  prices  of  berries  advanced 
through  most  of  the  remainder  of  the  week,   the  advance  amounting  to  nearly 
$2  per  crate  at  Chadbourn  and  about  50 $  at  Wallace.    A  rain  in  the  Wallace 
section  which  lasted  nearly  all  of  last  Sunday  was  detrimental  to  the  quality 
of  the  berries,  and  prices  received  by  growers  for  Llissionarys  have  been  from 
$1  to  $2  lower  than  local  growers  have  been  receiving  for  Klondikes.  The 
usual  difference  is  from  about  50p  to  $1  per  crate 

"Size  in  both  sections  has  gradually  been  getting  smaller,  quite  a 
number  of  loads  failing  to  grade  U.S.  Kb.  1  because  of  undersized  berries. 
Soft  berries  have  also  caused  other  loads  to  fail  to  grade. 

"Due  to  the  fact  that  most, plants  did  not  set  much  late  fruit,   it  is 
expected  that  the  season  will  end  a  little  more  abruptly  than  usual.  Today 
haulings  were  rather  heavy  but  the  last  of  the  week  will  probably  see  very 
1 it  tie  fruit  left, 

"Distribution  has  been  much  as  in  previous  years,  with  about  oOfj  of 
the  carlot  shipments  going  to  the  three  cities  of  Hew  York,  Philadelphia  and 
Boston,  and  practically  all  of  the  remainder  moving  to  other  markets  in  the 
Hew  England  and  wiiddle  Atlantic  States.    Distribution  by  trucks  is  largely  to 
the  cities  nearer  by.    Truck  shipments  originate  mostly  in  the  Wallace-Rose 
Hill  district,  and  account  for  about  35$  to  s40fo  of  the  total  movement  from 
the  State." 


5b.     IMPORTANT  HEWS  OH  liAHATEE  TOMATOES 

The  following  information  was  received  in  a  letter  of  May  IS  from 
R.  M.  Peterson,  at  Bradenton,  Fla. 

"Shipments  of  Manatee  tomatoes  last  week  exceeded  all  expectations, 
when  nearly  175  errs  moved.    The  heavily  increased  haulings  the -first  of  the 
week  resulted  apparently  from  a  desire  to  market  as  much  stock  as  possible 
before  the  prices  got  too  low.  '  Many  tomatoes  were  picked- too  early  and  this 
poor  quality,  together  with  the  rapidly  increasing  shipments,  forced  the  mar- 
ket down  rapidly.    Toward  the  end  of  the  week  buying  was  almost  at  a  stand- 
still.   Some  shippers  are  quite  optimistic  and  feel  that  the  market  will  be 
much,  firmer  before  the  end  of  this  week,  but  the  growers  dare  mostly  dishearten- 
ed, and  believe  that  this  season's  crop  will  be  very  unprofitable.    The  produc- 
tion costs  have  been  unusually  heavy  because  of  the  unseasonable  weather,  but 
it  was  generally  felt  that  market  conditions  would  be  good  because  of  poor 
production  in  competing  sections,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  produce  a  good 
crop  in  spite  of  the  handicaps.    The  Manatee  tomatoes,  however,  have  been 
greatly  delayed,   even  more  so  than  was  ant icipated,  and  the  early  shipments, 
which  were  confidently  expected  to  bring  good  money,  hit  a  had  slump  in  the 
market.    The  quality  of  the  tomatoes  has  improved  greatly'  and  is  now  generally 
good  except  for  puffiness,  which  is  showing  up  in  most  fields.    The  puffiness 
is  not.  "readily  apparent  because  the  tomatoes  are  mostly  firm  and  well-shaped 
and  the  stock  presents  a  generally  good  appearance.    The  shipments  this  week; 
as  well  as  for  the  balance  of  the'  season,  will  depend  largely  upon  market 
conditions.    Unless  the  demand  increases,   shipments  may  be  lighter  than  last 
week,  but  with  a  firm  market  and  hot  weather  they  may  reach  JOO  cars. 
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"Recent  ra  ins  Mid  cool  weather 'have'.' . revived  the  Wauchula,  cucumber 
crop,  extending  the  shipping  •  season  a  week  or  no  re  longer  than  was  previous- 
ly expected.    The  novenent  last  week,  approxina'. ely  50  errs,  was  nearly  twice 
as  heavy  as  predicted.    In  fact,  hauling:  have  increased  slightly  instead  of 
decreased.    The  balance  of  the  week  should  show  somewhat  lighter  novenent, 
but  the  total  will  "be  nearly  as  heavy  as  that  of  last  week.    Sumter  County 
is  practically  through  shipping  cucumbers  "but  harvesting  has  started  around 
Gainesville  and  .Williston,  with  rather  heavy  shipments  expected  from  that 
section  this  week." 

6b.    510  GBAITDS  VALLEY  VEGETABLE  SEAS 01:  HEARIIIG  ill  EITD 

The  following  report  cane  from  C.  D.  Schoolcraft,  at  Brownsville, 
Texas.,  under  date  of  May  17:- 

" Tomatoes  are  the  major  factor  just  now  in  the  Valley  vegetable  deal 
and,  in  fact,  are  the  only  commodity  moving  in  volume,    Demand  during  the 
week  has  been  only  moderate „    Cash  buyers  were  rather  reluctant  to  buy  much 
during  the  fist  part  of  the  week.    However,  considerable  improvement  was 
noted  Saturday,  both  on  the  part  of  cash  buyers  and  in  outside  demand.  To 
date,  sizes  have  been  rather  small,  with  around  ^Cfjl  of  the  load  in  most  cars 
sizing  6X7  and  the  balance  6x6  and  larger.    Practically  no  7X7  arc.  being 
loaded;  in  fact  most  shippers  are  turning  this. .size  back  to  the  growers. 
Movement  next  week  will  likely  average  over  100  cars  a  day,  with  shipments 
tapering  off  the  last  week  in  May.    There  will  be  some  novenent  until  about 
June  10,  weather  and  markets  permitting, 

"Corn  novenent  continued  very  light,  averaging  less  than  10  errs  a 
dry,  compared  with  more  than  50  during  the  sr.no  period  a  year  ago.    A  con- 
siderable increase  in  movement  can  be  expected  next  week.    Demand  has  been 
fairly  good  for  the  fey/  cars  shipped. 

"The  spring  potato-crop  movement  lacks  only  30  cars  of  reaching  the 
1,500-car  mark.    A  month  ago,  no  one  dreamed  that  this  volume  would  move. 
In  fact,  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  most  estimates  ran  around  1,000  cars 
or  less.    There  has  been  no  f.o.b.  market  for  the  past  10  days,  practically 
everything  having  been  rolled  for  delivered  sales.    Movement  from  the  Sugar- 
land-Eagle  Lake-Wharton  section  is  now  becoming  active, 

"Movement  of  all  other  commodities  is  practically  ended.     It  will  be 
only  a  matter  of  a  few  weeks  until  this  deal  will  be  a  closed  book  and  will 
likely  go  down  into  history  as  one  of  the  poorest,  from  the  financial  stand- 
point, of  any  of  the  recent  deals  in  this  part  of  the  country." 


7b.    HOT  WHIP  DAMAGES  CALIE0R1TIA  PRUIT 

C.  J„  Hansen,  of  the  San  Francisco  office,  wired  as  follows  on 
May  20:- 

"Eot  wind,  which  blew  for  almost  2k  hours  over  fruit  sections  of 
northern  part  of  State,  May  IS,   is  reported  to  have  done  considerable  damage 
to  cherries  and  early  plums,  with  some  wind-fall  to  pears.    Cherries  now# 
arriving  on  local  market  show  much  bruising  and  scald  and  are  deteriorating 
fast,  which  will  impair  keeping-quality  for  eastern  shipment.    Too  early 
yet  to  make  any  definite  estimate  of  damage,  but  will  advise  later  if  can 
secure  information."  -  On  May  21  Mr.  Hansen 'advised  that  reports  were  con- 
tradictory and  that  no  definite  estimate  of  d.amage  could  yet  be  made. 
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ST3.    A  11EW  ARRAriGSMEaT  FOR  MARKET  REPORTS 

A  new  arrangement  for  showing  market  information  on  the  Laredo  onion 
report  has  been  adopted  "by  W.  D.  Googe.    This  appears  to  be  quite  effective, 
and  has  resulted  in  much  favorable  comment.    Sample  copies  of  the  rearranged 
reports  are  "being -mailed  to  all  market-n^ws  men  with  this  LhL.  Concerning 
the  change,  Mr.  Googe  has  written  as  follows:- 

"On  May  h,  the  daily  mimeographed  "bulletin  issued  by  this  office 
took  on  a  new  form  for  showing  the  jobbing  markets.    As  you  have  no  doubt 
heard  many  times,  the  conventional  form  of  writing  up  these  market  reports 
contains  much    valuable  information  in  detail,  but  the  style  of  running  it 
into  a  paragraph  makes  it  difficult  for  a  busy  man  to  get  a  good  picture  of 
the  situation,  even  after  he  has  read  it.    1'he  nature  of  the  onion  market 
reports  makes  it  fairly  easy  to  set  up  a  report  in  tabular  form,  as  on  the 
enclosed  copy,  which  is  obviously  much  easier  to  understand  than 

the  old  form.     It  takes  some  time  to  tabulate  the  information  in  this  manner, 
but  after  it  has  been  copied  on  a  rough  draft  sheet  it  takes  less  time  to 
get  it  on  the  stencil.     In  all,   it  seems  to  require  about  10  minutes  longer 
to  put  it  out  in  this  form  than  to  copy  it  direct  to  the  stencil  from  tele- 
grams.   Buyers  and  shippers  here  have  commented  very  favorably  upon  the 
improvement,  and  some  have  expressed  curiosity  as  to  why  no  one  had  ever 
ma.de  the  reports  in  this  manner  before." 


9b.     SWEET-CORH  CONTAINERS 

In  the  market  quotations  on  sweet  corn,  there  has  recently  been  some 
confusion  regarding  size  or  type  of  containers.    There  are  three  crates 
commonly  used  in  the  southeastern  States,  with  inside  measurements  as 
follows : 

A  -  13  3/8  x  11  x  22  —  1^-bushel  crate. 

B  -  lh  x  11  x  22  —  commonly  known  as  pepper  or  eggplant  . 

crate  and  having  a  volume  of  about 
1  3/5  bushels, 

C  -  12  x  12  x  22  —  standard  cantaloupe  crate  of  the  south- 
eastern sections,  with  a  volume  of  slightly 
less  than  1^  bushels. 

The  l-|-bushel  crate  -  "A"  above  -  is  being  adopted  quite  extensively 
in  the  southeastern  States  to  replaxe  "3."    Wherever  this  new  container 
appears  011  the  markets,  it  is  requested  that  it  be  quoted  as  a  l^-bushel 
crate  (a  code    term  for  which  will  be. added  to  the  revision  of  the  "FA" 
code  page).     It  will  be  difficult  for  market  men  to  distinguish  between  "A" 
and  "B"  and  both  may  therefore  be  quoted  as  "hf-bushel  crates." 

Crate  "C"  should  be  quoted  as  "standard  cantaloupe  crate,"  for  which 
a.  code  term  will  also  be  added. 


1  Ob .    HEAVY  CROP  OP  IMPERIAL  CAIITALOUPES 

According  to  a  recent  report  of  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock 
Estimates,  the  Imperial  Valley  this  year  expects  a  crap  of  slightly  over 
9,000,000  cra/tes  of  cantaloupes  and  .similar  melons,  which  probably  will  be 
the  largest  crop  on  record.     Last  year 1 s  harvested  production  amounted  to 
5,752,000  crates,  although  it  was  at  first  forecast  at  more  than  S, 000,000. 


_32S  .  Division  Letter,-  fcy  22,  1931  ! 

lib..    COTTOH  PAR! :  DIG  METHODS  APPLIED  TO  OHIOHS  I"  T"XAS  .-/ 

A  very  interesting  letter  regarding  the  large-scale'' farming  operations 
in  the  Corpus  Christ i  section  of  Texas  -cane-  from  W.  D.  Googe,  at  Laredo, 
under  date  of  May  17:- 

" After  weeks  of  delay,  caused  by  unfavorable  weather,  the  Texas  onion 
deal  got  under  way  last  week  and  a  large  portion  of  this  season's  crop  has 
been  marketed.    The  Raymondville  and  Laredo  sections  have  practically  finish- 
ed; the  Winter  Garden  and  Coastal  Bend  sections  have  passed  their  peaks,  and 
the  crop  of  some  3^0  cars  from  Eagle  Pass  has  began  to  move.     In  all,  it  is 
estimated  that  about  1,000  cars  remain  to  be  shipped  from  southeastern  Texas 
this  year.    The  total  movement  will  probably  not  equal  U,500  cars. 

New  low  prices  for  the  during  the  week.  Yellow 

Bermudas  in  50-pound  bags  sold  mostly  at  55^-60^  f.o.b.  cash  track  and 
around  65^  on  wire  orders.    Certified  U.S.  Ho.  1  stock  generally  brought 
5^-10^  premium  over  these  prices,  which  were  for  the  U.S.  Commercial  grade. 
Crystal  Wax  onions  ranged  90  £-$1  cash,  and  $1,10~$1.25  on  the  wire.    At  the 
lower  prices,  and  with  the  end  of  the  season  in  sight.,  trading  became  very 
active  the  latter  part  of  the  week.    Most  of  the  "buying  has  "been  in  the 
Corpus  Christi  section,  where  the  best  quality  onions  are  found  at  this  tine. 
Large  blocks  have  been  bought  by  operators,  doubtless  mostly  for  speculation, 
as  the  terminal  markets  continue  generally  very  dull. 

"The  newly-developed  section  near  Corpus  Christi  has  held  the  atten- 
tion of  shippers  during  the  past  week.    On  account  of  the  heavy  soils  and 
the  frequent  rains  which  they  have  in  that  section,  many  were  skeptical  as 
to  the  outcome  of  that  deal,    fortune  has  favored  them  this  year  with  good 
weather  for  growing  and  harvesting.    Large-scale  farming  operations,  common 
among  cotton  planters  in  that  territory,  have  been  applied  to  the  growing 
of  onions,  which  were  planted  with  seed  direct  to  the  fields  in  three-foot 
cotton  rows.     Cotton  planters  were  used  in  putting  the  seed  out;  tractors 
and  other  modern  machines  were  used  in  cultivation,  and  one  fanner  is  report- 
ed to  have  harvested,  graded,  sacked,  and  loaded  into  the  errs  a  2, 500-acre 
crop  in  four  days.    Around  ^00  laborers  were  employed. 

"With  the  cleaning  up  of  this  Coastal  Bend  section  and  that  at  Eagle 
Pass,   interest  is  developing  in  the  Farmer sv file  deal  in  Collin  County.  They 
expect  to  begin  harvesting  a  crop  of  some  ^>00  cars  around  June  5-" 

1 2b .    AH  INTEREST I HG  REPORT  PIT  'WASHIEST  PIT  CROPS 

As  a  result  of  his  recent  trip  to  eastern  Washington,  T.  R,  Hp 11 
sent  the  following  report  from  Seattle  on  May  15  2- 

"The  carlo t  movement  of  ViTrshington  asparagus  came  to  a  rather  abrupt 
termination  the  week  ending  May  10,  though  cutting  in  the  Walla  Walla  dis- 
trict and  throughout  the  lower  Yakima  Valley  was  in  full  progress.  Eastern 
markets  were  obtaining  adequate  supplies  from  within  trucking  distance;  so 
dealers  lost  interest  in  northwestern  asparagus.    However,  growers  and  ship- 
pers turned  their  attention  toward  filling  cannery  contracts  and  supplying 
the  larger  northwestern  markets, 

"The  cannery  demand  for  Washington  asparagus  is  a  development  of  un- 
usual interest.    This  is  a  field  that  has  been  looked  into  in  an  experimen- 
tal way  each  of  the  past  three  seasons.    A  national  advertising  campaign 
was  resorted  to  this  year,  in  which  the  superior  qualities  of  green  asparagus 


were  emphasized,  and  the  product  has  "been  received  with  universal  approval. 
Increased  acreage  is  "being  planned  "by  growers  for  future  seasons.    Sfhe  con- 
tract price  for  1931  delivery  is  "based  upon       per  pound  for  6- inch  green 
a-sparagus . 

"Green  peas  are  receiving  a  great  deal  of  attention  from  growers  around 
Pasco  and  also  in  the  Walla  Walla,  district.    'The  crop  in  "both  valleys  was 
looking  fine,  when  I  saw  it  last  week.    There  was  an  excellent  set  of  bio on 
and  pods  were  well  formed,  in  many  fields  starting  to  fill.    Growers  were  ex- 
pecting to  pick  about  May  20. 

"Iceberg  lettu.ee  is  also  coning  along  nicely  both  in  Pasco  and  Walla 
Walla.    Lettuce  in  sone  Pasco  fields  was  beginning  to  form  heads.    The  Walla 
Walla  lettuce  will  be  a  few  days  later.     The  first  shipment  for  the  1931 
season  rolled  from  Pasco  on  Lay  lk  and  was  billed  eastward. 

"The  ostinated  acreage  of  suixier  onions , around  Walla  Walla  is  about 
the  sane  as  last  year.    This  is  a  crop  that  is  receiving  sone  attention  fron 
Pasco  growers  also,  though  harvesting  generally  follows  after  Walla  Walla 
onions  have  been  dug.    Pasco  growers  contend  that  their  onions,  which  are 
grown  on  light  sandy  soil,  are  cleaner  and  brighter  than  the  Walla  Walla 
onions.     In  bcth  districts,  the  crop  is  looking  excellent  and  gives  promise 
of  developing  satisfactorily. 

"The  condition  of  early  f rui t s ,  sweet  cherries,  pea.rs  and  prunes,  in 
both  Yakima  and  Walla  Walla  is  extremely  spotted.    Estimates  of  1931  carload 
shipments  of  prunes  from  Walla  Walla  valley  points  range  from  S00  to  1,000, 
but  the  fruit  is  still  dropping  and  no  final  forecast s,  are  being  made.  Sweet 
cherries  were  rather  hard  hit,  except  where  smudging  was  resorted  to.  Pick- 
ing will  sta.rt  about  June  1  around  Kennewick.     Some  varieties  of  pears  also 
suffered  from  the  wind  and  frosts  of  early  May.    Strawberries  suffered  sone 
damage,  but  the  late-blooming  plants  escaped.    The  extent  of  damage  to  all 
early  fruits  still  remains  a  matter  of  opinion  among  growers.     It  Is  the 
opinion  of  many  that  faulty  pollenization  is  as  much  responsible  for  the  poor 
set  of  fruit  as  is  the  cold  frosty  weather." 

1 3b .    ADDITIOITAL  CHOP  REPORTS  PROM  UTAH 

L.  S.  Penn  sent  the  following  report  from  Salt  Lake  City  in  a  letter 
of  May  9:~ 

"Tomato  plants,  for  setting  more  than  6,000  acres  of  tomatoes  for 
cannery  purposes,  are  arriving  from  1'Tevada  and  planting  will  he  heavy  next 
week. 

"The  commercial  acreage  of  mid-season  potatoes  ' is  reported  slightly 
heavier  than  usual.    Earlier  sections  around  Plain  City  in  Weber  County  re- 
port the  plants- showing  above  ground.    A  prospective  shortage  of  late  water 
has  stimulated  the  heavy  planting  of  the  nid-seasoii  crop. 

"While  it  is  too  early  to  report  exact  condition  of  the  fru.it,  pros- 
pects point  to  the  heaviest  peach  crop  in  five  years.    Cherries  are  thinly 
set  on  the  trees  and  were  severely  damaged  by  storms;  not  more  than  one-third 
of  a  normal  crop  is  expected.    The  apple  bloom  is  light,  especially  the 
Jona/thans. 

.    "Ho  frost  damage  has  been  reported  except  in  the  Dixie  section  in 
southern  Utah,  which  produces  peaches  for  shipment  in  early  August.  They 
are  reported  to  have  not  more  than  one- third  of  a  crop." 


IUTd.    BECgjjT  IxTEWS  OH  MISSISSIPPI  CABBAGE  AI-lD  OTHER  CROPS  . 

J.  B.  Owens  wrote  as  follows  from  Crystal  Springs  in  a  letter  of 
May  1S:- 

"The  f  .0/0.  cab 'cage  market  in  Mississippi  during  the  past  week  has 
"been  very  dull.    Heavy  shipments  for  the  country  at  "large  have  had  a  very 
depressing  effect  on  both  the  demand    and  the  price.    The  lowest  price  for 
the  sep. son  was  reached  on  Thursday  -(May  lU)  when  100-pound  crates  sold  for 
60^-65^  f.o.b.  'cash-track*    Since  that  tine  the  market  has  shown  some  slight 
signs  of  recovery,  but  the  potential  supply  of  cabbage  available  for  ship- 
ment has,  for  the  time  being,  removed  all  the  speculative  features  from  the 
deal.    V/ord  was  circulated  that  the  price  today  (Monday)  would  be  S5^  crsh- 
track,  and  the  result  is  that  everybody  is  hauling'  cabbage,  and  shipments 
will  probably  be  over  100  cars  from  the  State  or  twice  as  many  as  have  been 
shipped  on  any  day  so  far  this  season. 

"Practically  all  of  the  cabbage  in  the  Crystal  Springs-Hazlehurst 
district  is  being  Government- -inspected  this  sermon  and  the  majority  of  the 
shipments  have  beeb  meeting  grade.    Most  of  the  off-grade  stock  is  loaded 
in  mixed  cars  with  beets  and  carrots.    The  heavy  cuttings  today  have  brought 
out  a  lot  of  off -grade  stock  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  over  half  ..the  ship- 
ments will  grade  U.S.  Ho.  1.    The  chief  cause  for  failing  to  meet  grade  is 
seed-stalks,  which  are  the  result  of  trying  to  hold  the  crop  too  long.  This 
will  be  the  heaviest  week,  and  next  week  should  practically  finish  the  sea- 
son, excluding  a  few  patches  of  late  cabbage  which  will  go  out  mostly  in 
mixed  cars. 

"Small  quantities  of  carrots  and  beets  have  been  moving  in  mixed  cars, 
but  so  far  only  four  straight  cars  of  beets  have  been  shipped  from  the  State 
and  no  straight  cars  of  carrots.    The  market  on  both  these  commodities  has 
been  very  dull. 

"The  weather  here  has  been  cool  and  dry,  a  combination  which  is  not 
very  satisfactory  to  either  the  bean  or  the  tomato  crop.    Beans  are  now 
moving  from  the  lower  part  of  the  State  and  it  is  expected  that  shipments 
will  start  from  this  section  the  last  of  the  week.    The  tomato  crop  is  not 
advancing  very  fast,  and  the  general  opinion  is  that  carlot  shipments  will 
not  start  before  June  5«" 


15"o.    ALABAMA  POTATO  MOVEMENT  AT  PEAK 

In  a  brief  letter  of  May  20,  W.  D.  Hull  sent  the  following  informa- 
tion from  Mobile:- 

"Weather  conditions  permitting,   shipments  of  Alabama  potatoes  are 
expected  to  reach  their  peak  this  week.    Estimates  for  the  season  vary  from 
3,000  to  3>500  cars.    Demand  continues  good,  although  prices  are  rather  un- 
satisfactory.   But  the  shippers  seem  reconciled  to  the  low  prices  and  would 
rather  keep  the  shipments  moving  than  sell  fewer  cars  at  more  money." 

l6b.    ANOTHER  SUMMARY  ISSUED 

An  additional  summary  of  a  field  deal  has  been  issued  this  week:- 
*'Marke ting  Arizona  Cantaloupes,  193O  Season,"  by  L.  C.  Tate. 
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17b.     CODE  CHANGE  OH  "GOD-GOS"  PAGE 

Effective  on  receipt  of  this  D.L.,  please  change  the  code  term 
"GODOM"  to  read  as  follows: 

GODOiVi      Local  delivery  charges  included 

This  term  will  be  used  following  the  price  quotation,  except  where 
specifically  stated  that  it  applies  to  a  group  of  quotations.     It  is  in- 
tended particularly  for  use  in  quoting  certain  commodities  on  the  Hew  York 
City  market,  and  it  is  believed  that  this  interpretation  will  be  more 
generally  understood  than  the  present  term  by  those  who  are  not  acquainted 
with  customs  of  that  market.    Mr.  Biddle  has  written  as  follows  concerning 
such  sales: 

"For  about  two  years,  the  trade  in  New  York  has  made  it  a  practice 
to  sell  some  commodities  "delivered.1     This  is  especially  true  of  onions 
and  eastern  carrots.    By  this  is  meant  that,  the  receiver  or  seller  guaran- 
tees to  deliver  the  commodity  to  the  buyer's  store,  and  to  assume  the 
charges.    The  price  quoted  is  not  the  net  price,  but  a  price  subject  to 
certain  deductions.    Occasionally  sales  of  other  commodities  are  made 
'delivered.'     This  is  true  mostly  when  the  buyer    is  able  to  force  down 
the  price  by  the  amount  of  the  delivery  charge. 

"Delivery  charges  vary  widely  and  in  most  cases  amount  to  odd  cents 
which  would  be  rather  bothersome  and  would  probably  lead  to  more  discussion 
than  the  use  of  the  term  'delivered,'  if  used  in  the  reports.    This  is  the 
reason  we  have  followed  the  custom  of  quoting  the  prices  as  reported  to 
us  in  the  market.     It  would  have  been  possible  to  simply  report  the  price 
without  any  qualifying  statement,  but  this  would  have  been  more  or  less 
misleading  and  would  have  meant  that  we  were  boosting  the  market.    On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  impossible  in  many  cases  to  deduct  the  delivery  charge, 
as  I  have  often  found  that  the  salesman  himself  did  not  know  the  exact 
charge . 11 


B.  C.  BORES, 
Specialist  in  Market  Hews. 
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[First  : 

Probably 

Station 

:List 

In 

Charge  ' 

Reports 

'Bulletin  : 

will  close 

HITTER  HAVEL,  FLA.** 

;  920 

:  H- 

P. 

Willson  j 

Citrus  ; 

Oct. 

1  : 

May  29 

DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg. 

BROWITS  VI ILS ,  TEXAS  *  * 

i.93i 

^  • 

D. 

School craft  ,j 

•  Cabbage*- 

Jan.. 

5  i 

May  S* 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

Spinach*  : 

Jan. 

5  .! 

Mar.  7* 

Beets*  '  ' 

Jan. 

5  : 

Apr.  30* 

Carrots* 

Jan. 

6  : 

May  13* 

Beans*  ; 

Mar . 

20  i 

May  14* 

Potatoes* 

Mar . 

30  : 

May  16* 

Onions* 

Apr . 

■ 

0 

May  12" 

Tomatoes 

Apr^. 

.23.  ..j 

June  6 

HAMMOND-,  LA., 

202 

R. 

L. 

Sutton  £  "• 

"StbrV""'"' 

'  Mar « 

2o 

"May"  2? 

P.O.  Bldg. 

LAREDO,  TEXAS** 

SOI 

w 

D. 

Googe  d  ; 

Onions' 

Apr. 

6 

May  23 

all 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

closed 

CRYSTAL  CITY,  TEXAS** 

S67 

R. 

G. 

Risser  -Q- 

Onions 

Apr . 

Ik 

May  23 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

— > 

BRADEET01J,  PLA.** 

S50 

R. 

Ma 

Peterson 

Vegs. . 

Apr . 

13 

Hay  29 

Pier  Bldg. 

BELLE    GLADE,  PLA.** 

937 

B. 

E. 

Surry 

Beans*  ■ 

Apr. 

20 

Glades  Hotel 

peppers* 

Apr. 

20 

Ma:y  19* 

Tomatoes 

Apr. 

■20 

May '29 

BRAWLEY,  CALIP.** 

SOS 

A 

E. 

Prugh 

Cants . 

May  6 

July  11 

Planters  Kotel  Bldg. 

CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MISS. 

S09 

J. 

B. 

Owens 

Yegs. 

;May  5 

June  6 

City  Hall 

Tomatoes 

:  June 

1 

June  27 

MOBILE,  ALA.** 

924 

w. 

D. 

Hull 

Potatoes 

■May" 

ii" """ 

"June  l"3 

Post  Office  Bldg. 

P0C0M0KE  CITY,  MD.** 

S7S 

Y. 

H. 

ITicholson 

S'tfbr.  " 

|May 

21 

Jane  13 

Potatoes 

June 

15 

Aug .  1 

Cucumbers 

;July  -6 

July  25 

..pants.  

■Aug. 

.3..... 

>.Aug.. 15  

MOHETT,  MO.** 

857 

W. 

G. 

Thompson 

"stb'rT" 

'May  20 

:  June  13 

The  following:  stations  -nroba.blv  will  ouen  on  dates  indicated: 

MT.  OLIYE,  E.G.**  " 

SI  OA 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

Potatoes 

.  June 

1 

;  June  27 

ELIZABETH  CITY,  1T.C.**  ' 

S10 

H. 

P. 

Willson 

Potatoes 

;  June 

3 

'  June  27 

The  following  stat 

ions  closed  on  dates  indicated; 

CHADBOURII,  H.C.** 

SO5 

A.  M. 

McDowell 

Stbr. 

:May 

1 

\  May  21 

Mercer  Bldg,  : 

ROCHESTER',  H.Y.** 

S37  i 

A. 

L. 

Thomas 

.  Pears 

■  Sept 

.  3 

.  ITov.  3 

310  Triangle  Bldg.  i 

H. 

s. 

Duncan 

Apples 

•  Sept 

.  3 

j  Hay  23 

;  Onions 

i  Sept 

.  3 

:  Apr.  11 

Carrots 

:Sept 

.  3 

:  Hay  23 

;  Cabbage 

:Sept 

.  3 

\  Mar.  21 

Celery 

;Sept 

.  3 

:  Jan.  10 

Peaches 

•  Sept 

.  S 

:  Oct.  4 

•  Grapes 

•  Sept 

.  23 

:  Oct.  29 

Potatoes 

:0ct. 

r 

6 

:  &a,y  23 

**  State  cooperating  *  Reports  discontinued 

R,  E.  Keller  in  St.  Louis.  W.  P.  Cox  in  San  Francisco. 

A.  M.  McDowell  in  Atlanta. 

#R.  L.  Sutton  on  leave.        <f>  W.  D.  Goose  in  Fort  Worth.     -0-  R.  G.  Risser  in 

San  Antonio  office. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc.    WHAT  IS  A  MTU  BE  PIHSAPPTSi? 

In- a  letter  of  May  15  iron  San  Juan.  Porto  Rico,  A.  S.  Mason  gave 
tlie  folloring  report  on  pineapples,  including  his  description  of  a  nature. 
fruit : 

"We  have  inspected  to  date  h,c?£  crates  of  pineapples  for  three  snail 
shippers.    We  could  have  considerable  more  pineapple  work  than  this,  "but  for 
Severn!  reasons  I  have  hesitated  to  take  it  on;    We  have  "been  very  "busy  get- 
ting the  shippers  of  grapefruit  properly  lined  up,.     This  has  been  a  real  job, 
there  being  only  one  nan  on  the  Island  when  I  arrived  who  was  packing  a  good 
U.S.  Ho.  1  pack.    Eurthernore,  there  is  a  great  question  in  ny  nind  as  to 
when  a  pineapple  is  nature •    Iron  ny  experience  in  Hew  York,  I  have  seen 
thousands  of  crates  containing  pineapples  that  would  never  ripen  properly  or 
have  a  desirable  flavor „    As  soon  as  I  got  here  I  found  the  sane  conditions 
existing,  •  and  it  was  not  until  now  that  I  have  made  up  ay  nind  as  to  just 
what  a  nature  pineapple  is.     I  will  briefly  describe  one-:-    The  bracts  at 
the  base  of  the  eyes  are  entirely  wilted,   the  she-older  of  the  pineapple ^ should 
be  well  developed,   the  color  of  an  occasional  basal  eye  should  show  a  tinge 
of  yellow,   the  eye  should  begin  to  flatten  to  an  extent  that  the  central  point 
is  about  even  with  the  marginal  shoulder,  the  gray-green  color  between  the 
eyes  should  entirely  have  disappeared,  and  the  central  part  of  the  eyes  should 
be  a  dark  chocolate-green.     Such  a  pineapple  should  show  at  least  9  3A/'J  s"Ugar 
and  a  pressure-test  of  not  more  than  2S  pounds." 

2c .    1IQTES  OH  III S SISSIPPI  IHSPECTICH  WORK 

E.  S.  Kinsey  included  the  following  notes  in  a  letter  of  May  13  fron 
Crystal  Springs,  Miss.:- 

"Inspections  have  slackened  this  week.    We  had  a  very  successful  pea 
deal.    Shippers  believe  that  our  inspection  held  up  the  price,  and  certainly 
we  got  better  quality  than  Mississippi  has  ever  shipped  before. 

"We  could  be  inspecting  two  or  three  hundred  cars  of  cabbage  a  day 
now,  if  the  price  would  allow.    But  scarcely  any  shipments  are  being  made  now 
except  on  sales,  and  we  have  had  to  drop  some  of  the  inspectors  until  things 
pickup.    Beans  will  begin  moving  next  week  and  that  will  increase  our  in- 
spections to  a  snail  extent.    We  are  going  to  inspect  5^  to  75  cars  of  pota- 
toes at  Columbia,  beginning  the  latter  part  of  next  week  or  the  fore  part 
of  the  week  following.  ./  , 

All  Mississippi  shippers  are  taking  inspection  this  year,  and  we  ex- 
pect to  have  a  lot  of  work  on  to-mat oes  during  June. 

3c .    PENNSYLVANIA  GRADING-  OE  PRODUCTS  SHOWS  INCREASE 

Pennsylvania  growers  sold  $2,500,000  worth  of  graded  and  officially- 
inspected  products  during  the  past  season,  according  to  D.  M..  Jane's,  Pennsyl- 
vania Bureau  of  Markets.    This  is  an  increase  of  approximately  $1*000,000  over 
the  estimated  value  of  graded  products  sold  during  the  previous  season.  A 
total  of  2,975  carloads  of  graded  and  Eederal-State  inspected  fruits  were 
shipped  and  1+5,000,000  pounds  of  raw  cannery  products  were  sold  on  a  graded 
basis  during  the  I93O-3I  period,  compared  with  2,276  carloads  of  fruit s  and 
13,000,000  pounds  of  cannery  products  during  the  1929-30  season. 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTER S  OE  SHIPPIi 

"G-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 

Approximate  date  of 

State 

Supervisor  : 

Products 

Opening  : 

Closing 

T  OTTTQT  A"  'A  •  > 

xi .  °  .  [AO  1  e  s , 

University  Station,  ; 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  ■ 

Vegetables 

Nov.  5  : 

June  30 

TiTHV  AC  ■  ' 

H .  T .  Longino ,  ■ 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  ] 
San  Antonio,  Texas  : 

Vegetables  ; 

Nov.  20  i 

June  1 

"D  ryo  rn  Pi  T7  T  P  O  • 
JrU.bllU  Jr.lUU: 

a.  b.  Mason, 

^02  Oclioa  Bldg., 
San  Juan,  P.R. 

Citrus  ; 

Apr.  1  j 

Nov.  1 

ALABAMA: 

J.  A.  Marks, 
Eoley  Hotel, 

"HI     "1    ,                A  "1 

.boley,  Ala. 

Vegetables 

Apr.  13  ' 

June  15 

Mississippi: 

P.  S.  Kinsey, 

Crystal  Springs,  Miss. 

Vegetables 

Apr.  20 

July  1 

ARKAIISAS : 

;  G.  W . 'Winfrey, 
j      Van  Buren,  Ark. 

'  Strawberries 
Vegetables 

!  Apr.  27 

;  4,isy  ±  w 

;  May  23 

SOUTH  CAROLINA: 

:  G.  R.  Yifarren, 

;      Chamber  of  Commerce, 

•         Charleston,  S.C. 

:  Potatoes 

j  May  IS 

:  May  30 

TENNESSEE : 

:  W.  J.  Be.rtush, 
:      Hurab  o  1  d  t ,  T  enn . 

|  Strawberries 

j  May  k 

:  June  1 

GEORGIA: 

■  0.  G.  Strauss, 
.  Macon,  Ga. 

;  Peaches 

\  June  1 

:  July  15 

REPORTS  on  Maine  potatoes  can  be  obtained  from  Vernon  Palmer,  Inspector, 

at  Caribou,  Maine. 


0,  G.  Strauss  can  be  addressed  at  Orlando,  Ha.,,  until  he  goes  to  the 
Georgia  peach  belt. 

SUPERVISORS  are  urged  to  keep  the  Washington  office  fully  informed 
regarding  necessary  changes  in  the  above  table.    The  columns'  showing  products 
inspected  and  the  dates  of  beginning  and  closing  should  fully  represent  the 
work  which  is  being  done  in  e-^ch  section. 


^*  MARKET-tiEWS  MEN  are  also  urged  to  assist  the  editor  in  keeping  the 
list  of  field  stations  (Page  332)  up  to  date  in  every  respect. 
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He.    REPORTING-  AVERAGES  Q1\T  RESTRICTED  CERTIFICATES 

The  expression  "average  for  load  has  been  noted  on  certificates 

which  were  restricted  to  the  top  layer  of  packages  or  other  accessible  por- 
tions of  the  load.    When  the  entire  contents  of  a  car  are  accessible  and 
an  unrestricted  certificate  can  be  issued,  it  -is  satisfactory  to  report  the 
average  percentage  of  decay  for  the  load.    But,  when  only  a  part  of  the  load 
is  accessible  for  inspection  and  the  certificate  is  restricted  accordingly, 
the  use  of  the  phrase  "average  for  load"  is  forbidden.    On  a  restricted  cer- 
tificate, the  proper  wording  would  be  as  shown  by  the  following  example  of 
a  statement  reporting  decay:  ''Ranging  from  2$  in  some  packages  to  Sf>  in 
others,  average  5$,»  followed  by  the  usual  statement  regarding  name  and  de- 
gree of  decay.     This  definitely  limits  the  percentage  of  decay  to  the  por- 
tion of  the  load  to  which  the  certificate  is  restricted,  and  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  state  the  percentage  of  any  condition  for  the  load  as  a  whole. 
Such  a  statement  is  misleading  and  the  practice  must  be  discontinued, 

5c .    A  CAUTION  TO  FIB  LP  MEN  A30UT  ADDRESSES  OH  ENVELOPES 

In  California  Inspectors'  Notes,  dated  hay  15,  the  following  item 
was  published  by  W.  F .  Allewelt,     It  contains  a  suggestion  which  really  ap- 
plies to  inspectors  in  all  States,  as  the  Washington  office  frequently  gets 
reports  and  copies  of  certificates,  etc.,  which  the  inspector  should  have 
nailed  to  his  State  headquarters  and  not  to  Washington.     It  would  be  well 
for  supervisors  to  call  attention  of  all  inspectors  to  this  items- 

"Occasionally  reports,  inspection  notes  and  certificates,  nailed  from 
different  branch  offices,  appear  to  go  astray  in  the  nails.    At  times  such 
material,'  which  should  have  been  sent  to  the  Sacramento  office,  has  been 
nailed  to  Washington  and  returned  from  there.     Certain  branch  offices  have 
been  guilty  of  repeated  occurrences  of  this  nature,  while  others  consistently 
maintain  a  good  record  in  this  respect, 

"In  the  first  place,  such  carelessness  results  in  the  failure  to  re- 
ceive such  material  when  it  is  needed.    Even  more  important  is  the  fact  that 
this  practice  indicates  a  carelessness  which  may  extend  to  more  important 
phases  of  the  work. 

"Particular  care  should  be  taken  in  each- off ice  to  see  that  all  mater- 
ial nailed  is  properly  addressed.    It  is  particularly  necessary  to  watch 
this  point  when  envelopes  which  are  already  addressed  are  used  for  such  mail- 
ing.   We  will  appreciate  the  cooperation  of  all  branch  offices  in  eliminating 
these  errors."  -  W.  F.  A. 


6 c .    BANKRUPTCY  NOTICE 

Messrs.  Burton  and  Briel,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  have  been  declared  in 
bankruptcy.  Any  outstanding  bills  against  this  firm  should  be  forwarded 
to  the  Washington  office  at  once. 

7c.    LARGE  VOLUME  'OF  WORK  ON  MEXICAN  PRODUCTS 

R.  H.  Bertelson  advised  from  Nogales,  Arizona,  that  the  inspection 
work  on  Mexican  products  was  about  finished  and  he  expected  to  close  the 

(continued  over) 
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office  there  on  May  20.  Below  is  a  tabulation  of  crossings  (or  arrivals) 
and  of  inspections  on  the  several  commodities  for  two  seasons* 


1950-51  r-  .■—■en   1929-50  Season 

Crossings  Inspections         Crossings  Inspections 

Tomatoes                      H,209  2,^70  '  •  5,573 

Peas                             1,355  2c9  1,992  (totals 

Peppers                           170  ^9  J$\  by 

Beans                                32  1^4-  -  products 

Lettuce....'                    (?)  3  -  not 

Eggplant                             3  1  -  '  given) 

Mixed                              196  6S  2U2 

Watermelons                        1  -  75 

Lima  "beans.                        1  -  -. 

Cucumbers   1   -   ~  

Total:                  5,96s  2,27^  S,22S  2,00U 

These  figures  indicate  a  great  increase  in  percentage  of  products 
inspected.    Por  the  season  now  closing  about  kSfo  of  the  crossings  were 
handled  by  the  inspection  service,  while  for  the  1929'-3°  season  the  figure 
was  only  2^-$.    Shipments  from  Mexico  this  year  have  been  about  as  large  as 
in  any  previous  season  except  that  of  I929-3O,  even  though  the  tariff  on 
tomatoes  was  greatly  increased. 

R.  C.  BOTES, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 


OP? ICS  ITOTBS: 

Mr.  Sherman  spent  yesterday  at  Norfolk,  Va«,  conferring  with  potato 
growers  and  shippers  in  that  territory  regarding  the  early  potato  situation. 

J.  W.  Dykes,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  has  gone  to  points  in  Hew 
Jersey  and  to  Hew  York  City,  for  the  purpose  of  making  investigations  under 
the  Produce  Agency  Act. 

Brice  Edwards  left  Washington  on  Tuesday  and  is  canvassing  various 
points  in  Virginia  and  llorth  Carolina  in  an  effort  to  learn  of  handlers  cf 
fresh  fruits  or  vegetables  who  are  yet  to  be  licensed  under  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

Robert  Bier  expects  to  go  next  Sunday  to  Marion,  Md.,  and  other  points 
in  the  Eastern  Shore  territory,   to  assist  in  getting  the  shipping-point  in- 
spection work  started  on  the  vario\is  important  products  marketed  in  that 
region.    He  may  be  absent  a  week  or  10  days. 

B.  C.  Boree  has  returned  to  his  desk  in  the  Bieber  Building,  after 
having  spent  nearly  four  weeks  at  the  offices  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission, 
assisting  in  the  marking  of  examination  papers.    H.  J.  Clay  returned  some 
days  ago  from  a  similar  but  shorter  period  of  service  at  the  Commission. 

W.  A.  Hilgeson,  ^0  had  been  assisting  in  the  St.  Louis  inspection 
office,  has  now  gone  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  he  will  substitute  for  R.  A. 
Smith  during  the  next  two  weeks,  while  Mr.  Smith  is  on  annual  leave. 
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Word  from  G.  W.  Winfrey  indicates  that  he  will  supervise  the  shipping- 
point  inspection  work  on  Missouri  strawberries,  he ginning  next  week.  This 
is  in  addition  to  his  work  in  Arkansas,   r'lich  he  is  handling  out  of  the 
Van  Bur en  office.     Inspectors  needing  information  about  inspected  cars  of 
Missouri  berries  can  communicate  with  Mr.  Winfrey  at  Van  Bra-en,  Ark. 

Grover  A.  Kurtz,  of  Muncie,  Ind«,  whose  appointment  to  the  Inspection 
Service  and  whose  joining  the  training-class  in  Chicago  was  mentioned  in 
last  week's  D.L.,  finally  decided  not  to  accept  appointment,  and  his  name 
should  be  omitted  from  all  records  or  lists  of  personnel. 

W.  W.  Anderson  has  completed  the  inspection  work  for  the  Navy  at 
Charleston,  S.C.,  and  has  now  returned  to  his  headquarters  at  Birmingham, 
Ala.    The  fleet  moved  from  Charleston  to  Newport,  R.I0 

W.  Co  Hangstafer,  of  the  New  York  staff,  will  proceed  at  once  to 
Newport,  E..I.,  where  he  will  handle  inspections  for  the  Navy  from    now  un- 
til September.    His  local  address  doubtless  will  be'. Government  Landing. 

The  list  of  field  stations  of  the  Market  Hews  Service,  on  page  332 
of  this  D.L.,  was  stenciled  before  definite  information  had  been  received 
regarding  the  closing  of  certain  offices.     It  now  develops  that  the  station 
on  strawberries  at  Hammond,  La.,  will  be  closed  today,  and  R.  L.  Sutton 
will  take  a  few  days'  leave  en  route  to  his  next  assignment  at  lit.  Olive, 
N.C.    The  field  stations  at  Laredo  and  Crystal  City  will  be  closed  this 
Saturday,  as  most  of  the  Texas  onion  crop  has  been  moved.    R.  G.  Risser 
will  go  to  the  San  Antonio  office  temporarily,  to  work  on  his  summaries, 
and  W.  D.  Googe  will  return  to  his  headquarters  in  the  Fort  Worth  office. 

Mrs*  Charles  E.  Womersley,  of  Portland,  Oregon,  -  better  known  to 
the  older  market-news  force  as  Irene  Clark  or  "Freckles,"  -  has  called  on 
office  friends  with  her  two  small  children.    Mrs.  Womersley  came  to 
Washington  as  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  of  the  Society  of  New 
England  Women,  of  which  she  is  the  Portland  secretary,  and  will  spend 
some  time  in  the  last  before  returning  home. 

W.  Gary  Thompson  has  gone  from  the  Chicago  office  of  the  Market 
lews  Service  to  Monett,  Mo.,  where  he  will  issue  reports  on  strawberries 
for  the  next  three  weeks. 

w".  E,  Harrison,  of  the  Baltimore  market-news  office,  conferred  with 
members  of  the  Washington  staff  yesterday. 

ANOTHER  CHANGE  should  be  made  on  the  revised  Inspectors'  Address 
List,  dated  April  20:-    Under  Boston,  please  add  the  residence  address  of 
M.  E.  Smith  as  57  Hawthorne  Ave.,  Auburndale,  Mass.,  phone  West  Newton 
1751-R. 


SATURDAY,  May  30,  will  be  observed  as  a  full  holiday  in  all  offices, 
it  being  Memorial  Day. 


i 
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la.    ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  HEARINGS  UNDER  P.A.C.  ACT 

Several  cases  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act  have 
reached  the  stage  for  the  holding  of  public  hearings.      Hearings  are  "being 
held  in  Richmond,  Va.,  on  May  28  on  the  complaints  filed  by  O.N.  Harsha,  of 
our  Division,  against  T.  B.  Pearman  &  Co.,  Inc.,  and  the  Richmond  Fruit  and 
Produce  Co.,  alleging  failure  to  keep  adequate  records.     On  Friday,  May  29, 
there  will  be  held  in  Richmond  another  hearing,  involving  a  complaint  made 
by  Elmer  G.  Porter,  of  Caywood,  N.Y.,  against  J.  Thomas  Burnett,  of  Richmond, 
alleging  unjustified  rejection  of  a  car  of  grapes. 

On  Friday,  June  5>  there  will  be  held  in  Boston  a  hearing  in  the  com- 
plaint filed  by  the  Agricultural  Exchange,  Pittsburgh,  against  the  B.  &  D. 
Fru.it  Company,  of  Boston.    This  complaint  alleges  rejection  without  reason- 
able cause  of  a  car  of  grapes,  PFE-  122c4. 

On  Tuesday,  June  9,  in  the  Suffolk  County  Court  House  at  Riverhead, 
Long  Island,  will  be  held  a  hearing  against  the  Long  Island  Produce  &  Ferti- 
lizer Co.,  Inc.,  and  I.  M.  Young  &  Co.,  Inc.,  both  of  Riverhead.    These  com- 
plaints were  filed  by  jpalix  Spatola,  Philadelphia,  and  allege  failure  to 
deliver  certain  cars  of  potatoes  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  contract. 

Judge  R.  L.  Dillman,  C,  P.  Dorr  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Sullivan  (stenographer), 
of  the  Solicitor's  Office, will  attend  all  of  these  hearings,  and  0.  IT.  Harsha, 
of  the  Eegulatory  Branch  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division,  will  attend  the 
Richmond  hearings. 


2a.    ARGENTINA  WILL  ACCEPT  FRUIT  IN  BARRELS  OR  BASKETS 

Some  days  ago,  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division  of  our  Bureau 
issued  an  elaborate  report  on  the  strict  regulations  by  Argentina,  in  South 
America,  regarding  the  importation  of  certain  fruits.      Hie  implication  of 
the  regulations  was  that  fruit  packed  in  barrels  or  baskets  would  not  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  that  country.     In  this  connection,  the  following  is  important: 

A  Buenos  Aires  dispatch  today  (May  27)  says:-  "As  a  result  of  negotia- 
tions of  the  United  States  Embassy,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  decreed 
that  American  apples  and  pears  may  be  imported  in  barrels  or  bushel  baskets. 
The  Provisional  Government  had  previously  decreed  that  such  fruit  must  be 
shipped  to  Argentina  in  bores.    Fruit  shipped  in  barrels  or  baskets  must  con- 
form to  all  other  sanitary  restrictions  of  the  Argentine  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural Defense." 


3a.    LARGE  MID-SEASON  TOMATO  CROPS 

Eastern  Texas  this  year  expects  a  record-breaking  crop  of  2,^-00,000 
bushels  of  tomatoes.    Mississippi  also  looks  for  a  good  crop  of  1,1+28,000 
bushels.    Total  in  five  second-early  States  is  11$  more  than  last  year. 

(Page  339) 
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lb.    OZARK  STRAWBERRIES  GREATLY  DELAYED 

W.  Gary  Thompson  wrote  as  follows  in  a  letter  of  May  2k  from  l.lonett:- 
"The  Ozark  strawberry  movement  is  having  difficulty  in  getting  under 
way.    The  first  car  was  shipped  last  year  on  May  5,  "but  the  first  car  this 
season  is  now  expected  to  "be  loaded  on  Monday,  the  25th,  at  Anderson,  hove- 
ment  has  he  en  retarded  "by  the  very  late  spring,  the  early  part  of  which  was 
also  dry.    A  '  sod-soaking'-  rain  on  the  night  of  the  ISth  was  regarded  as 
very  beneficial.    This  has  been  followed  by  several  excessively  cool  days 
and  nights.    Last  year  a  total  of  S07  cars  moved  from  the  district.  Esti- 
mates at  this  time  place  the  expected  I93I  movement  at  S00  to  1,000  cars." 

2b.    A  BRIEF  REVIEW  OE  TEE  SOUTHERN  TEXAS  OKI ON  SEASON  city 

R.  G.  Risser  sent-  the  following  report  from  Crystal/ in  a  letter  of 
May  21:- 

"The  Bermuda  onion  season  of  Texas  this  year  has  been  extraordinary 
in  more  than  one  way.'    The  lateness  of  the  movement,   the  long-continued 
rainy  weather,  the  deficiency  in  consumer  demand  in  the  terminal  markets, 
the  uncertain  carrying  quality  of  the  onions,  the  increased  use  of  sacks  as 
a  standard  container,  and  the  generally  unsatisfactory  marketing  situation 
have  been  among  the  features  which  are  notable. 

"The  season  is  now  drawing  to  a  close  for  southern  Texas  in  general 
and  for  the  main  part  of  the  Winter  Garden  section  in  particular.    The  heavy 
movement  from  Zavalla  and  Dimmit  coimties  is  considered  finished.  Shipments 
from  the  State  passed  -200  cars  daily  the  middle  of  May,  with  a  peak  of  21g 
on  May  15.    With' a  period  of  10  rainless  days,  growers  were  able  to  load  more 
onions  than  at  any  other  time  during  the  season,  and  terminal  markets  were 
oversupplied  in  consequence.    On  Saturday,  May  l6,  the  track  holdings  in  12 
leading  markets  increased  60  cars  over  the  previous  day's  figure  to  a  total 
of  2S8  cars,-  high  record  for  the  season  up  to  that  time.    On  the  following 
Monday,  the  holdings  had  increased  to  1+1 5  cars  and  continued  above  the  U00- 
car  mark  for  a  few  days. 

"Carlot  shipments  of  Texas  onions  have  been  going  into  more  than  100 
markets  of  the  United  States  and  a  few  markets  in  Canada.    Shippers  have  en- 
deavored to  use  the  smaller  cities  to  their  full  capacity  but  have  found,  in 
some  instances,  that  the  capacity  this  year  was  not  as  great  as  in  some  former 
seasons.    The  movement  of  onions  by  boat  from  Galveston  to  Hew  York  is  said 
to  be  smaller  than  in  previous  years,  amounting  to  only  a  few  hundred  cars. 

"Movement  of  Texas  onions  to  date  has  been  holding  around  1,000  cars 
short  of  last  year's  figure  during  the  first  half  of  May,  and  it  is  generally 
believed  that  the  final  total  for  the  season  will  be  much  lower  than  for  1930 
when  6,300  cars  were  shipped.    With  about  3,700  cars  shipped  and  prospects 
of  further  movement  much  reduced  by  rains  which  fell  since  the  midcle  of  May, 
it  is  not  probable  that  this  year's  output  will  approach  that  of  last  year, 
in  spite  of  the  additional  tonnage  from  the  Coastal  Bend  section.     It  is  not 
only  the  lighter  movement  but  also  the  low  price,  which  is  a  serious  blow  to  . 
all  concerned." 


KEWS  ITEMS  from  branch  offices  will  be  welcomed  by  the  D.L.  editor. 
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y°  •    SOUTHER!"  TEXAS  TOMATO  MOVEMENT  ACTIVE    '  ■ 

C.  D.  Schoolcraft 'wrote  as  follows  from  Brownsville  in  a  letter  of 
May.  2^:^  . 

."Demand  for  Rio  Grande  Valley  tomatoes  has  been  fair  all  week  and  for 
the  past  three  days  has  Deen  good.  '  Under  pressure  of  increased  Texas  shipments 
and  a  fairly  heavy- movement  from  Florida,  prices  declined  about  25^  to  a  level 
of  $1.25-$  1.^0  per  lug  of  6x7  and  larger.    Sizes  are  still  small,  with  few  cars 
running  much  over  50$  of  the  6x6  and  larger.    Quality  has  been  good^    The  peak 
day  of  the  Valley  movement  was  on  Tuesday,  with  155  cars  shipped.      his  was 
about  k0  cars  under  last  year's  peak.    Shipments  to  date  are  around  300  cars 
behind  last  year's  movement. 

"The  Yoakum  district  got  under  way  last  week  and  unofficial  reports  are 
that  around  kO  cars  a  day  were  being  shipped  the  latter  part  of  the  week. 
Sizes  in  that  district  are  running  larger  than  in  the  Valley,  with  most  cars 
6x6  and  larger.    Due  to  larger  sizes  and  a  slight  rate  advantage,  prices  in 
that  district  are  10<£~25<£  higher  than  in  the  Valley.    It  was  felt  that,  with 
better  sizes,  the  movement  from  Yoakum  would  have  an  adverse  effect  on  the 
Valley  tomato  market,  but  such  has  not  been  the  case,  so  far.  Possibly  better 
maturity  here  has  been  a  factor  in  the  Valley's  favor.  . 

"I  am  enclosing  a  clipping  which  would  indicate  that  the  far  West  and 
the  Atlantic  Coast  cannot  claim  all  honors  for  long-distance  produce  trucking. 
It  shows  tomatoes  being  hauled  from  LaFeria,  Texas,  to  Chicago,  an  air-line 
distance  which  is  slightly  greater  than  that  between  the  Mexican  and  Canadian 
borders  on  tie  Pacific  Coast  and  is  approximately  equal  to  the  distance  between 
Miami  and  ■Hartford,  Conn.,  in  the  East.    At  present,  only  small  sizes    or  off- 
grade  stock  can  be  purchased  in  the  Valley  at         per  potmd  (as  claimed  by 
this  truck  driver)  and  the  Chicago  market  is  being  quoted  at  $1.75-$ 2  per  lug 
or  about  6^-7^  per  pound.     I  am  not  aware  as  to  just  how  much  of  this  extreme- 
ly long-distance  trucking  is  being  carried  on  from  here,  but  the  truck  has 
become  a  very  great  factor  in  supplying  towms  of  Texas  and  nearby  States. !v 

Ub .    HIGHER  ONI  PIT  PRICES  AT  TEXAS  SHIPPING  POINTS 

W.  D.  G-ooge  wrote  as  follows  from  Laredo  in  a  letter  of  May  ?M  :- 
"Rainy  weather  again  delayed  the  Texas  onion  movement  last  week,  and 
shipments  dropped  to  about  U50  car's,  compared  with  1,175  the  week  before. 
Laredo  has  practically  cleaned  up  the  few  cars  remaining  on  hand  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  week,  and  the  Winter  Garden  section  also  has  about  finished.  Some 
500  or  600  cars  remain  to  be  shipped  the  coming  week,  about  equally  divided 
between  the  Eagle  Pass  and  Coastal  -^cnd  sections. 

"Prices  at  shipping  points  were  decidedly  better,  as  a  result  of  the 
•lighter  shipments.    Yellow  Bermudas  in  50-pound  sacks,  U.S.  Commercial  grade, 
advanced  from  around  65^  to  90^  f.o.b.  cash-track.    Wire-order  prices  were 
about  10^  higher.     Some  shippers  predict  that  prices  will  advance  another  25^ 
during  the  coming  week.    Considerable  off-grade  stock  has  been  moved  at  a 
wide  range  of  prices,  according  to  the  percentage  of  U.S.  Ho.  1  stock.  Termi- 
nal markets  have  shown  a  firmer  undertone,  although  prices  paid  by  jobbers 
continue  to  be  comparatively  low.    All  markets  report  many  poor-quality  onions, 
which  ore  the  result  of  the  unfavorable  growing  and  harvesting  season. " 


STRAWBERRIES  in  the  10  late  shipping  States  are  estimated  at  66,501,000 
quarts,  or  11$  more  than  last  season.    Pacific  Northwest  has  a  good  crop. 


J&3 
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5"b .    CALIFORNIA  PLUMS  AND  PEACHES  ABE  I V IUG- 

E.  R,  Bid-die  wrote  the  following  letter  fron  ITew  York  City  on  May  21:- 

"The  first  car  of  California  nixed  fruit  for  this  season  was  unloaded 
yesterday,  May  20.    This  car  contained  3^+0  crates  of  Beauty  plums,  Ux5  "bring- 
ing $10;  5x5    $3*35    and  5x6    $2.80,.  the  average  for  the  entire  lot  being 
.$3.06.    The  bo-lance  of  the  car  contained  l+SO  lugs  of  Alexander  peaches,  sell- 
.    ing  at  $1.75_$U.25,  the  average  being  $2.1+5." 

6 ^ .    ANOTHER  COLD.  SPELL  IN  EASTERN  COLORADO 

In  a  letter  of  May  23  from  Denver,     Bryce  Morris  sent  the  following 
report  on  the  low  temperatures  in  that  territory :- 

"The  past  week  has  brought  freezing  tenpercvtures  to  the  Eastern  Slope 
of  Colorado,  attended  with  heavy  snowfall,  ranging  fror.i  four  and  five  inches 
up  to  as  much  as  10  inches  at  various  points.    We  are  not  able  to  determine 
exactly  as  yet,  but  indications  are  that  the  cherry  crop  around  Loveland  and 
Longnont  was  seriously  injured.    The  Western  Slope  fared  better,  with  tenpera- 
tures scarcely  at  freezing  point,  so  that  prospects  are  still  bright  for  a 
record  production  of  peaches,  pears  and  apples  in  that  section." 

7b.    MUCH  I  MERE  ST  I  IT  GREEN  CORN  I  IT  SOUTHERIT  FLORIDA 

A  letter  of  May  21  fron  B.  E.  Surry,  at  Belle  Glade,  Florida,  tells 
of  the  green-corn  industry  in  that  section:- 

"I  heave  noted  with  interest  the  development  of  the  new  corn  industry 
around  Belle  Glade.    At  the  present  tine,  cars  of  corn  shipped  north  are  net- 
ting the  growers  around  $600.      The  complete  cost  of  preparing  a  crate  for 
shipment,  from  the  time  the  corn  is  delivered  to  the  packing-house  until  it 
is  crated,  pre-cooled,  and  loaded  on  car,   including  the  cost  of  the  crate, 
amounts  to  around  50^.    With  returns  of  around  $1.50~$2  to  the  grower,  there 
is  considerable  profit,  whereas  tomatoes  and  beans  are  hardly  paying  the  ex- 
penses of  growing  and  harvesting." 

In  a  letter  of  May  23,  Mr.  Surry  sent  the  following  additional  infor- 
mations— 

"Shipments  of  tomatoes  from  Lake  Okeechobee  section  have  been  rather 
light  during  the  pa.st  week.    The  market  generally  has  been  dull,  with  very 
slow  demand  and  trading.    With  the  strengthening  of  northern  markets,  growers 
and  shippers  attempted  to  raise  the  price  of  ^ancy  count  6's  from  a  range  of 
$1.75~$2  to  around  $2.50,  but  pra.ctica.lly  no  sales  were  made.    Buyers  refused 
to  pay  such  prices,   in  view  of  the  fact  that  total  tomato  shipments  for  the 
country  were  quite  heavy.    Shipments  of  tomatoes  from  the  Florida  East  Coast 
to  date  total  2,963  cars,  while  3,S51  cars  were  loaded  last  year  during  the 
same  period.    With  all  indications  that  the  summer  rains  are  not  far  off, 
shipments  will  probably  decrease  considerably  after  June  1. 

"Eor  the  past  few  da.ys,  Belle  Glade  has  loaded  a  majority  of  green 
beans  shipped  from  Florida,  as  well  as  practically  all  of  the  green  corn. 
The  movement  of  Lima  beans  has  begun  to  increase.    Growers  have  received 
greater  returns  from  corn  than  for  any  other  vegetable  now  being  marketed."  j 


POTATOES  in  six  second-early  States  are  forecast  at  22, 3&U,000  bushels 
oh  increase  of  16$  over  their  I93O  commercial  production. 
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8b .    IMPERIAL  CANTALOUPES  REACH  FIRST  PEAK  OP  SHIPMENTS 

A.  E.  Prugh  wrote  in  part  as  follows  from  Brawley  in  a  letter  dated 
Hay  19;  it  was  a  little  too  late  foe  last  week's  D.L. 
•  "The  Imperial  Valley  cantaloupe  market  continued ■to  decline  -until 

$1.75  f.o.b.  cash-track  per  standard  k 5  was  reached  on  Sunday,  May  17.  At 
this  figure,  shippers  made  a  determined  effort  to  stabilize  the  market  on 
the  ISth.    The  price  held  with  a  moderate  demand  at  $1.755  although  buyers 
tried  all  day  to  buy  for  $1.60-$1.65.     (Editor's  note:-  A  price  of  $1.10- 
$1.15  was  reached  on  May  2~[) 

"Vines,  continue  healthy  and  are  now  yielding  fairly  heavy,  and  the 
early  -peak  day  may  reach  35O,  with  some  predicting  UC€  cars, sometime  between 
May  23  and  27.     (Editor's  note:-  A  peak  of  3S0  cars  was  reported-  on  May  25.) 
Last  night  a  cool  northeast  wind  blew  and  retarded  ripening  some what.  Sizes 
are  running  rather  large  and  some  jumbo  27 »s  will  be  packed  this  week. 

"Flavor  is  generally • good  and  a  few  hot  days  back  ^ast  may  cause  a 
better -demand,  but-  so  far  only  light  shipments  have  arrived,  with  markets 
weaker  every  day.    Pittsburgh  weakened  on  the  19th,  with  only  two  cars  on 
track  and  a  temperature  at  g  A.M.  of  about  70° . 

"The  cost  of  freight  and  refrigeration  per  standard^ 5  crate  is  $1.32 
to  Chicago;  $1.57  to  New  York;  J>8<fi  to  Los  Angeles;  56^  to  San  Francisco,  and 
$1.10  to  Seattle.  Running  time  is  arrival  7th  day  in  Chicago  and  9th  day  in 
New  York  City. 

"Shipments  of  'choice'  or  ripes  commenced  to  increa.se  Saturday,  with 
35  cars  billed  to  points  west  of  Denver  and  a  heavy  truck  movement  to  Los 
Angeles.      Los  Angeles  received  5,300  crates  by  truck  on  the  ISth  and  the 
market  broke  to  a  range  of  $2-$2.25  for  standard  U5's.     On  that  date,  the 

choice'  price,  f.o.b.,  dropped  to  a  level  with  'fancy'  or  those  for  eastern 
shipment.    An  occasional  car  of  'hard  ripes'  for  shipment  to  the  Northwest 
sold  at  15^-25^  premium.    Some  shippers  load  'hard'  ripes'  next  the  bunkers 
for  eastern  shipment.    The  'hard  ripe'  is  almost  a  full-slip  melon,  perhaps 
picked  a  day  ahead. 

"A  few  Honey  Balls  have  been  shipped  during  the  past  10  days,  about  a 
dozen  crates  loaded  to  the  car  in  such  shipments.    The  first  car  of  Honey 
Dews  was  shipped  by  express  to  New  York  on  May  13  and  a  freight  car  went  to 
Chicago  on  the  15th. 

"We  have  just  issued  a  cantaloupe  and  watermelon  shippers'  telephone- 
directory,  with  a  total  of  76  firms  listed. 

"The  first  truckload  of  watermelons.-  Klondikes, -  went  to  Los  Angeles 
on  May  15  nlld  sold  in  small  lots  at6^v-6#  per  pound.    The  first  carload  of 
watermelons  went  out  the  17th  to  SaCramento  and  was  reported  sold  at  $75 
f.o.b.  per  ton.    The  second  car  was  billed  to  Los  Angeles  on  the  ISth. 

"The  carrot  market  continues  dull.  Imperial  Valley  shipments  were 
down  to  S  cars  yesterday,  mostly  from  near  Holtville.  If  the  market  were 
better,  many  more  carrots  could  be  shipped.  Movement  is  expected  to  last 
through  May,  as  compared  with  193O  when  the  last  car  was  shipped  from  the 
Valley  on  April  2S. 

"The  tomato  market  is  still  weak.     -wo  or  three  cars  a  day  have  been 
moving,  with  many  going  out  by  truck.    Los  Angeles  received  19,^7^  packages 
on  May  11  by  truck  from  Imperial  and  Coachella  valleys,  and  11,U00  on  the  19th, 
The^Los  Angeles  market  today  was  $1.25-$1.35  «m  Imperial  lugs  5x5  and  5x6; 
$1-4,1.15  on  6x6,  and  75^~90#  on  6x7' s.     Trucks  have  been  moving  Imperial 
tomatoes  as  far  as  salt  Lake  City,-  an  occasional  one  stopping  at  Las  Vegas, 
the  Boulder  Dam  headquarters,  for  partial  unloading.    Texas  tdmatoes  have 
been  reaching  Seattle  in  competition." 
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9b.    LSTTUCS  SEASOF  OPENIHG-  III  PACIFIC  HQRTHWES'T  ' 

T.  R.  Hall  sent,  the  following  report  from  Seattle  under  date  of  May  22:- 

"  Iceberg  lettuce  is  claiming  the -attention  of  Puget  Sound  shippers, 
and  ' indications'  point  to  general  activity  in  the  packing-houses  of  the  Auburn- 
Sumner  district  beginning  about  May  25.    Although  the  first  carlot  of  the  1931 
season  moved  fr oh  Pasco,  practically  all  fields  in  that  district • are  showing 
t'ipburn,  and  prospects  are  not  bright  for  a  satisfactory  movement  out  of 
eastern  Washington.    Puget  Sound  growers  ha.ve  been  favored  with  cool  nights 
and  considerable  cloudy  weather,  with  the  result  that  quality  of  their  lettuce 
has  improved.    The  early  cuttings  will  run  heavily  to  5-dozen  sizes. 

"She  lettuce  season  in  western  Washington  was  started  with  the  forward- 
ing of'  one  car  from  Sumner  on  May  20>  four  days  earlier  than  the  season  opened 
last  year.    This  car  was  billed  to  Minneapolis,    practically  no  cash  buyers 
have  reached  the  northwest  lettuce  districts,  and  various  rumors  are  circulated 
about  the  probable  extMtfSf ^lils-i^buyer's^  this  season.    The  f.o.b.  usual-terns 
market  is  around  $1.90-$ 2  per  crate  of  stock  grading  S0$~S5$  U.S.  Ho.  1.  The 
few  cars  moving  from  Pasco  are  quoted  at  $1.50-$1.60  for  4-5  dozens  and  $1.25 
for  6's,  f.o.b.  usual  terms. 

"The  deplorable  ending  of  the  potato  season  in  the  Yakima  Valley  is 
something  that  seems  to  refuse  to  pass  from  the  minds  of  growers  and  shippers, 
as  long  as  there  are  stocks  still  on  the  farms.    Active  sorting  ocntinu.es  in 
some  districts,  and  buyers  take  the  best  Washington  Combination  grade  potatoes 
at  $10,  sacked  per  ton.    However,  shrinkage  is  very  heavy  and  farm  holdings 
are  diminshing.  S(- 

"The  supplies  of  potatoes  that  have  been  placed  in  cold  storage  for 
June  and  July  trading  remain  a  subject  of  considerable  speculation  among  the 
trade.    However,  there  probably  are  not  over  25O  cars  in  Yakima  Valley  stor- 
ages and  less  than  100  in  the  Coast  houses.     If  this  information  is  anywhere 
near  accurate,  holdings  are  relatively  light.    But  new  potatoes  will  be  avail-; 
able  around  Kennewick  by  June  15  or  20;  so  a  potato  shortage  is  not  impending. 

"Among  the  other  items  that  are  receiving  attention  in  the  Horthwest 
are  strawberries,  green  peas,  and  cauliflower.      Strawberry  harvest  in  western 
Washington  will  probably  be  in  full  swing  around  Memorial  Day.    The  quality 
of  this  crop  promises  to  be  good.    &  few  local  green  peas  will  be  on  the  market 
within  a  week,  and  the  carlot  movement  will  start  early  in  June.    Some  local 
cauliflower  is  now  reaching  the  market,  but  this  crop  will  not  be  of  much  im- 
portance for  several  weeks.    Most  Puget  Sound  cauliflower  is  consumed  locally 
or  used  in  mixed-car  shipments  to  nearby  markets." 

10b.    ALABAMA  POTATO  M0V5M3NT  HSARIHG  AIT  BHD 

The  following  report  on  Alabama  potatoes  came  from  W.  D.  Hull,  at 
Mobile,  under  date  of  May  25 t- 

"Heavy  rains  last  Wednesday,  M?y  20,  caused  a  break  in  the  heavy  move- 
ment of  Baldwin  County  potatoes,  which  proved  to  be  of  some  benefit  to  the 
local  market.    Shipments  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  decreased  to  less  than  100 
cars,  and  the  market  assumed  a  firmer  tone  as  the  result  of  a  very  gooc. 
demand. 

"When  digging  was  resumed  on  Friday,  movement  was  much  heavier,  but  | 
shippers  reportedthat  they  had  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  all  their  loading 
at  $141.10  per  100-pound  sack  of  U.S.  Ho.  1  Bliss  Triumphs. 
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"Harvesting  -will  commence  this  week  on  the  western  side  of  Mobile  Bay, 
in  the  section  around  Grand  Bay  and' Theodore..    Acreage  over  there  is  much 
smaller  than  in  Baldwin  County,   so  that  movement  from  Alabama  this  week  will 
about  equal  that  of  the 'week  just  past.    With  shipments  of  approximately  360 
cars  last  week  and  2,200  to  date  this  season,   shippers  feel  that  the  crop  is 
nearly  two-thirds  moved." 


lib.    HEAVY' MOVEMENT  OP  MISSISSIPPI  CAB3AGS 


Crystal  Springs,  Miss.,  gives 


\yv  '  A  letter  of  May  25  from  J.  B.  Owens,  at 
the  following  report    en.  vegetable  crops':-  ' 

"Shipments  of  cabbage  from  Mississippi  reached  their  peak  on  May  21, 
with  125  cars  forwarded  on  that  date.    'This'  is :  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the 
largest,   single  day '  s  movement  of  cabbage  the  State  has  ever  had.    This  sharp 
increase  in  shipments  was  due  to  two  factors,  namely:  a  falling  market  and  the 
rapid  deterioration  of  the  quality  of  the  stock  in  the  fields.    On  Monday,  May 
18,  the  f.o.b.  cash-track  price  of  g0#-g5#  per  100-pound  crate  caused  heavy 
loadings  throughout  the  district,  which  in  turn  brought  about  a  decline  in 
prices.    Beginning  Tuesday  morning  and  lasting  until  noon  Wednesday,  approxi- 
mately five  inches  of  rain  fell  throughout  this  section,'  stopping  all  loading 
for  the  time  being,    ^his  intermission  gave  the  shippers  time  to  clean  up  all 
of  their  rollers  from  Monday,  but  nevertheless  the  market  continued  to  decline. 
By  tnis  time  the  growers/were  beginning  to  get  alarmed  about  the  effect  this 
heavy  rain' would  have  . on  their  cabbage,   some  of  it  full  mature  and  many  heads 
developing  seed^ stalks.    Therefore,  on  Thursday  an  extra  effort  was  made  to 
get  as  much  of  it  off  as. possible  at  the  prevailing  prices.    Most  of  this  and 
the  next  day's  shipments  were  rolled  unsold.    The  demand  has  been  slow  through- 
out the  entire  deal  and  there  is  very  little  indication  that  it  will  improve 
to  any  extent  in  the  near  future.    This  week  will  finish  the  bulk  of  the  move- 
ment, but  there  will  be  a  few  cars  out  daily  until  tomatoes  start  moving. 

o    "Tlle  first  straight  car  of  snap  beans  was  shipped  from  Mississippi  on 
May  20.    Quality  of  the'  stock  is  very  good,  but  the  crop  is  late  and  the  move- 
ment will  be  rather  light  for  the  remainder  of  the  week.    Prices  for  the  first 
shipments  iru  mixed  cars  were  very  good,  considering  prices  being  paid  elsewhere, 
the  best  green  beans  selling  as  high  as  $1.50  per  hamper,  f.o.b.  usual  terms, 
lhere  are  several  varieties  grown  in  this  district,  the  Giant  Stringless  being 
the  most  generally  used.     The  Bountiful  variety  is  planted  to  a  greater  extent 
tnis  year  than  ever  before,:  while  the  Black  Valentine  seems  to  be  losing  its 
popularity. 

"The  consensus  of  opinion  still  puts  June  5  as  the  approximate  date  for 
the  beginning  of  the  tomato  season,  but  it  will  be  June  10  before  this  crop 
will  move  im  any  quantity.    The  r event  rains  have  been  very  beneficial  and  the 
crop  is  responding  nicely." 


12b .    ADDITION  TO  "G0D-G0S"  PAGE  OP  CODE 

Effective  June  5,  please  "add  the  following  to  the  "G0D-GGS"  page  of  code, 

G0Q,  -  Shippers  quoting  for      (day)        »s  loading, 
weather  permitting. 
Thus,   "GOQJJX"  would  mean  "Shippers  quoting  for  Thursday's  loading,--" 
This^  should  ordinarily  be  used  only  when  there  are  not  sufficient  sales  to 
establish  market  quotations  for  the  current  day.     It  lias  been  suggested  by 
R.  G.  B-isser,  after  his  experience  during  the  Texas  onion  season,  just  closing. 

B.  C.  B0EEE,  Spec,  in  Mkt.  Hews, 
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Mail 

First 

Probably 

Station 

List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

Bulletin 

will  close 

BROTOSVILLE,  TEXAS** 

'931 

7) 

Go  oge 

Cahbage* 

Jan .  5  ■ 

May  8* 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

Spinach* 

Jan.  5  : 

Mar.  7* 

Beets* 

J?n.  3  • 

Apr .  30* 

Carrots* 

Jan.  6  • 

May  13* 

Beans* 

:  Mar.  20  : 

May  lU* 

Potatoes* 

:  Mar,  30  ■ 

May  l6* 

Onions* 

:  Apr,  6 

May  12* 

Tomatoes 

:  Apr,  23  ■ 

June  5 

LAREDO,  TEXAS** 

SOI 

R. 

G- 

Ri  ^^ei*.  • 

Onions 

•  Apr,  6 

June  3  f 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

BRADEiTTOH,  FLA.** 

S30 

R. 

M. 

Pet  er son 

Vegs .. 

:  Apr.  13 

June  5 

Pier  Bldg. 

BRAWLEY,  CALIF.**, 

SOS 

A. 

E. 

Prugh 

Cant  s . 

■  May  6 

July  11 

Planters  Hotel  Bldg. 

June  6 

CRYSTAL  SPRIITGS,  MISS. 

809 

J. 

B. 

Owens 

Vegs . 

:  May  5 

City  Hall 

Tomatoes 

\  June  S 

July  3 

MOBILE.  ALA.** 

92!+ 

W. 

D. 

Hull 

Pot at  oes 

:  May  11 

June  S' 

Post  Office  Bldg. 

P0C0M0KE  CITY,  MD.** 

87S 

V. 

H. 

Hicholson 

Stbr. 

•  May  21 

Ju-iie  13 

Peninsula  Bldg. 

Potatoes 

•  June  13 

i  Aug.  1 

Cucumber s 

*  t  -1  r 

•  Ju.ly  0 

\  July  25 

Cants . 

:  Aug.  3 

M0IB3TT,  MO.** 

357 

w. 

G. 

Thompson 

"  SthrV 

r'Majr'Sb"" 

:  June  13 

MT.  OLIVE,  1.0.** 

S10A 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

Potatoes 

■  June  1 

■  June  27 

ELIZABETH  CITY,  H.C.** 

610 

H. 

F. 

Will son 

Potatoes 

'■  June  3 

■  June  27 

The  following 

stat 

ions 

oroDaoly  will  OToen  on 'date 

indicated 

JACKS  OWILLE ,  TEXAS  *  * 

311 

w. 

D. 

Go  oge 

Tomatoes 

;  June  £ 

July  3 

LEES BURG,  FLA.** 

912 

R. 

M. 

Peterson 

W-melons 

I  June  S 

June  27 

MACOH,  GA.** 

833 

R. 

E. 

Keller 

Peache  s 

:   June  8 

Aug.  1 

The  folio1 

i?ing  stations  closed  on  d, 

ites  indica 

ted: 

WIHTER  EAVEI,  FLA.** 

920 

:  H, 

F. 

Will  son  ; 

Citrus 

:   Oct.  1 

.  May  23 

DeYifitt-Taylor  Bldg. 

i   Mar.  26 

EAMMOI©  LA. 

802 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

Sthr. 

i  May  23 

P.  O.'sidg. 

CRYSTAL  CITY,  TEXAS** 

867 

R. 

G. 

Risser  : 

Onions 

:  Apr.  14 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

:  May  IS 

BELLE  GLADE,  FLA.** 

937 

B. 

E. 

Surry  j 

Beans 

!  Apr.  20 

Glades  Hotel 

Peppers 

:  Apr.  20 

.  May  18 

Tomrtoes 

:  Am".  20 

:  Urv  29.. 

**  State  cooperating.  *  Reports  discontinued. 


W.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco.  A.  M,  McDowell  in  St.  Louis. 

R.  E.  Keller  en  route  to  Macon.      C.  D.  Schoolcraft  assigned  permanently 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Kansas  City.  to  Detroit  office. 


FIELD  ME  IT  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 
in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  da,te. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc.    UNPAID  BILLS 

A  list  of  fims  that  are  indebted  to  the  Inspection  S.ervice  is  being 
nailed  under  separate  cover  to  each  office.    The  accounts  are  long  past  due, 
and  instructions  are  being  issued  to , make  no  further  inspections  for  these 
firms  until  they  have  net  their  •obligations.    The  list  is  confidential . 

Through  the  Division  Letter,  the  field  offices  will  be  kept  advised 
of  fims  who  have  paid  their  bills  and  firns  whose  names  should  be  added  to 
the  list.    The  inspector  in  charge  of  each  office  will  be  held  responsible 
for  keeping  this  list  up  to  date.  .  Bills,  which  cannot  be  collected  after  fol- 
lowing the  usual  procedure  as  outlined  in  the  Inspection  Handbook  should  be 
forwarded  promptly  .to  Washington. 

2c .    COMPULSORY  INSPECTION  LAW  POR  COLORADO 

In  a  letter  of  May  21  fron  the  Denver  office,  B.  P.  McKune,  Supervising 
Inspector,  advised  us  that  the  Governor  of  the  State  signed  the  compulsory 
inspection  law  on  May  IS.    Mr.  McKune  comments  as 'follows:-  "This  bill  makes 
inspection  compulsory  on  all  our  major  commodities,  which  ncans  that  there 
will  be  considerably  more  work  in  some  of  the  districts,  especially  the 
Arkansas  "^alley  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Denver." 

It  is  understood  that  the  new  law  becomes  effective  90  days  after  sign- 
ing by  the  Governor. 

3c  .    MISSOURI  STRAWBEI-RISS  BE I KG  INSPECTED 

G.  W.  Winfrey,  in  a  letter. of  May  25,  reported  that  he  had  moved  his 
field  headquarters  to  Monett,  Mo.,  for  the  period  of  the  berry  season  in  that 
State.    He  includes  the  following  crop  comments :- 

"Berries  are  very  late  already  and  will  not  move  in  any  quantity  until 
the  end  of  this  week.    Applications  are  on  hand  for  inspection  of  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  crop.    A  few  other  associations  may  yet  come  in.      A  report  from 
Oklahoma  says  that  potatoes  will  start  in  the  Muskogee  district  about  June  15. 
The  potato-  crop  down  in -the  Red  River  Valley  will  be  somewhat  earlier." 

U c  .    ENCLOSURES  POP  INSPECTORS 

With  this  D.L.,   each  inspector  should  receive  copies  of  the  new  grades 
for  Raspberries  and  the  revised  grades  for  Northern-Grown  Onions,  as  issued 
by  Mr.  Pailthorp's  proj.ee t. 

5c .    SIZE  OP  POTATO  SACKS  IE  GENERAL  USE 

W.  C.  Lynn,  of  the' Trenton,  N.J.,  office  has  compiled  and  published 
a  7-paged  mimeographec,  circular  on  the  subject:  "Size  of  Potato  Sacks  in 
General  Use."     Individual  reports  are ' presented  for  about  20  States. and  two 
reports  for  Canada.    An  outline  map  of  the  United  States  shows  graphically 
the  prevailing  type  or  size  of  container  in  each  part  of  the  country.  The 
report  is  of  interest  and  value,  and  copies  can  be  had  from  Trenton  office, 
Room  606  Pirst  Mechanics  Bank  Bldg. 
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INSPECTIONS  FOR  THE  NAVY  AND  MARINE  CORPS  DURING-  APRIL,  1951 


N  -  NAVY 

M  —  I '  AT?  T  TTFT, 
CORPS 

Vegetables 

J;  i  U- J-  1*  t>  dli.U- 

Vegetables 

PP.  TP P^PP  ' 

TOT  AT, 

Quantity 

INSPECTED 

"Cuts"  made 
to  comply 
with,  speci- 
"fippLtiotis 

J-.    A-  O  CO  \J   -1—  ■  .  '  J — -  -  -  • 

Items 
Billed 
Short- 
We  i  ght 

Stations 

N  M 

N  M 

N  M 

N  M 

N  M 

GREAT  LAKES  • 

100302      .  i 
0  : 

1U0  i 
0  : 

100^+2  ■: 
0 

0  .  ■ 
0  ■ 

0 

0 

NEW  YORK  : 

1370S3  : 

60266  ; 

11287  : 
2S13  i 

1U8370  : 
63079 

653           .  : 
6  : 

D   .     .  M 

0 

Norfolk 

561&19 

0 

8360  i 
0  : 

570009 

0 

0  : 
0  : 

0 

0 

PHILADELPHIA. 

29H96S 
19213 

U95U  j 
r            170  : 

299922 

193S3 

625  : 
19  : 

0 

0 

SAN  DIEGO 

(Report  not  received)  ,; 

SAN  FRANCISCO  56  SI  50 

56000 

•60300 

0 

b  284- 50 

56000' 

U 

:  0 

0 

u 

0 

SAN  PEDRO 

395376 

0 

S65U 

0 

U0U03O 

0 

i  73 

:  0 

0 

0 

VALLSJO 

(Report  not  received) 

WASHINGTON 

1975        :  50 

0  i  0 

2025 
:  0 

0 

:  0 

:  0 

;  0 

TOTAL 

2059503  i937^5 

135^79  !  2983 

:  21532^8 

13SU62 

:i351 

19 

:  0 

■  0 

INSPECT  TONS  MADE  POR  II.  S.  SHIPPING  BOARD 

NEW  YORK 
NORPOLK 

:      7^59       :  0 
7^13       :•  170U 

:           7li-39      !  0 
9117      :  .  0 

:  0 
:  0 

TOTAL 

11+872  170U 

16R76      :  0 

:  0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  POR  THE  U.S.  VETERANS'  HOSPITAL 

CHICAGO 
GREAT  LAKES 
MILWAUKEE 
NEW  YORK 
PHILADELPHIA 
ST.  LOUIS 

39535 
:  US967 
!  13615 
:  168S97 

35772 
;  26767 

13370 

i  2350 
•  1510 
:        96  90' 
i  6575 
:  0 

52905      ;  0 
:         51317      :  0 
:         15125     •            0  . 
■       17S5S7     i  0 
:        U23U7      :  0 
:         26767      :  0 

:  0 
:  0 

:.  0 
:  0 
:  0 
:  0 

TOTAL            '  333553 

53^95 

:        3670^8  0:0 

United  States  Lines   2^+3277 

Huns  on  S..S.  Line  . . . .  

Dollar  Line   2^+75 

American  Prance  Line...  '  20793 

American  Diamond  Line   19138 

American  Brazil  Line  •      _  5271 


The  Hew  York  office  also  inspected  the  following:    Fruits    Vegetables  Rejections 

5572 
118 

579 
302 

113 

0 


36335s 


3637 

12018 
IO636 
U2S0 
U6S6 
121 


9605LL 


668U 


The  San  Pedro  office  also  inspected  the  following  for  the  Navy:-  331°  ^os-  bread; 
1276  lbs.  butter;  i+25  lbs.  cheese. 
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State 

MW-i.  i,       AWJ^i.i,  ^|UJU-l  J-XJXLkJ       IWJ.'        K_  I.LJ.J,  X  U-J-'JV 

Supervisor 

Products 

Opening 

Closing 

LOUISIANA: 

H  •  S .  Mo  1  e  s , 

University.  Station, 
Bato  n  Rouge,  La. 

■  Vegetables 

Nov .  5 

June  30 

TEXAS: 

H»  T-.  Longino , 

Chamber  of  Commerce, 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

;  Vegetables 

:  Nov.  20 

June  5 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S,  Mason, 

H02  Ochoa  Bldg. , 
San  Juan,  P,R. 

Citrus 

Apr.  1 

;  Nov.  1 

ALABAMA: 

J.  A'.  Marks 
Foley  Hotel, 
"Pol  pv  a 

Vegetable  s 

'  Apr .  13 

'  June  15 

MISSISSIPPI; 

F.  S.  Kinsey, 

Crystal  Springs,  Miss. 

Vegetables 

Apr.  20 

July  1 

ARKANSAS  AMD 

G.  IF    Wi  nfrpv 

A'or .  27 

June  1 3 

MISSOURI : 

First  Hat]     Bank  Bld^" 
Mnnpff  Tin 

Vp^pt.T'bl  ac 

V  ^       W  U  Oi/ 1-*  -1.  ^  *J 

May  10 

July  l' 

SOUTH  CAROLINA:  : 

G-.  R.  Warren, 

Chamber  of  Commerce, 

Charleston,  S.  C.  J 

Potatoes 

May  lg 

June  3 

TENNESSEE :  : 

W.  J.  Bertush,  : 

Strawberries . 

May  1+ 

June  6 

Humboldt,  Tenn.  : 

Vegetables  : 

June  1 

July  15 

GEORGIA :  • 

0.  G.  Strauss,  ■ 
!+13  Eirst  Natl.  Bank,  \ 
Macon,  G-a.  : 

Peaches  ■ 

May  25 

July  15 

Reports  on  Maine  potatoes  can  be  obtained  from  Vernon  Palmer,  Inspector, 
at  Caribou,  Maine. 

Reports  on  southern  Indiana  strawberries  can  be  had  from  J.  E.  Dicker son, 
at  Indianapolis  office. 


6 c .     INSPECTIONS  IN  ELORIPA  PUR IHG  FIRST  HALF  0E  MAY 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  a  report  from  0.  G.  Strauss  for  Florida:- 

FRUITS:    .  . 

Grapefruit    Oranges    Tangerines    Mixed  Total 
Fruit  inspections  May  1-1 5:  11  19  _  2  32 

to  Apr.  30 :         U^g  64 g  _U0  ^+0  1^26 


"  through  May  15:        503  667  hO  3^2  155g 

VEGETABLES : 

Cab-  Car-  Cel-  Pep-  Pota-  Toma- 

Beets  bage  rots  ery  Cukes  Letc.  pers  toes  Stbr .  toes  Mixed  Total 


May  1-15:                         _      33        26 .     -         -      6 SO      -  E3  3 

to  Apr.  30 :  _1  2g    __g  1+031       12    22       6l      IgU    1J3.  JiQ.  21 

thru  May  15:  1      2g        g  50b5      T5    22       5l      gS+    179  129  3^ 

Total  fruit  and  vegetables  inspections  May  1-15:-  S65 
Season  totals  through  May  15: 
1230 


S33* 
5^37* 


Year:-  1931 
Cars:-  6395 


1929 
;  ,  ;  7^  7^ 


R977 


*  Including  I  car  beans  and  1  car  peanuts,  May  1-1 5 


150 
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7c,    BRIEF  NOTES  FROM  CALIFORNIA 

California  Inspectors'  Notes  dated  May  22  includes  these  items 

"Two  men  have  "been  transferred  to  San  Joaquin  Valley  to  handle  inspec- 
tions of.  -plums  and  apricots  in  the  Fresno  and  Tulare  County  sections.  Most 
of  these  early  plums  are  going  to  "be  exported.    Plum  inspection  in'  the  Penryn- 
Newcastle  section  is  also  starting. 

".The  growers  in  the  'Shaft  er  district  agreed  last  week  not  to  ship 
potatoes  unless  sold  f.o.b.    This  slowed  up  shipments  considerably,  although 
shipments  are  now  fairly  heavy  again." 

R.  C.  BUTN3R, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection 

OFFICE  NOTES; 

Eobert  G-.  Hill  plans  to  leave  Washington  next  Tuesday  for  a  1 0-day s' 
investigational  trip  to  North.  Carolina,  where  he  will  gather  information 
.preparatory  to  the  formulation  of  United  States  grades  for  blueberries. 

At  the  last  minute,  it  was  found,  necessary  to  continue  one  of  the 
market-news  offices  on  onions  in  southern  Texas,  because  of  urgent  demands 
for  this  service  by  growers  and  shippers.    The  field  station  at  Crystal  City- 
was  closed  on  Wednesday  of  this  week  and.R.  G.  P.isser  proceeded  to  Laredo, 
where  he  will  continue  the  market  reports  until  the  middle  of  next  week. 
W.  D.  Googe,  who  had  been  operating  the  Laredo  station,  proceeded  to  Browns- 
ville, where  he  took  over  the  work  formerly  handled  by  C.  D.  Schoolcraft. 
The  Brownsville  office  will  be  kept  open  until  June  5. 

After  six  years  of  very  effective  service  in  the  Market  News  project, 
W.  G.  Lensen,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  work  in  Detroit  since  August  of 
1929,  will  transfer  on  June  1  to  the  Regulatory  Branch  of  our  Division,  where 
he  will  assist  in  making  investigations  under  the  P.A.C.  Act  and  the  Produce 
Agency  Act.    His  headquarters  from  now  on  will  be  Washington,  D.C. 

C,  D.  Schoolcraft,  who  has  been  with  the  Market  News  Service  since 
August,  1928,  has  been  assigned  permanently  to  the  Detroit  office,  and  will 
succeed  Mr.  Lensen  there  early  next  week.    Please  revise  your  address-list. 

W.  L.  Eyans,  of  the  Regalatory  Branch,  expects  to  leave  Washington 
next  Monday  for  a  field  trip  in  the  interest  of  the  enforcement  of  the  P.A.C. 
Act.    He  will  travel  to  Detroit,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  and  Muncie,  Ind.,  making 
investigations  of  alleged  violations  of  the  Act.      At  Detroit,  W.  G.  Lensen 
will  join  Mr.  Eyans  and  go  with  him  on  the  remainder  of  this  trip. 

R.  C.  Butner  expects  to  spend  the  first  three  days  of  next  week,  dune  1 
to  3,  in  Chicago,  where  he  will  confer  with  inspectors  and  with  members  of 
the  training-class  which  is  now  in  progress. 

K,  F.  Willson,  who  has  operated  the  Winter  Haven  field  station  of  the  t 
news  service  on  citrus  fruits,  closed  that  office  last  Saturday  but  remained' 
at  Winter  Haven  most  of  this  week,   to  complete  his  distribution  stimmary  on 
Florida  citrus.    He  will  now  proceed  to  Elizabeth  City,  N.C.,  where  he  will 
issue  market  reports  on  potatoes. 
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OjTICg  MOTES  (Continued)  :- 

R.  L.  Sutton  has  completed  his  brief  period  of  leave  and  will  open  the 
news  service  on  potatoes  at  Mt.  Olive,  1T.C,  next  Monday. 

R.  E.  Keller,  who  was  substituting  in  the  St.  Louis  market-news  office, 
is  proceeding  today  to  Macon,  Ga.,  where  he  will  make  the  necessary  contacts 
preparatory  to  opening  the  service  on  peaches  about  June  S. 

A.  M.  McDowell,  who  had  returned  to  the  Atlanta  office  after  closing 
the  Chadbourn,  H.C.,  field  station,  has  gone  to  St.  Louis  to  take  over  the 
work  which  Mr.  Keller  was  handling  in  the  absence  of  M.M.  Thomas,  who  is  in 
the  inspectors'  training-class  at  Chicago. 

R#  E.  Cprbin,  i n charge  of  the  Kansas  City  market-news  work,  expects 
to  spend,  about  a  wekk,  beginning  next  Wednesday,  in  the  peach  belt  of  Arkan- 
sas, making  contacts  on  the  basis  of  which  he  will  issue  daily  market  reports 
on  peaches  from  Kansas  City  during  the  Arkansas  season. 

B.  E.  Surry,  who  closes  the  field  station  at  Belle  Glade,  31a.,  this 
Saturday,  will  proceed  to  Kansas  City  and  substitute  for  Mr.  Corbin  during 
the  first  part  of  June. 

E.  M.  Lyle,  inspector  at  Kansas  City,  will  be  on  annual  leave  at 
Quinlan,  Texas,  from  June  1  to  17,  and  D.  C.  Beeler,  of  the  Chicago  staff, 
will  handle  that  work  during  Mr,  Lyle's  absence. 

W.  A.  Davis,  collaborator  at  Boise,  Idaho,  for  the  past  year  and  a 
half,  expects  to  leave  the  service  at  the  end  of  May,  and  will  be  succeeded 
at  Boise  by  Mrs,  lTrn.ce  L.  Earley,  as  collaborator  with  the  Market  Hews  Service. 

C.  G.  Brand,  of  the  Philadelphia  inspection  staff,  unfortunately 
sprained  an  ankle  on  May  9  and  has  been  obliged  to  be  off  duty  since  that 
date.    He  hopes  to  return  to  work  next  week. 

G.  W.  Winfrey  has  advised  that  the  D.L.  was  in  error  last  week  in 
stating  that  his  supervision  of  shipping-point  inspection  work  on  Missouri 
strawberries  would  be  handled  from  the  Van  Buren,  Ark.,  office.    Mr.  Winfrey 
has  transferred  his  headquarters  temporarily  to  Monet t,  Mo.,  and  any  reports 
on  certifications  of  Missouri  berries  can  be  had  from  him  at  Monet t . 

G.  E.  Warren,  who  has  been  supervising  the  inspection  of  potrtoes  in 
the  Charleston  district  of  South  Carolina,  plans  to  return  to  Horth  Carolina 
next  Monday,  according  to  a  wire  received  this  morning.    Telegrams  or  mail  for 
Mr.  Warren  can  be  sent  in  care  of  R.  B.  Etheridge,  Chief,  Division  of  Markets, 
Raleigh,  IT.C,  during  the  next  few  weeks,  while  he  will  be  supervising  the 
inspection  work  on  North  Carolina  potatoes.    The  table  on  page  3U9  of  this 
D.L.  was  stenciled  and  mimeographed  before  this  change  of  headquarters  for 
Mr.  Warren  was  received. 

Shipping-point  inspection  service  will  be  given  this  season  on  southern 
Indiana  strawberries,  and  the  certificates  will  be  typed  at  Indianapolis 
office.    Reports  can  be  obtained  from  J.  E.  Dickerson,  at  Indianapolis. 
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la.    AITOTHBR  PUBLIC  HEARING  SCHEDULED 

On  Friday^  June  12,  in  Washington,  D.C.,  another  public  hearing  will 
be  held  under  provisions  of  the  P.A.C.  Act.    This  complaint  by  C„  H. 
Musselman,  of  Biglerville,  Pa.,  involves  a  car  of  apples  handled  by  W»  W. 
Lei  shear  &  Son,  commission  merchants  in  Washington. 

The  hearing  which  was  to  have  been  held  in  Boston  today  (June  5)  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

2a.    A  GOOD  BULLETIN  ON  EL OR IDA  ERUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 

Under  date  of  May  1,  1931,  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture,  at 
Tallahassee,  Florida,  issued  a. bulletin  of.  10g  pages,  entitled?-  "from 
Eield  to  Market  with  Elorida  Vegetables  and  Citrus  Fruits."    Part  I  covers 
13  important  vegetable  crops  produced  in  Elorida; 

Green  Beans  •        Cucumbers  White  Potatoes 

Cabbage  Eggplant  •    Sweet  Potatoes 

Celery  Lettuce  Tomatoes 

Green  Corn  Green  Peas  Watermelons 

Peppers 

Eor  each  individual  crop,  the  following  data  are  given  concisely: 

Location  Acreage  Grade  Competitive  Shipments 

Varieties  Cost  Carlot  Loading  Distribution 

Planting  Container  Rates  Market  Preferences 

Maturity  Packing  Elorida  Shipments      Terminal  Market  Prices 

Yield 

Nearly  all  of  the  13  products  have  graphic  charts,  showing  the 
seasonal  price  trends  in  terminal  markets  for  a  period  of  years;  such  a 
chart  is  also  given  for  strawberries,  later  in  the  bulletin. 

•  Part  II  covers  Oranges  (including  Tangerines),  Grapefruit ,' Pineapples 
and  Strawberries.    The  same  general  data,  as  listed  under  the  17  headings 
.shown  above,,  are  presented  for,  each  of  these  crops,  and  exports  are  included 
for  citrus  fruits. 

Part  III  relates  to  five  minor  vegetable  crops;  Bunched  Beets,  Lima 
Beans,  Bunched  Carrots,  Okra  and  Squash.    Again  the  general  data,  as  listed 
under  the  headings  shown  above,  are  given  for  each  of  these  products,  with 
■the  exception  that  no  data  are  available  on  acreage  or  on  distribution  of 
..these  five  crops.     •■  .  . 

This  is  a  valuable  compendium  of  useful  information,  and  doubtless 
.  .is  extensively  used  by  Elorida  growers  and  shippers.  •  ••• 
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MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


lb.    REC5MT  NEWS  PIT  EASTERN  SHORE  BERRIES  AliD  POTATOES 

V.  H.  Nicholson  wrote  as  follows  in  a  letter  of  June  1  from  Pocomoke 
City,  Md.:-   

"Movement  of  Eastern  Shore  strawberries  has  been  fairly  heavy.  During 
the  last  seven  days,  the  truck  movement  has  amounted  to  over  95>000  crates, 
freight  and  express  shipments  during  the  same  period  amounted  to  over  250 
car-lots.    On  the  basis  of  290  crates  to  a  car,  the  truck  movement  was  equiva- 
lent to  330  car-lots  or  about  57$  of  the  total  movement. 

"The  heaviest  shipments  of 'the  season  were  expected  today,  but  rain 
has  been  falling  since  noon  and  the  movement  will  probably  be  lighter  than 
was  anticipated.  It' now  appears  that  the  peak  movement  was  last  Saturday, 
when  130  cars  were  shipped  by  freight  and  express  and  6,002  crates  by  truck, 

"Host  of  the  berries  have  been  coming  from  Virginia  and  Maryland,  but 
Delaware  is  expected  to  become  fairly  active  this  week.     If  weather  conditions 
are  favorable,  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  will  continue  shipping  another 
week,  Maryland  probably  two  weeks  and  the  Delaware  season  may  last  three 
weeks..  .However,  if  the  weather  turns  hot  and  clear,  the  season  will  be  cut 
much  shorter  in  both  Maryland  and  Delaware.    Present  indications,  are  that  the 
crop  in  both  'those  States  will  not  exceed  that  of  last  spring. 

"The  potato  cr6p  has  been  getting  about  the  right  amount  of  rain,  but 
several  fields  were  showing  blight  a  few  days  ago.    While  most  of  the  affected 
fields  seem  to  be  recovering,  growers  say  that  yields  on  such  fields  will  be 
light.    A  few  estimate  that  the  blight  has  cut  the  Eastern  Shore  crop  as  much 
as  25/J,  but  I  doubt  very  much  whether  it  will  amount  to  a  small  fraction  of 
that  figure..    Present  indications  are  for  a  crop  that  will  exceed  that  of  last 
season,  which  amounted  to  nearly  20,000  carloads. 

"First  cars  of  the  season  are  expected  to  move  from  around  Cape  Charles 
the  last  of  this  week  or  the  first  of  next,  but  the  movement  will  not  become 
very  active  until  around  June  12,  according  to  present  indications.    It  now 
appears  that  there  will  be  a  fairly  heavy  movement  of  Eastern  Shore  potatoes 
during  the  week  of  June  15  and  that  the  shipping  season  will  overlap  consider- 
ably with  the  North  Carolina  movement." 

2b.    CROP  NOTES  PROM  WESTERN  WASHINGTON 

T.'R.  Hall  sent  the  following  report  from  Seattle  on  May  29 :~ 
"Lettuce  cutting  is  general  throughout  the  Kent-Auburn- Sumner  district 
and  indications  point  to  a  daily  movement  between  25  and  35  cars,  over  the 
week-end,  from  Puget  Sound  billing  stations.    The  harvesting  of  a  rather  large 
acreage  in  Snohomish  County  will  probably  not  begin  until  about  June  10. 
There  are  also  a  few  limited  areas  east  of  Lake  Washington,  which  will  be  ready 
after  June  1. 

"The  early  lettuce  crop  has  developed  under  very  favorable  weather  con- 
ditions.   Rainfall  during  May  has  been  below  normal,  but  nights  have  generally 
been  cool  and  there  have  been  some  cloudy  days.    Buyers  covering  the  terri- 
tory report  the  solidity  of  many  fields  about  as  good  as  they  have  known  for 
western  Washington  lettuce;  but  growers,  particularly  those  with  early  pa.tches 
on  light  soils,  have  had  trouble  with  tipburn  and  some  slime  development. 
However,  quality  seems  to  be  showing  improvement. 


"5Le  few  cars  that  have  met  requirements  for ..,11*3 *  Ho.  1  grr.de  have  been 
snapped  up  with  eagerness  around.  $2  per  crate  j.  while  most  shipments  grading' 
75^  to  8>5$  U.S.  No.  1  have  been  taken  with  less  .avidity.    A  general  f.o.b. 
cash-track  range  of  $1,75~$2"  has  prevailed  throughout  the  week.    Early  in  the 
week,  sizes  were  heavy  to  5  dozens,  but  now  they  are  nearly  equally  divided 
between  h  and  5  dozens. 

"Green  peas  from  local  areas  are  claiming  some  attention  from  shippers. 
Supplies  reaching  the  Seattle  market  will  soon  be  sufficient  for  loc~l  demand, 
and  the  first  car  is  expected  to  move  early  next  week.    Quality  is  excellent 
and  growers  are  entering  the  season  with  considerable'  optimism. 

"The  peak  harvesting  of    Euget  Sound  strawberries  will  undoubtedly  oc- 
cur within  the  next  few  days.    There  has  been  an  unusually  good  demand  for 
the  fresh  fruit,  and  barreling  plants  are  in  a  position  to  take    any  surplus, 
so  as  to  forestall  a  glut  of  the  market.    Western  Washington  carlo t  shipments 
are  negligible  because  local  demand  uses,  all  offerings.    The  Clark  Seedling 
variety,  grown "in  the  lower  Yakima  Valley,  is  better  adapted  to  shipment  and 
those  berries  are  going  into  Montana  and  the  Canadian  provinces." 

3b.    iaANATSE  TOMATO  SITUATION  VERY  DISCOUR^CIHG 

A  letter  of  June  1  from  E.  M.  Peterson,  at  Bradenton,  Pla.,  gives  the 
following  news  on  tomatoes  and  watermelons 

"The  Manatee  tomato  market  has  gone  from  bad  to  worse,  with  lugs  reach- 
ing the  low  price  of  65^  last  Friday.    This  covers  the  6x6  and  larger  sizes, 
and  what  few  6x7  size  were  sold  brought  less  than  packing  charges.    This  means 
that  many  growers  received  nothing  for  the  tomatoes  harvested  Friday  and  Satur- 
day, and  less  than  picking-costs  during  the  fore  part'  of  the  week.    ITov.ort he- 
less,  the  shipments  last  week  totaled  36U  cars,  which  was  'slightly  more  than 
for  the  previous  week.     It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  shipments  for'  the  cur- 
rent week,  but  most  growers  give  the  impression  that  they  will  continue  to 
harvest  their  crop,  with  the  hope  of  getting  something  out  of  it,  and 
it  seems  likely  that  the  shipments  will  amount  to  150  cars  or  more,   in  spite 
of  the  low  prices.    The  quality  has  improved  considerably,  but  most  stock  is 
still  showing  puffiness. 

"The. watermelon  crop  in  the  Leesburg  district  will  be'  rather  light  this 
season.    The  first  err  is  expected  out  today  or  tomorrow,  but  the'  movement 
will  be  very  light  this  week,  with  possibly  5  to  10  cars  shipped  next  Saturday. 
Loadings  will  possibly  increase  quite  rapidly  next  week." 

Ub.    SOUTHERN  TEXAS  POTATO  PROSPECTS 

M.  Cr.  Longino,  of  the  San  Antonio  office,  sent  the  following  telegram 
on  June  3?-    "Estimate  remaining  carlo t  Texas  potatoes  at  100  cars  that  are 
matured  now.     Several  hundred  cars  of  young  stock,  needing  rain,  are  yet  to 
mature.    However,  hope  practically  given  up  for  the  late  crop.". 

*  •■     THURSDAY  IS  THE  LAST  DAY'  * 

*  ,  .  '   ; —   ~  # 

*  Thursday  is  the  last  day  each  week  for      .  ^ 

*  receipt  of  material  for  the  current  issue  of  * 

*  the  Division  Letter.    Please  mail  all  letters  si(. 

*  or  changes  for -field-station  lists  so  .  that  the'..* 

*  material  will  reach  the  editor  by  Thursday.  * 

*  *  *  *  #  *  $  $  #  $  #  #      *  jjs       %  ^       , I.  ^  ,|.  ;;;  ;|.       jjj  ^  J.  ,j.  jj.  ^  ^      jjj  ^  %*%*:<fl 
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5"b.    LATEST  REPORT  OH  TEXAS  QUI  PITS 

Just  "before  closing  the  Crystal  City  field  station  on  May  27, 
&•       Risser  sent  the  following  report  on  onions j- 

"One  of  the  unfortunate  features  of  the  Texas  season  has  "been  the 
large  amount  of  decay  in  onions,  due' chiefly  to  the  wet  weather.    One  grower 
remarked  that  he  had  never  "before  shipped  such  p'oor  stock.    Many  of  the 
onions  have  been  left  in -the  fields,  as  they  were  considered  too  poor  to 
be  shipped.    The  markets  have  "been  quoting  much  stock  of  inferior  condition, 
raid  yesterday's  report  showed  some  lots  selling  in  Chicago  for  as  low. as 
25^  per  crate.    With  onions  in  such  bad  condition,  consumption  has  probably 
been  curtailed  materially. 

"Producers  in  the  Winter  Garden  section  have  "been  very  much  dis- 
couraged "by  the  combination  of  unfavorable  conditions  this  season.    It  is 
only  natural  that  they  should  contemplate  reduced  plantings  next  year. 
Growers  in  other  sections  of  southern  Texas  may  plant  liberally,  however. 
There  is  talk  of  extensive  onion  plantings  in  the.  country  between  Corpus 
Christ i  and  San  Antonio." 

The  following  additional  report  was  written  by  Mr,  Risser  from  the 
Laredo  field  station  on  May  JQ:- 

"The  close  of  the  1931  shipping' season  for  Bermuda  onions  is  almost 
at  hand  in  the  producing  districts  of  southern  Texas.    With  favorable  weathei 
for  hauling  during  the  first  and  middle  of  the  past  week,  loadings  of  the 
late  crop  have  been  under  way  quite  actively,  with  the  result  that  supplies 
in  shipping  sections  are  becoming  greatly  reduced  and  remaining  stocks  are 
reported  as  quite  limited.  .  .;  •' 

"Up  to  May  30,  Texas'  shipments  had  reached  H,35°  cars.    Many 'shippers 
had  set  H,500  cars  as  the  final  total  for  the  season's  movement,  and  it  now 
appears  that  they  were  not  greatly  mistaken,  although' it  will  be  generally 
admitted:  that  the  actual  field  production  was  considerably  larger, 

"One  of  the  -  favorable ' developments  of  the  past  week  has  been  the  re- 
duction of  track  holdings  in  the  12  important  markets.    On  Thursday,  May  22, 
track  holdings  in  these  terminals  had  been  reduced  to  '1^4-  cars,  the  lowest 
point  since  May  12.    The  peak  of  the  season's  track  holdings  was  on  May  19 
with  U 27  cars.    The  perk  of  shipments,  which  usually  occurs  in  April,  de- 
veloped on  May  15  this  season.    About  218  cars  were  billed  from  Texas  points 
on  that  day. 

"Another  'favorable  development  of  the  last  week  in  May  has  been  the 
loading  of  more  cars  of  the  U.S.  No.  1  grade.    The  crop  at  Eagle  Pass  has 
been  largely  responsible  for  this  condition.    Rains  the.  latter,  part  of  the 
week  have  interfered  with  field  operations  and  are  expected  to  reduce  ship- 
ments somewhat," 

Sb.    TOMATOES  AMD  CARROTS  III  IMPERIAL  VALLEY 

"Imperial  Valley  continues  with  2  or  3  cars  of  tomatoes  a  day,  going 
mostly  to  points  in  California.    During  the  past  few  days,  Los  Angeles 
truck  receipts  have  ranged  mostly  15,000  to  20,000  crates  per  day,  with 
26,500  on  June  1.    Lugs  sold  at  60^-S5^  in  Los  Angeles  today.    Portland  and 
Seattle  are  being  supplied  mostly  with  Texas  stock.  1 

"A  few  cars  of  carrots  continue  'to  move.    Of  the  7  cars  shipped  last  j 
Friday,  3  were  billed  to  Canadian  points."  -  (from  A.  E.  Prugh,  June  1) 


7b.     IHPORTAijT  1IBWS  REGARDING-  ILiPDR  I AL  VALLEY  CROPS 

On  Monday,  June  1,  A,  E.  Prugh  wrote  the, following  letter  from 
Brawl ey,  C  r 1 if  . :~ 

11  The  -peak  day  of  shipments  from  the  covered  melon  acreage  cane  one 
day  earlier  than  expected,  -  May  25»  'with  39^'cors.    Shippers  thought  cove- 
nant on  the  26th  would  go  slightly  above  that  figure,  but  the  cqnulative 
effect  of  cool  nights  caused  a  drop' to  275  cars  on  the  26th.    After  de- 
creasing to  22S  on  the  27th, ,  there  was  an  increase  to  331  cars  the  31st  of 
May,  but  only  29O  cars  are  ordered  for  June  1,    Honey  Dews  have  been  ripen- 
ing slowly,  with  11  straight  Oars  out  May  3L    Total  movement  nay  hold  arouni 
300  to  325  a  day  for  the  next  10  days,  as  Honey  Dews  and  Honey  Balls  are 
expected 'to  trice  up  the  slack  caused  by  lighter  movement  from  the  covered 
cantaloupe  acreage „    0n  account  of  late  planting  of  the . uncovered  acreage, 
cantaloupe  shipments  should  not  start  to  climb    until  the  middle  of  this 
month, 

"The  first  car  of  Perfect ds  went  out  on' May  J>0  and  brought  $1.25 
cash  f.o.b.  per  standard  U5,  when  the  market  on  HB's  was  $1.10.    The  Per- 
fect os  have  a  wonderful  flavor  this  year, 

"After  the  f.o.b.  market  reached  $1  and  with  warmer  weather  at  some 
points  in  the  Bast ,tke  demand  improved.    Today  (June  l)  the  price  is  back 
to  $1.25.'  New  York  advanced  this  morning  under  fairly  heavy  arrivals.  Our 
distribution  table  shows  a  heavy  movement  to  a  few  large  markets,  and,  while 
smaller  markets  are  represented  now  and  then,  they  are  not  receiving  many 
cars.    Perhaps  with  warmer  weather  this  condition  will  improve.  '  A  price 
in  Philadelphia -last  week  of  $2.25  Per  standard  crate  nets  back  here  only 
about  50^  to  the  shipper.    This  covered  acreage  now  moving  costs  $1,50  per 
standard  crate  to  place  on  board  cars.    P.o.b,  prices  on  May  31  ,for  the  past 
few  years  are  as  follows; 

1931 :  .  $1.1Q-U..15  19275  $2.50-$2.75 

1930:      $.1.60-$1.75  ,       ~        1926;        the  mildew  year, 

1929:        ■     $2.75  '  $1.6041-7-5 

192s:  .  $1.6041.75  1925:  $2.0042.25 

"The 'price  of  ' choice*  or  'ripes'  has  been  down  around  the  price  for 
.'fancy,*     This  price,  is  governed  considerably  by  conditions  in  Los  Angeles, 
Truck  novenent    to  Los  Angeles  has  been  running  6,000  to  10,000  crates  per 
day.    Trucks  also  run  to  Phoenix  and  San  Diego, 

"The  Honey  Dew  market  has  been  holding  around  $1.25  Per  crate  the 
past  few  days.    Only  11  straight  cars  moved  on  May  31,  and  3  straight  Honey 
Balls.    The  first  Honey  Balls  in  New  York  have  been  selling  high, 

"A  few  Jap  melons  are  going  to  Los  Angeles  by  truck.    This  spotted 
melon  has  a  good  flavor,  but  very  few  move  East.    The  flavor  is  similar  to 
that  of  the  Persian  melon. 

"Imperial  Valley . temperatures  have  been  running  107°  to  IO90  maximum 
since  Priday,  May  29,  reaching  110°  today,  but  the  minimum  last  night  was 
down  to  6S°  compared  with  79°  Saturday  night.     If  some  of  this  weather  could 
be  moved  back  last,   it  would  no  doubt  increase  the  demand  for  cantaloupes, 

" Watermelon  shipments  increased  to  .25  cars  on  May  31         v;e  cire  now 
issuing  a  watermelon  report.    One  car  has  been  billed  as  for  east  as.  Kansas 
City.    Yesterday's  distribution  was  to  points  in  California,  Arizona,  Canada, 
North  Dakota,  Montana,  Nevadg,,  Washington,  Oregon  and  New  Mexico.     The  price 
today  is  down  to  $27.50430  bulk  per  ton,  with  a  fairly*  good  demand.  The 
Los  Angeles  market  today  was  $1+2,504-+ 5  per  ton," 
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Sb.    A  LARGS  CROP  OP  POTATOES  IK  \i/HARTOH-EAGLS  LAICS  DISTRICT 

M*  G.  Longino,  of  the  Srn  Antonio  office,,  sent  the  following  report 
in  a  letter  dinted  May  26;-   

"Shipments  of  Bliss  Trixinph  potatoes  from  the  Ifaarton-Ergle  Lake 
district  of  TexaS  became  rather . heavy  last  peek,  when  over  hOO  cars  moved, 
AH  diggings  at  Sugarland  were  suspended  for  the  week,  in  hope  that  Alabama 
and  Louisiana  would  pass  their  perk.    Reliable  trade  sources  estimate  that 
the  yield  will  not  exceed  ^0  "bushels  per  acre  of  marketable  stock,  "but  this 
vail  still  give  the  district  more  than  2,000  cars. 

"Quality  of  the.  potatoes  is  not  the  "best,  as  scab  is  present  in  nearly 
all  fields,  some  being  badly  infected.    Growers  and  shippers  have  decided 
not  to  try  to  make  a  strictly  U.S.  No.  1  grade  except  for  size.    All  stock, 
however,  that. is  deeply  pitted  with  scab  is  thrown  out,  as  the  potatoes  pass 
over  the  1  7/8~inch  screened  grader.    On  account  of  the  low  level  of  the 
market,  no  stock  under  1  7/8  inches  will  be  shipped  unless  an  unexpected 
price  improvement  occurs..- 

"It  is  expected  that  the  derl  will  continue  until  about  June  15. 
Home-grovm  and  northern-grown  seed  was  planted  and  the  Latter  is.  being  har- 
vested at  present.    The  home-grown  seed  is  considerably  later  and  will  not 
be  matured  until  June  5  to  15.    The  vines  are  still  growing  nicely  but  will 
need  another  rain  in  a  few  days  to  fully  develop  the  potatoes.    If  the  rain 
does  not  come,  it  is  expected  that  the  tonnage  will  be  decreased  considerably, 

"Prices  for  the  week  ranged  S0^~$1  per  100-pound  sack,  according  to 
quality,  f.o.b.  cash  track.    On  May  2U,  the  prominent  shippers  and  growers 
held  a  meeting  and  agreed  to  prorate  the  daily  movement,    Sugarland  is  using 
Government  inspection  on  all  cars  and  they  were  asked  to  quote  ±0?  -per  sack 
more,  so  that  the  other  points  could  stay  in  line. 

"The  Cobbler  crop  near  San  Antonio  is  being  harvested  this  week  and 
stored  on  the  farms.    It  is  almost  impossible  to  sell  except  on  the  local 
market,  and  the  potatoes  have  to  be  dug,    Quality  is-  very  good  and  the  yield 
is  large.    Several  hundred  cars  could  be  shipped  out,  in  addition  to  what 
is  consumed  locally,  if  the  market  would  justify,.   ..  . 

"Tomatoes  are  moving  freely  from  the  Yoakum  .district,    Many  small 
towns  are  loading  out  car-lots  for  the  first  time.    Prices  have  been  satis- 
factory so  far,  at  2|^  to  3^'  Per  pound  to  the  grower  for  U.S.  Ho.  1  stock. 
Quality  is  very  good  from  all  fertilized  fields,  and  the  tomatoes  are  fairly 
smooth,  large  and  well  formed.    Stock  that  was  not  fertilized  is  puffy,  but 
the  volume  is  not  large.    This  is  a  coming  tomato  section  in  Texas  and  nay 
grow  into  one  of  our  largest  producing  areas.    However,  no  'irrigation  is 
available  and  the  crop  must  depend  on  rainfall." 


9b .    TOMATO  PROSPECTS  IE  MISSISSIPPI 

"The  condition  of  the  tomato  crop  in  central  Mississippi  is  very 
good  and  all  indications  point  to  a  bumper  crop.    At  a  meeting  today,  June  1, 
of  the  Mississippi  Vegetable  Shippers1  Association,  an  organization  which 
controls  75$  to  90$  of  the  tomatoes,   it .  was  agreed  that  no  cars  would  be 
loaded  until  June, 9.    However,   it  is  probable  that  some  of  the  independent 
shippers  will  load  a  few  cars  the  last  of  this  week."  -(from  J,  B.  Owens) 


-  IP  YOUR  D.L.  IS  EVER  ADDRESSED  IHCORRECTLY,  ADVISE  THE  EDITOR  PROMPTLY.- 
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1  Ob .    VAFt  POTATOES  AFP  LOW  PBICES  II"  ALABAMA 

W.  D.  Hull  sent  the  following  information  iron  .Mobile  in  a  letter 
of  June  1:- 

"This  year's  potato  crop  in  Alr.bana  vail  be  outstanding  in  many  ways, 
having  more  days  when  shipments  exceeded  175  cars,  large  yields,  excellent 
quality,  and  lowest  prices  of  any  season  in  the  last  five  years. 

"Early  last  week  the  market  assumed  a  firner  tendency,  with  a  few 
cars  selling  as  high  as  $1.25  per  100-pound  sack  of  U.S.  Ho,  1  Bliss 
Triumphs,    Every  one  had  hopes  that  the  narket  would  go  higher,  a  few 
operators  being  so  optimistic  as  to  state  that  potatoes  would  be  selling 
for  £.1,50  before  the  end  of  the  week.    But  heavier  shipments  from  Louisiana 
and  Texas,  together  with  the  opening  of  the  South  Carolina  season,  precluded 
all  possibility  of  any  permanent  strengthening  of  the  Alabama  narket.  As 
the  week  advanced,  buyers  became  more  cautious  about  stocking-up,  in  view 
of  the  double  holiday  over  the  week-end,  and  f.o.b.  prices  declined  to 
$1-4)1,10,    There  was  sufficient  demand,  however,  to  take  err  a  of  drily 
loadings,   so  very  few  cars  were  rolled  unsold, 

"Prom  the  standpoint  of  yield,  the  season* s  crop  is  quite  satisfac- 
tory, nany  growers  reporting  yields  of  more  than  100  bushels  to  the  acre. 
As  the  crop  becomes  nore  nature,  the  skins  show  less  tendency  to  » feather1 
and  bruising  is  less  apparent.    On  the  whole,  local  buyers  and  shippers  are 
well  pleased  with  the  quality  of  this  year's  crop, 

"Demand  for  Alabama  cucumbers  has  been  very  slow.     Cool  weather  in 
northern  markets  has  been  a  Uniting  factor  since  the  season  eorxiehced. 
Prices  to  growers  have  been  around  25^  par  bushel  for  No.  l's  and  10^  for 
ITo.  2's.    As  some  cars  have  sold  in  terminal  markets  for  little  nore  than 
freight  charges  and  cost  of  packaging,  the  deal  so  far  has  not  boon  a 
profitable  one  to  the  grower  or  shipper.    Shipments  fron  Alabama,  last  week 
were  125  cars,  with  indications  that  this  week's  movement  will  be"  heavier," 

lib .    LARGE  CROP  OP  MISSISSIPPI  CABBAGE  TIEXShEI)- 

J,  B,  Owens  wrote  as  follows  fron  Crystal  Springs  in  a  letter  of 
June  1:~ 

"The  cabbage  season  in  Mississippi  will  be  practically  finished  by 
the  end  of  this  week.    Worms,  age.,  and  large  sizes  have  lowered  the  quality 
to  what  night  be  termed  very  ordinary,  and  the  demand  for  this  kind  of  stock 
is  poor.    Movement  for  this  week  will  be  about  75  to  100  straight  cars,  but 
practically  all  mixed  cars  will  contain  some  cabbage.    With  shipments  for 
the  country  during  the  past  week  down  to  almost  half  those  of  the  week 
previous,   it  was  thought  that  the  f.o.b,  narket  would  strengthen.    But,  in- 
stead, the  market  here  weakened  still  further,  due  no  doubt  to  the  inferior 
quality. 

"loadings  of  snap  beans  are  increasing,  but  the  movement  from  this 
section  will  be  very  light.    Very  few  straight  cars  have  been  shipped. 
However,  practically  all  mixed  cars  contain  some  beans.*  The  demand  for  wax 
.beans  has  been  fairly  good  up  to  the  present  time,  but  the  market  is  weaker 
today,  due  to  the  increased  haulings.     Very  few  sales  have  been  reported  to- 
day.   Shippers  are  asking  $1-$1.25  ±0T  strlngless ' and  $1.2Q-$,1.35  f°r  wax 
beans  in  mixed  cars,  f.o.b.  usual  terms, 

"The  demand  for  beets  and  carrots  has.  been  very  light  the  entire  sea- 
son, with  practically  all  stock  being  moved  in  mixed  cars  on  either  a 
straight  consignment  or  joint -account  basis,1".  . 
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12b.     IMSR3SgIITG  CROP  NOTBS  FROM  UTAH 

L.  S.  Ferin,  of  the  Salt' Lake  City  office,  sent  the  following  report 
under  date  of  May  26;- 

"Frost-danage  in  Utah  should  he  past  for  this  year  and  the  outlook 
for  this  year's  crops  can  he  judged  with  more  certainty.    Light  frosts,  how- 
ever, occurred  last  week  in  spots  rad  some  damage  resulted  to  tender  vege- 
tables, especially  beans  raid  tomatoes.    Taking  the  State  as  a  whole,  the 
damage  from  spring  frosts  has  been  light,  both  to  fruits  and  vegetables. 

"Tomatoes  for  canning  purposes  are  estimated  at  about  J, 000  acres. 
The  plants  are  getting  a  good  start  and  look  good  at  this  time.    The  acreage 
planted  for  green  shipment  is  about  double  that  of  last  year. 

"Onions  have  suffered  from  bad  wind-storms  and  dry  weather,  and  many 
■patches  do  not  have  good  stands,  while  others  are  not  thrifty.  Estimates 
indicate  a  reduction  of  35$  to  50$  below  last  year's  production. 

"The  cherry  crop  is  spotted  but,  taken  as  a  whole,  is  very  light, 
especially  the  Bing  and  Lambert  varieties.     Shipments  probably  will  not  be 
more  than  25  or  30  cars,  from  the  State.    Fears,  which  some  time  ago  indicated 
a  full  crop,  have  since  suffered  from  poor  pollination,  and  only  a  sprinkling 
of  fru.it  is  set.    Peaches  escaped  frost  in  most  sections  and,  while  a  heavy 
drop  is  expected,  the  prospects  are  for  a  large  crop." 


13b.    GOOD  PR  I  CHS  FOR  CALIFORITIA  CFjLSRY 

The  following  letter  came  from  W.  L.  Jackson,  of  the  Los  Angeles 
office,  under  date  of  Eay  27 S- 

"The  southern  California  celery  market  continues  to  maintain  a  strong 
position,  with  prospects  of  good  -prices  to  the  close  of  the  deal  early  in 
July.    Lighter  shipments  have  been  an  important  f .actor  in  the  good  prices 
obtaining  this  year.    The  total  movement  during  Eay  was  in  the  neighborhood 
of  50O  cars,  compared  with  72S  for  the  same  month  last  year.    Present  indica- 
tions are  for  shipments  of  not  over  500  cars  during  June.    This  may  be  con- 
pared  with  709  cars  for  June  of  1930.    Total  shipments  this  season  will  be 
materially  under  those  of  last  year.    This  is  accounted  for  primarily  by  the 
smaller  acreage  planted  and  also  by  the  heavy  culling  necessary  during  -pril, 
when  most  nature  fields  were  running  heavy  to  seeders. 

"Present  high  prices  have  encouraged  growers  to  harvest  the  crop  as 
fast  as  the  patches  nature.    This  lias  made  for  cam;   orderly  movement  of  the 
crop.     Indications  are  that  daily  loadings  will  be  in  approximately  the  sane 
volume  during  June  as  those  for  the  month  of  May.    This  should  prevent  any 
heavy  daily  loadings    or  peak  shipments  between  now  and  the  close  of  the 
deal. 

"Quality  is  generally  good,  with  most  stock  grading  85$  U.S.  ITo.  1 
or  better.    Some  fields  were  dar.ir.ged  to  a  limited  extent  by  worms,  when  wet 
weather  interfered  with  the  spraying  -program. 

"The  f.o.b. -usual-terms  market  held  firmly  during  the  past  week  at 
$U. 75-55  on  2U-inch  crates,   with  an  occasional  car  as  high  as  $5.25.  The 
22-inch  crates  have  ranged  about  25?  under  the  price  of  2*1- inch  stock.  These 
prices  are  $1.50-$1.75  per  crate  higher  than  those  during  the  sane  period 
last  year." 


POTATO  SHI  PINT'S  have  been  very  heavy  recently,  amounting  to  more 
than  1,200  cars  last  Wednesday. 
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T0I.JAT0SS  ALE)  GREEN  CORN  ACTIVE  IN  RIO  GRANDE  VALLEY 
W.  D.  Googe  sent  the  following  letter  from  Brownsville,  Texas,  on 
May  31 :~  .... 

"The  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  'tomato  movement  reached  its  peak  during 
the  past  week,  loadings  on  Tuesday,  May  26,  being  182  cars  which  moved  out 
Wednesday  morning.    This  was  not  only  the  peak  day  of  the  season,  "but  the 
Valley's  record  for  a  single  day.    Prices  at  the  close  of  the  week  repre- 
sented a  net  decline  of  10^-15^  per  lug,  usual-terms  sales,  Friday  and  Satur- 
day^ being  reported  at  mostly  $1~$1.10  for  best  sizes.    Rolling  cars  were  sold 
at  a  wide  range  of  prices,   some  of  which  were  reported  as  low  as  75^«  Al- 
though  a  large  portion  of  shipments  ran  mostly  6x7  and  6x6,  a  greater  per- 
centage of  6x6  pack  and  larger  is  being  reported,    Favorable  weather  has 
resulted  in  a  marked  improvement  in  quality.   .Shippers  expect  two  or  three 
heavy  days  next  week,  after  which  shipments  will  drop  off  rapidly.  The 
Yoakum  section  will  probably  be  at  its  peak  during  the  coming  week,  and  by 
June  S  the  East  Texas  deal  will  begin  if  weather  conditions  continue  favor- 
able.    Some  estimate  that,  during  the  next  10  days,  the  total  Texas  tomato 
movement  will  average  between  125  and-  15^  cars  daily.    After  several  days 
of  gloomy  outlook,  dealers  were  more  cheerful  at  the  end  of  the  past  week, 
as  trading  became  more  active.     This  was  attributed  to  more  favorable 
weather  for  consuming  tomatoes  in  the  large  cities,  and  .also  to  the  better 
quality  of  stock  being  offered. 

"The  .green  corn  deal  in  this  section  is  approaching  its  peak,  and 
shipments  during  the  coming  week  are  expected  to  average  around  HO  cars 
daily.     The  sections  farther  up  the  State,  particularly  that  around  Dilley, 
are  expected  to  begin,  in  a  light  way.    However,  most  sections  are  late,  as 
compared  with  the  normal  seasons,  and  no  heavy  movements  from  points  outside 
the  Valley  are  anticipated  before  the  third  week  of  June.    Poor  quality  of 
early  shipments  from  the    Valley  had  a  depressing  influence  on  the  prices, 
but,  as  the  season  advances,  the  damage  from  late  frost  becomes  less  apparent. 
Generally,  the  present  shipments  are  of  good  quality." 

1 5"b .    A  DISAPPOINTING  POTATO  SEASON  IN  LOUISIANA 

J.  W,  Coleman  wrote  as  follows  from  New  Orleans  in  a  letter  of  June2s- 
"Returns  from  the  Louisiana  potato  crop  this  season  are  proving 
very  disappointing  to  growers.     Shipments  to  date  have  passed  the  2, 500-car 
mark,  compared  with  a  final  total  of  2,326  cars  last  season.  Approximately 
1,500  remain  to  be  shipped  and  most  of  these  cars  will  move  by  the  middle  of 
June.    So  far,  there  has 'been  very  little  demand  for  No.  2  potatoes  and  this 
factor  will  have  some  bearing  on  the  car  lot  shipments.    Prices  for  U.S. 
No.  1  Bliss  Triumphs  reached  a  low  mark  on  Monday  when  100-pound  sacks  sold 
on  an  f  ..0  .b .-usual- terms  basis  at  90^. 

"Wiany  growers  are  storing  their  crop  in  sweet-potato  kilns,  in  hope 
of  better  prices  during  July  and  August.     Others  are  afraid  the  potatoes 
are  not  mature  enough  to  hold  up  any  length  of  time    in  this  type  of  im- 
provised stora.ge  and  are  selling  their  potatoes  a.s  fa.st  as  they  can  dig 
them. 

"With  the  exception  of  strawberries,  practically  all  Louisiana  com- 
modities" have  been  selling  at  low  prices  this  spring.    Prospects  are  rather 
. discouraging  for  the  remainder  of  the  shipping  season," 

(continued  over) 
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In  connection  with  the  effort  "being  made  to  market  the  smaller 
potatoes,  lb:.  Coleman  sent  a  clipping  from  a  local  newspaper,  which  reads 
in  part  as  follows:*. 

"Farmers  from  Lafourche,  St.  Mary  and  Terrebonne  parishes  met  at  the 
Houma  courthouse  tonight  to  discuss  ways  and  means  to  sell  direct  to  the 
housewives  of  New  Orleans  Irish  potatoes  grown  in  southern  Louisiana,  and 
thereby  give  employment  to  the  unemployed  of  New  Orleans. 

"The  objective  was  to  establish  a  sale  price  in  Hew  Orleans  of  $1 
per  100-pound  sack  of  United  States  graded  potatoes  from  one  and  a  half  to 
one  and  seven-eights  inches,  the  only  deduction  to  be  mr.de  at  New  Orler.ns 
to  be  approximately  eight  cents  a  sack,  v/hich  was  to  go  to  the  unemployed 
men  who  assist  in  the  sale  of  the  potatoes. 

"All  trucks  carrying  the  potatoes  to  Hew  Orleans  will  display  a 
Large  sign  that  will  read;     'This  truck  carries  potatoes  grown  by  farmers 
and  sold  by  special  permits  of  the  city  of  Hew  Orleans  with  the  assistance 
of  the  city's  unemployed1." 


16b.     CORRECTION  OF  "GOD  -  GOS"  PAGE  OF  COSE        (Effective  June  12) 

The  phrase  "GODIQ,"  means  "Carlot  sales  to  outside  points,  Kansas 
City  basis."    Effective  June  12,   the  words  "Kansas  City"  will  be  dropped, 
so  that  the  phrase  can  be  used  for  any  city.    It  will  then  read: 

* 

GODIQ,    -    Carlot  sales  to  outside  points,  basis 

At  bottom  of  the    page,  insert  this  footnote:- 

*  When  decoding,  insert  name  of  city  at  head  of  wire, 

1 7b .    ADDITIONAL  SUMMARIES  ISSUED 

Two  additional  summaries  of  1930  shipping  seasons  have  been  issued 
by  the  Washington  office :- 

"Llarketing  Colorado  Cantaloupes,  1930  Season,"  By  J.  B.  Owens. 

"Marketing  Eastern  Shore  Cantaloupes,  I93O  Season,"  by  V..H.  ITicholson. 

The  Kansas  City  office  has  issued  a  report  or  summary;  Marketing 
Potatoes  in  Kaw  Valley  of  Kansas,  Orrick  District  of  Missouri,  and  Arkansas 
and  Oklahoma,  I93O  Season,"  by  R.  E.  Corbin.    This  is  illustrated  by  a  price 
chart  and  distribution  map. 

'The  Rochester  office  has  published  a  summary  on  "Marketing  Western 
Hew  York  Lettuce,  I93O  Season,"  by  A.  L.  Thomas.    A  map  shows  the  shipping 
sections. 

The  San  Francisco  office  has  issued  a  summary  on  "Marketing  California 
Pears,  I93O  Season,"  by  C.  J.  Hansen  and  0.  1.  Holmes.     It  contains  two 
valuable  charts,  in  addition  to'  the  statistical  matter. 

lgb,     SEND  THE  EDITOR  COPIES  OF  SPECIAL  RELEASES 

We  desire  to  list  in  the  D.L.  all  special  commodity  summaries  or  other 
important  special  releases,  issued  by  branch  offices.    The  only  Way  to  be 
sure  that  such  reports  or.  summaries  will  be  mentioned  in  the  D.L.  is  to  send 
the  editor  a  per'sonal  copy.  .  Some  offices  fail  to  do  this,  and  it  is  only  by- 
chance  that  the'  editor  happens  to  find  a  copy  of  the  summary  in  the  Washing- 
ton office. 
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19b.    MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  ARGENTINE  REGULATIONS, 

In  connection  with  Par.  2a  in  last  week's  D.L.,  the  Foreign  Agri- 
cultural Service  Division  has  called  attention  to  the  fact  that,  even ^ if 
American  fruit  is  shipped  to  Argentina  in  barrels  or  bushel  baskets,  it  must 
be  individually  wrapped,  in  the  same  fashion  as  western  apples  are  wrapped, 
and  the  wrappers  must  be  stamped  with  the  name  of  grower  or  packer  and  with 
the  country  of  origin.    Full  details  are  given' in  special  report  "F.S.  :A-374, 
dated  May  S,  by  the  Foreign  Service  Division. 

Attention  is  also  invited  to  the  fact  that  all  fresh  fruit  imported 
by  Argentina  carries  a  32$  ad-valorem  duty,  except  oranges  and  bananas, 
according  to  regulations  dated  February  23*  1931 • 

20b.    EARLY  CROP  OF  GREEN  PEAS  III  OREGON  A  FAILURE 

J.  D.  Hamilton  wired  as  follows  from  Portland  on  May  29:-  "Oregon 
green  peas,  early  crop,  almost  a  complete  failure,  and  Telephones  for  June 
shipment  less  than  50$  crop,  account  severe  windstorms  a  month  ago,  followed 
by  dry  weather.    Vine-growth  stunted  and  pods  generally  small." 

21b.    1930  APPLE  STATISTICS  FOR  STATE  OF  IDAHO 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  from  one  of  the  branch  offices,  L.  G,  Schultz, 
Supervising  Inspector  for  Idaho,  gave  the  following  report  on  apple  inspec- 
tions in  that  State  during  the  year  1930 !- 

Shipping-Point  Inspections  of  Idaho  Apples,  Calendar  Year  1930 

Variety  Cars  '    Per  Cent  of  Total  ' 

Jonathan  2, 213 

Rome  Beauty  96U  1S$ 

winesap  SI 2  15$ 

Delicious  361  7$ 

'Various  and  mixed      1, 153  20$. 

5,503  •  100$ 

Total  shipments  from  Idaho  that  year  were  about  6,780  cars,  thus 
making  the  inspected  cars  about  81$  of  the  total.    Apples  in  baskets  were 
S5$  of  the  total,  boxes  7$  and  bulk  shipments  S$.    Mr.  Schultz  adds:- 
"It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  percentage  of  boxed  apples  shipped 
each  year  has  shown  a  gradual  decrease  since  I925." 

22b.    A  SPEQIAL  SUMMARY  PIT  GREEN  PEAS 

J.  D.  Hamilton,  of  the  Portland  office,  has  published  an  S-paged 
mimeographed  summary  entitled:    "Marketing  Northwestern  Green  Peas."  it 
relates  largely  to  the  I93O  season,  although  statistics  are  presented  for 
previous  years  also.    Prices  are  given  by  days  for  Portland,  Chicago  and 
Hew  York  City.    Copies  can  be  had  directly  from  the  Portland  office, 
610  Lewis  Bldg. 

B.  C.  B0REE, 

Specialist  in  Market '.News.. 


TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  SEWS  SERVICE 


Mail 

First 

Probably 

Station 

List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

Bulletin 

will  close 

BRATTLE Y,  CALIF.** 

:  SOG 

:  A- 

E. 

Prugh 

■  Cants. 

May  6 

■  July  11 

■Planters  Hotel  Bldg. 

;  W-i-melons 

June 

1 

:  July  11 

CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MISS., 

j  S09 

:  J. 

B. 

Owens 

:  Vegs. 

May.  5 

:  June  6 

City  Hall 

;  Tomatoes 

June 

S 

j  July  3 

y.FiCXVl  TT  "E?        AT  A 

f IVJo  1  JjJii ,   iLLA  .  *  * 

.  924 

*  TIT 

;  W. 

D. 

Hull 

■  Potatoes 

May  11 

;  June  13 

Post  Office  Bldg. 

P0C0M0KE  CITY,  MD.** 

:S7S 

V. 

H. 

Nicholson 

'  Stbr. 

i  May  21 

:  June  20 

Pe n insula  Bldg. 

;  Potatoes, 

June 

12. 

:  Aug.  1 

■  Cucumbers 

.July  6 

!  July  25 

Cants . 

Aug. 

3 

'  Aug.  15 

W 

W  . 

G. 

■Thompson 

St  or  . 

:  May  26 

June  13 

First  Natl.  Bank  Bldg 

OJ-U.fi 

-K. 

L. 

Sutton 

June  4- 

."Pi  t  yi  p  0~7 

V  U-IJ.C     tj  | 

ELIZABETH  CITY,  N.C.** 

S10 

H. 

P. 

Will son 

Potatoes 

June 

3  ' 

June  27 

JACKSONVILLE,  TEXAS** 

811 

li- 

D. 

Googe 

Tomatoes 

June 

s 

July  3 

LESSBURG,  FLA,**  : 

912 

ft. 

M. 

Peterson 

•  W~melohs 

June 

S 

June  27 

MACON,  GA.**  ; 

833  ; 

R. 

E. 

Keller 

Peaches 

June 

8 

Aug.  1 

kl3  Ga.  Casualty  Bldg' 

The  following  stations  closed -on  dates  indicated: 

BROWNSVILLE,  TEXAS** 

931  j 

W.  D.  Googe 

Cabbage 

Jan. 

5 

May  8 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

Spinach 

Jan. 

5 

Mar.  7 

Beets  i, 

Jan. 

5 

Apr.  30 

Carrots 

Jan. 

b 

May  13 

Beans  ; 

Mar . 

20  : 

May  lU 

Potatoes  ■ 

Mar. 

30  : 

May  l6 

Onions 

Apr. 

6  : 

May  12 

Tomatoes 

Apr . 

23  : 

June  5 

LAREDO,  TEXAS**  ] 

801  j 

R. 

G. 

Risser  ! 

Onions  '; 

Apr. 

6  -  j 

June  4 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

BRADENTON,  FLA.** 

850  : 

R. 

M. 

Peterson  ; 

Vegs. 

Apr. 

13  ! 

June  5 

Pier  Bldg. 

**  State  cooperating  *  Reports  discontinued 


W.  F.  C02  in  San  Francisco  A.  M.  McDowell  in  St.  Louis 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Kansas  City  R.  G.  Risser  en  route  to  Phoenix, 

Ariz. 

FIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 
in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc.     HITS  BESTING-  REPORT"  PIT  PUGET  SOUND  LETTUCE 

In  a  letter  of  June  1  from  Yakima,  Wash,.,  I.  E.  Bailey  sent  the 
following  information  regarding  lettuce j- 

"The  Paget ' Sound  lettuce  season  got  under  way  a  little  faster  than 
last  year,  with  as  high  as  31  cars  shipped  fron  points  "between  Sumner  and 
Seattle  during  one  hour  period  in  the  last  week  of  May.  Usually  it  is 
the  first  week  in  June  ."before  30  cars  a  day  are  reached. 

"Weather  conditions  have  been  unfavorable  for  lettuce  as  well  as 
other  commodities,  and  the  quality 'of  Paget  Sound  lettuce  is  not  as  good 
as  it  has  "been  at  the  start  of  the  past  two  shipping  seasons.  Considerable 
slimy  decay  and  tipburn  is  being  encountered  and  the  solidity  of  many  crops 
is  poor.    Usually  Washington  ships  its  best  lettuce  during  the  no nth  of 
June  but,  unless  there  is  a  change  soon,  the  quality  for  this  month  will  be 
somewhat  below  average.     In  July,  when  the  center  of  'lettuce  activity  moves 
north  of  Seattle,  we  expect  to  find  poorer-quality  .stock  going  out. 

"One  point  of  interest  in  connection  with  the    June  lettuce  movement 
this  year  is  the  tendency  for  operations  to  center  around  Kent  and  Auburn, 
Kent  being  the  largest  lettuce  shipping  point  in  the  early  section  of  the 
Sound  country.    A  number  of  operators,  'who  in  the  past  made  : their  headquart- 
ers in  Seattle,  are  this  year  establishing  temporary  residences  at  Kent  and 
Auburn , 

"Another  interesting  development  is  the  use  by  Sawdey  &  Hunt  of 
safety  refrigerator  or  Silica  Gel  System  cars.    Last  year,  this  firm  loaded 
one  of  these  cars  as  an  experiment.    This  year  they  are  loading  all  they 
can  obtain.     In  'order  to  get  this  service,  which  is  available  only  on  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railway,  they  have  given  up  their  old'  packing-house  on  the 
Union  Pacific,  Milwaukee  Railway  and  have,  moved  into'  a  new  packing-house 
just  built  on  the  Northern  Pacific,  Great  Northern  right-of-way.    The  Silica 
Gel  cars  do  away  with  the  need  for  top  icing  of  the  load,  since  the  refrig- 
eration pipes  extend  over  the  full  length  of  the  lading. 

"Sawdey  &  Hunt  are  this  year,  for  the  first  time,  requesting  federal- 
State  inspection  on  their  shipments,  .  In  past  years,  some  inspections  have 
been  made  on  their  cars,  but  these  were  upon  the  application  of  the  carrier. 

"■When  I  was  in  Kent  on-  Friday,  the  prices  quoted  were  $l.S0-$2  f.o.b. 
for  S0$  to  U.S.  No.  1  quality  stock.    Possibly  one  car  out  of  five  was 
making  a  No.  1  grade,  the  others  grading  in  percentages  from  S5$  down  to 
Gofo. 

"I  understand  that  warm  weather  has  wound-up  lettuce  shipments  from 
Pasco,  which  is  in ' the  south-central  part  of  the  State  and  is  generally  con- 
sidered the  hottest  point  in  Washington  in  summer.    A  few  cars  of  peas  are 
being  shipped  from  Pasco  now." 

2c.    DELAWARE  TO  INSPECT  STRAWBERRIES  AT  SHIPPING  POINT  -  - 

Federal-State  shipping-point  inspection  on  strawberries  at  Selbyville, 
Delaware,  began  about  June  1,    W,  T.  De ricks  on,  Director  of  the  State  Bureau 
of  Markets,  says  that  growers  and  buyers  were  so  .well  pleased  with  the  serv- 
ice last  year  that  they ' requested  its  re-establishment  this  season.  Ship- 
ments began  approximately  two  weeks -later  than 'last:  year* 
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3c    HEAVY  INSPECTION  WORK  SCHEDULED'1  ON  GEORGIA  PEACHES 

In  a  letter  of  June  2  from  Macon,  Ga.,  the  following  information  on 
peach  prospects  was  given  by- 0.  G.  Strauss:- 

"The  peach  line-up  looks -very-  good,  and  it  has  every  indication  of 
being  one  of  the  largest  inspection  deals  we  ever  had. 

"As  you  know,  last  season  we  inspected  U,057  cars  of  peachs  and  we 
now  have  applications  for  6,233  cars,  with  a  number  of  growers  not  yet 
heard  from.     I  feel  sure  we  will  exceed  8,000  cars  and  probably  come  near 
the  10,000  total. 

"There  is  practically  nothing  moving  this  week.    The  later  part  of 
the  week,  they  will  move  Uneedas,  and  Early  Rose  will  start  the  middle  of 
next  week.    The  Exchange ' estimate  of  Uneedas  is  290  cars,  miscellaneous 
early  59>  &n<l  Early  Rose  S60. 

"We  probably  wont  "inspect  over  35/J  of  the  Uneedas  and  miscellaneous 
early  varieties,  as  they  are  so  scattered,  but  should  get  ^Ofo  to  66^?  of 
the  Early  Rose.    After  that  I  believe  we  will  inspect  JOfj  of  the  movement. 

"Starting  between  June  20  and  25  will  be  Hileys,  and  from  then  on 
it  will 'be  one  busy  time.    From  June  1  to  20  or  25,  there  will  be  only 
about  1,500  cars,  but  between  June  20  and  July  25,  there  will  be  8,000  or 
3,000,  these  figures  being  based  on  the  Exchange'  estimate  of  13,500  cars. 
The  quality  seems  to  be  good. 

"It  is  estimated  that  7»950  cars  of  Elbertas  will  move  during  the 
month  of  July.    Favorable  weather  can  change  these  dates  by  a  few  days." 

he.    ALABAMA  NO.  "2  GRADE  FOR'  CUCUMBERS 

In  a  letter  of  May  28  from  Eoley,  Ala.,  J.  A.  Marks  says  that  the 
shippers  have,  for  the  past  two  years,  been  requesting  a  No.  2  grade  for 
their  cucumbers.    He  enclosed  a  copy  of  this  grade  as  it  has  been  drawn 
up  for  the  benefit  of  Alabama  shippers:- 

■ALABAMA  STANDARDS  EOR  SLICING  CUCUMBERS  (1931). 

GRADES 

ALABAMA  FANCY      -    Same  as  U.S.  Fancy. 
ALABAMA.  U.S.  No.  1    -    Scans  as  U.S.  No.  1. 

ALABAMA.  No.  2    -    Shall  consist  of  cucumbers  vfoich  are  not  badly  misshapen 
and  which  are  fresh,  firm,  sufficiently  mature  for  slicing  purposes  but  not 
full  grown  or  ripe  and  which  are  free  from  decay  and  from  serious  damage 
caused  by  dirt,  freezing,  mosaic  or  other  disease,  insects  or  mechanical 
or  other  means.    UNLESS  OTHERWISE  SPECIFIED,  the  minimum  length  of  the  cu- 
cumbers shall  be  not  less  than  four  and  one-half  inches. 

DEFINITION  OF  TSRHS 
Same  as  U.S.  grades  except  as  follows: 

"Not  badly  misshapen"  means  that  the  cucumbers  shall  not  be  so  badly 
curved,  pointed  or  constricted  as  to  seriously  affect  the  appearance  or 
cause  excessive  waste  in  preparation  for  use. 

"Free  from  serious  damage"  means- that  any  injury  from  the  cruses  men- 
tioned shall  not  seriously  affect  the  appearance,  edible  or  shipping  quality. 
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,  Appr oxinat e  dat  e  of 

State 

Supervisor 

Products 

Opening 

Closing 

LOUIS  IAEA: 

:  H.  S.  Moles, 

-  University  Station, 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 

;  Vegetables  ► 

?  Nov.  5 

Jv.ne  30 

TEXAS: 

;  E.  T.  Longino, 

Chamber  of  Cdrxierce, 
San  Antonio,  Texas  . 

Vegetables 

Nov.  20 

June  10 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason, 

H02  Ochoa  Bldg,,  '„ 
San  Juan,  P.R» 

Citrus 

Apr.  1 

Nov.  1 

ALABAMA: 

J.  A.  Marks, 
P.O.  Box  166, 
Foley,  Ala. 

Vegetables 

Apr.  13 

Jv.ne  15 

MISSISSIPPI: 

F.  S„  Kinsey, 

Crystal  Springs,  Miss. 

Vegetables 

Apr.  20 

July  1 

ARKANSAS  AND 
MISSOURI: 

G.  W.  Yfinfrey, ' 

First  Natl.  Bank  Bldg. 
Monett,  Mo. 

Strawberries 
Vegetables 

Apr.  27 

May  10 

June  13 
July  1 

NORTH  CAROLINA: 

&.  R.  Warren, 

c/o  State  Div.  of 
Markets, 

Raleigh.,  N.C.  : 

Potatoes' 

June  1 

June  20 

TENNESSEE:        .  . 

W.  J.  Bertusli, 
Humboldt,  Tenn. 

Strawberries . 
Vegetables 

May  H 
June  1 

June  6 
July  15 

GEORGIA: 

0.  G.  Strauss, 

1+13  First  Natl. , Bank, 
Macon,  Ga. 

Peaches  ; 

May  25 

July  15 

VIRGINIA: 

H.  H,  Henderson,  ' 
JiCh  Southern  Produce 

Norfolk,  7a. 

Potatoes 

June  1 

June  25 

Robert'  Bier,  : 
.  Cape  Charles,  Va.  .: 

Potatoes 

June  g 

;  July  10 

Reports  on  southern  Indiana  strawberries  can  be  had  iron  J'.  E.  Dicker  son, 

at  the  Indianapolis  office. 
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5c .    A  GOOD  REPORT  PIT  IgglAM  INSPECTIONS 

J.  E.  Dickerson,  Supervising  Inspector  for  Indiana,  has  submitted  a 
very  interesting  report  of  the  shipping-point  Inspection  work  in  that  State 
for  the  I53O-3I  season.     It  is  published  below,'  without  the  usual  quotation 
marks :- 

We  are  enclosing  herewith. a  tabulation'  of  the  results  of  the  onion 
inspection  work  in  Indiana  for  the  1930-31  'season,  along  with  a  comparison 
of  the  results  for  the  three  previous  seasons.    The  deal  this  season  was 
characterized  by:. 

1.  An  unusually  large  crop  of  better  than  average  quality  and  size, 
in 'spite  of  the  excessively  dry  weather'  over  a  large  part  of  the  district. 

2.  -  A-  much  heavier  movement  than  usual  of  stock  in  August  and  early 
September,  with  correspondingly  smaller  shipments  in  ITovember  and  December, 

3.  An  excessively  low  price  to  the  grower.    In  many  instances,  prices 
received  were  less  than  the  cost  of  production  and,  in  some  instances  in  the 
early  spring,  many  onions  were  sold  at  a"  price  very  little  above  storage 
charges.    One  exception  was  the  favorable  prices  received  for  white  boilers 
early  in  the  season.    The  deal  was,  equally  disastrous  to  the  local  buyers, 

k,  .  A  heavy,  decrease  in  the  shipments  of -"l-l/H  inch  minimum"  cars. 

5.  An .  unusual  number  of  cars  failing  to  grade  on  account  of  ' staining 
and  ■sunburn,  especially/on  white -onions,  but  .  with, -a  decrease  of  cars  being 
off-grade  account  of  free  zing-injury  or  decay*.  •./■■<•■: '  ' 

6.  A,  further  increase  of  the  use '-of  the  5Q~pound  sacks  and  a  corre- 
sponding decrease  in  100-pound  sacks  of  all  types.  f' 

7.  An  increase  in  demand  for  the  revision,  of  the  onion  grades,  es- 
pecially the  boiler  grade,  resulting  in  a  meeting  of  leading  onion  shippers 
and  Department  officials  being  called  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  to  discuss  the  pro- 
posed revision.  '! 

S.    Several  large  growers  shipping  their  own  stock,  usually  with  disas- 
trous results,  they  not  realizing  that  local  prices  offered  were  all  their 
'onions  were  worth. 

9.    Heavy  wastage  in  sorting  in  the  early  spring,  due  mainly  to  low 
prices  but  also  to  a  mild  winter,  resulting  in  more  -sprouted  onions  than 
usual . 

10.    More  onions  than  usual  held  until  April,  some  growers  and  opera- 
tors still  hoping  to  realize  costs  on  their  holdings, 

Federal-State  Ship-ping~Po int  Inspections  in  Indiana 

Product  1927-25  1928-29          1929-30  1930-31 

Onions  9U6  cars  1,301  cars       2, 29U  cars    2,935  cars 

Peaches  126      "  2S3    "               326    "       (No  crop) 

Strawberries  »  -    "               Hg    »            27  " 

Tomatoes  (cannery)  2,3^5  tons  g,23*+  tons      23,000  tons  85,000  tons 

Michigan  onions  (under  supervision  of  Indianapolis  office)        2^7  cars 

Mr.  Dickerson  also  submitted  a  detailed  tabulation  of  onion  inspections, 
classified  as  to  grade  and  showing  the  various  defects,   etc.    Below  are  a  few 
figures  from  this  detailed  report:- 


Classification  of  Indiana  Onions  as  to  Grade,  Pour  Seasons: 

1927-38      1938-29      1929-30  1950-3.1 

U.S.  No,.  1  Grade....'    '696       '    6 01  l,U6l  2,2^ 

U.S.  No.  1,  l-j"  min...  .  68';        371  367  153 

Total  cars  inspected?  1,301  2,29^  2,935 

6c.    NAMES    TO  BE  ADDED  TO  THE  LIST  Off  PAST -DUE  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  names  should  be  added  alphabetically  to  the  recent 
list  of  Past" Dae  Accounts:- 

F.  B.  Todd  and  Sons,  Lansing,  Michigan.  $17.33 
Kenneth  R.  Foster,  Canterbury,  N.  H.  13.00 


7c.    SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS  IN  TEXAS  '  ' 

In  a  letter  of  May  31  from  Harlingen,  Texas,  H.  T«  Longino  reported 
that  he  has  eight  inspectors  in  the  Yoakum  district,  inspecting  tomatoes, 
and  seven  men  in  the  Sugarland-Eagle  Lake  area,  inspecting  potatoes.  Some 
of  these  men  were  about  to  be  moved  to  points  north  of  Yoakum,  to  handle 
tomatoes.    The  tomato  shipping  season  in  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  is 
nearly  finished,  and  the  inspection  cre.w  will  gradually  be  transferred  to 
the  Jacksonville  district  in  eastern  Texas.    Mr.  Longino  expects  that  there 
will  be  work  in  two  districts  of  the  State  on  watermelons  and  cantaloupes 
during  July.    Total  Texas  inspections  this'  entire  season  my  exceed  25,000 
cars. 

R.  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection 


OEEICE  NOTES:  •  * 

Mr.  Butner  returned  to  his  desk  this  morning,  after  having  spent 
several  days  in  Chicago,  conferring  with  inspectors.    He  also  went  to  the 
Milwaukee  office  on  Wednesday. 

Robert  Bier  plans  to  go  to  Cape  Charles,  7a.,  on  Sunday,  from  which 
point  he  will  supervise  the  Eastern  Shore  potato  inspections. 

C.  R.  Newton,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  is  on  annual  leave  from 
June  1  until  about  June  25.    He  planned  to  spend  most  of  this  time  at  Hot 
S-prings,  Ark. 

R.  R.  Pailthorp  is  expected  back  in  Washington  this  Saturday,  June  6, 
after  his  western  trip  in  the  interest  of  standardization  work. 

R.  G.  Hill's  investigational  trip  to  North  Carolina  had  to  be  post- 
poned until  next  week,  on  account  of  unfavorable  weather  conditions  in  the 
blueberry  shipping  area. 

H.  H.  Henderson,  of  the  Norfolk  office,  is  supervising  the  shipping- 
point  inspection  work  on  potatoes  in  the  Norfolk  section  of  Virginia. 
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OPPICE  NOTES  (ContinuedV;  .    ■  , 

B,  C.  Boree  expects  to  leave  Washington  next  Monday  for  a  10  days' 
trip  on  which  he  will  confer  with  representatives  of  this  Division  and  with 
growers  and  shippers  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  re- 
garding the  market-news  work  and  crop,  prospects.    He- will  stop  at  field 
stations  and  at  the  Atlanta  office  on  this  trip. 

After  closing  the, Brownsville  field  station  of  the  Market  Hews  Serv- 
ice today,  W.  D.  Googe  will  open  the  office  at  Jacksonville,  Texas,  on 
Monday,  June  g,  to  issue  tomato  reports. 

.  M.  Peterson  closes  the  office  at  Bradenton,  Fla, ,  today  and  will 
proceed  at  once  to  Leesburg,  where  he  will  issue  watermelon  reports, 

R.  E.  Keller  has  reached' Macon,  Ga«,  and  will,  he  gin  the  news  service 
on  perches  next  Monday.-  , .   .  .. 

R.  G.  Risser  closed  the  field  station  at  Laredo,  Texas,  on  Thursday, 
and  is  now  en  route  to  Phoenix,  Arizona,  where  he  Will  issue  market  reports 
on  cantaloupes,  beginning  about.  June  25.    He  plans  to  take  a  short  period 
of  leave  after  arriving  at  Phoenix. 

J.  A,  Marks  requests  that  all  mail  in  the  future  be  sent  to  him  at 
P.O.  Box  l6G,  instead  of  Foley  Hotel,  Poley,  Ala.,  as  long  as  he  is  super- 
vising inspections  in  that  State.  1  • 

M.  W.  Baker,  of  the  Columbus  inspection  office,  was  ill  the  last  few 
days  of  this  week,  and  B.  H.  Howell  went  from  Chicago  to  substitute  for  hin, 
Mr.  Baker  hopes  to  return  to  duty  on  Monday,  June  g, 

V.  .7.  West-gate,  of  the  Omaha  office,  expects  to  leave  on  Sunday 
morning  for  Topeka,  Kans.,  where  he  will  spend  several  days  on  the  Haw  Vrlley 
potrto  tour  and  in  making  plans  for  this  season's  shipping-point  inspection 
work  on  Kansas  potatoes.    B,  H.  Rowell  will  go  from  Columbus  on  Sunday  and 
substitute  for  Mr.  West gate  at  Omaha. 

C.  P.  Dorr,  of  the  Solicitor's  office,  spent  Wednesday  in  Phila- 
delphia in  connection  with  the  P.A.C.  case  of  the  American  Fruit  Growers, 
Inc.,  vs.  P.  C.  Spadaro  &  Co. 

On  the  Market  Station  Address  List  and  the  Inspection  Station  Address 
List,  please  change  the  office  telephone  at  Hew  Orleans  from  Raymond  1975 
to  Main  69gO,  Ext.  kl. 

All  INSPECTORS  should  please  no.te  carefully  Par.  lSb  and  Par.  19"b 
in  this  Division  Letter,  These  items  relate  to  inspectors  as  much  as  to 
market-news  men, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Beattie,  of  the  Detroit  office,  was  a  visitor  to  the 
Washington  office  this  week.    She  is  on  a  vacation  trip. 

ALL  EMPLOYEES  should  give  heed  to  the  notice  appearing  at  bottom  of 
page  355  of  this  Division  Letter,  about  THURSDAY  being  the  closing  day  for 
all  material  for  the  D.L. 


tfUIEBD  STATES  DEPARTMENT  03T  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Vol.  12,  Ho,  2U  June  12,  1931 

ERUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LETTER 
(Issued  every  Friday) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Mot  for  publication 

la.    ATTENDANCE  PIT  HEARINGS  UNDER  P.A.C.  ACT 

Hearings  held  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act 
naturally  attract  a  good  deal  of  attention  and  interest.    Members  of  the 
Department's  force  have  a  proper  Interest  in  the  workings  of  this  law,  even 
though  they  have  no  responsible  part  in  its  administration.    However,  our 
experience  already  shows  that  attendance  on  these  formal  hearings  by  market- 
news  men  and  inspectors,  who  are  not  called  as  witnesses,  is  likely  to  be  mis- 
understood and  to  create  subsequent  difficulties,  particularly  in  the  collec- 
tion of  market    information.  ■ 

The  hearing  is  always  held  in  the  town  where  the  person  complained  of 
is  in  business.    Probably  in  a  large  majority  of  the  cases,  which  come  to 
public  hearing,  the  respondent  will  be  found  to  be  in  error  in  some  respect. 
A  hearing  looking  toward  disciplinary  action  by  the  Secretary  will  not  take 
place  unless  preliminary  investigation  indicates  the  probability  of  a  violatio 
of  the  Act  which  should  be  punished.    Therefore,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect 
that  in  most  of  these  hearings  the  respondent  will  be  apprehensive  and  ill  at 
ease.     If,  as  a  result  of  the  hearing,  he  feels  that  punishment  is  impending, 
he  is  likely  to  become  antagonistic  toward  all  the  representatives  of  the 
Bureau  with  whom  he  is  in  contact,  especially  those.., who  have  been  present  at 
the  hearing  and  whom  he  will  be  inclined  to  regard  as  part  of  the  force 
arrayed  against,  him.    The.  market-news  men  will;  be  the  first  to  feel  this 
antagonism  and  their  work  will  suffer  most  severely  because  of  it. 

Any  licensee,  who  is-  subjected  to  disciplinary  action  or  who  receives 
unfavorable  notoriety  a„s  the  result  of  one  of  these  public  hearings,  will  be 
able  to  enlist  the  sympathies. of  some  other  members  of  produce  row,  and  our 
market-news  representative-,  through  no  fault  of  his  own,may    find  himself  de- 
prived of  useful  sources  of  information.    This  situation  has  already  arisen 
in  one  large  market  as  the  result  of  a  case  in  which  the  Secretary's  findings 
have  not  yet  been  announced.    Market- news  men  and  inspectors  are  therefore 
instructed  not  to  attend  any  formal  hearing  or  procedure  under  the  Perishable 
Agricultural  Commodities  Act,  unless  they  are  to  be  used  as  witnesses  or 
unless  by  special  permission  from  this  office. 

WELLS  A.  SHERMAN 


2a.     STANDARD  TRADE  TERMS  DISCUSSED  AT  CONFERENCE. 

Separate  definitions  for  the  terms  "f.o.b.,"  "f.o.b.  a.ccepta.nce, "  and 
"f.o.b.  acceptance  final,"  for  inclusion  in  proposed  standard  rules  and  defi- 
nitions of  trade  terms  under  the  :  1930      I.A.C,  Act  were  suggested  by  rep- 
resentatives of  the  produce"  and  vegetable  trade,  meeting  with  officials  of 
the  Bureau  at  Washington,  June  3.    Trade  representatives  also  suggested  a. 
definition,  for  the  term  "suitahle  shipping  condition."    The  Department's 
decision  with  regard  to  definitions  of  trade  terms  for  inclusion  in  the  rules 
and  regulations  under  the  Act  will  be  announced  at  a  later  date. 
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MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


lb .    MORE  HEWS  ON  PROG-BESS  OF  EASTERN  SHORE  CROPS 

In  a  letter  of  June  6  from  Pocomoke  City,  Md.,  V.  H.  "Nicholson  sent 
the  following  additional  report  on  Eastern  Shore  crops 

"Present  conditions  indicate  that  the  movement  of  strawberries  from 
the  Eastern  Shore  will  be  rather  light  during  the  remainder  of  the  season. 
The  movement  around  Marion  and  Princess  Anne,  Maryland,  will  be  practically 
over  by  June  15.    Movement  from  Pittsville,  Maryland,  and  the  Bridgeville 
and  Shelbyville  sections  in  Delaware  will  probably  continue  until  June  20, 
although  the  crop  in  all  three  localities  is  lighter  than  last  season.  Con- 
tinued warm  weather,  however,  would  shorten  the  season  at  practically  all 
points.    Prices  have  held  at  a  rather  high  level  all  week. 

"Weather  conditions  have  been  favorable  for  the  development  of  a 
large  crop  of  potatoes  on1 'the  Eastern  Shore  this  season.    Most  shippers 
estimate  that  there  are  as  many  potatoes  as  last  season.    Shipments  from  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  during  the  193°  season  amounted  to 
nearly  20,000  carlots.    While  there  has  been  a  slight  decrease  in  acreage, 
indications  are  that  the  larger  yield  will  more  than  offset  the  decreased 
acreage.    There  has  been  some  damage  from  blight,  but  total  damage  will  be 
considerably  less  than  was  at  first  expected." 

2b .     1931  SEASON  OPENING-  FOR  COLORADO  VEGETABLES 

Bry'ce  Morris  sent  the  following  information  in  a  letter  of  June  6 
from  the  Denver  office :- 

"Recent  advices  from  the  Western  Slope  indicate  that  the  apple  crop  in 
the  North  Pork  section,  around  Montrose  and  Delta,  was  not  severely  injured 
by  the  freeze  late  in  May.    This  territory,  lying  at  a  considerably  higher 
altitude  than  Palisade  and  -Grand  Junction,  had  a  lower  temperature  than  the 
latter-named  places.    All  reports  to  date  indicate  a  heavy  crop  of  peaches 
for  the  Western  Slope  this  season.    The  June  drop  probably  will  be  heavy  on 
account  of  no  frost-damage  thinning  the  heavy  bloom. 

."The  first  Colorado  green  peas  and  Iceberg  lettuce  were  received  by 
truck  on  the  Denver  market  Friday  and  Saturday  of  this  week.    Next  week  will 
see  liberal  supplies,  especially  of  peas,  which  will  shut  out  West  Coast 
stock.  ' 

"Growing  conditions  for  crops  in  the  State  have  been  good  recently, 
with  light  rains  over  most  of  the  territory  during  the  week.    Recent  advices 
from  Loveland  and  Longmont  indicate  that  the  snowfall  on  Long's  Peak  and 
other  tributary  water-sheds  is  above  normal  for  this  time  of  year.  This 
would  indicate  plenty  of  water  for  the  1931  season  in  northern  Colorado." 


3b.    ADDITIONAL  SUMMARIES  ISSUED 

During  the  past  week,  -  the  Washington  office  issued  a  new  summary: 
"Marketing  North  Carolina "Peaches,  1930  Season,"  by  R.  E.  Keller. 

The  San  Francisco  office  has  published  an -additional  summary: 
"Marketing  California  Fresh  Plums  and  Prunes,  1930  Season,"  by  C.  J.  Hansen 
and  0.  W.  Holmes. 


1+To .    A  DISCOURAGIH&  CANTALOUPE  SEASON  II.  IMPERIAL  VALLEY 

A.  E.  Prugh  sent  the  following  report  from  Brawl ey,  Calif.,  on  June  8;- 

"Last  Thursday,  June  H,  everyone  expected  cantaloupe  shipments  to  de- 
crease, "but  instead  they  increased  from  '226  on  the  Jrd.  to- 255  ^e  ^th,  283 
the  5th;  328  the  6th  and  319  the  7th.    Total  shipments  including  cantaloupes, 
Honey  Dews,  Honey  Balls  and  mixed  melons  On  June  6  Were  hj>l  cars.    The  cause 
of  this  unexpected  increa.se  was  the  late'covered  acreage  yielding  heavily  on 
account  of  jumbo  sizes.    Picking-had  also  started  on  the  uncovered  acreage  that 
was  planted  "before  the  rains  in  February.    With  52,000  acres  in  the  Valley, 
it  is  difficult  to  predict  movement  from  one  day  to  another, 

"The  f  •Ofl^-tgg'Sl1  price  dropped  to  $1~$1.15  on  the  6th,  with  some  spies 
as  low  as  90^/basis  of  standard  k^s.    Today,  June  8,  buyers  are  offering  as 
lew  as  75^>  kut  the  market  apparently  will  be  %5$*4±, 

"Standard  1+5's'  sold  in  Hew  York  today  as  low  as  $2.    After  deducting  .  ' 
freight  and  commission,  this  would  net'  back  to  the  shipper  about  30^,  ^n(l  it 
costs  at  least  $1.50  to  grow,  harvest' and' pack  this  covered  acreage.  The 
present  deal  is  the  worst  marketing  disaster  ever  experienced  in  the  Valley. 
June  7  original  billings  of  3*+8  cars  to  eastern  markets  showed  movement  to 
only  30  points.    Hew  York  City  has  been  getting  75  ^o  90  cars  a  day,  according 
to  our  distribution  table  after  9th  day  diversions  hove  been  made. 

"Recently  there  has  been  a  good  demand  for  precooled  'ripes5  for  ship- 
ment to  eastern  markets.    These  precooled,  full~slip  melons  are  fully  matured 
when  shipped,  have  their  maximum  sugar,  content . and  full  flavor.     I  hear  that 
one  shipper  has  been  shipping  these  melons  to  Hew  York  all  season;  and  I  note 
a  few  always  quoted  much  higher  on  that    market  than  the  average  quality. 
Today  I  noticed  Detroit  quoted  precooled  melons  50^-75^  higher.    With  f.o.b. 
price  on  half-slips  or  'fancy1  melons: 'Saturday  $1~$.1.15,  the  'ripe'  market 
was  $1 .20-$l  .25.'    In  some  cases  the  shipper  paid  the  precooling  charge  of  $25 
and  sometimes  the  buyer  paid  it.    Ho  doubt  next  year  precooling  will  increase, 
if  any  shippers  remain  in- -the  Valley  after  this  deal. 

"Honey  -Dews  and  Honey  Balls  have  not  come  on  very  rapidly;  in  fact 
there  was  a  decrea.se  in  shipments  from  the  6th  to  7th-  •  Hights  have  been  cool, 
with  a  minimum  down  to  650  on  the  8th,  and  from  the  l+th  to  the  Jth  the 
mamimum  has  been  around  9O0 .    This  is  quite  a  drop  from  IO90  the 'last  few 
days  in  May.    Honey  Balls  have  been  selling  mostly  at  $2.25  f.o.b.,  standard- 
U5  basis  in  straight  and  mixed  cars.    Honey  Dews  ranged  75?M>1»  according  to 
ripeness  and  sizes.    They  are  selling  at  a.  wide  range  of  prices  in  Hew  York. 

"Watermelon  shipments  increased  to  JO  cars  on  June  6.    The  f.o.b.- 
price  today  is  $15-$ IS  per  ton  on  1-1—18  pound  average.    A  week  ago  the  range 
was  $27.5°~$30.    Distribution  has  already  extended  to  90  markets,  mostly  in 
western  and  Pacific  Coast  States  and'  Canada,  although  a  few  cars  have  gone  to 
Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Kansas  City,  Omaha  and  Lincoln.    The  late  Florida,  and 
Texas  season  has  permitted  these  cars  to  move  that  far  erst.    The  Klondikes 
are  cutting  good. 

"Tomato  movement  is  expected  to  be  over  this  week.    About  6  cars  went 
out  Saturday  and  2  Sunday.    About  22,700  crates  and  lugs  arrived  in  Los  Angeles 
today  by  truck  from  Imperial,  Coachella  and  Orange  County.    The  market  there 
broke  to  50^-60^  for  5x5  and  5x6  lugs.  •  . 

"A  few  cars  of  carrots  continue  to  move;  U  cars  out  the  6th.  Some 
carrot  markets  showed  strength  last  week. 

"Last  week  a  few  Thompson  Seedless  grapes"  were  picked.    These  grapes 
will  probably  move  in  car --lots  next  week." 
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5"b.    NORTH  CAROLINA'  POTATO  MOVEMENT  BECOMING  ACTIVE 

",  ..In  view  of  .the  fact  that  North  Carolina  is  now  the  leading  State  in 
shipments  of  potatoes,  with  673  cars  on  Wednesday,  the  following  letter  of 
June  g  fro;.:  E.  F.  Willson,  at  Elizabeth '•  City,  is  of  interest;- 

"The  North' Carolina  potato  movement  is  well-  started  and  every  indica- 
tion points  to  a  record  yield  per  acre. 

"The  present  outlook  is  for  f.o.b.  prices  which  will  average  less  than 
one-half  of  those  of  a  year  ago.     In  1930,  the  price 'range  for  the  first  week 
was  $H.25~$5>  f.o.b.  usual  terns,  for  cloth-top  stave  barrels,,  while  this 
season  the  range  of  prices  for  a  corresponding  period  in  the  Mount  Olive  sec- 
tion and  southern  part  of  the  State  has  beeii  $1.75~$2.    There  Is  keen  competi- 
tion in  all  of  the  midwestern  markets,  -as'  both  Alabama  and  Louisiana  are 
shipping  heavily . 

"Every  effort  is  being  made  to  at  least  curtail  North  Carolina  movement 
until  South  Carolina  is  out  of  the  way.    Apparently  the  opportune  time  for  this 
State  to  move  the  bulk  of  its  potatoes  will  be  in  the  period  from  June  10  to 
20,  or  until  Virginia,  is  well  started.     If  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma  are  a  little 
late,   it  will  aid  materially  in  providing  ah  outlet  in  the  middle-western 
States*  .Active  movement  in  Elizabeth  City  section  will  not  begin  until  the 
latter  part  of  this  week." 

6b.    POTATO  NEWS  FROM  MT.  OLIVE  SECTION,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

R.  L.  Sutton  wrote  in  part  as  follows  from  the  field  station  at 
Mt.  Olive  on  June  9;~ 

"Marketing  of  the -potato  crop  from  southern  and  eastern  North  Carolina 
was  somewhat  delayed  .in .getting  under  way.  -  The  digging  in  the  district  around 
Mt .  Olive  is  still;  in  its  earlier  stages,  the  bulk  of  the  volume  originating 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  around  Aurora  and  Beaufort.    Shippers  at 
this  point  have  been  urging  the  growers'  to  prolong  the  digging  of  their  crops 
until  the  heavy  volume  from  South  Carolina  has  moved.    F.o.b.  prices  have  been 
very  unsr>ti.sf pctory,  -  so  much  so  that  the  growers  did  not  need  much  urging 
to  hold  off  for  a  while,  hoping  that  conditions  will  be  improved  in  the  near 
future.    Fields  in  this  section  appear  to  be  in  excellent  condition.  The 
vines  are  healthy  <nnd  abundant  and  in  most  cases  still  green." 


7b .    ALABAMA  POTATOES  ABOUT  .FINISHED 

,    W.  D.  Hull  sent  the  following  letter  from  Mobile  on  June  S:- 

"Alabana  has  shipped  over  3,S00  cars  of  -potatoes .    The  movement  this 
week  will  put  the  season  total  well  over  the  k'\  000-mark,  which  will  establish 
a  new  record  for  shipments  of  potatoes  from  the  State.    Only  2,730  cars  were 
marketed  last  year.    Shipments  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  June  6,  were  9°0 
cars.    This  is  the  second  heaviest  week  of  the  season. 

"Movement  from  Baldwin  County  held  up  remarkably  well  last  week,  with 
about  half  of  the  daily  shipments  originating  there.    Digging  is  practically 
finished  in  that  section  now,  so  the  bulk  of  'this  week's  loadings  will  be  in 
Mobile  and  Escambia  counties.    The  State  Farm  at  Atmore'j.  which  commenced 
digging  a  tract  of  700  acres  last  Monday,  reports  yields  of  a  carload  to 
every  two  acres, 

."Under  pressure  of  heavy  shipments  from  competing ' sections,  the  Alabama 
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f.o.b.  market  weakened.    On  Thursday  and  Friday,  when  the  carlot  movement 
from  other  sections  was  at  its  perk,  Alabnna  U.S.  No.  1  Bliss  Triumphs  s.old 
a6  lov;  as  85?;  per  100-pound  sack,  on  f.o.b.  usual  terns  "basis.    No twi th standi 
ing  heavy  shipments,  the  demand  for  Alabama  potatoes  was  good  throughout  the 
week.    On  Saturday,  • operators  reported  an  increased  wire- inquiry  for  'red1 
potatoes,  and  nany  dealers  did  not  have  enough  cars  to  fill  their  orders. 
Saturday  afternoon  there  was  a  firner  feeling  to  the  market.     The  dealers 
agreed  to  quote  $1  Monday  morning,  feeling  confident  that,  with  lighter  move- 
ment in  prospect,   they  would  Toe  successful  in  raising  the  price.    Quality  has 
"been  very  good  during  the  past  two  weeks,  although  now  there  are  reports  of 
some  s ten-end  rot  and  wire-worm  injury. 

"Shipments  of  cucumbers  were  215  cars  last  week.    As  a  result  of  the 
hot  dry  weather  causing  injury  to  the  vines,  movement  this  week  will  "be  very 
much  lighter.    Quality  is  also  deteriorating,  as  the  vines  are  drying  up. 
Prices  were  better  during  the  latter  part  of  week,  under  the  influence  of 
increased  demand  and  lighter  supplies. 

"Movement  of  sweet  corn  will  commence  from  Baldwin  County  this  week. 
This  crop  also  is  showing  the  effects  of  the  dry  weather.    First  shipments 
will  he  of  ordinary  quality,  the  corn  being  rather  small  and  not  very  well 
filled." 


Sb>.  •  WATERMELON  SEASON  BECOMING;  ACTIVE  IN  FLORIDA 

R.  M.  Peterson  sent  the  following  letter  from  Leesburg,  Fla.,  on 
June  9J~ 

"The  watermelon  crop  in  the  Leesburg  district  is  light  and  movement 
promises    to  be  of  short  duration.     It  is  generally  felt  that  rain  is  needed 
to  increase  the  size,  but  the  melons  are  now  in  favorable  carrying  condition, 
and  rains  this  week  may  do  more  harm  than  good.    Loadings  increased  consider- 
ably yesterday,  but  are  expected  to  be  lighter  today,  with  a  fairly  rapid  in- 
crease the  remainder  of  the  week.     The  peak  movement  for  this  section  should 
occur  early  next  week.    The  sizes,   thus  far,  have  run  heavily  to  28-pound 
average  and  larger,  but  size  is  rapidly  falling  off  and  most  of  the  crop  will 
average  from  2*4-  to  28  pounds.     The  high  prices  of  last  week  have  taken  a 
sharp  decline.    Demand  was  slow  yesterday  and  very  few  sales  were  made,  with 
a  wide  range  in  prices.    The  situation  is  unsettled.    Most  buyers  feel  that 
the  markets  will  not  take  the  melons  at.  present  asking-prices,  and  the  ship- 
pers are  not  vailing  to  cut  prices  enough  to  interest  the  local  cash  buyers. 
As  a  result,  most  cars  are  rolling  to  diversion  points. 

"Melons  north  of  the  Leesburg  district  are  advancing  rapidly.    A  few 
cars  have  been  loaded  from  around  Ocala,   and  loading  will  start  today  in  the 
Gainesville-Trenton  district,  with  quite  heavy  movement  expected  next  week. 
A  better  yield  is  expected  from  this  district  and  the  sizes  will  probably  run 
larger.    Quite  haavy  rains  were  reported  yesterday  between  Gainesville  and 
Ocala.    The  nothern  Florida  and  southern  Georgia  district  will  start  hauling 
during  the  week  ending  June  27,  according  to  present  indications,  but  there 
is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  how  fast  shipments  will  increase  in  that 
section.    The  fields  are  very  dry  and  the  yield  is  likely  to  be  light,  with 
mostly  small  melons,  unless  general  rain  occurs,  within  the  next  week  or 
ten  days." 
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9"b.    NEWS  ON  OKLAHOMA.  AMD  -ARKANSAS  POTATOES 

Oil  his  recent  trip  to  producing  districts  of  Oklahoma,  and  Arkansas, 
R.  E.  Cor  "bin  wrote  the  following  letter  from  Little  Rock  on  June  7  i- 

"The  potato  crop  around  Muskogee  and  Ft.  Smith  has  been  held  hack  by 
weather  conditions,  -  late  frosts  and  local  droughts.    The  Arkansas  crop  may 
"be  about 1 the  same  as  l,*>st  year,  with  a  considerahle  increase  in' non-commercial 
acreage  for  home  consumption,  in  compliance  with  a  program  of  diversification 
and  'grow  your  own  food1  propaganda,  carried  on  by  the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  the  County -Agent's,,  following  the  drought  distress  of  last' 
year .  -  " 

"At  Muskogee,   I  was  informed  by  a  representative  of  the  Growers'  Asso- 
ciation that  the  crop  in  five  counties,  -  Bryan,  Choctaw,  Pushmataha, 
Mc  Cur  tain,'  parts  of  Toka  (?)  and  also  the  southern  part  of  Pittsburg  County, - 
is  injured  by  drought.-    Around  Latimer  and  Lc  Flore  counties,  there  have  been 
75  days  with  practically  no  rrin.    Muskogee,  Wagoner,  Sequoyah,  Haskell  and 
Mcintosh  counties  will  run  about  the  same  as  last  year.    His  estimate  was  for 
1,000  cars  under  last  year  for  the  whole  State.    Shipments  in  1930  were 
2,73°  cars.    Others  think'  that  the  estimated  reduction  is  too  great,  hut  all 
factors  agree  that  the  shipments  will  be  lighter  than  last  season.  -Growers 
in  the  locality  of  Ft.  Gibson  stated  that,  unless  they  had  rain  within  a  week 
(Thursday,  June  U),  their  potatoes  would  be  only  1+0^  of  a  crop. 

"I  examined  many  hills  .of  potatoes  and. found  nothing  over  l-l/2  to 
1-3A  inches  vat  that  time,  with  the  vines  still  fully  green.  The-potatoes 
were  very  immature.    No  doubt  a  few  growers  will  try  to  rush  the  season  by 
digging  too  early,  as  usual.    And,  of  course,   there  may  be  more  mature 
potatoes  than  any  I  happened  to  see. 

"As  far  as  I  have  gone  with  the  -work  on  peaches,  I  have  found  very 
good  interest  in  the  matter- and  complete  cooperation  from  all  factors  with 
Y/hom  I  have  talked.    The  State  Department  at  Little  Rock  will  pay  for  a  day- 
letter  from  Kansas  City  giving  shipments  and  a  few  important  markets,  which 
will  be  relayed  at  their  own  expense  to  various  growers  and  shippers1  asso- 
ciations over  the  State.     In  addition,  the  newspapers  are  cooperating  fully 
in  advertising  the  news  service. 


10b.    A  SUMMARY  OF  NEW  YORK  SHIPMENTS  ■ 

On  the  last  page  of  all  reports  issued  at  the  Rochester  office  on  the 
final  day  of  the  season,  May  23,  A.  L.  Thomas  published  a  summary  of  Hew  York 
State  shipments  of  10  important  products,  showing  the  movement  for  each  of 
the  past  10  shipping  seasons.    It  is:a  good  comparison. 

lib.     DISTRIBUTION  OF  FLORIDA  CITRUS  FRUITS 

Under  date  of  May  23,  H.  F.  Will  son  released  his  usual  summary  on  the 
distribution  of  Florida  citrus  fruits.     This  latest  report,  including  21 
long  pages,  covers  the  1930-31  season,  with  comparative  figures  for  1$'23~295 
when  the  crop  was  comparable  in  size  to  that  of  1930.    Separate  tabulations 
are  given  for  orrnges,  grapefruit,   tangerines  and  mixed  citrus.     The  destina- 
tions of  shipments  are  listed  by  States  and  towns,  and  some  very  interesting 
comparisons  are  made.     The  summary  shows  the  distribution  of  more  than 
67,000  cars  of  Florida  citrus  fru.it. 
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12b.    CANADIAN  TARIFF  INCREASED  OH  CITRUS  FRUITS 

The  Canadian  Government  placed  a  duty  on  oranges,  effective  June  2, 
1931,  of  35^  per  cubic  foot.    This  applies  to  oranges  imported  from  all 
countries  sxe'dpt  those  of  the  British  E.pire,   to  which  the  British  Prefer- 
ential Tariff  applies..   Oranges  are  admitted  free  of  duty  from  these  (British) 
countries.    On  a  "box  "basis,  the  duty  is  equivalent  to  about  lOft  for  Florida- 
type  "boxes  and  64^  for  Calif  orni  a  "boxes,  calculated  on  the  cubico.l  contents 
of  the  boxes.-  (information  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division) 

1 3b .      A  DISCOURAGING  MARKET  OUTLOOK  FOR  NORTHWESTERN  CHERRIES 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  Mrs.  Li  B.  Gerry,  of 
the  Spokane  office,   sent  the  following  information  on  cherries  on  June  H:« 

"Advice  from  Oregon  indicates  that  no  prices  are  being  set  and  there 
seems  to  be  absolutely  no  buying  of  Oregon  cherries.    The  Mil ton-Free water 
district  expects  to  ship  the  first  car  of  .Tartarian  cherries  today,  and  the 
bl&ck  cherry  shipments  will  not  exceed  30  cars.     There  has  been  no  improve- 
ment in  the  size  of  the  crop.    At  the  present  time,  there  is  absolutely  no 
price  of  any  kind  being  offered  for  cherries.    Reports  indicate'  that  the 
packing  company,  .which  has  been  handling  the  Royal  Ann  crop  in  that  district 
for  a  great  many  years,  does  not  want  to  handle  the  cherries  at  all  this 
year.    Reports  also  indicate  that  growers  in  .the  Lewiston  district  are  being- 
offered  2$  per  pound,  but  they  prefer  to  let  the  cherries  hang  on  the  trees 
if  they  cannot  get  above  that  amount .    So  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn,  no 
prices  are  being  offered  in  the  Yakima  Valley." 

l4b .    A  LARGE  CROF  OF  PEACHES  IN  ILLINOIS 

Illinois  this  year  expects  more  than  4, 000, 000  bushels  of  peaches, 
compared  with  a  crop  of  3,600,000  bushels  in  1929  and  a  five-year  average  of 
1,904,000  bushels.    The  following  letter  from  W.  H.  Hall,  of  the  Chicago 
office,   is  of  interest  in  this  connection.     It  was  written  on  June  9'*" 

"I  an  just  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Arthur  P.  Holt,  Superintendent 
of  Agriculture,  Springfield,   111 v  in  which  he  requests  that  we  furnish  the 
State  with  a  market  news  service  on  peaches.    For  three  consecutive' seasons 
we  furnished  this  service,  although  it  was  abandoned  last  year  because  of  the 
complete  failure  of  the  Illinois  crop.     Indications  are  that  perch  shipments 
this  season  may  exceed  the  record  movement  of  4,700  cars  in  1929.    The  move- 
ment usually  begins  between  the  5th  and  l^th  of  August  and  continues  for 
about  five  weeks.  " 


15b.     TEXAS  TOMATOES  TRUCKED  TO  CHICAGO 

Par-.  3b  on  page  '3+1  of  the  D.L.  for  May  29  mentioned  the  hauling. of 
tomatoes  from  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas  to  Chi. ergo  by  motor-truck. 
C.  D.  Schoolcraft,  who  sent  the  original,  news  item,  has  now  submitted  a  clip- 
ping, which  tolls  of  the  arrival  of  that  truckload  of  tomatoes  on  the  Chicago 
market.    During  the  progress  of  the  1,600-mile  trip,  the  driver  sold  some  of 
his  310  lug  boxes  of  tomatoes  enroute.     The  110  lugs  remaining  were  sold  in 
Chicago  to  a  certain  dor.ler  for  only  $1.50  each,  which  was  considerably  less 
than  the  truck-driver  hoped  to  realize. 

WENDELL  CALHOUN, 
Marketing  Specialist. 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


S  tat  ion 

Mail 
List 

In  Charge 

Renorts 

first 

Bui let  in 

Probably 
will  close 

BRAWLEY,  GAL IE.** 

80S 

A 

E . 

Ptii  P"h 

Cants.  ■ 

May  6  : 

3~o  lv 

11 

Planters  Hotel  Bldg. 

f-Melons  ■ 

June  1 

July 

11 

CRYSTAL  SPRINGS.,  MISS., 

S09 

•R 

Vegs.*  : 

May  5  i 

June 

J 

City  Hall 

Tomatoes  : 

June  3  : 

July 

3  11 

POCOMOKE  CITY,  MD.** 

S7S 

v 

V  . 

w 

T\Ti  pVidT  ?nn 

S  tbr . 

May  21 

Juno 

20 

Peninsula  Bldg.  . 

Potatoes 

June  10 

Aug. 

1 

Cucumbers 

July  6 

July 

25 

-Cants . 

Aug.  3 

Aug. 

15 

MONETT,  MO.** 

S57 

w 

vv . 

n 

lr» 

j.rioinpbun 

Stbr. 

:  May  26 

tj*u  n.6 

18 

First  Natl. Bank  Bldg 

MT.  OLIVE,  N.  C.** 

810A 

T> 
XV. 

T 

ii. 

button 

Potatoes 

I  June  k 

„Ti  i*n  P 

P.  0.  Box  2b6 

ELIZABETH  CITY,  N.  C.** 

S10 

H. 

F. 

Willson 

■  June 

27  j 

Cham"ber  of  Commerce 

JACKSONVILLE,  TEXAS** 

Sll 

1. 

D. 

Googe 

; Tomatoes 

■  June  S 

:  July 

3 

LEESBURG-,  FLA.** 

912 

R. 

M. 

Peterson 

jW-melons 

:  June  S 

•  June 

27 

City  Hall  Bldg. 

MACON,  ■ GA.** 

S33 

R. 

E. 

Keller 

.Peaches 

•  June  S 

:  Aug. 

1 

Hi  "5  Ga.  Casualty  Bld£. 

The  following  station  probably  will  open  on  date  indicated; 


PHOENIX,  ARIZ.** 

602  Security  Bldg. 


:S15 


R.  G.  Risser 


Cants . 


Juno 25." 


July  25 


The  following  station  closes  on  date  indicated: 


MOBILE,  ALA.** 

Post  Office  Bldg. 


92U 


W.  D.  Hull 


potatoes 
■Cucumbers 


May  11 
May  19 


June  13 
June  13 


**  State  cooperating 


*  Reports  discontinued 


W.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco  A.  M.-  McDowell  in  St.  Louis 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Denver  R.  G.  Risser  on  leave 

W.  D.  Hull  to  come  to  Washington  office . 
FIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 
in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  da.te. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE  - 


lc.    PORTO  RICAN  WORK  MAKING-  ENCOURAGING  FRO  CRESS 

In  a  letter  dated  May  29  at  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  A.  S.  Mason,  Super- 
vising Inspector,  sent  the  following  news  items;- 

" It  has  been  very  gratifying  to  get  several  letters  of  recommendation 
from  European  receivers  of  Porto  Rican  fruit,  approving  the  grading  of  our 
citrus  fruit.     In  their  letters,  they  all  state  thay  they  have  noted  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  quality.     Some  of-  then- enclosed  circulars  which  they  have 
sent  out  to  their  trade,  and  in  which  they  are  quoting  the  grapefru.it  as 
U.S.  No.  1  Bright,  U.S.  No.  1  and  U.S.  No.  2  and  are  printing  quality  state- 
ments from  our  certificates  on  these 'trade  circulars.     I  have  had  oyer  20 
requests  from  receivers  in  England  and  Germany  for  copies  of  the  citrus  grades. 

"One  large  company  has  contracted  approximately  100,000  "boxes  of  citrus 
fruit  here,  all  of  which  contracts  are  based  upon  the  fruit  meeting  quality 
requirements  of  the  respective  U.S.  grades  and  requiring  a  certificate  of  in- 
spection attached  to  the  hill  of  lading. 

"With  respect  to  the  New  York  market,  the  growers  here  realize  very 
thoroughly  the  need  of  regulating  the  volume  of  shipments  each  week  to  keep 
from  breaking  that  market.    At  a  meeting  of  growers  on  May  2S,  representing 
about  85$  °f  the  tonnage,  it  was  agreed  to  pro-rate  the  shipments  each  week. 
They  also  agreed  to  pool  all  shipments  of  fruit  shipped  out  of  New  York.  It 
is  the  Committee's  idea  that  domestic  shipments  for  the  next  12  weeks  should 
run  between  U0,000  and  50,000  boxes,  consisting  of  SG's  and  larger,  all  96 ls 
and  smaller  to  be  shipped  on  direct  bill  of  lading  to  European  markets. 
European  shipments  will  also  consist  of  considerable  SO  sizes  and  larger,  as, 
during  the  tourist  season  in  Europe,  there  seems  to  be  a  rather  good  demand 
for  a  certain  amotait  of  6U,  70,  and  SO  sizes. 

"Porto  Rican  growers  have  he  false  illusion  about  obtaining  high 
prices  like  they  did  last  year  on  the  domestic  market,  but  it  is  their  inten- 
tion to  ship  out  of  New  York  enough  fruit  to  hold  the  New  Y0rk  market  on 
U.S.  No.  1  grapefruit  at  about  $H  per  box." 


2c .    NSW  JERSEY  BERRIES  AND  PEAS  BEING  INSPECTED 

The  following  excerpt  is  from  a  letter  of  June  9,  written  by  W.  C. 
Lynn  at  the  Trenton  office :~ 

"We  have  started  our  inspection  work  in  New  Jersey  earlier  than  usual, 
because  of  the  fact  that  our  auction  markets  at  Cedarville  and  RoSenhayn 're- 
quested this  service,  beginning  on  strawberries.    We  are  now  making  some  in- 
spections of  both  strawberries  and  peas  at  theoe  markets." 

3 c •    BANKRUPTCY  NOTICE 

We  are  in  receipt  of  information  that  the  Castigliola  Produce  Company, 
109  Poydras  St.,  New  Orleans,  La.,  closed  recently  and  receivers  have  been 
appointed.    Any  unpaid  bills  against  this  company  should  be  forwarded  to 
Washington  for  collection. 
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kc,    INSPECTIONS  III  FLORIDA  DURING  LAST  HALF  OF  MY 

The  following  sunnary  is  taken  fron  a  report  by  0.  G.  Strauss  and  covers 

shipping-point  inspections  in  Florida  during  the  second  half  of  May: 

.  FRUITS ;   

Grapefruit    Oranges    Tangerines  Mixed  Total 
Fruit  inspections  May  16-31 :        .  20              ]4S             .  -  .2  70 

"  "   "  to  May  15:       509  667    .      JK)  3U2  1558 

»  »    thru  May  529  715  U0  3¥+  162S 

VEGETABLES : 

.    .    Cab-  Car-  Cel-  .  .  .  .    Pep-  Iota-   ,  .  .,  Tona- 

Beets  hage  rots  ery  Cukes  Letc .  pcrs  toes  Stbr .  toes  Mixed  Total 

May  16-31:         -  3       33     -        -     277'   >  1  399* 

to  May  15:      __1    _2S    _g  h09\      JM5_    22      Jol  '  _86H  129    ^£  5^37 

thru.  May  31:      1      28       8  U067       78    22    .    6l    llUl  179     .  213    35  5636* 

■     Total  fruit  and  vegetable  inspections,  May  l6~31 '  ^65 
Season  total  tlirough  May  31 !  -    1^94 . 
*Including  1  car^  of  beans,  May  16-31. 


5c.    HEAVY  INSPECTION  WORK  ON  ARKAITSAS  PEACHES  ABOUT  TO  START 

The  following  is  quoted  fron  a  letter  of  June  6,  written  by  G.  W, 
Winfrey  at  Monett,  Mo,:- 

"I  an  starting  one  nan  on  some  60  cars  of  Early  Wheeler  peaches  in 
eastern  Arkansas  the  latter  part  of  next  week.    Until  the  Nashville  peach  deal 
begins,  reports  on  cars  inspected  in  Arkansas  will  be  filed  at  Van  Buren.  We 
have  tentative  applications  for  inspection  of  sone  2,000  cars  of  Elbertas  and 
probably  will  receive  some  nore  soon.    These  are  largely  in  the  Nashville 
district,  but  some  cars  all  over  the  State." 

6c.   shipping-point  inspections  in  Mississippi 

The  following  figures  are  taken  fron  a  report  by  F.  S.  Kinsey,  Super- 
vising inspector  at  Crystal  Springs,  showing  Mississippi  inspections  to  May  31: 

Peas'      Cabg . 


Beets 

Beans 

Pots. 

Mixed  Veg.  - 

Stbr. 

Total 

5 

.  5 

22 

3 

k 

1S9 

6 
61 

112 
1150  . 

22 

3 

193 

67 

1262 

Apr.  22-30 :  S5  17 
May  1-31-  l!±3_  727 

22S  ..7H4- 

Mr.  Kinsey  added  this  Gonneirt:- 

"The  above  really  does  not  tell  the  whole  story.    We  have  inspected 
enough  truckloads  of  vegetables  to  nake  300  or  kOO  nore  cars,-  loads  which  did 
not  nake  .grade  and  which' went  into  'Ho.  2*  cars,  as  they  are  locally  terned. 
In  nany  cases,  shippers  do  not  want  certificates  on  these  'No. 
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7c.    ADDITIONS  FOR  LIST  OF  PAST-DUE  ACCOUNTS         .  . 

The  fol-lo.wing  names  should  be  added,  in  alphabetical  order,  to  the 
June  1  list  of  Past-Due  Accounts  in  each  office :- 

Castigliola  Produce  Company,  109  Poydras  St.,  New  Orleans  $13-00 

E .  B.  Miller  Agency,  Toppenish, v Wash.  $12.00 

'Geo.,  F.'Ensey,  -  Tropic,  11a.  $1.00 

V.  A.  Belli,  107  Poster  St Worcester,  Mass.    $5. 70 

E.  A.  Murphy,  Caribou,  Maine  ,  •  .  .$1.00 


Sc .     INSPECTION  NOTES  jROM  IDAHO 

L.  C-.  Schultz,  Supervising  Inspector  at  Boise,  Idaho,  .left  on  last 
Monday  for  a  trip  to  the  Idaho  Falls  section  of  the"  State,   in  connection  with 
inspection  work.    Before  starting,  he  wrote  the  following  letter  under  date 
of  June  h 

"Our  potato  {Shipments  are  practically  at  an  end,  although,  there  will 
be  scattered  cars  moving  until  the  middle  of  June  or  later.    We  expect  to      ■■  % 
start  fresh  pea  inspections  Friday  or  Saturday  of  this  week,  and  the  move- 
ment will  be  general  by  next  Monday,  June  8.    This  crop  is  being  shipped  in 
an  increased  amout  each  year  and  it  is  generally  estimated  that  there  is 
sufficient  acreage  planted  this  season  to  ship  better  than  500  cars.    We  do 
not  get  inspections  011 1he  majority  of  this  crop;however ,  as  it  is  handled 
under  the  contract  system.    But  the  dealers  are.  increasing  their  acreage  each 
year,  and  we  hope  to  secure  a  much  larger  percentage  of  the  fresh  pea  move- 
ment in  the  near  future.     It  is  expected  that  the  movement  of  sweet  cherries 
will  start  both  at  Emmet t  and  Lewiston  sometime  during  the  week  of  June  15. 
After  getting  the  work  started  at  Ernmett,  ■  I  will  make  a  trip  to  the  north 
end  of  the  State,  covering  the  Lewiston  and  Juliaetta  sections. 

"Our  total  inspections  for  the  present  fiscal  year  will  amount  to 
slightly  more  than  "the  estimated  35,000,  'as  up  to  June  1  we  had  3^,840  cars." 


9c .    NOTES  ON  CALIFORNIA  INSPECTION  WORK 

The  following  items  have  been  taken  from  California  Inspectors'  Notes, 
dated  June  5  at  Sacramento :- 

Including  39  ships ide  inspections  in  San  Francisco,  total  for  the 
month  of  fey  was  2,913  inspections.    The  leading  districts  were:    Los  Angeles 
735,  Shafter  566,  Watsonville  326,  Santa  Maria- Guadalupe  315,  Salinas  303, 
I nd i  0  2U  9 ,  S  an  Jos  e-Hayward  21 1 . 

Practically  all  of  the  No.  1  Bermuda  onions  have  been  harvested  and 
shipped  from  the  Coachella  Valley.    The  remainder  of, the  crop  is  mostly 
boilers  and  onions  culled  from  the  Ne.  l's. 

From  HO  to  50  cars  are  being,  certified  daily  in  the  Los"  Angeles  dis- 
trict.   Most  of  these  are  cars  of  celery  in  the    Venice  section. 

R.  C.  Butner, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection 


NOTE :    The  monthly  tables  of  inspections  in  terminal  markets  and  for 
the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  will  be  published  in  the  next  Division  Letter. 
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TELiPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  OF  '"SnIPPlNG-PQiNT  INSPECTION  WORK 


.   Approximate  date  of 

State 

Supervisor 

Products 

Opening 

Closing 

LOUISIANA: 

H.  S.  Moles, 
'University  Station/ 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 

:  Vegetables 

:  Nov .  5 

June  30 

TEXAS: 

H.  T.  Longino, 

Chamber  of  Commerce, 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

j  Vegetables 

Nov.  20 

June  20 

PORTO  RICO:.  . 

A.  S.  Mason, 

402  Ochoa  Blag. , 
San  Juan,  P.  R. 

j  Citrus 

•  Apr.  1 

Nov.  1 

ALABAMA : 

J.  A.  Marks, 
P.O.  Box  166 
Foley,.  Ala. 

.  Vegetables 

Apr.  13 

June  20 

MISSISSIPPI: 

P.  S.  Kinsey, 

Crystal  Springs,  Miss. 

Vegetables 

Apr.  20 

July  1 

OKLAHOMA  AND 
ARKANSAS : 

G.  W.  Winfrey, 
Muskogee,  Okla. 

Fruits  and 
Vegetables 

Apr.  27 

July  15  J 

NORTH  CAROLINA: 

C-..  R.  Warren, 

c/o  State  Div.  of 
Markets, 

Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Potatoes 

June  1 

June  20 

1 

GEORGIA: 

0.  G.  Strauss, 

Ul3  First  Natl.  Bank, 
Macon,  Ga. 

Peache s 

May  25 

July  15 

VIRGINIA: 

H.  H.  Plenderson, 

30^1-  Southern  Produce 
Building,  .  ; 
Norf  olk, '  Va.  ; 

Potatoes 

June  1 

June  25 

Robert  Bier,"  j 
Cape .Charles,  Ya. 

Potatoes 

June  S 

July  10 

Reports  on  southern  Indiana  strawberries  can  be  had  from  J.E.  Dickerson, 

at  the  Indianapolis  office. 

Reports  on  Arkansas  peaches  can  be  had  from  the  Federal-State  Inspection 

Service,  Van  Buren,  Arkansas. 
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S  T ANDARD  I ZAT I  OH  AND  RESEARCH 


1  d .     INTERPRETATION  0?  SIZE  RE^UIRSIvZENTS.  IN  NORTHSRN-G-ROWN  ONION  GRADES 

U.S.  ITo.  1  grr.de  requires  that  "Unless  otherwise  specified"  the 
minimum  diameter  shr.ll  he  l-l/s  inches  and         or  more  of  the  onions  shall  be 
over  3  inches  in  diameter.    The  "Unless  otherwise  specified"  applies  to  both 
the  1-1/2  inch  minimum  and  the  kofo  over  2  inches. 

The  question  has  been  asked  whether  or  hot  onions  can  be  certified  as 
U.S.  No.  1  when  the  minimum  diameter  is  1-1  /  2  inches  but  the  lot  contains  less 
.than  hofo  over  2  inches  in  diameter.    Such  certification  is  permissible,  if  the 
percentage  of  onions  over  2  inches  is  mentioned  in  connection  with  the-  grade, 
as  "U.S.  No.  1,  20$  over  2  inches." 

The  question  has  also  been  asked  whether  or  not  a  lot  of  onions  must 
contain  hofi  over  2  inches  in  diameter  when  certified  as  "U.S.  No.  1,  l-l/2 
inches  minimum."    The  answer  is  yes.    Onions  certified  as  "U.S.  No.  1"  or 
"U.S.  Ho.  1,  1-1/2  inches  minimum, "  both  require  kOfo  or  more  over  2  inches 
in  diameter:. 

Onions  certified  as  "U.S.  Ho.  1,  1-3 A  inches  minimum"  also  require 
hOfo  or  more  over  2  inches,  unless  some  other  percentage  is  specified  in  con- 
nection with  the  grade,  as  "U.S.  Ho.  1,  If 3 A  inches  minimum  -  30$  over 

2  inches." 

If  U.S.  No.  1  onions  are  certified  as  umaller  than  1-1 / 2  inches  minimum 
(as  "U.S.  No.  1,  1-lA  inches  minimum"),  they  are  not  required  to  have  kOfi  of 
the  onions  over  2  inches  in  diameter.    This  is  explained  in  the  footnote  on 
the  front  page  of  the  gr axles. 


2d.    CHANGS  LEGE".  .PS  OH  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  NORTEERN-GHOWH  ONIONS 

All  inspection  offices  should  immediately  change  the  legends  on  the 
onion  photographs  to  conform  to  the  following  interpretation  of  shapes  per- 
mitted in  the  revised  Northern-Grown  Onion  grades?  .  .  . 

All  onions  in  Photograph  Ho.  5  and  the  third  onion  from  the  left  in 
Photograph  No  .  k  shall  be  permitted  in  the  U.S.  ITo .  1  grade.    The  remaining 
onions  in  Photograph  Ho.  k  shall  not  be  considered  as  meeting  the  requirements 
of  shape  for  U.S.  Ho.  1  grade  but  shall  be- allowed  in  U.S.  Commercial. 

In  Photograph  No.  6  the  first,   second,  and  fourth  specimens  from  the 
left  shall  be  permitted  in  U.S.  Commercial,  but  the  third  and  fifth  shall  not 
be  allowed  in  this  grade  because  of  being  badly  misshapen. 

B.  R.  PAILTEOBP,  Specialist  in  Standardization 


REGULATORY  BRANCH 


1  e  .     LnTORfcATION  DESIRED  CONCERNING-  A  CALIFORNIA  BROKER ' 

Any  employee  of  the  3T.&V.  Division,  who  knows  the  present  address  of 
W. -A.  Kendall,   formerly  located  at  the  California  Hotel,  El  Centro,  Calif., 
should  please  send  the  information  promptly  to  K.  A.  Spilman,  of  the  i'keteula>- 
tory  Branch  in  Yfashington.     Important  mail  for  this  party  has  been  returned, 
undelivered,  and  it  is  essential  that  the  mail  reach  him  at  an  early  date. 


3SU  Division  Letter,  June  12,.  1951  

2e .    COLORADO  ILIEGAL  BASKET  CASE  D.CIDED 

About  22,500  illegal  straight-side  baskets,  which  were  seized  last  fall 
under  a  process  of  .libel  from,  the  Currie  Canning  Company  at  Grand  Junction, 
Colorado,  were  ordered  condemned  and  forfeited  to  the  United  States  in  a 
recent  decision.    Upon  the  payment  of  all  costs  and  the  posting  of  a  "bond  in 
the  sum  of  $3,000,  conditioned  that  the  "baskets  shall  not  he  sold  or  used  con- 
trary to  law,   the  baskets  were  released  to  the  Canning  Company.    The  baskets 
in  question  are  over-size.    However,  it  was  shown  to  the  Court's  satisfaction 
that  they  were  not  used  for  the  determination  of  quantity  but  merely  as  recep- 
tacles for  contract  tomatoes,  and  they  were  therefore  released  for  that  pur- 
pose.   The  action  against  the  Colorado  Basket  Company,  for  manufacturing  the 
baskets,   is  still  pending. 

F.  G.  R0BB, 
In  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch 

OFFICE  1TCTFS; 

On  three  days  last  week,  a  National  Conference  on  Weights  and  Measures 
met  at  the "Bureau  of  Standards  in  Washington,  D.  C.    H.  A.  Spilman,  of  the 
Regulatory.  Branch  of  our  Division,  addressed  the  conference  at  one  of  its 
sessions,  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  suggested  the  consolidation  or  com- 
bining of  the  four  existing  Federal  laws  relating  to  fruit  and  vegetable  con- 
tainers into  one  general  law,  including  the  benefits  of  each. 

Herbert  Graff,   inspector  in  Washington,   substituted  at  Baltimore  last 
week  for  S.  F.  Shreve,  who  was  on  annual  leave.    Mr.  Graff  also  made  a  trip 
recently  to  Richmond,  Va.',  and  another  trip  to  Roanoke,  Va.,  for  the  purpose 
of  handling  inspections  in  those  markets. 

F.  G.  Robb,  in  charge  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  went  to  ITew  York  City 
and  to  Riverhead,  L.  I.,  early  this  week.  He  attended  the  P.A.C.  hearing  at 
Riverhead  on  Tuesday.        '  ■ 

J.  G.  Cross,  in  charge  of  transportation  contacts,  will  spend  the  next 
two  weeks  in  Hew  York  and  Boston,  perfecting  arrangements  for  reports  from  the 
transportation  companies  on  dairy 'products. 

W.  D.  Hull,  after-  closing  the  field  station  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  this  week, 
will  be  transferred  to  the  Washington  office  to  assist  with  the  work  here  for 

some  months. 

B.  3.  Surry,  having  substituted  for  R.  S.  Corbin  in, Kansas  City  during 
the  past  10  days,  will  now  proceed  to  the  Denver  office  ox  the  Market 'News 
Service  and  substitute  for  Bryce  Morris,  while  the  latter  is  on  annual  leave. 

W.  J.  Bertush  has  returned  temporarily  to  the  Chicago  office,  having 
finished  the  supervision  of  inspections  on  Tennessee  strawberries  and  ca.bbage. 
He  probably  will  return  to  Humboldt  about  July  1,  when  tomato  movement  begins. 
The  Tennessee  cabbage  crop  is  cleaning  up  earlier  than  expected,  because  of 
poor  quality  resulting  from  worm  injury. 
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OFFICE  NOTES  (Continued)* 


Among  recent  visitors  to  the  Washington  office  were  J.  P.  Klein, 
J.  G.  Scott,  G.  D.  Clark  and  B.  0.  Kicker  son.    Mr.  Klein  is  connected  with  the 
Porto  Eicon  Fruit  Growers  Improvement  Committee  at  Hew  York;  Mr,  Scott  come 
from  Philadelphia  to  confer  regarding  market-news  work;  Mr.  Clark  come  from 
the  Texas  headquarters  of  Crop  Estimates  Division;  and  Mr.  Nicker son  come  from 
Brooklyn,  where  he  is  now  employed.    Mr.  Klein  and  Mr.  Nicker son  were  members 
of  the  market-news  staff  some  8  or  10  years  ago,  and  Mr.  Clark  transferred 
from  the  Market  News  Service  one  ye  or  o.go. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  E.  Surry  on  the  arrival 
of  a  daughter,  Virginia  Lee,  in  their  family  on  May  31.    Mrs.  Surry  has  been 
with  her  parents  at  Portland,  Oregon,  during  the  past  few  months. 

W.  F.  Plummer,  in  charge  of  the  Boston  inspection  office,  is  spending 
two  or  three  days  of  this  week  at  points  in  the  Connecticut  Piver  "Valley, 
discussing  onion  grades  with  growers  and  shippers.    There  is  on  unusual 
interest  in  these  grades  this  year  and  a  possibility  of  some  shipping-point 
inspection  work  on  Mo,sso,chusetts  onions. 

G.  W.  Winfrey  expects  to  move  his  headquarters  from  Monett,  Mo.,  to 
Muskogee,  Okla.,  by  the  middle  of  the  coming  week,  in  order  to  supervise  the 
shipping-point  inspection  work  on  Oklahoma  potatoes. 

Announcement  has  been  received  of  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Helen 

Marian,  on  May  19  to  Mrs.  F.  B.  Parsons,  who  was  stenographer  in  Mr.  Boree's 

office  until  January  1.     Congrotulations  are  extended  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parsons, 
the  happy  parents. 

A.  E.  Mercker,  Secretary  of  the  Interstate  Early  Potato  Committee, 
returned  to  the  Washington  office  for  a  few  days  last  week,  but  has  now  gone 
back  to  North  Carolina  in  the  interest  of  potato  work. 

C.  P.  Dorr,  of  the  Solicitor's  Office,  plans  to  go  to  Seaford,  Del., 
on  Sunday,  where  he  will  take  depositions  in  connection  with  a  case  under  the 
P.A.C.  Act. 

The  front  page  of  last  week's  D.  L.  carried  an  announcement  of  the  new 
Florida  bulletin  on  fruits  and  vegetables.    Due  credit  should  be  given  to 
Mr.  Neill  Rhodes,  Assistant  Commissioner  of  the  Florida  State  Marketing  Bureau, 
at  Jacksonville,  as  the  author  or  compiler  of  this  excellent  bulletin. 

Apple  market  reports  Y;ere  discontinued  for  the  season  at  the  Spokane 
office  on  Friday  of  this  week. 
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1 a .     CARE  OP  U.  S.  PROPERTY  BY  PISLD  OPE  ICES 

Recently  there  came  to  my  attention  the  fact  that  a  typewriter  belong- 
ing to  the  Government  had  been  lost  by  one  of  our  field  offices.    This  type- 
writer had  not  been  in  use  for  several  years.    Yet  each  year  the  man  in  charge 
of  that  office  had  returned  an  inventory  of  the  property  on  hand;  had  included 
on  such  inventory  this  typewriter,  and  had  failed  to  report  it  as  surplus  prop- 
erty, even  though  it  was  not  in  use.    The  office  in  question  does  not  know 
when  the  typewriter  was  lost,  and  it  is  apparent  that  no  actual  physical  check 
of  the  property  and  the  numbers  of  various  machines  was  made  when  the  inventory 
was  submitted,  as,  otherwise,  the  loss  of  this  typewriter  would  have  been 
known  before  the  office  was  called  upon  to  release  it  as  a  trade-in. 

Any  man  who  signs  a  property  inventory  is  responsible  personally  for 
the  property  listed  thereon,  and  he  may  be  called  vcpon  at  any  time  to  make 
reimbursement  from  personal  funds  for  the  loss  of  any  property  for  which  he 
has  assumed  responsibility.     I  do  not  believe  the  above  condition  obtains 
generally  throughout  our  field  offices,  but  I  wish  at  this  time  to  stress  the 
responsibility  which  rests  upon  all  officers  in  charge  of  branch  offices, 
where  we  have  Government  property,  and  ask  that  each  year,  when  requested  by 
the  Property  and  Supply  Section  to  submit  an  inventory,  a  careful  physical 
check  be  made  of  the  property  in  order  to  ascertain  if  it  is  actually  on  hand 
and  a  complete  report  be  forwarded  with  such  inventory  of  all  property  ?;hich 
is  surplus,   in  order  that  such  surplus  property  may  be  used  elsewhere  when 
.needed. 

WELLS  A.  SHERMAN 


2a.    EMPLOYMENT  OP  TEMPORARY  HELP  TO  PROVIDE  POR  ANNUAL  LEAVE 

During  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  increase  the 
employment  of  temporary  help  in  order  to  provide  for  annual  leave  of  employees 
in  the  field.     In  the  interest  of  economy,  no  appointments  should  be  made  or 
employees  hired  under  letter  of  authorization  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
annual  leave  for  any  employee  in  the  field  service  except  in  the  case  of  such 
offices  as  have  only  one  technical  or  one  clerical  employee.    Where  there  is 
more  than  one  employee  in  an  office,  an  effort  should  be  made  to  work  out  a 
leave  program  by  having  leave  granted  at  such  times  during  the  year  as  the 
work  is  lightest  and  when  the  employees  can  be  spared. 

In  cases  where  it  is  impossible  to  provide  for  annual  leave  under  the 
method  outlined  above,  specific  approval  should  be  secured  in  advance  from 
the  administrative  office  for  the  employment  of  additional  temporary  help 
for  this  purpose. 

P.  J.  HUGHES,  . 
Business  Manager,  B.A.E. 
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MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


lb .    LOW  PRICES  POR  FLORIDA  WATERMELONS 

The  following  letter  came  from  R.  M.  Peterson,  at  Leesburg,  Fla., 
under  date  of  June  l6 :« 

"The  watermelon  loadings  are  steadily  advancing  northward  and  one  car 
was  shipped  from  Georgia  yesterday.    Most  of  the  watermelon  territory,  in  "both 
Florida  and  Georgia,  received  rather  general  rains  during  the  past  few  days, 
"but  the  rainfall  in  some  sections  was  too  light  to  do  much  good.    The  Leesburg 
section  is  too  far  advanced  to  "be  benefited  to  any  extent,  aJid  the  melons  are 
running  mostly  to  small  sizes.     Those  in  the  Gainesville  section  are  ripening 
smaller  than  was  anticipated,  but  the  size  m:;y  improve  as  a  result  of  the 
recent  rainfall.    The  southern  Georgia  crop  was  suffering  for  moisture  and 
last  week  it  threatened  to  be  the  lightest  in  10  years,  but  it  is  still  too 
early  to  predict  the  final  outcome.    Most  shippers  feel  that  the  early 
Georgia  harvesting  will  be  light  and  mostly  small  melons,  and  that  the  ship- 
ments will  increace  very  slowly  for  the  first  two  weeks.    Favorable  weather, 
however,  may  result  in  a  good  second  crop. 

"Shipments  from  the  Leesburg  district  are  at  their  peak  now  and  will 
drop  off  rapidly  after  the  middle  of  this  week.    Haulings  in  the  Gainesville 
section  are  increasing  quite  rapidly,  with  approximately  100  cars  out  yester- 
day, and  will  probably  reach  the  peak  movement  about  June  22. 

"Although  shipments  have  been  relatively  light,  the  shipping-point  mar- 
ket is  very  unsatisfactory.    Prices  have  dropped  nearly  $100  per  carload 
during  the  past  week,  and  are  somewhat  lower  than  they  were  at  this  time  last 
year  when  the  total  movement  was  twice  as  heavy.    The  cash-track  market  today 
on  2^-30  pound  Tom  Watsons  was  $175~$325  per  car.    The  cool  weather  in  the 
northern  markets  is  partly  responsible  for  these  low  prices,  but  many  shippers 
feel  that  the  consumer's  lack  of  buying-power  is  the  most  important  factor 
and  that  the  market  will  not  improve  materially  even  if  ideal  watermelon  eat- 
ing weather  develops. 

"Both  the  cutting  quality  and  carrying  quality  have  been  generally  good. 
Some  of  the  first  melons  from  all  sections  were  pulled  too  green,  but  the  .bulk 
of  the  crop  has  shown  good  color.    Very  little  Anthracnose  has  developed  and 
the  melons  are  presenting  a  good  appearance." 


2b .    ARKANSAS  PEACH  PROSPECTS 

Arkansas  has  an  estimated  crop  of  almost  3,000,000  bushels  of  peaches 
this  year,  compared  with  a  very  short  crop  of  SU,000  bushels  last  season. 
Carlot  movement  in  1930  amounted  to  only  hi  cars.    R.  E.  Corbin,  who  visited 
the  peach  producing  sections  of  the  State  last  week,  sent  the  following  tele- 
gram from  Nashville,  Arkansas,  on  June  9:- 

"Local  estimates  of  the  Arkansas  peach  crop  range  from  3»500  to  ^55°° 
cars,  as  follows:    Roughly  2,500  cars  or  more  from  the  Nashville  section;  300 
from  DeQue  en-Horatio;  900  from  around  Clarksville,  U00  from  Crowley  Ridge  and 
a  few  others  from  scattered  points.    A  few  Wheelers  moving  this  week  from 
White  County,  and  a  few  Early  Rose  expected  from  this  district  around  June  20. 
Main  Elberta  crop  will  roll  July  15  or  20." 

As  soon  as  movement  becomes  heavy,  Mr.  Corbin  plans  to  issue  daily 
market  reports  on  peaches  from  the  Kansas  City  office. 
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3"b .    WESTERN  RADIO  TALKS  OOMMpED 

Each  Friday  noon,  C.  J.  Hansen,  of  the  San  Francisco  office,  "broadcasts 
a  talk  on  fruits  and  vegetables  in  the  Western  Farm  and  Home  Hour.    He  speaks 
from  Station  KGO.    Under  date  of  June  5,  he  received  the  following  letter  of 
commendation  from  a  prominent  produce  dealer  in  southern  California :- 

"I  have  "been  hearing  your  familiar  voice  over  the  radio  every  Friday 
during  the  noon  hour.    Your  talk  is  very  instructive  and  valuable.     It  dif- 
fers from  so  many  instructive  talks  in  that  it  is  so  entertainingly  given. 
You  successfully  take  the  dryness  out  of  statistics  and  aptly  apply  them. 
Keep  up  the  good  work." 

lib .    LETTUCE,  GREEN  PEAS  AND  CAULIFLOWER  MOVING  FROM  WA.SE 1 1KST OH 

T.  E.  Hall  sent  the  following  report  from  the  Seattle  office  under 

date  of  June  12:-'   

"Puget  Sound  lettuce  growers  are  in  the  midst  of  their  harvesting 
operations,  and  cutting  is  general  in  the  early  districts.     Operations  are 
centering  around  Kent  and  Auburn,  and  the  greatest  activity  will  likely  be  in 
that  district  for  the  remainder  of  this  month.    Weather  conditions  have  not 
been  altogether  favorable,  for  we  have  had  one  or  two  days  this  week  with 
light  rain.    The  rain-damage  itself  has  not  been  excessive  but  some  mud  accu- 
mulates upon  the  lettuce  in  harvesting.    However,  the  temperatures  following 
the  rain  have  not  risen  excessively  and  damage  from  this  source  has  not  been 
serious . 

"The  demand  has  been  very  slow.     Some  buyers  are  afraid  to  ship  Puget 
Sound  lettuce  for  a  few  days  following  rains,  because  the  stock  sometimes 
becomes  too  crisp  and  tender  for  safe  shipment.    Many  of  the  eastern  cities 
are  using  locally-grown  lettuce,  which  can  be  obtained  very  cheaply  and  which 
is  good,  according  to  reports.    While  track  holdings  are  not  heavy,  the  local 
supplies  adjacent  to  eastern  cities  where  quality  is  good,  are  having  a  cur- 
tailing effa.ct  upon  demand  for  western  lettuce.    The  cash-track  market  is 
holding  within  a  range  $1.25-$1.50  for  crates  of  k  to  5  dozens,  depending  upon 
quality  and  percentage  of  U.S. No.  1  stock. 

"Green-pea  movement  will  be  on  in  earnest  next  week.    Some  have  moved 
this  cm-rent  week,  but  they  have  been  largely  for  nearby  markets  and  consist 
of  Telephones  and  Gradus,  mixed.    Rains  early  this  week  were  very  beneficial 
to  the  developing  Telephone  crop.    The  market  is  opening  around  the  following 
scale  of  prices,  f.o.b.  cash-track:-    30-pound  hampers,  $1.5°;  40 -pound  crates 
$2  and  50. pound  crates,  $2.50.    Present  indications  point  to  a  big  pea  deal 
for  the  Puget  Sound  area. 

"Cauliflower  is  also  moving  in  carlo ts  as  well  as  in  mixed  cars.  The 
damand  is  slow,  with  sales  and  cash-track  quotations,  currently  $1.  Quality 
is  considered  fair  for  this  territory." 


5b .    USE  OF  PEES 0NALLY- OWNED  AUTOMOBILES  AT  OFFICIAL  STATIONS  *^ 
On  June  30,  1931,  the  authority  under  which  a  mileage  rate  for  the 
use  of  personally-owned  automobiles  at  official  stations  has  been  allowed 
will  be  discontinued.    Employees  so  using' personally-owned  automobiles  should, 
bear  this  in  mind  and  incur  no  expense  of  this  nature,  for  which  reimburse- 
ment will  be  expected,  after  June  30. 
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6b.    NE17S  ON  ARKANSAS  PEACHES  AND  GRAPES 

After  returning  to  Kansas  City  on  Thursday  of  last  week,  R.  E.  Corbin 
wrote  the  following  additional  letter  regp„rding  his  trip  to  producing  sections 
in  that  r.rea:-  

"The  peaches  in  the  Nashville  section  are  certainly  promising.  I 
visited  many  orchards  and  it  is  hard  to  conceive  of  a  more  uniform  crop  of 
"better  qu.ality  than  this  stock  shows,  at  the  present  time.    Hot  many  trees  are 
heavily  loaded  hut  practically  all  of  them  are  well  filled,  with  the  peaches 
all  about  the  same  size  and  as  free  from  scars  and  all  manner  of  defects  as 
could  be  hoped.    Elbertas  were  mostly  of  a  size  that  I  could  barely  touch  my 
thumb  and  forefinger  around  them.    The  orchardists  have  practiced  clean  cul- 
ture for  the  most  part  and  the  orchards  were  well  cultivated,  well  sprayed 
and  well  pruned,  on  the  whole. 

"Naturally  there  was  considerable  difference  of  opinion  rs  to  the  size 
of  the.  crop  and  the  date  for  beginning  shipments.    Estimates  for  the  number  of 
cars  out  of  the  Highland  or  Nashville  district  ranged  from  2,  500;  to;  3»000,  and 
the  date  for  the  first  shipments  is  placed  anywhere  from  the  15th  to  the  25th 
of  July.    Personally  I  believe  the  earliest  date  is  the  most  probable.  While 
at  Nashville,  I  interviewed  several  shippers  and  growers.    There  is  a  feeling 
of  unrest  among  the  shippers  because  some  of  the  growers'  associations  are 
beginning  to  want  a  cash-track  market  established  and  say  that  they  are  going 
to  try  to  get  cash  buyers  in  there. 

"The  situation  at  Clarksville  is  very  similar,  except  that  the  peaches 
are  not  so  large  at  the  present  time  and,  if  size  is  an  indication  of  maturity, 
they  will  be  a  week  or  10  days  later  than  the  Highland  crop.    The  orchards  ft 
around  Clarksville  were  not  so  well  pruned  and,  judging  from  the  color  of  the 
leaves,  have  not  been  so  well  fertilized  as  those  around  Nashville.    The  crop 
on  the  whole,  however,  is  very  uniform  and  the  promised  yield  is  good.  Most 
factors  at  Clarksville  are  predicting  that  600  to  S00  cars  will  be  shipped 
from  Johnson  County. 

"On  the  way  home,  I  talked  to  some  of  the  growers  of  grapes  around 
Fayetteville  and  Springdale,  trying  to  get  an  idea  of  their  expectations  of 
the  grape  crop  this  season.    The  vineyards  I  happened  to  pass  looked  better 
than  last  season,  with  probably  kofo  of  the  crop  set  on.    Some  factors  are 
estimating  that  the  shipments  from  the  Ozark  region,  including  Arkansas  and 
southern  Missouri  points,  will  run  to  nearly  1,000  cars.    Operators  of  the 
juice  factory  have  some  vineyards  of  their  own  and  are  planning  to  buy  very 
little,   if  any,  of  the  stock  from  other  growers  this  season,  which  will  throw 
more  of  it  on  the  open  market  as  fresh,  fruit..  ...This  company  used  about  200 
cars  last  year." 


7b.     COLD- STORAGE  HOLDINGS  OF  APPLES.  JUNE  1 

Last  Friday  afternoon,  the  following  report  on  apple  holdings  was 
released  in  Washington :- 

Barrels  Boxes  Baskets 

June  1,  1931 •  38*000       1,^28,000  192,000 

June  1,  1930 :         96,000        76i,ooo  309,000 

Five-year  Avg.:      155,000  887,000  215,000 

Total  holdings  were  equivalent  to  578,000  barrels,  which  is  28$  more 
than  at  the  ssme  time  last  season  and  11$  above  the  average  figure. 
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gb.    GEORGIA  PEACH  CROP  RELAYED 

R...E.  Keller  sent  the  following  report  from  Macon  on  June  13:- 

"The  Georgia  peach  harvest  is  starting  out  rather  slowly.    A  period 
of  prolonged  dry  weather  is  causing  the  early  varieties  not  only  to  ms.tu.re 
slowly  "out  also  to  run  heavily  to  small  sizes.    The  quality  of  the  peaches, 
however,  is  very  good,  running  above  average.    The  dry  weather  aided  in  making 
spray  applications  effective,  thus  reducing  the  insect  and  "bacterial  infesta- 
tion and  injury.    Carlot  for war dings  did  not  assume  any  importance  until  the 
fore  part  of  this  week  and,  even  then,  the  total  shipments  for  the  week  up  to 
Saturday  amounted  to  only  1^2  cars.    Shipments  to  date  are  somewhat  lighter 
than  those  of  a  year  ago,  221  cars  having  moved  as  against  315  last  season. 

"The  delay  in  the  harvest  is  evidently  caused  by  dry  weather,  as  the 
crop  of  the  early  varieties  is  estimated  at  a  much  larger  figure  than  that  of 
last  season.     The  Uneeda  movement  is  in  full  swing  and  will  probably  reach  its 
height  about  Tuesday  of  next  week.    Early  Rose  forwardings  are  just  commenc- 
ing and  by  the  first  of  the  week  should  be  moving  in  volume.    Farmers  are  of 
the  opinion  that  it  is  almost  too  late  for  a  rain  to  be  of  much  benefit  to 
the  Early  Rose  crop;  so  it  appears  likely  that  Georgia  will  be  shipping  small 
peaches  for  some  time  yet.    The  Early  Rose  crop  was  estimated  around  SoO  to 
875  cars  but,  because  of  the  small  sizes,  many  shippers  think  that  it  will  be 
nearer  SOO  cars.  '',•  '. 

"Considerable  cash-track  business  was  transacted  during  the  first  week 
of  June,  when  shipments  were  around  10  cars  a  day  or  less.     This  week,  however, 
the  buyers  were  all  holding  off.    Most  of  the  peaches  have  been  running  so 
small  that  buyers  have  been  afraid  to  put 'their  money  into  them  and  shippers 
were  hesitant  to  put  them  on  'wire  orders Hence  most  of  this  week's  ship- 
ments of  Uneedas  have  been  either  consigned  or  rolled  for  delivered  sale.  Dis- 
tribution, as  yet,  has  been  confined  almost  entirely  to  Hew  York  City.  This 
has  been  a,nother  factor  causing  New  York  cash  buyers  to  stop  purchasing.  As 
soon  as  the  Early  Rose  variety  and  other  large  peaches  are  harvested,  a  better 
distribution  is  expected." 

9b.    EASTERN  TEXAS  TOMATO  MOVEMENT  BECOMING  ACTIVE 

1.  D.  Googe  sent  the  following  letter  from  Jacksonville,  Texas,  on 
June  ll+:~ 

"The  tomato  movement  from  Texas  during  the  past  week  covered  generally 
the  entire  State  south  of  Jacksonville  to  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley.  Ship- 
ments in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Jacksonville  were  comparatively  light,  and 
there  were  almost  no  cars  shipped  from  points  north  of  here.    The  eastern 
Texas  deal  proper  is  about  two  weeks  late,  and  will  probably  not  reach  its 
peak  until  June  20  or  25,    With  replant ings  in  many  fields  as  a  result  of  late 
frosts,  it  is  estimated  that  the  tomato  movement  from  Texas  will  continue 
fairly  heavy  until  the  middle  of  July.    Hov/ever,  there  is  considerable  doubt 
as  to  whether  all:  the  so  j.  tomatoes  .will'  be  shipped,  since  prices  are  already  low 
and  many  other  sections  will  be  shipping  before  the  Texas  crop  has  been  moved. 
Another  factor  which  may  curtail  the  movement  is  lack  of  moisture.  Many 
growers  and  shippers  claim  that,  without  rains  during  the  next  few  days,'  the 
yield  will  be  reduced  considerably.    Scattered  thunder'showers  have  been  fall- 
ing the  latter  part  of  the  week  but,  so  far,  the  rains  have  not  been  heavy 
enough  or  general  enough  to  do  much. good."  .'. 
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10b  .  ■   IMPORTANT  MS  FROM  IMPERIAL  VALLEY 

A.  E.  Prugh  submitted  the  following  information  in  a  letter  of  June  15 
from  Brawl ey,  Calif. :~  

"Movement  of  cantaloupes  from  imperial  Valley  has  continued  fairly 
heavy.    The  Perfectos  axe  yielding  well  and  the  expected  break  between  the 
covered  and  uncovered  acreage  did  not  materialize.    The  market  the  past  few 
days  has  been  mostly  90<M>1  on  Perfectos,  strndard-J+5  basis,  and  is  not  ex- 
pected to  advance  much  above  that  figure.    Yuma,  Arizona,  is  shipping  about  10 
cars  a  day  and  it  is  reported  that  Phoenix  will  start  this  v/eek.     It  is  possi- 
ble that  shipments  may  reach  ^>00  cars  a  day  toward  the  end  of  this  week, 
unless  a  shortage  develops  on  'shook'  or  crate  material.    It  is  rumored  that 
there  may  be  such  a  shortage.    At  present,  there  is  only  a  light  demand  for 
Hale's  Best  and  they  have  been  selling  down  to  80^  per  crate.    The  market  on 
'ripes'  is  around  $1,  with  some  precooled  selling  at  $1.10  and  the  shipper 
paying  the  precooling  charge  of  $25  per  car. 

"Honey  Dew  shipments  increased  to  around  100  cars  a  day  the  latter  part 
of  last  week,  and  the  f.o.b.  price  dropped  to  55^-75^  Per  crate  and  is  lower 
today.    Honey  Ball  shipments  have  been  light,  around  10  cars  a  day,  but 
reached  17  on  the  lUth  and  will  continue  to  increase.    The  price  on  the  lUth 
dropped  to  $1.50-$ 1.6 5  and  will  be  lower  this  week. 

"A  cantaloupe,  named  the  'Perfect,'  has  been  developed  this  season  and 
has  been  commanding  a  premium  in  eastern  markets.    This  melon  has  somewhat  the 
appearance  of  the  Perfecto  and  is  as  large  as  the  Hale's  Best,  with  a  rather 
small  seed  cavity  and  good  flavor. 

"Shipments  of  cantaloupes,  Honey  Dews  and  Honey  Balls  to  June  iH-  and 
•the  cash  f.o.b.  prices  on  standard  U5!£  June  lU  for  several  years  are  as 
follows : 

1931  1930       1929  192S  1927  1926  1925 

Shipments        11115  9635        5503  8927         '  5568  9829  755^ 

Price         80M.00    1.60-1.75    2-2.25  1-.5Q-1.60  1 .75*2*00  1.50,1.^5 -l.30-l.S0 

"Watermelon  shipments  recently  have  been  around  100  cars  a  day. 
Weather  has  been  unfavorable  in  the  Coast  markets  and  the  f.o.b.  price  has 
shown  a  steady  decline  until  this  afternoon  some  are  reported  sold  at  $100 
per  car  or  $8  per  ton.    The  distribution  has  spread  out  to  about  135  markets 
in  -western  States.    Texas  has  started  and  will  force  Imperial  melons  out  of 
markets  like  Omaha,  Kansas  City  and  Lincoln,  to  which  points  a  few  cars  have 
been  billed.  ■  Out  of  the  108  cars  shipped  the  l^th,  6l  were  billed  to  Los 
Angeles,  which  is  expected  to  break  that  market  in  the  morning. 

"The  first  car  of  Thompson  Seedless  grapes  was  shipped  from  Seeley  to 
New  York  on  June  13. 

"The  tomato  season  is  practically  ended,  but  an  occasional  car  of 
carrots  continues  to  move." 

lib.  MAILING-LIST  FIGURES  NEEDED  PROM  MARKET  STATIONS 

A  few  days  ago,  men  in  charge  of  branch  offices  in  city  markets  were 
requested  to  submit  to  Washington  a  report  on  the  number  of  names  served 
during  the  fiscal  year.    These  figures  are  needed  promptly  for  the  annual 
report  to  the  Chief  of  Bureau.    If  any  office  failed  to  receive  this  special 
request,  please  advise  us. 
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1213.  THE  TOMATO  SITUATION  IN  CENTRAL  MISSISSIPPI 

"Shipments  of  Mississippi  tomatoes  were  fairly  light  during  the  week 
.ending  June  13,  hut  movement  for  this  v/eek  is  expected  to  he  rather  heavy. 
In  fact,  some  are  predicting  that  this  will  "be  the  peak  week  of  the  season. 
The  crop  is  needing  rain  badly  and  the  sizes  are  already  ."beginning -to.  run 
snail;  however,  the  vines  have  a  heavy  crop  of  small fruit  and  a  good  rain  in 
the  next  few  days  would  change  the  situation  considerably. 

"A  considerable  number  of  packing- sheds  have  been  built  in  the  district 
since  last  season,  but  as  yet  the  amount  of  shed-packed  stock  has  been  light. 
Most  of  these  sheds  belong  to  independent  buyers  and  shippers  who  are  not 
members  of  the  Shippers*  Association,  an  organization  which. is  made  up  of  mer- 
chants who  furnish  the  growers  their  supplies  during  the  year  and  handle  their 
crops  during  the  shipping  season.    Since  the  Association  controls  approxiw  - 
mately  75$  °f  the  tonnage,  there  is  only  a  limited  amount  left  to  go  to  the 
independent  sheds.    Somet  of  the  larger  shippers  of  the  Association  have  built 
packing- sheds,  but  their  output  has  also  been  light.    The  reason  for  this  is 
■that  flats  have  been  selling  for  a  premium  in  proportion  to  lugs,  and,  since 
practically  all  flats  are  farm-packed,  the  growers  have  been  able  to  make  an 
additional  saving  by  the  use  of  farm  labor  instead  of  incurring  packing-house 
Charges.    The  demand  for  flats  is  coming  mainly  from  smaller  markets  and,  now 
that  they  have  practically  all  received  their  first  .shipments,  the  demand  has 
become  much  slower  &nd,  from  now  on  as  the  volume  of  shipments  increases  the 
proportion  of  lugs  will  be  greater."  (from  J.B.Owens,  June  ik) 

13b.  RECENT  REPORTS  PIT  NORTH  CAROLINA  POTATOES 

North  Carolina  exceeded  all  other  potato  States  last  week  with  a  high 
record  of  more  than  J>t000  cars  shipped.    The  7^5  cars  loaded  on  Friday.,  • 
June  12,  established  a  new  day's  record  for  the  State. 

The  following  comments  are  taken  from  a  letter  of  June  17,  written  by 
H.  P.  Willson,  at  Elizabeth  City:- 

"The  general  rains  throughout'-  the  State  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  cur- 
tailed the  loadings  and,  weather  permitting,  the  shipments  of  the  latter  part 
of  this  week  will  be  very  heavy,  possibly  equaling  or  even  surpassing  those  of 
June  12.    The  Elizabeth  City  section  will  be  at  its  peak  and,  while  Mt .  Olive 
and  southern  points  are  on  the  wane,  the  total  roll  will  be  heavy*    The  po- 
tatoes are  of  good  quality  and  yields  are  turning  out  well.    All  fields  in 
the  State  are  ready  to  dig  and,  with  Eastern  Shore  .and  Norfolk  sections  begin- 
ning to  ship,  the  remainder  of  the  crop  will  be  moved  as  soon  as  possible. 
Estimates  of  the  total  shipments  vary  considerably,  ranging  mostly  from  7,5^0 
to  8,500  cars.    But,  when  the  increase  in  acreage  and  the  prevailing  yield  is 
considered,  the  total  movement  will  probably  be  9,000  to  9,500  cars." 

R.  L.  Sutton  sent  the  following  information  in  a  letter  of  June  17 
from  Mt.  Olive,  N.  C. :- 

"Price  levels  at  shipping  points  have  been  low  throuighouttthe  deal. 
Growers  in  this  section  are  averaging  very .  good  yields,  the  outturn . running 
from  125  to  25O  bushels  per  acre.    Locally,  the  yields  are  spoken  ..of  as  so 
many  barrels  dug  to  one  barrel  of  seed  planted.    Yields  are  never  spoken  of 
as  so  many  bushels  per  acre.    The  quality  of  the  stock  has  been  very  good. 
However,  it  is  probable  that  shipments  from  certain  sections  of  the  State 
with  heavier  types  of  soil  will,  during  the  next  few  days,  show  a  certain 
amount  of  dirty  -stock." 
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lUb.  EASTERN  SHORE  BERRY  -SEA^OirEHDBDj  POTATOES  TO  ACTIVE 

V.  H.  Nicholson  sent  the  following  news  in  a  letter  of  June  16  from 
Poconoke  City,  Md. :-..  '; 

"The  strawberry  season  on  the  Eastern  Shore  is  practically  finished. 
Total  movement  by  rail  and  "boat  anounts  to  691,  cars  for  the  three-States  pen- 
insula.   This  figure  is  just  1SS  cars  short  of  the  crop  of  last  season.  The 
greatest  decrease  is  noted  in  the  Deleware  shipments,  where  only  10U  cars  have 
"been  shipped  this  season,  as  against  203  last  season.    Maryland  shipnents  total 
35*4-  cars,  or  70  less  than  last  year,  and  Virginia  shipnents  mount  to  233  cars, 
against  255  in  1930. 

"While  the  railroads  have  nade  an  attempt  to  obtain  the  strawberry  busi- 
ness, the  motor  trucks  hav/e  really  handled  a  larger  percentage  of  the  crop  than 
last  season.    On  a  basis  of  290  crates  to  the  carlo t,  the  trucks  have  handled 
881  carlots  this  season,  against  879  carlo ts  last  year.    The  trucks  handled 
about  kSfo  of  the  strawberry  shipments  fron  the  Eastern  Shore  in  1930»  this 
season  they  have  handled  at  least  56$  of  the  crop.    The  railroads  claim  that 
they  have  handled  more  than  last  season,  and. the  freight  shipment  figures 
bear  then  out.    However,  what  they  have . gained  in  freight  loadings,  they  have 
lost  in  express  movement.. 

"The  berry  season .has  been  profitable  to  the  growers  in  Virginia  and 
around  Morion  and  Princess  Anne,  Maryland.    However,  the  market  broke  before 
the. growers  in  Delaware  and  northern  Maryland  had-  shipped  many  berries,  and 
very  little  profit  will  be  realized  in  .those  sections. 

"Rain  last  night  and  today  has  retarded  the  movement  of  potatoes,  and 
it  is  probable  that  shipnents  today  and  Wednesday  will  be  rather  light.  Ship- 
nents fron  the  Eastern  Shore  this  week  will  probably  not  exceed, H00  cars,  ... 
unless  the  market  reacts  in  the  next  day  or  two.    Growers  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  peninsula  are  getting  rather  anxious  to  dig,  and  a  few  Maryland  growers 
expect  to  begin  digging  on  June  22. 

"Yields  of  the  first  fields  have  ranged  from  35  to  65  barrels,  with  an 
average  of  around  50  barrels  per  acre.    The  crop  has  certainly  had  sufficient 
rainfall  in  most  districts  and  prospects  indicate  a  good  yield  for  the  entire 
Eastern  Shore.    It  now  appears  that  there  was  little  damage  fron  blight,  and 
theaffected  fields  have  just  about  overcome  any  ill  effects." 


15b.  VINE-RIPE  PHEC00LED  CANTALOUPES  IN  THE  CLEVELAND  MARKET 

A.  B.  far linger  sent  the  following  report  fron  Cleveland  in  a  letter  of 
June  lS  regarding  vine-ripe  cantaloupes  fron  Imperial  Valley :- 

"During  the  present  season  these  vine-ripe  precooled  cantaloupes  have 
been  on  the  local  market  regularly  and  have  met  with  a  very  good  demand  from 
a  certain  class  of  trade  who  are  willing  to  pay  5Q<fi  to  75^  Per  crate  premium 
"to  get  this  stock.    Many  of  the  cars  of  cantaloupes  received  on  the  Cleveland 
market  this  year  have  run  fron  25$  to  50$  vine-ripe,  as  they  are  referred  to 
on  the  local  market.    Understand  that  a  straight  car  of  this  precooled  ripe 
stock  is  due  tomorrow,  Jvcae  17,  which  will  be  the  first  solid  car  of  precooled 
vine-ripe  cantaloupes  to  be  received  on  this  market. 

"This  rijje  stock  has  been  arriving  in  very  good  condition  but  must  be 
handled  quickly,  especially  after  removing  from  refrigeration.    It  is  noted 
that  stock  off  ice  for  one-half  a  day  shows  signs  of  deterioration,  and  after 
a  day  off  ice  the  stock  becomes  soft  and  unattractive  in  appearance, end  in 
many  cases'  mold  commences  to  develop  almost  immediately." 

(continued  on  Page  1+02)  B.C.B6REE,  Specialist  in  Market  News 
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Stat  ion 

Mail 
List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletin 

Probahly 
will  close 

BRAWLEY ,  CALIF.** 

Planters  Hotel  Bldg. 

■  SOS  ; 

A. 

E.  Prugh 

;  Cants. 
• W-melons 

May  6 
June  1 

July 
July 

11 
11 

CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MISS., 
City  Hall 

•S09  : 

J. 

B .  Owens 

¥egs.*  ; 
Tomatoes 

May  5 
June  9 

June 
July 

9* 

3 

POCOiiOKE  CITY,  MD.** 
Peninsula  Bldg. 

S7S  j 

V. 

H.  Nicholson 

Sthr.*  j 

Potatoes 
Cucumbers 
Cants . 

May  21 
June  12 
July  6 
Aug.  3 

June 
Aug. 
July 
Aug. 

17* 
1 

25 
15 

MT.  OLIVE,  17.  C.** 
P.  0.  Box  266 

S10A: 

R. 

L.  Sutton 

Potatoes 

June 

k 

June 

27 

ELIZABETH  CITY,  N.C.** 
Chamber  of  Commerce 

810  j 

H. 

F.  Willson 

Potatoes 

June 

3 

July 

l 

JACKSONVILLE,  TEXAS** 

811 

W. 

D.  Googe  ■ 

Tomatoes 

June 

8 

July 

3 

LESSBURG,  FLA.** 

City  Hall  Bldg.  : 

912 

R. 

M.  ^eterson 

W-melons 

June 

s 

June 

27 

MACON,  GA.**  j 
Hl5  Ga.  Casualty  Bldg.' 

S33 

R. 

E.  Keller-  • 

Peaches 

June 

s 

Aug . 

l 

The  following  stat 

ion 

s  probably  will  open  on  dates  indicatec 

1: 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.** 
602  Security  Bldg. 

815 

.  R. 

G-.  Risser  ; 

Cants . 

June 

25 

July 

25 

HUMBOLDT,  TENN.** 

so6 

:  J. 

B.  Owens  : 

Tomatoes 

July  6 

■  July 

25 

The.  fc 

)1  lowing 

station  closed  on 

date  indicated! 

MONETT,  MO.** 

First  Natl.  Bank  Bids. 

857 

:    W.G.  Thompson  ■ 

Stbr . 

:  May  2 

i.  ■    

£ 

;  June 

17 

State  cooperating 

¥.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco 
B.  E.  Surry  in  Denver 
W,  D.  Hull  in  Washington 


*  Reports  discontinued 

A.  M.  McDowell  in  St.  Louis 

R.  G.  Risser  on  leave 

W.  G.  Thompson  in  Chicago 


■FIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  .changes  in 

in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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le.    MANY  P.A.C.  CASES  SCHEDULED  FOR  PUBLIC  HEARINGS 

Hearings  in  10  cases  under  the  Perishable  Agricu.ltu.ral  Corxiodities  Act 
are  planned  for  many  cities  during  the  period  of  June  2^  to  July  13  inclusive. 
The  schedule  is  subject    .  to  change,  and  it  is  probable  that  some  additional 
cases  V7ill  be  set  for  hearings  during  the  period  mentioned. 

At  present,  the  schedule  calls  for  a  hearing  in  Altoona,  Pa.,  on  : 
June       on  a  complaint  against  the  Altoona  Produce  Co.,  involving  an  allega- 
tion of  failure  truly  and  correctly  to  account  for  a  car  of  tomatoes  and  a  car 
of  cucumbers;  the  taking  of  depositions  in  Pittsburgh  on  June  25  in  a  complaint 
against  Hallock, Young  &  Company,   Inc.,  Mat ti tuck,  I.  J.;  and  hearings  in 
Cleveland  on  June  26  in  a  complaint  against  Thomas  Caito,  alleging  unjustified 
rejection  of  10  cars  of  pears. 

In  Newark,  N.  J.,  on  June  29  there  will  be  a  hearing  on  a  complaint 
against  Paul  Rothman, Inc.,  alleging  unjustified  rejection  of  two  cars  of 
grapes;  in  Brooklyn  on  June  30  in  a  complaint  against  Hashinsky,  Ere slow  & 
Richer,  alleging  unjustified  rejection  of  a  car  of  grapes;  in  Mat  ti  tuck,  N.  J./ 
on  Judy  1  in  a  complaint  against  Hallock,  Young  &  Co.,  Inc.,  alleging  failure 
to  deliver  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract  two  cars  of  potatoes. 

In  New  York  City  on  July  3  a  hearing  will  be  held  on  a  complaint 
against  Mersel  &  Fortgang,  alleging  failure  truly  and  correctly  to  account  in 
connection  with  125  barrels  of  apples;  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  on  July  6  against 
A.  Abe son,  Inc.,  alleging  unjustified  rejection  of  a  car  of  potatoes;  in 
Boston  on  July  S  against  the  B.  &  D.  Fruit  Co.,  alleging  unjustified  rejec- 
tion of  a  car  of  grapes;  in  Burt,  N.  Y.,  on  July  10  against  the  Burt  Cold 
Storage,  Inc ./ alleging  failure  to  deliver  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
contract  a  car  of  peaches;  in  Buff rib,  on  July  13  against  Altman  &  Swart z, 
alleging  unjustified  rejection  of  a  car  of  Honey  Dew  melons. 

The  hearings  in  Pittsburgh,  New  York,  Boston  and  Buffalo  will  be  held 
in  our  branch  offices.    The  hearing  in  Cleveland  will  be  held  in  a  room  in  the 
Northern  Ohio  Pood  Terminal,  formerly  used  as  a  club  room.    The  buildings  in  _ 
which  the  other  hearings  will  be  held  will  be'  announced  later.    R.  L.  Dillman, 
CP.  Dorr  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Sullivan, of  the  Office  of  the  Solicitor,  and 
0.  N.  Earsha,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch  of  this  Division,  will  make  this  trip. 

F.  G.  R0BB 
In  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch. 

AIRPLANE  TRANSPORTATION  of  Oregon  cherries  to  small  markets  west  of 
Omaha,  is 'being  tried  experimentally  by  a  western  aircraft  corporation.  If 
successful,  a  special  cargo  plane  will  be  constructed  to  handle  the  business. 

INVESTIGATORS  at  the  Florida  Experiment  Station  have  found  that  it  is 
possible  to  freeze  ' tangerine  juice  by  relatively  simple  methods  .and  without 
any  special  precautions.     It  is  said  that  tangerine  juice  blended  with  orange 
juice  gives  a  richer  and  deeper  color  and  more  flavor  to  the  orange  juice. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


..lev   HEAVY  TOMATO  INSPECTION  WORK  IN  MISSISSIPPI 

In  a  letter  of  June  1*4,  from  Crystal  Springs,  Miss.,  F.  S.  Kinsey 
advised  that  he  has  60  inspectors  on  the  roll.    The  period  of  June  lk~2~(  was 
expected  to  "be  the  rush  season  in  Mississippi,  with  tomato  shipments  very 
heavy „ 


2c.     INDIANA  BERRY  INSPECTIONS  FINISHED 

J.  E.  Dicker son,  of  the  Indianapolis  office,  has  informed  us  that  the 
strawberry  inspection  work  in  southern  Indiana  will  "be  finished  this  week. 
Quality  of  the  fruit  this  season  was  unusually  good,  and  a  considerably  larger 
tonnage  than  originally  estimated  wa;s  handled  "by  the  inspection  service. 


3c .    WASHINGTON  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS  POP  APRIL 

The  following  tabulation  of  April  inspections  in  the  State  of  Washing 
ton  was  taken  from  the  Inspection  Letter  issued  at  Yakima  on  June  2:- 


Apples   9S5i 

Asparagus  

Mixed  fruit s   1 


Pears  .11. 

Potatoes  ~435 

Total ;  lU75i 


From  July  1,  I93O,  to  the  end  of  April,  1931,  about  4*4,770  cars  had 
been  inspected  at  shipping  points. 

kc.    REVISED  CITRUS  CIRCULAR 

Copies  of  the  revised  receiving-point  inspection  circular  on  Citrus 
Fruits  were  sent  to  all  inspectors  last  week.  If  anyone  was  overlooked  in 
this  distribution,  he  should  request  a  copy  from  the  Washington  office. 


5c    MEASURING  LENGTH  0E  PEA  PODS 

In  some  cases,  green  peas  have  been  sold  with  a.  definite  specification 
as  to  the  length  of  the  pods  expressed  in  inches.    The  question  has  arisen  as 
to  how  this  should  be  mea.sured.    The  length  of  the  pods  means  the  overall 
length  from  the  tip  to  the  point  of  attachment  with  the  stem.     Some  pods  have 
long  tips  but,  as  a  rule,  the  length  of  the  tip  is  of  no  consequence  and  would 
seldom,   if  ever,  amount  to  more  than  l/g  inch.     The  length  of  the  pods  should 
be  reported  to  the  nearest  quarter  inch.    For  example:     "ranging  from  1-1/ 2 
to  3-1/2  inches,  mostly  2  to  2-1 /k  inches  in  length."    When  only  an  occasional 
specimen  is  above  or  below,   it  should  not  be  taken  as  the  extreme,  "because  the 
number  of  such  would  "be  so  small  as  to  he  of  no  importance.    The  pods  should 
be  measured  and  the  length  reported,,  only  when  the  applicant  specifically 
requests  a  report  on  the  length  of  the  pods.    The  terms  "small,"  "medium,"  and 
"large"  cannot  be  used  in  this  connection,  because  no  definite  dimensions  have 
been  established  for  these  terms  as  applied  to  the  length  of  pea  pods. 


3qg 
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RECEIVING-POINT  INSPECTIONS  DURING-  M1Y 


122L 


Inspections 

Inspections 

Declined 

Total 

Same  Month 

for 

For.  Lack 

Total 

Market  s 

Inspections 

1930 

Carriers 

of  Time 

Fees 

Atlanta 

42 

61 

0 

2  .  • 

%      .  I63.OO 

Baltimore 

93 

53 

is 

■  I  .'■ 

3'+ 2. 50 

Birmingham 

4 

- 

0 

.  0 

10.50 

Boston 

395' 

51s 

2S3 

0 

1,211.31 

Buffalo 

37 

2S 

1 

0 

142.09 

Chicago 

192 

188 

1 

0 

S6l.34 

Cincinnati 

41 

61 

1 

0 

174.34 

Cleveland 

s6 

36 

21 

0 

419.71 

Columbus 

2S 

34 

1 

0 

143.54 

Dallas 

19 

•* 

3 

0 

82.15 

'Denver 

UCj 

5S 

3 

0 

205. ift 

Des  Moines 

17 

HP* 

0 

0 

S9.45 

Detroit 

114 

13S 

0 

0 

4S7.23 

Port  Worth 

5 

11 

0 

0 

19.50 

Harrisburg 

s 

2 

2 

2 

38.86 

Indianapolis 

2S 

19 

0 

0 

112.65 

Jacksonville 

•if 

6 

0 

0 

136.50 

Kansas'  City 

ss 

37 

3 

351.50 

Los  Angeles 

11 

9 

7 

0 

49.00 

Louisville 

24 

0 

0 

10s. 00 

Memphis 

39 

31 

31 

1 

170.00 

Milwaukee 

211 

199 

147 

0 

b3b.0S 

Minneapolis 

25 

2 

0 

lb7 .5° 

Newark 

93 

95 

14 

5 

349.IS 

Hew  Haven 

SI 

57 

<— 

6 

0 

377.56 

Hew  Orleans 

117 

130 

IS 

0 

175 .00 

Hew  York 

1,195 

961 

12 

3, 662. si 

Norfolk 

s 

14 

0 

0 

'32.00 

Omaha 

114 

S9 

92 

1 

331.65 

Philadelphia 

2l6 

322 

1 

1 

719.16 

Pittsburgh 

104 

422 

3 

3 

43s. 65 

Portland 

7 

12 

3 

0 

39.50 

Providence 

44 

49 

1  ■ 

0 

1S6.70 

Rochester 

14 

15 

0 

0 

91  -^7 

St .  Louis 

257 

172 

179 

1 

75S. 57 
16.00 

Salt  Lake  City 

U 

3 

1 

0 

San  Francisco 

13 

5 

6 

0 

37  •  80 

Seattle 

7 

1 

1 

0 

29.00 

Springfield 

40 

56 

17 

0 

IS5.15 

Toledo 

11 

32 

0 

0 

43.94 

Trenton 

3 

14 

0 

0 

12.00 

Tulsa 

'  5 

0 

0 

56.15 

Washington 

47 

4*1 

3 

0 

267.10 

W  i Ikes-Bar re 

41 

36 

23 

5 

133.20  . 

TOTAL 

4,032 

4,061 

1,620 

37 

&  14. 064.4S 

The  following 
Ohio  Food  Terminal  at 
1,221  Nickel  Plato,  3 


inspections  were  made  under  agr 
Cleveland 1-  Total  2S109:  6l7 
Erie,  6l  Kroger 's,  24  Federal 


eement  with  the.  Northern 
Pennsylvania,  3^  0»t 
Cold  Storage. 
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INSPECTIONS  FOR  THE  NAVY  AND  MRIM  CORPS  DURING  MY,  1931 


Symbols  :~ 


ALL  FIGURES  I  IT  THESE  COLUMNS  REPRESENT  POUNDS 


N  -  NAVY" 
M  MARINE 
CORPS 

Fru.it  s  and 
Vegetables 
PASSED 

Fru.it  s  and 
Vegetables 
REJECTED 

TOTAL 
QUANTITY 
INSPECTED 

"Cuts"  made 
to  comply 
with  speci- 
fications 

Items 
Billed 
.  Short- 
Tie  ight 

STATIONS 

N  M 

N  M 

N  M 

.  N  M 

N  M 

CHARLESTON 

246210 

O' 

4c44 

0 

2502^ 

0 

625 

0 

.  0 

0 

NEWPORT 

12707 

0 

:  162U 

0  . 

114-331 

0 

50 

0 

0 

0 

NEW  YORK 

536379 

6723R 

1900U 

1708 

5553^3 

■6  8943 

573 

0 

0 

0 

NORFOLK 

1^2053 

0 

.0 

.     .     .  0 

142053 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 

57^564 

23321 

— ,  .  . 
1+721 

0 

5792S5 

23321 

— -j—  -.  , — .  

674 

76 

0 

0 

SAN  PEDRO 

bU6507 

0 

13440 , 

.0 

— _  — —  —      ■  ■  ■ 
659^-7 

0 

207 

0 

0 

0 

VALLEJO 

112161 

20761 

11910 

754 

124071 

21515 

65 

0 

0 

0 

WASHINGTON 

10230 

0 

220 

0 

10450 

0 

175 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS  ** 

22S0S11 

111317 

5U963 

2462 

233577U 

113779 

2369 

76 

0 

INSPECTIONS  FADE  FOR  THE  TI.  S.  SRTPPTNB  "BOARD 

NEW  YORK 
NORFOLK 

7720 
SS05 

310 

0  • 

S030 
•  8805 

0 
0 

0 
0 

TOTALS 

16525 

310 

16S35 

0 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  THE  U.  S.  VETERANS*  HOSPITAL 

CHICAGO 
MILWAUKEE 
NEW  YORK 
PHILADELPHIA 

9767D 
17090 
140010 
55777 

-37553 
3360 

5511 
7843 

135229 
204  50 

1U5521 
63620 

0 
.  0 
'  0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

TOTALS 

...  310553 

54  267  • 

364820 

0 

0 

The  New  York  office  also  inspected  the  following;'    Fru.it s    Vegetables  Rejections 

United  States  Lines  ;  '  . 

llunson.'  S„  ;S.  Line  

Dollar  Line  .  .  .  ;  ...... 

American  France.  Line  

American  Diamond  Line  

American  Brazil  Line  .  .  .  .'  .  '.  ',  .  . 
Tampa  Interocean  S.S.Co.  ...   


99022 

265755 

3145 

17399 

44220 

1004 

10243 

30105 

3S4 

3428 

19516 

232 

4348 

20904 

100 

790 

;5215 

0 

184 

401 

0 

135414 

386116 

4S65 

The  San  Pedro  office  also  inspected  3154  lbs.  bread;  53l4  lbs.  hatter, 
420  lbs.  cheese  for  the  Navy. 


and 


*  To  the  totals,  as  given  above,  should  be  added  the  following,  received  late:- 


SA1T  DIEGO 


620223 


5115 

62533s 

1146 

0 

88 

642 

54  930 

221 

0 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  OE  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 


Apprpximat e '  ■  dat  e • 0  f  •? 

State 

Supervisor 

Products 

Opening 

Clo  sing 

LOUISIANA: 

'  K.  S.  Moles, 

University  Station, 
;        -  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

:  Vegetables  « 

Nov.  5 

June  30 

TEXAS: 

;  H.  T.  Longino, 

Chamber  of  Commerce, 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Vegetables 

Nov.  20 

June  30 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason, 

k02  Ochoa  Bldg., 
San  Juan    P»  R. 

,  Citrus 

:  Apr.  1 

Nov .  1 

ALABAMA: 

J.  A.  Marks, 
P.  0.  Box  166, 

Eol ev    Al a 

Vegetables 

j  Apr.  13 

June  30 

MISSISSIPPI: 

F.  S.  Kinsey, 

Crystal  Springs,  Miss. 

Vegetables 

Apr.  20 

'  July  1 

OKLAHOMA  AND 
ARKANSAS : 

G.  W.  Winfrey, 

301|  Manhattan  Bldg., 
Muskogee,  Okla. 

Eru.it  s  and  ! 
Vegetables  : 

Apr.  27 

July  15 

NORTH  CAROLINA: 

G.  R.  Warren 

—if,       tit  0          If  C-L,  J.   J-         41  () 

;       c/o  State  Div.  of 
'  Markets, 

Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Potatoes  ■ 

June  1 

June  27 

GEORGLA  • 

:      5+13  First  Natl.  Bank, 
■          Macon,  Ga. 

PpofVifiS  * 

May  25 

July.  15 

VIRGINIA: 

H.  H.  Henderson, 

3^  Southern  Produce 
Building, 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Potatoes  : 

June  1 

July  1 

Robert  Bier, 

Cape  Charles,  Va.  : 

Potatoes  : 

June  S 

July  10 

Reports  on  Arkansas  peaches  can  be  had  from  the  Eederal-State  Inspection 

Service,  Van  Buren,  Arkansas. 
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6 c .    USE  OF  PEES ONALLY-OWNED  AUTOMOBILES  AT  OFFICIAL  STATIONS 

On  June  30>  1931>  the  authority  under  which  a  mileage  rate  for  the  use 
of  personally-owned  automobiles  at  official  stations  has  "been  allowed  will  "be 
discontinued.    Employees  so  using  personally-owned  automobiles  should  bear 
this  in  mind  and  incur  no  expense  of  this  nature,  for  which  reimbursement  will 
be  expected,  after  June  30. 

7c.    TOES  TO  BE  CANCELLED  FROM  LIST  OF  PAST-DUE  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  names  should  be  taken  from  the  June  1  list  of  Past-Due 
Accounts: 

Cianciolo  Brothers,      1132  Woodland  Ave.,  Cleveland,  Ohio  $  k  ,00 

H.  Krinick,  109  French  St.,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  $  U.97 

Davis  Fruit  Company,     lkkO  S.  Racine  Ave.,  Chicago,  111.  $  8.00 

F.  B.  Todd  &  Sons,        Lansing,  Mich.  $17 -33 


Sc.    SUPERVISING-  INSPECTORS,  PLEASE  NOTE: 

The  annual  report  for  the  Chief  of  the 'Bureau  has  been  r equested  some- 
what earlier  than  usual.    It  is  important  that  Supervising  Inspectors  of  the 
shipping-point  work  in  the  various  States  submit  their  June  reports  to  the 
Washington  office  very  promptly.    All  reports  for  the  fiscal  year  should  be 
in  our  hands  not  later  than  July  G  or  ].    Please  bear  this  request  in  mind. 

R.  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 

OFFICE  NOTES: 


Mr.  Sherman  expects  to  leave  Washington  this  Saturday  for  Detroit.  He 
will  confer  with  local  representatives  of  the  F.  &  V.  Division  and  on  Tuesday 
will  address  the  Food  and  Nutrition  Division  of  the  American  Home  Economics 
Association,  which  will  be  in  convention  there  early  next  week.    Mr.  Sherman's 
subject  is:-    "Food  Supplies  and  Consumers'  Habits." 

Wendell  Calhoun  plans  to  make'  a  field  trip,  beginning  next  Monday.  He 
will  confer  with  representatives  of  the  Market  News  Service  in  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  New  Y0rk  and  Boston,  returning  to  his  desk  about  July  1. 

B.  C.  Boree  returned  on  Thursday  morning  from  his  southern  field  trip 
in  the  interest  of  the  News  Service. 

W.  D.  Hull  arrived  in  Washington  on  Thursday  and  is  now  assisting  with 
the  work  on  market  reports  in  the  Washington  office. 

M.  W.  Baker,  of  the  Columbus  inspection  office,  will  be  on  annual 
leave  and  on  field  trips  to  start  the  shixoping-point  inspection  work  in  Ohio 
from  June  22  to  July  10.    Grover  Clyde,  of  the  Chicago  staff,  will  substitute 
for  Mr.  Baker  during  these  three  weeks. 

E.  E.  Conklin,  of  the  Chicr.go  inspection  office,  was  in  Tennessee  on 
Tuesday  in  the  interest  of  shipping-point  inspection  work. 

(OVER) 


k02 


Division  Letter.,.  June,  19*  .1951 


OFFICE  NOTES  (Continued')  ;  ■ 

H.  V.  DeMott,  of  the  Domestic  Wool  section,  in  the  Earle  Bldg.,  has 
"been  granted  three  months*  leave  without  pay,  effective  June  l6.    He  plans  to 
"be  at  his  home  in  Metuchen,  N.  J. 

W.  Gary  Thompson  closed  the  Monett,  Mo.,  field  station  on  Wednesday 
and  has  now  returned  to  the  Chicago  office  of  the  News  Service, 

PORTLAND,  OREGON,  office  of  the  Market  News  Service  (J.  D.  Hamilton, 
in  charge)  will  move  on  June  27  to  H25  Railway  Exchange  Bldg.,  Portland. 
Please  make  note  of  this  change  of  address  on  all  copies  of  the  Market 
Station  Address  List.    The  telephone  number  will  remain  unchanged.    Mail  for 
Mr.  Hamilton  should  be  plainly  marke&i     "Eruit  and  Vegetable  Division," 
because  other  divisions  of  the  Bureau  will  likewise  he  moved. to  this  building. 

C.  D.  Schoolcraft,  now  in  charge  of  the  Detroit  office  of  the  Market 
News  Service,  has  advised  that  his  residence  address  in  Detroit  is  1U15  Hubbard 
Avenue;  phone  LaEayette  6290.    Please  make  this  addition  to  your  Market 
Station  Address  List. 

H.  A.  Arenz,  of  the  Milwaukee  office,  advises  that  many  of  the  house 
numbers  in  that  city  have  recently  been  changed.    On  your  copy  of  the 
Inspectors1  Address  List  (dated  April  20),  please  change  Mr.  Arenz'  residence 
address  from  695  Murray  Ave.  to  28^7  North  Murray  Ave.    On  the  Market  Station 
Address  List  (dated  Nov.  1),  make  the  same  change  on  page  H  of  the  list. 


(continued  from  Page  33^) 

l6b.  TWO  ADDITIONAL  SUMMARIES 

Two  additional  summaries  of  field  deals  have  "been  recently  issued:-.' 
"Marketing  Northwestern  Celery,"  by  J.  D.  Hamilton,  at  the  Portland  office. 
"Marketing  Washington  Lettuce,  1930  Season,"  by  T.  R.  Hall,  at  Seattle  office. 

Copies  of  these  summaries  can  be  obtained  directly  from  the  two  offices 
mentioned. 

17b.  REVrSED  "NI"  (PEACHES)  PAGE  0E  CODE  (Effective  June  26) 

Under  separate  cover,  copies  of  the  revised  "NI"  (Peaches)  page  of  the 
code  will  be  mailed  to  all  who  have  code  books.    If  any  office  fails  to  get 
its  required  number  of  copies  within  a  day  or  two,  please  notify  the  Washing- 
ton office  by  wire,  as  this  revision  becomes  effective  on  June  26. 

B.  C.  B. 
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FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LETTER 
(issued  every  Friday) 

CONFIDENT IAL 
Not  for  publication 

1  a .    PROSPECTS  EOR  EXPANSION  OE  PORTO  RICAN  INSPECTION  SERVICE 

Some  interesting  facts  are  presented  Toy  A.  S.  Mason,  Federal  Super- 
vising Inspector,  in  a  letter  of  June  19  from  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico:- 

"English  receivers  are  using  to  the  fullest  extent  our  Government  in- 
spection service.     I  saw  a  cable  yesterday  and  another  one  today,  telling  of 
sales  made  on  the  "basis  of  Government  inspection  on  grapefruit  that  is  still 
at  sea  and  will  not  be  unloaded  in  Liverpool  until  the  22nd  of  this  month. 
These  are  not  small  spies,  but  sales  of  1,000  and  1,500  box  lots.    As  I  wrote 
you  sometime  ago,  one  firm  in  England  contracted  for  100,000  boxes  of  grape- 
fruit on  the  basis  of  Government  inspection  here.    All  Porto  Rican  sales  of 
the  American  Fruit  Growers,  with  one  exception,  are  being  made  f.o.b.  San 
Juan,  on  the  basis  of  Government  inspection  certificates.    The  English  firm 
is  reselling  this  fruit  in  Germany,  France  and  Holland  on  the  basis  of  Govern- 
ment inspection  certificates  issued  here.    Aside  from  fruit  shipped  by  the 
American  Fru.it  Growers  from  Porto  Rico,   in  the  past  there  has  been  no  attempt 
to  grade  shipments  to  the  British  Empire,  with  the  result  that,  as  soon  as 
Florida  started  shipping  heavily,  Porto  Rico  had  to  drop  out  of  the  picture. 
But  it  is  my  belief  that,  with  the  proper  grading  of  this  fruit,  they  will 
create  enough  demand  in  Europe  to  warrant  shipments  all  during  the  winter. 

"I  am  not  alone  in  this  opinion.    An  important  steamship  company  is 
planning  to  increase  their  space  available  for  fruit  to  be  shipped  this  fall 
and  winter  direct  to  Europe.    Just  how  great  this  increase  of  space  will  be 
is  not  exactly  certain,  but  it  appears  that  it  will  be  about  kofo  or  50$. 

"Yesterday,  shipments  of  grapefruit  amounted  to  about  3°>oc'°  boxes,  of 
which  we  inspected  2U,523.    Next  week    space  applications  on  two  boats, 
amounting  to  approximately  51>000  boxes,  are  now  in,  of  which  growers  using 
inspection  service  will  have  about  H6,000.     So  far  this  month  we  have  inspect- 
ed 77^o  of  the  total  shipments,  and  just  as  long  as  we  can  hold  this  percentage 
I  am  very  well  satisfied. 

"This  week,  we  have  been  approached  by  growers  of  approximately 
U50,000  crates  of  pineapples,  asking  us  when  we  would  be  in  position  to  handle 
their  work.     I  would  like  to  have  a  satisfactory  grade  compiled  as  soon  as 
possible . 

"During  the  past  month,  there  hatrebeen  several  New  York  receivers  of 
vegetables  down  here,  looking  over  the  prospects  of  financing  vegetable  grow- 
ing, especially  tomatoes  and  peppers,  and  it  appears  very  probable  thff  three 
firms  will  finance  about  800  acres  of  peppers  and  tomatoes.    They  signify  a 
desire  to  have  inspection  on  all  of  this  stock.     In  addition  to  this,  there 
are  raised  by  local  growers  about  125,000  packages  of  miscellaneous  vegetables 
yearly,  which  are  largely  handled  through,  one  cooperative  association  and 
mostly  marketed  through  one  firm  in  New  York.    They  are  also  desirous  of 
inspection. 

"Most  of  these  vegetables  are  grown  around  Isabela,  about  100  miles 
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west  of  here.     It  is  an  irrigated  section  and  has,  from  time  to  time,  raised 
some  very  good  vegetables  hut  has  never  made  a  satisfactory  grade  or  pack. 
These  vegetables  are  all  grown  by  Porto  Means,  who  speak  no  English  and  have 
from  one-acre  to  ten-acre  plots.     I  have  been  out  over  the  ground  and  find 
that  the  district  is  concentrated  enough  to  make  inspection  a  paying  proposi- 
tion.   This  work,  however,  will  have  to  be  handled  by  local  inspectors, 
trained  by  me,  who  can  talk  Spanish. 

"Shipments  of  grapefruit  to  United  States  will  be  largely  cut  off 
after  the  first  of  November,  but  it  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion  that, 
between  November  1  and  March  31,  there  will  be  a  European  movement  of  approx- 
imately 200,000  boxes.  '  In  addition  to  this,  there  will  be  about  150,000 
crates  of  pineapples,  shipment  of  which  will  start  about  the  first  of  October. 
If  the  vegetable  growers  raise  a  crop,  it  appears  that  there  will  be  a  total 
of  about  500,000  or  600,000  packages  to  be  inspected  between  November  1  and 
March  31.     It  now  appears  that  inspection  work  here  will  probably  develop 
into  a  year-round  proposition.     It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  the 
Insular  Government  guarantees  the  payment  of  any  inspection  fees  on  vegetables 
grown  by  local  Porto  Means." 


2a.    LONG-DISTANCE  TELEPHONE  CHARGES 

We  have  been  advised  by  the  Business  Manager  of  the  Bureau  that  an 
analysis  of  the  long-distance  telephone  charges  incurred  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  indicates  that  our  expenditures  for  this  item  are  running  con- 
siderably higher  than  during  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

It  is  requested  that  officers  in  charge  of  field  offices  give  this 
matter  particular  attention  and  make  sure  that  no  unnecessary  long-distance 
telephone  charges  are  incurred.    This  should  not  be  interpreted  as  instruc- 
tion to  curtail  any  long-distance  calls  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
f.o.b.  reports  in  connection  with  the  Market  News  Service. 


3a.    ADDITIONAL  SUMMARIES  ISSUED 

During  the  past  week,  the  following  summaries  of  field  deals  have  been 
issued  from  the  Washington  office :- 

"Marketing  Eastern  Shore  Cucumbers,  1930  Season,"  by  V.  H.  Nicholson. 

"Marketing  Tennessee  Tomatoes,  I93O  Season,"  by  H.  E.  Rutland. 

"Marketing  Colorado  Lettuce,  Cauliflower,  Green  Peas  and  Cabbage, 
1930  Season, "  by  Bryce  Morris. 
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lib .    PRICES  OF  EASTERN  SHORE  POTATOES  DROP  SHARPLY 

V.  H.  Nicholson  sent  the  following  report  from  Pocomoke  City,  Md.,  on 
June  23:- 

"Shipments  of  Eastern  Shore  potatoes  amounted  to  over  700  cars  last 
week.    While  the  movement  from  Eastern  Shore  was  comparatively  light,  ship- 
ments from  other  sections,  particularly  North  Carolina, -were  heavy  and  East- 
ern Shore  shippers  faced  a  declining  market  all  week.    Last  Monday  there  were 
a  few  f.o.b.  sales  at  mostly  $2.25  Per  barrel.    By  Saturday  night,  the  price 
had  declined  to  mostly  $2,  with  a  few  sales  at  slightly  lower  prices. 

"The  market  weakened  from  10#  to  25^  yesterday,  a  rather  sharp  drop 
for  Monday.    Shipments  from  all  sections  were  rather  light,  but,  with  most 
sales  of  North  Carolina  and  Eastern  Shore  stock  at  only  $1.50-$1.75  in  New 
York,  the  f.o.b.  market  here  weakened  to  $1.75-$1.90.     Indications  are  that 
the  price  will  go  lower  today.     (Editor's  note:-  Prices  dropped  to  $1.75)  • 

"Most  shippers  feel  that  the  lowest  prices  of  the  season  will  be 
reached  this  week  and  that  there  will  be  a  general  recovery  after  North  Car- 
olina has  cleaned  up.    A  fairly  heavy  movement  is  expected  from  both  North 
Carolina  and  the  Eastern  Shore  this  week.     The  Eastern  Shore  will  probably 
ship  2,000  to  2,500  cars,  but,   if  weather  conditions  were  just  right,  move- 
ment might  possibly  exceed  2,500  carlots. 

"Distribution  has  been  only  fair.    Most  shipments  have  gone  to  cities 
in  Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  the  New  England  States.    Canadian  points  have 
been  teking  several  cars,  particularly  Montreal  and  Toronto.    A  few  cars 
have  been  billed  to  Ohio,  Michigan  and  Indiana  points,  but  this  middle-western 
movement  has  been  light.    Probably  one-third  of  the  total  Eastern  Shore  ship- 
ments have  been  billed  to  diversion  points,  such  as  Edge  Moor  (Delaware), 
Pitcairn,  Buffalo,  New  Haven  and  Bridgeport.     In  addition  to  this  movement 
to  diversion  points,  there  have  been  a  few  cars  held  on  Eastern  Shore  sid- 
ings each  day,  but  I  do  not  believe  such  holdings  have  been  heavy  yet  this 
season. " 


2b .    EASTERN  TEXAS  TOMATOES  PAST  PEAK 

The  following  letter  of  June  21  was  received  from  W.  D.  G-ooge,  at 
Jacksonville,  Texas :- 

"The  East  Texas  tomato  deal  probably  passed  its  peak  last  week, 
although  shipments  are  expected  to  be  heavy  during  the  coming  week.  Last 
Tuesday  (June  l6),  this  section  of  the  State  shipped  3^7  cars,  which  is  said 
to  be  the  record  day's  movement.     It  is  doubtful  if  there  will  be  another  day 
when  as  many  cars  will  be  shipped,  but  some  believe  the  total  for  the  coming 
week  may  be  as  great  as  that  for  last  week.    Most  of  the  sections  north  of 
Jacksonville  have  just  begun. 

"In  spite  of  the  heavy  movement,  prices  were  decidedly  upward  during 
the  last  three  days  of  the  week.    Dealers  were  generally  unable  to  fill  their 
orders.     This  was  accounted  for  by  the  unusually  hot  weather  in  most  consum- 
ing centers.     It  is  now  believed  that  the  1931  deal  will  not  be  as  unsatis- 
factory financially  as  was  at  first  expected,  although  prices  have  been  low 
in  comparison  with  those  of  other  seasons." 
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Jo  .     INTBPESTING  NEWS  ON  LOUIS  IAEA.  CROPS 

J.  W.  Coleman  sent  the  following  report  from  New  Orlerns  under  date 
of  June  22:-  ....  - 

"The  potato  season  in  Louisiana  has  "been  very  disappointing  from  a 
financial  standpoint.    Oyer  H,200'  cars  have  moved  to  date,  as  compared  to  a 
final  total  of  2,326  cars  last  season.    Prices  on  an  f.o.b.  usual  terms  basil 
at  Louisiana  loading  points  ranged  85$M>1.25,  with  most  sales  ^0^-$!  per  100- 
pound  sack  of  U.S. Ho.  1  Bliss  Triumphs.    Many  growers  sold  field-run  potatoes 
as  low  as  ^0<p  per  cwt. 

"Local  operators  expected  a  good  demand  for  Louisiana,  Creole  onions . 
However,  prices  have  "been  very  low  in  American  markets,  and  Cleveland  has 
been-  quoting  Creole  onions  as  low  as  prices  here  in  How  Orleans.    Canada  and 
Panama  have  taken  several  cars  of  these  onions. 

"Louisiana  corn  is  showing  effects  of  the  drouth  in  some  areas,  and 
shipments  are  expected  to  be  light.    Only  a.  few  cars  have  moved  this  season, 
but  offerings  are  liberal  on  the  New  Orleans  market, with  growers'  sales  aver- 
aging around  $1  per  hundred  ears.    Other  Louisiana  vegetables  will  be  rather 
plentiful  for  home  markets,  but  carlot  shipments  are  expected  to  be  light  for 
the  remainder  of  the  season. 

"One  New  Orleans  dealer  has  tried  something  new  with  watermelons.  He 
places  about  half  a  car  in  his  cold-storage  rooms  and  sells  the  melons  to 
retailers  in  lots  of  20  to  30  melons.    As  the  price  is  about  the  same  as  for 
melons  on  the  tracks,  the  demand'  is  good  for  this  stock  from  cold  storage. 
The  first  boat  of  Alabama  watermelons  arrived  today,  the  load  containing 
5,000  melons." 

ko .    MISSISSIPPI  TOMATOES  DECLINE  AND  TEEN  ADVANCE.  AC-AIN 

J.  B.  Owens  sent  the  following  letter  from  Crystal  Springs  on  June  21:- 

"The  movement  of  tomatoes  from  Mississippi  during  the  past  week  fell  a 
little  short  of  the  expected  1,000  cars.    Haulings  were  heavy  daring  the 
first  part  of  the  week,  but,  after  the  sharp  decline  in  prices,   shipments  fell 
off  considerably.    On  Monday  (June  15)  prices  began  to  drop  and,  by  Wednesday, 
the  cash-track  market  was  35^  on  flats  and  65^  on  lugs.     These  prices  are 
about  as  low  as  the  harvesting  and  packing  operations  will  allow  and,  conse- 
quently, the  haulings  for  the  next  few  days  were  somewhat  lighter.     In  the 
past,  when  practically  all  the  stock  was  farm-packed,  the  growers  usually 
experienced  some  difficulty  in  keeping  their  fields  picked  up  to  the  proper 
stage  of  maturity,  but  now  the  fields  are  picked  over  each  day  and  all  the 
stock  that  the  growers  are  not  able  to  pack  themselves  is  brought  in  bulk  to 
the  packing  houses.    Of  course,  the  packing  houses  are  not  dependent  on  this 
stock  for  their  volume,  but  it  does  help  the  percentage  of  lugs. 

"The  low  prices  caused  a  sharp  increase  im  demand  and,  after  Wednesday, 
the  cash-track  market  advanced  daily  until  on  Saturday  the  prevailing  price 
was  l|-7^  on  flats  and  85^  on  lugs.    There  are  several  possible  causes  for" 
this  active  demand:     (l)  the  weather  in  the  northern  States  has  been  very 
warm,  which  naturally  increases  the  consumption  of  such  food  as  tomatoes;  (2) 
the  low  prices  have  ma.de  it  possible  for  small  towns  to  buy  in  carload  lots, 
enabling  a  wide  distribution;  (3)  brokers  and  distributers  also  bought  freely 
for  speculative  purposes. 

"The  prospect  the  coming  week  is  for  a  movement  of  around  QOO  errs, 
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provided  sizes  do  not  run  small  "before  the  week  is  over.    The  market  will,  in 
all  probability,  decline  again  by  Tuesday,  as  shipments  will  be  fairly  heavy 
on  that  day.     I  also  understand  that  quite  a  number  of  last  weeks  shipments 
are  still  in  the  hands  -of  the  large  carlo t  distributors,  who  must,  in  turn, 
promptly  dispose  of  their  holdings  in  the  smaller  markets,  many  of  which  have 
already  bought  heavily  direct  from  shipping  point." 


5b .    ABOUT  7U0  CABS  OF  MELONS  IN  OKI  DAY  FROM  IMPERIAL  VALLEY 

A.E.Prugh  wrote  as  follows  from  Brawl ey,  Calif.,  in  a  letter  of 
June  22:- 

"Cantaloupe,  Honey~ Ball  and  Honey  Dew  shipments  from  Imperial  Valley 
from  June  15  to  21  totaled  3,386  cars,  almost  a  500~car  day  average  for  the 
period.    Saturday,  June  20,  the  Valley  moved  182  cars  of  watermelons  and  56O 
cars  of  cantaloupes  and  miscellaneous  melons,  a  total  for  the  day  of  Jk2  cars, 
which  was  probably  the  record  day's  movement  in  the  history  of  production 
here . 

"The  f.o.b.  cantaloupe  market  today  has  weakened  to  75^-85^  per  stand- 
ard k 5  crate,  with  a  slow  demand.    Some  sales  are  made  'straight  across,' 
which  is  a  straight  price  on  standards  and  jumbos.    The  usual  premium  at 
these  low  prices  is  15^  on  jumbo  l+5's.     There  was  a  slight  advance  to  $1.25 
last  Thursday,  when  the  New  York  market  showed  a  little  strength,  but,  after 
touching  that  figure,  the  price  weakened  under  hespy  shipments. 

"The  ^erfectos  have  been  yielding  heavy.    ®ne  shipper  at  El  Centro 
picked  1,000  crates  at  the  first  picking  on  nine  acres.    However,  the  Perfecto 
season  is  usually  short,  as  they  ripen  fast,  and  movement  should  start  to  de- 
cline in  a  few  days.     Some  shippers  have  stopped  shipping  cantaloupes  on 
account  of  the  price,  but  the  south  end  of  the  Valley  has  been  having  a  heavy 
movement.    When  the  price  is  75^,  about  the  only  reason  for  shipping  is  to 
use  up  the  'shook1  or  crate  material,  rather  than  carry  it  over  to  another 
season.    Ho  shortage  developed  on  'shook1  as  was  expected  last  week. 

"Demand  for  Honey  pews  is  slow  and  the  market  has  been  U^-GO^,  mostly 
5°^  on  standard  and  jumbo  crates.  About  100  straight  cars  of  Honey  Dews  have 
been  moving  each  day. 

"The  price  on  H0ney  Balls  has  been  holding  up  well  on  the  Hew  York 
market.    The  f.o.b.  here  lately  has  been  mostly  $1 .25-$  1         but  dropped  to 
$1.1°~$1.25  today.    H0ney  Ball  shipments  recently  have  been  about  35  per  day. 

"The  f.o.b.  cash  price  on  Klondike  watermelons  has  been  mostly  $100- 
$125  per  car  of  about  I2J  tons.    Today  the  market  is  around  $100  per  car.  It 
costs  $5.50  per  ton  to  pick  the  melons  and  place  them  in  the  car.  Shipments 
increased  to  182  Saturday  and  are  expected  to  continue  heavy  the  remainder  of 
the  month.    A  few  cars  are  going  as  far  east  as  Nebraska  points,  but  mostly 
to  Western  States,  pacific  Coast  States  and  Canada.    Usually  about  one-third 
of  the  shipments  are  billed  to  L0s  Angeles.    Weather  on  the  Coast  has  been 
cool  and  unfavorable,  -but  temperature  in  Los  Angeles  was  higher  today. 

"Daring  the  past  few  days  about  five  cars  of  Thompson  Seedless  grape s 
have  moved  daily  from  the  Valley.    Ten  cars  are  expected  out  today. 

"The  Arizona  cantaloupe  season  is  very  early  this  year.    Yuma,  started 
on  June  l0  and  Phoenix  about  the  15th.    Total  Arizona  shipments  jumped  to 
1°3  Sunday,   the  21st,  which  apparently  were  divided  15  from  Yuma  and  88  from 
Phoenix.     Cur  reports  from  Phoenix  indicate  a  heavy  movement  the  latter  part 
of  this  week."  • 
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6b.    PROLONGED  RAIITS  DAMAGING  NORTHWESTERN  CROPS 

T  .E.Hall  wired  the  following  inf ormation  from  Seattle  on  June  17.  It 
was  inadvertently  omitted  from  last  week's  D.  L.:- 

"Precipation  each  day  since  June  10  in  the  Puget  Sound  area  has  ranged 
from  light  mist  to  heavy  showers, "bringing  total  rainfall  for  this  period  near 
two  inches.    Rainy  weather  is  xoroving  detrimental  to  Iceherg  lettuce;  has 
practically  ended  the  strawberry  season,  and  delayed  raspberry  picking  at 
Puyallup  and  vicinity.    Shippers  realize  the  hazard  attached  to  eastern  move- 
ment of  Iceherg  lettuce  and  only  a  few  straight  cars  are  being  billed,  mostly 
for  short  haul.     I  doubt  whether  many  cars  will  be  shipped  to  eastern  markets 
again  before  next  week.    With  clearing  weather,  green-pea  harvest  should 
become  active  and  quality  good,  but  should  the  present  spell  of  r- in  be  fol- 
lowed with  cloudy  damp  days  growers  fear  mildew.    Limited  movement  of  cauli- 
flower and  cabbage  in  mixed  and  straight  cars.    Cauliflower  quality  reason- 
ably good  for  this  district.    Cherry  movement  from  irrigated  valleys  of 
eastern  Washington  and  northern  Idaho  sharply  curtailed, account  of  split 
cherries  and  rain-damage.    Bings  and  Royal  Anns were  both  in  condition  for 
picking  when  rain  started  and  are  most  seriously  affected,  with  some  Lamberts 
ripening  a  week  to  10  days  later  possibly  less  severely  injured.  Western 
Oregon  shipments  will  probably  be  curtailed  35$  to  50$,  according  to  estimates 
authentically  expressed,  but  eastern  Oregon  districts,  with  maturity  dates 
farther  advanced  and  picking  well  under  way,  are  less  severely  affected. 
Puyallup  raspberry  damage  not  yet  determined." 

7b.    NEWS  ITEMS  FROM  DENVER 

Below  are  quoted  parts  of  a  letter  of  June  30  from  B.  E.  Surry,  who 
is  temporarily  in  charge  of  the.  Denver  market-news  office:- 

"A  light  crop  of  strawberries  in  Colorado  has  brought  high  prices  to 
farmers  the  last  few  days.    Yesterday,  growers  were  asking  as  high  as  $5  for 
3U- pint  crates.    Supplies  were  cleaned  up  early  each  day.    Today,  three  cars 
from  Missouri  arrived  and  were  unloaded  along  with  track  receipts  amounting 
to  1,500  crates,  and  the  market  weakened  to  a  range  of  $3.35-$2.75  for  Colo- 
rado stock. 

"I  noticed  a  rather  interesting  item  in  a  Denver  paper  three  days  ago. 
On  that  day,  an  airplane  left  Oregon  at  3  A.M.  for  Denver,  with  a  cargo  of 
cherries,  which  were  delivered  to  the  local  stores  about  3  o'clock  that  same 
afternoon.    The  cherries  were  of  good  size  and  quality  and  were  soon  disposed 
of.     If  the  fruit  had  traveled  by  rail,   it  would  have  come  a  distance  of 
almost  1,500  miles.    This  merely  indicates  the  possibilities  of  using  air- 
planes, in  the  near  future,  for  quick  delivery  of  perishables  to  selected 
markets. 

"Continued  warm  dry  weather  in  Colorado  has  caused  some  concern  re- 
garding the  danger  of  a  drought  again  this  summer.    Some  sections  01  the^ 
State  report  plenty  of  moisture  and  prospects  for  good  crops;  others  claim 
that,  if  they  fail  to  receive  any  more  rain  this  summer,  there  will  be  con- 
siderable crop  damage  to  be  reported  next  fall." 


WATERMELON  product i on  in  seven  second-early  States  may  amount  to  only 
40,000,000  melons  this  season,  compared  with  51,000,000  last  year.  Georgia 

expects  only  21,000,000,  as  against  "^2, 000, 000  melons  in  1930. 


■    -J   I  ; 

Division  Letter!,  June  s6tr  .1,931 


Sb.    MARKET  BASKET  SUGGESTIONS 

The  Hone  Institue  page  of  the  "Philadelphia  Record"  each  day  carries  a 
"boxed  item,  entitled;    Market  Basket  Suggestions.    This  is  prepared  "by  the 
director  of  the  Home  Institute  (Miss  Wagner),  on  the  basis  of  information 
which  she  obtains  daily  from  our  Philadelphia  office  by  telephone.     It  calls 
attention  to  the  products  in  heaviest  supply  at  the  time.    Below  are  one  or 
two  samples,  clipped  from  the  "Record" :- 

"Do  your  strawberry  canning  now.  The  strawberry  receipts  today  made  a 
new  record  in  the  Philadelphia  market.  More  truckloads  of  strawberries  di- 
rect from  the  farms  of  Hew  Jersey,  Delaware  and  Maryland  have  been  received 
today  than  in  any  one  day  for  four  or  five  years.  This  plentiful  supply  of 
superfine  berries  is  exceptionally  reasonable,  too.  Buy  your  berries  today 
and  tomorrow  and  convert  them  into  all  kinds  of  delicious  perserves  for  the 
winter  use." 

"Over^O  carloads  of  California  salmon  tinted  cantaloupes  are  coming 
into  the  market  daily.    These  small,  round  melons,  of  excellent  quality  and 
flavor,  are  priced  low.    According  to  all  reports  melons  will  be  as  plentiful 
all  through  the  summer  months  as  they  were  last  year.    Beans,  both  green  and 
wax,  from  the  Carolinas,  and  new  pale  green  cabbage  are  excellent  buys. 
Sweet  corn  is  likely  to  be  both  plentiful  and  cheap  this  summer,  judging  from 
the  supply  and  quality  of  the  Texas  and  Florida  sweet  corn  now  on  the  market." 

This  page  of  the  newspaper  also  gives  menus  and  suggestions  for  meals, 
as  -.veil  as  an  occasional  article  on  the  health  value  of  various  fruits  or 
vegetables . 

9b .    ANOTHER  REPORT  OH  THE  RAPT  DAMAGE  PI  NORTHWEST 

J.  S.  Dennee,  Agricultural  Statistician  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  sent  the 
following  report  to  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates  on  June  20;* 

"Reports  received  up  to  present  time  reveal  that  cherry  growers  of 
central  and  eastern  Washington  will  suffer  loss  as  result  of  heavy  and  con- 
tinued rainfall  during  past  week.    In  some  of  the  early  sections,  growers 
were  more  furtunate  and  had  the  bulk  of  their  crops  harvested  before  the  rain 
started.    Advice  from  the  Milton-Freewater  district  indicates  that  the  fru.it 
remaining  on  the  trees  will  be  practically  a  complete  loss.    In  the  Wenatchee 
and  Yakima  districts,  prospects  are  that  tons  of  cherries  will  be  left  on  the 
trees.    Reports  indicate  that  damage  in  the  Lewi ston-Clarks ton  district  ranges 
from  about  5$  to  10$.    Damage  to  cherries  in  the  Yakima,  Selah  and  lower  Haches 
districts  will  range  from  50$  to  75$»  while  in  the  lower  valley  it  will  range 
from  kofo  to  50$.    Where  damage  is  above  50$  of  the  crop,  the  returns  scarcely 
justify  the  effort  expended  in  gathering  the  fruit,  according  to  growers.  In 
vicinity  of  Cashmere,  the  rains  of  past  two  days  have  destroyed  90$  of  the 
cherry  crop  of  that  district,  according  to  a  rough  estimate  made  by  growers 
and  shippers.    Prospects  for  the  peach  and  apricot  crops  in  neighborhood  of 
Benton  City  are  good  and  the  Yakima  Valley  peach  crop  will  be,  on  the  whole, 
considerably  larger  than  that  of  last  season." 

ldb.  REVISED  "EU"  (CANTALOUPES)  PAGE  OP  THE  CODS.  EFFECTIVE  JULY  10 

Under  separate  cover,  there  will  be  mailed  copies  of  the  revised  "KU" 
(Cantaloupes)  page  of  the  code,  to  become  effective  on  July  10.    If  anyone 
who  has  a  code  book  fails  to  receive  his  or  her  copy  of  this  page  in  due  time, 
please  advise  the  Washington  office. 


Uin 
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lib.  NJ3RTH  CAROLINA  POTATO  SEASON  CLOSING- 

R.  L.  Sutton  sent-  the  following  report  f rom  Mt .  Olive,  N.  Cv  under 
date  of  June  2^:- 

;  "The  North  Carolina  potato  .season,  which  has  .'"been  featured  by  high  aver- 
age yields  and  low  prices, 'is  now  drawing  to  a  close.    There  will  be  fairly 
active  shipments  for  the  balance  of  this  week,  but  the  month  of  June  will  see 
practically  all  of  the  North  Carolina  potatoes  dug.    The  acreage  was  somewhat 
greater  than  last  year, and  the  yield,  at  least  in  certain  sections,  is  running 
much  greater  than  in  I93O.    There  are  many  cases  in  the  Mt.  Olive  district, 
where  the  growers  are  digging  ,20  or  25'  barrels  to  each  barrel  of  seed  planted, 
or  175  to  225  bushels  per  acre,  on  the  basis  of  standard-width  rows.    The  cus- 
tomary practice  in  this  section  is  planting  potatoes,  with  cotton  in  between, 
the  potato    rows  being  5  to  6  feet  apart . 

"Growers  have  received  $1.25-$1.75  per  barrel  for  their  stock.  The 
formers  in  most. cases  sell  to  the  dealers  for  cash,  either  loading  straight 
cars  or  joining  together  to  fill  out  cars.    All  indications  point  to  at  least 
1,000  more  cars,  with  conservative  estimates  of  the  total  movement  exceeding 
g,500  cars.  :  Last,  year,  the  total  shipments  -were  7,355  cars.    The  movement 
from  the  southeastern  coastal  sections  has  largely  been  completed;  the 
Mt.  Olive  district  will  possibly  ship  an  additional  U00  cars,  with  the  major- 
ity of  the  tonnage  yet  to  be  moved  from  the  Elizabeth  City  section. 

"The  quality  of  this  year's  crop  has  been  very  satisfactory .  Dealers, 
buyers  and  others  associated  with  the  industry  all  agree  on  the  high  class  of 
the  potatoes  moving  out  of  North  Carolina  this  season." 

E„  1.  lillson,  in  charge  of  the  Elizabeth  City  field  station,  wrote  the 
following  letter  also  on  Ju.ne  2U :- 

"The:  North  Carolina  potato  shipping  season  is  near  an  end.  _  Fairly 
heavy  shipments  from  the  Elizabeth  City  district  are  expected  during  the 
remainder  of  this  week,  with  the  fore  part  of  next  week  being  the  wind-up. 
By  June  23  this  year  7,395  cars  were  shipped,  as  compared  with  6,26S  a  year 
ago .  £ 

"Prices  declined  after  the  heavy  shipments  of  last  week  and  the  pre- 
vailing f.o.b.  usual-t erms  price  for  stave  barrels  of  U.S. No.  1  stock  is  $  1 . 5^' 
Beginning  the  latter  part  of  last  week,  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in 
the  demand  for  North  Carolina  potatoes  in  the  Middle  West.    This  demand ^ occur- 
red at  a  most  opportune  time,  as  all  the  eastern  markets,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  the  New  England  States,  were  in  liberal  supply  and  demand  was 
low.    With  the  Norfolk  and  Eastern  Shore  sections  of  Virginia  well  started, 
the  competition  in  the  East  is  very  keen,  particularly  as  the  season  is  on  the 
wane  here,  with  the  resultant  decline  in  quality." 

ll-|b.    NORTH  CAROLINA  APPLES  COST  501  PER  BUSHEL 

Investigations  by  the  Extension  Horticulturist  in  the  Brushy  Mountain 
area  of  North  Carolina  indicate  that  the  cost  of  growing  apples  to  maturity  in 
that  section  is  23^  per  bushel.    Picking  the  crop  cost  5^  per  bushel,  and  all 
overhead  charges  amounted  to  226,  making  the  total  cost  of  one  bushel  50rf  • 
The  four  prominent  growers    who  furnished  the  cost  data,,  had  kept  records  on 
7,250  trees  from  S  to  20  years  old- 
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12b.  DETAILED  IMgOgMAglOH  HEEDED  Oil  COHTAIISRS 

In  the  preparation  of  each  confident ial ' report  by  field  men  and  each 
report  of  market  station  activities  by  market  station  men,   it  is  requested 
that  the  following  information  be  included  regarding  the  containers  in  which 
the  commodities,  for  which  summaries  are  prepared,  have  been,  marketed  during 
the  season  covered:  • 

1.  Types  and  sizes  of  containers  used. 

2.  If  crates  or  poxes,  accurate  inside  dimensions  (depth,  width  and 
length  ,  the  length  measured  at  center  of  head,'  so  as  to  disregard  inside 
posts).    Also  a  statement  of  type  of  construction,   such  as  veneer  or  sawed 
shook,  wire-bound,  etc. 

3.  Het  weight  of  contents,  and  gross  shipping  weight  or  customary  bill- 
ing weight. 

U.    Humber  of  packages  per  carload,  the  range  and  usual  or  average 

number . 

5.    Approximate  percentage  of  the  total  seasonal  movement  from  the 
district  in  erch  type  or  size  of  container. 

Some  of  this  information  has  been  furnished  in  the  past  but  it  is  de- 
sired   that  it  be  furnished  regularly  hereafter,    -embers  of  the  Standard  Con- 
tainer Project  have  particularly  requested  such  material,  in  order  that  they 
may  keep  informed  as  to  the  use  or  adoption  of  new  containers  in  the  different 
sections  of  the  country.    There  are  also  numerous  other  requests  and  uses  for 
such  data. 

Many  important  changes  in  the  use  of  containers  have  taken  place  in 
recent  years,  among  which  might  be  mentioned  the  following:  the  adoption  of  the 
western  lettuce  crate  in  Texas  and  other  southern  producing  districts, and  the 
recent  use  of  the  half  lettuce  crate  in  the  same  areas ;  a  shift  from  6-basket 
andH-basket  crates  to  lugs  for  tomatoes,  and  a  similar  shift  with  peaches  from 
the  6-basket  crates  to  bushel  baskets  and  tubs,  and  recently  the  extensive  use 
of  the  half-bushel  basket;  the  remarkably  rapid  adoption  of  the  100-pound  even- 
weight  sack  for  potatoes  and  also  an  increasing  use  of  small  bags;  50-pound 
sacks  for  onions  instead  of  larger-sized  sacks-  or  crates,  etc.     Such  changes 
may  be  made  gradually,  or  without  attracting  much  attention,  and  later  it  is 
difficu.lt  to  determine  just  when  and  how  it  all  happened.    A  complete  record, 
carried  in  each  of  the  above-nnmed  reports,,  will,  over  a  period  of  years,  fur- 
nish most  valuable  inf ormatidrn. 

13b.  MORE- IMPORTANT  VARIETIES  0?  GEORGIA  PEACHES '  HOW  MOVIHG 

The  following  letter  came  from  R.  E.  Keller,  at  Macon,  under  date  of 
June  20:- 

"The  Georgia  peach  situation  hasn't  changed  much  since  last  week. 
Except  for  light  local  showers,  occurring  over  last  week-end,  the  drought  is 
continuing  unabated.    Pirst  Uneedas  matured  so  small  that  they  were  barely  mer- 
chantable, and  now  Early  Rose  are  facing  the  same  difficulties.    The  deal  is 
likely  to  continue  on  a  strictly  commission  basis  until  the  peaches  become 
large  enough  to  sell.    So  far,  f.o.b.  sales  of  any  description  have  been  so 
scarce-  that  it  has  been  practically  impossible  to  establish  a  shipping-point 
market . 

"The  Uneeda  shipments  will  be  completed  by  the  middle  of  next  week 
(June  2U).    The  Early  Rose  variety  will  move  mostly  during  next  week;  however, 
the  final  movement  will  extend .into  July.    Pirst  shipments  of  Hileys  are  ex- 
pected by  the  25th  of  this  month,  with  the  movement  getting  into  full  swing  by 
July  1.    The  maturity  of  this  year's  crop  is  fully  a  week  behind  last  year's." 

B.  C.  Boree,  Specialist  in  Market  Hews. 
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TEMPORARY  EIELD  STATIONS  OP  MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


Station- 

Ma.il 
List 

In 

Charge 

Reports 

Eirst 
Bulletin 

Probably.  . . 
will  close 

BRATTLE Y ,  CALIE.** 
Planters  Hotel  Bld^ 

SOS 
*  •  ! 

A. 

E. 

Prugh 

Cants. 
W-melons  : 

May  6 
June  1 

July  11 
July  11 

POCOMOKE  CITY,  MD.**  \ 
Peninsula  Bldg.  I 

S7S  , 

V. 

H. 

Nicholson 

Sthr.* 

Potatoes 
Cucumbers 
Cant  s . 

May 
June 
•7u  "1  v 
Aug. 

31  ; 
12  . 

6  ' 

3  ; 

June  17* 
Aug.  1 
July  25 
Aug.  15 

MT,  OLIVE,  I.  C.**  : 
P.  0.  Box  266  j 

S10A 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

Potatoes 

June 

k  • 

June  27? 

ELIZABETH  CITY,  N.  Ct* 
Chamber  of  Commerce  '• 

:S10 

H. 

E. 

Willson 

Potatoes 

June 

3 

July  1 

JACKSONVILLE,  TEXAS** 

Sll 

W. 

D. 

G-ooge 

Tomatoes 

June 

S 

July  3 

MASON,  C-A** 
%\ 5  G-a .  Casualty  Bldg , 

833 

R. 

E. 

Keller 

Peaches 

June 

8 

Aug.  1 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.** 
D02  Security  Bldg. 

815 

R. 

G-. 

Risser 

Cants . 

June 

25 

July  25 

MOULTRIE,  GA.** 

S32 

.  s- 

M. 

P  , 
eterson 

W-melons 

June 

29 

'  July  IS 

HUMBOLDT ,  TEN!.** 

S06 

;  J. 

B. 

Owens 

Tomatoes 

July 

1 

:  July  25 

The  following  station  probahly  will  open  on  date 

indie 

ated 

CANDOR,  N.C.** 

935 

:  H. 

E. 

Willson 

, Peaches 

:  July  S 

j  July  30 

The  follcn 

ring 

Stf 

\tions  close  on  da.tes  indicated 

• 

CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MISS., 
City  Hall 

,S05 

:  J- 

B. 

Owens 

•Vegs. 
jTomatoes 

:  May 
•  June 

5 

9 

June  9 
.  June  30 

LSESBURG,  ELA„** 
City  Hall  Bldg. 

912 

:  R. 

M. 

Peterson 

■ W-melons 

'■  June 

S 

June  27 

**States  cooperating  *  Reports  discontinued 


W.  E.  Cox  in  San  Erancisco  A.  M.  McDowell  in  St.  Louis 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Denver  W.    G-.  Thompson  in  Chicago 

W.  D.  Hull  in  Washington  H.E.Rutland  at  Shin  Pond,  Me. 


EIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes  in 

this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc .     CERTIFICATION  OE  APPLES  FOR  EXPORT  TO  CHEAT  BRIT IAN 

The  British  embargo  of  I93O,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  low  grade 
American  apples  during  the  period  July  7  to  November  15,  has  been  made  perma- 
nent.   The  -order  permits  the  importation  of  only  the  higher  grades  of  apples 
and  any  grade  of  barreled  apples  lower  than  U.S.  No.  1  or  any  grade  of  boxed 
apples  lower  than  Eancy  is  not  permitted  to  enter  the  country.    A  special  form 
of  certificate  is  required,   showing  that  each  lot  of  apples  meets  one  of  the 
recognized  grades.    This  certificate  will  be  -issued  at  the  ports  only  and  will 
not  be  issued  at  shipping  point  or  any  interior  market. 

^ne  Special  Certificate,  s-pecif ied  by  the  British  Apple  Order,  will  be 
issued  at  ports  of  export  only.     This  certificate  will  not  be  issued  unless 
the  packages  are  marked  to  show  (l)  the  name  and  address  of  the  packers,  (2) 
the  variety,   (3)  grade,  and  (k)  minimum  size.     This  information  should  appear 
in  label,   stamp,  or  stencil  form,  and  unless  all  points  have  been  included  the 
Special  Certificate  will  be  refused.    On  lots  which  are  incorrectly  marked  as 
to  minimum  size,   the  Special  Certificate  will  not  be  issued  until  the  packages 
are  properly  marked.    Markings  as  to  minimum  size  apply  to  eastern  apples  in 
barrels  and  baskets  and  to  jumble-packed  boxes  but  not  to  tier-packed  apples 
in  boxes,  which  are  marked  with  the  number  of  apples  contained  therein.  A 
check  mark  should  be  placed  after  the  name  of  the  grad.es  represented  in  a  lot 
covered  by  the  Special  Eorm  Certificate.     In  the  case  of  combination  grades, 
they  will  be  certified  as  of  the  lower  grade.     This  Special  Certificate  will 
be  issued  on  the  basis  of  the  Export  Eorm  Certificate,  subject  to  proper  iden- 
tification and  check.    When  the  Export  Eorm  Certificate  is  not  obtained  at 
shipping  point,   it  may  be  obtained  at  the  port,  provided  the  apples  meet  all 
the  requirements  as  to  apple  maggot  and  worms,  and  freedom  from  spray  residue. 
Only  those  lots  which  meet  the  requirements  of  the  grades  specified  in  the 
order  can  be  exported  to  Great  Britian. 

The  fee  for  a  special  quarantine  certificate,  required  on  export  ship- 
ments of  apples  to  Great  Britian  between  July  J  and  November  15,  1931,  shall 
be  $1.00  when  issued  at  United  States  ports  and  $U.OO  when  issued  at  Canadian 
ports.    When  inspection  is  made  to  determine  grade  or  when  samples  are  drawn 
for  chemical  analysis,  the  regular  fee  of  $i+.00  per  car  will  be  charged  for 
the  Export  Eorm  Certificate  and  no  charge  made  for  the  Special  Eorm  Certifi- 
cate.    The  fees  are  to  apply  when  the- special  forma  are  issued  on  the  basis  of 
Export  Eorm  Certificates  without  actually  making  inspection  of  the  fruit,  ex- 
cept for  the  purpose  of  identification  and  check. 

The  applicant  will  probably  desire  the  original  and  one  copy  of  the 
speieal  form;  one  copy  will  be  mailed  to  Washington,  leaving  two  copies  for 
the  office  files,  the  plan  being  to  type  five  copies,  including  the  ribbon 
copy  and  four  carbons.    No  space  is  provided  for  recording  the  fee  on  this 
special  formmd  it  should  not  be  shown  on  the  original  or  any  copies  delivered 
to  interested  parties.    This  fee,  however,   should  be  recorded  on  one  office 
file  copy  and  on  the  copy  sent  to  Washington.    The  following  notations  will  be 
sufficient  in  this  connection:     "Eee  $1.00"  or  "No  charge."    These  special 
forms  will  be  consecutively  numbered. 


TOMATOES  in  10  intermediate  States  may  total  5,871, .000  bushels,  or 
nearly  one-fourth  more  than  last  season. 
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2c.    EXPORT  FORM  CERTIFICATES 

The  policies  governing  the  use  of  the  Export  Form  Certificate,  which 
was  issued  at  shipping  point  last  year,  .will  "be  continued  this  year.     In  the 
"boxed  apple  States,  the  fruit  will  have  to  pass  the  chemical  test,  as  hereto- 
fore.    In  "barreled  apple  States,   the  Export  Form  Certificate  will  indicate 
freedom  from  apple  maggot  and  usual  tolerance  for  other  worms, except  in  cer- 
tain districts  where  chemical  analysis  for  spray  residue  vail  also  "be  required. 
As  to  apple  maggot,  no  tolerance  is  permitted; the  fruit  must  "be  free  from  it. 
As  to  other  worm  damage,  the  regular  tolerance  provided  in  the  higher  grades 
only  will  be  allowed  (boxes,  -  the  regular  tolerance  in  I'lxtra  Fancy  and  Fancy; 
barrel  State  grades  -  U.  S.  Fancy  and  U.  S.  Ho.  1).    Shipping-point  inspectors 
in  the  East  will  refuse  to  issue  Export  Form  Certificates  on  lots  which  show 
conspicuous  residue  on  the  cheeks  of  the  apples,  unless  chemical  analysis 
shows  the  residue  to  be  less  than  the  world  tolerance  of  .01  grain  per  pound 
of  fruit. 

After  November  15,   it  is  expected  that  the  use  of  the  Export  Form 
Certificate  will  be  continued  on  the  same  basis  as  last  year  when  the  Special 
Form  Certificate  was  not  required  at  the  ports.     It  has  been  decided  that  the 
Export  Form  will  not  be  issued  on  Unclassified  lots  (which  cannot  be  exported 
to  Great  Britian  until  after  November  15),  which  show  worms  or  open  worm  holes 
in  excess  of  the  tolerance  for  U.  S.  Fancy  and  U.  S.  No.  1. 


3c .     CROP  NOTES  FROM  IDAHO 

L.  G.  Schultz  sent  the  following  information  in  a  letter  of  June  12 
from  Boise,  Idaho:- 

"I  am  leaving  in  the  morning  for  the  north  and  of  the  State  and  will 
be  gone  approximately  a  week.    I  expect  to  take  a  few  days*  leave  while  in 
the  vicinity  of  Spokane,  but  will  return  to  Boise  not  later  than  June  27. 

"Cherry  shipments  have  started  at  Lewiston  and,  aside  from  slight  rain 
damage,  a  fair  crop  is  expected.    The  cherry  harvest  has  also  started  at 
Emmet t  and  will  begin  at  Payette  next  Monday,  the  22nd.    The  quality  at 
Emmet t  and  Payette  is  most  excellent,  as  they  have  had  no  rain  or  hail  to  date. 
The  matter  of  price  is  undecided  as  yet.    The  only  sales  made  to  date  were 
several  cars  of  Bings  at  g^.    An  offer  of  3i^  for  Royal  Anns  was  received  by 
an  Emmett  firm,  and  I  understand  that  several  cars  will  be  shipped  east,  loose 
in  lugs,  mostly  on  consignment. 

"Fresh  pea  shipments  have  been  going  forward  steadily,  originating  at 
Emmett,  Fruitland,  Caldwell  and  Nampa.    The  quality  has  been  excellent, 
although  there  have  been  no  cars  of  straight  Fancy  stock.    A  few  cars  of 
lettuce  have  also  been  shipped,  but  except  for  that  loaded  at  Nampa  the 
quality  has  not  been  very  good.    There  will  be  a  few  cars  of  early  potatoes 
moved  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  and  shortly  after  the  4th  of  July  the 
movement  will  be  quite  heavy,  as  there  is  a  considerable  acreage  of  Bliss 
Triumphs  and  Irish  Cobblers  in  Idaho." 


4c.    REVISED  GRADES  FOR  SAWDUST-PACK  GRAPES 

With  this  D.  L.,  all  inspectors  will  receive  copies  of  the  revised 
Federal  Standards  for  Sawdust-Pack  Grapes.  If  anyone  is  overlooked  in  th; 
distribution,  he  should  at  once  request  a  copy  of  the  grades. 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  OF  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 


|Approximat 

e  date  of 

State 

Supervisor 

Products 

1  Opening 

Closing 

LOUISIANA: 

H.  S.  Moles, 

University  Station, 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 

: Vegetables 

;  Nov.  5 

jjuly  10 

TEXAS : 

H.  T.  Longino, 
•  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
San  -^-ntonio,  Texas 

-Vegetables 

i  Nov.  20 

■July  10 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason, 

k02  Ochoa  Bldgv 
San  Juan,  P.  R. 

Citrus 

Apr.  1 

:Nov.  1 

ALABAMA: 

J.  A.  Marks, 
P.  0.  Box  166, 
Foley,  Ala. 

Vegetables 

Apr.  13 

j  July  15 

MISSISSIPPI: 

P.  S.  Kinsey, 

Crystal  Springs,  Miss. 

Vegetables 

Apr.  20 

July  3 

OKLAHOMA  AND 
ARKANSAS : 

G.  W.  Winfrey, 

J>0k  Manhattan  Bldg., 
Muskogee,  Okla. 

Fru.it  s  and 
Vegetables 

Apr.  27 

July  15 

GEORGIA: 

0.  G.  Strauss, 

Ul3  Pirst  Natl.  Bank, 
Macon,  Ga.  : 

Peaches 

May  25 

July  15 

VIRGINIA: 

H.  H.  Henderson,  : 
30U  Southern  Produce  : 
Building,  ; 
Norfolk,  Va.  ■ 

Potatoes 

June  1 

Jiily  1 

Robert  Bier, 

Cape  Charles,  Va»  ; 

Potatoes 

June  S  : 

July  10 

DELAWARE : 

P.  S.  Zimmerman,  '. 
c/o  State  Board  of  Agr: 
Dover,  Del. 

Apples 

L-,  ; 

July  1  j 

Sept .  1 

TENNESSEE':  ■  • 

W.  J.  Bertush,  \ 
Humboldt,  Tenn.  j 

Tomatoes  : 

July  1 

July  25 

Reports  on  Arkansas  peaches  can  be  had  from  the  Federal-State  Inspection 

Service,  Van  Buren,  Arkansas. 
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5c .     IITSPSCTIOH  OP  C-SOEGIA  PEACES S 

The  following  minimum;  sizes  for  U.  S.  Fancy  and  U.S.  Ho.  1  have  teen 
adopted  under  the  "Georgia  Peach  and  Apple  Standardization  Act"  for  the  1931 
season,  effective  June  2^-:- 


Early  Hose  1  5/g  inches 

Carmnns  1  7/S  " 

Hileys  1  3A  11 


G-eorgia  Belles  1  7/S  inches 

Elbertas  2  " 

Hales  2  " 


All  peaches  that  do  not  meet  with  the  above  requirements  must  "be  ship- 
ped as  "U.S. No.  2,"  "Unclassified"  or  "G-eorgia  Commercial."    The  requirements 
of  the  latter  grade  of  fruit  are  specified  in  the  following  telegram,  recently 
received  from  0.  G.  Strauss :- 

"Commercial  grade  shall  consist  of  one  variety,  mature,  firm,  free  from 
decay,  worms,  worm-holes,  with  25$  tolerance.  It  allows  minor  defects  "but  not 
to  exceed  25$  serious..1? 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  no  minimum  sizes  are  specified  in 
the  U.  S.  grades  and  to  the  fact  that  .some  cars,  which  meet  U.S.  Ho.  1  require- 
ments, may  not  meet  Georgia  U.S.  Ho.  1  on  account  of  "being  undersized  in  ac- 
cordance with  minimum  sizes  prescribed  under  the  Standardization  Act. 

In  cases  where  the  packages  are  stamped  "Georgia  Commercial  "  and  the 
peaches  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  U.  S.  grades  "but  do  not  comply  with 
the  minimum  size  standard  of  the  Georgia  law,  the  following  statement  is  "being 
used  by  shipping-point  inspectors:  "Stock  grades  U.S.  Ho.  1  hut  fails  to  meet 
Georgia  size  requirements  for  U.S.  Ho.  1."    The  form  of  grade  statement,  which 
has  been  adopted  in  Georgia,  should  also  "be  followed  by  receiving-point 
inspectors . 

6c.     INSPECTION.-   WORK  OH  PEACHES  AHD  WATERMELONS  IN  GEOEGIA 

0.  G.  Strauss  wrote  the  following  letter  from  Macon,  Ga.,  on  June  19?- 
"It  seems  as  if  this  deal  will  never  get  going.    Early  Eose  shipments 
were  supposed  to  start  the  first  week  in  June,  and  they  will  move  this  week 
and  next.    We  are  still  shipping  some  Uneeda-s,  and  it  does  not  seem  now  that 
Hileys  will  start  before  the  25th  and  prohably  not  ■until  a  few  days  later. 

"It  is  very  difficult  to  make  a  guess  on  what  is  going  to  happen,  but 
at  the  present  time  there  is  practically  no  market,  because  of  the  small  size. 
Over  half  of  the  peaches  going  out  now  are  1-5/S  inches  and  smaller.  There 
have  been  a  few  showers  "but  now  enough  to  materially  affect  the  crop. 
Elbertas  still  have  a  good  chance  to  take  on  size,  "but  unless  we  get  some  more 
rain  real  soon  the  Hileys  will  also  "be  small. 

"The  State  is  figuring  on  placing  minimum  size  requirements  on  varieties 
starting  with  Hileys;  this  will  probably  be  inches  on  Hileys  and  2  inches 

on  Elbertas.    Packages  stamped  U.S.  Ho.  1  or  U.S.  Ho.  2  must  then  be  this 
size  or  larger,  and  those  smaller  must  be  stamped  'unclassified.1 

"We  are  inspecting  over  50$  of  the  movement  at  the  present,  and  this 
percentage  will  increase  materially  when  we  get  into  Hileys.    We  have  now  about 
9,000  cars  on  which  inspection  has  been  requested  and,  with  favorable  condi- 
tions, this,  can  jump  to  11,000  but,  with  unfavorable  conditions  continuing,  it 
can  drop  materially. 
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"The  State  Bureau  of  Markets  has  requested,  .that  we  make  some  inspec- 
tions on  watermelons,   and  we  will  probably  start  sometime  next  week  in  extreme 
South . Georgia.    Our  plan  is  to  select  certain  large  shipping  points,  placing 
inspectors  at  these  points  and  not  making  inspections  in  the  ou.tlying  vicinity. 
These  inspectors  would  each  have  two  or  three  helpers  to  do  the  actual  weigh- 
ing of  watermelons  which  would  allow  the  inspector  more  time  to  inspect  for 
quality  and,  in  that  way,  he  will  be  able  to  issue  more  certificates  each  day." 

7c .    CHANGES  IN  LIST  OF  PAST-DUE  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  should  be  added  to  Past-Due  Accounts:- 

Gledhill  and  Putnam,      Avoca,  Hew  York  $3-70 
The  following  names  should  be  taken  off  the  list  of  Past-Due  Accounts :- 

Boll,  J.W.C.                   Durant,- Oklahoma  $4.00 

Bill  Parvin  OoSqpsny       Yakima,,  Washington  $4.00 

Martin,  Jesse,                Robstowh,  Texas  $1.00 

R.  C.  BUT  HER, 
Supervisor ; of  Inspection. 

OFFICE  BOTES: 

On  Tuesday  night,  Edward  L.  Roberts,  General  Manager  and  Secretary  of 
the  'National  League  of  Commission  Merchants,  died  at  his  home  in  Washington. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  yesterday  in  a  local  church,  and  burial  will 
be  at  Granville,  N.  Y.    For  a  number  of  years,  Mr.  Roberts  was  employed  in  the 
Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates  in  this  Bureau  and  later  in  our  own 
Emit  and  Vegetable  Division.    He  had  been  with  the  National  League  for  possi- 
bly 10  years,  being  promoted  to  his  high  executive  position  several  years  ago. 
Mr,  Roberts  had  many  friends  in  our  Bureau,  who  regret  his  passing.    He  bad. 
been  in  ill  health  for  several  months. 

E.  G.  Robb  went  to  Orono,  Maine,  the  early  part  of  this  week,  where  he 
attended  the  New  England  Institute  of  Cooperation,  held  at  the  Agricultural 
College.    He  was  on  the  program  for  two  addresses  Wednesday  on  the  subjects :- 
"The  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act  in  Operation"  and  "What  Consumers 
in  Northeastern  United  States  Want  for  Potatoes." 

J.  W.  Park  left  Washington  on  Sunday  for  a  two  weeks'  investigational 
trip  in  northeastern  States.    He  is  conferring  with  officials  of  the  fruit  and 
vegetable  auction  companies  and  with  representatives  of  this  Division,  in 
order  to  obtain  data  on  the  basis  of  which  the  Department  Bulletin  1362  will 
be  revised  and  brought  up  to  date. 

R.  G.  Hill  returned  last  Saturday  from  his  southeastern  trip  because  of 
illness,  and  has  been  c  onf  iiied  to  his  home  since  his  teturn.    He  made  investi- 
gations for  the  Standardization  Project  in  the  blueberry  producing  sections  of 
North  Carolina  and  in  peanut  districts  of  the  Southeast. 

H.  J.  Clay,  in  charge  of  market  reports  in  the  Washington  office,  left 
last  Sunday  on  his  vacation.  He  is  motoring  with  his  family  to  Niagara  Falls 
and  Chicago,  after  which  he  will  go  to  points  in  Kentucky  before  returning  to 
Washington. 
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OFFICE  NOTES  (Continued) ; 

Br  ice  Edwards  returned  some  days  ago  from  his  southern  trip  for  the 
Regulatory  Branch  of  the  E.  &  V.  Division,  and  has  since  gone  to  Hew  York  Citjj 
to  handle  matters  connected  with  the  enforcement  of  the  P.  A.  C.  Act  in  that 
market  and  vicinity. 

Herbert  Graff  made  trips  to  Richmond  and  Roanoke,  Va.,  this  week,  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  products  in  those  markets. 

W.  E.  Phillips,  of  the  Toledo  inspection  office,  spent  this  week  in 
Chicago,  /where  he  assisted  with  the  rush  of  inspection  work. 

It  is  understood  that  W.  A.  Hilgeson,  who  substituted  recently  in  the 
Memphis  inspection  office,  and  D.  C.  Beelcr,  who  substituted  in  Kansas  City, 
have  returned  to  their  headquarters  in  Chicago. 

M.  A.  Russell,  of  the  Chicago  inspection  staff,  left  on  Wednesday  night 
for  southern  Illinois,  where  he  spent  the  last  three  days  of  the  week,  making 
arrangements  for  shipping-point  inspection  work  on  apples, 

W.  J.  Bertush  Trent  to  Humboldt,  Term.,  from  Chicago  last  night,  and 
will  conduct  a  training  class  for  tomato  inspectors  on  Eriday  and  Saturday, 
preparatory  to  the  season's  inspection  work  on  this  product  in  western 
Tennessee.    His  headquarters  will  be  at  Humboldt  for  about  a  month. 

E.  S.  Zimmerman  has  gone  from  New  York  City  to  Dover,  Del.,  where  he 
will  supervise  the  shipping-point  inspection  work  on  apples  for  the  next  two 
months . 

G.  R.  Warren  has  completed  his  supervision  of  shipping-point  inspec- 
tions on  North  Carolina  potatoes  and  will  return  to  the  New  York  office,  where 
he  will  assist  with  inspection  work  until  he  goes  to  northern  Maine  on  potai  . 
toes.    He  visited  the  Washington  office  today. 

R.  M.  Peterson  will  close  the  Leesburg,  Ela.,  field  station  on  water- 
melons this  Saturday  and  proceed  to  Moultrie,  Ga.,  where  he  will  continue  to 
issue  market  reports  on  this  product.    The  Moultrie  station  will  take  the 
place  of  the  office  operated  in  former  seasons  at  Thomasville  or  Valdosta,  Ga, 

J.  B.  Owens  will  complete  his  period  of  service  at  Crystal  Springs, 
kiss.,  next  Tuesday  and  proceed  to  Humboldt,   Term.,  where  he  will  issue  mar- 
ket reports  on  western  Tennessee  tomatoes, 

R.  G.  Risser  yesterday  opened  the  news  service  on  cantaloupes  at 
Phoenix,  Arizona,    He  had  been  on  vacation  at  various  p'oints  in  southern 
California. 


T.  C.  J.  Baker,  of  the  Standard  Container  project,  went  to  Philadelphia 
a  few  days  ago  to  investigate  a  complaint  concerning  alleged  no n- standard  con- 
tainers for  berries. 
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W«  L.  Evans,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch  in  Washington,  spent  one  day 
recently  in  Philadelphia,  testifying  in  a  case  under  the  Produce  Agency  Act. 

It  is  expected  that  R.  L.  Sutton  will  close  the  potato  field  station 
at  Mt .  Olive,  N.  C,  this  Saturday,  after  which  he  will  come  to  the  Washington 
office  for  a  short  period,  before  going  out  on  relief  duty. 

On  completion  of  his  training  in  inspection  work  in  Chicago  at  the  end 
of  this  week,  M.  M.  Thomas  will  return  to  his  headquarters  in  St.  Louis  and 
then  go  on  two  weeks'  leave.    A.  M.  McDowell  will  continue  to  handle  the 
St.  Louis  market— news  work  during  this  period. 

S.  T.  Gar lick  in  Philadelphia  and  Samuel  Leitzer  in  lew  York  City  have 
"been  given  their  usual  temporary  appointments,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
auction  prices  in  those  markets  during  the  next  few  months. 

The  inspectors'  training  class,  which  has  been  in  operation  in  Chicago 
for  the  past  six  weeks,  will  be  closed  this  Saturday.    Members  of  the  class 
will  move  as  follows: 

-  Robert  B.  Emery  will  proceed  to  the  New  York  office  of  the  Inspec- 

tion Service,  where  he  will  be  located  for  the  present. 

-  Charles  L.  Packard  will  go  to  the  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  office  and 

relieve.1... R.  B.  Donaldson,  while  the  latter  is  on  vacation. 
About  July  15,  Mr-.  Packard  will  open  a  new  inspection  office 
at  Scranton,  Pa. 

-  Kenneth  R.  Slamp  will  go  to  the  Harrisburg,  Pa.,   inspection  office 

and  assist  with  the  work  conducted  from  that  point. 

-  L.  C.  Tate  proceeds  to  the  Minneapolis  office,  where  he  has  been  per- 

manently assigned  to  assist  R.  M.  Ferguson. 

-  M.  M.  Thomas  returns  to  the  St.  Louis  market-news  office,  which  is 

his  permanent  headquarters. 

-  R.  C.  Hastings  will  return  to  his  work  for  the  State  at  Fargo,  U.Dak. 

-  T.  M.  Patterson  likewise  will  return  to  his  State  work  in  Mississippi. 

The  PHILADELPHIA  offices  of  the  P.  &  Y.  Division  are  moving  this  Satur- 
day, June  27,  to  the  Mariner  and  Merchant  Building,  3rd  and  Chestnut  Streets. 
Inspection  Service  will  be  in  Room  609  and  Market  Nev/s  in  Room  6hU.  Please 
at  once  note  this  change  of  location  on  the  Market  Station  Address  list  and 
the  Inspectors1  Address  List.    The  telephone  numbers  remain  unchanged. 

The  branches  of  the  leased  wire  to  Jacksonville,  Pla.;  Jackson,  Miss.; 
New  Orleans,  La.,  and  San  Antonio,  Texas,  will  be  discontinued  for  the  season 
on  June  30,  -  next  Tuesday. 

Aaron  Stambaugh,  local  market  reporter  in  Washington,  will  be  on  10 
days*  leave,  beginning  July  1.    During  his  absence,  W.  D.  Hull  will  report 
the  local  market. 

Next  Saturday,  July  h,  will  be  observed  as  a  holiday  in  all  offices. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Not  for  publication 

1  a .    CANNED  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  GRADING  SERVICE 

Announcement  was  made  some  weeks  ago  that  the  grading  service  on 
canned  fruits  and  vegetables  would  become  a  new  project  in  the  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Division  on  July  1,  with  Paul  M.  Williams,  of  the  Warehouse  Divi- 
sion, as  Project  Leader. 

The  development  of  this  standardization  and  grading  work  was  placed 
in  this  Division,  because  the  new  activity  is  skin  to  our  present  inspection 
service  and  it  was  believed  that  our  large  force  of  inspectors  and  market- 
news  men  may  be  used  in  drawing  samples  and  handling  other  matters'  incident 
to  this  work.    Available  funds  make  it  probable  that  canned  food  inspectors 
can  be  placed  in  but  few  markets;  nevertheless,  every  office  in  this  Division 
will  be  expected  to  handle  requests  for  grading,  even  though  it  is  not  a 
grading  paint.    Applications  should  be  accepted,  samples  drawn  as  outlined 
herein  and  forwarded  to  the  nearest  canned  goods  grading  office.    For  a  few 
weeks,  all  samples  should  be  sent  to  Washington,  addressed  to  this  Depart- 
ment, Room  7  -"l27  -  Building  "F",  7th  and  B  Sts.,  N.  W.    The  samples  will 
be  graded  in  Washington  and  certificates  forwarded  the  applicant.  This 
procedure  should  be  explained  to  each  applicant  for  inspection.    Until  other- 
wise advised,  the  cost  will  be  $3.00  per  sample,  plus  expressage,  for  all 
inspections  made  or  .samples  shipped  direct  to  Washington  by  the  applicant, 
or  $5»°0  Per  sample  if  the  sample  is  drawn  by  a  member  of  our  force. 

As  soon  as  possible,  the  regulations  for  the  new  service  will  be  sent 
you,  with  more  detailed  instructions  for  sampling.    For  the  present,  samples 
are  to  be  drawn  at  the  rate  of  one  can  from  each  1,000  cans  in  any  lot  of 
No.  3  size  cans  and  smaller,  and  one  can  from  each  JQO  cans  of  No.  10  size. 
The  sample  must  be  representative  of  the  lot.    Every  portion  of  the  lot 
should  be  sampled,  top,   sides,  bottor.:.,  and  interior  of  the  lot,   stack,  or 
c  car  load. 

With  each  lot  of  samples,  there  should  be  forwarded  to  the  gracing, 
office  the  usual  application  form,  describing  the  lot  from  which  the  samples 
were  drawn.    Such  forms  will  be  furnished  as  soon  as  possible. 

Every  employee  will  bear  in  mind  that  this  new  activity  is  as  much  a 
part  of  the  work  of  the  Division  as  is  his  regular  work.     It  is  an  entirely 
new  field,   with  interesting  and  important  possibilities.     It  begins  with 
little  money  and  must  have  the  cordial  assistance  and  good  will  of  all  of 
us.    There  will  seldom  be  a  case  so  urgent  that  we  must  neglect  any  regular 
duty  to  attend  to  it.     In  most  cases,   it  will  not  be  imperative  to  ship  the 
sample  on  the  day  the  request  is  received,  although,  prompt  service  always 
makes  friends  for  the  Department. 

In  the  near  future  a  few  members  of  the  present  staff  may  be  trained 
to  make  these  inspections.    Eventually  a  considerable  percentage  of  the  force 
may  be  qualified.    This  project  is  likely  to  have  its  short  and  busy  seasons. 
Thereafter,  it  may  furnish  a  valuable  fill-in  activity  for  many  inspection 
offices,  thus  helping  to  moke  our  whole  I  nspection  I  roject  more  nearly  self- 
supporting. 

WELLS  A.  ShERIAN 

(Page  421) 
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2a.    SAVINGS  TO  BE  EFFECTED  DURING  THIS  FISCAL  YJBAB 

On  account  of  the  deficit  in  the  U.S.  Treasury  at  the  close  of  last 
fiscal  year,  the  Administration  has  adopted  a  policy  for  decreasing'  ex- 
penditures for  its  regular  work  during  the  new  fiscal  year.    All  departments 
and  individual  offices  have  "been  requested  to  make  a  saving  during  this 
year,  -  in  other  words/  to  turn  hack  as  large  a  percentage  of  their  rpproprir.- 
tions  as  found  possihle,  consistent  with  the  essential  work  to  be  handled. 

The  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  is  "being  requested  to  operate  on 
allotments  approximately  $150,000  less'  than  anticipated  for  the  present  fis- 
cal year.    While  most,  of  this  sum  will  be  deducted  from  appropriations  for 
new  work,  all  units  of  the  Division  must  necessarily  participate  to  some 
extent.    We  hope  not  to  curtail  any  regular  activity,  but  purchases,  travel 
and  other  controllable  expenditures  must  be  held  down  to  the  minimum.  It 
is  requested  that  all  offices  watch  their  costs  closely    and  avoid  incurring 
any  obligations  not  actually  essential  to  the  successful  carrying  on  of  the 
work. 

In  furthering  the  interests  of  economy  for  this  fiscal  year,  the 
Department  has  adopted  the  policy  of  "No  promotions."     In  general,  vacancies 
will  be  filled  only  when  absolutely  necessary. 

WELLS  A.  SHERMAN 


3a.    SUMMARIES  RECENTLY  ISSUED 

The  Washington  office  this  past  week  issued  another  field  suaaaryj'r 
"Marketing  Utah  Peaches,  1930  Season,"  by  Leonard  S.  Fenn,  of  Salt  Lake  City. 

The  San  Francisco  office  issued  a  Summary:-*  "Marketing  California 
Fresh  Perches,  I93O  Season,"  by  C.  J.  Hansen  and  0.  W.  Holmes. 

Ua.    LOUISIANA  STRAWBERRIES 

An  editorial  in  the  Miami  Herald  for  June  19  says:  "Figures  just  made 
public  show  that  the  present  strawberry  season  in  Louisiana  has  broken  all 
records — broken  them  to  smithereens.    The  region  devoted  to  the  luscious  red 
fruit  produced  H,721  cars  this  year,  which  is  1,800  carloads  more  than  were 
shipped  in  1929>  the  previous  record  year.    This  year's  tremendous  crop  was 
produced  on  about  the  sane  acreage  as  was  planted  last  year,  which  means 
the  yield  was  just  twice  what  it  was  in  1930.    This  year's  crop  brought 
$9,000,000  to  the  growers,  the  average  return  per  acre  being  $375,  though 
many  acres  did  twice  as  well... So  here  is  a  hand  across  the  gulf  to  the 
strawberry  parishes  of  Louisiana.    They  begin  when  Florida  quits.    May  they 
always  do  their  work  as  well  as  they  did  this  year.    There  can't  be  too  many! 
strawberries." 


5a.    HANDLING  CALIFORNIA  CELERY  CROP 

The  May,  1931,  monthly  bulletin  of  the  California  State  Department  of 
Agriculture  contains  a  lU~paged  article  by  W.  R.  Stay  and  F.  C.  Cadwallader 
on  the  subject:  "Handling  California  Celery  Crop."     It  is  illustrated  by  a 
series  of  excellent  photographs  and  charts.    Copies  can  probably  be  obtained 
from  the  Department  at  Sacramento. 
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lb.    SOUTHERN  TEXAS  MELON  CROP  SAVED  BY  TIMELY  RAINS 

M.  G,  Longino,  of  the  San  Antonio  office,  cent  the  following  report 
under  date  of  June  29:- 

"Heavy  rains  visited  the  southern  Texas  watermelon  districts  during 
the  past  week-end,  and,  while  nearly  a  week  too  late  for  the  older  vines,  the 
rains  will  greatly  help  the  young  crop  and  increase  the  tonnage  accordingly. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  500  cars  would  have  moved,  as.  the  vines,  were  "burning 
fast,  hat  now  the  estimate  is  1,000  cars  or  more  for  Pleasant  on,  St~>ckdale 
and  nearby  points. 

"Quality  of  the  melons  shipped  has  been  very  good,  with  very  little 
diseased  stock  showing  up.     Most  shippers  were  not  overly  anxious  to  harvest 
their  melons  this  season  because  of  the  low  opening  prices  and,  as  a  result, 
very  few  green  melons  were  shipped. 

"The  demand  for  Texas  Tom  Watsons  has  been  rather  active,  due  in  part 
to  the  light  shipments.    Practically  all  loadings  were  sold  before  they  rolled 
and  I  have  not  heard  of  a  car  that  was  consigned.    Demand  for  Dales,  however, 
has  been  slow  and  for  several  days  it  was  almost  impossible  to  sell  them. 
They  have  been  discounted  10^-20^  per  cwt.  under  the  prevailing  f.o.b,  prices 
for  Watsons. 

"Cash  buyers  opened  the  season  at  Pleasant on  by  paying  around  S0^  per 
cwt.  for  30-pound  average  Tom  Watsons,  with  5^  differential  per  pound,  average, 
up  and  down.    This  price  held  fairly  steady  until  it  was  impossible  to  reach 
the  terminal  consuming  centers  for  the  July  Uth  trade;  then  the  price  dropped 
sharply  to  around  55^-60^.    Usual  terms  prices  have  been  from  20^  to  35^  per 
cwt.  higher  than  the  cash  prices." 


2b.    RECENT  NEWS  ON  COLORADO  LETTUCE 

B.  E.  Surry  wrote  as  follows  from  the  Denver  office  in  a  letter  of 
June  27  !- 

"Lettuce  shipments  from  Colorado  increased  slightly  during  the  past 
week,  averaging  about  15  cars  daily.    Demand  was  generally  good  the  first 
part  of  the  week,  with  crates  of  Iceberg  selling  at  $2.50~$3  on  &n  f.o.b. 
usual  terms  basis.    The  seed  now  being  used  is  supposed  to  have  heat-resistant 
advantages,  but  the  continued  hot  weather  has  done  considerable  damage  and 
the  growing  lettuce  is  not  doing  well.    Shipments  next  week  may  be  even  less 
than  this  week,  on  account  of  the  anticipated  increase  in  movement  of  mixed 
cars  from  this  section..    Since  the  cabbage  crop  is  late  this  year,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  fill  out  quite  a  number  of  cars  with  lettuce.    The  lettuce  from 
the  Mountain  section  is  expected  to  move  in  a  small  way  around  July  20.  The 
decrease  in  demand  lowered  the  top  price  today  to  $2.75  Per  crate.  However, 
some  orders  have  been  hooked  for  next  week's  delivery  at  $2. 50-$ 2. 85.  The 
quality  of  Colorado  lettuce,  thus  far,  has  been  very  satisfactory  except  for 
solidity.     Cars  are  grading  mostly  firm  to  fairly  firm,  with  some  soft.  Most 
shipments  would  grade  70$  to  ZOfo  U.S.  No.  1." 


ONIONS  in  seven  intermediate  States  this  year  my  amount  to  2,629,000 
bushels,  or  nearly  30$  more  than  last  summer.    All  States  show  increases. 
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5b.    MOVEMENT  OF  EASTERN  SHORE  POTATOES  DELAYED 

The  following  letter  of  June  36  came  from  V.  H.  Nicholson  at  the 
Pocomoke  City  field  station:-.  .... 

"Rain  last  Tuesday  night  slowed  the  movement  of  Eastern  Shore  potatoes 
and  total  shipments  last  week  amounted  to  slightly  over  1, 900  .carlots,  or  a 
little  under  the  expected  movement.    With  shipments  -from  the  Eastern  Shore 
and  North    'Carolina  lighter  than  had  been  anticipated,  the  market  strength- 
ened oil  Wednesday  of  last  week,  and  most  sales  on  Friday  were  in  the  range  of 
$1.90-$ 2.    On  Saturday,  an  attempt  was  made  to  raise  the  price  to  mostly  $2, 
but  the  demand  at  that  price  was  very  slow,  and  shippers  found  it  necessary 
to  sell  for  $1.90  in  order  to  obtain  any  volume  of  business.    Several  ship- 
pers held  quite  a  number  of  loaded  cars  for  Monday,  and-  a  few  cars  were 
rolled  to  diversion  points.    Yesterday,  the  price  dropped  to  $l.S0~s>1.90  and 
the  indications  are  that  it. may  be  lower  today.     (Note:  It  was  down  to  $1.75 
by  July  1.) 

"The  distribution,  of  Eastern  Shore  shipments  has  been  considerably 
wider  this  past  week.    Points  in  Illinois,  Michigan,  Ohio  and  Indiana  have 
been  taking  several  cars  daily.    A  few  cars  have  been  billed  to  points  as 
far  west  as  St.  Paul  and"  Duluth,  and  Milwaukee  has  been  taking  a  few  cars 
each  day.    With  the  peak  movement  from  the  Norfolk  section  past  and  with 
the  season  in  North  Carolina  over,  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  a  better 
demand  for  Eastern  Shore  potatoes  in  the  Middle  West. 

"Yields  in  Northampton  County  (Virginia)  have  been  running  lighter 
than  at  this  time  last  year.    However,  the  season  is  nearly  a  week  late  and 
it  is  probable  that  yields  will  become  somewhat  heavier  as  the  harvest  pro- 
gresses.   To  date,  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  has  shipped  3»013  c"rs  or 
considerably  less  than  the  H,651  cars  by  this  date  last  season.  Maryland 
ha.s  shipped  only  5  carlots,  against  32  a  year  ago. 

"Movement  from  the  Shore  will  probably  be  a  little  heavier  this  week, 
but  shipments  are  expected  to  be  rather  light  on  Thursday  and  Saturday. 
Growers  have  been  slow  to  harvest  their  potatoes,  as  they  believe  the  market 
will  improve  after  July  U  and  that  may  retard  the  movement  this  week. 

"A  few  cucumbers  were  expected  to  move  from  Salisbury  yesterday,  but 
shipments  will  probably  be  light  until  next  week,    feather  conditions  have 
,been  favorable  .and  the  crop  is  in  a  fair  condition.    Yields  are  expected  to 
be  heavier  than  last  summer,  but  the  shipping  season  will  probably  be  short." 


Ub.     INCREASED  CANADIAN  TARIFF  AFFECTS  MISSISSIPPI  TOMATO  MOVEMENT 

J.  B.  Owens  sent  the  following  letter  from  Crystal  Springs  011  June  2g> 
"Shipments  of  tomatoes  from  Mississippi  during  the  week  ending  June 
27  totaled  9S6  cars,  or  19  less  than  the  previous  week's  output.    Both  peak 
days  for  the  season  occurred  on  Tuesday,  with  2lU  cars  each,  the  first  being 
June  16  and  the  second  June  23.    The  movement  through  June  27  was  approxi- 
mately 1,000  cars  less  than  last  season  to  date  and  the  present  outlook  is 
that  the  season  total  will  be  600  to  S00  cars  less  than  in  I93O.  Fairly 
heavy  shipments  will  go  out  of  Mississippi  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  this 
week,  but  after  that  time  loadings  will  fall  off  rapidly. 

"The  f.o.b.  market  during  the  past  week  was  conspicuous  for  its  ^ 
strength  in  the  face  of  heavy  shipments,  and  was  more  or  less  of  a  surprise  1 
to  the  factors  here.     The  general  expectation  was  for  a  break  in  prices  on 
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Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  with  an  upward  trend  during  the  last  part  of  the 
week  and  possibly  a  strong  finishing  price  at  the  end  of  the  derl •  However, 
the  market  opened  on  Monday  (June  22)  with  a  slight  advance  over  the  closing 
prices  for  the  previous  week  and  continued  tb  advance  until  on  Thursday 
flats  were  selling  at  70^  and  lugs  at  $1.30,  cash  track.    At  these  prices 
the  demand  "becane  much    slower  and  prices  "began  to  decline.    Most  of  this 
activity  during  the  first  part  of  the  week  was  due  to  heavy  buying  for  the 
Fourth  of  July  trade. 

"Word  was  received  on  Thursday  of  the  increase  of  the  Canadian  duty 
to  6^  a  pound.    This  created  an  active  demand  for  the  snail  ex  sizes,  which 
are  usually  preferred  for  the  Canadian  trade,  as  Friday  was  the  last  day  that 
shipments  could  be  billed  to  Canada  and  escape  this  new  duty.    The-  demand 
on  Saturday  was  very  light  and  most  shipments  rolled  unsold.    This  Canadian 
duty  has  blighted  all  hopes  of  a  successful  finish  for  this  deal,  as  the 
sizes  are  running  very  small  and  the  Canadian  markets  are  the  main  ou.tlets 
for  this  kind  of  stock.    The  situation  here  is  more  or  less  demoralized 
and,  while  there  is  considerable  stock  left  to  be  shipped,   the  market  con- 
ditions during  the  next  week  will  determine  the  movement." 


5no .    TEXAS  TOMATO  SEASON  BATHER  UNSATISFACTORY 

W.  D.  G-ooge  sent  the  following  letter  from  Jacksonville,  Texas,  on 
June  29:-- 

"The  Texas  tomato  season  last  week  Wcas  featured  by  a  rapid  rise  in 
prices  during  the  first  four  days,  followed  by  what  may    be  described  as  a 
collapse  Friday  and  Saturday.    Prices  paid  to  growers  rose  from  1^  a  pound 
to  as  high  as         Thursday,  and  lugs  in  carloads  on  a  cash- track  basis  went 
from  85^-90^  to  ?1. 25-$1.35.    But  by  Saturday  night  prices  declined  to  their 
old  levels,  and  many  cars  were  rolling  unsold.    Speculators  seemed  to  have 
misinterpreted  the  good  demand  during  the  early  part  of  the  week,  and  paid 
higher  prices  than  market  conditions  would  justify. 

"The  deal  in  Texas  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close.    Operators  antici- 
pate three  fairly  heavy  shipping  days  this  week,  after  which  shipments  will 
drop  below  100  cars  a.  day.    Hot  weather  and  Lack  of  rain  are  already  af- 
fecting the  quality  of  the  stock.    Probably  half  the  cash-track  buyers  have 
left  for  Arkansas  and  Tennessee,  and  most  of  the  others  "will,  be  gone  by 
Thursday.     On  the  whole,,  the  season  has  been  very  unprofitable  to  growers-. 
Prices  have  been  low  and  culling  has  been  unusually  heavy  for  this  section. 
Most  shippers  have  refused  to  take  tomatoes  that  would  not  grade  U.S.  No.  1." 

6b.    RECENT  HEWS  OH  GEORGIA  AND  CAROLINA  PEACHES 

R.  E.  Keller  wrote  in  part  as  follows  from  Macon,  Ga.,  in  a  letter  of 
June  27  :- 

"Peach  shippers,  who  are  closely  in  touch  with  the  North  Carolina 
situ.ation,  tell  me  that  the  season  up  there  is  .fully  a  week  later  than  last 
year.    Georgia' s  harvest  is  now  about  10  days  behind  that  of  193°,  due  mostly 
to  dry  weather  prevailing  over  the  southeastern  peach  belt.    Fnile  North  Caro- 
lina has  had  more  local'  showers  than  G-eorgia,  the  same  general  drought  is 
prevalent  up  there .   

"Last  year  the  first  Hileys  left  Georgia  on  June  l6,  whereas  this  year 
the  first  cars -will  likely  move  about  Wednesday,  July  1.    The  first  car  of 

(continued  at  bottom  of  next  page) 
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Station 

Mail 
List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletin 

Probably 
will  close 

BRAWLS  Y,  CALIF. ** 

Planters  Hotel  Bldg. 

SOS 

A. 

E. 

Prugh 

Cants. 
W-melons 

May  6 
June  1 

July  11 
July  11 

P0C0M0K3  CITY,  MD.'**  : 
Peninsula  Bldg. 

S7S 

V. 

H. 

Nicholson 

St"br.* 

Potatoes 

Cucumbers 

Cants. 

May  21 
June  12 
July  2 
Au  £  ^ 

June  17* 
Aug.  1 
July  25 

mean,  ga.** 

U15  Ga.  Casualty  Bldg 

S33 

R. 

E. 

Keller 

Peaches 

June  S  ■ 

Aug.  1 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.** 

u^o  ooouu-xoy  jjxdg. 

Si  5 

R. 

G. 

Risser 

Cants . 

June  25 

July  25 

MOULTRIE,  GA.** 

S32 

R. 

M. 

Peterson 

W-melons 

June  29 

July  IS 

HUMBOLDT ,  TENN.** 

S06 

J. 

B. 

Owens 

Tomatoes 

July  1 

July  25 

CANDOR,  N.  C.** 

H. 

F. 

Will  son 

•  ■Poaches 

July  S 

July  30 

MT.  OLIVE,  N.  C.** 
P.O.  Box  266 

S10A 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

1     V-U.U^O  J.11U.J.1. 

Potatoes 

June  4 

June 

27 

ELIZABETH  CITY,  N.  C,** 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

S10 

H. 

F. 

Willson 

Potatoes 

June  3 

June 

30 

JACKSONVILLS,  TEXAS** 

Sll 

w. 

D. 

Googe 

Tomatoes 

June  S 

July 

3 

i 


**  St (at e  cooperating 

W.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco 
B.  E.  Surry  in  j/.trtl'-nd 
W.  D.  Hull  in  Washington 
R.  L.  »Sutton  in  New  York 


■*  Reports  discontinued 

W.  D.  Googe  in  Fort  Worth 
A.  M.  McDowell  in  St.  Louis 
W,  G.  Thompson  in  Philadelphia 
H.  E.  Rutland  at  Shin  Pond,  Me. 


FIELD  -MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes  in 

this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 


(continued  from  Page  4-25)  ~ 
Car mans  is  expected  Monday  or  Tuesday,  June  29  or  3°>    Elbertas  are  still  very 
small  and  the  initial  forwardings  are  now  expected  about  the  middle  of  July. 
Shipments  to  date  in  Georgia'  amount  to  only  1,165  cars,  compared  with  1,701 
a  year  ago,  and  in  North  Carolina  12  cars,  as  against  4-7  a  year  ago. 

"The  completion  of  the  Early  Rose  harvest  and  the  delay  in  maturity  of 
Carmans  and  Hileys  has  resulted  in  a  decline  in  shipmemts.    Hence,  for  the 
first  time  this  season,  the  f.o.b.  market  has  brightened.    Prices  have  advanced 
for  the  last  two  days,  and  shippers  and  farmers  heave  cleaned  up  their  holdings  [ 
each  day . " 

B.  C.  BOREE, 

\  Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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lc.    ATTENTION.  SUPERVISING  INSPECTORS: 

Shipping-point  inspection  is  conducted  under  cooperative  agreements 
with  the  different  States  v/hich  provide  for  inspection  of  products  grown  in 
the  State.    In  some  cases,  licensed  inspectors  have  certified  shipments  on 
arrival,  which  moved  interstate.    Licensed  shipping-point  inspectors  have 
no  authority  to  inspect  shipments  from  other  States.    That  work  is  straight 
Federal  work.    All  licensed  inspectors  should  he  warned  regarding  this  natter, 
"because  certificates  which  are  issued  in.  violation  of  their  authority  have 
no  standing  and  Taring  criticism  on  the  service. 

2c.     INSPECTION  I-TOTES  PROM  OKLAHOMA  AMD  ARKANSAS 

A  letter    of  June  29  from  G.  W.  Winfrey  indicates  that  he  expects  to 
close  the  inspection  office  at  Muskogee,  Okla.,  at  the  end  of  this  week  and 
move  his  headquarters  to  Van  Buren,  Ark.,  until  peaches  become  heavy  at 
Nashville,  Ark.    Oklahoma  inspection  records  will  he  maintained  at  the  State 
Market  Commission  office  at  Oklahoma  City  on  the  few  scattered  ears  of  po- 
tatoes and  .tomatoes  which  will  still  he  inspected  in  that  State. 

Commenting  on  the  Oklahoma  inspection  work,  Mr.  Winfrey  said:  "The 
potato  deal  has  not  been  good  in  any  respect'.    We  have  inspected  about  the 
average  number,  of  cars  but  considerably  less  than  last  year.    This  is  the 
first  season  that  we  have  had  clean  stock  here,  hut  the  scab  has  been  the 
worst  ever  known  and  very  few  cars  graded  No.  1  on  that  account." 

He  also  advised  that  about  10  inspectors  are  working  on  cucumbers  and 
tomatoes  in  southern  Arkansas  but  the  tonnage  there  is  not  heavy.  Applica- 
tions have  been  received  for  inspection  of  about  U,000  cars  of  peaches,  some 
2,500.  around  Nashville  and  the  remainder  widely  scattered. 

There  are  prospects  of  peach  inspections  at  two  or  three  points  in 
Missouri  and  probably  some  work  on  grapes  and  tomatoes  in  that  State. 


3c.     INSPECTION  OP  UTAH  CANNERY  TOMATOES 

In  a  letter  of  June  2b,  L.  S.  Penn,  of  the  Salt  Lake  City  office, 
outlines  the  prospects  for  inspection  work  on  cannery  tomatoes.    He  indi- 
cates that  a  very  satisfactory  deal  is  expected  and  the  work  probably  will 
begin  actively  about  August  20.    He  adds:-  "The  tomato  crop  at  this  time 
looks  good.    S0ne  additional  acreage  was  contracted  over  the  original  esti- 
mate.   However,  a  shortage  of  irrigation  water  will,  no  doubt,  cut  the 
average  yield  to  about  the  expected  tonnage." 

^c.     IMP ORTANT_CHANGE S_j N  SIZE  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  GEORGIA  PEACHES  ^ 

In  Par  5c  of  last'  week's  Division  Letter,  the  minimum  size  require- 
ments were  given  for  U.S.  Fancy  and  U.S.  No.  1  peaches  in  Georgia,  as  pro- 
vided under  the  Georgia  Peach  and  Apple  'Standardization  Act. 

A  telegram  of  July  2  from  0.  G.  Strauss  advises  that  the  Commission- 
er  of  Agriculture 'has  reduced  the  size  requirements  l/g  inch  on  all  varie- 
ties, and  it  is  also  provided  that  the  new  minimum  sizes  shall  apply  to 
U.S.  No.  2  fruit  as  well  as  to  U.S.  Fancy  and  U.S.  No.  1,  as  follows:- 


Car  mans 
Hileys 

Georgia  Belles 


1  3 A  inches 
1  5/S  inches 
1  3 A  inches 


Elbert as 
Hales 


1  J/%  inches 
1  7/S  inches 


K2B 


Approximate  date  of 

Super vi  sor 

Opening 

LOUIS  L'lIA:  ; 

H.  S.  Moles, 

University  Station,- •• 
jjfiuuii  n.ouge ,  jja. 

Vegetables  .. 

Nov.  5 

July  11 

1 

TEXAS:  : 

K.  T.  Longino,  ' 
Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Ocui  miounxo,  xejiatj 

Vegetables  \ 

Nov.  20 

July  11 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason, 

k02  Oehoa  BldgB, 

Finn   ,Tn  n  n      P  T? 

Citrus  : 

Apr.  1 

Nov .  1 

ALABAMA:  : 

J.  A.  Marks, 

P  0     Bn-v  1  fiPi 

Foley,  Ala. 

Vegetables  \ 

Apr.  13 

T,,n  „    -1  r- 

July  ±9 

ARKANSAS : 

G.  I.  Winfrey, 

Vnn  "I-^t  i,t,p'v'i      A  t*1(~ 

V  c  VII    -U  UJ.  O  ..  1 5     iaJ.  lv  o 

Fruits  and 

Vp  cff»t  oIt"!  p 

Apr.  d{ 

A.,  ^.  Tt 

■llU^,. 

GEORGIA: 

0.  G.  Strauss, 

Ul  7  ]?T-r*f5+    TJn+1  PnnV 

'-rXJ}    J-  XJ.  o  1/     l\)t'„l»X.  -LJiUix^, 

Macon,  Ga. 

Peaches  ■ 

May 

T-.,-|  -T  <~>A 

juiy  <du 

VIRGINIA: 

Robert  Bier, 

uape  wxaixes,  va. 

Potatoes 

June  8 

July  iu 

DELAWARE : 

P.  S.  Zirxiernan, 

c/o  oop.ue  JsoarcL  ox  ji^i  1 
Dover,  Del. 

■  Apples 

July  1 

£>Cpt»  1 

TENNESSEE : 

¥.  J.  Bertush, 

Tomatoes  ; 

July  ± 

uuxy  09 

KANSAS : 

■  V.  V.  West gate, 
•      c/o  State  Board  of  Agr., 
Topeka,  Kans. 

■  Potatoes 

July  6 

Aug.  15 

Reports  on  the  following  products  can  be  obtained  from  offices  indicated :- 

Missouri  potatoes  P.  M.  Lyle,  Kansas  City  office. 

Iowa  onions.  R.  C.  Lindstrom,  Des  Moines  office. 

Kentucky  products  C.  Curry,  Louisville  office. 

OklcJiopa  products  Okla.  Market  Commission,  Oklahoma  City. 

R.  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 


5c .  ADDITIONS  POR  LIST  OP  PAST-DUE  ACCOUNTS 

Marsh,  A.  E.,  Company  Yakima,  Wash. 

Morris,  John,  Jr.  Harlingen,  Texas 


$4.00 
$4.00 
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O.PPICE  NOTES ;  ,  ,  •,,  .  • 

J. ,  W. ;Park  is  'expected /hack  next  .Mpn&ny  -f yon  .his  eastern  trip  on 
which  he  nr.de  a  study  of  fruit,  and  produce  auctions,    J.  P.- Cross  returned 
on  Tuesday  fron  his  recent  trip  in.  the  int-erest,  of .  dairy  reports.  On 
Wednesday,  he  made  a  brief  trip  to  Baltimore  in  the  interest  of  reports  fron 
transportation  lines,    Wendell  Calhoun  returned  to  his  desk  on  Thursday 
norning,  after  having  visited  market-news  offices  in  the  East. 

L,  C.  Carey,  in  charge  of  the  Standard  Container  Project,,  expects  to 
leave  Washington  early  next  week  for  a  no  nth1  s  trip  on  which  he  will  noire  a 
survey  of  Clinax  baskets  and  one-quart  containers.    He  will  also  visit  pack- 
age factories,  in  the  interest  of  the  enforcement  of  the  work  on  splint  "bas- 
kets and  other  containers.    He  plans  to  cover  western  New  York,  northern 
Ohio,  western  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  on  this  trip.    Stops  will  be  made  at 
oO  or  nore  towns.    He  hopes  to  return  fron  this  trip  about  August  5. 

T.  C.  J.  Baker  left  on  Wednesday  for  a.  brief  trip  to  Burlington,  Iowa; 
Omaha,  Nebr.,  and  Cobden,   111.,   to  investigate  complaints  of  alleged  viola- 
tions of  the  Standard  Container  Acts.    He  probably  will  return  about  the 
middle  of  next  week,  and  will  then  proceed  to  Hew  York,  Philadelphia,  Vine- 
land,  IT. J.,  Laurel,  Del.,  -  Salisbury,  Md.,  Norfolk,. Va. ,  and  lit.  Olive,  N.C., 
to  confer  with  package  manufacturers  and  others  in  the  interest  of  the  en- 
forcement of  the  Standard  Container  Acts.  ... 

s"   v  " 

B.  C.  Boree  will  be  on  vacation  all  of  next  week  in  Saint  Marys  County, 
Maryland.    W.  l.  Evans,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch  in  Washington,  has  gone  on 
vacation  at  Lee  Center,  N.Y.,  and  J.  W.  Strowbridge,  of  the  Standardization 
and  Research  Project-,  has  gone  to  Dundee,  N.Y.,  on  annual  leave. 

R.  L.  Sutton  closed  the  Mt.  Olive  field  station  last  Saturday  and  erne 
to  the  Washington  office  for  a  few  days.    He  has  now  proceeded  to  New  York 
city,  where  he  will  substitute  during  the  next  month,  while^S.  W.  Russell 
and' 3.  R.  Biddle  take, -their  annual  leave. 

K.  P.  Willson  closed  the  market-news  office  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.C., 
on  Tuesday  and  will  go  to  Candor,  N.C.,  where  he  will  begin  to  issue  reports 
on  peaches  about  next  Wednesday. 

ft.  D.  Googe  will  return  to  his  headquarters  at  Port  Worth  for  a  few 
weeks,  after  closing  the  Jacksonville,  Texas,  field  station  this  Priday. 

B.  E.  Surry  will  leave  Denver  at  the  end  of  this  week,  as  Bryce  Morris 
expects  to  be  back  from  his  vacation  today.    Mir.  Surry  will  proceed  to  the 
Portland,  Oregon,  office  of  the  Market  News  Service,  where  he  will  assist 
J.  D.  Hamilton  during  the  next  six  months.    Mr.  Hamilton  will  frequently  be 
away  from  Portland  on  checking-trips  in  connection  with  the  market  reports 
on  northwestern  apples,  as  issued  from  the  Spokane  office. 

A  rush  of  inspection  work  in  Boston  this  week  necessitated  the  assis- 
tance of  H.  L.  Ceer,  of  the  Providence  off  ice,,  and  G-,  R.  Blount,  of  the 
Philadelphia  office. 

(over) 
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OPPICP  HO  TBS  (Continued)  ; 

W.  Gary  Thompson  has  gone  from  Chicago  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  will 
substitute  in  the  narket-ne'ws  office  during  the  successive  absences  of  J.  G, 
Scott  and  *.T.  E.  Butts  on  annual  leave  during  the  next  six  weeks. 

The  Jacksonville,  Flo...  office  of  the  Inspection  Service  will  he  closed 
during  July  and  August.    E.  H.  vonGlahn,  local . inspector,  will  assist  with 
the  work  in  Hew  York  City  during  this  period. 

It  is  understood'  that  practically,  all  of  the  shipping-point  inspections 
on  ITorfolk  potatoes  will  he  completed  this  week,  and  H,  H.  Henderson,  who  has 
been  supervising  this  work,  will  resume  his  regular  duties  at  the  ITorfolk 
office. 

P.  C.  Lindstrom  has  gone  fron  Des  Moines  to  the  Pleasant  Valley  dis- 
trict of  Iowa  to  inaugurate  the  shipping-point  work  on  onions.  He  expects 
to  return  to  Des  Moines  office  about  July  15,  and  reports  on  Iowa  onion  in- 
spections can  be  had  directly  fron  that  office. 

I*.  C.  Beeler  went  fron  Chicago  to  Des  Moines  to  substitute  there  for  a 
few  days  during  Mr.  Lindstrom' s  absence.    The  Des  Moines  office  will  be  closed 
fron  about  July  6  to  15,  as  Mr.  Beeler  will  proceed  to  Kansas  City  at  the  end 
of  this  week  and  substitute  a  few  days  at  that  office  before  he  goes  to  Omaha, 
where  he  will  be  stationed  during  the  remainder  of  July  and  August. 

P,  M.  Lyle  will'1  spend  the  first  few  days  of  next  week  in  the  Orrick 
section  of  Missouri,  getting' the  shipping-point  work  started  on  potatoes.  He 
plans  to  return  to  his  Kansas  City  headquarters  about  the  middle  of  the  week, 
and  reports  on  Missouri  potato  inspections  can  be  had  from  Kansas  City  office. 

V.  V.  West gate,  of  the  Onaha  office,  will  proceed  to  Topeka,  Kansas, 
by  July  g,  where  he  will  supervise  the  shipping-ijoint  inspection  work  on 
Kaw  Valley. potatoes.    D.  C.  Beeler  expects  to  reach  Onaha  about  July  g  and 
will  substitute  in  that  office  during  the  six  weeks  of  Mr.  Westgate1  s  absence. 

B,  H.  Eowell,  of  the  Chicago  staff,  has  been  substituting  during  the 
past  week  or  more  for  J.  E,  Dickerson,  at  Indianapolis  inspection' off ice. 

P.  S.  Kinsey  will  complete  his  supervision  of  shipping-point  inspec- 
tions in  Mississippi  today  and  will  pro  ce  e  d  to  the  New  Orleans  office,  where 
he  will  substitute  for  J.  W.  Coleman,  while  the  latter  is  011  leave  during 
the  next  two  weeks.    Prom  July  20  to  early  August,  Mr.  Kinsey  vail  be  on  va- 
cation at  Los  Angeles  and  other  points  in  the  West* 

W.  P.  Phillips,  of  the  Toledo  inspection  office,  was  obliged  to  return 
to  Chicago  again  this  week,  to  help  with  the  rush  of  inspections  in  that  city. 

W;  A,  Hilgeson,  of  the  Chicago  staff,  is  spending  some  tine  in  St.  Louis 
in  connection  with  the  inspection  work.  | 

G.  f>  Winfrey  will  move  today  from  Muskogee,  Okla.,  to  Van  Buren,  Ark., 
as  the  potato  inspection  work  in  Oklahoma  is  about  finished.    Work  on  Arkansas 
peaches  will  soon  become  heavy. 
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la.    RECENT  NEWS  REGARD  DIG  PORTO  RICAN  INSPECTION  FORK 

A,  S.  Mason,  in  a  letter  of  July  1  from  San  Juan,  advised  that  for  the 
period  ending  June  30,  1931,  a  total  of  192,31*+  packages  of  grapefru.it,  orange 
pineapples  and  peppers  was.  inspected  in  Porto  Rico.    This  includes  three  monti 
work,  beginning  about  April  1.    The  months  of  July  and  August  are  expected  to 
average  at  least  125,000  packages,  and  September,  October  and  November  should 
average  about  100,000  packages  each  month.    Continuing,  Mr.  Mason  wrote : - 

"It  will  interest  you  to  know  that  all  but  five  packing  houses,  which 
in  a  year's  time  pack  between  125,000  and  150,000  boxes,,  are  now  using  Govern- 
ment inspection    on  all  shipments  packed  to  meet  requirements  of  the  U.S.  No. 2 
or  higher  grades.    This  week,  we  are  starting  inspection  o  n the  fruit  of 
Knight  &  Roren,  who  are  probably  the  largest  shippers  of  grapefruit  on  the 
Island.    Their  shipments  in  a  year  probably  run  to  more  than  150,000  boxes.  Up 
until  this  time,  they  have  had  most  of  this  fruit  inspected  in. New  York  for 
sale  in  England,  but  have  now. transferred  their  inspections  to  Porto  Rico." 


2a.    ADDITIONAL  SUMMARIES.  ISSUED  - 

Two  additional  summaries  of  recent  shipping  seasons  were  issued  by  the 
Washingto  n  office  this  week* 

"Marketing  Western  New  York  Peaches,  1930  Season, "  by  R.  L,  Sutton  and 
A.  L.  ^homas;  and  "Marketing  Western  New  York  Pears,  I93O  Season,"  by  the 
same  authors. 

A  four-paged  Preliminary  Review  of  the  North  Carolina  1931  Potato 
Season  was  issued  by  H.  F.  Will son  on  July  1,  before  he  left  Elizabeth  City. 


3a.    NATIONAL  PRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  EXCHANGE 

A  few  'Weeks  ago,  the  board  of  directors  of  the  newly-formed  National 
Pruit  and  Vegetable  Exchange,.  Inc.,  held  a  series  of  meetings  at  the  offices 
of  the  Federal  Farm  Board  in;.  Washington.    .This  Exchange  was  organized  by  co- 
operative commodity  marketing -.associations  throughout  the  country,  to  central- 
ize the  national  merchandising  of  fruits  and  vegetables  controlled  by  these 
cooperatives.    The  board  of  directors  announced  that  ample  support  had  been 
pledged,  in  the  way  of  tonnage,  to  warrant  proceeding  promptly  with  the  opening 
of  an  office,  which  will  be  located  temporarily  in  Chicago,    The  principal 
objective  of  the  new  National  Pruit  and  Vegetable  Exchange,  Inc.,  is  to  form 
a  national  marketing  outlet  for  grower-owned  marketing  associations  handling 
fresh  fruits  and  vegetables.    The  member  associations  will  also  be  given 
assistance  in  standardizing,  cultural  and  packaging  procedure .  (Abstract 
from  the  "Daily  Digest"  of  the  U.S0  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington.) 
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ro.    ARIZONA  CAITTALQUPE-  SSASOI!  limiSUALLY  EARLY  '.,. 

R.  G.  Risser  wrote  as  follows  from  Phoenix,  Arizona,  on  June  28:- 
■     "The  cantaloupe  season  of  1931  in  the  Salt  River  Valley  of  Arizona 
has  been  one  of  extraordinary  earliness.    Weather  conditions  were  conducive 
to  rapid  development  of  the  plants  and  early  maturity  of  shipping  stock.  The 
daily  movement  had  gone  over  the  200-car  mark  on  June  24,  probably  breaking 
all  records  for  shipments  on  that  date  and  being  practically  a  week  ahead  of 
the  abnormally  early  season  of  193G.     Intense  heat  has. further  accelerated 
maturity  and  has  probably  shortened  the  producing  life  of  the  vines.  Maximum 
temperatures  have  soared  to  108°  and  110°,  which  has  had  ran  unfavorable  -  - 
feet  upon  the.  condition  of  the  remaining- crop.    Under  the,  circumstances,  ship- 
pers are  predicting  an  early  finish  and  declare  that  most  of  the  crop  will  be 
off  by  the  Eourth  of  July.    '  '"■ 

"Marketing  conditions  have  been  very    unfavorable.    The  heavy  movement 
of  cantaloupes'  and  miscellaneous  melons  from  Imperial  Valley  has  made  serious 
competition.    The  occurrence  of  July  4  on  a  week  end  has  also  had  a  bad  ef- 
fect, and  general  industrial  conditions  have  not  encouraged  buying.    Most  of 
the  loadings  have  been  rolled  to  eastern  markets  unsold,  the  few  sales  at 
shipping  points  being  around  85f  per  standard  crate. 

"Shippers  are  having  a  very  unprofitable  season,  following  on  the  heels 
of  a  number  of  other  unprofitable  projects  in  other  shipping  districts.    Ag-  3 
gregate  losses  of  those  engaged  in  the  handling  of  perishables  in  the  South- 
west during  the  past  year  and  a  half  have  been  stupenduous,  raid  are  being 
further  increased  by  the  Arizona  cantaloupe  deal."  ■ 


2b.'  EASTERh  SHORE  POTATO  MQVSl.iEITT  LIGHTER  TRAH  EXPECTED  . 

In  a  letter  of  July" 7  from"  Pocomoke  City,  Md.,  V..H.  Nicholson  sent 
the  following  report  on  Eastern  Shore  conditions 

".The  general  feeling  raong  shippers;  and  other  factors  is  that  the 
Eastern  Shore  potato  shipments  will  be  much  lighter  than  at  first  indicated. 
Yields  have  been  running  under  those  of  a  year  ago,  and,  despite  the  frequent 
rains,  most  of  the  stock  is  of  only  medium  size.    One  man  made  the  statement 
that  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  had  shipped  one-third  of  its  crop  by  the 
end  of  last  week.    This  would  indicate  a  crop  of  around  l6,000  cars  and  sever- 
al others  have  estimated  the  production  close  to  that  figure.    VJhile  these 
estimates  may  be  a  little  low;,  present  conditions  indicate  that  shipments 
will  not  exceed  those  of  last  season. 

"Distribution  has  been  very  good.    The  cities  in  the  Middle  Atlantic 
and  Hew  England  States  have  been  talcing  a  large  percentage  of  the  shipments, 
but  there  has  been  a  moderate  movement  to  points  in  Ohio',  Michigan,  Indiana 
and  Illinois.    Several  cars  have  been  billed  to  points  in  Iowa  and  Minnesota. 
Tile,  movement  to  Canada,  however,  has  been  extremely  light. 

"If  the  weather  continues  hot,  with  frequent  rains,   it  is  probable 
that  shipments  of  cucumbers  will  be  .quite  heavy  during  the  next  10  days^or 
two  weeks.     Shipments  this  season  probably  will  be  heavier  than  those  of  a 
year  ago . "  .  .  . 
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3'°-    AVOID  USE  0?  SUCH  WORDS  AS  "TOMORROW"  AMD1" YESTERDAY" 

In  f.o.b,  and  similar  wires,  such  words  as.  "tomorrow"  or  "yesterday" 
should  never  be  used.    The  f.o.b.  reports,  are  not  published  until  the  day 
following  the  period  which  they  cover,  and  such  terms  then  become'  indefinite 
Instead,  the  day  of  the  week  should  always  be  specified,  such  as  "Friday's 
loadings,"  etc.  ' 

U b .    REVISED  "WA"  PAGE  OF  CODE 

With,  this  D.L.,  there  is  being  mailed  a  revision  of  the  "WA"  (Mis- 
cellaneous) page  of  the  code,  to  become  effective  on  July  17.  Any  office 
not  receiving  the  necessary  copies  should  notify  Washington.  Please  note 
that  this  page  replaces  both  the  "WA"  and  "WI"  pages  of  the  present  code. 

5b.    TSMESSSE  TOMATO  MOVEMENT  PAST  ITS  PEAK 

In  a  letter  of  July  6  from  Humboldt,  J.  33.  Owens  sent  the  following 
information  on  tomatoes :- 

"Quality  of  the  first  Tennessee  tomatoes  was  very  ordinary.  Weather 
conditions  during  the  early  growing  season  caused  the  first  cluster  tomatoes 
to  be  rather  large  and  rough'  ,  with  a  heavy  percentage  of  culls,  and  intense 
heat  at  the  beginning  of  the  harvesting  season  was  very  detrimental  to  the 
carrying  quality.    Recent  rains  over  the  district,  followed  by  cool  weather, 
have  done  much  to  improve  these  conditions,  and  it  seems  that  the  present 
shipments  should  arrive  in  a  much  better  condition.    Local  labor  is  used 
almost  exclusively  in  packing  Tennessee  tomatoes,  and  this  is  not  very  con- 
ducive to  uniformity  in  grading  and  attractiveness  in  pack. 

"There  is  very  much  difference  of  opinion  as  to  how  long  the  season 
will  last.    Some  shippers  are  already  venturing  to  say  that  the  half-way 
mark  will  be  reached  with  today's  movement.    Whether  this  be  true  or- not, 
all  indications  point  to  a  short  crop  and  a  short  season." 

6 b .    TEMPERATURES  0E  106  TO  llg  IN  IMPERIAL  VALLEY 

In  a  letter  of  July  6  from  Brawl ey,  Calif.,  the  following  information 
was  included  by  A.  E.  Prugh:- 

"The  cantaloupe  season  ended  earlier  than  expected.    Prom  276  cars 
of  straight  cantaloupes  on  June  25,  movement  dropped  sharply  to  k2  on  the 
30th  and  12  on  July  U.    The  Perfectos  ■  came  on  fast  and  the  vines  did  not 
hold  up  very  long.    With  the  low  prices  prevailing  at  the  time, -  S0^-S5<^ 
cash  f.o.b.,  with  no  premium  for  jumbo  lj-5' s  on  part  of  the  sales,-  and  Ari- 
zona, shipping  heavily,   there  was  not  much  incentive  for  Imperial  Valley 
shippers  to  continue.    On  July  6,  only  two  or  three  shippers  were  packing, 
and  they  expect  to  stop  in  two  or  three  days. 

"To  July  5  inclusive,   the  Valley  had  moved  12,901  cantaloupes,  2,519 
Honey  Dews,  l$4-2  mixed  melons,  1,267  Honey  Balls,  23  Persians  and  20  Casabas, 
a  total  of  IS, 272  cars.     The  Pacific  Fruit  Express  representatives  estimate 
around  22,000  cars  total,  which  would  be  nearly  1+S0'G0  more.    The  season  is 
expected  to  end  earlier  than  last  year,  probably  around  August  1. 

"The  weather  has  been  extremely  hot  lately.    Commencing  with  July  1, 
maximum  temperatures  to  the  6th  have  been  as  follows:-  106,  IIS,  112,  10S, 
111  and  107.     The  vines  may  not  hold  up,  if  such  temperatures  continue." 
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Station 

Mail 
List 

111 

Charge 

Re  ports 

First 
Bulletin 

Probably 
will  close 

POCOMOKE  CITY,  MD.** 

Peninsula  Bldg.  j 

878 

V  . 

tr 

o  o  ux  * 

Potatoes 
Cucumbers 

Vc  .-1  0  fc>  « 

Ipv  pi 
June  12 
July  2 

ii.U.[p .  J 

June 
Aug. 
July 
Aug. 

17* 

1 

25 
15 

MAC ON,  GA.** 

UlR  G-n     Crtqnn"!  t-v  Blrlf 

S33 

R. 

E. 

Keller 

Peaches 

June  8 

Aug. 

l 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.** 
6 02  Security  Bids. 

SIR 

G. 

XL  JL  v_>  k5  w  J. 

C  n  n  t.  R 

June  PR 

July 

18 

MOULTRIE,  GA.** 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

S32 

R« 

M. 

Peterson 

W-neions 

June  29 

July 

IS 

HUMBOLDT,  TENN.** 

so6 

J. 

B. 

Owens 

!  Tomatoes 

July  1 

July 

15 

CANDOR,  N.  C.** 

935 

H. 

F. 

Will son 

•  Peaches 

July  20 

Aug. 

12 

The  following  station  closes  on  date 

indicated: 

BRAWLSY,  CALIF,** 
Planters  Hotel  Bids. 

80S 

A 

• 

E. 

Prugh 

■  Cants. 

¥~Mel'ons 

May  6 
June  1 

July  11 
July  11 

**  State  cooperating 

W.  P.  Cox  in  San  Francisco 

B,  E.  Surry  in  Portland 

R.  L.  Sutton  in  New  York 

A.  E.  Prugh  at  Brawl ey,  Calif. 


*  Reports  discontinued 


ft 


W.  D.  Googe  in  Port  Worth 
A.  II,  McDowell  in  St.  Louis 
W.  G.  Thompson  in  Philadelphia 
H.  E.  Rutland  at  Shin  Pond,  Me.  J 


H.  P.  fillson  at  Candor,  N.  C. 

PIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 

in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date, 

7b.    ARIZONA  CANTALOUPES  ENCOUNTER  A  BAD  MARKET 

A  second  letter  was  received  from  R.  G.  Risser,  at  Phoenix,  under  date  I 
of  July  5:~ 

"A  serious  situation  has  developed  in  the  marketing  of  Arizona  canta- 
loupes.   The  heavy  shipments  from  Salt  River  Valley  this  season  started  while 
the  heavy  movement  or  second  peak  of  Imperial  Valley  was  under  way.    v.n  the 
morning  of  July  3,  shout  69O  cars  were  reported  as  the  combined  track  holdings 
of  the  12  leading  cities.    Monday  morning  (July  6)  is  expected  to  show  one  of 
the  heaviest  track  accumulations  of  cantaloupes  on  record,  possibly  surpassing 
the  high  points  of  all  previous  seasons.     (957  cars  were  reported  on  track 
that  day,  July  6.-  Editor's  note) 

"In  anticipation  of  this  situation,  some  of  the  Arizona,  shippers  agreed 
to  close  down  on  shipments  Saturday  and  Sunday.    The  favorable  effect  of  this 
action,  however,  will  be  somewhat  offset  by  the  continued  shipments  of  Honey 
Balls  and  Honey  Dews  from  the  Imperial  Valley  and  by  the  active  starting  of 
cantaloupe  movement  from  the  Turlock  district  and  nearby  points." 

WENDELL  CALHOUN, 
Marketing  Specialist. 
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Hf  CHAHY  hlApQUARTSRS  OE  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 


Approximate  date  of 

State 

Supervisor 

Product  s 

Opening 

Closing 

LOUISIANA: 

E.  S.  Holes, 

University  Station, 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 

;  Vegetables 

;■  Nov.  5 

:  Aug.  1 

TEXAS: 

H.  T.  Longino, 

Chamber  of  Commerce, 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Vegetables 

:  Nov.  20 

j  Aug.  1 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason, 

k02  Ochoa  Bldg., 
San  Juan,  P.R. 

Citrus 

:  Apr.  1 

llov .  1 

ALABAUA: 

J.  A.  Marks, 

P.O.  Box  166,  ' 
Eoley,  Ala. 

Vegetables 

'..Apr.  13 

■   July  IS 

ARKANSAS : 

G.  17.  Winfrey, 
Van  Bur en,  Ark. 

Eruits  and 
Vegetables 

:    xpr.  27 

j  Aug.  15 

GEORGIA: 

0.  G.  Strauss, 
Ul3  First  Natl.  Bank, 
Macon,  Ga. 

Peaches 

May  25 

July  20 

VIRGINIA: 

Robert  Bier, 
;      Cape  Charles,  Va. 

Potatoes 

June  S  ; 

July  IS 

ARIZONA: 

E.  L.  Ruch, 

6.I5  Security  Bldg. 
Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Cants. 

Grapes 

June  15 
June  25  : 

July  IS 
Aug.  1 

DELAWARE : 

^.  S.  Zimmerman, 

c/o  State  Board  of  Agr., 
Dover,  Del. 

Apples 

July  1  j 

Sept.  1 

TENNESSEE : 

:  *».  J.  Bertush, 
■      Humboldt,  Teim. 

'1'omatoes 

July  1  ; 

July  25 

KANSAS  : 

j  V.  V.  Westgate, 

:      c/o  State  Board  of  Agr., 

;         T0peka,  Kans. 

Potatoes  : 

July  6  : 

Aug.  15 

Reports  on  the  following  products  can  be  obtained  from  offices  indicated:- 

Missouri  potatoes   E.  M.  Lyle,  Kansas  City  office 

Iowa  onions  xLa  C.  Lindstrom,  Des  Moines  office 

Kentucky  products  T.  C.  Curry,  Louisville  office 

Oklahoma  products    Okla.  Market  Commission,  Oklahoma  City 

Massachusetts  onions  0.  A.  McIJiff,  Springfield,  Mass.,  office. 
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T~  INSPECTION  SERVICE  | 

lc .    AN  INTERESTING  REPORT  PIT  CONDITIONS  IN  'IDAHO 

L.  G.  Schultz  wrote  as  follows  from  Boise  in  a  letter  of  July  1:- 

"I  have  just  returned  from  the  northern  part  of  the  State  and  regret 
to  report  that  the  cherry  harvest  in  that  section  was  very  unsatisfactory. 
After  writing  you  on  June  IS,  they  had  several  heavy  rains  which  caused 
serious  damage  and  a  loss  of  approximately  ^>Ofo  of  the  crop.    The  returns  in 
that  section  were  consequently  far  from  satisfactory,  except  in  some  in- 
stances where  the  fruit  was  not  so  badly  damaged „    The  situation  in  southern 
Idaho,  however,  -  in  the  Emmet t  and  Payette  districts,  -  is  entirely  different 
and  they  have  enjoyed  a  very  profitable  season,  sone  growers  averaging  12^ 
per  pound  net  for  Eings  and  Lamberts,  although  I  believe  this  is  above  the 
usual  price  received.    The  quality  in  these  sections  was  excellent,  as  they 
has  no  rain,  and  the  total  movement  will  amount  to  around  60  cars. 

"we  have  shipped  our  first  car  of  Cobblers  potatoes,  and  immediately 
after  the  J+th  of  July  the  movement  will  begin  quite  generally,  the  volume 
depending  entirely  upon  the  price.    The  dealers  are  offering  $1  per  100 
pounds  at  the  present  time,  and  many  feel  that  the  price  will  even  be  lower 
than  this  as  soon  as  the  deal  gets  under  way.    If  prices  can  be  maintained 
at  $1,  there  will  be  a  heavy  movement  this  month, 

"The  fresh  pea  shipments  have  stopped  entirely,  due  to  the  price  de- 
clining to  a  point  that  would  not  justify  picking.    Many  growers  left  half  % 
of  their  crop  in  the  fields,  and  the  total  movement  was  only  about  half  of 
what  was  expected.    There  will  be  some  later  stock  to  be  moved  this  fall,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  conditions  will  improve  by  that  time  sufficiently  r.t  least 
to  justify  the  shipment  of  these  peas." 

2c.    A  REAL  KENTUCKY  STORM 

In  a  letter  of  June  30  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  T.  C.  Curry  told  about 
the  first  severe  storm  he  had  experienced  in  that  city:- 

"I  have  heard  much  about  the  storms  in  Louisville  and  experienced  ny 
first  one  yesterday  afternoon.    About  1:30  P.M.  and  almost  out  of  a  clear 
sky,  200  houses  were  unroofed;  ^00  or  more  large  trees  over  the  city  were 
uprooted;  cars,  lights  and  over  1,500  telephones  were  put  out  of  commission. 
A  wind  of  65  miles  an  hour  was  accompanied  by  heavy  rain.    I  consider  myself 
almost  ranking  a  *Colonel»  now. 

"Due  to  excessive  heat  and  drought  the  past  few  weeks,  the  potato 
movement  from  this  section  will  be  somewhat  delayed  and  will  not  start  in  a 
general  way  until  about  July  13.    It  is  possible  that  0.  few  cars  will  move 
during  the  week  of  July  6;  this,  of  course,  depends  on  the  weather.  Should 
the  severe  hot  spell  continue,  shippers  say  they  won't  attempt  any  loadings. 
Vines  are  dying  now  and,  although  this  immediate  section  had  .a  heavy  rain 
and  severe . windstorm  yesterday  afternoon,  fear  is  felt  that  the  vines  are 
too  far  gone  to  stage  a  comeback. 

"The  potato  crop  will  be  cut  possibly  20$,  and  it  appears  that  stock 
will  ran  almost  one-third  lo.  2's.    But,  after  talcing  all  this  into  consider 
Hon,  the  crop  should  be  larger  and  of  much  better  quality  than  last  season. 
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"Onion  movement  is  on  in  a  small  way  and  the  quality  is  better  than 
for  several  years,  although  none  are  making  U.S.  Ho.  1  grade,  due  princi- 
pally to  bottle-necks  and  seed-stems.    The  stock  is  of  good  size,  most  cars 
running  80$,  or  better,  over  2  inches  in  diameter;  also  generally  clean  and 
bright." 

3c.     IMPORTANT  CHANGE  IN  PROJECT  NUMBER  (121©  carefully) 

~  Project  2101,  "Enforcement  of  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities 
Act,"  was  superseded  on  July  1  by  Project  1801 „    Letters  of  authorization 
drawn  for  the  last  fiscal  year  under  Project  2101  have  been  drawn  under 
Project  1801  for  the  present  fiscal  year.    In  submitting   .expense  accounts, 
items  formerly  charged  to  2101  should  now  be  charged  to  1801,  and  in  trans- 
mitting on  schedule  of  collectionschecks  received  in  payment  for  expenses  in 
connection  with  inspections,  the  appropriation  number  "52303.18  should  be 
shown  instead  of  3131U- • 

It  will  greatly  assist  the  accounting  offices,  if  inspectors,  in^pre- 
paring  expense  accounts,  will  indicate  in  the  body  of  the  account  the  dif- 
ferent items  which  make  up  the  total  shown  as  chargeable  to  1801  on  the  face 
of  the  voucher.    The  number  1801  in  parenthesis  after  each  item  chargeable 
to  'this  project,  or  an  asterisk  and  a  note  indicating  that  certain  items 
are  chargeable  to  1801,  are  suggested,  but  any  other  means  of  segregating 
the  1801  items  will  be  satisfactory. 


^ c •    EINAL  REPORT  ON  FLORIDA.  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS 

A  recent  report  from  0.  G-.  Strauss  indicates  that  4  cars  o 

and  1  car  each  of  grapefruit  and  mixed  citrus  were  inspected  at  E 

shipping  points  during  the  second  half  of  June.    There  were  no  ve 

inspections  for  that  period. 

Total  inspections  for  the  entire  season  through  June  30  we 


Beans  .   2 

Beets   1 

Cabbage   28 

Carrots   8 

Celery  U093 

Cucumbers   78 

Lettuce   22 


Peppers   6l 

Potatoes  1150 

Peanuts.   1 

Strawberries  179 

Tomatoes   215 

Mixed  vegs  «,  35 

Total:  5873 


Grapefruit .... 

Oranges  

Tangerines . . . . 
Mixed  citrus . 
Total: 

Grand  TOTAL: 


f  oranges 
lorida 
ge  table 

re  :- 

775 
Ho 

_iti_ 


1703 
7576 


Comparative  figures  for  other  seasons  are  given  as  follows: 


Total  Elorida  Inspections  through  June  30: 


Season  1922-23.. 

1923-  24.. 

1924-  25. . 

1925-  26. . 

1926-  27.. 


Ib2 

.  8370 
.10660 

•  3S57 
.  99SO 


Season  1927-28. . . . 

1928-  29  

1929-  30.... 

1930-  31.... 


656O 

6375 
7576 


MALAGA  GRAPES  are  now  starting  to  move  from  Imperial  Valley  of  California 
The  Thompson  Seedless  crop  in  that  district  has  been  moved. 
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5c .     WIRE  ORIGINAL  APPLICANT  OR  SHIPPER  REGARDING  REVERSALS 

The  following  instructions  are  given  in  Par.  101,  Part  I,  of  the 
Inspection  Handbook:- 

"^-he  office  making  the  reinspection  will  "be  expected  to  send  out 
the  usual  notices  of  appeal  inspection  to  the  shipping-point'  supervisor 
and  to  the  original  applicant.  The  Washington  office  will  take  up  with 
the  shipping-point  inspector,  through  his  supervisor,  the  reasons  for  the 
reversal  and  will  direct  the  shipping-point  supervisor  to  take  whatever 
action  seems  advisable  to  correct  any  errors  which  have  been  shown  by  the 
appeal  inspection." 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  inspection  office,  reversing  a  shipping-point 
certificate  as  to  grade,  to  inform  the  original  applicants  when  kiiown. 
When  the  original  applicant  Is  not  known,  the  name  ox  the  shipper  should 
be  ascertained  and  a  wire  sent  to  him  regarding  the  reversal.    The  name 
of  the  shipper  can  usually  be  obtained  from  the  receiver  or  the  applicant 
for  inspection, 

6c.    WRONG  USE  CF  11  mid  AS  SIFTED"  DESIGNATION  ON  CER'^mOATS 

An  inspector  recently  reported  a  car  of  tomatoes  as  showing  such 
heavy  decay  that  it  was  impossible  to  determine  accurately  the  percentage 
of  grade  defects,  and  he  used  the  term  ''Unclassif if.d;i_  after  "Grade"  on  the  | 
certificate.,    Probably  the  inspector  intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  the 
grade  of  the  lot  was  undetermined;  but  the  buyer  of  the  car  interpreted  the 
certificate  to  mean  a  grade  of  tomatoes  lower  than  TJGS«  lTo#  2.    In  this  * 
case,  nothing  should  have  been  said  after  "Grade"  because  no  determination 
of  grade  was  made.    When  it  is  impossible  to  determine  grade  on  account  of 
heavy  decay,   the  certificate  should  be  restricted  and  "Grade"  should  be 
blocked  out. 


7c.     SHIPPT]<!G-.»POirjT  INSPECTIONS  PL?  KiSSAClKTSSTTS  ONIONS.. 

A  cooperative  agreement  has  been  made  with  the  Massachusetts  Depart- 
ment of  Agricultures  wheruby  Federal-State  inspection  of  onions  will  be  con- 
ducted this  season  at  shipping  points  in  the  Connecticut  .Valley.  O.A.McNiff, 
who  has  just  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  inspection  office  at  Springfield, 
will  handle  the  supervision  of  this  new  work  and  reports  on  .cars  of  Massa- 
chusetts onions  can  be  had 'directly  from  Mr.  McNiff,  at  Springfield,  Mass. 
It  is  expected  that  at  least  500  or  600  cars  will  be  inspected. 


S c .    RADIO  TALKS  PIT  INSPECTION  WORK  FOR  TEE  NAVY 

On  Friday,  June  26,  from  Station  KGC,  a  radio  talk  was  given  b* 
C.J.  Hansen,  of  the  San  Francisco  office,  regarding  "Fruits  and  Vegetables 
for  the  Navy."    ^his  is  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  talk,  and  copies 
probably  can  be  obtained  by  any  ?ho  desire  them,  directly  from  San  Francisco, 
as  the  Radio  Service  mimeographs  copies  of  all  of  Mr,  Hansen's  weekly  talks. 

J.  33,  Wright,  of  the  San  Pedro  office,  also  prepared  a  radio  talk 
recently  on  "Inspecting  Food  Supplies  for  the  U.S.  Battle  Fleet  at  San  g 
Pedro,  California."    This,  too,  is  an  excellent  address,  which  was  broadens* 

from  San  Francisco . 

R.  C.  BUTNER, 

—  SEE  Par.  9c  at  bottom  of  Page  U39 -  —  Supervisor  of  Inspection. 
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Id.    RECENT  DEVELOPMENTS  IN  BUYING'  CANNING '  CROPS  OH  GRADE 

K.  S.  Duncan,  Inspector  in  Charge  at  the  Rochester  office  of  the  New 
York  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Markets,  wrote  the  following  report :- 

"In  the  fall  of  1928,  inspection  was  requested  "by  the  Snider  Packing 
Cooperation  on  tomatoes,  to  be  carried  on  at  their  plant  at  Irving,  IT,  I, 
This  request  was  granted.    During  that  season  we  inspected  approximately  3"2 
million  pounds  of  tomatoes.    During  the  first  week  of  the  inspection,  the 
culls  averaged  about  7$»  "but  the  total  percentage  of  culls  at  the  end  of  the 
season  averaged  only  >•+$.    Results  at  the  end  of  the  season  showed  that  k~(fo 
of  the  crop, at  that  plant,  had  greaded  U.S.  No.  1,  k$f>  U.S.  Ho.  2  and  kfo 
culls. 

"At  the  end  of  the  1929  season,   it  was  found  that  the  quality  had 
improved  and  the  percentages  ran;    52$  U.S.  No.  1,  k<ofo  U.S.  No.  2,  and  2$ 
culls.    The  1930  season  showed  a  still  larger  percentage  of  No.  1  grade  toma- 
toes, with  about  the  same  percentage  of  culls  as  for  the  preceding  season. 
The  final  figures  for  1$30  showed  that  6l$  had  graded  U.S.  No.  1,  37$  U.S. 
No.  2,  and  2$  culls. 

"In  I92S  only  one  factory  was  buying  on  a  graded  basis.    In  1929  four 
factories  bought  on  a  graded  basis,  and  in  I93O  six  factories  and  eleven  re- 
ceiving stations  were  receiving  tomatoes  on  the  graded  basis.    For  the  1931 
season,  we  have  requests  from  12  factories,  embracing  approximately  25  re- 
ceiving stations.    During  the  1929  season  we  inspected  J,0$-\-,&g±  pounds  of 
tomatoes,  and  during  the  193O  season  2S,lHg,000  pounds . 

"During  the  3-929  seo.son  we  carried  on  an  experimental  inspection  ser- 
vice on  spinach,   in  order  to  obtain  some  figures  that  would  eventually  enable 
us  to  set  up  grades  on  this  product  that  would  be  fair,  both  to  producers  and 
camiers.    As  a  result  of  this  experimental  work,  the  present  U.S.  grades  for 
cannery  spinach  were  promulgated  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washing- 
ton, raid  during  the  past  season  have  been  in  use  by  two  canning  companies 
in  New  York  State. 

"We  started  to  inspect  cherries  for  maggot  injury  two  years  ago  in 
Wayne  County.    Last  year  we  covered  virtually  the  whole  State,  and  at  the 
same  time  that  we  were  inspecting  for  maggot  injury  we  were  compiling  figures 
to  be  used  by  W.  E.  Lewis,  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  in 
setting  up  grades.    We  succeeded  in  obtaining  figures  on  4,570  loads." 


Since  this  statement  was  written,  our  Bureau  has  prepared  and  issued 
U.  S.  Standards  for  Red  Sour  Cherries  for  Manufacture,  these  grades  being 
dated  April  22,  3-931 .  It  is  understood  that,  for  the  present  season,  about 
27  canneries  in  New  York  have  drawn  up  contracts  and  have  requested  inspec- 
tion on  the  basis  of  these  grades,  so  that  they  will  be  given  a  thorough  test 
this  year.  Several  canneries  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  also  are  using  these 
grades. 

R.  R.  PAILTHORP, 
Specialist  in  Standardization. 

9c.    CHANCES  EQR  LIST  OE  PAST-DUE  ACCOUNTS  ; 

The  following  name  should  be  added  to  the  list  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 

Malloy  Buscher  Company,       '     St.  Louis,  M0.  $1.00 
The  following  should  be  taken  off  the  list  of  PasWDue . Accounts : 
John  Morris,  Jr.  Harlingen,  Texas  $4.00 
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With  regret,  ojuiouncenent  is  nr.de  of  the  resignation  of  W.  J .  Kocken, 
of  the  hew  York  City  inspection,  staff ,  effective  July  S.    Mr*  Kocken  was 
appointed  to  the  service  in  January,  1229,  and  has  been  connected  during  nost 
of  these  2\  years  with  the  Chicago  and  Hew  York  offices  of  the  Inspection 
Service,  nacre  he  has  done  good  wprk.    It  is  understood  that  he  plr.ns  to  re- 
turn to  the  vicinity  of  Spokane,  Wash. 

Robert  G.  Hill  returned  to  duty  in  Mr*  Pailthorp's  project  on  Monday 
of  this  week,  after  two  weeks'  absence  because  of  serious  sinus  trouble. 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Aylor,  head  clerk  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  was  absent  for  more 
than  three  weeks  because  of'  illness  and  did  not  return  to  duty  until  yesterday. 
In  her  absence,  Mrs.  Mills  endeavored  to  carry  on  the  greater  prrt  of  Mrs. 
Aylor 's  work. 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  Regional  Supervisor  in  the  Chicago  office  of  the 
Inspection  Service,  has  spent  this  week  and  probably  will  have  to  spend  next 
week  at  his  forner  hone  in  Syracuse,  U.Y.,  because  of  the  serious  illness  of 
his  father. 

H#  L0  Spangler,  of  the  Standardization  and  Research  Project,  left 
Washington  on  Wednesday .  for  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  will  confer  with  M.  IT. 
Baker  md  later  with  canners  and  growers  in  Ohio  regarding  the  use  of  the  new 
Federal  grades  for  red  sour  cherries  for  manufacture.    He  will  then  proceed  ^ 
to  Rochester  and  other  points  in  Hew  York,  as  well  as  to  Harrisburg  and  points" 
in  Pennsylvania,  for  the  sane  purpose,  probably  returning  to  Washington  about 
July  IS.    At  Rochester  he  will  confer  with  H.  S.  Duncan  and  at  Harrisburg 
with  D.  M.  Janes. 

The  DALLAS  office  of  the  Inspection  Service  will  be  closed  from  now 
until  about  September  15.    A.  H.  Polster,  in  chrrge,  will  report  early  next 
week  for  relief  duty  in    envera    lie  will  substitute  for  IT.  D.  Sanborn  while 
the  latter  is  on  annual  leave  and  during  the  period  in  which  he  will  super- 
vise shipping-point  inspections  in  the  State  of  Colorado,  particularly  in  the 
Arkansas  ^ alley.    M.  C.  Gregory,  of  the  Port  Worth  office,  will  handle  Dallas 
inspections  during  Mr.  Polster1 s  absence. 

R.  C.  Hastings,  of  the  State  Seed  Commissioner's  Office,  at  largo, 
ITorth  Dakota,  has  been  given  an  appointment  as  Agent  with  this  Bureau.  Mr. 
Hastings  was  a  nenber  of  the  recent  inspectors'  training-class  in  Chicago. 

Boiling  Hall  and  0,  A.  MclTiff  have  exchanged  places  in  the  Inspection 
Service.  .  Mr.'Mchiff  has  been  transferred  fron  Hew  York  City  to  trite  permanent 
charge  of  the  office  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  effective  today.    Mr.  Hall  will 
at  once  become  a  nenber  of  the  ITew  York  City  inspection  staff.    Please  change 
these  two  nanes  properly  on  all  lists  of  inspectors. 

W.  C.  Hackl eman,  Regional  Supervisor  at  the  ITew  York  office,  will  spend 
a  few  drys  next  week  at  shipping  points  in  the  Connecticut  Valley  of  Massachu- J. 
setts,  helping  0.  A.  MclTiff  to  get  the  inspection  work  started' on  this  year's  * 
onion  crop,  beginning  July  13.    Mr.  MclTiff  will  supervise  'this  work  during 
the  shipping  season. 
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Since  page  435"  was  printed,  we  have 
0FFIC3  BOTES  (Continued) :-  learned  that  G.  V/.  Winfrey  has  moved 
  to  ITashviile ,  Arlc. ,  on  peaches. 

Lateness  of  the  peach  novenent  fron  Worth  Carolina  has  made  it  necessary 
to  postpone  the  opening  date  for  the  Candor  field  station  until  July  20,  hat 
K.  F.  Will son,  who  will  "be  in  charge  of  that  office,  can  now  be  reached  at 
Candor,  if.  C„ 

It  is  expected  that  A.  E.  Prugh  will  close  the  Brawley,  Calif.,  service 
on  cantaloupes  this  Saturday  (so  far  as  the  Federal  market  reports  are  con- 
cerned) .    After  issuing  a  review  of  tho  season,  he  will  go  to  Los  Angeles  and 
remain  there  until  tine  to  open  the  Fresno  grape  office e 

Word  has  been  received  of  the  "birth  of  a  S^^ovJid.  son  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
G-i  Hay  Warren.    The  happy  event  occurred  at  Caribou,  Maine  (Mrs.  Warren'  s 
hone)  on  July  1,  and  the  boy  has  "been  named  Kenneth  Hoot  en  Warren.    After  hav- 
ing assisted  with  work  in  Hew  York  City  for  the  past  week  or  more,  Mr.  Warren 
has  now  gone  on  annual  leave  at  Caribou.    Congratulations  on  the  young  son  are 
extended  to  him  and  Mrs.  Warren, 

J.  Be  Wright,  in  charge  of  inspections  for  the  Wavy  at  San  Pedro,  Calif., 
is  talcing  his  annual  leave  a  few  days  at  a  tine.    The  first  five  days  of  July 
were  spent  at  Canp  ITelson,  in  the  Sequoia  national  Park.    Mr.  Wright  advises 
that  the  inspection  work  at  San  Pedro  will  become  heavy  again  after  July  b,  as 
three  battleships  are  returning  there  for  the  sunner.    At  present,  there  are 
two  plane-carriers,  the  "base-force  flagship,  a  repair  ship  and  other  smaller 
craft  in  the  harbor  at  San  Pedro.    Prices  of  supplies  for  the  Wavy  have  been 
very  low  recently. 

It  is  understood  that  C.  J.  Hansen,  of  the  San  Francisco  office,  is  on 
leave  during  the  first  week  or  10  days  of  July.    0.  W,  Koines,  of  that  office, 
is  handling  the  work  in  Mr.  Hansen1 s  absence. 

T.  C,  Curry,  of  the  Louisville  office,  will  supervise  shipping-point 
inspections  of  potatoes  and 'other  products  in  the  vicinity  of  Louisville.  The 
reports  on  these  certificates  can  be  had  directly  from  Mr.  Curry. 

L,  C.  ^ate  has  advised  that  his  residence  address  in  Minneapolis  is 
2507  ITicollet  Avenue;  no  telephone  has  as  yet  "been  installed.    Please  add.  Mir. 
Tate's  iiane  and  address  to  the  Market  Station  Address  List  and  to  the  Inspec- 
tors1 Address  List,  under  Minneapolis.      Mr.  Tate  will  assist  with  inspection 
work  in  that  market  when  necessary. 

Please  HCTE  that  the  headquarters  of  W.  L.  Close,  Supervisor  of  inspec- 
tion work  in  Oregon,  have  been  changed  from  Portland  to  the  Agricultural  Bldg., 
Salem,  Oregon.    His  office  phone  number  at  Salem  is  UllU.    Make  this  change  on 
the  last  page  of  the  Inspectors'  Address  List,  dated  April  20,  1S31- 

J.  J.  Gardner  has  advised  us  that  his  residence  phone  number  in  Pitts- 
burgh is  changed  from  Lafayette  53^1-R  to    Genlock  97SO.    Please  note  this 
change  on  all  copies  of  the  Inspectors'  Address  List. 

It  is  probable  that  the  mimeographing  and  mailing  of  this  D.L.  will  be 
somewhat  delayed,  bccaw.se  most  of  the  mimeograph  machines  are  busy  on  the 
July  crop  reports,  this  being  crop-report  day  in  Washington. 


I 
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la.     INFORMATION  NEEDED  REGARDING  AUCTION  COMPANIES  Reply 

~  "  '        "Attention  of  J.I.  Park" 

Department  Bulletin  No.  1362,  "American  Eruit  and  Produce  Auctions," 
is  "being  revised.     If  city  auctions  are  in  operation  in  any  markets  other 
than  those  listed  below,  plea.se  furnish  a  brief  report  on  the  history  and  ex- 
tent of  the  operations  of  the  auction  company  and  the  name  a,nd  address  of  the 
manager,   so  that  we  may  communicate  directly  for  further  statistical  and  gen- 
eral information.    Cities  in  which  we  know  a  auction  companies  are  in  opera- 
tion and  from  which  we  Tri.ll  get  information  by  personal  visit  or  by  corre- 
spondence ar  e : 

Baltimore    Chicago  Detroit  New  Orleans  Pittsburgh 

Boston         Cleveland       Los  Angeles    New  York  St.  Louis 

Buffalo        Cincinnati      Minneapolis    Philadelphia,      St.  Paul 
Information  on  shipping-point  auctions,  either  on  a  carload  basis  or 
in  smaller  units,  is  also  desired.    Eield  men  who  have  been  on  assignments 
in  the  last  year,  where  sloping-point  auctions  have  been  in  operation,  are 
requested  to  report  briefly  on  the  methods,  scope  and  success  of  such  opera- 
tions and  to  advise  as  to  the  name  and  address  of  the  manager,  so  that  we  can 
conrniunica-te  directly  for  further  details,  if  needed. 

Eield  men,  who  have  been  in  position  to  observe  the  functioning  of  the 
f.o.b.  wire  sales  under  the  teletype  sy.stem,  should  report  briefly  on  their 
observations.  .  . 

All  replies  sheuld  be  marked  for  attention  of  J.  W.  Park,  in  the 
Washington  office.    Please  give  this  matter  your  early  attention, 

2a.     CONFERENCE  ON  GRADES  EOR  BARRELED  APPLES 

Approximately  35  men  from  many  States  are  meeting  in  the  Conference 
Room  in  the  Bieber  Building,  Washington,  today,  to  discuss  proposed  changes 
in  the  United  States  Grades  for  Apples. 

Ea.ch  of  the.  eastern  barreled  a.pple  States,  that  are  pa.c'king  their 
apples    on  the  ba.sis  of  the  U.S.  grades,  was  invited  to  send  three  representa- 
tives to  this  conference.     In  addition,  W.  C.  Hacklemaji  came. from  the  New 
York  office  of  the  Inspection  Service  and  J,  J.  Gardner  from  the  Pittsburgh 
office.    The  local  representatives  of  the  Standardization  Project  and  the 
Inspection  Project  'are  taking  an  a.ctive  part  in  the  discussions,  which  are 
being  led  by  R.  R.  Pailthorp. 


3a.     " STANDARD  GOVER'NMENT  TRAVEL.  P.EC-ULATIONS ,  "  as  amended  effective  July  1, 
1931,  were  mailed  recently  to  all  field' men" who  travel.    If  anybody,  who 
needs  these  Regulations, '  was  overlooked,  he  should  request  a  copy  at  once . 

(Page  111 3)  '  ■ 
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]    MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE  ~[ 

lb.    RAINS  BELIEVE  SITUATION  IN  THE  GEORGIA  PEACH  DISTRICTS 

R.  E.  Keller  sent  the  following  report  from  Macon,  Ga.,  on  July  11:- 
"The  long-continued  drought,  that  delayed  the  Georgia  peach  movement, 
lias  finally  "been  "broken.    During  the  latter  part  of  this  week,  practically 
every  peach  section  in  the  State  has  had  good  soaking  rains.    Some  of  the 
Hileys  may  he  a  trifle  small,  but  the  "bulk  of  this  variety  and  all  the  other 
remaining  varieties  will  now  attain  good  marketable  size.    Dry  weather  delay- 
ed maturity  and,  as  a  result,  the  peach  movement  this  year  is  one  of  the  most 
retarded  seasons  on  record.    However,  now  that  the  drought  has  been  broken, 
the  harvesting  will  be  speeded-up.    The  major  portion  of  the  Hiley  crop  is 
expected  to  move  during  the  next  week  and  this  variety  will  be  completed  in 
the  following  week.    The  first  car  of  Elbertas  is  now  anticipated  the  18th 
of  July,  the  start  of  the  general  harvest  the.  following  week  of  July  19  to 
25,  and  the  completion  of  deal  about  August  10. 

"So  far  this  season,  the  quality  of  the  Georgia  peaches  has  been 
above  average  and  the  fruit  has  had  exceptionally  high  color.    If,  however, 
the  remainder  of  the  season  should  turn  rainy,  some  trouble  is  expected  from 
Brown  Rot. 

"The  'movement  to  date  totals  only  "2,137  cars,  as  against  3,385  a 
year  ago.    The  demand- has  been  quite  active  and  most  dealers  have  sold  out 
every  night  since  the  Hileys  started  moving." 

2b.    CROP  NOTES  EROM  COLORADO 

Bryce  Morris,  in  a  letter  of  July  11  from  Denver,  gave  the  following 
information  regarding  Colorado  crops :- 

"The  past  week  has  been  cooler,  except  for  Friday  and  Saturday,  with 
very  little  rain  throughout  the  intermountain  region.    Colorado  potatoes'  from 
the  Western  Slope  have  begun  to  move  freely,  With  shipments  ranging  from  8 
to  11  cars-  daily.    These  are  Cobblers  from  the  Eruita  section,  west  of  Grand 
Junction.'    On  the  Denver  market  these  Cobblers  have  ranged  $2.15-$2.25  per 
cwt.    The  quality  has  been  fair  to  good.    Green  peas  advanced  sharply,  and 
were  practically  double  the  price  prevailing  10  days  ago.    Earmers  received 
iron  5^  to  6^  a  pound  today.    The  cherry  crop  is  moving  now,  with  a  light 
production  reported  from  Longnont  and  Loveland  on  account  of  a  late  frost. 
Very  few  of  these  northern  Colorado  cherries  will  reach  the  Denver  market 
this  season. 

"Latest  advices  from  the  lettuce  sections  indicate  that  green  peas 
and  lettuce  will  begin  moving  from'  La, Jara'  about  July  25  and  from  Del  Norte 
July  25  to  27,  while  Grahby  section  on  the  Western  Slope  will  not  get ^ under 
way  until  August  5  to  10.    Colorado  apricots  are  moving  freely  now,  with 
15-pound  boxes  selling  on  the  Denver  market  at  75^~9(~)^»" 


3b .    JULY  CROP  REPORTS 

The  July  crop  forecasts,  released  last  Eriday,  indicate  a  crop  of 
396,0.00,0.00  bushels  of  potatoes,  compared  with  3^3,000,000  last,  season.  The 
sweet' potato  crop  may  be  7^,100,000  bushels,  or  almost  one-fifth  more  than 
in  1930.    Apples  may  reach  the  high  total  of  211,000,000  ."bushels;  peaches 
may  break  records  at  78,000,000,  but  pears  will  be  only  2H,U00, 0J0  bushels. 


■    .  .    ;.C^viB;ionxLe.tter,  July  17,  .1951    .   jj*L5 

1+b.    UFJSUAh  GROWING-  COHDITIOITS -EOR.KA.W  VAIIBY  POTATOES 

On  July  10 j  R-.  E.  Corbin  'wrote  as  follows  ill  a  letter  from  Kansas 

City:- 

"Yesterday  afternoon  I  hade "a  little  drive  down  the  east  end  of  the 
Kaw  Valley  to  interview  some  of  the  growers  and  shippers  and  look  at  the 
potato  fields.    I  an  convinced  that  the  reports  I  had  "been  hearing  of  a  very 
great  reduction  in  this  yearns  crop  are  true.  -I  was  in  one  sand  land  field 
and  dug  perhaps  a  dozen  hills  in  which  the  potatoes  ranged  from  the  size  of 
Darbies  to  about  1^  inches  in  dianeter,  -  stock  that  will  be  unfit  for  market. 
These  potatoes  were  badly  misshapen,  owing  to  a- peculiar  second  growth  which 
has  come  since  the  rain.    This  second  growth  has*  the  appearance  of  a  little 
horn  on  the  blossom  end.  '  In  other  fields  I  visited  on  black  land,  the  potatoes 
were  larger  and  the  percentage  of  second  growth  was  not  so  great,  but  prac- 
tically every  hill  showed  some  of  it.    Since  the  rains,  the  vines  have  become 
green  and  the  fields  look  very  well,  but  the  stock  as  described  above  is 
generally  of  poor  quality.    I  visited  one-  station  -where  a  car  was  being  load- 
ed, which  would  make  U.S.  1  grade.    These  particular  potatoes  came  from  an 
upland  field.    One  grower-    told  mc  that  he  hod.  dug  seven  acres  to  load  one 
car.    From  the  sane  seven  acres  last  year  he  loaded  three  cars  and  in  I3/.8 
four  cars.    Present  estimates  are  for  a  seasonal  shipment  from  the' Kaw  Valley 
of  2,500  cars,  more  or  less. 

"Recurring  to  the  description  of  some  of  the  potatoes,  there  are  con- 
ditions in  Kansas  which  old-timers  say  they  have  never  seen  before.     In  ad- 
dition to  the  peculiar  second  growth,  already  described,  some  of  the  stock 
was  matured  during  the  dry  hot  weather  in  June  and  seemed  to  have  sufficient 
rest  period  to  make  seed  of  it.    Since  the  rains,  these  potatoes  are  sending 
out  sprouts.-    One  grower  told  me  that  he  was  going  to  experiment  with  a  field, 
which  was  hardly  worth  digging,  by  just  leaving  the  potatoes  in  the  ground 
and  letting  them  grow  a  second  voluntary  crop  to  be  harvested  sometime  next 
fall.    Growers  generally  are  pretty  well  discouraged  with  the  outlook,  rea- 
lizing that  they  will  have  a  very  light  crop  of  generally  ordinary  quality 
potatoes." 


5b.    TEIIUESSES  TOMATO  SEASON  EIITISHSD 

The  following  letter  of  July  lU  came  from  J.  B.  Owens  at  Humboldt, 

Tenn.:- 

"Cool  weather  during  the  past  week  did  much  toward  improving  the 
carrying-quality  of  Tennessee  tomatoes,  and  complaints  of  poor  condition  on 
arrival  have  been  less  frequent  than  at  any  time  during  the  season.  I.iany 
cars  have  gone  out  initially-iced  under  standard  ventilation  and  this,  along 
with  the  cool  weather,  lias  done '"a  great  deal  toward  reducing  the  number  of 
rejections. 

"The  season  here  will  be  practically  finished  by  the  end  of  the  week. 
All  indications  are  that  shipments  will  be  about  25$  less  than  last  season. 
The  quality  of  the  top  fruit  is  only  fair  and  sizes,  as  customary,  are  run- 
ning very  small.  Most  of  the  shipments  now  going  out  range  from'  50$  to  75$ 
six  by  seven* s.  The  f.o.b.  market  is  holding  firmly,  after  the  advances  of 
last  week  and,  in  spite  of  the  heavy  percentage  of  small  sizes,  the  market 
bids  fair  to  continue  active  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  season."- 


1 
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6 b .    raiits  mmm  WATERMELON  PROSPECTS  IIT  GEORGIA  ;: . ',      • ; ■ 

R.  M»  Peterson  wrote  as •  follows  from  Moultrie,'  Ga. ,,  in  a  letter  of 
July  ikl- 

■■  "Watermelon  yields  are  always  uncertain*  reacting  -to  temperature  and 
moisture-changes  to  a  greater  degree  and  nore  quickly  than  most  crops.  The 
early  estimates  indicated  a  very  light  yield-    in  Georgia,  due, to  a  prolonged 
dry  season.    Local  showers,  early  in  July,  revived  many  fields  in  scattered 
localities,  "but  most  sections  gave  light  yields  of  small  melons.  Loadings 
in  South  Georgia  decreased  rapidly  -la.st  week,  and  prospects  were  not  at  all 
good  in  the  Macon  section.    General  rains  over  the  week-end,  however,  changed 
the  outlook  considerably.    The  l.lacon  section  now  promises  a  fair  to  good 
crop,  and  South  Georgia  will  produce  .a  second  crop  in  fields  that  were  not 
too  far  gone  to  "be  benefited  by  the  late  rains.  ■  •-. 

"The  Vienna  section,  half .way  between  Moultrie  and  Macon,  is  loading 
quite  freely  now,  with  Dixie  Belles  and  .Thurmond  Grays  predominating. 
Statesboro,  Ga.,  ■ near  Estill,  S.Q.j  has  been  shipping  melons  for  over  a  week 
and  is  probably  at  .its  peak.    The  Macon  section  is  .loading  a  few  scattered 
cars  and  will  be  shipping  quite  freely. next  week.    The  Georgia . shipments 
were  expected  to  increase  this  week  and  average  around  ^00  cars  daily.  .Yes- 
terday* s  (Monday' s) .  movement  of  less  than  200  cars  was  a  great  surprise,  as 
three  tines  that  nunber  were  expected  by  nany  shippers. 

"Many  of  the  nelons  loaded  in  South  Georgia  last  week  showed- effects 
of  siniburn  in  varying  degrees,  causing  considerable  complaint  from  the  ter- 
minal markets.-  The  slower  consuming  demand,  coupled  with  poorer  quality,  • ' 
weakened  the  market  at  shipping  point- and  reduced  the  demand  to  a  very  low 
ebb.        "  ,  ... 

"South  Carolina  has  a  good  croxo  of  melons  this  season.    Shipments  are 
now  moderate,  and  sizes  are  running  heavily  to  30-pound  average  and  larger. 
The  quality  is  good  and  the  shipping-point  demand  has  been  very  satisfac- 
tory." ■  X  .-  ,  •  rj 


7b .    EASTERN  SHC£E  POTATOES  PAST  THEIR  PEAK 

V.  H.  Nicholson  sent  the  following  letter  from  Pocomoke  City,  ud., 
on  July  ihi"  ' 

,  ■        "The  Eastern  Shore  potato  movement  probably  passed  its  peak  last  week, 
when  a  total  of  about  35960    cars  was  shipped.    On  Wednesday,  July  S,  about 
899  cars  were  shipped,  and  that  will  probably  be  the  heaviest  day  this  sea- 
son. 

"Movement  this  week  will  probably  be  around  2,^)00  car 3*0 ts  from  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  with  additional  quantities  from  Maryland.  Some 
of  the  shippers  estimated  that  about  two-thirds  of  the  crop  had  moved  by 
last  Saturday  night.    As  the  Virginia  output  to  that  time  totaled  9»2l6 
cars,  it  would  mean  that  between  ^-,500  and  5,000  yet  remained.    This  would 
bring  the  total  shipments  to  about  1^,000  cars,  or  3,600  less  than  last 
season. 

"The  f.o.b.  market  has  been  rather  dull  during  the  past  week,  rath 
the  price  on  Monday  down  to  $1.75-$1.S5  per  barrel*.  .  Indications  are  that  it 
nay  go  lower  today.    There  has  fceen  a  fairly  good  distribution  of  shipments 
during  the  past  few  days,  but  the  Kaw  Valley  crop  has  begun  to  compete  with 
Eastern  Shore  stock  in  the  Middle  West.    Shipments  from  the  Norfolk  section 
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are  still  he&ry-  ■  ehougjh;--tQ  -  •  supply  the 'southern  markets  and  practically  no 
Eastern  Shore:'- /stock,  has  been  billed  South. 

"The  cucumber  movement  from -around  Salisbury  has  been  quite  heavy. 
Shipments  fron  Maryland  last : week  amount ed  to  2S1  cars,  and  the  Delaware 
shipments  totaled  $±  cars.    Yields  are  reported  as  being  very  good,  but  the 
quality  is  not  so  good  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  season.    If  the  weather 
continues-  favorable,  with  frequent  rains,  shipments  will  probably  be  quite 
heavy  all  this  week  and.  part  of  next.    Fron  present  indications,  total  r.iove- 
nent  will  probably  be  far  in  excess  of  the  shipnents  of  last  season. 

"There  has  been  a  fairly  good  distribution  bf  cucumber  shipnents. 
The  bulk  of  the  carlot  novenent  has.  been  going  to  the  middlewestern  markets, 
'and  there  have  been  several  cars  billed  to  points  in  Missouri  and  Minnesota. 
However,  the  "price  declined  steadily,  all  week  and,  on  Monday,  nost  bushel 
hampers  were' selling  at  U0^~60{£  at  the' Salisbury  auction  block.  '  Growers* - 
pack  in  bushel  tubs  brought  nostly  GO^-CjO^." 

Sb.    DAMAGE  TO  CALIFORNIA  FRUITS  FROM  EXTREME  HEAT 

A  telegram  of  July  15  from  C.  J .Hansen,  of  the  San  Francisco  office, 
reads  as  follows:-" 

"Recent  hot  spell  in  California  reported  to  have  done  considerable 
damage  to  peaches,  pears  and  plums,  and  in  some  localities  apples  were  con- 
siderably damaged.    The  maximum  temperatures  last  week  were  above  the  100° 
mark,  and  in  the  interior  sections  of  the  State  the  deciduous  fruits  generally 
show  some  sun-scald  and  ripening  was  prematurely  hastened,  causing  small  size. 
One  large  shipper  estimates  not  over  2\  ^00 'cars  of  pears  to'be  shipped  after 
July  25,  while  normal  shipments  after  that  date  exceed  5,000  cars.    In  some 
sections  of  California,  damage  is  reported  to  grapes,  melons  and  tomatoes. 

"Fruit  crop  prospects  In  southern  Oregon  were  very  fine  during  June, 
The  valley  had  3*71  inches  of  rainfall,  assuring  good  size  for  pears.  Med- 
ford  expects  to  ship  first  car  of  Bartletts  by  July  2Uth." 

•       *  ■       ■  » 

Note :  The  California  Crop  Reporting  Service  at  Sacramento  is  making 
inquiry  to  determine  the  extent  of  damage  to  fruits,  as  mentioned  above. 


9b.    VIRGINIA.  APPIES  TO  LONDON 

A  Winchester,  Va.,  dispatch  of  July  10  said:-  "The  first  carload  of 
1331  apples  to  be  shipped  from  the  Winchester  district  for  export  is  being 
forwarded  from  New  York  today  on  the  steamer  'American  Trader'  for  London, 
England.    The  apples  were  Yellow  Transparents,  2  inches  and  up,  and  were  in- 
spected and  graded  as  U.S.  No.  1.    The  fruit  leaving  today  was  grown  in 
orchards  near  Winchester,  and  was  picked  and  packed  this  week  in  bushel  bas- 
kets.   They  are  summer  varieties  and  therefore  will  not  be  in  competition 
with  late  fall  Australian  and  Tasmanian  apples  now  being  marketed  in  England. 


3.  Co  BOESE, 
Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


Station 

Mail 
List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletin 

Probably 
will,  close 

POCOMOKE  CITY,  MD.**  . 
Peninsula  Bl&g. 

S7S  : 

V.  H. 

ITicholson  ' 

Stbr.* .  •  May  21  ; 
Potatoes  j  June  12: 
Cucumbers;  July  2  : 
Cants.      :  Aug.  3  : 

June  17* 
Aug.  1 
July  25 
.  Aug.  15 

MACON  GA'** 

Ul5  Ga.  Casualty  Bl&g. 

R..E. 

Keller 

Peaches  j 

June 

c  • 

0 

An  £•   1  n 

CA11D0R,  N.  C.** 

935 

H.  F. 

Willson 

:  Peaches  : 

July 

20 

Aug.  12 

MACON,  GA.** 

Ul5  Ga.  Casualty  Bldg. 

S75 

R.-M. 

Peterson 

•  W-nelons  | 

July 

20 

Aug.  20 

FRESNO,  CALIF.** 

919 

A.  Ee 

Prugh 

j  Grapes 

July 

20 

Nov.  7 

The  following  stations 

close  on  dates  indicated: 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.** 
602  Security  Bldg. 

.815 

;  R.  G. 

Risser 

|  Cant's. 

June 

25 

1  July  IS 

MOULTRIE,  GA.** 

Chauber  of  Corxierce 

;s32 

|        M.  Peterson 

:  W-nelons 

j  June 

•29 

j  July  17 

HUMBOLDT,  TEM.** 

:S06 

1  J.  B. 

Owens 

Tomatoes 

!  July  1 

•  July  15 

**  State  cooperating 


*  Reports  discontinued 


W.  F.  Cox'in  San  Francisco  "'      J.  .B.  Owens  in. Chicago 

B.  5.  Surry  in  Portland  '  W.  D.  Googe  in  Fort  -Worth  • 

R.  L.  Sutton  in  New  York  '  A.  M.  McDowell  on  leave 

R.  G.  Risser  in  Los  Angeles.  W.  G.  Thompson  in  Philadelphia 

H.  E.  Rutland  ;.t  Shin  Pond,  Me.  " 

FIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 

in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date.  


I 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


On  request,  the  following  article  was  prepared  "by  C.  0.  Brat  ley, 
Associate  Pathologist  of  B.P.I,  in  the  New  York  City  office:- 

lc.    MARKET  DISEASES  OP  WESTERN  CHERRIES 

In  May  and  June,  193^»  certificates  issued  "by  New  York  and  other  in- 
spection offices  in  the  East  on  cherries  from  California  and  the  Northwest 
reported  high  percentages  of  Gray  Mold  Rot.    A  close  examination  revealed 
that  Gray  Mold  Rot  occurred  rarely.  '  The  decays  which  the  inspectors  were 
mistaking  for  Gray  Mold  Rot  were  Brown  Rot,  Green  Mold  Rot  and  Rhizopus  Rot. 
These  three  decays  are  responsible  for  most  of  the  spoilage  in  western  cher- 
ries during  transit  and  while  on  the  market. 

Except  for  fru.it  from  certain  sections  of  the  Northwest,  Brown  Rot 
causes  more  loss  in  cherries  than  all  other  decays  combined,  the  severity 
depending  on' the  weather  at  picking  time.    The  lesions  are  brown,  firm  and 
at  no  time  sunken.    At  first  no  fungous  growth  is  visible  but  later  grayish- 
brown  spore-bearing  tufts  appear  on  the  surface.    Usually  this  growth  lies, 
very  close  to  the  surface  of  the  fruit  and  no  extensive  aerial  mycelium  is 
produced.    Occasionally,  under  very  humid  conditions,  there  is  a  fluffy 
growth  which  might  be  mistaken  for  Gray  Mold.    Ordinarily  this  growth,  can 
be  rubbed  from  the  surface  without  rupturing  the  skin  on  the  decayed  area. 

Heretofore,  Alternaria  Rot  and  Cladosporium  Rot  have  been  considered 
as  two  distinct  decays,  since  they  are  caused  by  two  different  organisms. 
However,  since  only  through  microscopic  examination  can  the  two  be  separated 
and,  as  far  as  known,  they  develop  under  the  same  conditions,  it  seems  de- 
sirable to  combine  the  two  under  the  name  Green  Mold  Rot.    -his  decay  usually 
follows  skin  breaks  and  is  especially  common  on  cracked  cherries.    The  rot 
is  brown,  decidedly  firm,  and  can  be  lifted  out  intact  from  the  surrounding 
healthy  tissue.    The  aerial  mycelium  on  the  surface  of  the  lesion  is  usually 
scanty  and  low  growing.    This  growth  is  white  at  first  and  gradually  turns 
olive  green  with  the  production  pf  spores.    The  affected  area  is  usually 
small  and  enlarges  slowly.    Sometimes  secondary  organisns  gain  entrance 
through  the  lesion  and  destroy  all  of  the  initial  symptons. 

Rhizopus  Rot  occurs  often  in  poorly-refrigerated  fruit.    The  coarse 
mycelium  (white  at  first  and  later  gray-black  to  black),  the  small  spherical 
heads  on  the  mycelium,,  and  the  total  collapse  of  the  fruit  into  a  watery 
mass,  characterize  the  decay. 

Blue  Mold  Rot  rarely  causes  extensive  loss  in  cherries.    It  usually 
follows  wounding  of  the  skin.    The  affected  tissue  is  as  soft  and  watery  as 
Rhizopus  Rot  but  the  superficial  mycelium  is  scanty  and  early  turns  the 
-characteristic  bluish-green  color. 

In  Gray  Mold  Rot,  the  decayed  area  is  more  soft, and  watery  than  that 
of  Suown  Rot  but  much  less  so  than  that  of  Rhizopus  Rot.    The  skin  covering 
the  lesion, slips  easily  under  pressure,  while  in  Brown. Rot  the  skin  clings 
to  the  decayed  tissue.'  Under  the  hunid  conditions  of  the  cherry  shipping 
lug,  an  extensive  very-fluffy  whitish-gray  mycelial . growth  is  produced. 
This  growth  is  more  extensive  than,  that  of  any  of  the  other  common  cherry- 
rotting  fungi,  except  Rhizopus,.  and  is.  composed  of  much  finer  strands  than 
the  latter,  •  .     ,■  ;,.:;\- 

CYRIL  0.  BRAT LEY, 
Associate  Pathologist,  B.  P.  I. 
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2c .    GEORGIA  PEACH  IilSPECTIQnS  BECOMING  HEAVY 

Under  date  of  July  .13,  0..  G..  Strauss  sent  the  following  information 
fron  Macon,  Georgia 

"The  peach  deal  here  is  now  getting  under  way.    Shipments  of  Hiley 
Belles  will  "be  heavy  this  week,  '  the  peak    of  this  variety  probably  coning 
about  Friday,  July  If .    There  will  probably  "be  an  overlapping  of  Hileys  fron 
Middle  Georgia  and  Elbertas  fron  South  Georgia,  as  the  heaviest  shipments 
from  Middle  Georgia  are  expected  to  come  -next  week,  although  they  should  ship 
heavily  from  that  section  the  latter  part '■■  of  this  week,  ■.  ■  ■  ' 

"This  is  the  latest  in  recent  years  that  Hileys  have  started,  and  the 
deal  will  last  until  about  August  20,'  at  which  tine  extreme  North  Georgia 
should  finish  on  Elbertas. 

"I  have  56  inspectors  on  or  reporting  at  the  present  tine  raid  will 
probably  need  about  10  more,  when  Elbertas  get  under  way.  Inspectors  are 
'now  placed  from  Anericus  to  Hewnan,  a  distance  of  over  15O  miles. 

"The  inspection  work  has  become  a  little  nore  stabilized  since  the 
State  has  held  up  a  few  cars  and  forced  remarking  or  repacking.    So  far,  they 
have  succeeded  on  this  policy  and  I  an  hoping  it  works  out. 

"I  would  not  be  surprised  if,  from  how  on,  we  would  inspect  close  to 
JOfo  of  the  movement.    On  the  early  varieties  we  have  inspected  50$  and  could 
have  secured  more,  but  the-  cost  of  these  scattered  cars  is  so  great  that  it 
makes  it  almost  prohibitive  to  handle  some  points  until  the  movement  of  later 
varieties,  when  the  tonnage  increases. 

"The  quality  is  still  good.    A  few  points  have  been  hit  by  hail  but, 
on  the  whole,  the  quality  is  excellent.    The  size  of  Hileys  will  be  small, 
although  there  will  be  a  great  many  that  will  pack  2-24)  and  a  big  percentage 
will  be  over  1-3A  inches.    The  recent  rains  covering  the  entire  belt  shou.ld 
give  good  size  to  the  Elbertas  and  Georgia  Belles." 


3c .    SEASpJ  TOTALS  01'  MISSISSIPPI  IiTSPECTIOiTS 

In  a  letter  of  July  7  from  Hew  Orleans,  P.  S.  Kinsey  submitted  the 
following  report  of  shipping-point  inspections  'in  Mississippi.    A  considerable 
volune'  of  additional  inspection  work  was  done,  which  does  not  appear  in  the 
following  figures  on  carlot  inspections.    The  period  covered  is  from  April  22 
until  July  1,  1931.:- 

C cab—  Car-          'Pota-Toma-  Mixed  Pea-  Straw- 
Beans  Beets  bage  rots  Peas  toes  toes  Ycg.    ches  berries  TOTAL' 
Apr.      -               17     -  '     g5       -         -       k         -■■         6  112 
May     22       5     727     -     .lH'jj       3        -  189        -        6l  n5° 

June    33               58    _1   -    15J2    2lUl '  J+0       _1_        -  2^53 

TOTAL  55        5      .802      1      228    l62    2lkl  233         1         67  ^95 

"July  1  practically  saw  the  completion  of  inspections  in  the  large 
trucking  •  sect  ions .    Two  inspectors  have  moved  to  the  northern  part  of  the 
State  to  inspect   'tomatoes  and  one  man.  is  ..inspecting  peaches  at  Socier,  in 
the  southern  part.    The  Mississippi -Agricultural  Service  Dept.  has ^ employed 
Robert  A.  Fleming,,  who  is  known  to  various  supervising  inspectors  in  the 
..field,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying. on  inspections  out  of  the  regular  trucking 
season  and  to  develop  the  inspect  ion  work  further. 

"During  the  season  just  closed  in  Mississippi,  Federal-State  inspec- 
tion was  used  quite  generally  where  the  volume  loaded  would  justify  the 
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expense-.     Only  one  shipper,  so  far  as  the  writer  was  able  to  determine,  did 
not  use  the  service  on  tomatoes,  and  this  at  an  isolated  point.    All  ship- 
pers in  the  regular  trucking  section,  -  the  Crystal  Springs-Hazlehurst  dis- 
trict, -  had  their  earlier  vegetables  inspected,  as  was  the  case  at  most  of 
the  isolated  points. 

"This  was  the  first  season,  that  they  could  remember,  when  peas  did 
not  fall  below  $1  a  hamper.    Both  shippers  and  growers  quite  generally  laid 
this  condition  to  the  inspection.    Growers  generally  were  trying  to  leave 
their  pea  vines  and  immature  and  overmature  pods 'at  home,  so  that  even  the 
errs  which  were  made  up  of  truckloads  that  did  not  'pass'  were  said  to  sur- 
pass in  quality  the  average  of  shipments  of  past  years." 


*+c.    AOTAL  SHIPPING-PC) HIT  INSPECTIONS  IlsT  STATU  Off  WASHING-TON 

According  to  a  tabulation  in  the  July '7  issue  of  the  Inspection 
Letter,  published  by  P.  E.  Bailey,  at  Yakima,  about  i+7,000  carloads  of 
fruits  and'  vegetables  were  inspected  at  shipping  points  in  Washington 
during  the  past  fiscal  year.    This  is  the  highest  record  in  the  last  nine 
years,  as  shown  by  these  annual  totals  for  the  State:- 


1922-  23....  8,917 

1923-  2^  15,360 

192U-25....  1^,980 


1925-  26 . 

1926-  27. 

1927-  28. 


25,062 
30,155 

29,US2 


1928-  29....  37,505 

1929-  30....  35,100 

1930-  31 —  1+7,001 


About  1,060  of  these  cars  were  inspected  during  the  month  of  June, 
including  HUH  lettuce,  282  apples,  157  peas,  and  60  mixed  vegetables. 

The  record  by( commodities  for  the  past  fiscal  year,  ending  in  June, 
1931,  wrs  as  follows:-  ." 


Apples. .  T . 

Apricots  .'.  . 

Asparagus  

Berries,  P.P  

Blackberries ........ 

Cabbage  

Cantaloupes  

Cauliflower  

Celery  

Cherries  

Crabapples  

Grapes  

Lettuce  

Mixed  Pru.it  

Mixed  Vegs  


35,io6| 

30  , 

69 
6 


2 
k 

^3 
k 

63* 
2 
1 

961 
I89 

2HH  ' 


Mixed  P.  &  V, 
Nursery  Stk. 

Onions  , 

Peaches . . . . . , 


  28 

  1 

  77S 

........  16 

Pears    ?»23° 

Peas . .   6S6]t 

Potatoes.   4,5^-5^- 

Prunes   U32 

Raspberries......'...... 

Rhubarb  '".   20 

Rutabagas   12 

Spinach   loS 

Strawberries   lh 

Tomatoes  ,   2HS 

Watermelons   22 

"  Total'  H7,001 


5c.     INSPECTION  OP  UNITED  STATES  APPLES  AT  MONTREAL,  CANADA 

Many  cars  of  apples  grown  in  the  United  States  are  shipped  by  rail 
to  Montreal,  Canada,  for  export  to  Great  Britain.     In  order  to  handle  re- 
quests for  the  quarantine  certificates,  G.  Ray  Warren  has  gone  to  that 
port  and  will  have  his  headquarters  during  the  summer  in  care  of  W,  C. 
Sproule,  300  St.  Sacrement  Street,  Montreal. 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  OP  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 


Approximate  date  of 

State 

Supervisor 

Products 

Opening 

Closing 

TEXAS :  : 

H.  T.  Longino,  ' 
Chamber  of  Corxierce,  : 
San  Antonio,  Texas  ; 

Vegetables  ' 

Nov.  20  : 

Aug.  1 

PORTO  RICO:  \ 

A.  S.  Mason,  ' 

li  Art                               Til  J  i 

M-02  Ochoa  Bldg.,  : 
San  Juan,  .  'P.B.  : 

Citrus 

Apr.  1  ■ 

Nov.  1 

ALABAMA.: 

J.  A.  Marks,  [ 
r.U.  Box  lob, 
Foley,  Ala. 

Vegetables 
- 

Apr.  13 

.July  25 

A  T")T7"  A  "i  TO  AO_ 

ARKANSAS : 

G.  vii.  Winfrey, 
Nashville,  Ark. 

Fruits  and 
Vegetables 

Apr.  27 

Aug.  15 

GEORGIA: 

0..G.  Strauss, 
■Ul3  First  Natl.  Bank,., 
■  Macon,  Ga,  .... 

Peaches 

May  25 

Aug.  10 

VIRGINIA: 

Robert  Bier, 

Cape  Charles,  Va. 

Potatoes 

June  S 

■  July  27 

ARIZONA: 

E.  L.  Ruch,  ■ 

Sl5  Security  Bldg., 
Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Cants:. 

[  Grapes 

June  15 
.  Jime  25 

:  July  18 
•  Aug.  1 

DELAWARE :  ... 

■  F*.  S..  Zimmerman, 

■  .  c/o.  Sta/te.  Board  of  Agr., 
|  .     .  Dover, ,  Del. 

:  Apples 

j  July  1 

;  Sept.  1 

TENNESSEE : 

:  W.  J..  B.ertush, 
■      Hurib,oId,t.,  Tenia. 

:  Tomatoes 

:  July  1 

:  July  25 

KA1TSAS : 

:  V.  V..  We.st.gate, 

c/o.  State  Board  of  Agr., 
:         Topeka,  Kans. 

Potatoes  .  . 

;  July  6 

:  Aug.  15 

Reports  on  the  follov/ing  products  can  "be  obtained  fron  offices  indicated :~ 

Missouri  potatoes  F.  M.  Lyle,  Kansas  City  office 

Iowa  onions  R.  C.  Lindstrom,  Des  Moines  office 

Kentucky  products  T.  C.  Curry,  Louisville  office 

Oklahoma  products  Okla.  Market  Commission,  Oklahoma  City 

Massachusetts  onions  0.  A.  McNiff,  Springfield,  Mass.,  office 
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6c.    SHORT  GRADE  FORMS  SENT  TO  INSPECTORS 

During  the  past  week,  short  grade  forms  on  Fresh  Plums  and  Prunes 
were  mailed  to  all  inspectors.    If  anyone  was  overlooked,  he  should  request 
a  copy  from  the  Washington  office. 

R.  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 

OFFICE  NOTES: 

W.  E.  Leigh,  of  the  Standardization  Project,  went  to  Hancock,  Md., 
last  Monday  with  S,  33.  Shaw,  in  charge  of  the  Maryland  cooperative  inspec- 
tion work,  where  they  met  the  local  inspector  who  is  handling  inspections 
of  apples  in  that  vicinity.    They  conferred  regarding  the  lower  limits  of 
color  permissible  in  Duchess  apples,  suitable  for  export  to  Great  Britain. 

Herbert  Graff  has  recently  made  two  trips  to  Charlottesville  and 
Shipman,  Vae,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  a  considerable  number  of  car- 
loads of  Florida  grapefru.it,  stored  in  transit  at  those  points  since  May. 

Recent  transfers  to  the  staff  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division 
include  Paul  M.  Williams  and  Loyde  M.  Billman,  from  the  Warehouse  Division, 
and  Mrs.  Juliet ta  H.  Sullivan  from  the  Solicitor's  Office.    Messrs.  Williams 
and  Billman  will  handle  the  new  work  on. the  grading  of  canned  products,  and 
Mrs.  Sullivan  is  doing  stenographic  work  in  connection  with  public  hearings 
under  the  P.A.C.  Act.    Mrs.  Sullivan's  desk  will  still  be  in  the  Solicitor's 
Office . 

.    H.  A.  Spilman  and  R.  H.  Shoemaker,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  will  be 
on  annual  leave  during  most  of  July. 

C.  R.  Newton,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  was  in  New  York  for  several 
days  during  the  fore  part  of  this  week,  making  investigations  in  a  case 
under  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

W.  C.  Hackleman,  of  the  New  York  office,  and  J.  J.  Gardner  of  the 
Pittsburgh  office  of  the  Inspection  Service,  are  in  Washington  today,  at- 
tending the  conference  on  apple  grades. 

J.  D.  Hamilton,  of  the  Portland  market-news  office,  expects  to  be 
on  annual  leave  at  Medford  from  July  21  to  about  August  1,  after  which  he 
will  proceed  to  Walla  Walla,  Wash.,  where  he  will  operate  the  service  on 
fresh  prunes.    B.  E.  Surry  will  handle  the  Portland  work  during  Mr.  Hamilton's 
absence. 

M.  A.  Russell,  of  the  Chicago  inspection  staff,  will  be  on  leave 
from  July  20  to  August  1,  and  then  will  go  to  southern  Illinois  to  super- 
vise the  shipping-point  inspections  of  peaches. 

W.  A.  Hilgeson,  who  substituted  for  F..M.  Lyle,  at  Kansas  City,  has 
returned  to  the  Chicago  inspection  office. 

(over) 
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D.  M.  James,  of  the  Harrisburg  office,  is 
OFFICE  NOTES  (Continued);        also  among  those  attending  the  apple  grading 

conference  in  Washington  today. 

B.  H.  Rowell,  who  had  been  substituting  in  the  Indianapolis  office, 
has  now  gone  to  Milwaukee,  where  he  will  assist  with  the  inspection  work 
for  about  two  weeks.    D.  L.  Lacy,  who  was  assisting  in  Milwaukee,  will  be 
on  vacation  until  Aagust  1. 

M.  W.  Baker  has  returned  to  his  headquarters  in  the  Columbus  office, 
and  Grover  Clyde,  who  substituted  for  him  during  the  past  few  weeks,  has 
now  gone  to  the  Chicago  office  of  the  Inspection  Service. 

As  noted  last  week,  G-.  W.  Winfrey  is  now  located  at  Nashville,  Ark., 
supervising  the  heavy  inspection  work  on  peaches  in  that  territory.  In 
addition  to  the  work  on  peaches,  he  has  applications  for  inspection  of 
about         cars  of  watermelons  at  Hope,  near  Nashville.  '  : 

J .  M.  Foote,  formerly  a  member  of  our  market-news  staff  and  now  in 
charge  of  standardization  work  for  the  State  of  Arizona,  was  rather  serious- 
ly injured  in  an  automobile  accident  nt  Phoenix  last  week,  but  he  hopes  to 
be  able  to  return  to  duty  within  the  next  week. 

A.  B.  Prugh  completed  his  work  at  Brawley,  Calif.,  and  went  to  the 
Los  Angeles  office  for  a  few  days.    He  plans  to  open  the  market-news  office 
on  gropes  at  Fresno  early  next  week. 

R.  G.  Risser  probably  will  close  the  Phoenix  office  on  Arizona, 
cantaloupes  at  the  end  of  this  week,  and  will  then  be  located  temporarily 
in  the  Los  Angeles  office.  .  ... 

J.  B.  Owens  has  gone  to  the  Chicago  office  temporarily,  after 
closing  the  Humboldt,  Tenn.,  field  station  on  tomatoes  this  week. 

Since  the  southern  Georgia  watermelon  movement  is  about  completed, 
R.  M.  Peterson  will  move  his  headquarters  to  Macon  by  Monday,.  July  20. 
He  will  share  office  space  with  R.  E.  Keller,  in  the  Georgia  Casualty  Bldg. 

A.  M.  McDowell,  who  substituted  for  M.  M.  Thomas  at  St.  Louis,  while 
the  latter  was  in  the  Chicago  training-class  and  then  on  annual  leave,  has 
now  gone  on  his  own  vacation  of  two  weeks. 

A  hearing  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act  in  the 
complaint  of  R.  W,  Burch,  Inc.,  Plant  City,  Fla.,.  against. the  Union  Grocery 
Company  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  has  been  set  for  July  21  in  the  Federal  CourtAat 
Scranton.    The  case  involves  the  rejection  of  a  carload  of  citrus  fruit* 

Paul  M.  Williams  expects  to  leave  Washington  on  Monday  for  a  trip  in 
the  interest  of  the  Canned  Fruit-  and"  Te-get&hle  Grading  Project.  He  plans 
to  stop  at  Chicago,  Kansas  City,  Tulsa,  Springfield,  Mo., and. Louisville,  as 
well  as  other  points,  returning  to  Washington  about  August  1.  He  expects 
to  make  arrangemnets  for  space  in  the  Chicago  office,  and  will  instruct 
some  members  of  the  Inspection  Service,  particularly  R.  B.  Landrum  and  T.C. 
Curry,  in  the  grading  of  canned  fruits  and  vegetahles.  It  is  probable  that 
considerable  work  will  be  done  on  tomatoes  in  the  immediate  future.  Mr. 
Williams  will  also  interview  eligibles  for  appointment  to  this  new  work. 
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la.    AIR  TRAVEL 

Under  the  new  Government  Travel  Regulations,  air  lines  have  "been 
added  as  a  means  of  transportation.    Permission  to  travel  "by  air  is  granted 
when  the  cost  of  same  does  not  exceed  travel  by  rail  or  water  or  other  ordi- 
nary means  of  conveyance,  plus  Pullman  berth  or  seat  charges  and  subsistence 
charges.    The  application  of  subsistence  charges  in  the  regulations  governing 
air  travel  may  be  found  in  Paragraph  2  of  the  Travel  Regulations  effective 
July  1,  1931«    $a  the  use  of  air  lines,  however,  it  must  "be  borne  in  mind 
that  special  rates  to  the  Government .,  are  based  on  one  way,  plus  Pu.llma.ii  cost, 
wherea.s  railroad  and  steamship  lines  are  constantly  offering  very  attractive 
round-trip  excursion  rates,  which  must  be  considered  in  connection  with  any 
air  travel  contemplated.    These  excursion  ra.tes  may  be  available  at  the  par- 
ticular time  when  it  is  desired  to  make  use  of  air  lines. 

2a.    HEW  PRODUCE  TERMINAL  I  IT  BALTIMORE 

Through  W.  E,  Harrison,  of  our  Baltimore  office,  we  have  received 
pictures  and  a  complete  account  of  the  opening  of  the  new  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road. Produce  Terminal,  at  the  site  of  the  former  Mt.  Vernon  shops,  just  north 
of  Horth  Avenue,  along  the  tra.cks  of  the  old  Horthern  Central  Railway,  in 
Baltimore.    The  building  was  formally  opened  last  Tuesday,  July  21,  and 
bu.siness  operations  at  the  new  location  will  begin  next  Monday. 

^his  new  structure  is  one  of  the  most  modern  and  complete  produce 
terminals  in  the  country,  devoted  entirely  to  fru.it s  and  vegetables.  The 
building  itself,  constructed  of  brick  and  re-enforced  concrete,  is  660  feet 
long  and  82  feet  wide.    The  first  floor  is  devoted  entirely  to  display  space 
for  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables,  unloaded  directly  from  cars  on  the  tracks 
whichrun  along  two  sides  of  the  building.    On  the  second  .floor,  offices  are 
provided  for  members  of  the  trade  and  for  the  railroad  agents.    About  25  local 
dealers  will  be  accomno darted  in  these  offices.    Restaurant,  lunch-room,  and 
telegraph  and  telephone  facilities  are  also  provided  on  the  second  floor,, 

The  team-track  delivery  yard  of'  the  new  terminal  includes  10  tracks, 
separated  by  6 0-foot  driveways.    These  tracks  are  2,300  feet  long,  with  a 
total  yard  capacity  of  325  cars.    Between  each  pair  of  tracks,  inspection 
platforms  are  built  on  a  level  with  the  car  floors 'for  convenience  in  entering 
and  inspecting  cars.    The  terminal  is  conveniently  located  with  respect  to 
lines  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  running  north,  south  and  west,  thus  facili- 
tating the  movement  and  unloading  of  cars  of  perishables. 

In  this  connection,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  B.  &  0.  Railroad 
in  Baltimore  opened  a  large  new  produce  terminal  last  October,  and  all  the 
fru.it  auction  sales  are  conducted  in  the  excellent  auction  rooms  a.t  that  termi- 
nal.   This  building  is  565  x  90  feet,  and  has  floor  space  for  display  of  90 
cars  of  produce.    The  Pru.it  and  Produce  Guide  for  July  18  devoted  more  than 
four  pa.ges  to  a  description  of  these  Baltimore  terminals  and  accounts  of  the 
leading  produce  firms,  with  pictures  of  important  dealers. 

(Page  1+55) 


^56   Division  Letter,  July  .1951  

♦ 

3a.    LIST  Off  MMTOTACTURERS  AND  JOBBERS  OP  COMBINERS 

The  Standard  Container  Project  has  recently  issued  a  revised  List  ef 
Manufacturers  and  Jobbers  of  Fruit:  and  Vegetable  Containers.    It  was  compiled 
"by  Mrs.  Gladys  Burrows.    The  list  contains?  the  names  of  8^-7  manufacturers, 
some  of  whom  do  a  jobbing  "business.    About  73  jobbers  are  listed.    The  list 
is  arranged  hy  States  and  alphabet ically  by  towns  and  cities.    After  each 
firm's  or  individual's  name  are  key  letters,  indicating  the  containers  which 
are  manufactured  or  sold  by  that  firm.    About  20  types  of  containers  are  listed. 
Copies  of  this  directory  can  be  had  from. Mr,  Carey's  office  in  Washington. 


REGULATORY  ACTIVITIES 


le.    REVISED  ffORM  EOR  INITIATING  COMPLAINTS  UNDER  P.A.C.  ACT 

A  form  for  presenting  a  "PRELIMINARY  STATEMENT  Off  PACTS"  relating  to.  an 
apparent  violation  of  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act  has  been  pre- 
pared, to  be  used  in  place  of  the  complaint-blanks  heretofore  used.    ^  small 
supply  of  the  new  form  is  being  mailed  to  each  branch  office  for  distribution 
to  those  who  may  apply  for  same.    Any  old  complaint-blanks  on  hand  should  be 
destroyed  at  once.  .  ' 

Experience  has  shown  that  some  of  the  essential  facts  were  often  omitted 
from  the  complaints  which  had  been  filed,  making  it  necessary  to  request  that 
new  complaints  be  filed  in  a  different-  form.    Changes  in  the  procedure  in 
handling  complaints  have  also  resulted  in  I   .  changes  in  the  requirements  as 
to  the  form  and  substance  of  complaints.    Under  the  present'  procedure,  practi- 
cally any  informal  but  complete  statement  of  the  facts  constituting  the 
apparent  violation  of  the  Act  and  giving  the  amount  of  damages  claimed  will  be 
considered  a  sufficient  basis  for  making  the . necessary  preliminary  investigation 
by  correspondence  'or  in  person. 

In  many  instances  it  may  be  possible  to  effect  a  settlement  without 
making  it  necessary  to  hold  a  formal  hearing.    When  it  appears  that  a  hearing 
will  be  necessary,  in  order  to  reach  a  decision  and  issue  the  necessary  orders, 
the  complainant  will  be  provided  with  an  outline  indicating  the  information 
which  mudt  be  furnished  and  the  form  inwhich  it.  should  be  presented.    The  new 
form,  "PRELIMINARY  STATEMENT  OP  PACTS,"  simply  indicates  conveniently  the 
essential  information  needed  to  enable  the  Department  to  take  whatever  action 
may  be  possible  prior  to  the  formal  service  of  a.  complaint  on  the  respondent 
paid  .the  setting  of  a  case  for  hearing.    Each  branch  office  should  keep  a.  reason- 
able" supply  of  these  forms  on  hand.    They  are  designated  as  Porm  PAC-7-3^ 


2e .    DO  YOU  KNOW  THE  WHEREABOUTS  OF    ABE  CHERRY? 

The  Regulatory  Branch  desires  to  locate  Abe  Cherry,  in  connection  with 
a  complaint  filed  under  the  P.A.C.  Act.     It  appears  that  Cherry's  headquarters 
are  in  Hew  York  City  or .  Brooklyn,  but  that  the  nan  himself  is  in  the  field 
much  of  the  .time  and  is  known  to  have  operated  at  shipping  points  in  the  south- 
eastern. States  and  Texas.     If  you  know  the  present  location  of  Abe  Cherry  or 
how  it  may  be  possible  to  find  him,  kindly  advise  the  Washington!  of f ice . 

P.  G.  RGBS, 
'   '  In  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch. 
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lb.    PEAK  0?  GEORGIA  ELESRTA  PEACHES  DUE  JULY  2g 

R.  E»  Keller  -sent  the  following  information  in  a  letter  of  July  IS 
from  Macon,  Ga. :- 

"The  Georgia  psach  movement  for  the  week  just  ending  was  approximat ely 
2,050  cM's,  of  which  almost  2,000  were  Hileys„    The  movement  of  this  variety 
is  well  along  and  should  be  about  completed  by  the  middle  ■  of  next  week  (July  23), 
Host  of  the  grov;ers  south  of  Macon  have  stripped  the  trees  of  this  variety. 
The  Georgia  Belles  will  novo  nostly  during  the  coning  week.    Elbertas  have 
started  in  a  snail  way  and  by  the  middle  of  next  week  should  be  moving  in  volune, 
Total  peach  shipments  for  the  coning  week  .are  estimated  around  2,500  cars  and 
for  the  following  week  (July  27-Aug.  l)  at  3s 500  to  3»700  cars,  market  condi- 
tions permitting.    Georgia  has  8,000  to  9,000  cars  of  Elbertas  to  move,  but, 
because  of  the  extremely  low  prices  and  overlapping  of  harvesting  dates,  it  is 
problematical  what  the  exact  movement  will  be.    The  peak  day  for  Elbertas  is 
nov/  predicted  about  July  28  and  the  completion  of  the  harvest  August  12. 

"Hileys,  as  a  whole,  have  run  a  little  small,  but  the  quality  and  color 
have  been  excellent.    The  size  and  quality  of  Georgia  Belles,  to  be  harvested 
next  week,  are  excellent.    Elbertas,  likewise,  are  expected  to  be  above  average 
in  this  respect,  especially  in  quality  and  color. 

"Last  week  was  the  first  heavy  shipping  ..period  this  season,  and  as  a 
result  prices  tumbled.    There  is  practically  no  f.o.b.  demand.    Hileys  are  now 
selling  at  $1  on  medium- sized  crates  and  at  60^-65^  on  small  sizes,  in  crates. 
As  most  of  the  stock  is  small,  it  is  barely  bringing  harvesting  costs." 


2b.    170RTE  CAEOLIHA  PEACH  PRICES  LOW 

H.  E.  Fillson  \7rote  as  follows  from  Condor,  H.C.,  in  a  letter  dated 
July  22 :~  . 

"The  ITorth  Carolina  peach  season  is  getting  under  way  this  week.  Begin- 
ning the  week  of  July  27,  the  movement  will  be  heavy,  probably  ranging  from  100 
to  150  cars  daily.    According  to  present  indications,  the  peak  shipments  will 
be  around'  the  first  of  August.    Even  though  the  production  is  estimated  at  50$ 
greater  than  Last  year,  there  is  little  possibility  of  the  total  movement  being 
over  25$  greater  than  that  of  1930>  ancL  most  authorities  are  of  the  opinion 
that  it  will  be  less  than  that  figure.    Estimates  indicate  a  total  for  the 
season  of  around  2,50&  cars.    Operators  are  urging  the  growers  to  ship  only 
the  better-quality  and  larger-sized  fruit,  keeping  back  all  small  and  ordinary- 
quality  stock.    There  undoubtedly  will  be  an  increase  in  the  volume  of  truck 
business . 

"The  f.o.b.  market  on  Hileys,  U.S.  Ho.IVs,  2-inch  ninimum,  opened  at 
$1  per  bushel  basket,  on  a  usual,  terns  basis.    A  year  ago,  the  opening  prices 
ranged  $2-$2.75»  according  to  size.    The  demand  continues  slow  and  market  weak. 
The  supplies  on  the  terminal  markets  have  increased  rapidly  the  past  few  days. 
On  July  15  there  were  only  90  cars  on  track  at  the  12  leading  narkets,  while 
o  n  July  21  there  were  UlO  cars  on  track.1' 


—  IE  YOU  EVER  EAIL  TO  RECEIVE  YOUR  COPY  0E  THE  DIVISI0H  LETTER,  OR  IE  -YOUR 
1  '.  /  COPY  'C0UTAI1TS  A1TY  BLAHK  PAGES,  REQUEST  A -COMPLETE  COPY  AT  01TCE. 
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3b.    EASTER  IT  SHORE  POTATOES  HEARIIIG  SEP  OP  SEASON  . 

V,  H.  Hicliolson  sent- the  following ■ information  in  a  letter  of  July  21 
froa  Poconoke  City,  Md. 

"Porwaxdings  of  Eastern.  Shore,  of  Virginia  potatoes  to  date  total 
12,792  cars  or  about  2,000  less  than  at  this  tine' last  year.    Shippers  are 
saying  that  about  S0$  to  90$  of  the  crop  had  been  noved  by  last  Saturday  night 
and  that,  noyeaent  will  be  rather  light  after  this  peek.    Estimates  of  the  total 
noyeaent  now  range  aostly  froa  1^,000  to  16, 000  cars  for  the  season. 

"The  crop  in  dryland  lias  been  variously  estimated  at  1,500  to  2,000 
cars*.  Host  of  the  ITo.  T  stock  regaining  in  Virginia  and  Maryland  will  be 
shipped  during  the  next  10, days,  as  ITew  Jersey  is  expected  to  becoae  a.  factor 
after  the.  end  of  'this  week,  .'. 

"^Distribution  of  Eastern  Shore  shipnents  continues  good.    A  few  cars 
ha.ve  been  billed  to  southern  .points  this  past  week,  but  about  30$  of  the  ship- 
nents were  billed  west,  of  Pittsburgh  and  the  renaihder  to  the  Atlantic  and 
;]je,w  England  States.  ' 

.  '      "The  cucuaber  season  will  be  pra.ctica.lly  finished  before  the  end  of  the 
week.    The  x^ice'  dropped  to  around  20^-25^  per  bushel  hamper  on  the  auction  at 
Salisbury  last  week,  and  aany  growers  abandoned  their  fields.    Shiio'-uents  are 
already  heavier  than  the  total  aoveaent  of  last  season. 

"A  light  aoveaent  of  cantaloupes  is  expected  from  around  Salisbury  this 
week.    There  will  probably  be  'a.  moderate  aoveaent  next  week,  and  peak  ship- 
aents  are  expected .between' August  5  and  10.'  Most  of  the  cantaloupes  rround 
Salisbury  'vail  likely  be  aoved  before  August  15,  but  the  Hurlock  and  Seaford 
districts  are 'a 'few  days  later  than  Salisbury." 

Ub.    PROGRESS  OP  THE  1T0RTHWESTSR1T  SHEETS 

T.  Pi.  Hall  sent  the  following  report  froa  Seattle  under  date  of  July  18:- 

nThe.  harvest  _  and  aoveaent  of. .various  soft  fruits'  froa  eastern  Washington 
gained  impetus  by  aid-July,  with  apricots,  early  peaches,  and  pluas  being 
shipped  in  voluae,  in  addition  to  cherries.    Southern  Oregon  will  ship  its 
first  car  of  pears  of  the  I93I  crop  before  the  end  of  July,  and  Washington 
pears  will  be  ready  about  the  sane  tine..    Canneries  in,  the  Yakiaa  Valley  are 
bidding  froa  $U0  to  $56  per  ton,  but  this  range  of  prices' is  attracting  little 
early  interest.    The  apricot  harvest  is  probably  at'"i,ts  peak. 

"A  healthy  potato  aarket  followed  the  release 'of , the  July  1  estimate 
figures,  which  were  slightly  under  -the  expected  forecast'.    However,  an  accumu- 
lation of  stocks  in  the  Coast  markets'  is  producing  a  weaker  tendency  aaong 
shippers.    Loca.lly-gr.own  potatoes  are  appearing'  in  Portland  and  Seattle. 

"Western  Washington  green  peas ' continue  to  hold  their  favorable  position 
which  developed  early  in  July.    Packers  are  paying  as  high  as'  %<£  per  pound  to 
the  growers  for  field-ran  peas,  and  the  bushel  hanper s  are  in  a.ctive  demand, 
f.o.b.  cash  track,  at  a  range  of  $2.75-$3«    The  crop  is  not  as  large  as  at. 
first  anticipated,  which  accounts  for  the.  relatively  high  aarket:.  Iceberg 
lettuce  has  inproved  in  quality  a.nd  is  neeting  a  satisfactory  deaand  within  a 
general  range  of  $2.25~$2.75  per  crate  of  k  to  5  dozen  heads.    Greatest  activ- 
ity is  in  the  lettuce  sheds  north  of  Seattle,,  although  soae  shipaents  are 
going  forward  froa  the  Kent  and  Auburn  districts." 

,^  ■         :-  - 

ALL  I.1ARKET  HEWS  0PEICSS  EVERYWHERE  should  advertise  in  their,  nineograpfe? 
ed  reports  the  opening  of  inspection  offices  at  Scranton,  ^a,  and  largo,  1T.D. 
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-  513.    ADDITIOITS  TO  -THE  ":&OD~GQS"  ALffi  "C"  PAGES  OP  ■  TEE  CODS 

Effective-,  Thursday,  July  30,  please  add  the  following  to  the  "GOD-GOS" 
page  of  .the  code*.    It  vn.ll  "be  used  with  the  proper  terminal  indicating  the 
day  on  nhich  sales  were  nade,:- 

■  ..'  GOQ,  -.Tlirv  Auction  Sales  (Rolling  Cars) 

Effective  July  30  also,  add. to  the  "C"  page  of  the  code  (General  State- 
ment of  Receipts  and  Supplies)    the  following :- 

OQ,  -  account  holdovers 

OR  -  including  holdovers* 
These  ore  to  "be  used  with  prppfer  "supply"  prefixes,  such  as:  "CUWOQ,  -  Supplies 
heavy  account holclovers, "  'etc,  • 

6b'.    POTATOES  III'SOUTHEASTERU  MIITIIESOTA  pAKAfiES  BY  HEAT 

L.  C.  Tate  has  sent  his  first  field  letter  from  the  Minneapolis  office 
under  date  of  July  13,  as  follows 

"If  seems  that  the  extremely  high  temperatures  in  this  locality  during 
•the  first  week  of  July  damaged  the  early  potato  acreage  of  the  sandland  terri- 
tory.   The  young  set  of  tubers  appeared  tx>  have  its  growth  checked  during  the 
heat  wave,  causing  present  conditions  to  bring  on  a  widespread  disorder  of 
second-growth  and  growth- cracks .    Local  dealers  claim  that  almost  20,000  acres 
are  affected  in  this  manner.    Yields  from  these  fields  are  still  indeterminate 
but  it  seems  natural  to  as'suiae  that  quality  will  be  low.  .  , 

"Mr.  Ferguson,  of  the  -local  office,  and  I  have  visited  numerous  .fields 
in  this  immediate;  locality  during  the  last  four  days  and  we  find  these  potatoes 
to  be  very  small  for  this  date.    Though  I  am  not  familiar  with  field  conditions 
here  a  year  ago,  it  appears  that  the  heat  has-  caused  as  much  delay  in  the  crop 
of  the  sandland  territory  as  did  the  drought  last  season. 

"Early  news  from-  the  Red  River  Valley  to  the  effect  that  growing  con- 
ditions have  been  ideal  to  date    indicates  a  normal  or  better  than  average 
condition  in  the  fields  in  that  section, 

"Active  digging  of  the  early  sandland  crop  will  probably  not  get  under 
way  until  the  first  of  August,  although  some  movement  by  truck  to.  nearby  mar- 
kets has  already  started.    So  far,  there  has  been  nothing  but  egg-sized 
potatoes."         -  • 

7'b.    CROP  ITOTES  EROM  UTAH 

L.  S.  tfeniij  of  the  Salt  Lake  City  office,  sent  the  following  notes  in 
a  letter  dated  July  15:- 

"The  cherry  crop  in  Utah  was  very  light  this  year.,  less  ,  than  20  cars 
being  shipped.  ,  Harvesting  conditions  were  favorable  and  the  quality  better 
tlian  usual .  .  Prices  received  by  growers  were  generally  satisfactory. 

"The  apricot  crop  is  very' heavy.    Probably  about  U0  cars  are  available 
for  shipment;  ,  provided  dealers  can  find  satisfactory  markets.    Some  dealers 
are  offering  the  growers  $3^  Pcr  t011*  f.o.b.  the  car.    Most  cars  are  being 
packed  in  half-bushel  baskets.    The  most  common  varieties  fron  this  section 
'Ire  the  Uoorpark  and  Jones  or  Chinese. 

"Potatoes  are  comericing  to.  move  from  the  earlier  districts.  Irish 
Gobblers  will  be  ready  next  week.    The  ^arly  Ohios  have',  been  moving  to  nearby 
markets  in  Montana,  Colorado*  and  Uyoming.    Dealers  are  paying  850  Per  i'^  lbs." 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


♦ 


Station 

Mail 
List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletin 

Probably 
will  close 

POCOMOKE  CITY,  MD..**  : 
Peninsula  Bldg.  ; 

v  ! 

S7S 

V.  H.  Nicholson 

Stbr.* 

Potatoes 
Cukes* 
Cants.  : 

May  21 
June  12 
July  2 
July  27 

June  17* 
Aug.  1 
July  25* 
Aug.  15 

MACOH,  GA.** 

M-lp  b-a.  Casualty  Blag, 

633 

R.  E.  Keller 

Peaches 

June  g 

Aug.  ie 

CANDOR  I.C.** 

935 

H.  F.  Will-son  . 

Peaches 

July  20 

Aug.  g 

MAC0]>T,  GA.** 

U15  Ga.  Casualty  Bldg. 

<* 

R.  M.  Peterson 

W-melons 

July  20 

Aug.  20 

FH3SH0,  CALIF.** 
212  Holland  Bldg. 

I  919 

A.  &•  Prugh 

Grapes 

;  July  22 

:  ilov.  7 

Tlie  following  station 

probably  will  open 

.on  date  indicated: 

WALLA  WALLA,  WASH. 

— . — ...  -  -  1  ■                                    ,   r       - .  -  , 

!  939 

:  J.  D.  Hamilton 

Prunes 

:  Aug.  10 

•  Sept.  5.2 

**  State  cooperating. 

W.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco 
R.  G.  Risser  in  Los  Angeles 
B.  E.  Surry  in  Portland 
R.  L.  Sutton  in  Hew  York 


♦Reports  discontinued 

W.  G,  Thompson  in  Philadelphia 

J.  B.  Owens  in  Chicago 

W.  Da  Googe  in  Fort  Worth 

A.  M0  McDowell  on  leave  in  Penna. 


H.  E.  Rutland  at  Shin  Pond,  Maine. 

FIELD'  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 

in  this,  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 

gb.'    CROP  HEWS  FROM  COLORADO  , 

Bryco  Morris,  of  the  Denver  office,  sent  the  following  .report  on  July  IS: 

"The  potato  movement  fron  western  Colorado  was  fairly  liberal  last 
week.    Most  of  the  potatoes  came  from  the  Fruita  section,  west  of  Grand  Junc- 
tion, with  a  few  cars  from  the  Eagle  vKLley.    Prices  drifted  gradually  lower, 
with  dealers  paying  $1.05-$1.10  on  Monday  and  only  90^  on  Thursday.  Friday's 
and  Saturday1 s  markets  were  unsettled,  on  account  of  much  lower  quotations 
fron  Utah.  ' 

"Cariot  movement  of  green  peas  fron  the  State  is  expected  to  begin  late 
this  week.'    Lettuce  shipments  to  date  are  now  165  cars,  compared  with  127  at 
the  sane  time  last  season.    The  mixed-vegetable  movement  has  been  curtailed  on 
.  account  of  a  lack  of  variety  of  nixed  vegetables." 


TEE  UTAH  LETTER  on  the  preceding  page  continues  as  follows:  "With  irri-g, 
gation  7/ater  depleted  in  nost  of  these  early  potato  districts,  novenent  is 
expected  to  be  heavy  through  August.    The  acreage  of  Cobblers  is  about  the 
same  as  last  year,  but  a  considerable '  increase  is  expected  in  Bliss  Triumphs." 

B.  C.  BORES j  Specialist  in  Mkt.  Hews 
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IITSPECTIOH  SERVICE 


lc.    A  VERY  IMPORTAUT  IQiORAHDUM'  ITo.  72 

With  tliis  D.L.,  each  inspector  will  receive  a  copy  of  iier.iorand.-un  Ho .72. 
This  gives  instructions  regarding  a  change  in  the  language  of  grade  state- 
ments, effective  August  1.    It  should  he  carefully  studied  hy  each  nail  before 
any  certificates  are  issiied  on  August  1  or  thereafter.    These  instructions 
supersede  conflicting  directions  given  In  the  Handbook,  the  Division  Letter, 
and  in  Menoratidun  ITo.  71»  vftiicji  was  issued  last  December . 

2c.    TWO  HEW  TERIviHTAL  IITSP5CTI0IT  OFFICES 

An  office  for  receiving-point  inspections  has  been  opened  at  Fargo, 
ITorth  Dakota.    R.  C.  Hastings  is  in  charge  raid  his  local  address  is:  State 
Seed  Connissionor1  s  Office,  College  Station,  ^argo.    This  office  is  ITo.  52. 

A  receiving-point  inspection  office  has  also  been  opened  in  the 
Chamber  of  Corxierce  Building,  at  Scranton,  ^a.,  with  C.  L,  Packard  in  charge. 
This  new  office  is  Ho0  53. 

Please  add  both  these  offices  to  the  lists  of  inspection  headquarters 
and- also  in  Par.  llH,  Part  I,  of  the  Inspection  Handbook.    Give  these  new 
offices  as  much  publicity  as  possible. 

3c-.    GRADES  SID  ITT  TO  IITSPECTOES 

A  few  days  ago,  Mr.  Pailthorp8s  Project  sent  to  all  inspectors  copies 
of  the  revised  U.S.  Standards  for  Apples;    also  copies  of  the  Hew  Jersey 
Grades  for  Apples.    If  anyone  was  overlooked  in  this  distribution,  he  should 
request  copies  promptly. 

With  this  D.L.,  each  inspector  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  revised 
U.S.  Standards  for  Juice  Grapes. 

Early  next  week,  copies  will  be  distributed  of  the  revised  U.S.  Stand- 
ards for  Tphle  Grapes,  with  special  reference  to  California  grapes. 

kc.    CHA1TGES  PIT  LIST  OP  PAST-DUE  ACC0U1TTS 

The  following  name  should  be  added  to  the  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts:- 

John  P.  Thomas,     105  King  St.,  East,-  Toronto,  Canada       $8'. 00 

The  following  names  should  be  token  off  the  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts 

Pangburn  Truck  Growers  Assn.,  Pangburn,  Arknasas  $1.00 
Lee  and  Houghton,  Wat  erf  or  d,  Pa.  $U.00 

Kistner  Plorida  Company,  Zolfo  Springs,  Pla.  $9.98 

5c    KAW  VALLEY  POTATO  YIELDS  HEAVIER  TEA1T  EXPECTED 

Pl.  S.  Corbin,  of  the  Kansas  City  office,  wired  as  follows  today  to 
l.Ir.  Borce;-    "Yields  in  Kaw  Valley  now  running  heavier  than  expected,  prob- 
ably one-third  through.    Local  estimates  1,500  cars  yet  to  roll,  plus  season 
total  of  UOO  or  500  carloads  by  truck  to  ITebraska  and  we  stern.  Kansas  points. 
Expect  around  600  carloads  by  truck,  if  markets  favorable." 


....   E.  C.  BUT  HER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 
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BBOEIVIIlGwPOlHT  IITSFECT IOITS  DURIHG-  JU1IE,  1931 


Inspections 

Inspections 

Declined 

Total 

Same  Month 

for 

for  Lack 

Total 

■'   •  'Markets 

Inspections 

1930  * 

Carriers  . 

of  Time . 

"  1  •  Fees 

Atlanta 

•  " 

•  J  j  . 

R0 

2 

0  •'■ 

.$234  .  00 

Baltimore'    •  ' 

65  • 

4o 

"  l6 

1 

234 . 50 

B  i  i*"'Tt  iri  ehnn 

---  —     -  -  -   .  L.  A  _  p-^J-  1L  ■ 

1R 

1 

0 

51,00 

Boston 

497  : 

314 

174 

12 

1,772.49 

Buffalo 

.  ••'  32 

4o 

0 

0 

12S. 50 

Chicago 

205 

143 

•••  ■■■■■J 

•  0 

795.50 

Cine innati 

66 

53 

0 

2 

2S7.S4 

Cleveland 

63 

76  

IV1, 

.  30 

0 

291.79 

Columbus 

4l 

■  ■   33  ■ 

f  ;  ,4  .  • 

0 

■165..44 

Dallas  ' 

•  s  • 

','  0 

0 

61. SO 

Benver 

'  .  .  4s,  ■ 

.  23 

3 

-  0 

192.OO 

Des  Moines 

24 

0  • 

'  0 

10S.03 

Detroit 

81 

112 

1 

0 

.  314 . 00 

fort  Worth 

'    •'  6 

-  ..  s 

-  '"  .0 

0 

23.00 

Harr  ishurg 

23 

5 

6  . 

3 

12S. 75 

Indianapolis 

29 

23 

.  0 

0 

13^.37 

Jacksonville 

53  ' 

.0 

0. 

213.00 

Kansas  City 

98 

79 

33 

.6 

3S4.02 

TiO  s  Aiit  p!  gs 

7 

2 

3 

0 

27.50 

Timi  i      1 1 1  & 

XJ  ^  \X  IQ  v  J — LX  v 

14 

0 

0 

67.75 

Memphis • 

30 

5R 

24 

0 

134.50 

Milwaukee 

175 

119; 

75  ■ 

0 

619.05 

Minneapolis  ■ 

39 

'  27 

1 

0 

"  161.OS 

ITewark 

67 

44 

2 

'  '4 

26S. 74 

96 

47 

11 

4  " 

452.93 

i34 

114 

16 

0 

222.50 

ITev  York 

893 

Sl4 

-  571 

0 

3 , 12s .32 

IToriColk 

14 

15 

2 

1 

.  *6o.oo 

51 

50 

37 

2 

213.93 

Pin  "i  1  *~>  rl  p  1  ~nh  i  r5 

119 

169 

2 

0 

502.02 

P"l       c;Vmv  cfH-i 

X  X  U  u  O  UUJ.  o* 

126 

?2S 

g 

0 

531.85 

Portland - 

10 

'••  ,  4  •- 

..."  •  7 

0 

48.50 

Providence 

26' 

37 

0 

0 

115.38 

T?  n  pin  nq'tpv 

1LU  L/_!.  1UO  L/C  J. 

IS 

X  U 

15 

0 

.  0 

96.7S 

o  u  «    XJU  ta.x  o 

117 

97 

10 

2 

466. OS 

Oc«l  L»     XJ^  J.VO     WX  1/^ 

2 

7 
1 

0 

0 

6.50 

CJri  n    "nH-1  nw        a  r\ 

Oclll   JC.Xl.e.U.itJ  lbUU 

"7  '• 
1 

0  ■ 

0 

24.50 

Seattle               . . . 

■  •  '  "  5  . 

2 

0  .. 

0 

20.00 

Springfield 

■  43 

3^ 

..  :.  14 

2 

221.77 

Toledo 

s 

15 

0 

0 

30.50 

Trenton 

0 

.  5 

0 

0 

Tulsa  ••  '    .-.'.:„,'.!  . 

14 

1 

0 

145.52 

Washington 

16 

7 

.  1 

311,24 

Wilkos-Barre 

45 

■  3 

6 

126 .48 

TOTAL 

3,527 

.  2,982 

1 , 291  • 

4o 

£11. 511.45  ■ 

The  following  inspections  were- ni^.de 
northern  Ohio. food  Terminal  at  Cleveland 
1,379  ITickel  Plate,  752:Pe:ma.,  103  Krog 


under  cooperative  agreement  with  the 

Total  '  "54  B.&0.,  11  Erie, 

er's,  29  federal  Cold  Storage. 
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IITSPECTIOITS.  TO....m^4JA^:A]^-TOIIE:  -,CQKPS-,  DURLHG  JUm>  1931 


•  ALL  FIGURES  I  IT  THESE  COLUMiTS  REPRESENT  POUNDS 


Symbols  :~ 
N~  NAVY  ; 

U'  ?;ap  TkTR1, 
i/i—  wjjin.  J.  imCj 

CORPS 

Praits  end 

-  Vegetables.. 
PASSED 

Fruits  and 
Vegetables 

TOJEAL 
QUANTITY 

TTTCDTrrrntnTi ' 
llJbirJiiL/lJiiD. 

*!Cuts"  made 
to  comply 
with,  speci- 
fications 

Items 
Billed 
Short— 
weight 

TIT                          H  f 

N  .  M 

N  M 

N  M 

IT  M 

IT  M 

GREAT,"  IAKES 

:  121643 

L_  0 

:..  '600 

L  0 

122243 

0 

:  50 

0 

:  0 

0 

NET7F0RT 

352725 
:  0 

16792 

0 

369517 

0 

1S46 

0 

0 

0 

HEW  YORK 

529746 

52902 

'  2570s 

;  732 

555^ 
-  53634 

30 

0 

0 

0 

NORFOLK 

I  76s4i 

L_  0 

0 

L_  0 

76s4i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 

*2gl77lf 

207  3Sfc 

23s4# 

201# 

*2S4i55# 

20939# 

553# 

94# 

-  0 

0 

SAN  DIEGO 

670040 
_  SS069 

9231 

6302 

679271 

94371 

1557 

513 

0 

0 

SAN  FRANC ISCC 

5  57UO55 

4sooo 

64000 

0  , 

63SO55 
4sooo 

0 

0 

0 

0 

SAN,  PEDRO 

635213 

0 

690s 

0 

642121 

0 

113s  ; 

0 

0 

:  0 

VALLEJO 

261016 

19153  . 

13053 

1120 

274069 
'  20273 

62  ; 
15 

0 

0 

WASHINGTON 

I69OS 

0 

1115  : 

0 

1S023 

0 

0  • 

,  0 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

351995s 

22S862 

139791 

3355  : 

3659744 

237217 

5235  : 
622 

0 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  U.S.  £ 

HIPPING  BOARD 

NEW  YORK        j.  6031 

ST.  louis  ■   :     i653i_  ,: 

15S         ;  6IS9 
'     235'     '    :■   '  16766 

0 

0  .; 

0 
0 

TOTAL           i     22562  : 

393'               22955  '  ; 

0  : 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  THE  TP.S.'  VETERANS '  HOSPITAL 

CHICAGO 
GREAT  LAKES 
MILWAUKEE  : 
NEW  YORK  ! 
PHILADELPHIA ' 

92124  ; 

56IS5  : 
15607  : 
184 a2g  i 
•  56022#.  ■ 

137^59        :  229583 
7760        ■     639^5  ; 
517        :     16124  : 
6067        :    190095  : 
5SS0#       i     6l902#  : 

0 

0  i 
0  ; 
0  ; 

0  : 

0 
0 
0 

.  0 
0 

TOTAL 

403966  : 

1576S3        1  651649 

0    ■  :' 

0 

The  Hew  York  office  also  inspected'  the  following:  Fru.it s  Vegetables  Rejections 


United  States  Lines  ,   350191  12S070 

Munson  S,S.  Line   .  27403'  12979 

Dollar  Line   '/. . .  2gS37  139g3 

American  France  Line.   22S50  402S 

American  Diamond  Line. . .................. ;  9424  219S 

American  Brazil  Line.......   10019  1456 

Columbia  S.S*  Lines  ....   507s  993 


453S02  163707 

The  San  Pedro  office  also  inspected  3306  lbs.  bread;  424l  lbs.  butter 

lbs.  cheese  for  ITavy.    Vallejo  office  inspected  256OI  lbs.  bread  for 
*  -  Including  20  inspections  in  May,  not  included  in  last  report,  cover 
22432#  passed,  17C4#  rejected,  and  26#  cut. 


5775 
50 
500 

934 
60 

7S0 
434 
8533 

and  472 

ITavy . 
ing 
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TEMPORARY)  E3ADQUART5RS  OF  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECT  I  ON  WORK  : 


Approximate  date  of 

State 

i  Supervisor 

•  Products 

Opening 

Closing 

TEXAS: 

H. 

T.  Longino,    ,  ..           .....     .  .  ■ 

Parker  Hotel,  ';  .  ■  j 

W-melons 
Cantaloupes 

July  23 
5    wuiy  2j> 

Aug.  6 
Aug.  6 

PORTO  RICO: 

A. 

S.  Mason, 

1+02  Ochoa  Bldg., 

Citrus 

Apr.  1 

Nov.  1 

ARKAl'TSAS :. 

.  &«. 

W.  Winfrey, 

Nashville,  Ark  , 

Fruit  s-  and 
Vegetables 

Apr.  27 

Aug.  15 

GEORGIA:  . 

1  0. 

G.  Strauss,  ; '.: 
klj  First  Natl.  Bank,. 
Macon,  Ga.  : .,' 

Peaches 

j    May  25 

Aug.  10 

DELAWARE : 

P. 

S .  Zimmerman, 
c/o  State  Board  cf  Agr„, 
Dover,  Del. 

-Apples 

■    July  1 

Sept.  1 

KANSAS: 

V. 

V.  Westgate,. 
c/o  State  Board  of  Agr., 
Topeka,  Kans. 

;  Potatoes 

•    July  6 

Aug.  15  j 

Reports  on  the  following    products  can  "be , obtained  from  offices  indicated:- 

.Missouri  potatoes.  J.  M.  Lyle,  Kansas  City  office 

Iowa  onions....  ,'.  ;  R.  C.  Lindstrom,  Des  Moines  office. 

•  Kentucky  products. ........  T.  C. ' Curry,  Louisville  office 

Massachusetts  onions'.   0.  A.  McNiff,  Springfield  office  -  •  . 

Oklahoma  products. ..... .'. Okla,  Market  Commission,  Oklahoma  City. 

OPPICE  NOTES:-  ' 

J.  W,  Park  left  Washington  on,.  Sunday  for  a  brief  ' trip  in  the  interest 
of  the  bulletin  on  auction  companies c    He.  planned  to  visit  New  'York  City'*- 
Buffalo,  Cleveland,  Detroit  and  Chicago. 

Wendell  Calhoun  plans  to  leave  Washington  next  Monday,  July  27,  for  a 
supervisory  trip  i n  the  interest,  of ,  the.  Market  News  Service.    He  will  visit 
the  middlewestern  market  stations  as  far  as  Minneapolis  and'  Kansas  City,  prob- 
ably returning  to  his  desk  around  August  10, 


T.  Cu  J„  Baker,  of  the,  Standard  Container  Projects,  left  on  Wednesday 
for  a  trip  of  two  or  three  weeks  on  which  he  will  visit  package  factories 
in  North  Carolina  and  northwnrd  along  the  Atlantic  Coast,  in  the  enforcement 
of '  the  Standard  Container  Act, s*  .     ;  •  v  .  ...  •  ... 
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OPZTTCE  170TES  (COHTIMJED) 

A.  R.  Spiker,  of  the  Transportation  Unit  in  Washington,  expects  to  "be 
on  leave  at  Woodtsock,  Va.,-  most'  'of  'next  ■  week. 

Sympathy  is  extended  to  Miss  Virginia  Gillian,  of  the  Washington  office, 
in  the  death  of  her  mother  on' July  17.      One  of  Miss  Gilliam's  regular  duties 
is  the  cutting  of  stencils  for  the  weekly  Division  Letter,  "but  she  has  "been 
obliged  to  be  absent,  on  account  of  her  mother's  illness,  during  most  of  the 
last  two  months.    She  probably  will  return  next  week. 

Miss  Verne  Schult,  secretary  to  Mr,  Sherman,  expects  to  leave  next 
Saturday,  August  2,  on  her  vacation  of  one  month.    She  will  stop  at  the  Mount 
McKinley  national  ^ark  and  the  Glacier  llational  Park,  as  well  as  at  Seattle, 
but  the  most  important  part  of  her  trip  will  be  a  tour  of  Alaska. 

Robert  Bier,  who  was  stationed  for  the  past  six  weeks  at  Cape  Charles, 
while  supervising  shipping-point  inspections  of  Eastern  Shore  potatoes,  moved 
to  Parksley,  "Va>>  this  week,  but  will  be  back  in  Washington  by  next  Monday. 

A.  E,  Mercker,  Secretary  of  the  Interstate  Early  Potato  Committee,  who 
was  located  at  0nancock9'  Va,,  during  the  Eastern  Shore  potato  season,  also 
expects  to  return  to  the  Washington  office  by  the  end  of  this  week, 

W*  0,  Smith,  Jr.,  who  was  in  charge  of  market  reports  in  the  Washington 
office  from  I9IS  to  1921,  was  a  visitor  to  the  local  office  on  Thursday,  Por 
a  number  of  years,  he  has  been  in  the  produce  business  in  Baltimore. 

Stuart  L.  Sweet,  a  cooperative  employee  of  this  Bureau  in  the  Denver 
office  from  191T  "to  1920,  who  worked  very  closely  with  the  Pruit  and  Vegetable 
Division,'  is  reported  to  have  shot  himself  Wednesday  of  this  week  in  the  Black 
Porest,  east  of  Colorado  Springs. 

J.  A»  Marks  has-  about  completed  his  personal  supervision  of  shipping- 
point  Inspections  in  Alabama,  and  expects  to  return  to  the  Pittsburgh  office 
on  Saturdajr  of  this  week.    Some  inspections  in  Alabcrajpay  be  made  on  sweet 
potatoes,  but  the  extent  of  that  work  is.  very  uncertain. 

Shipping-point  inspections  of  Arizona  cantaloupes  and  grapes  are 
completed,  and  E?  L.  Ruch,  who  supervised  that  work,  has  now  returned  to  his 
headquarters  in  California,  where  he  is  a  member  of  the  inspection  staff. 

W.  J,  Bertush  returned  to  his  Chicago  headquarters  last  Saturday, 
having  finished  the  shipping-point  work  on  western  Tennessee  tomatoes.  About 
August  1,  he  expects  to  go  to  eastern  Tennessee  and  supervise  the  insj)ection 
work  on  peaches. 

E,  T.  Longino,  Pederal  Supervising  Inspector  in  Texas,  will  be  located 

at  Weatherford  for  the  next  two  weeks,  in  order  to  handle  the  work  on  northern 

Texp.s  watermelons  and  cantaloupes,  , 

(.over) 
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R.  W,  Tyson,  of- *the  Hew  Haven  inspection  off  ice,  is  on  leave  this  week 
and  next.    Boiling  Hall,  of  the  Hew  York  City  staff,  has  "been  sent  to.  Hew  Haven 
to  siibstitute  for  Mr.  Tyson. 

C.  D.  Shirley,  who  has  been  assisting  with  inspections  in  Hew  York  City, 
was  sent  to  Boston  last  week,,  to  help  with  the  work  in  that  narket. 

17.  C •  Eackleman,,  Regional  Supervisor  in  Hew  York,  will  probably  "be  in 

Boston  two  days  the  latter  part    of  this  week.         E.  E,  Conklin,  Jr.,  the 

Regional  Supervisor  in  Chicago,'  lias  now  returned  to  duty  after  "being  absent  on 
leave  about  two  weeks. 

E.  ,C.  McCoy,  of  the  Hew  York  inspection  staff,  was  spending  his  vaca- 
tion at  Hedgesville,  W.  Ya.,  "but  was  called  to  the  Pittsburgh  office  of  the 
Inspection  Service  to  assist  with  a  rush  of  work  on  potatoes  in  that  market. 

Simon  Lieberman,  of  the  Hew  York  city  staff  of  inspectors,  is  on  leave 
from  July  14  to  Jl«    E.  G.  Batsford  returned  to  Hew  York  from  his  vacation 
last  Monday,  having  "been  absent  about  two  weeks.    R.  C.  Elliott,- also  of  the 
Hew  York  office  of  the  Inspection  Service,  was _ on  a  brief  period  of  leave 
during  early  July.  ^ 

T7.  E.  Harrison  and  S.  p.  Shreve,  of  the  Baltimore  office,  were  among 
the  naiiy  who  attended  the  forml  opening  of  the  new  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Produce  Terminal  i n  Baltimore  last  Tuesday.    Mr.  Shreve  was  in  the  Washington 
office  this  morning. 

The  D.L.  was  in  error  last  week  in.  stating  that  TT,  A.  Hilgeson  had  been 
substituting  in  the  Kansas  City  office  of  the  Inspection  Service.    He  was  in 
St.  Louis ,  but  has  now  returned  to  Chicago, 

Today,  July  24,  being  a  State  holiday  in  Utah,  the  Salt  Lake  City  office 
issued  no  market  reports,  because  all  the  local  markets  were  closed. 

A.  E.  Prugh  and  L.  T.  Kirby,  who  operated  the  news  service  on  canta- 
loupes in  Imperial  Valley  this  past  season,  have  issued  a  sovo^-paged  mimeo- 
graphed preliminary  review  of  the  season,  including  distribution  tables.  The 
1931  cantaloupe  deal  in  -Imperial  Valley  is  characterized  as  "the  worst 
marketing  disaster  that  the  Valley  ever  experienced, »  because  of  low  xu-ices. 
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la.    POTATO  GRADES  ESTABLISHED  EOR  ITEW  YORE 

Official  standards  for  potatoes  and  special  restrictions  on  the  sale  of 
cull  potatoes-  will  be  put  into  effect  in  Hew  York  State  on  August  1,  1931. 
according  to  a state ment  Toy  Commissioner  Berne  A.  Pyrke,  of  the  State  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Markets. 

This  announcement  follows  a  series  of  public  hearings  held  during  the 
past  month  at  various  points  in  the  State,  at  which  proposed  regulations  re- 
garding the  marketing  and  sale  of  potatoes  were  presented  for  discussion.  The 
result  of  these  hearings,  according  to  Commissioner  Pyrke,  was  to  convince  the 
officials  that  there  is  a  general  demand  on  the  part  of  potato  growers  and 
shippers  for  regulatio  11  of  the  sale  of  potatoes  along  the  lines  proposed  "by  the 
Deportment  under  authority  of  the  new  grading  law.  passed  by  the  last  session 
of  the  State  Legislature.    These  grades  for  potatoes  are  the  first  set  up 
under  authority  of  the  new  law. 


2a.    LOUIS IAITA  IITSPECTIOB-  RECORDS 

A  total  of  11,735  c^s  of  fruits  and  vegetables  intended  for  central 
markets  received  State-^Federal  inspection  during  the  fiscal  year  ..ended  June  3°» 
1931.  as  compared  with  5,3^+1  cars  the  preceding  year,  according  to  announcement 
"by  Hunter  S.  Moles,  Supervising  Inspector,  stationed  at  Louisiana  University. 

That  the  State  is  capable  of  producing  a  variety  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  3U-  different  products  were  inspected  at  shipping 
points  this  year,  compared  with  17  products  the  year  previous. 

Strawberries,  which  produced  an  exceptional  yield  and  Quality  this  past 
year,  headed  the  list  of  inspections  with  U56S3  cars.    Irish  potatoes  came  next 
with  3j^29  cars;  mixed  vegetables,  1,193  cars;  beans  731,  cabbage  i+32,  shallots 
379»  sweet  potatoes  276  cars,  with  other  fruits  and  vegetables,  including  some 
citrus  fruits,  making  up  the  remainder. 

The  increase  in  inspection  service  this  year  was  due,  partly,  to  the 
fact  that  all  shippers  are  supposed  to  hold  Federal  licenses.    But  the  shippers 
are  also  discovering  that  shipping-point  inspection  protects  them  and  guarantees 
a  more-steady  and  more-reliable  market,  according  to  Mr.  Moles'  statement. 

3a.    HEAVY  MOVEMEITT  OF  WATERMSLOITS  CAUSES  A  PRICE  DECLII1E 

During  the  week  ended  July  25,  Georgia  shipped  more  watermelons  than 
during  any  previous  week  of  this  season.  .  Aoout.  3, 020  cars  moved  from  that  one 
State,  in  addition  to  almost  3»000  from  several  other  States  together.  The 
combined,  track-holdings  in  12  large  markets  increased  from  6l6  cars  on  ^u.ly  IS 
to  1,707  cars  on  July  27.    Cash  prices  of  loaded  cars  at  shipping  points  in 
Georgia  have  dropped  to  a  range  of  $H0  to  $75  •    Since  the  average  carload  is 
around  1,000  melons,  this  means  about  5^  per  melon, . and  the  growers  get  less. 
Some  ca.sh-tre.ck  sales  were  made  on  Tuesday  as  low  as  $3^  Per  carload. 

(Page  U67) 


Division  letter,  July  31 ,  1951 


MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


1  b .  SOUTHEASTER!!  PEACH  SEIPlaEMTS  HEAVY  AHD  P~TCSS  TOY  LOW . 

H.  P.  Willson  sent  the  following  report  on  peaches  from  Candor,  IT.  C  J 
under  date  of  July  28:- 

"With  total  peach  shipments  averaging  over  500  cars  a  day  the  past  week 
and  prospects  for  heavier  shipments  this  week, ■ the  situation  does  not  look  very 
encouraging.    Horth  Carolina  f.o.b.  prices  oh  a  usual  terms  basis  declined  from 
a  top  of  $1  for  test  medium  to  large  sizes,  crates  or  bushels,  on  July  21  to 
50^  on  July  27.    The  demand'  has  been- slow  and  it  has  been  increasingly  difficult 
to; sell  on  any  terms.    Even  the  most  optimistic  are  not  expecting  any  immediate 
change  for  the  better.     It  is  hoped  that  the  general  policy  of  not  packing  or 
shipping  any  fruit  smaller  than  either  2x2-6  layer  or  2-inch  minimum  will 
have  a  beneficial  effect  in  clearing  the  terminal  markets  of  poorer-quality 
small-sized  fruit.    However,  the  truckers  are  operating  and,  although  .there  is 
a  wide 'range  in  the  quality  which  they  are  buyings  undoubtedly  a  considerable 
quantity  of  culls  and  small  sizes  will  find  its  way  to  the  markets,  particularly 
the  smaller  markets.    Many  of  the  truckers  are  demanding  Ho.  1  fruit,  because  of 
the  limited  demand  for  poorer  stock. "" 


2b .    EASTERIT  SHORE  CAHTALOUPES  A1TD  SWEET  POTATOES  START  DIG- 

The  following  information  came  in  a  letter  of  July  28  from  Y.  H. 
ITicholson,  at  Pocomoke  City,  Md. :- ' 

"The  Eastern  Shor^  potato  deal  is  about  finished.    Probably  560  to  700 
cars  remain  in  Virginia  and  about  500  in  Maryland,,     It  is  expected  that  most  of 
the  remaining  stock  will  be  shipped  during  the  next  few  days  and  that  very  few 
cars  will  be  .  shipped  after  the  end  of  this  week.. 

"The  crop  has  fallen  considerably  short  of  early  expectations.  Shipments 
from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  will  probably  amount  to  about  15,000  cars  or 
2,500  less  than  the  1930  crop.    Maryland  output. may  total  1,600  to  1,800  car- 
lots,  or  about  three-fourths  the  shipments  of  last  season. 

"Fnile  shipments  for  the  country  have  averaged  less  than  5°0  errs  daily 
during  the  past  week,  the  market  has  failed  to  advance  materially.    The  f.o.b. 
price  has  remained  around  $1.60-$1.70  for  nearly  a  week.    Demand  for  Eastern 
Shore  stock  has  been  rather  slow,  and  the  trade  seems  to  be  waiting  for  the 
Hew  Jersey  crop  to  start. 

"The  Eastern  Shore  is  expecting  a  large  crop  -of  sweet  potatoes  this  secy- 
son,    There  is  a  heavy  acreage,  especially  in  this  vicinity  and  in  Accomac 
County,  Virginia.    The  growing  season  has  been  favorable  and  the  crop  appears 
to  be  in  good  condition.    Movement  is  expected  to  start  in  a  light  w-ay  around 
August  10  or  15. 

"The  cantaloupe  season  started  last  week  with  the  shipment  of  several 
t rucklo ads  ■  from  Salisbury.    Several  truckloads  and  a  few  cars  were  shipped  from 
that  station  on  Monday,  and  indications  point  to  a,  moderate  movement  this  week. 
The  high  prices  of  las.t  sea.son  have  been  at  lea,st  partially  responsible  for  a 
moderate-  increase  in  acreage,  and  yields  are  expected  to  be  heavier  than  a  year 
ago  i    Quality  of  the  first  shipments  has  .been  quite  variable,  as  many  growers  I 
have  been  picking  their  crop  before  it  reached  ma/tur'ity.'1' 
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Jo .    HEAT  HAVE  I  IT  DEITVER  BREAKS  20- YEAR  RECORD 

Bryce  Morris  sent  the  following  report  from  Denver  in  a  letter  of 
July  2H:~ 

"The  past  week  has  "been  the  hottest  in  recent  years  for  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ain territory.     On  Wednesday  the  temperature  reached  100°  in  Denver,  which  is 
the  highest  temperature  for  that  date  in  over  20  years.    Very  little  rain  has 
fallen  throughout  the  region,  and  damage  to  crops  no  doubt  will  "be  excessive  in 
the  near  future  unless  relieved  by  rainfall. 

"Lettuce  1ms  begun  to  move  in  a  limited  way  from  the  Granby  district  on 
the  Western  Slope,  coming  to  Denver  by  motor  truck.    This  Iceberg  was  selling 
here  today  at  $k  per  crate  and  is  the  best  quality  available  in  Colorado.  San 
Luis  Valley  lettuce  from  La  Jara  and  Del  Horte  was  selling  at  $3*50— $3-75  Per 
crate.    Reports  from  the  Valley  indicate  that  the  hot  weather  in  that  section 
has  induced  tipburn,  so  that  the  quality  is  only  fair.    Shippers  were  reported 
quoting  Colorado  Iceberg  lettuce  at  $2. 50-$  3  per  crate  in  straight  cars,  accord- 
ing to  quality  and  solidity.    Green  peas  are  also  moving  moderately  at  this  time. 

"Potatoes  apparently  hit  a  temporary  botton  here  this  week  with  offerings 
of  Cobblers  from  the  Western  Slope  of  Colorado  selling  at  $1 .65— $1 .75  -  Occa- 
sional truckloads  of  small  Cobblers  from  northern  Colorado  ranged  $1.50-151.65." 

Ub.    CROP  TOTES  FROM  MIHHEAP0LIS  DISTRICT 

In  a  letter  of  July  25  from  Minneapolis,   the  following  notes  were 
submitted  by  L.  C.  Tate:- 

"Hct  weather  during  July  damaged  the  homegrown  tomato  crop  in  this  sec*. I  . 
tio.11.    However,  truck  receipts  on  the  local  market  pre  now  liberal  and  this 
morning  there  was  a  sharp  reduction  in  values  of  all  carlo t  receipts.  It 
appears  at  present  that  the  late  production  of  homegrown  tomatoes  will  be  up  to 
normal,  so  that  the  local  market  is  a    closed  affair  for  the  balance  of  the 
season. 

"Raspberries  from  nearby  points  are  becoming  scarce  and  liberal  receipts 
from  Washington  brought  50^  premium  on  the  market  this  morning,  as  compered  with 
values  earlier  in  the  week.    Another  week  will  probably  bring  the  end  of  our 
local  raspberry  season. 

"Yellow  Globe  onions  from  nearby  points  are  being  received  here  in  small 
quantities.  They  are  mostly  of  small  size  but  show  full  maturity  and  are  sell- 
ing well  in  competition  with  other  stocks." 

5b .     ITEW  JERSEY  POTATO  CROP  MAY  35  LIGHTER  TEA?.!  AT  FIRST  EXPECTED 

The  following  paragraph  is  quoted  from  a  letter  of  July  21,  written  by 
one  of  the  Hew  Jersey  State  agricultural  ofi'icials:- 

"Tke  Hew  Jersey  potato  crop  is  not  going  to  be  as  heavy  as  was  expected 
earlier.    Those  farmers  now  harvesting  are  digging  clean,  bright  potatoes  of 
good  size,  but  the  hot  weather  following  heavy  rains  has  scalded  some  of  the 
vines,  especially  in  the  low  spots.     J  have  heard,  of  some  blight  showing  up, 
but  not  as  serious  as' has  been  seen  at  other  times." 

6t  ♦    .  ATOTT^R  SUMMARY  ISSUED 

"Marketing  Colorado  Peaches  and  Pears,  I93O  Season,"  by  Bryce  Morris,  of 
the  Denver  office,  is  a  new  summary  issued  this  week. 
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7"b .    RSCE1TT  HEWS  PIT  TEXAS  WATEP.MELOIIS  AlHO  CAETALOTTPES 

W.  j)#  Googe  sent  the  following  report  in.  a  letter  of  July  2f  from 
the  Fort  forth  office:- 

"The  watermelon  movement  from  Texas  during  the  past  week  .averaged 
slightly  less  than  100  cars  a  day,  and  practically  all  sections  of  the  State 
were  shipping  except  the  early  acreages  in  Brooks  and  Willacy  counties.  The 
Wcatherford  section  was  favored  "by  good  rains-  during  the  week  ending  July  18, 
following  a  period  of  dry  and  extremely  hot  weather.    Shipments  from  that 
section  during  the  week  were  light.    It  is  estimated  that  less  than  ^00  cars 
will  be  shipped  from  that  vicinity,  and  the  perk  of  the  movement  will  occur 
around  August  1 . 

"Heavy  shipments  from  Georgia,  South  Carolina  and  other  States  on 
July  21,  22  raid  23  ha,vo  apparently  demoralized  the  terminal  markets,  and  cash 
buyers  have  practically  ceased  operations  in  this  territory.    Most  cash  sales  j 
have  been  made  o  n  the  basis  of  ^0<j;  per  100  pounds  for  30~Pounl  average  melons 
in  carloads,  while  wire-order  sales  have  ranged  10^  to  15^  higher.  Larger 
sizes,  up  to  about  37  or  38  pounds  average,  are  generally  bringing  2^  por 
pound  more,  while  smaller  sizes  down  to  2H-pound  average  are  generally  sold  at 

a  pound  less.    The  weather  outlook  for  this  week  in  the  territory  where 
Texas  watermelons  rre  mostly  sold  —  Oklahoma,  Kansas,  ITcbraska,  Iowa  and  the 
Dakotas  —  is  that  unseasonably  high  temperatures  \7ill  prevail,  and  dealers 
hope  for  better  markets. 

"The  unusually  large  cantaloupe  crop  in  northern  Texas  remains  a  prob- 
lem which  growers,  shippers  and  others  have  not  solved.  -  From  20  to  3°  cars 
a  day  have  been  moving,  a  large  portion  of  them  under  contract,  but  only  a 
few  have  been  sold  f.o.b.  cash- track.    The  carlot  movement  from  this  part  of 
the  State  is  somewhat  of  a  novelty.    Quality  has  been  irregular,  due  to  hot 
weather,  spotted  rainfall  during  the  growing  season,  lack  of  experience  of 
growers  in  harvesting  a  cantaloupe  crop  for  carlot  shipment,  and  a  number  of 
other  factors  which  affect  cantaloupe  quality.    Few  growers  have  yet  received 
the  returns  from  their  shippers,  but  there  is  plenty  of  rumor  current  to  the 
effect  that,  from  a  financial  viewpoint,  these  growers  will  receive  little 
encouragement  for  planting  another  crop  of  cantaloupes." 

8b.    A  IIBW  "WO-WU"  PAGE  OF  THE  CODE 

With  this  D.L.,  there  is  being  mailed  to  all  market-news  offices  a 
new  code  page,  "WO-WIJ,"  which  is  to  be  used  as  a  miscellaneous  supplementary 
page  for  any  commodity.    This  page  is  to  become  effective  Friday,  August  7« 

9b.    PLEASE  CORRECT  THE  CODE  ERROR  l.'IADE  I"  LAST  WEEK'S  D.L. 

Because  of  the  previous  use  of  the  code  term  "GOQ,"  (not  discovered 
until  last  week's  D.L,  had  been  distributed),   it  was  necessary  to 'change  the 
code  term  given  in  Par.  5b.    A  wire  was  sent  to  all  offices  the  first  part 
of  this  week,  to  malic  this  addition  read  as  follows :- 

GOV  -  Wire  Auction  Sales  (Rolling  Cars) 

Please  make  a  suitable  notation  opposite  this  paragraph  -  50  -  in 
your  copy  of  last  week's  D.L.,  to  the  following  effect:  "See  par.  3b  in  the 
D.L.  for  July  31." 
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POCOMOKE  CITY,  MD.** 
Peninsula  Bldg. 

878 

|  V.H.Hicholson 

Stbr. 

Potatoes5* 

.  Cants. 

:  May  21 
f  June  12 

.Tnl  v  P 
f  u.j.cy  o 

July  28 

June  17* 
Aug.  1* 

Jnlv  PU* 
Aug.  15 

1+15  Ga.  Casualty  Bldg. 

S33 
875 

R.  M.  Peterson 

Peaches 
W-melons 

June  8 
July  20 

Aug.  8 
Aug.  20 

CA1TD0R,  IT.C.** 
A.E.G.  Bldg. 

935 

H.  P.  Willson 

Peaches 

July  20 

Aug.  8 

FRISHO,  CALIE.**  : 
212  Holland  Bldg. 

919 

A.  E.  Prugh  . 

Grapes 

July  22 

:  ITov.  7 

The  following  stations 

-orobably  will  ox>en  o  n  dates  indicated: 

WALLA  WALLA,  WASH. 

939 

J.  D.  Hamilton 

Prune  s 

Aug.  10 

Aug.  29 

ROCKY  EORD,  COLO. 

821' 

R.  G-.  Risser 

Cants. 

Aug.  20 

Sept.  15 

BEITTOU  HARBOR ,  MICH .  *  * 

83gj 

R.  E.  Keller 

Apples 

Pears 

Peaches 

Grapes 

Onions 

Aug.  20" 
Aug.  2^ 

Sept.  1 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  8 

Oct.  2U 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  19 
Oct  .  2U 
Oct.  2U 

State  cooperating. 

W.  E.  Cox  in  San  Erancisco 

R.  G-.  Risser  in  Los  Angeles 

B.  S.  Surry  in  Portland 

R.  L.  Sutton  in  Washington 

R«  E.  Keller  on  leave  in  Michigan 


*  Reports  discontinued. 

W.  G-.  Thompson  in  Philadelphia 
J.  B.  Owens  to  Pittsburgh  by  8/6 
A.  M.  McDowell  to  Cleveland  by  8/6 
W.  D.  G-ooge  in  Port  Worth 
H.  E.  Rutland  at  Shin  Pond,  Maine 


ElELD  Mjflg  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 

in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 


1  Ob .   aisrica:;  erupts  to  eitcouittsr  COMPETITION  I  IT  EUROPE 

The  following  sentence  has  been  copied  from  a  cable  received  from  the 
Bureau' s  representative  in  Berlin,  G-emnay.  yesterday:- 

"Anerican  apples  and  pears  will  encounter  heavy  competition  and  poor 
demand  conditions  this  year  oxnnost  of  the  Continent,  except  possibly  in 
Scandinavia."    ~    The  reason  given  is  the  good  production  on  the  Continent. 


B.  C.  BORES, 

Specialist  in  Market  Hews. 
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IITSPSCTIOIT  SERVICE 


lc.    C0:.TDI?I0:i  AS  RELATED  TO  GRADE 

The  question  has  "been  raised  as  to  whether  shipments  which  are  certi- 
fied as  "U.S.  ITo.  1,  decay  being  a  factor  of  condition"    really  meet  the 
requirements  of  grade  at  tine  of  inspection.    This  question  will  to  asked 
many  tines  "by  receivers  and  other  applicants  for  inspection.    The  Solicitor 
has  ruled  that,  when  the  grade  provides  that  decay  and  other  deterioration 
which  may  have  developed  in  storage  or  transit  affects  the  condition  and  not 
the  grade,  we  have  no  authority  to  certify  the  product  "below  grade  on  account 
of  decay,    ^his  ruling  nay  he  quoted,  "but  the  policy  of  the  Inspection  Service 
will  be  to  make  no  attempt  to  settle  disputes  as  to  whether  such  shipments 
constitute  good  delivery  under  the  terms  specified  in  the  sales  contract. 

The  following  opinion  from  the  Solicitors  Office  is  quoted  for  the 
information  of  all  inspectors :- 

"It  is  my  opinion  that  one  who  "buys  in  terms  of  the  Washington 
grades  is  "bound  "by  their  provisions  and  that  for  his  own  protection  he 
should  specify  the  percentage  of  decay  or  other  factors  of  condition 
that  he  considers  material.    In  the  absence  of  such  specification,  how- 
ever, it  would  seem  that  the  seller  warrants  that  the  apples  are  mer- 
chantable within  the  grade.    The  question  of  merchantability  is  one  of 
fact,  to  be  determined  by  expert  opinion." 

The'  foregoing  opinion  would  also  apply  to  the  U.S.  Grades  (Apples, 
■Potatoes,  Pears,  Citrus  Fruit)  which  have  provisions  similar  to  the  Washington 
apple  grades.     Inspectors  will  seldom,  if  ever,  know  all  the  specifications 
of  the  sales  contract  and,  when  a  complaint  is  filed  under  the  Perishable 
Agricultural  Commodities  Act,  each  case  will  have  to  be  decided  on  its  merits. 
There  are  so  many  factors  involved  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  outline  a 
general  policy  governing  the  handling  of  complaints  which  involve  the  question 
of  condition  as  related  to  grade.    Many  of  these  complaints  will  also  involve 
the  question  of  merchantability,  which  will  probably  be  decided  by  those  in 
charge  of  the  administration  of  the  P.A.C.  Act. 


2c.    PACKIIT&  REOJJIREHEITTS  -  U.S.  STANDARDS  EOR  APPLES 

Attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  grade  requirements  raid 
packing  requirements  are  separate  and  distinct.    A  lot  of  apples  should  never 
be  certified  below  grade  on  account  of  slack  pack.    When  the  lot  of  fruit  is 
up  to  grade  but  the  pack  is  slack,  it  may  be  certified  as  follows 

"Grades  U.S.  ITo.  1  but  fails  to  meet  packing  requirements  of 
this  grade  account  of  slack  pack." 

It  will  be  desirable  to  make  a  statement  of  this  kind  especially  when 
a  complaint  is  made  regarding  the  condition  of  pack. 

THE  AinUAL  TABLES  OP  HTSP5CTI0ITS,  as  they  appear  in  our  Annual  Report 
to  the  Chief  of  Bureau,  will  be  published  as  supplements  to  the  Division 
Letter.    Attached  to  this  D.L.  are  the  first  three  of  these  tables,  go op  then. 


fti vision  Letter,  July  yi,  1931 


TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  0?  SHIPPIHC-POIKIT  INSPECTION  WORK 


Approximate  date  of 

State 

Supervisor 

Products 

Opening 

Closing 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason,  : 
h02  Ochoa  Bldg.,  j 
San  Juan,  P.  R. 

Citrus 

Apr .  1 

|  ITov.  1 

A"DT/r  A**  TO  AO.  > 

G.  w.  Winirey, 
Hashville,  Ark. 

Pruits  and 
Vegetables 

Apr.  27 

Aug.  15 

GEORGIA: 

0.  G.  Strauss, 

M-13  Pirst  ITatl.  Bank, 
Macon,  Ga. 

Peaches 

May  25 

Aug.  10 

DELAWARE: 

P.  S.  Zimmerman, 

c/ o  btate  Board  of  Agr., 
Dover,  Del . 

Apples 

July  1 

Sept .  1 

KAHSAS:  . 

V.  V.  Westgate, 

c/o  State  Board  of  Agr., 
;         Topeka,  Kans . 

Potatoes 

July  b 

Aug.  15 

TEXAS: 

j  H.  T.  Longino, 
:      Parker  Hotel, 

Weather ford,  Texas 

;  W-melons 
•  Cantaloupes 

j    July  23 
j    July  23 

Aug.  6 
Aug.  6 

TEiPTESSSE: 

•  ¥.  J.  Bertush, 
j     Harriman,  Tenn. 

■  Peaches 

i  Aug.  3 

Aug.  15 

Reports  on  the  following  products  can  be  obtained  from  offices  indicated:- 

Missouri  potatoes   p.  M.  Lyle,  Kansas  City  office 

Iowa  onions*....   R.  C.  Lindstrorn,  Des  Moines  office 

Kentucky  products   T.  C.  Curry,  Louisville  office 

Massachusetts  onions   0.  A.  McIIiff,  Springfield  office 

Oklahoma  products   Okla.  Market  Commission,  Oklahoma  City. 

Ohio  products   M.  W.  Baker,  Columbus  office 


3c .     SHORT  GRADE  PORMS  SE1TT  TO  IITSPSCTORS 

During  the  past  few  days,  copies  of  the  short  grade  forms  for  Raspberries, 
ITorthern-Grown  Onions,  and  Sawdust-Pack  Grapes  were  mailed  to  all  inspectors. 
If  anyone  was  overlooked,  he  should  request  copies  at  once. 

l4c„    CHAITGES  III"  LIST  OP  PAST- DUE  ACCOUITTS 

The  following  name  should  be  taken  off  the  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts :- 

Gledhill  &  Putnam  Avoca,  IT.I.  '  $9-70 

The  following  sum  of  $1.00  should  be  added  as  a  further  charge  against: 

A.  E,  Marsh  Company         Yakima,  Wash.      add  $1.00;  total  now  $5.00 


h~jh  '     ""     "      Division  Letter,  July, ^1,  1931   

t 

•5c .    EXPORT  E0RM  CERTIFICATE 

The  Special  Certificate,  specified  "by  the  British  Apple  Order,  should 
not  "be  issued  unless  the  packages  are  marked  to  show:  (l)  the  name  and  address 
of  the  packers,   (2)  the  variety,   (3)  grade,  and  (U)  minimum  size. 

The  same  rule  now  applies  to  the  Export  Eorm  Certificate  and  the  neces- 
sary information  should  appear  in  J,  r,  label,  stamp  or  stencil  form,  and, 
unless  all  points  have  been  included,  the  Export  Eonn  Certificate  will  be 
refused.    The  marking  requirements  are  in  addition  to  the  requirements  as  to 
freedom  from  spray  residue,  apple  maggot  and  other  worms.    Markings  as  to 
minimum  size  apply  to  eastern  apples  in  "barrels,  and  boxes  and  to  jumblepacked 
boxes  but  not  to  tier-packed  apples  in  boxes,  which  are  marked  with  the  number 
of  apples  contained  therein.    Shipping-point  supervisors  should  call  this 
matter  to  the  attention  of  all  licensees  working  under  their  supervision.  - 

R.  C.  BUTl'TER. 

STANDARDIZATION  AITD  ESSEABOhT 


1 d  •    ITET-LIKE  BUSSETIHG  PERMITTED  I  IT  U.S.  APPLE  CRAPES 

The  question  has  arisen  as  to  how  much  net-like  russet ing  is  permitted 
before  an  apple  is  considered  damaged.    The  term  "net-like"  is  not  mentioned 
in  the  definition  of  russeting  under  7  (a)  on  page  g  of  the  apple  grades. 
However,  this  type  of  russeting  is  provided- for  in  the  third  paragraph  of  this 
definition  which  states  that  "Russeting  on  other  var iet ig s  wh^ch  covers  a 
total  area  of  more  than  2^fo  of  the  surface  in  the  aggregate/'-1  etc."    This  allows^ 
any  amount  of  net-like  russeting  which  does  not  cover  more  than  25$  in  the 
aggregate;  that  is,  if  it  was  all  brought  together  into  one  area.  The  thinner 
the  netting,  the  more  that  would  be  allowed,  and  vice  versa. 

E.  E.  PAILTHORP . 

OEEICE  1J0TES:- 

Wm.  E.  Lewis  plans  to  leave  tonight  for  ITorfolk,  Va.,  where  he  will 
attend  a  conference  of  shippers  for  the1  discussion  of  the  U.S.  grades  for 
spinach,  this  meeting  to  be  held  on'  Saturday.    J.  H.  Meek  will  go  from 
Richmond  for  this  conference. 

T.  W.  Ayres,  of  the  New  York  City  inspection  staff,  stopped  in  Washing- 
ton today  to  confer  with  local  officials.    He  was  on  route  to  Virginia,  where 
he  will  serve  this  season  as  the  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  on  shipping- 
point  work.    Mr.  Ayres  will  attend  the  spinach-grades  conference  at  ITorfolk 
and  will  then  go  to  Richmond,  before  locating  in  the  western  part  of  the  State 
for  perch  inspection  work. 

E.  G.  Rohb,  in  charge  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  will  be  on  vacation 
during  the  first  two  weeks  of  August  and  will  enjoy  a  motor  trip  through  Hew 
England.    0.  IT.  Harsha,  also  of  the  staff  in  the  Earle  Building,  has  gone  on 
a  month' s  leave  at  his  home  in  Indiana. 

R.  L.  Sutton,  who  has  been  substituting  in  the  Hew  York  City  market- 
news  off-ice,,  will  come  to 'Washington  about  Wednesday  of  next  week  and  be 
stationed' here  temporarily. 
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OFFICE  "PTES     (COHTIFUED)   •  ■ 


H.  J.  Clay,  of  the  -Washington  staff,  is  on  leave,  all  of  this  week. 
He  drove  to  Henderson,  Ky.,  to  bring  "back  the  members  of  his  family,  who 
have  been  on  vacation  in  that  city,    Aaron  Stambaugh,  also  of  the  local 
office,  has  been  on  vacation  for  the  past  two  weeks,  but  will  return  on 
Monday. 

J.  B.  Owens,  who  has  been  in  the  Chicago  office  of  the  Hews  Service 
since  the  middle  of  July,  will  proceed  to  Pittsburgh  on  August  6,  where  he 
will  substitute  for  J.  K.  Boyd,  while  the  latter  is  on  leave. 

A.  M.  McDowell,  who  has  been  on  vacation  at  Canonsburg,  Pa.,  will  go 
to  the  Cleveland  office  next  Thursday  and.  substitute  for  A.  B.  Farlinger. 
during  the  following  two  weeks,  while  Mr.  Far linger  is  on. leave. 

R.  E.  Keller  left  Macon,  Get.,  a  few  days  ago  for  his  vacation  in 
Michigan.    R.  M.  Peterson  will  handle  the  peach  market  reports,  as  well  as 
the  watermelon  reports,  at  Macon  during  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

W.  C.  Hackleman  spent  Wednesday  in  Philadelphia  in  relation  to  the 
receiving-point  inspection  work.    Next  Thursday,  August  6,  Mr.  Hackleman  is 
on  the  program  of  the  Connecticut  Fruit  Growers  meeting,  at  Storrs,  Conn., 
for  an  address  on  the  subject:-  "U.S.  Standards  for  the  Inspection  of  Applet 

R.  H.  vonGlahn  has  been  sent  from  Hew  York  City  to  Boston,  to  assist 
with  the  rush  of  inspection  work  in  that  market.    Requests  have  been  receiv- 
ed for  inspection  of  about  100  cars  of  watermelons  in  Boston. 

Herbert  Graff,  inspector  in  Washington,  was  called  to  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
to  inspect  a  car  of  watermelons  in  that  market  on  Wednesday. 

W.  W.  Anderson,  in  charge  of  the  Birmingham  inspection  office,  has 
gone  to  How  York  City  to  assist  temporarily  with  the  work  in  that  market. 
The  BIRLillTGHAM  office  will  be  CLOSED  for  the  present. 

W.  J.  Bertush,  of  the  Chicago  inspection  staff,  has  proceeded  to 
eastern  Tennessee,  where  he  will  supervise  the  shipping-point  work  on 
peaches  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  August.    He  is  holding  a  training**  . 
class  at  Earriman,  Tenn.,  his  field  headquarters,  during  the  next  day  or  two 

D.  L.  Lacy  returns  from  his  leave  next  Monday  and  will  report  for  .  •• 
duty  in  the  Columbus  office  of  the  Inspection  Service,  where  he  will  substi- 
tute for  M.  W. -Baker,  while  the  latter  is  in. the  field  on  Ohio  shipping- 
point  work*  •  ■ 

B.  H.  Rowell,  who  has  been  assisting  in  the  Milwaukee  market,  will 
proceed  to  Indianapolis  next  Monday,  August  3»  substitute  for 

J.  E,  Dicker  son  .in  that  city. 

W,  E.  Phillips  will  go  from  Toledo,  Ohio,  to  Milwaukee  on  Monday, 
where  he  will  substitute  for  H.  A.  Arenz,  'while  the  latter  is  on  vacation. 


(over) 


CAPLOT  INSPECTIONS'  AT  SHIPFI" 

"o  ponrs, 

IAST  PIV3  YEARS 

The  following-  table 

shows  the  number  of  carlot 

shipping-po  int 

inspections 

mo.de  in  the  States  listed,. 

during  the  last 

five  years 

ending  in.  June 

of  year 

indicated :- 

St  rate 

192S 

1929 

19^1 

Alabama 

390 

S3* 

2378 

1581 

Arizona 

1615*. 

2120 

355^ 

3195' 

b4Sb 

Arkansas 

975 

^57  .  . 

1495 

7  7  *7C 

117b 

1-7  r- 

575 

California 

506S9 

60934$ 

.  5457'+$$ 

50895? 

585bl& 

Colorado 

19159 

22633 

14811 

26562 

<-*f"  "77  7 

2b711 

Delaware 

322 

1126 

913 

912 

1293 

Florida" 

9997 

6557 

7644 

6375 

"7  r"~?C 

757b 

Georgia  , 

4080 

2153 

11.3S9 

2983 

3894 

Idaho 

15S52 

21732 

2474-b 

35221 

Illinois 

232 

551 

761 

1104 

472 

Indiana  . 

IS90 

1094 

1627 

2b47 

2977 

Iowa 

.  866* 

531 

S30 

997  . 

7  T  AC 

110b 

Kansas 

1425 

4464 

3S26 

2S91 

3525 

Kentucky 

— 

— 

280 

4U1 

Louisiana 

63U 

76S 

707 

1 —  -7—71-1 

533S 

7  7     P\  0 

HS09 

Maine 

5567 

5573 

'  4117 

53b  s 

5938 

Maryland 

2S52 

2U37 

2496' 

25^2 

2035 

Michigan 

669 

336 

449 

24/ 

Minnesota 

675& 

553& 

852 

"7  OO 

/  22 

Mississippi  . 

7S3 

380 

355 

1051 

3708 

Mi  s  sour i 

27S 

69^ 

560 

7  7  ~7  ~7 

1137 

1988 

~  Montana 

425 

581 

",  692 

4bl 

roc 

595 

Nebraska 

330 

_ 

_ 

bl2 

"77  T  "7 

3117 

Nevada 

30 

67 

52 

•  ■  New  J ersey 

611 

936 

802 

.  7A"7 

397 

7  rr  rr"7 

1557 

New  York 

3430 

1700 

6317 

777A 

3770 

C*7  1 1  r\ 

North  Carolina 

2127 

5^21 

4730 

r—  C  —7  f*. 

5632 

(o(S 

•  Ohio 

379 

315 

316 

"77  CI 

71b 

35^ 

Oklahoma 

775 

72s 

1291 

2173 

Oregon 

9397 

7050 

10293 

8428 

13398 

Pennsylvania 

166s 

1057 

1766 

2278 

2975 

South  Carolina 

633 

1893 

2202 

247b 

328b 

Tennessee 

275 

3J+9 

2bS3 

3657 

2505 

Texas 

S673 

7509 

745!+ 

llbfb 

21230 

Utnh 

I345 

19S2 

2193 

2731 

2oOM- 

"Virginia 

S531 

0452 

11Uo2 

11010 

12/  (b 

Washington 

30119 

29497 

37505 

35133 

4  /  0U1 

West  Virginia 

2796 

2456 

2153 

2922 

1921 

Wisconsin 

3821 

3965 

3677 

4043 

2539 

Wyoming 

627 

672 

1000 

1334 

Porto  Rico 

550 

TOTAL 

193220 

210832 

;-:29i99 

2U3156 

3H833 

AH  of  the  above  inspections  were  made  under  cooperative  agreements  with 
the  various  States  with  the  exception  of  those  marked  with  a  star.     In  these 
States  shipping-point  inspections  were  made  as  straight  Federal  inspections. 
&  -  Minnesota  inspections  made  under  cooperative  agreement  with  Iowa. 

fo  -586  additional  L.C.L.  $-  yiSlMkitioxi&X+G.'b,  ' 

$$  -  529  additional  L.C.L.  ©-1S22  additional  L.C.L. 

Of  the  total  311833  cars  inspected  at  shipping  point,  there  were  498  rein- 
spections  made  at  receiving  markets,  102  of  which  sustained  the  original. 

July  31,  1931- 


RECORD  Off  KB DTSPECTIOITS.,  LAST  FOUR  YEARS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  reinspections  made  in  receiving 
markets,  with  reversals,  on  products,  from  the  various.  States.,  together  with  similar. 
figures  for  the  three  preceding  years:-  i 


State  of 
Origin 


j.  Reinspections 


Original.  Report 
Sustained 


Original  Report 
Reversed 


1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

192S 

1929  1930  1 

931 

1928 

1929  1 

930 

1931 

AT  ah  amp 

o 

0 

p 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

At  i  v  onn 

iii        -i-    1-1             J-  —  1  b 

1 

7 

p 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

7 

1 

2 

0 

n 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

0 

Cn  1  "i  "Foiti "i  p 

RQ 

pi 

PI 

P7 

10 

12 

3? 

11 

lU 

1R 

Col  rem rl o 

12 

q 

1  R 

k6 

p 

3 

0 

k 

10 

6 

1R 

^2 

T)pl  snsyp 

J- 

p 

T 
J 

PJ 

0 

0 

0 

n 

v^ 

1 

p 

3 

R 

J 

X  1U1  J.U.CX 

5? 
O 

1  R 

7 

O 

n 

3 

l 

<z 
0 

i  p 

u 

O 

Georgia 

0 

7 

10 

j 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

10 

9 

Idaho 

33 

11 

lb 

gg 

2? 

0 

T 
X 

1Q 

11 

11 
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Oklahoma. 
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8 
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3 

19 

3 

17 
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7 

7 
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9 

5 

7 
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20 

lU 

21 

3^ 

12 

9 

6 

lU 
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15 

20 

West  Virginia 
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h 

2 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

3 

2 

3 

Wisconsin 

16 

1 

g 

13 

h. 

.2 

0 

1 

12 

5 

g 

12 

Wyoming 

1 

h 

3 

2 

0 
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0 

0 

1 

U 

3 

2 

Total 

26H 

190 

293 

l+9g 

90 

50 

55 

102 

17? 

iko 

23g 

396 

The  table  above  shows  that  during  the  past  year  one  car  out  of  7S7  was 
reversed,  while  during  the  five  previous  years  the  records  were:    1926-  1,390?  1927 
1,682;  1928-  1,211;  1929-  1,637;  1930-  1,023.    The  plan  which  was  adopted  during 
the  year  1926  of  clearing  all  reinspections  through  the  Washington  office  has  been 
continued  during  the  past  year.    We  believe  that  this  plan  has  not  only  shown  a 
tendency  to  reduce  the  number  of  reversals  to  lower  figures,  but  it  has  also  been 
of  considerable  assistance  in  straightening  out  differences  between  shipping-point 
a.nd  receiving-point  inspectors  and  ha.s  kept  the  work  on  a  more  uniform  basis  with 
regard  to  the  interpretation  of  grades.-  R.C.B. 

(SEE  REVERSE  SIDE  0E  THIS  SHEET)  31,  1931. 


SHIPPING-POIITT  INSPECTIONS  BY  PRODUCT'S,  FISCAL  YEAH  1931  

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  shipping-point  inspections  by  products, 

year  193O  -  1931:- 


FRUITS 

VEGETABLES 

Apples 

67790 

:  Anise 

27 

Apples  (Dry) 

2 

1          A  S"nnr?i  £tvj  s 

112 

Apricots 

62 

:         Beans  (String) 

1376 

Cherries 

344 

■         Beans  (lava) 

14 

Crabap  :les 

2 

•  Beets 

421 

Grape  s 

25414 

Broccoli 

114 

Grapefruit 

1625 

Brussels  Sprouts 

1 

Lemons 

IS 

I  G-'-'bbase 

6136 

Mandarins 

7 

;  Cantaloupes 

50S 

Oranges 

16CS 

;  Carrots 

3049 

Peaches 

797I4- 

■          Cas  cabas 

1 

Pears 

1062S 

■          Cpi^lif  lower 

4925 

Pinennrvl  es 

2S 

!           Cel  crv 

W  V>  J_  V— '  J.  V 

S223 

Plums 

2S0 

!          Chi  corv 

44 

Prunes 

2R96 

I  Corn 

107s 

S  t'T*o  Wb  PTT"1  ff  s 

l~*  U  J.  Ca.      LJvl  -!.  J. 

732S 

■           Cn  tnuribers 

511 

W  OIloX    Dei  -  Xoo 

yo 

■                 TT  rr*       "T n  "H  "f* 

■^ggp-1-3-110 

q 

"            "       (Cold  Pact") 

19 

Endive 

TaiiP'P'n'  tip  s 

49 

■           E ^i^sfnl  p 

X-J  >->  O  cXX  W  .1.  w 

25 

Mixed  Citrus 

622 

;  Garlic 

76 

Mixed  Prj.it 

73S 

;  Greens 

29 

Mixed  Pru.it  &  Vegetables 

2S4 

[          Honey  Balls 

12 

Total 

127514 

Honey  Dews 

3 

Lettuce 

14  SOI 

Onions 

12366 

Onion  Sets 

66 

Parsley 

53 

NUTS 

Peas 

3202 

Peanuts 

1 

Peppers 

371 

Walnuts 

31 

Potatoes 

9S3S1 

Total 

"R  p  rl  i  ^li  e  s 

42 

Rhubarb 

20 

Romine 

1 

Rutabagas 

12 

Shallots 

379 

Stit  via  r*Vi 

kj  kj  J.  J.  id  0 1  i. 

30S9 

Bulbs  (flower) 

1 

Squash 

2 

Nursery  stock 

1 

Sweet  Potatoes 

151S 

Total 

S 

Tomatoes 

164  S  5 

Turnips 

7S 

Watermelons 

505 

Mixed  Melons 

52 

Mixed  Vegetables 

6l54 

Total 

1S4279 

GRAND  TOTAL 

311233 

July  31,  1931- 
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FRUIT  AITD  VEGETABLE  DIVISIOIT  LETTER 
(Issued  every  Friday) 

C0IIFIDE1TTIAL 
Hot  for  publication 

The  following  item  has  "been  copied  from  The  B.A.I.  Hews  of  August 

la.    TEMPORARY  CLERK  HIRE  MUST  BE- AUTHORIZED 

On  account  of  reduced  Federal  receipts  from  various  sources  and  the 
resultant  U.  S.  Treasury  deficit,  all  Federal  Departments  are  being  request- 
ed to  make  material  reductions  in  their  respective  expenditures  for  the 
current  fiscal  year.    In  order  to  accomplish  the  necessary  savings  in  op- 
erating expenses,  it  has  become  imperative  to  scrutinize  very  closely  all 
costs,  , 

Among  the  items  of  expense  which  amount  to  appreciable  figures  in 
the  course  of  a  year  is  temporary  clerk  hire.    Due  to  the  existing  finan- 
cial emergency,  therefore,  definite  advice  will  be  required  by  their 
Washington  headquarters  from  all  officers  in  charge  of  work  outside  of 
Washington,  -  where  such  offices  employ  two  or  more  clerks  or  where  two 
offices  with  one  clerk  apiece  are  located  in  adjoining  and  connecting  rooms,  - 
that  it  will  be  impossible  at  any  time  during  the  year  to  handle  the  current 
work  without  additional  help  for  leave  purposes  before  temporary  employment 
will  be  authorized. 


2a.    SPECIAL  CIRCULAR  OH  GRADIHG  SERVICE  FOR  CAUHED  PRODUCTS 

Under  date  of  August  3»  a  special  circular  entitled  "Official  Grading 
Service  for  Canned  Fruits  and  Vegetables"  was  mailed  to  all  the  leading 
members  of  the  canning  industry  and  to  brokers  and  important  grocers,  through- 
out the  country.    In  order  that  all  technical  employees  of  the  F.  &  V. 
Division  nay  be  informed  about  this  work,  copies  of  the  circular  are  enclosed 
with  this  D.L.  to  such  employees  in  the  field. 


3a.    THE  EFFECT  OF  HEAT  OH  POTATOES 

The  following  is  quoted  from  a  special  bulletin  issued  on  July  2U  by 
C.  L.  Fitch,  Extension  Horticulturist ,  Iowa  State  College  of  Agriculture : - 

"Heat  in  the  soil  is  the  worst  enemy  of  the  potato  crop  in  Iowa.  The 
June  heat  was  unprecedented  in  that  month  In  my  meaory.    It  cane  as  plants 
were  tubering  or  starting  to  tuber.    When  the  soil  reaches  85°F .  around  a 
tuber,  it  stops  growing.    If  around  a  tuber  stem,  it  sets  no  tuber,  but  often 
cones  on  out  of  the  ground  and  forms  more  top  or  a  necklace  of  tubers.  When 
growth  starts  again  after  a  heat  check,  tubers  form  knobs  or  send  out  more 
stems  md  tops  fron  the  new  tubers  Heat  does  little  ham  to  the  leaves." 


(Page  hU) 
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MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


lb.    COHTIHUED  HOT  WEATHER  CAUSING  CALIPORHIA  GRAPE  CROP  TO  SHRIEK 

On  August  1,  A.  E.  Prugh  wrote  as  follows  from  Fresno,  Calif. :- 
"The  grape  crop  continues  to  shrink  on  account  of  vine  hoppers  and 
abnormal  heat.    Toward  the  end  of  this  week,  the  maximum  temperature  dropped 
to  around  IGG^  and  minimum  65$,  hut  the  maximum  was  "below  100°  only  three 
days  during  July  and  averaged  10U.6  for  the  month.    Growers  have  not  been 
financially  able  to  spray  properly  for  hoppers  and,  according  to  all  reports, 
these  are  diff icult . insects  to  combat.    The  hoppers  cause  the  foliage  to  dry 
up,  and  the  sum  completes  the  damage, 

"The  estimate  of  the  California  Crop  Reporting  Service  dropped  220,000 
tons  from  July  1  to  July  13,  with  a  total  of  1,522,000  tons  estimated' on  the 
13th,  compared  with  2,182,000  last  year  and  1,827,000  in  1929.    Prom  local 
reports  of  condition,  the  last  estimate  of  the  1931  crop  may. drop  200,000 
tons  by  August  1.    A  few  Zinfandels  moving  this  week  were  thrown  out  of  grade 
on  account  of  raisining.    Inspections  the  week  ending  July  28  were  Malagas 
30fo,  Thompsons  59$,  sawdust -packed  Malagas  8$,  and  others  3$.    The  Exchange 
lias  been  exporting  some  Malagas  to  the  Orient. 

"A  few  opening  sales  of  Zinfandels  have  been  made  at  $35  a  ton,  but 
this  price  is  expected  to  advance  if  estimates  of  the  short  crop  are  borne 
out.    Raisin  Thompsons  are  reported  to  have  advanced  from  3^  "to  ^  Pcr 
pound  the  end  of  this  week. 

"P.o.b.  trading  has  been  rather  light  so  far,  demand  being  for  only 
the  best  stock,  which  is  scarce.    Thompsons  have  been  bringing  mostly  65^- 
75^,  Malagas  S0<fi~S0<pt    Red  Malagas  $1.50  and  Ribiers  $1.50-$1.75  per  lug* 
"City  auction  prices  have  been  fairly  good,  showing  a  wide  range  on 
account  of  quality.    Weighted  averages  for  all  auctions  the  week  ending 
July  31 >  compared  with  the  previous  week,  were  as  follows :- 

Malagas  Thompsons  Red  Malagas  Ribiers 

This  week:    $1.67  $1.66-  "  ~   $2.62  $2*85 

Last  week:      1.S1  l.gh  2.92 

"Recent  heavy  movement  of  peaches  of  around  1,200  cars  a  day  and 
similar  movement  of  other  deciduous  fruits  has  offered  keen  competition  for 
table  gropes. 

"The  season  was  abnormally  early  this  year,  central  palifornia  having 
moved  1,313  cars  to  July  31,  compared  with  only  696  to  the  sane  date  last 
year. 

"The  first  car  of  grapes  out  of  California  this  year  was  on  May  30, 
which  established  a  new  record  for  early  shipments.    This  car  of  Dial il is 
moved  from  Mecca  in  the  Coachella  Valley.    The  first  car  of  Thompsons  came 
from  Mecca  on  June  2.    On  the  ITew  York  market,  the  first  car  of  Thompsons 
averaged  $U.U0;  in  I93O  the  average  on  the  first  five  or  six  cars  was  above 
$5;  in  1929  the  first  car  averagai$ 5.88  and  the  first  car  in  1928  also 
averaged  $5.88." 

2b.    Al'TOTHER  SUMY  PUBLISHED    .  :  •  •' 

"Marketing  California  Grapes,.  I93O  Season, »  by  W.  D.  Googe,  is  a  new 
summary  issued  within  the  past  week.    It  includes  73  pages,  with  a  map  of 
California  and  a  chart  of  carlot  shipments. 
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3b.    RECENT  NOTES  PROM  COLORADO 

The  following  information  on  Colorado  crops  came  from  Bryce  Morris, 
of  the.  Denver  office,  in  a  letter  of  August  1;~ 

"The  Colorado  lettuce  movement  lias  been  light  for  the  past  week,  with 
the  volume  expected  to  indrease  "by  August  5«    However,  dry  weather  in  the  San 
Luis  Valley  has  somewhat  retarded  the  growth  there ''-and  induced  considerable 
tipburn.    Practically  all  lettuce  moving  from  that  section  shows  l^fo  to  35$ 
tipburn.    The  quality  in  the. San  Luis  Valley  will  continue  fair  to  ordinary 
for  the  next  two  weeks  at  least.    On  the  Western  Slope,  the  Granby  section 
started  carlot  movement  this  week  and  will  have  a  limited  ■  supply  from  now  on. 
The  quality  there  is  the  best  of  any  shipped  from  the  State  so  far,  but  the 
volume  will  be  too  small  to  supply  the  demand  for  quality  lettuce.    A  severe 
hail-storn  was  reported  through  the  Ynmpa  section  Wednesday  evening,  July  29* 
Present  reports  indicate  that  the, storm  set  the  Yampa  harvest  back  to  August 
15.  .  ; 

"Colorado  green  peas  have  been' moving  freely  the  last  week.  Shipments 
may  continue  fairly  heavy  for  the  next' 'week  but,  after  the  first  pickings 
are  completed,  a  sharp  drop  is  probable.  'However,  fairly  good  rains  fell 
. throughout  the  State  yesterday  and,  if  the  San  Luis  Valley  received  a  good 
soaking  rain  (which  seems  probable),  the  second  crop  of  peas  will  be  better 
than  previously  anticipated.  ! 

"Previous  to  yesterday1 s  rain,  conditions  were  quite  serious  through- 
out all  sections  of  Colorado  on  account  of  lack  of  moisture  and  dry  reser- 
voirs.   Considerable  damage  has  already  been  done  to  crops  in  the  San  Luis 
Valley,  where  recent  estimates  have  been  reduced  to  a  range  of  6, .000  to  9>000 
cars  of  potatoes.    The  Gilcreast-La  Salle  potato  section  of  northeastern 
Colorado  is  about  two  weeks  late  this  season,  and,  although  the  truck  move- 
ment has  already  started,  carlot  shipments  probably  will  not  begin  before 
August  10.  ,■:'.'  .■■' 

"Colorado  shipments  of  mixed  vegetables  have  been  ranging  near  ^Ofo 
of  the  total  United  States  movement  recently.    Cabbage  has  been  rather  scarce 
and  high  at  75{M>1  VeT  cwt.,-  mostly  75^»  cash  to  growers.  -  Mixed  beets  and 
carrots  were  plentiful  at  15^-20^  per  dozen  bunches,  while  turnips  were 
rather  scarce  and  brought  20^-25^.    Colorado  farmers,  as  a  whole,  were  much 
encouraged  by  yesterday *s  general  rain. 

"Peaches  continue  to  look  favorable  in  the  producing  areas,  but  prices 
undoubtedly  will  be  lower- this  season."  ■'• 

Ub.    DISTRIBUTION  SHEET  FOR  HEW  YORK  LETTUCE  SHIPMENTS 

A.  L.  Thomas,  of  the  Rochester  office,  has  published  an  interesting 
sheet,  showing  the  daily  destinations  of  ITew  York  lettuce  shipments  during 
the  month  of  July.    On  the  reverse  side  of  the  sheet  are  the  daily  forward- 
ings  from  Hew  York  and  from  each  important  competing  State,  with  .the  U.S. 
totals  by  days.  .Of  the  1,1+27  cars  on  which  destinations  were  reported, 
S90  went 'to  Hew  York  City,  133  to  Philadelphia,  112  to  Boston,  and  smaller 
numbers  to  17  other  city  markets. 


Vffi  HEAVY  MOVEMENT  OP  PEACHES  was  the  outstanding  feature  of  produce 
markets  last  week.  Shipments  totaled  about  g,0U0  cars,  including  some  1,300 
cots  for  manufacturing  plants  in  California.    Georgia  shipped  3,655  cars. 
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5b.    AH  IMPROVED  DEMAND  FOR  ITOHTH  CAROLINA  PEACHES 

The  following  letter  of  August  k  came  from.H.  F.  Willson^  located  at 
the  Candor, .  H.C,,  field  stations- 

"Shipments  of  North  Carolina  peaches,  this  past  week  were  only  moder- 
ate, averaging  less  than  100  cars  a  day.    Growers  and  shippers  have  "been 
holding  back  as.  much  as  possible  hoping  that,  after  the  heavy  shipments  of 
Georgia  and  Arkansas  were  over,  market  conditions  would  improve.  Another 
factor,  resulting  in  a  lighter  movement  to  date  than  was  generally  predict- 
ed, is  that  the  fruit  is  ripening  much  more  slowly  than  ordinarily,  probably 
due  to  the  dry.  weather.    Also  the  prevailing  practice  of  packing  only  the 
best-quality, • larger-sized  fruit  and  the  fact  that,  to  date,  even  this  best 
fruit  has  been  selling  for  only  a  small  margin  above  the  actual  cost  of  the 
container,  picking  and  packing,  has  had  a  tendency  to  keep  the  shipments 
here  to  a  low  level. 

"Beginning  the  latter  part  of  last  week,  there  has  been  a  bettor 
demand  for  Horth  Carolina  peaches „    At  the  present  prices,  an  unusually 
large  quantity  is  "being  consumed.    Chain  stores  have  been  featuring  peaches 
for  the  past  week  or  10  days.    Even  in  face  of  the  large  supplies  on  the 
receiving  markets,  there  is  a  more  optimistic  feeling  at  shipping  point 
than  at  any  time  this  season.    The  trade  is  looking  forward  to  the  latter 
part  of  this  week,  when  total  United  States  shipments  will  be  lighter  and 
there  won't  be  so  much  competition  from  other  States.    The  present  week 
will  be  the  heaviest  shipping  period  of : the  Horth  Carolina  season,  with 
probably  a  daily  average  of  around  150  cars.    Elbertas  are  getting  under 
way  in  fair  volume  and  will  continue  heavy  through  the  first  part  of  next 
week," 


6b.    GEORGIA  WATERMELON  AND  PEACH  MARKETS  UNSATISFACTORY 

R.  M.  Peterson,  of  the  Macon  field  station,  sent  the  following  report 
in  a  letter  of  August  hi- 

"The  watermelon  situation  continues  unsatisfactory,  with  fairly  heavy 
shipments  and  generally  light  demand  in.  the  northern  markets.    It  was  felt 
that  the  week  of  August  2  would  show  some  improvement,  but  southern  Georgia 
lias  been  shipping  freely  from  a  sepond  crop  that  has  come  on  with  the  Macon 
section,  and  the  movement  from  Horth  Carolina  has  exceeded  expectations. 
Although  the  anticipated  heavy  movement  from  Missouri  has  not  materialized 
as  yet,  it  has  helped  to  depress  the  market.    Georgia  will  continue  to  move 
a  fair  volume  of  melons  until  the  middle  of  August  but  there  is  little  hope 
for  any  material  improvement  in  prices. 

"The  Georgia  peach  movement  reached  its  peak  on  July  2$  with  7^0  cars 
shipped  that  day.    The  price  had  dropped  to  1+5^-50^  per  bushel  or  crate,  onlj 
slightly  above  packing  and  handling  charges,  and  it  was  felt  that  the  haul- 
ings  would  decrease  very  rapidly.    The  market  showed  some  firmness  by  Saturdr. 
(Aug.  1),  however,  and  many  growers,  who  had  practically  abandoned  their  or- 
chards, began  picking  again,  resulting  in  over  hOQ  cars  moving  the  following 
Monday  .instead  of  around  3°0>  "the  number  generally  predicted.    Much  of  the 
fruit  is  too  ripe  to  carry  well  and  may  result  in  severe  losses.    It  is  now 
estimated  that  Georgia  will  ship  1,500  cars,  or  possibly  1,800,  this  week, 
but  the  movement  next  week  ought  not  exceed  ^>00  cars.    The  Macon  section 
will  be  practically  through  this  week.    Peaches  are  now  moving  from  the  ex- 
treme northeastern  section  of  the  State," 
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To.    MOVEMENT  OF  EASTSRIT  SHORE  CANTALOUPES  ACTIVE 

V.  H.  ITicholson  sent  the  following  letter  from  Pocomoke  City,  Md,, 
on  August 

"The  weather  on  the  Eastern  Shore  has  teen  quite  hot  and  dry  for  the 
last  few  days,  and  practically  all  crops  are  needing  rain.    Shippers  around 
Salisbury  say  that  the  cantaloupe  crop' must  have  rain  within  a  few  days  or 
the  season  in  that  vicinity  will  not  last  nuch  longer.    The  crop  has  already 
been  injured  "by  the  dry  weather.    Growers  in  the  Hurlock  and  Seaford  sections 
are  expecting  lighter  production  than  was  at  first  indicated,  mainly  because 
of  the  dry  weather. 

"However,  the  movement  of  cantaloupes  has  been  much  heavier  than  during 
the  same  period  in  1930.    To  date,  the  truck  movement  totals  155,602  crates, 
or  over  twice  the  71»387  crates  shipped  to  the  corresponding  time  in  1930» 
Carlot  shipments  from  Maryland  already ' total  13S  and  those  from  Delaware  total 
S2>  cars,  or  considerably  more  than  at  this  time  last  season. 

"Prices  held  fairly  well  until  Saturday  of  last  week.    Under  the  heavy 
shipments  of  the  last  few  days,  the  f .o.b^Honday  declined  to  mostly  $1.25- 
$1.50  for  the  Ik  and  15- inch-head  crates  of  Pink  Meats.    The  same  sized  crates 
of  Salmon  Tints  have  been  selling  at  a  discount  of  about  25^«    Prices  are 
even  lower  today (Tuesday) .    Until  today,'  quality  of  the  offerings  has  been 
fairly  good,  but  several  lots  of  rather  ordinary  stock  were  offered  at  the 
Salisbury  auction  block  today. 

"Shipments  have  been  given  a  fair  distribution.    Several  cars  have  been 
billed  to  Pittsburgh,  and  a  few  to  the  Middle  West.    However,  the  truck  move- 
ment to  Philadelphia  and  Hew  York  has  been  quite  heavy,  and  most  of  the  smaller 
nearby  markets  have  been  the  destinations  of  several  truckloads." 


Sb.    IIOTSS  OH  THE  HORTHWESTERH  P.O.B.  MARKETS 

T.  R.  Hall,  of  the  Seattle  office,  sent  the  following  brief  report 
under  date  of  July  29:- 

"With  green  peas  moving  from  Colorado  shipping  districts  at  the  rate 
of  15  to  20  cars  daily,  the  Puget  Sound  f.o.b.  market  approached  the  end  of 
July  in  a  highly  unsettled  condition,  with  prices  declining.    Instead  of  an 
f.o.b.  cash-track  market  .within  a  range  of  $3~$3»25  Per  hamper  which  prevailed 
earlier  in  the  month,  shippers  were  closing  a  few  sales  at  $1.65~$1«75» 
Quality  of  late  shipments  is  only  ordinary  and  distribution  is  becoming  more 
and  more  restricted,  with  mixed  cars  going  forward  freely, 

"Iceberg  lettuce  shipments  from  western  Washington  are  gradually  de- 
creasing and  a  firm  market  prevails  for  available  supplies.    The  terminal 
market  conditions  for  the  ensuing  month  or  two  will  have  an  important  bearing 
upon  the  carlot  movement  for  the  balance  of  the  season.    An  active  demand  will 
afford  growers  of  a  second  crop  an  opportunity  to  ship  many  cars  later  in 
the  month.    Most  of  the  present  carlots  are  moving  from  a  limited  area  about 
60  miles  north  and  east  of  Seattle.     The  f.o.b.  cash-track  market  for  best- 
quality  Iceberg  has  remained  within  a  range  of  $2.25~$2.75  per  crate  for  the 
current  week." 

B.  C.  BOREE, 

Specialist  in  Market  ITews. 
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TEMPORARY  HELD  STATIONS  OP  MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


Station 

Mail 
List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

Pirst 
.  Bulletin 

Probably 
will  close 

POCOMOKE  CITY,  MD.** 
Peninsulo,  Bldg. 

878 

V.  H.  Nicholson: 

Stbr.*  ■ 

Potatoes*) 
Cukes*  : 
Cants.  : 

May  21 
June  12 
July  2 
July  28 

June  17* 
July  31* 
July  2^* 
Aug.  15 

MAC OH,  GA.** 

hM5  Ga.  Casualty  Bldg. 

S33 
875 

R.M.  Peterson 

Peaches  ; 
W-melons- 

June  8 
July  20 

Aug.  8 
Aug.  1^ 

CANDOR,  H.C.** 
A.P.G.  Bldg.. 

935 

H.  P.  Willson 

Peaches  • 

July  20 

Aug.  12 

PRE S HO,  CALIP.** 
212  Holland  Bldg. 

919 

A.  E.  Prugh 

Grapes 

July  22 

Nov.  7 

WALLA  WALLA,  WASH. 

939 

J.  D.  Hamilton 

Prunes 

:  Aug.  10 

Aug.  29 

'"PVx^      "Pf~t"l  1  f*^T7T7"1  71  CP 

J-IltJ  lUllUWlUf!, 

stations  -nrobablv  will  or>en  on  date  indicated: 

ROCKY  PORD,  COLO. 

821 

R.  G.  Risser 

■  Cants. 

:  Aug.  20 

.Sept.  15 

BEHTOH  HARBOR,  MICH,** 
205  P.O.  Bldg. 

:S3S 

R.  E.  Keller 

;  Apples 
•  Pears 

■  Peaches 

■  Grapes 
:  Onions 

;  Aug.  20 
:  Aug.  2k 
;  Sept.  1 
:  Sept.  1 
i  Sept.  8 

:0ct.  2k 
•Sept.  19 
: Sept .  19 
:  Oct .  2k 
j  Oct.  2k 

**  State  cooperating.  ,  '     *  Reports  discontinued. 


W,  P.  Cox  in  San  Prancisco  W.  G.  Thompson  in  Philadelphia 

R.  G.  Risser  in  Los  Angeles  J,  B.  Owens  in  Pittsburgh 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Portland  A.  M.  McDowell  in  Cleveland 

R.  L.  Sutton  in  Washington  W.  D.  Googe  in  Port  Worth 

R.  E,  Keller    on  leave  in  Michigan  H.  E,  Rutland  at  Shin  Pond,  Maine 

PIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 
in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 


I 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc.   MATERIAL  sent  to  inspectors 

During  the  past  week,  copies  of  the'  short  grade  forms  for  Apples  have 
teen  sent  to  all  inspectors.'  If  anyone'  wa's  overlooked,  he  should  request  a 
copy  promptly  from  Washington, 

With  this  D.L.,  each  inspector  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  revised 
U.S.  Standards  for  Bunched  Shallots.-  A  booklet  entitled  "Washington  (State) 
Standards  for  Grading,  Packing,  Certification'  and  Packages  of  Apples,  Pears, 
Prunes,  Cantaloupes,  Crapes  and  Peaches,  1931,"  Is  enclosed  for  all  inspect- 
ors except  those  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

The  next  two  items  have  "been  token  from  California  Inspectors1  Notes,  July  2^:~ 

2c.    S5BAST0P0L  APPLE  INSPECTIONS  HEAVY 

The  apple  movement  from  the  Sevastopol  section  has  "been  going  in  full 
swing  and  reached  its  peak  this  week.    The  apple  crop  is  considerably  lighter 
than  last  year,  as  well  as  earlier  in  maturing.    Some  difficulty  has  been 
encountered  in  making  grade  this  year,  sunburn  and  worr.is  being  the  principal 
defects . 


3c.    LONG  HOT  SPELL  DAI/iACES  GRAPES 

The  unusually  hot  weather  this  summer  has  considerably  damaged  grapes 
throughout  the  State.    The  Tokays  are  especially  hard  hit.    In  the  Lodi 
section  it  is  reported  that  this  year's  shipments  will  probably  be  less  than 
half  of  last  year*s  shipments.     In  the  Florin  section  the  damage  from  the 
heat  is  even  greater  and  probably  only  one-fourth  of  the  Tokay  crop  is  worth 
shipping.    The  juice  grapes  in  these  sections  are  not  so  badly  damaged.  It 
is  reported  that  juice  grapes  in,  the  north  coast  sections  are  also  hard  hit. 

kc.    EXPORT  FORM  CERTIFICATES   

Last  year  the  Export  Form  Certificate  was  issued  on  lots  of  eastern 
apples  only  when  no  more  than  the  tolerance  provided  -in  the  grades  for  worn 
damage  was  found  and  when  the  lot  was  free  from  conspicuous  spray  residue. 
This  year,  U.S.  Grade  No.  1  limits  the  serious  defects  to  5$  and  makes  the 
tolerance  for  worm  holes  for  an  Export  Form  5$  instead  of  10$  which  was 
provided  in  the  U.S.  Grade  No.  1  last  year. 

5c .    SEND  CERTIFICATE  COPIES    TO  WASHINGTON 'PROMPTLY 

Some  offices  are  following  the  plan  of  holding  certificates  for  several 
days  before  sending  copies  to  Washington.    It  is  highly  important  that  our 
Washington  copies  be  placed  in  the  files  promptly  and  copies  should  be  sent 
here  the  same  day  as  the  originals  are  mailed.    The  certificates  should  be 
arranged  in  serial  order  and  all  folded  together  before  they  are  sent  in. 
Do  not  fold  each  certificate  separately.    Such  practice  simply  causes  un- 
necessary work  at  both  ends  of  the  line. 


1 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  OF  SHIPPINGS-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 


Approximate  date  of 

State 

Supervisor 

Products 

Opening 

Closing 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason,  : 
k02  Ochoa  Bldg.,  j 
San  Juan,    Pf  B,  j 

Citrus      ;  j 

Apr.  1  •: 

Krfjr".  1 

GEORGIA: 

0.  G.  Strauss,  j 
Ul3  First  Natl.  Bank,  ,  j 
Macon,  Ga. 

Peaches  j 

May  25  j 

Aug.  1§ 

TlTTT  AW-APTP  •  •'" 
USb±Ji\.)U\XUh  I 

P.  S.  Zimmerman, 

c/o  State  Board  of  Agr„, 
Dover,  Del. 

Appl e  s 

July  1 

Sept.  1 

KANSAS : 

V.  V.  festgate, 

c/o  State  Board  of  Agr., 
.    T  ^,a^  -Ifeas. 

•  Potatoes 

July  6 

Aug.  15 

TEXAS: 

H.  T.  Longino, 
Parker  Hotel, 
;         Weatherford,  Texas 

;  W-melons 
■  Cantaloupes 

:  July  23 
i  July  23 

:  Aug.  g 
:  Aug.  g 

TENNESSEE: 

W.  J.  Bertush, 
Harriman,  Tenn. 

;  Peaches 

:  Aug.  3 

:  Aug.  15 

OKLAHOMA: 

;  G.  W.  Winfrey, 

I      c/o  State  Mkt.  Commission, 

'•         Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

:  Wr-Melons  , 

:  Aug.  6 

;  Aug.  20 

Reports  on  the  following  products  can  be  obtained  from  offices  indicated •- 

Missouri  potatoes  I"'.  M.  Lyle,  Kansas  City  office 

....  R.  C.  Lindstrom,  Des  Moines  office 
....  T.  C.  Curry,  Louisville  office 
....  0.  A.  McNiff,  Springfield  office 
....  M.  W.  Baker,  Columbus.;  office 
....  Federal-State  Inspection,  Clarksville, • Ark, 
....  Federal-State  Inspection,  Hope,  Ark. 


Iowa  onions  

K  entucky    pro  due  t  s . . 
Massachusetts  onions 
Ohio  products....... 

Arkansas  peaches . . . . 

Arkansas  watermelons 


6c.    ADDITION  EOR  LIST  OF  PAST  DUE  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  name  should  be  added  to  list  of  Past  Due  Accounts: 
John  Morris,  Jr,  ■  Harlingon,  Texas  $1+  •00  . 


R.  C.  BUT  HER, 

Supervisor  ox  Inspection. 


ATTACHED  TO  THIS  D.L.  are  the  annual  tables  of  inspections  in  terminal  markets, 
with  comparative  figures  for  preceding  years. 
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OPPICE  1T0TES  t 

R.  R.  Pail thorp  is  on  the  program  of  the  International  Apple  Associa- 
tion convention,  at  West  Baden  Springs,  Ind.,  next  week  for  an  address  on 
"Changes  in  the  U.S.  Grades  for  Apples."    He  expects  to  leave  Washington 
on  Monday  and  will  "be  absent  only  a  few  days. 

R.  L.  Spangler,  of  the  Standardization  Project,  will  -leave  Washington 
the  last  of  this  week  and  travel  to  California,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  investigations  in  cooperation  with  the  State  Department,  of  Agriculture 
and  the  Canners  League  of  California  to  ascertain  whether  the  U.S.  grades 
for  cannery  tomatoes  are  suitable  for  handling  tomatoes  grown  under  Califor- 
nia conditions,    H©  probably  will  stop  also  at  Denver  and  Salt  Lake  City  to 
confer  with  I,  P.  McKune  and  L.  S.  Penn,  respectively,  regarding  the  cannery 
tomato  grading  work  in  those  States.    Mr.  Spangler  may  not  return  to  Washing- 
ton' before  the  end  of  September. 

Wm.  E.  Lewis,  another  member  of  Mr.  Pail thorp's  staff,  will  start 
on  Sundry  for  a  trip  which  probably  will  cover  points  in  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Hew  York  and  Maine.    He  will  make  investigations  looking 
toward  the  promulgation  of  U.S.  standards  for  sweet  corn  for  market.  He 
will  be  in  the  field  for  several  weeks. 

Robert  Bier,  of  the  Inspection  Service,  and  Wm.  E.  Leigh,  of  the 
Standardization  Project,  left  Washington  on  Wednesday  for  East on,  Md.,  where 
they  are  conducting  a  training-class  of  licensed  inspectors  to  handle  the 
grading  of  the  local  crop  of  cannery  tomatoes.    IText  Monday,  Mr.  Bier  will 
proceed  to  Virginia  for  a  similar  purpose. 

J.  Wm.  Park,  who  is  in  the  field  making  investigations  for  the  re- 
vision of  the  bulletin  on  fru.it  and  produce  auctions,  was  in  St.  Louis  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  in  Cincinnati  on  Thursday,  and  is  in  Pittsburgh  today 
and  Saturday.    He  probably  will  be  back  at  his  desk  by  Monday. 

R.  G.  Hill,  of  Mr.  Pail thorp »s  project,  left  Washington  on  Wednesday 
for  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  points  in  Alabama  and  other  southern  States,  to  obtain 
data  on  farmers'  grade  Runner  peanuts,  with  a  view  to  formulating  U.S. 
grades  for  them.    This  investigational  trip  may  require  a  couple  of  weeks' 
time. 

B.  C.  Boree,  in  charge  of  the  Market  Hews  Service,  spent  yesterday 
in  Philadelphia,  conferring  with  local  representatives  of  the  service. 

Wendell  Calhoun  was  in  the  Chicago  office  of  the  Market  Hews  Service 
last  Priday  and  Saturday  and  in  the  Minneapolis  office  on  Monday  and  Tues- 
day of  this  week.    Prom  Wednesday  until  tomorrow  night  he  is  on  leave  at 
Muscatine,  Iowa.    He  expects  to  reach  the  Kansas  City  office  on  Monday 
morning  and  will  return  to  Washington  by  the  lith. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  Martin  Storey,  of  Mr.  Carey's  project 
in  Washington,  on  his  marriage  last  Saturday  to  Miss  Charlotte  Grimn.  The 
happy  event  occurred  in  Maryland, 
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PIT  ICS  1T0TES  (Continued):- 


Br  ice  Edwards,  who  had  "been  working  in  the  ITew  York  City  market  arQa 
in  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the  P.A.C*  Act,  returned-to  Washington 
on  Wednesday  of  last  week  and  left  shortly  for  the  Candor,  1T.C,  peach  district, 
where  he  is  continuing  his  investigations  of  the  observance  of  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

Mrs.  Cecile  Linn,  secretary  to  Mr.  Pailthorp  in  Washington,  is  on  va- 
cation at  her  former  home  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  from  August  5  until  near  the  end 
of  the  month.  -  ' 

Paul  M.  Williams  was  in  Baltimore  yesterday  in  connection  with  the 
work  on  the  grading  of  canned  fruits  and  vegetables. 

J.  D.  Hamilton,  of  the  Portland  market-news  office;  has  completed  his 
period  of  annual  leave  and  has  now  gone  to  Walla  Walla,  Wash.-,  where  he  opens 
the  market  reporting  service  on  fresh  prunes  next  Monday.    B.  E.  Surry  is 
in  temporary  charge  of  the  news  work  in  the  Portland  office. 

.0.  &.  Strauss,  who  has  been  supervising  the  shipping-point  inspection 
work  on  Georgia  peaches,  expects  to  leave  Macon  by  next  Tuesday,  August  11, 
and  return  to  his  headquarters  at  Orlando,"  Florida. 

M.  A.  Russell,  Associate  Regional  Supervisor  in  the  Chicago  office  of 
the  Inspection  Service,  was  on  leave  all  of  this  week,  and  will  go  on  Monday 
to  southern  Illinois,  where  he  will  supervise  the  shipping-point  inspections 
of  peaches  for  a  few  weeks. 

Or,  H.  Irish,  of  the  ITew  York  City  inspection  staff,  is  on  annual  leave 
from  August  3  to  20. 

H.  H.  Henderson,  of  the  Norfolk  inspection  office,  has  been  assisting 
with  inspection  work  in  the  ITew  York  market  for  the  past  few  weeks  and  prob- 
ably will  remain  there  until  September. 

Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Kirk,  of  the  Pittsburgh  market-news  office,  was 
married. -on    July  IS  to  James  F.  Ford,  of  Pittsburgh.    Best  .wishes  are  ex- 
tended to  the  bride  and  groom.  ; 

F.  S.  Kinsey  has  completed  his  period  of  annual  leave  in  the  vicinity 
of  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  and  has  now  reported  for  duty  in  the  Atlanta  office, 
where  he  will  substitute  for  J.  H.  Hoover,  while  the  latter  is  on  vacation. 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  of  the  Chicago  inspection  office,  is  spending  a 
few  days  of  this  week  at  Harriman,  Tenn.,:  where  W.  J.  Bertush  is  supervising 
.the  shipping-point  inspection  work  on  peaches. 

Recently  an  arrangement  was  made  with  the  State  of  ITew  Jersey  by  which 
Howard  Hotchkiss  has  taken  over  the  market-news  work  in  Newark.    Mr.  Hotchkiss 
is  'strictly  a  State  employee  and  will  handle  the  railroad  reports  and  similar  ( 
work- formerly  handled  by  H.  L.  Harrington,  .the  local  inspector. 


RECEIVING-POINT  INSPECTION^  BJ> PRODUCTS,  1930  -  1931 


FRUITS 

:  VEGETABLES 

Apples 

: :  705s  •;? 

•  Anise 

11 

Apricots 

21 

'•  Artichokes. 

26 

Avocados 

6 

:  Asparagus 

2^1 

Bananas 

6S 

; Beans . 

Crabapples 

l 

; Beets. 

50 

Cranberries 

h2 

; Broccoli 

36 

Cherries 

ns6 

; Brussels  Sprouts 

1 

Currants 

1 

j  Cabbage 

63S 

Pigs 

99 

'  Canted oupes 

3C3 

Grapes 

12S5 

Carrots 

197 

Grapefru.it 

17^9 

■  Casabas 

l 

Lemons 

137 

Cauliflower 

273 

Limes 

12 

Celery 

S72 

Mandarins 

3 

Celery  Roots 

1 

Hectarines 

7  ■ 

Chicory 

Oranges 

964 

Collards 

1 

Peaches 

102U 

Corn 

59 

Pears 

2306 

Cucumbers 

22U 

Pineapples 

72 

Eggplant 

20 

Plums 

99  •" 

Endive 

7 

Prunes 

162 

Escarole 

26 

Sat  sumas 

.  l 

Garlic 

64 

Strawberries 

2352 

Green's 

12 

Other  Berries 

196 

Honey  Balls 

5 

Tangerines 

111 

Honey  Dews 

13U 

Mixed  Citrus 

Ul 

Horseradish 

6 

Mixed  Fruit 

331 

Kale 

5 

Mixed  Pru.it  &  Vegetables 

277 

Lettuce 

C63 

Total 

196H 

Mushrooms 

1 

Okra 

5 

NUTS 

Onions 

17^3 

Almonds 

1 

Onion  Plants 

6 

Chestnuts 

9  : 

Onion  Sets 

S- 

Cocoanuts 

5 

Parsley 

26 

Peanuts 

1329 

Peas 

263' 

Pecans 

2 

Peppers 

110 

Walnuts 

3 

Persian  Melons 

5 

Total 

13^-9  : 

Potatoes 

6944 

Radishes 

34 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Rhubarb 

16 

Bulbs 

IS  j 

Romaine 

.  l 

Cabbage  Plants 

6  i 

Rutabagas 

■.SB 

Christmas  Trees 

7  : 

Shallots 

10 

Cut  Perns 

1  : 

Spinach 

311 

Evergreens 

10  : 

Squash 

10 

Holly 

1  : 

Sweet  Potatoes 

361 

Honey 

26  j 

Tomatoes 

i64s 

Laurel  Roping 

1  ■ 

Turn.]  T)^ 

i4o 

Lily  of  Valley  (flowers) 

3  ' 

Watermel  ons 

695 

Olives 

1  : 

Mixed  Melons 

16 

Total 

Ik  i 

Mixed  Vegetables 

124 

Total 

17247 

GRA1TD  TOTAL 

3G2S1* 

*  exclusive  of  the  21 56 2  inspections  made  in  Cleveland  under  cooperative  agreement 

with  the  northern  Ohio  Pood  Terminal. 


TOTAL  FRUIT  AND  TOG-STABLE  INSPECTIONS.  Ill  EEC3IVING  MARKETS,  1930  -  1931 


Station 

July  Aug. 

Sept. Oct .Nov. 

Dec"*  Jan, 

'  'Feo  . 

Mar , 

Apr. 

May . June 

Total 

Atlanta^ 

81 

42 

84 

52 

76 

87  92 

^3 

39 

64 

42 

55 

757 

Bait  more 

bO 

22 

32 

49 

73 

84 

57 

52 

57 

93 

65 

659 

BiiT.:inghan 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

4 

15 

31 

Boston 

224 

97 

188 

l09 

227 

153  162 

121 

246 

302 

395 

497 

2781 

Buffalo 

32 

19 

12 

19 

15 

19 

3U 

23 

37 

26 

37 

32 

305 

Charleston 

2 

15 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

17 

Chicago 

90 

179 

151 

354" 

330 

415  300 

372 

346 

240 

192 

205 

3174 

Cincinnat  i 

5^ 

36 

73 

91 

65' 

59 

72 

52 

57 

55 

41 

66 

721 

Cleveland 

2000  1640  1651 

2014  1813  15661502 

1566 

17U2 

1802 

2195 

2482 

21973* 

Columous 

31 

37 

35 

42 

25 

' 

23 

12 

26 

29 

28 

41 

363 

Dallas 

22 

19 

8 

49 

Denver  f 

27 

28 

25 

32 

29 

41 

12 

17 

3^ 

36 

49 

48 

378 

Des  Moines 

14 

17 

24 

55 

Detroit 

98 

127 

Sb 

103 

108 

65 

90 

59 

7S 

89 

114 

81 

1098 

Fort  forth 

5 

20 

27 

30 

33 

22 

15 

15 

19 

8 

5 

6 

205 

Harrishurgr 

5 

r 

6 

4 

1 

6 

3 

0 

5 

4 

4 

S 

23 

69 

Houston 

*™ 

20 

3b 

b4 

35 

44 

IS 

19 

19 

20 

— 

— 

275 

Indianapolis 

25 

17 

30 

30 

28 

19 

22 

17 

l6 

24 

28 

29 

285 

Jacksonville^ 

18 

65 

-,r 
36 

72  129 

73 

91 

109 

36 

53 

682 

Kansas  City 

49 

43 

55 

75 

66 

81 

93 

66 

69 

73 

88 

98 

8  56 

Los  Angeles^ 

h 

3 

3 

28 

10 

21 

19 

16 

15 

f? 

0 

11 

7 

145 

Louisville 

6 

24 

14 

44 

Memphis 

^7 

3^ 

27 

35 

44 

28 

40 

30 

29 

41 

39 

30 

424 

Milwaukee 

226 

63 

S3 

66 

87 

47 

66 

70 

59 

134 

211 

175 

1287 

Minneapolis 

21 

11 

18 

30 

23 

22 

26 

29 

48 

117 

44 

39 

428 

Newark 

,95 

63 

67 

84 

102 

56 

94 

95 

63 

77 

93 

67 

956 

Hew  Haven 

US 

26 

28 

62 

50 

44 

43 

41 

44 

59 

81 

96 

622 

New  Orleans 

155 

141 

191 

197 

164 

164 

113 

109 

100 

107 

117 

134 

1692 

ilew  York 

925 

1052 

1670 

786 

695 

670 

834 

964 

1087 

1195 

S9S 

11334 

Norfolk^ 

- 

15 

22 

27 

23 

23 

19 

22 

9 

S 

14 

182 

Omaha 

31 

26 

25 

22 

IS 

37 

>■ 

SI 

73 

5" 

114 

51 

55^ 

Philadelphia 

179 

149 

203 

276 

302 

127 

136 

132 

176 

25U 

216 

139 

2289 

Pittsburgh 
Portland  f 

214 

177 

b 

214 

17l 

118 

68 

net 
1  " 

75 

b 

83 

s6 

104 

126 

1520 

5 

8 

14 

5 

13 

IS 

10 

7 

10 

113 

Providence 

4 

5 

9 

30 

29 

30 

21 

26 

27 

29 

44 

2b 

280 

Rochester 

15 

11 

5 

5 

8 

IS 

16 

4 

12 

21 

14 

IS 

147 

Sacrament o# 

0 

1 

6 

0 

0 

1 

6 

X 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12 

St.  Louis 

127 

95 

107 

102 

75 

55 

81 

65 

92 

169 

257 

117 

1342 

Salt  Lake  Cityf  4 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

10 

Lj. 

2 

34 

San  Diego 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

San  Franc isco#  0 

0 

3 

4 

18 

5 

7 

10 

11 

12 

13 

7 

90 

Seattle 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

6 

2 

2 

3 

7 

5 

30 

Springfield 

46 

20 

18 

43 

126 

52 

37 

35 

17 

22 

40 

43 

499 

Toledo 

5 

2 

10 

24 

10 

.  7 

19 

24 

23 

18 

11 

8 

161 

Trenton^ 

3 

0 

3 

4 

4 

4 

1 

0 

1 

0  • 

3 

n 

23 

Tulsa 

1 

12 

5 

14 

32 

Washington^ 

21 

13 

47 

68 

68 

36 

55 

106 

85 

53 

U7 

44 

643 

7/  i  Ike  s-Barr  e# 

27 

9 

13 

S 

15 

11 

14 

14 

10 

26 

41 

33 

221 

TOTAL  4985  3741  4648  6l4  1  504  5  45284278  4526  4951  5>414  6l41  ^±  59843 

-  No  inspector  located  at  stations  so  marked  during  the  months  thus  indicated. 

#  In  offices  so  marked,  inspector  devotes  only  part  time  to  inspection  work. 

*  Includes  21 562  inspections  made  under  cooperative  agreement  with  the  Northern 

Ohio  Food  Terminal  and  411  straight  Federal  inspections. 

Market  He inspect ions 
Appeal  inspections  requested  -  51J        original  report  sustained  -39 '* 

,  .  reversed  -12 
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ERUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  DIVISION.  LETTER 
(Issued-  every  Friday) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
'"•  .  Not -for  pubTier/tioii 

' ,  h  ' 

la.      PRSPARAT ION  OF  EXPENSE  ACCOUNTS 

Notwithstanding  the  requests  made  in  the  past  that  the  "Itemized  State- 
ment of  Travel  and  Other  Expenses"  at  the  top  of  the  expense  account  form  be 
filled  in,  many  of  the  expense  accounts  received  in  Washington  are  not  com- 
plete in  this  respect. 

It  is  also  necessary  that  the  period  shown  on  the  itinerary  report  be 
the  same  as  that  shown  on  the  face  of  the  voucher,  as  the  itinerary  report  is 
intended  to  show  the  location  of  an  employee  during  the  full  period  covered  by 
the  account  and  does  not  refer  only  to  such  time  as  he  may  have  been  actually 
traveling.    Plep.se  bear  these  requirements  in  mind  when  preparing  expense 
accounts  in  the  future. 

2a.      BASKET  MANUFACTURERS  IN  OHIO  FINED  FOR  ILLEGAL  CONTAINERS 

The  Wm.  E.  Asplin  Basket  Co.  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  the  Rocky  River 
Basket  Co.  at  Rocky  River,  Ohio,  have  recently  pleaded  guilty  to  a  violation 
of  the  U.  S.  Standard  Container  Act  of  I92S.    Each  company  was  fined  the  sum 
of  $10  and  costs  by  Judge  S.  H.  West.    Decrees  of  condemnation  and  forfeiture 
were  also  filed  July  28  by  the  United  States,  providing  for  the  destruction  of 
the  illegal  baskets  seized  in  these  cases,  which  numbered  approximately  20 
dozen  and  ~J0  dozen  respectively. 

The  two  companies  were  charged  with  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  two- 
quart  diamond-weave  baskets,  which  are  illegal  under  the  Standard  Container 
Act  of  192S. 


3 a .      APPLE  EXPORT  SEASON  OF  1930-1931  SULiI.iARIZED 

The  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division  on  August  5  published  a 
special  report,  designated  as  F.  S . :  A~375>  and-  entitled  "Summary  of  the 
Apple  Export  Season,  I93O-31."    This  report  was  -prepared  by  F.  A.  Motz,  Fruit 
Specialist  of  this  Bureau  in  Europe,  whose  headquarters  are  in  London,  It 
contains  30  pages  of  valuable  material.    Copies  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Washington  office, 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  $  *  *  *  ******  *  *******  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *************  *  *  *  *  *  ********  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

*  DELAY  IN  MAILING-  THE  DIVISION  LETTER 

It  is  possible  that,  in  the  future,  some  delay  may  occur  in 
the  mailing  and  distribution  of  the  weekly  Division  Letter. 
Offices  outside  of  Washington  should  wait  a  day  or  two  longer 
than  usual,  before  complaining -about-  non-receipt  of  the  D.L. 

* 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  ^  5|t  *     *  ^  ~]<         %  $  ^.  ^  ;]<  jjj  g  -)s  %  %  j).  %  J<  $  sjj  -j.     $  #  *  *  #;;<**;)(*********  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

(Page  U87) 


* 
* 
* 
* 
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MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE  .  j 


lb .      ACTIVITIES  I¥  THE  PACIFIC  NORTHWEST 

"With  activities  in  the  Pu.get  Sound  Iceberg-lettuce  and  green-pea 
fields  drifting  along  at  low  ebb,  early  fall  fruits  and  vegetables  growing  in 
the  irrigated  valleys  are  receiving  greater  attention.    Pear  harvesting  is 
general  in  the'  Rogue  River  Valley  of  Oregon  and  throughout  the  Yakima  Valley, 
and  Wenatchee  may  soon  join  the  group.    The  demand  for  fresh  fruit  is  discour- 
agingly  slow,  with  a  resulting  heavy  movement  into  cold  storages  for  later  ship- 
ment and  into  canneries.    The  bright  feature  of  the  situation  is  the  interest 
manifest  by  smaller  mid-western  markets  in  obtaining  carlot  supplies;  an  f .o.b. 
cash  price  of  $1.15  VeV  box  for  Extra  Fancy  Bartletts  brings  this  fruit  within 
the  reach  of  a  portion  of  the  rural  population.    Canneries  are  paying  on  the 
basis  of  $20  per  ton  for  No.  1  grade. 

"The  Yakima.  Valley  peach  crop,  from  present  indications,  promises  to  be 
a  light  one  of  unusually  good  quality.    Various  early  varieties  are  now  being 
offered  in  nearby  markets,  but  the  main  crop  of  Elbertas  will  not  begin  its 
movement  until  mid-August'  and  early  September. 

"The  Mil t  on-Fr eewat er  district  prune  harvest  is  expected  to  start  during 
the  second  week  of  August. 

"Although  most  northwestern  tomato  shipments  continue  to  originate  in 
the  vicinity  of.  Walla.  Walla,  various  other  sections  have  stock  to  offer  and 
locally-grown  tomatoes  are  appearing- in  Portland  and  Seattle.    The  onion  move- 
ment continues  at  the  rate  of  10  to  20  cars  daily  from  Washington  shipping- 
districts,   in  spite  of  relatively  poor  quality  available  for  distribution.  The 
cantaloupe  season  in  Yakima'  is  due  for  an  early  end,  the  peak  movement  for  this 
season  having  already 'occurred."'   (T.  ;R.  Hall,  -Seattle,  August  5  ) 

2b .      LITTLE  INTEREST  SHOWN  IN  TEXAS  WATERMELONS 

"Although  it  is  reported  that  there  are  plenty  of  good  watermelons  left 
in  Texas,  shipments  during  the  last  two'  weeks  have  been  unusually  light  for 
this  season  of  the  year.    Prices  have  been  so  low  that  growers  have  found  .  . 
little  interest  in  the  deal,  and  are  leaving  the  melons  in  the  fields  or  ped- 
dling then  to  near-by  town  and  cities.    The  prevailing  price  to  growers  in  the 
Weatherford  and  Alvord  sections  has  been  around  20^  per  100  pounds  on  the  basis 
of  30  pounds  average  weight  melons.    Despite  ideal  weather  for  the  consumption 
of  watermelons;  there  is  no  demand. 

"The  Rush  Springs ' (Oklahoma)  deal  is  just  beginning,  one  car  having  been 
shipped  Friday.    Reports  indicate  that  the  crop -there  will  be  very  light,  cue 
mostly  to  aphis  damage,-    The  present  Oklahoma  movement  is  largely  from  the  sec- 
tion adjacent  to  Weleetka,  where  some  UOO  or  500  cars  may  be  shipped  under 
favorable  market  conditions."     (W.  D.  Googe,  Port  Worth,  August  9) 


POTATO  CROP  PROSPECTS  were  reduced  during  July  by  high  temperatures, 
drought  conditions  and  shortage  of  irrigation  water  in  many  producing  sections 
The  total  crop  is  now  forecast  at  371,000,000  bushels,  compared  with  about 
3^3,000,000  in  1930  and  an  unrevised  five-year  average  of  381,000,000  bushels., 
Maine  expects  a  very  heavy  crop  of  almost  ^9,000,000  bushels. 
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3"be      G50i7IHC  COhDITIQHS  KPEOTO  III  MIIL'SSQTA 

"This  week  has . started  out  cloudy  and  cool;-  just  the  kind  of  weather 
which  has  been  needed  all  over  the  State  of  Minnesota  to  save  the  crops  from 
"being  burnt  up.    Last  week  there  was  considerable  rain  in  most  parts  of  the 
State,  so  that  growing  conditions  for  late  potatoes,  late  tomatoes,  onions  and 
cabbage  are  at  present  good. 

"Local  dealers,,  who  are  active  shippers  of  Minnesota  and  llorth  Dakota 
potatoes  in  season,  believe  that  carlot  movement  from  Minnesota  will  start  in 
a  small  wry  during  the.  last  week  of  August.    Most  fields  which  have  been  sam- 
pled recently  show  that  the  potatoes  have  a  light  set,  with  much  second-growth, 
scab  and  growth  cracks.    Except  for  a  few  Triumphs,  which  cane  from  a  prize 
grower's  field,  there  have  been  no  potatoes  brought  in  to  the  local  houses  yet 
which  show  Ho.  1  size.    These  Triumphs  happen  to  be  from  a  field  which  has 
always  taken  a  prize  at  the  State  Fair  for  high  quality  and  high  yield;  so  they 
may  be  regarded  as  an  exception.    The  grower  expects  to  start  digging  on  Septem- 
ber 10,  and  he  may  yet  be  among  the  first  to  cash-in. on  this  year's  crop. 

"Local  tomatoes  have  suffered  considerably  from  recent  dry  weather,  and 
the  market  was  active  this  morning  with  prices  considerably  higher  on  Oregon 
and  Washington  receipts.    The  present  cool  weather  indicates  liberal  truck 
receipts  within  10  days  or  two  weeks. 

"Homegrown  raspberries  are  cleaned  up  and  receipts  from  Washington  have 
dropped  off.    This  week,  berry  markets  are  being  supplied  almost  entirely  by 
"Washington  "blackberries    and  "Wisconsin  blueberries.'    Both  of  these  commodities  - 
are  cheap;  so  they  are  being  featured  by  grocers  as  a  leader ,  often  at  prices 
much  in  line  with  wholesale  cost."  (L.  C.  Tato,  Minneapolis,  August  10) 

!+b,      EASTER!!  SHORE  CA1TTAL0UPES  ABOUT  FINISHED 

"The  cantaloupe  season  around  Salisbury,  Md.,   is  about  finished,  and 
shipments  from  that  section  will  be  light  after  Wednesday  or  Thursday  of  this 
week.    The  crop  in  the  Hurlock  district  is  reported  to  be  lighter  than  last 
season,  and  the  quality  is  only  fair.    Shipments  from  the  Sea-ford,  Delaware, 
section  will  probably  be  rather,  light  for  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

"Both  truck  and  carlot  movement  has  been  heavier  than  last  season.  Car- 
lot  shipments  have  exceeded  last  year's  output  to  this  time  by  at.  least  50/-' • 
Truck  movement  from  the  Eastern  Shore  totals  306,153  crates  or  nearly  twice 
the  l6^,38'o  crates  shipped  to  this  date  last  season. 

"Quality  has  not  been  as  good  as  last  season,  and  prices  have  been  lower. 
During  the  last  few  days,  most  Pink  Meats  packed  in  lk  and  15-inch  head  crates 
have  been  selling  in  the  general  range  of  75^-$l  and  flats  have  been  selling  at 
^-0^-60^.    Growers  have  obtained  better  yields  this  season,  but  I  doubt  very 
much  if  the  crop  has  been  profitable. 

"huch-needed  rain  fell  Tuesday  night  (August  k) ,  and  there  have  been 
frequent  rains  since  that  tine.    While  the  moisture  has  benefited  the  can't  a*  ■ 
loupe  crop  to  a  certain  extent,  the  rains  came  pt  the  proper  tune  to  benefit 
the  sweet-potato  crop  materially.    A  few  l.c.l.  lots  of  sweet  potatoes  have 
already  been  shipped,  but  the  carlot  movement  will  be  rather  light  until  after 
August  20."     (V.  H.  Hicholson,  Pocomoke  City,  August  11) 


GRAPE  CROP  PROSPECTS  were  reduced  last  month  and  the  production  of 
this  fruit  is  now  forecast  at  l,7S3,bS3  tons,  or  72^  of  the  1930  crop  and 
I'H-fj  of  the  average  production  of  the  past  five  years. 
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5b.      RECEIIT  CROP  NEWS  PROM  COLORADO     ...  J 

"Lettuce  shipments  from  Colorado  'have  increased  slowly  the  past  week, 
reaching  peaks  of  ift  cars  on  August  5  and  7-    The  total  to  date  is  slightly 
above  that  of  last  year,  with  282  cars  out.    Quality  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  is 
generally  fair  to  ordinary  with  occasional  cars  of  good  quality.    The  Moffat 
section  on  the  Western  Slope  has  been  the  cause  of  the  increased  movement  this 
week.    Prices  advanced  slightly  during  the  week,  ranging  $2.75~$3«25- 

"The  movement  of  green  peas  has  been  liberal  the  past  week.    The  total 
movement  to  date  is  235' cars,  compared  with  90  at  this  time  last  year.  The 
final  movement  in  I93O  was  I463  cars,  but,  with  an  increase  of  approximately 
1,000  acres,  the  shipments  will  undoubtedly  be  larger  than  last  season.  Prices 
dropped  almost  daily  throughout  the  week.    Shipments  are  expected  to  decrease 
by  the  middle  of  next  week.    Cooler  weather  and  local  showers  have  been  preva- 
lent over  the  Rocky  Mountain  region  the  past  few  days. 

"A  truck  load  of  109  flats  of  Rocky  Ford  cantaloupes  arrived  on  the 
Denver  market  this  morning  and  brought  about  $1.25  °'f£  tne  truck.    The  netting 
was  good,  but  the  melons  showed  slightly  green  for  the  Denver  market  which  pre-- 
fers  a  choice  melon.    Occasional  cars  of  early  stock  will  move  next  week,  with 
the  main  harvest  starting  between  the  17th  and  20th  of  August.    A  small  con-^ 
signment  of  Colorado  peaches  sold  on  the  Denver  market  this  week  at  75^  Per  "D0X» 
These  were  Carmans  and  Hale's  Early. 

"Colorado  potato  shipments  this  season  to  date  have  been  all  from  the 
Western  Slope.     The  deficiency  in  movement  this  season  is  in  the  early  section 
around  'Gilcrest  and  La  Salle  in  northern  Colorado,  which  has  not  shipped  a 
single  car  to  date,  compared  to  178  last  season  at  this  time.    Potato  prices 
have  been  steady  at  shipping  points  and  Denver  this  week.    The  G-ilcrest-La  Salle  j 
movement  is  expected  to  start  early  next  week."     (Bryce  Morris,  Denver,  Aug.  8) 


6b.      WALLA  WALLA  PRIME  SEAS  OH  OPENING 

J.  D.  Hamilton  wired  as  follows  from  Walla  Walla,  Washington,  on 
August  11:- 

"Original  estimate  of  800  cars  prunes  in  Walla  Walla-  Milton  district 
now  believed  to  be  reduced  to  700  or  75O  cars.    Probably  35O  cars  in  entire 
Yakima  Valley  crop.    Practically  no  shipments  from  Walla  Walla  until  August  lU, 
account  delayed  maturity.    Good  eastern  inquiry.    About  100  cars  of  preseason 
sales  at  UO^'  for  suitcases,  1+5^  for  faced  lugs,  and  75^  for  the  four-basket 
crates ." 

B.  C.  BOREE, 

Specialist  in  Market  News. 


J 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  JEWS  SERVICE 


Mail 

1  ■  ■■- 

1 

Eirst 

Prohr 

Station 

List 

i 

In 

Charge 

Reports 

Bulletin 

will 

Close 

FRESNO,  calie.** 

'.  919 

:  A. 

E. 

Prufih 

' Grape  s 

•  July  22 

;   iTov . 

7 

212  Holland  Bldg. 

WALLA  WALLA,  WASH. 

''  939 

t  J  J  J 

i  J. 

D. 

Hamilton 

Prunes 

■Aug.  Ik 

"  Aug . 

29 

ROCK  FORD,  COLO. 

'  821 

■  R. 

G. 

Risser 

C  ant  s . 

:Auf.  20 

■  Sept 

1*5 

BEET OH  HARBOR,  MICH.** 

■  S3S 

R. 

V 

Keller. 

Apples 

j  Aug.  20 

Oct . 

2k 

205  P.  0.  Bldg. 

Pears 

Aug.  2k 

Sept . 

19 

Peaches 

Sept.  1 

Sept . 

19 

Grapes 

Sept.  1 

Oct. 

2k 

Onions 

Sept .  S 

Oct . 

2k 

Potatoes 

Oct.  7 

Oct . 

2k 

The  following  stations  closed  on  dates  indicated: 

P0C0M0KE  CITY,  MD.** 

878 

V. 

H. 

Nicholson: 

Stbr.  '■ 

May  21  j 

June 

17 

Peninsula  Bldg.  ; 

Potatoes 

June  12  ! 

July  31 

Cukes  : 

July  2  : 

July 

2k 

Cants . 

July  28  ; 

Aug. 

15 

MAC  OH,  G-A  .*  *  : 

833 

R. 

M. 

Peterson  : 

Pe  caches  • 

June  8  ■ 

Aug. 

8 

Ul5  G-a.  Casualty  Bldg.: 

875 

W-Melons  j 

July  20  j 

Aug. 

12 

CANDOR,  N.  C.**  1 

935 

H. 

E. 

Will son  j 

Peaches  : 

July  20  : 

Aug. 

12 

A. E.G.  Bldg.  : 

**  State  cooperating. 


W.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Portland 

R.  L.  Sutton  on  leave 

R.  M.  Peterson  in  Baltimore 

H.  F.  Will son  in  Cincinnati 


V.  H.  'Nicholson  on  leave 

J.  B.  Owens  in  Pittsburgh 

A.  M.  McDowell  in  Cleveland 

W.  D.  Googe  in  Kansas  City,  8/2C 

H.  E.  Rutland  at  Shin  Pond,  Maine 


FIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 

in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 


U92 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc.      BACTERIAL  SPOT  OF  PEACHES. 

It  appears  that  shipping-point  Supervisors  are  not  uniform  in  designating 
the  disease  of  peaches  known  as  Bacterial  Spot.    Some  refer  to  this  disease  as 
Bacteriosis  and  others  call  it  Shot  Hole,  neither  of  which  is  proper.    The  dis- 
ease Handbook  and  the  Inspectors'  Handbook  call  this  disease  Bacterial  Spot, 
which  is  the  name  recognized  by  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  and  is  the  proper 
term  to  use  on  inspection  certificates  and  in  correspondence. 

2c.      PROPER  FORM  OP  GRADE  STATEMENTS 

It  appears  that  some  inspectors  are  using  the  same  form  of  grade  state- 
ment which  was  in  use  prior  to  January  1.    Memorandum  No.  12  gives  specific  in- 
structions as  to  the  proper  form  of  grade  statements.    When  the  grade  does  not 
provide  for  handling  decay  (which  develops  after  the  product  is  packed)  as  a 
condition  factor,  the  proper  grade  statement  would  be:    "Stock  now  fails  to 
grade  U.  S.  No.  1  only  on  account  of  decay."    The  use  of  the  additional  state- 
ment about  meeting  quality  requirements  of  the  grade  has  been  discontinued. 
Each  inspector  should  carefully  note  instructions  given  in  Memorandum  No.  72. 

3c      RIPE  AND  FIRM  PEACHES  ARE  UP  TO  GRADE 

U.  S.  No.  1  peaches  must  be  "firm,"  which  means  not  soft  or  overripe. 
Peaches  which  are  ripe  and  firm  meet  the  grade  requirements  as  to  maturity. 
Soft  peaches  may  be  scored  against  the  grade,  but  ripe  and  firm  peaches  should 
never  be  scored  as  grade  defects. 


he.      INSPECTIONS  OF  INDIANA  PEACHES  AND  ONIONS 

The  following  letter  of  August  S  came  from  J.  E.  Dicker son,  at  the 
Indianapolis  office :- 

"We  will  start  the  peach  inspection  work  in  Indiana  about  August  12. 
We  are  also  placing  three  inspectors  at  Henderson,  Kentucky.    However,  inspec- 
tion on  these  cars  will  carry  Indiana  car  cards,  and  on  all  peach  inspections 
the  city  inspectors  should  wire  me  at  the  County  Agent's  Office,  Vincennes, 
Indiana,  for  the  shipping-point  reports.    Indiana  has  by  far  the  largest  peach 
crop  ever  produced  in  this  State.    Present  indications  ore  for  a  crop  of  excel- 
lent  quality,  with  sizes  as  large  as,  or  possibly  larger  than,  usual. 

"We  will  also  start  the  onion  inspection  work  in  northern  Indiana  in  a 
small  way  about  August  15 .    As  you  know,  the  Indiana  onion  crop  has  been  cut 
around  Uofj,  so  that  the  movement  will  probably  be  relatively  light  until  about 
September  1.    However,  we  anticipate  a  heavier  movement  than  usual  early  in  tin 
fall,  due  to  the  poor  price  received  at  the  end  of  the  season  last  year. 
Because  of  cut-worms  and  wind-damage  last  spring,  we  anticipated  large-sized ^ 
onions.    However,  the  exceptionally  hot  weather  over  the  entire  area  and  thrip 
damage  in  several  sections  has  cut  the  size  considerably,  so  that  it  looks  as 
if  a  large  percentage  of  the  crop  will  be  sold  over  1^-inch  screen.  However, 
aside  from  size,  we  expect  good-quality  stock. 
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"For  reports  on  onions,  inspectors  should  wire  the  Federal-State 
Inspection  Service  at  Warsaw,  Indiana. 

"During  the  past  week  we  have  trained  60  inspectors  for  the  cannery 
tomato  inspection  work.    The  class  was  held  in  southern  Indiana,  where  we 
could  obtain  plenty  of  tomatoes  for  training  purposes,    Mr.  Curry  gave  us  an 
excellent  talk  on  Tuesday,  and  Thursday  we  had  over  100  canners,  or  their 
representatives,  as  visitors  to  see  the  prospective  inspectors  in  action. 

"Tomato  vines  are  in  excellent  condition  at  the  present  time  throughout 
the  State.    However,  we  badly  need  rain  in  many  sections  and,   if  it  is  not 
received  within  the  next  week  or  ten  days,  tomatoes  will  be  small.  Several 
canners  in  southern  Indiana  will  start  operations  next  week,  but  as  a  whole  the 
deal  will  not  start  until  late  in  August,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  first  bloom 
' bias t ed '  dur i ng  the  hot  weather . " 


5c .      JULY  INSPECTIONS  If  CALIFORNIA 

Including  230  shipside  inspections  made  at  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles, 
about  3,3°°  inspections  were  made  at  shipping  points  in  California  during  the 
month  of  July.     The  principal  districts  were  as  follows:     Sebastopol  1,352; 
Turlock  510;  Dinuba  239;  Los  Angeles  22U;  Fresno  223;  Sacramento  bUO;  San  Jose 
132;  with  265  inspections  at  San  Francisco,   including  208  shipside.  The  Bakers- 
field  district  reported  192  inspections. 


be.      SEVASTOPOL  APPLE  SHIPMENTS  ABOUT  FINISHED 

Shipments  of  apples  from  the  Sebastopol  district  are  clearing  up  fast 
and  many  shippers  will  be  entirely  finished  this  week.    A  total  of  around 
1,500  cars  of  apples  will  have  been  shipped  by  the  end  of  the  season.  Practi- 
cally all  shipments  have  been  certified  and  the  majority  have  been  for  export. 
(California  Inspectors'  notes,  August  7) 


7c      FRUIT  SKIPPER  FINED  FOP.  ALTER' DIG-  INSPECTION  CERTIFICATE 

Alteration  by  a  shipper  of  a  certificate  of  the  Food  Products  Inspection 
Service,  covering  a  shipment  of  apples,  has  resulted  in  that  individual's  being 
prosecuted  and  fined.     It  was  found  that  the  percentage  of  decay  on  the  certif- 
icate had  been  changed  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  the  certificate  indicate  that 
the  lot  of  apples  in  question  complied  with  export  condition  requirements  of 
the  apple  grades,  while,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  were  originally  certified  as 
containing  too  much  decay  to  comply  with  these  requirements.    The  shipper  also 
added  a,  statement  to  the  certificate  to  the  effect  that  the  apples  did  meet  the 
export  condition  requirements. 

When  the  facts  were  obtained  in  this  case,  it  was  presented  to  the      .  . 
United  States  Attorney  who  secured  an  indictment  of  the  shipper  for  violation 
of  the  Federrl  Penal  Code,  which  forbids  the  alteration  of  such  documents.  ;  The 
offender  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  $100. 

Sc.      THE  FOLLOWING-  NAMES  SHOULD  BE  ADDED  to  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 
Trulyn  Shippers,   Inc.        Weslaco,  Texas  $1.00 
Rio  Grande  Produce  Co.      Monte  Vista,  Colo,  $U.OO 
Kistner  Florida  Co.  Zolfo  Springs,  Fla.  $1S.23 

C  V.  Rohrbacher  Co.         Los  Angeles,  Calif.  $8.00 

'    -  R.  C.  BUTNSR,  Supervisor  of  Inspection. 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTER S  0?  SKIPPING- POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 


Approximate  date  of 

State 

Supervisor 

Products 

, Opening 

Closing 

PORTO  RICO: 

|  A.  S.  Mason, 

!    •'  k02  Ochoa  Bldg. 

:          San  Juan,  P.  R. 

•  Citrus 

j  April  1 

Nov.  1 

DELAWARE : 

;  F.  S.  Zimmerman, 

■      c/o  State  Board  of  Agr., 

|          Dover,  Del. 

•  Apples ' 

S  July  1 

Sept .  1 

KANSAS : 

V.  V.  Westgate, 

c/o  State  Board  of  Agr., 
Topeka,  Kans . 

Potatoes 

;  July  6 

j     Aug.  19 

.  TENNESSEE: 

V/.  J.  Bertush, 
Harriman,  Term. 

Peaches 

:  Aug.  3 

Aug.  IS 

OKLAHOMA: 

G.  W.  Winfrey, 

c/o  State  Mkt .Commission 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

W-melons 

Aug.  6 

:     Aug.  20 

ILLINOIS: 

M.  A.  Russell, 
Anna  Hotel, 
Anna,   111.  : 

Peaches 

Aug.  13 

Sept.  3 

MINNESOTA:  j 

G.  W.  Christenson,  \ 
302  Gorham  Bldg. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  | 

Potatoes  ] 

Aug.  15 

Sept.  20 

WASHING-TON:  : 

W.  A.  Hilgeson, 
Court  House, 

Wenatchee,  Wash. 

Apples  ■ 

Aug .  1 5 

Feb.  1 

VIRGINIA:  i 

T.  W.  Ayres,                      ;  \ 

10^0  State  Of  fice  Blrle-  .' 
Richmond,  Va.  ! 

Peaches  : 

Aug.  17 

bept .  5 

INDIANA:  : 

J.  E.  Dickerson,  : 
County  Agent 1 s  Office,  : 
Vincennes,  Ind.  i 

Peaches  j 

Aug.  12 

Sept.  1 

Reports  on  the  following  products  can  be  obtained  from  offices  indicated :~ 

Missouri  potatoes  F.  M,  Lyle,  Kansas  City  office 

Iowa  onions  „  R.  C.  Lindstrom,  Des  Moines  office 

Kentucky  products  T .  C.  Curry*  Louisville  office 

Massachusetts  onions  0.  A.  McNiff,  Springfield  office 

Ohio  products.....  II.  W.  Baker,  Colpjrfous  office 

Arkansas  peaches  .-Federal-State  Inspection,  Clarksville,  Ark. 

Arkansas  watermelons.  Federal-State  Inspection,  Hope,  Ark. 

Indiana  onions  Federal-State  Inspection  Service,  Warsaw,  Ind. 
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OFFICE  iIOT3S; 

Elmer  P.  Bostwick,  of  Tennessee,  has  been  appointed  as  an  Associate 
Marketing  Specialist  (Canned  Fruits  and  Vegetables),  effective  August  15.  Ee 
obtained  the  Ph.  C.  degree  from  the  University  of  Ohio,  and  attended  the  Army 
Medicpl  School  and  the  George  Washington  University  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
Mr.  Bostwick  was  employed  by  the  National  Canners  Association,  Washington,  from 
1920  to  1922;  "by  Penick  &  Ford,  New  Orleans,  from  1922  to  1925;  by  the  Morgan 
Packing  Co.  in  Indiana  during  1925  and  1926,  and  by  Stokely  Bros.  &  Company, 
Newport,  Tenn . ,  from  1926  to  1931. 

James  C.  Bigger,  of  Washington,  has  been  appointed  as  an  Assistant 
Marketing  Specialist  ('Canned  Fruits'  and  Vegetables),  effective  August  15.  He 
has  had  a  high  school  education  and  one  year  of  college  work.    Mr.  Bigger 
served  in  the  United  States  Army  during  the  World  War.    From  1919  to  1926  he 
was  employed  by  Mason  Ehrman  &  Co . ,  Portland,  Oregon,  as  a  branch  house ^ manager, 
buying  and  selling  groceries  and  canned  goods.    From  1926  to  I92S,  he  did  simi- 
lar work  for  Wadham  &  Co.,  at  Portland,  .and  since  192S  has  been  employed  by 
different  firms  engaged  in  these  lines  of  work. 

Both  Mr.  Bostwick  and  Mr.  Bigger,  whose  appointments  are  mentioned  above, 
will  report  in  Washington  for  a  period  of  training  in  the  inspection  and  grad- 
ing of  canned  fru.it s  and  vegetables.    Later  it  is  expected  that  one  of  these  men 
will  be  placed  in  charge  of  an  eastern  branch  office  of  the  Canned  Fruit  and^ 
Vegetable  Project  and  the  other  probably  in  charge  of  the  Chicago  branch  office 
of  that  Project. 

Miss  Lucy  Watt,  of  the  market-news  staff  in  Washington,  expects  to  go^  to 
Pittsburgh  by  airplane  this  Saturday  morning,  en  route  to  her  home  in  Greensburg, 
Pa.,  where  she  will  be  on  leave  for  the  next  three  weeks. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  Kenneth  Bolles,  of  the  Market  Hews 
Project  in  Washington,  on  his  marriage  last  Wednesday  to  Miss  Vivian  Hutchinson. 
On  Tuesday,  his  friends  in  the  Washington  office  presented  him  with  a  very 
attractive  bridge  lamp  as  a  wedding  gift. 

Robert  Bi'er  spent  several  days  this  week  at  Reedyille,  Va.,  training  a 
class  of  inspectors  for  handling  the  inspection  of  cannery  tomatoes  at  points 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Virginia.  He  returned  to  Easton,  Md.,  the  latter  part 
of  this  week,  and  continued  this  training  work  in  the  Maryland  area. 

Brice  Edwards,  who  is  doing  field  work  in  connection  with  the  enforcement 
of  the  P.A.C.  Act,  has  gone  from  North  Carolina  to  various  points  in  Indiana  and 
will  later  visit  points  in  Illinois  and  in  the  Benton  Harbor  section  ofMichigan. 

W.  H.  Steinbauer,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch  in  Washington,  was  on  annual 
leave  at  Saginaw,  2£ich.,  and  is  now  spending  the  last  few  days  of  this  week  at 
Detroit,  investigating  cases  under  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

Edward  F.  ITynatt,  an  attorney,  has  been  appointed  to  a  position  in  the 
Solicitor's  Office,  effective  August  1.    He  will  devote  his  time  to  legal  work 
in  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  .the  P.A.C.  Act. 
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O.EEICS  HOTES  (Continued! 

J.  W.  Dykes,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  has  gone  t<?>  Philadelphia,  Mew 
York  and  points  in  Hew  Jersey,  to  make  investigations  under  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

J.  G.  Cross,  in  charge  of  transportation  contact...,  expects  to  leave 
Washington  early  next  week  and  travel  to  points  in  the  Middle  West  and  the 
East,  conferring  with  railroad  officials  regarding  shipment  and  unload  reports. 
He  may  be  a"bsent  about  two  weeks. 

•  H.  T .  Longino ,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Texas,,  has  finished  the 
Shipping-point  work  in  the  vicinity  of  Weather ford  and  should  he  addressed 
temporarily  in  care  of  the  State  Dept.  of  Agriculture  at  Austin,  Texas. 

It  is  understood  that  E,  H.  vonGlahn,  who  .was  assisting  with,  inspection 
work  in  Boston,  has  now  returned  to  the  Hew  York  City  office.    Boiling  Hall, 
who  substituted  for  the  inspector  at  hew  Haven,  Conn.,  also  has  returned  to 
Hew  York. 

V.  V.  West gate,  in  charge  of  shipping-point  inspection  work  on  Kansas 
potatoes,  will  finish  that  assignment  ah put  the  middle  of  next  week,  and  will 
go  from  Topeka,  hack  to  his  headquarters  at :  Omaha,  and  will  then  take  his 
annual,  leave . 

G.  W.  Winfrey  plans  to  go  next  week  from  Oklahoma,  to.  Arkansas  and  he  gin 
the  shipping-point  inspection  work  on  grapes,  with  headquarters  at  Springdale, 
Arkansas,  for  the  next  couple  of  weeks, 

T.  W.  Ayres,  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  in  Virginia,  is  making,  his 
headquarters  temporarily  with  the  State  Division  of  Markets,  Room  1030  State 
Office  Bidg.,  Richmond,  Va.    He  makes  frequent  trips  to  peach  loading  stations 
such  as  Roanoke,  Crozet  and  Timherville,   to  supervise  the  work  on  peaches. 

G.  W.  Christens  on  has  gone  from  Chicago  to  Minneapolis,  from  which  point 
he  will  supervise  potato  inspections  at  shipping  stations  in  southern  Minnesota. 
He  conducted  a  training  class  for  inspectors  this  past  week.    His  office  is  in 
Room  302  Gorham  Bidg.,  Minneapolis. 

M.  A.  Russell  also  has  gone  from  Chicago  to  Anna,   111.,  his  temporary 
headquarters  during  the  shipping-point  inspection  work  on  Illinois  peaches. 
He  conducted  a  training  class  at  Carhondale  the  first  three  days  of  this  week. 

W.A.  Hilgeson  has  proceeded  from  Chicago  to  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  where  he 
will  again  serve  as  the  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  in  that  district  during 
the  apple  shipping  season. 

J.  E.  Dickerson  is  located  at  Vincennes,   Ind.,   during  the  period-  of 
shipping-point  inspection  work  on  southern  Indiana  and  northern  Kentucky 

peaches .  .    .    .  : 

Vfa.  Gary  Thompson,  of.  the  Market'  Hews  staff  with  headquarters  in. 
Chicago,  has  resigned  from  the  service,  effective  August  S.    Ee  expects  to  go 
into  business  at  Asheville,  IT.  C. 
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W.  D.  Googe  will  go  next  week  from  Fort  forth,  Texas,  to  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  where  he  will  substitute  for  R.  E.  Corbin,  while  the  latter  is  on  animal 
leave . 

R.  M,  Peterson  has  closed  the  field  station  at  Macon,  C-a.,  and  is  now 
in  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  will  handle  the  market  reporting  work  during  the 
absence  of  W.  E.  Harrison  on  vacation, 

V.  H.  Uicholson,  who  has  operated  the  field  station  at  Pocomoke  City, 
Md.,  during  the  past  12  weeks,  will  close  that  office  on  Saturday  and  will  then 
go  on  annual  leave. 

E.  P.  Will  son  closed  the  market  news  office  at  Candor,  IT.  C.,  this  week 
and  will  report  in  Cincinnati  by  Saturday,  for  the  purpose  of  substituting  for 
W.  H.  Hosier,  while  Mr.  nosier  is  on  vacation,, 

R.  G.  Risser,  who  was  located  temporarily  in  the  Los  Angeles  office, 
will  open  the  news  service  on  cantaloupes  at  Rocky..  Ford,  Colo.,  next  Thursday. 

R.  E.  Keller,  who  has  been  on  lerve  in  Michigan,  will  open  the  news 
service  on  southwestern  Michigan  crops  at  Benton  Harbor  next  Thursday. 

R.  L.  Sutton,  who  was  in  the  Washington  office  a  few  days,  has  now  gone 
on  his  annual  leave. 

We  regret  to  report  that  L.  C.  Tate,  of  the  Minneapolis  office,  has 
been  obliged  to  be  off  duty  during  most  of  the  past  two  weeks  on  account  of 
illness . 

An  error  occurred  in  the  Office  ITotes  in  last  week's  D.L.     The  field 
trip  which  Wm.  E.  Lewis  is  making  at  present  is  in  the  interest  of  grades  for 
fresh  sweet  corn  for  canning  and  not  fresh  corn  for  market. 

E,  L.  Harrington,  of  the  Newark,  IT. J.,  inspection  office ,plans  to  be  on 
annual  leave  during  the  remainder  of  this  month.  Any  inspections  in  that  mar- 
ket during  this  period  probably  will  be  taken  care  of  by  an  inspector  from  the 
Hew  York  City  office. 

Frederick  Wolfarth,  of  the  Hew  York  City  inspection  staff,  expects  to  be 
on  vacation  from  August  20  until  September  S. 

MEMPHIS  OPPICE  of  the  Inspection  Service  was  moved  recently  from  Room 
75^  Randolph  Bldg.  to  Room  101 5  Palls  Building.    Please  correct  your  list. 

George  E.  Prince,  Chief,  Division  of  Markets  in  South  Carolina,  who  has 
had  his  headquarters  at  Aiken,  moved  last  week  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Bldg. 
Columbia,  S.  C.    His  mail  address  is  P.  0.  Box  lU63,  Columbia..    Please  note 
this  change  on  all  address  lists. 

The  proper  address  for  G.  Ray  Warren  at  Montreal,  Canada,  is  Room  20k, 
Board  of  Trade  Bldg,    This  should  be  used  in  all  communications. 
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IUSPECTIOHS  BY  MOUTHS  FOR  THE  ITAVY,  1936-1931-  (POUIIDS) 


Month 


*  July 
August 
September 
October 
IJovenber 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 


Charleston     Newport  :  ■  -Hew  York  ITorfolk 


Phila.      Great  Lakes 


212926 

32036s 
264082 
19212s 


250254 


1040402 

8221 91 
6o4lll 


TOTAL 

TOTAL  1929- 


124  0255 
•1930 


14331 


3S3517 

2S1675 
443097 
494350 
359177 
90797 
161132 
148370 
555353 


2550552 
1352055 


4576732 
4413550 


60200 

74764 
100605 

73217 
751096 

84i4oo 
855597 
570009 
142053 
76841 


Month 


July 

August 

September 

October 

ITovember 

.December 

fanuary 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 


San 
Diego 


35^5782 
5242748 


206916 

154550 

225U38 

356178 

379949 

173098 

335240 

242019 

369700 

133530 

?R?733 

13SQ02 

-1-  ^  O  ~/ w 

3U5594 

173296 

299922 

100442 

ikpfio? 

284155 

122243 

37S966O 

1226132 

1+UU47SS 

0 

TOTAL 

TOTAL  1929- 


780494 
725033 
971606 

789373 
755904 

728281 
830716 
U1676S 
301037 

701975 
625338 
679271 


San 
Francisco 


San 
Pedro 


5305796 
1930 
9^26147 


335001 
11S1263 
267520 
79100 
5438O4 
763754 

748739 
2094804 
Si  960 
6284 50 
6 8014 5 
65S055 


613353 
240165 
730812 

1379S69 
560519 

629629 
903291 
155076 
47424 
404030 
659947 

642121 


Vallejo 


Washington  TOTAL 


S04259[ 

5369917 


6966236 
5944145 


333247 
284 06  5 
298456 
267777 
413867 
191561 
ISO63S 
15S500 
177594 
199415 
124071 
274069 


IITSPSCTIQIIS  3Y  MOUTHS  FOR 


2903260 
2565796 


13362 
14115 

9335 
13216 
14491 

SS05 


480 

2025 
10450 

18025 


104302 
269735 


3762224 

4055763 
3550995 
3454878 
3706202 
3730938 
4499015 
4i4S9S0 
2144 114 
3054638 

3783859 
5659749 


43551355 
38959260 


Month 


Hew 

York 


July 

August 

September 

October 

II  ov  ember 

December 

J  anuary 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 


TOTAL 

TOTAL  I929. 


63846 

65873 
73192 
52019 

57813 
75240 
64192 
52445 
87125 
63079 
6g$43 

 5363JL 

777401 

•1930 
719614 


Phila- 
delphia 


24137 
18118 
27431 
2705s 
19690 
22813 
25916 
20979 
22530 

1933'3 
23321 

2Q939- 


THB  MARIIiE  CORPS,  1930-1951  (POUITDS) 
San  San 

Franc  i  s  co  Vallejo 


Diego 


TOTAL 


54319 

53909 
94  260 
651S4 
41311 
45661 
59306 
50752 

53251 
60522 
54930 
94371 


30000 
5S000 
65000 

55105 

50000 
50500 
50500 

45000 

55000 
56000 
57200 

48000 


272315 

229400 


757776 

987576 


44366 

29244 

28047 

36597 
0 

22866 

37064 
41116 
26586 
22434 

21515 
20275 


246665 
255144 
290930 

235963 
16SS14 
217080 
23697s 
213292 
247492 
2214 18 
225909 
257217 


629305 
726  810 


330108 
238075 


2796905 
2947258 


(SEE  REVERSE  SIDE) 


INSgpCTIOhS' MADE  FOR  THE'  ^UNITED  -STATES  SHIPPING-  BOARD,  1930-1931 


Qal v  e  s  t on-H  ous  t  o  n 
Hew  Orleans 
Hew  York 
Norfolk 
TOTAL 


3Tru.it  s 

and  Vefretnbl  ps  — 

Pound  s 

^  CAf  *J  VJ  Vw>  KjL. 

J.tOpJ  CO  ocu. 

Total 

62427 

749 

83176 

122290 

125637 

.  103658 

1113 

10U771 

44546 

4854 

U9U00 

352921 

10063 

3629SU 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES  VETERANS'  HOSPITAL,  1930-1931 


Chicago 
Milwaukee 
New  York 
Philadelphia 
St.  Louis 
Great  Lakes 
TOTAL 


Passed. 

Rejected 

Total 

593357 

230372 

829729 

1866.30 

11879 

200499 

114.711530 

119486 

159^016 

U727U5 

1071US 

579833 

112671 

I860 

114531 

163122 

13440 

176362 

3021  04  5 

484185 

3495220 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  New  York  office  inspected  the  following: 


For  the  United  States  Lines 
For  the  Munson  S.  S.  Line 
For  the  American  Diamond  Line 
For  the  American  Prance  Line 
Por  the  American  India  Line 
For  the  American  Brazil  Line 
For  the  American  Republic  Line 
For  the  Dollar  Line 
For  the  Oriole  S.  S.  Co. 
For  the  Tampa  Interocean 
For  the  Columbia  S,  S.  Lines 
TOTAL 


Vegetables 
3107067 

mms 
255652 
247614 

135259 
79724 

7819 
246986 

1327 
4  01 


Fruits 
IO6U052 

l6ll66 
58660 
U6S67 
31460 

17155 

1266 

98937 
110 
184 
3Tl 


hi  31376  1480910 


Rejections 

11927U 
21680 

7219 
4666 
772 
1015 

0 

4076 
0 
0 

Ml 


Total 
^290393 
827295 
321531 
2991U7 

167^91' 
97894' 
90S5 
350059 

1437 
585 
6505 


159136  6351422 


SUMMARY  OF  TERMINAL  MARKET  INSPECTIONS  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  1930-1931 


Month.     Total      Carlot  L.C.L. 


July 
Aug. 
Sept . 
Oct. 
Nov . 
Dec , 
Jan . 
Feb. 
March 
April 
May 
June 


3035 
2128 

3027 
U15O 
32U0 
2778 

2789 
2786 

3135 
3655 
4032 
3526 


2793 
1894 
2603 
3709 
2919 
2467 
25US 
2582 
2916 
34l4 
3800 

3216. 


236 

234 

424 
441 
321 

291 
241 
204 
219 
2U1 
232 
250 


TOTAL      38281      54947  3534 


Declined  for  Lack  of  Tine  \  Railroad  Inspect ions 


8 

15 
21 

51 
27 
IS 
17 
24 
20 
11 

37 
4o 


289 


IO65 
309 
266 
24  0 

297 

188 

195 
307 
55^ 
103I+ 
1620 
123.1 


7366 


Total  inspections  for  carriers:    1927-28  -  8929;  1928-29  -  S5O9;  1929-30  -  I8O73. 


1 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Vol.  12,  Ho.  3I4.  August  21,  1931 

FRUIT  A1ID  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LETTER 
(Issued  every  Friday) 

-  '*■  COlfflDEllTIAL 
Hot  for  publication 


la.    ARTICLES  I  IT  1931  U.S.D.A.  YEARBOOK 

Distribution  was  made  recently  of  the  Yearbook  of  Agriculture,  1931- 
Two  of  the  articles  in  this  issue  were  written  by  members  of  the  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  staff.    Wm.  E.  Lewis  has  an  article  on  "Canning  Grades  in  Increased 
Demand  as  Their  Utility  Is  Seen."    J.  f.  Park  is  author  of  an  article  on 
"Apple  Market  Sup-ply  Is  Composed  Largely  of  a  Few  Varieties." 

2a.    LOS  A1TGELES  CA11TAL0UPS  MARKET  DESCRIBED 

The  Judy  issue  of  the  Western  Grower  and  Shipper  contains  an  article  by 
Walter  Kingsbury,  of  the  Los  Angeles  office,  entitled:     "Speaking  for  Los 
Angeles  -,»     In  a  sub-heading  it  is  explained  that  Mr.  Kingsbury  finds  canta- 
loupe prices  in  his  market  compare  favorably  with  those  received  in  distant 
centers.    The  article  is  illustrated  by  two  excellent  charts. 

This  some  paper  also  contains  briefly  the  life  story  of  C.  D.  Miller, 
formerly  a  member  of  our  market-news  staff.     It  is  illustrated  by  a  portrait 
of  "O.D."    This  story  is  one  of  a  series  telling  about  western  growers  and 
shippers.    Mr.  Miller's  home  is  now  in  Phoenix,  Arizona. 


3a.    11EU  ADDRESS  LIST  OF  CITY  MARKET  STATI01TS 

With  this  D.  L.,  copies  of  the  revised  (Aug.  10)  Market  Station  Address 
List  pre  being  sent  to  all  employees  in  the  field.    Each  office  should  examine 
carefully  the  data  pertaining  to  its  own  city  and  should  report  to  Washington 
(at  once  any  errors  or  omissions.    Destroy  the  old  lists  dated  ITov.  1,  193® » 

^a.    FARM  30APJ)  TO  FlhAhCE  FRUIT  IldDSTRIES,  LTD. 

Agreement  to  finance  Fruit  Industries,  Ltd.,  manufacturers  of  commodi- 
ties from  grape  by-products,  during  the  coming  year  has  been  announced  by  the 
Federal  Farm  Board.    The  amount  of  money  to  be  advanced  the  cooperative  was 
not  revealed  by  the  Board.    At  the  beginning  of  negotiations  between  the  grape 
interests  and  the  Government  agency  earlier  this  summer,  Fruit  Industries,  Ltd 
asked  for  an  advance  this  season  of  over  $3,000,000.    However,  damage  caused 
by  drought  and  insects  so  reduced  expected  grape  production  this  year  in  Cali- 
fornia that  this  amount  was  reduced  to  approximately  $900,000.     In  its  formal 
announcement,  the  Board  stated  that  "a  commitment  of  funds  sufficient  to  cover 
estimated  needs  for  the  year  I93I-I932  had  been  made,  under  mutually  satisfac- 
tory arrangements,  to  Fruit  Industries,  Ltd.,  of  San  Francisco,  Calif." 

(Journal  of  Commerce,  Aug.  17.) 

(Page  U99) 
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MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


lb.     :.70RTEWESTER1T  CROP  ITOTES 

"Horthwestem  onions  have  strengthened  at  shipping  points  and  in  leading 
markets.    The  August  1  estimate  shows  a  reduction  of  about  6,300*000  "bushels 
below  the  1930  production  in  the  late  States.     Shipments  of  Spanish  Valencias 
from  the  Walla  Walla  district  are  slowly  decreasing,  and  Yakima  Valley  onions 
will  not  be  ready  to  move  before  September  1.    Current  quotations  of  about  $1 
per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  shipping  point,  are  about  10^-25^  above  last  ?/eek's  level. 

"The  peach  harvest  in  Yakima  district  has  been  delayed  until  near  Septem- 
ber .1,  although  early  varieties  from  some  early  districts  are  moving,  mostly  "by 
auto  truck  to  near-by  markets.   .Quality  of  this  fruit  is  excellent,  though  the 
crop  is  not  a  large  one.    The  Milton-Ereewater  prune  harvest  is  slowly  getting 
under  way,  but  carlot  movement  is  still  light  and  a. true  market  has  not  been 
established. 

"The  crop  of  cantaloupes  in  all  northwestern  districts  is  light  and 
many  fields  have  been  entirely  harvested.  Late,  cantaloupes  in  Oregon  will 
receive    some  attention  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

"Some  fields  of  Iceberg  lettuce  in  western  Washington  are  yielding  a 
second  cutting  of  good-quality  lettuce.    Most  shipments  are  rolled  for  deliv- 
ered sales.    Good-quality  cabbage  is  being  shipped  in  mixed  cars  to  markets  in 
the  Rocky  Mountain  States.    Cauliflower,  bunched  vegetables  and  celery  are 
other  items  which  are  in  popular  demand.    Quality  of  this  year's  celery  is  good,^ 
-and  liberal  quantities  will  be  available  for  later  distribution." 

(T.  R.  Hall,  Seattle,  Aug.  12.) 


2b  .    AH  ADDITIONAL  SUMMARY  ISSUED 

"Marketing  Oregon-Washington  Fresh  Prunes,  1930  Season,"  is  the  title  of 
an  additional  field-station  summary,  issued  this  week.    The  author  is  R .PI .Lamb, 

3b .     CALIEORITIA  GR/J>E  MARKET  DULL  AHD  WEAK 

"The  local  grape  market  continues  dull,  with  present  movement  light,  as 
compared  with  last  year.     On  Saturday,  August  15,  California  moved  95  cars  and 
on  Saturday,  August  l6,  last  year  187  cars.    However,  on  account  of  the  early 
season  this  year,  it  was  not  until  August  iS  that  shipments  to  date  last  year 
moved  ahead  of  1931,  the  total  then  being  2,979/  compared  with  2,956. 

"Most  of  the  cash  f.o.b.  sales  are  of  cars  of  mixed  varieties,  Thompsons 
ranging  60.^-75^  according  to  quality  and  pack* Malagas  65^-75^  pnd  Red-  Malagas 
and  Ribiers  $1.15-$1.25  per  lug.    A  few  local  Tokays  of  poor  color  have  started 
at  $1.25,  and  I  hear  that  Tokays  from  Elorin,  the  best  in  California,  have 
opened  around  $2.    Reports  from  Florin  also  indicate  that  only  about  3°0  cars 
of  Tokays  will  move  from  that  district. 

"A  few  juice  grapes  are  moving,  but  apparently  the  only  demand  comes 
from  the  northwest,  with  opening  prices  $32.,50-$35  Per  ton.    Zinfandels  the 


ol 


week  ending  August  11  graded  abou.t  50$  each  U.S.  Ho.  1  and  Ho.  2.    Only  25 
the  total  California  grape  movement  for  that  week  was  inspected.    This  was 
caused  by  the  general  quality.     It  is  reported  that  many  of  the  Zinfandels  wil 
be  used  for  wine  raisins.    About  93$  of  the  Thompsons  inspected  for  the  week 
ending  August  11  made  U.S.  Ho.  1,  and  983$  of  the  Malagas. 
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"Cash  layer's;  are  conspicuous  "by  their  absence,'  compared  with  former  sea- 
sona,  when  (from  all  reports)  the  Sequoia  Hotel  was  a  grape  "board  of  trade,  sim- 
ilar to  the  Barbara  Worth  on  cantaloupes  and  lettuce  at  El  Centre     In  trying 
to  determine  the  cause  of  the  poor  demand  for  grapes,  local  factors  think  that 
heavy  shipments  of  peaches  crowded  grapes  from  eastern  tables.    But  table 
grapes  are  usually  eaten  between  meals  and,   therefore,  peaches  should  not  com- 
pete with  them  so  much .    Probably  low  buying  power  is  the  principal  cause,  and 
ordinary  quality  of  much  of  the  stock  may  be  another  cause.    Malaga  sales  on 
auction  markets  have  recently  been  better. 

"A  comparison  of  the  average  auction  prices  in  city  markets  during  the 
past  few  weeks  shows  a  great  decline.    During  the  week  ending  July  2U,  Thompson, 
averaged  $1,8&  per  lug  or  crate' and  during  the  week  ending  August  lU  the  - 
average  for  this  variety  was  $1.15.     In  the  same  period,  Malagas  declined  from 
$1.81  to  $1.36  and  Red  Malagas  from  an  average  of  $2.92  to  an  average  of  $1.S7> 
Ribiers  averaged  $2.85  during  the  week  ending  July  31  and  $2.02  by  August  lU. 
Prices  of  Thompsons  now  compare  rather  favorably  with  those  of  a  year  ago,  but 
Malagas  recently  averaged  UU^  less  than  at  the  same  time  in  193°  and  Red 
Malagas  averaged  60^  below  last  season's  level-. 

"Shipments  are  expected  to  continue  fairly  light  for  the  next  three 
weeks,  and  some  shippers  do  not  expect  California  movement  to  exceed  125  &  clayJ 
during  August.    Local  temperature  lately  has  been  around  100°  maximum  and  6 5° 
to  70°  minimum.     (A.  B.  Prugh,  Fresno,  August  17) 

B.  C.  B0EEE, 
Specialist  in  Market  Hews 


CAEMBD  FRUIT  AHB  VEGETABLE  GRADING  SERVICE 


1  f .     GRAPHIC  OFFICE  OPSKBD  Oil  EASTERIT  SHORE 

J.  C.  Bigger,  whose  appointment  was  mentioned  last  week,  has  been 
placed  in  charge  of  a  temporary  office  at  Room  206,  Stewart  Building,  Easton, 
Maryland,  which  will  serve  a  large  number  of  canneries  in  that  part  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  and  in  Delaware.      He  will  inspect  and  grade  several  different 
vegetables  during  the  season,  which  may  last  until  November.    Paul  M.  Williams 
went  to  Easton  during  the  early  part  of  this  week,  to  assist  in  getting  this 
new  office  established. 

-bis  service  on  canned  products  is  rapidly  expanding.    The  Washington 
office  particularly  has  been  receiving  large  quantities  of  samples  for  grading. 


^02 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


Mail  . 

■  ■ — ~ 

Firs 

t 

Probably 

Stations 

List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

Bulletin 

will  close 

on  o 

Prugn  ' 

«uiy 

C/CJ 

'  To  v  1 

did  n.0±_L~na  r>±0.g. 

WATT  A    WATT  A  "'/\Cu 

Wi-l,1  1    I.Hl     iSjJJjJjii.,  ..ili-Xi. 

J.  D. 

Hamilton 

Jr  I  U.ilc  d 

Aug . 

13 

ROCK  FORD,  COLO . 

S21 

R.  G. 

Risser 

Cants . 

Aug. 

19 

Sept.  15 

BEfiTOU  HARBOR,  MICE.** 

S3S 

"R  T? 
ri .   ill . 

Keller 

Apples 

Aug. 

20 

Oct.  2U- 

205  P.  0.  Bldg. 

Pears 

Aug. 

Sept .  19 

Peaches 

Sept. 

1 

Sept.  19 

Grapes 

Sept . 

1 

Oct.  ?)\ 

Onions 

Sept . 

S 

Oct.  2)| 

Potatoes 

Oct. 

7 

Oct.  Z\ 

Tie  following  s 

3t  at  x  on 

will  'arobahly  open  on  date 

indicated: 

ROCHESTER,  U.  Y.** 

:  S37 

R.  L. 

Sutton 

j  Pears 

Sept. 

1 

'■  Hov.  7 

310  Triangle  Bldg. 

\  Apples 

Sept . 

1 

:  May  21 

:  Onions 

Sept . 

1 

;  Apr.  9 

;  Carrots 

Sept . 

1 

'  May  21 

•  Cabbage 

Sept . 

1 

Mar.  26 

■  Celery 

Sept . 

1 

Jan.  9 

Peaches 

Sept . 

:  Oct.  3 

:  Grrpes 

Sept . 

23 

:  Oct.  31 

'  Potatoes 

Oct . 

0 

;  May  21 

State  cooperating,, 


W.F.  Co::  in  San  Francisco 
B.  E.  Surry  in  Portland 
R.  L.  Sutton  on  le^ve 
R.  M.  Peterson  in  Baltimore 
H.  F.  Will  son  in  Cincinnati 


V.  H.  Nicholson  on  leave 

J.  B.  Owens  in  Pittsburgh 

A.  M.  McDowell  in  Cleveland 

W.  D.  Googe  in  Kansas  City 

H.  E.  Rutland  at  Shin  Pond,  Maine 


should  a.dvise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 
in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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IiTSPECTIOH  SERVICE 


lc.     CAUTIOh  REGARDING  APPLE  SHIHg^TS  TO  UhlTSD  KlhGDOii 

The  following  cable  was  received  August  15  from  E.  A.  Hotz,  Emit 
Specialist  in  Europe,  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division 

"Essential  all  apple  shipments  consigned  to  United  Kingdom  be  accom- 
panied by  special  certificate  covering  grade,  as  specified  in  British  Apple 
Order.    Ministry  just  requested  our  inspection  department  be  more  careful* 
Have  just  secured  release  of  three  cars  California  apples  which  arrived  at 
Liverpool  minus  certificates.    Another  shipment  of  three  cars  consigned  to 
Hull  is  awaiting  advice  of  customs.    Advise  all  offices  to'  obtain  certificates 
covered  by  Order." 


2c .    PEACH  Aim  APPLE  IITSPECTIOH  WORK  III  VIRGIITIA 

T.  W.  Ayres  sent  the  following  report  from  Richmond,  Va.,  under  arte  of 
August  lU:- 

"Reports  indicate  that  the  general  harvest  of  Virginia  peaches  will 
begin  with  shipments  of  Georgia  Belles  on  August  17,  with  the  peak  of  Elbertas 
between  the  20th  and  25th.     The  crop  is  estimated  variously  from  500  to  600 
carloads.    We  have  contracts  for  inspection  of  about  375  carloads,  and  growers 
controlling  the  remainder  of  the  crop  look  favorably  on  inspection  but  have  . 
been  holding-off  in  hope  that  prices  would  improve.    Several  crops  of  Carmans 
and  Hileys  were  not  harvested  because  of  the  low  prices  prevailing.  Indications 
are  that  most  of  the  crop  will  be  of  good  quality  and  fair  size.     In  a  few 
locations,  the  fruit  has  been  scarred  by  hail. 

"Temporary  offices  for  peach  inspection  will  be  opened  at  Cloverdale, 
Timberville  and  Crozet,  with  one  inspector  working  in  the  vicinity  of  Lynchburg. 
We  have  the  organization  mapped  out  and  supplies  en  route. 

"Have  ma.de  one  trip  in  the  fruit  belt  to  Crozet,  Staunton,  and  Winches- 
ter, on  which  I  had  a  chance  to  observe  the  apple  crop.     In  general,  the 
orchards  ore  loaded  with  fruit,   trees  in  thrifty  condition,  and  apples  well  dis- 
tributed on  branches,  so  that  they  should  attain  medium  to  large  sizes  mostly. 
The  fruit  is  not  showing  much  red  color  as  yet.    From  the  standpoint  of  defects, 
we  shall  have  some  bad  hail**  injury  in  a  few  localities  and  worms  in  many  sec- 
tions becau.se  many  of  the  growers  did  not  apply  arsenical  sprays  later  than 
June . 

"The  proposition  to  draw  arsenical  spray  residue  samples  from  the 
orchards  previous  to  harvest  is  well  received  by  the  growers.    Samples  are 
coming  slowly,  because  of  the  small  movement  of  early  fall  varieties  and  also 
because  we  are  drawing  samples  only. where  contract  for  inspection  has  been 
signed,  except  where  the  party  wishes  to  pay  mileage  and  inspector 's  time." 

3c .    GRAPES  LOVIUG  II:  SACRAME1TT0  DISTRICT 

Tokays  started  moving  from  Florin  last  Monday.    The  quality  of  the  first 
picking  is  better  than  was  expected  in  view  of  the  heavy  damage  from  the  heat 
in  July.    A  err  of  Zinfandels  was  inspected  in  Winters  today.    This  is  the 
first  car  of  juice  grapes  for  this  district  this  season.  (Sacramento,  Aug.  lU) 
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Uc   Ohio::  mi)  potato  inspections  in  iowa 

The  following  letter  of  August  17  came  from  R.  C.  Lindstrom,  at  Des 
Moines,  Iowr  :-  •. 

"The  Pler.sp.nt  Valley  district  of  southeastern  Iowr,  will  finish  shipping 
onions  the  lr.tter  part  of  next  week.    We  have  inspected  to  date  about  2S5  errs, 
which  is  about  125  less  than  last  year.    Our  total  for  the  season  from  that 
point  will  be  about  315  or  325,  while  last  year's  total  was  HUO  cars.  This 
drop  in  inspection  work  is  due  to  two  things:-    Last  year's  crop  was  above  the 
average;  this  year  we  had  an  average  yield  of  set  onions  but  the  seel  onions 
will  fall  about  75  cars  below  normal.    The  sets  matured  before  hot  weather  r.nd 
lack  of  moisture  could  affect  them,  while  the  seed  was  caught  in  the  early 
bulbing  stage  by  the  dry,  hot  weather. 

"I  returned  Saturday  from  an  inspection  tour  of  the  northern  district 
and  present  indications  are  for  about  35$  °f  normal  tonnage  of  onions  in  the 
St.  Ansgar  district.    A  test  of  a  slightly-below-aVerage  field  showed  1-1-0$  of 
the  onions  under  1^"  in  diameter  but  the  remainder  ranging  from  l~l/U"  to  21'. 
The  more  average  fields  will  show  10$  to  25$  under  Irl/Mwit£?1ihc remainder  of 
onions  ranging  from  l*l/M  to  2-1 mostly  1-3/4"  to  1-7 /g" .    All  growers  in 
this  district  have  purchased  1-1/4"  screens  and  I  do  not  expect  that  5/>  °£  the 
onions  will  grade  U.S.  Kb.  1.    Many  of  the  fields  still  show  the  tops  green  and 
a  fair  amount  of  moisture  in  the  ground,  but  the  thrips  have  started  to  work  in 
small  spots  and  under  these  conditions  there  will  be  practically  no  growth  of 
the  bulb . 

"In  the  Crystal  Lake  district,  conditions  are  more  favorable.    The  .' 
onions  at  the  present  time  are  about  75$  normal,  the  tops  green,  and  the  bulbs 
growing  "under  good  conditions.    We  also  inspect  nearly  all  the  potatoes  out  of 
the  Crystal  Lake  district  and  their  condition  is  fairly  good,  with  practically 
a  normal  yield  in  prospect.    The  reason  for  the  great  difference  in  these  two 
districts  is  that  the  St.  Ansgar  section  is  all  high  mineral  land  and  the 
Crystal  Lake  district  is  composed  almost  entirely  of  peat. 

"I  expect  to  spend  a  week  or  10  days,  beginning  the  19th  of  August, 
getting  the  deal  started." 


5c.    R5CS::T  ISTS  Oh  IDAHO  POTATOES 

Writing  from  Boise,  Idaho ,  on  August  14,  L.  G.  Schu.lt z,  Supervising 
Inspector,  said,  that  most  of  the  local  authorities  estimate  approximately  25V/J 
damage  to  the  potato  crop  in  that  Strte  from  the  extreme  heat  of  recent  weeks. 
Mr.  Schultz  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  amount  of  damage  will  depend  Largely 
upon  the  length  of  the  growing  season.    Continuing,  he  wrote: 

"The  potatoes  from  the  Canyon  County  district  are  moving  out  quite 
rapidly,  and  the  Russets  are  generally  of  as  fine  a  quality  as  I  have  ever 
seen  from  this  territory.    We  have,  of  course,  the  usual  amount  of  rough  a.o.  2 
stock,  but  the  U.S.  No.  1  graded  stock  puts  up  a  very  attractive  apperrauce. 
There  has  been  a  decided  change  in  the  methods  of  handling  potatoes  during  the 
past  few  years  in  this  section,  and  very  little  stock  is  now  shipped  but  what 
passes  through  the  warehouse  and  is  machine-graded.    This  gives  a  much  more 
uniform  packing  and  eliminates  trouble  for  all  concerned." 

THE'  ONION  CROP  in  17  late  shipping  States  this  season  is  forecast  at 
13,846,000  bushels,  or  31$  less  than  last  year's  heavy  crop. 
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6c.     CHANGES  IN  LIST  OF  PAST-DUE,  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  should  id  e  added  to  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 

Connecticut  Valley  Onion  Company,     South  Deerfield,  Mass.  $5.00 

The  following  should  be  taken  off  the  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 

Malloy  Buscher  Company,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  I,1'00 

Midwest  Fruit  Company,  Muskogee,  Okla.  $4.00 

Qeo.  P.  Brooks,  Hamilton,  Mont.  $4.00 

7c.    MATERIAL  SENT  TO  INSPECTORS 

On  Saturday  of  last  week,  copies  of  the  short  grade  forms  for  California 
table  grapes  and  California  juice  grapes  were  mailed  to  all  inspectors.  If 
anyone  was  overlooked,  he  should  request  copies  at  once. 

With  this  D.  L.,  each  inspector  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  "booklet  en- 
titled: "Oregon  Standards  for  Grading,  Packing,  Certification  raid  Package  of 
Apples,  Pears  and  Other  Pru.it s,  and  Potatoes." 

ROBERT  BIER, 
Supervising  Inspector 


' STANDARDIZATION  AND  RESEARCH 


Id.    MEASURING-  LENGTH  OP  CELERY 

The  length  of  a  celery  stalk  should  be  measured  from  the  place  where  the 
main  root  is  cut  off  to  a  point  which  represents  the  average  length  of  the 
longest  branches  and  leaves. 

R.  R.  PAIL THORP, 
Specialist  in  Standardisation 


REGULATORY  ACTIVITIES 


le.    AMEITDlZhlT  NO.  2  UNDER  RULES  OP  P.A.C.  ACT 

With  this  D.  L.,  each  technical  employee  in  the  field  will  receive'  a 
copy  of  the  mimeographed  Amendment  No.  2  to  Service  and  Regulatory  Announce- 
ments No.  121,  relating  to  the  P.A.C .  Act.    This  is  a  series  of  important  trade 
terms  and  definitions,  with  which  all  our  employees  should  be  familiar.  The 
amendment  should  be  carefully  studied  by  all. 

P.  G.  ROBE, 
In  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch. 


506. 


Division  Lett er,  August  31,.  1  >31 


SMPOBARY  KhAD^JARggRS  OF  SEIPPIITG-POIHT  INSPECTION  WORK 


State 


Supervisor 


Products 


Approximate  date  of 


Opening     I  Closing 


PORTO  RICO: 


DELAWARE 


I!®  IAEA: 


ILLINOIS: 


MIMESOTA: 


WASKI1TGTOI 


VI2G-r.iL',: 


ARKANSAS 


WIST  VIRGINIA} 


A.  S.  Mason, 

4  03  Ochoa  Bldg. 
San  Juan,  P.  R. 

P.  S.  Zimmerman, 
c/o  St-te  Board  of  Agr., 
Dover,  Del. 

J.  E.  Di'Ckerson, 

County  Agent's  Office, 
V incennes ,   Ind . 

11.  A.  Russell, 
Anna  Hotel, 
Anna,  111. 

G.  W.  Christenson, 
303  Gorhatn  Bldg., 
Minneapol is ,  Minn . 

W.  A.  Hilgeson, 

Oouai;  House, (Box  190) 
Wenatchee,  Wash. 

T.  W.  Ayres, 

1030  State  Office  Bldg. 
Richmond,  Va. 

G.  W.  Winfrey, 
Springdalc,  Ark. 

J.  J.  Gardner, 

Shenandoah  Bank  Bldg., 
Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 


Citrus 


Apples 


Perches 

Peaches 

Potatoes 

Apples 

Peaches 

Grapes 
Apples 


April  1 

July  1 

Aug.  13 

Aug.  13 

.  Aug;.  .  15 

Aug.  15 

Aug.  17 

Aug.  30 
Aug.  30 


LTov.  1 


Sept.  1 


Sept .  1 


Sept.  3 


Sept.  30 


Feb.  1 


Sept.  5 


S  ept .  5 


'..rov.  7 


Reports  on  the  following  products  can  he  obtained  from  offices  indicated 

Missouri  potatoes  P.  M.  Lyle,  Kansas  City  office 

Iowa  products  R.C.  Lindstrom,  Des  Moines  office 

Kentucky  products  T«  C.  Curry,  Louisville  office 

Massachusetts  onions.  .0.  A.  MclTiff,  Springfield  office 

Ohio  products  M,  W.  Baker,  Columbus  office 

Indiana  onions  Federal-State  Inspection,  Warsaw,  Ind. 
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RBCEIVIHG-POIITT  I  ITS  PE  C  T I  PITS  PUR  1 1"G  JULY ,  1931- 


'  T  ii &T)  p f*  'h  1  n  n 

Tn  sdpc  t  i  on  s 

Decl ined 

Dotal 

Q  0  rp  p   M  n  Ti  f".  "h 

f*J  <L                 AVI  W  11  U  .Li. 

for 

f OT  1 pck 

Total 

Mar  Ice  t  s 

Insnecti  oris 

lP^O 

Carriers 

of  t  im© 

Fee  s 

Atlanta 

S3 

81 

3 

0. 

$35U.OO 

Baltimore 

70 

••GO 

3 

0 

278.00 

Birmingham 

6 

0 

0 

22.50 

Boston 

592 

U28 

75 

2,182.78 

Buffalo 

33 

32 

1 

0 

1H0.3U 

Chicago 

250 

90 

6  - 

U 

1,022.29 

Cincinnati 

U6 

0 

0 

2H  1.5U 

Cleveland 

132 

50 

22 

0 

SSI.58 

Colunous 

25 

31 

0 

0 

1H0.12 

Dallas 

6  ' 

- 

1 

0 

U5.39 

Denver 

26 

27 

1 

0 

100.50 

Des  Moines 

9 

— 

0 

0 

39. So 

Detroit 

85 

98 

0 

0 

3)11.00 

Fort  Worth 

10 

5 

0 

0 

61.15 

Harr is burg 

7 

5 

0 

5 

36.98 

Indianapolis 

27 

25 

0 

0 

113.6U 

Jacksonville 

3 

0 

0 

1*9.08 

Kansas  City- 

75 

U9 

55 

1 

279.3s 

Los  Angeles 

0 

0 

0 

.00 

Louisville 

7 

0 

0 

26.50 

Memphis 

65 

m 

58 

0 

259.50 

Milwaukee 

270 

226 

72 

0 

1,022.35 

Minneapolis 

3^ 

21 

0 

0 

139.00 

Newark 

81 

95 

8 

1 

321.76 

Mew  Haven 

70 

21 

3 

357.89 

New  Orleans 

125 

155 

18 

0 

213.00 

Hew  York 

582 

925 

285 

1 

3,557.91 

Norfolk 

3 

0 

0 

lU.co 

Omaha 

39 

31 

27 

5 

1H6.15 

Philadelphia 

138 

179 

10 

3 

606.3)4 

Pittsburgh 

165 

21k 

15 

1 

725.95 

Portland 

5 

5 

0 

0 

33.50 

Providence 

IS 

1+ 

0 

0 

78.50 

Rochester 

31 

15  ' 

0 

3 

1U1.06 

St.  Louis 

go 

127 

20 

0 

317.37 

Salt  Lake 

2 

ft 

0 

0 

6.5c- 

San  Francisco 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7r  190.00 

Scranton 

1* 

0 

0 

U  .00 

Seattle 

!+ 

2 

0 

0 

17.00 

Spr ingf ield 

11 

0 

199.52 

Toledo 

33 

5 

0 

1 

I36.2S 

±-  Gil  0  U  11 

1 

■7 

u 

0 

U.00 

Tulsa 

6 

0 

0 

62. 08 

Washington 

53  . 

21. 

K 

2 

3^2.37 

Wilkes-Barre 

33 

27 

3 

0 

131.00 

TOTAL 

3372 

303*5 

1072 

105  1S3.U0 

#  This  covers  cost  of  British  Export  certificates 

*  This  office  opened  July  27,    133 1. 

The  following  inspections  were  made 

Food  Terminal  at  Cleveland: -Total  2,7l6 
1,033  Pennsylvania,  122  Kroger' s. 


under  agreement  with  the 
1,227  Nickel  Plate,  80 


Northern  Ohio 
B.&  0.,  21  Sri©, 
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INSPECTIONS  FOR  THE  NAVY  AND  IvU-lR IITE '  CORPS  BURING  JULY,  1931 


1 


ALL  FIGURES  IE  THESE  COLUMNS  REPRESENT  POUNDS 

Symbols  :- 

"Cuts"  made 

Items 

N-NAVY 

Fruits  and 

Fru.it  s  and 

TOTAL 

to  comply 

Billed 

M~MARIN3 

Vegetables 

Vegetables 

QUANTITY 

with  speci- 

Short- 

CORPS 

PASSED 

REJECTED 

INSPECTED 

fications 

vve  i  :ht 

STATIONS 

N  M 

N  M 

N  M 

N  M 

N  11 

GREAT  LAKES 

151U93 

39767 

1S1260 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  | 

!IS7i/PORT 

SO6757 

25639 

83^+36 

2629 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

HEW  YORK 

27251s 

12605 

2S5123 

590 

0 

57983 

35s 

58341 

0 

0 

NORFOLK 

72725 

0 

72725 

0 

0 

:  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 

327S13 

6570 

3344  S3 

.  1129 

0 

31610 

116 

31726 

:  95 

0 

SAN  DIEGO 

.  637156 

3799 

640955 

1218 

0 

661+25 

0 

66425 

50 

0 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

•  17SOOO 

10000 

:  issooo 

:  0 

0 

;  4sooo 

1600 

:  49600 

:  0 

0 

SAII  PEDRO 

:  531814 

16025 

:  547  S39 

454 

0 

:  0 

0 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

VALLEJO 

■  26666S 

1799S 

i  284666 

:  538 

0 

;  35037 

7S2 

:  35S19 

:  100 

WASHIiTGTOlT 

:    "  185U4 

30 

.  1857*4 

0 

0 

:  0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

TOTALS 

!  326362S 

132433 

3396061 

:  655s 

'  239055 

2S56 

241911 

245 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  POP  U.S.  SHIPPING  BOARD 

NEW  YORK 

6621 

0 

6621 

0 

0 

PPILADELP.:iA 

;  uuis 

0 

:  4418 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

!      11039  : 

0 

:  11039 

:  0 

<J 

INSPECTIONS  I 

iADS  FOR  U.S.  VI 

3TERA1TS '  HOSPITAL 

CHICAGO 

.  12b910 

7ll60 

;  19S070 

0 

0 

GREAT  LAKES 

:     56565  j 

30SO 

:  59645 

:  0 

0 

MILWAUKEE 

i     172U9  : 

1767 

i  19016 

:  0 

0 

SEW  YORK 

i    227917  : 

16264 

244181 

0 

0 

PHILADELPHIA 

:     7799S  : 

9462 

87^60 

:  0 

0 

ST.  LOUIS 

:     3S623  : 

6so 

39303 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

:  545262 

1024 13 

647675 

0 

0 

■I 


The  New  York  office  also  inspected  the  following:  Fruits 

United  Strtes  Lines    I5SH59 

Maris  on  S.  S.  Line   II676 

Dollar  Line  

American  France  Line   

American  Diamond  Line   

American  Brazil  Line  

Columbia  S.  S.  Line   


Vegetables  Rejections 


£32 


7025 
196' 
1538 


360941 

6331 

38316 

25^3 

607U0 

1393 

23799 

422 

2U169 

392 

-  659 

40 

4106 

390 

512730 

11511 

■■  •  .    •  215020 

The  San  Pedro  office  also  inspected  3,556  lbs.  bread;  16,210  lbs.  butter,  and  2,370 
lbs.  cheese  for  the  Navy.    The  Vallejo  office  inspected  28,132  lbs.  bread  for  the 
Npvy. 
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OF? ICE  NOTES: 

R.  C.  Butner,  Supervisor  of  Inspection,  is  spending  this  entire  week  on 
vacation  at  Atlantic  City,  N.J.    He  expects  to  be  "back  on  Monday. 

R.  R.  Pailthorp  expects  to  go  to  Berryville,  Va.,  this  Saturday  for  the 
picnic  given  by  former  Governor  Harry  F.  Byrd,  which  is  attended  annually  by 
large  numbers  of  fruit  growers  and  shippers,     Mr.  Pailthorp  will  discuss  the 
U.  S.   grades  for  apples. 

Wm.  I.  Leigh  spent  the  first  part  of  this  week  at  Warsaw,  Va.,  and  vicin- 
ity, assisting  licensed  inspectors  in  the  application  of  the  grades  for  cannery 
tomatoes.    About  UO  inspectors  are  working  in  that  territory  and  another  40  in 
vicinity  of  Saston,  Md. 

C.  R.  Newton,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  left  Washington  on  Monday  for  an 
investigational  trip  in  the  interest  of  the  enforcement  of  the  P.A.C.  Act.  he 
expects  to  visit  Atlanta,  Memphis,  New  Orleans,  Fort  Worth,  Houston,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  and  Miami,  Fla. 

An  annual  gathering  of  farmers,  interested  particularly  in  fruit  growing, 
will  be  held  this  Saturday  at  Sudbury,  Mass.    Between  200  and  J>00  persons  are 
expected  to  attend,  and  the  gathering  will  be  addressed  by  W.  F.  Plummer,  in 
charge  of  our  Boston  inspection  office.    He  will  talk  on  the  U.S.  grades  for 
apples . 

J.  J.  (hrdner  left  Pittsburgh  last  Wednesday  evening  and  has  located  in 
the  Shenandoah  Bank  Bldg.,  Martlnsburg,  W.  Va.,  which  will  be  his  field  head- 
quarters during  supervision  of  the  apple  inspection  work  at  shipping  points  in 
West  Virginia.    He -will  conduct  a  training  class  for  inspectors  during  the  next 
week  or  two. 

L.  C.  Carey  md  T.  C.  J.  Baker  have  returned  from  their  recent  field 
trips  in  the  interest  of  work  on  standard  containers  for  fruits  and  vegetables. 

H.  T.  Longino,  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  in  Texas,  arrived  at  Austin 
on  Wednesday  cf  this  week,  and  on  Thursday  he  assisted  with  the  work  at  the 
Navasota  grading  school  in  Grimes  County,  Texas. 

P.  T.  Baden,   inspector  in  Detroit,  began  his  annual  leave  this  week. 
W.  E.  Phillips,  who  v/as  substituting  in  Milwaukee,  has  now  gone  to  Detroit  to 
handle  the  work  in  that  market  during  Mr.  Baden's  absence. 

George  E.  Prince,  who  supervises  the  inspection  work  in  South  Carolina, 
is  no ¥7  on  two  weeks'  vacation. 

Announcement  has  been  received  of  the  birth  of  a  son,  Richard  Joseph,  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  V.  D.  Callanan  on  July  31,     The  announcement  came  from  Turlock, 
Calif.    Mr.  Callanan  was  formerly  a  member  of  our  market-news  staff. 

W.  J.  Bertush  has  completed  his  shipping-point  inspection  work  on  eastern 
Tennessee  peaches  and  returned  to  his  headquarters  in  Chicago.    He  has  now  pro- 
ceeded to  Minneapolis,  where  he  is  substituting  for  R.  M.  Ferguson,  who  is  on 
annual  1 e av e . 
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la.    A  REPORT  PIT  TP:  VI  RECEIPTS  I  IT  19  CITIES  DURIgg  1930 

Recently  the  Unload  Reports  section  in  Washington  released  for  distribu- 
tion a  26-paged  mimeographed  report  entitled?    Truck  Receipts  of  Fresh  Fruits 
and  Vegetables  in  19  Cities  During  193©."    The  markets  covered  are  - 

Atlanta  Denver  ITew  Orleans  San  Francisco 

Baltimore  Indianapolis       ITew  York  City  St.  Louis 

Boston  Kansas  City         Philadelphia  Seattle 

Chicago  Los  Angeles         Portland  Washington 

Cleveland  Minneapolis         Salt  Lake  City 

The  tabulations  for  each  city  are  on  the  basis  of  products  and  originat- 
ing States.    All  figures  are  reduced  to  carlot  equivalents,  and  the  total  for 
the  19  markets  is  126,25+3  carloads.    However,  these  figures  are  incomplete  for 
many  cities  and  they  cover  only  part  of  the  year  in  certain  markets.    If  all 
reports  were  complete  and  for  the  entire  12  months,  the  total  receipts  by  truck 
would  doubtless  be  much  greater  than  126,000  carloads. 

2a.    GAEjjED  GOODS  GRADING  PROJECT  KEPT  BUSY 

Under  present  arrangements,  the  samples  of  canned  fruits  and  vegetables 
which  are  submitted  to  the  Veterans'  Bureau,  accompanying  bids  for  its  quarterly 
requirements,  are  sent  to  this  Division  for  cutting  and  grading.    Bids  were  sub- 
mitted for  the  current  quarter  by  a  large  number  of  concerns,  with  the  result 
that  Paul  M.  Williams  and  his  assistants  in  the  Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Grading  Project  have  been  literally  swamped  with  work  and  remained  on  duty  prac- 
tically all  day  Saturday  and  Sunday,  August  22  and  23. 

This  grading  work  for  Government  institutions  and  for  commercial  appli- 
cants has  outgrown  the  limited  space  devoted  to  Mr.  Williams1  work  under  the 
U.S.  Warehouse  Act,  and  active  preparations.-;;  are  under  way  to  move  the  Project 
into  the  quarters  recently  devoted  to  research  work  on  tobacco  in  the  Linworth 
PLace  Building.    This  will  bring  the  new  Project  into  closer  contact  with  the 
rest  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  than  has  been  possible  in  the  past. 

With  respect  to  the  work  of  this  new  Project  in  the  field,  it  is  of  much 
interest  to  note  that  the  first  certificates  were  issued  last  week  a,t  the  field 
office  recently  established  at  Easton,  Md.,  and  at  the  Tulsa,  Okla.,  office. 
It  is  expected  that  active  work  will  soon  begin  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  at  a. 
branch  office  to  be  opened  about  September  15  in  Chicago. 


110  DIVISI017  LETTER  WILL  BE  ISSUED  FOR  1IEXT  FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  k 
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ID.    H I CZ I G-AIT  APPLE  HARVEST  DELAYED  BY . UNFAVORABLE  MARKETS 

"The  Baches s  apple  crop  in'  Michigan  .matured  as  early  as  expected,  hat 
harvesting  has  teen  delayed  on  account  of  market  conditions.    There  is  practi- 
cally no  demand  for  sumei1  apples  and,  as  yet,  the  crop  is  still  on  the  trees 
or  the  ground*    Some  carlots  end  more  tracklots  will  move,  "but  most  of  the 
Duchess  crop  will  "be  abandoned.    Bushel  baskets  of  'A'  grade  2~l/2  inches  up 
Duchess  are  now  moving  over  the  Benton  Harbor  market  on  a  wagonload-cash-to- 
growers  basis  at  UO^-55^,  mostly  U0^~50^>  end  one  or  two  carlots  on- an •f.o.b. 
usual-terms  basis  for  the  same  grade  have  moved  at  60^-70^.    A  better  situation 
is  expected  when  the  first  fall  varieties  start  moving  next  week." 

\  ■     .   (R.  E.  Keller,  Benton  Harbor,  Aug.  22) 


2b.    RECEITT  HEWS  EROM  ST.iTE  OE  T7ASKIITC-T0IT 

"Export  orders  for  Washington's  apple  crop  are  being  received  more  freely 
this  fall  than  they  were  up  to  a  corresponding  date  last  year, according  to  fig- 
ures compiled  by  some  leading  shippers.    This  condition  is  gratifying  in  view 
of  serious  economic  conditions  in  many  parts  of  the  world.    Dealers  and  e;;port~ 
ers  contend  that  it  is  a  favorable  reflection  of  confidence  which  has  been 
created  by  northwestern  fru.it  in  the  world  markets. 

"Picking  of  Bartlett  pears  in  the  Yakima  Valley  and  Uenatchee  Valley  is 
rapidly  drawing  to  an  end.    Picking  and  packing  of  the  Rogue  River  Bosc  pear 
crop  has  started,  and  -d'Anjous  will  follow.    The  Washington  Bartlett  pear  'mar- 
ket is  holding  steady,  with  a  slightly  better  demand  developing.    The  smaller 
city  markets  are  u.sing  northwestern  pears  rather  freely. 

"The  peach  harvest  in  Yakima  district  is  being  delayed  by  cool  nights. 
The  blackberry  movement  from  the.  Puyallup  district  is  receiving  most  attention 
of  western  ".'ashington  shippers,  lettuce  being  restricted  to  mixed  carlots, 
green  peas  being  practically  unavailable,  and  such  items  as  cabbage,  celery  and 
cauliflower  being 'largely  used  by  local  consumers."  (T'. R.Hall,  Seattle,  Aug.  13) 

3b.    CHA1TGES  OH  "ELT"  PAGE  OE  CODE 

Effective  September  U,  please  change  the  following  symbols  on  the  "KU" 
(Cantaloupes)  page  of  the.  code  as  indicated:- 


Change 

EG-      3s  &  3s 

to  read 

3s 

to 

5s 

EJ      3s  &  Ss' 

ii 

ii 

3s 

to 

6s 

EM     Us  &  6s 

it 

ii 

Us 

to 

6s 

Ell     Us  ii  Ss 

ii 

it 

Us 

to 

Ss 

EQ,      5s  &  Ss 

ii 

it 

5s 

to 

Ss 

ET      5s  &  5s 

ii 

ii 

5s 

to 

EX      6s  &  Ss 

ii 

n 

6's 

te 

Ss 

EY      6s  &  9s 

ii 

ii 

6s 

to 

9s 

change  on  the 

same 

page 

of 

the 

code 

offices  yesterday,  to  become  effective  August  31* 

Make    UE  -  Hales  Best  and  Perfectos,-  instead  of  Salmon  Tints  &Perfectos. 
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Ub .     IMPORTANT  HOTES  OH  COLORADO  CROPS 

"The  peach  crop  on  the  Western  Slope  of  Colorado  looks  unusually  good 
this  season,  with  an  estimated  production  around  Palisade  and  Grand  Junction  of 
2,000  carloads.    The  trees  were  pruned  back  well;  they  show  a  heavy  set  of  good 
color  and  well  sized.    The  Elberta  movement  this  season  is  about  one  week  behind 
normal.    The  perk  movement  will  probably  be  September  2  or  3« 

"The  pear  movement  from  western  Colorado  has  slackened  somewhat  tempora- 
rily until  the  second  picking  is  ready  to  s.tart.    The  quality  of  the  pear  crop 
is  only  fair  to  ordinary,  with  much  of  the  stock  misshapen  and  of  irregular 
quality  as  a  result  of  hail  injury.    Combi nation- grade  Bartletts  were  reported 
selling  around  65^  per  bushel,  f.o.b.  usual  terms. 

"Cooler  weather  with  occasional  showers  has  improved  conditions  for  green 
peas,  so  that  shipments  will  be  heavier  than  anticipated  two  weeks  ago.  Prices 
have  advanced  this  week,  with  demand  fairly  good.    The  cauliflower  movement  is 
ahead  of  last  season,  with  practically  all  of  the  movement  to  date  from  the  San 
Luis  Valley.    Potato  prices  have  declined,  with  growers  receiving  around  50^ 
per  cwt .  0:1  the  Western  Slope  for  Ho.  1  Cobblers." 

(Bryce  Morris,  Denver,  August  22) 


5b.    ADDITIONAL  SUMMARIES  DISTRIBUTED 

This  past  week,  three  additional  summaries  of  field  deals  have  been  dis- 
tributed as  follows 

"Marketing  Western  Hew  York  and  Pennsylvania  Grapes,  1330  Season,"  by 
R.  L.  Sutton,  L.  D.  Spink  and  A.  L.  Thomas. 

"Marketing  Michigan  Peaches  and  Pears,  193O  Season,"  by  R.  E.  Keller. 

"Marketing  Michigan  Grapes.,  I33O  Season,"  by  R.  E.  Keller. 

6b.     CHAHGES  III  WASH  I1TGT  OH  POTATO  GRADES 

The  following  item  is  taken  from  the  northwestern  Weekly  Market  Review, 
published  at  the  Portland  office  on  August  17:- 

Changes  in  Washington  potato  grades  were  worked  out  at  a  meeting  of 
growers  in  Yakima  recently*    Culls  may  be  shipped  when  placed  in  25- pound  bags 
and  the  word  "culls"  printed  in  two-inch  letters  on  both  sides  of  the  sack.  The 
U.  S.  grades  will  remain  unchanged  but  Washington  Combination  will  be  changed 
to  require  at  least  50$  Ho.  1  stock  instead  of  75$  as  heretofore.    Hot  more  than 
Gfo  defects  of  Ho.  2  grade  will  be  allowed.    The  new  marketing  requirement  will 
take  effect  beginning  September  1. 

7b.    MISSOURI  AHD  KAHSAS  POTATO  HEWS 

"The  potato  movement  from  the  Orrick  and  Kaw  Valley  districts  was  de- 
layed by  rains  last  week,  and  since  that  time  little  activity  has  been  reported. 
Potatoes  from  the  Orrick  section  go  largely  to  the  St.  Louis  and  Chicago 
markets.    Kaw  Valley  shipments  -consist  almost  entirely  of  combination-grade 
and  U.S.  Ho.  2's,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  them  goeqfco  Texas  markets. 

"Reports  of  the  number  of  cars  remaining  to  be  shipped  vary  widely, - 
from  300  to  1+00  cars  in  the  Kaw  Valley  section  and  from  100  to  200  in  the 
Orrick  section,    ^his  variation  is  due  somewhat  to  the  larger  volume  which  may 
be  handled  by  trucks,  in  case  prices  do  not  show  an  advance.     In  spite  of 
rainy  weather,  local  arrivals  here  in  Kansas  City  are  fairly  free  from  dirt." 

(W.  D.  Googe,  Kansas  City,  August  25) 
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Sh .    COLORADO  CAMAL0UP5  liOYSMM  I  H  FULL  SOTG 

"The  heavy  movement  of  Colorado  cantaloupes  is  now  under  way. 
Daily  output  is  not  expected    to  go  as  high  as  last  year, ■•  when  peak  of  the 
season  amounted  to  13.2  cars  on  September  2,  hut  loadings  last  week  and  this 
week  will  probably  he  the  most  literal  of  any  time  during  the  shipping  period. 
Some  of  the  late  plantings  have  "been  seriously  affected  by  a  deficiency  of 
irrigation  water  and  rainfall,  and  some  were  partially  or  entirely  ruined  hy  j 
a  localized  hailstorm  on  August  20.    The  later  settings  on  the  crops  now. 
maturing  may  not  develop  shipping  stock,  on  account  of  lack  of  soil  moisture. 
Altogether  the  indications  are  that  the  September  movement  will  be  very  light. 

"While  carlot  shipments  are  not  excessive  and  track  holdings  in  city 
markets  do  not  reach  the' high  figures  shown  earlier  in  the  sumoor, , the  truck 
receipts  in  most  markets  seriously  hamper  those  who  are  interested  in  mar- 
keting the  Colorado  crop,  and  shippers  are  looking  hopefully  for  a  curtailment 
in  the  truck  movement  in  eastern  States,    prices  so  far  have  been  unsatis- 
factory."    (E.  G.  Risser,  Rocky  Ford,  August  34) 

9b,    AIT  IHTERSSTIHG  REPORT  Oil  MIIOiSSOTA  POTATOES 

"Recent  news  from  the  Red  River  Valley  indicates  first  loadings  of 
potatoes  in  that  section  around  September  1,  with  active  digging  by  the  10th 
of  the  month.    Brokers  and  dealers  from  that  section,  visiting  in  Minneapolis 
over  the  past  few  days,  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Valley  will  have  a  large 
crop,  with  quality  probably 'average  or  better.    Sample's  of  Red  River  potatoes 
brought  here  this  morning  were  large  and  of  good  type,  but  samples  may  be  no 
criterion. 

"The  peat  lands  of  central  and  northern  Minnesota  appear  to  have  a 
normal  crop  of  potatoes  in  sight.    Sandland  territory,  as  stated  in  a  previous 
letter,  has  a  generally  poor  crop  this  year,  both  as  to  size  and  yield,  as 
well  as  to  quality.    Local  shippers  are  how  attempting  to  do  a  little  business. 
AH  of  the  potatoes  I  have  personally  viewed  at  the  sorting  tables  in  Minne- 
apolis have  been  of  small  size  and  poor  quality.    Shippers  are  not  yet  com- 
pelled to  work  under  the  requirements  of  the  State  tagging  law;  so  they  are 
not  attempting  to  moke  a  grade  on  the  local  potatoes  but  are  shipping  mostly 
field-run.    Shippers  have  been  paying  growers  per  cwt .  for  these 

stocks.    T>_is  is  a  losing  proposition  for  the  farmers,  as  their  yields  are 
running  only  around  ]40  or  50  bushels  to  the  acre. 

"The  Twin  Cities  market  at  present  is  a  good  outlet  for  western  pota- 
toes.   Homegrown  stock  is  so  small  that  the  trade  is  able  to  sell  Colorado, 
Utah,  Idaho  and  Washington  potatoes  freely  at  x^rices  that  average  about 
double  those  received  for  homegrown  Early  Chios. 

"Southern  Minnesota  onions  are  reported  to  be  generally  small  this 
season,  probably  as  a  resu.lt  of  the  hot,  dry  weather  in  July.    Dealers  here 
anticipate  a  good  winter  market  for  largo-sized  stock,  especially  western 
Valer.cias.      Local  cabbage,  usually  ample  to  care  for  local  market  require- 
ments, is  scarce  this  year  and  of  low  quality,  so  that  carlot  receipts  are 
still  finding  a  fairly  good  outlet  here."     (l.  C.  Tate,  Minneapolis,  ,Aug.2H) 

10b.    SALIMS-gATSOITVILLS  LETTUCE  M0V3HEITT  has  been  increasing,  according  , to 
a  report  from  L.  H.  Howard,  at  Salinas.    Active  demand,  high  prices  and  im- 
proved growing  weather  were  factors  tending  to  increase  the  shipments.  This 
crop  has  ranked  as  a  leading  money-maker  among  the  various  crops  in  California. 

-3.  C.  BORES,  Specialist  in  Market  Hews. 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


Stations 


Mail 
List 


In  Charge 


Reports 


Ilrst 


FRES1T0,  CALIF.** 

212  Holland  Bldg. 


R0CKYF0PJ3,  COLO. 

BEFTOH  HARBOR,  MICH.** 
205  P.  0.  Bldg. 


ROCHESTER,  17.  Y.** 
310  Triangle  Bld^ 


919 


821 


838 


837 


A.  E.  Prugh 


R.  G.  'Risser 


R.  E.  Keller 


R.  L.  Sutton 


:  Grapes 

July 

22  ; 

:  Cant  s . 

Aug. 

19  j 

[  Apples 

Aug. 

20  : 

:  Pears 

:  Aug. 

31  j 

;  Peaches 

Sept. 

1  : 

■  Grapes 

Sept . 

1  ■ 

•  Onions 

Sept . 

8  : 

|  Potatoes 

Oct . 

7  ■ 

; • Pears 

Sept . 

1  : 

•  Apples 

Sept . 

1  ! 

■  Onions- 

Sept . 

1  • 

:  Carrots  . 

Sept . 

1  • 

:  Cabbage 

Sept . 

1  : 

•  Celery 

Sept . 

1  : 

•  Peaches  ; 

Sept . 

8  : 

'  Grapes.  ■ 

Sept . 

23:' 

:  Potatoes! 

Oct. 

■5  ! 

Probably 
fill  Close 


ITov .  7 


Sept.  12 


Oct.  2k 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  19 
Oct.  2k 
Oct.  2U 
Oct.  2k 

Vjbv.  7 
May  21 
Apr.  9 
May  21 
Mar.  26 
Jan.  9 
Oct.  3 
Oct.  31 
May  21 


PRESQUE  ISLE 

ME.** 

i  SU2 

v. 

H. 

ilicholson:  Potatoes , 

Sept. 

10; 

Apr 

.  30 

WAUPACA,  T7IS 

.** 

A. 

M. 

McDowell  ;Pu^.voes 

Sep^ . 

iii 

Mar 

.  26 

MARTIHSBURG, 

Wj  VA. 

:  S35 

R. 

M. 

Peterson  j Apples 

Sept . 

114; 

Oct 

•  31 

IDAHO  FALLS, 

IDAHO 

i  m 

R. 

n 

^  • 

Risser      : Potatoes 

Sept . 

17; 

May 

7 

W.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Portland 

R.  M.  Peterson  in  Baltimore 

H.  F.  WillsoH  in  Cincinnati 

J .  D.  Hamilton  returned  to  Portland 


V.  H.  Ilicholson  on  leave 
J.  B.  Owens  in  Boston 
A.  M.  McDowell  in  Chicago 
W.  D.  Googe  in  Kansas  City 
H.  E.  Rutland  at  Shin  Pond,  Me. 


FIELD  MBli-j  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes  in 

this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date.  y/ 

-   The  f ol^"o^7iiTg::!^,tion  clog.es  on  date  indicated;  


WALLA  ^ALhA^iigH^^ 


.939  I    J.  D.  Hamilton    j  Prunes 


Aug.  13  '  Au. 


&  J 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc.    USE  TSRM--"0?S1T  U&SE  PISER"  TO  DESCRIBE  ONION  SACKS 

it  has  "been  called  to  our  attention  that  the  word  "saxolin"  is  "sometimes 
used  on  inspection  certificates  to  indicate  open,  mesh  bags.    As  "saxolin" -is  a 
private  brand  an(3_  n0t  a  kind  of  material,  this  term  is  not  appropriate.  Onions 
are  usually  shipped  in  one  of  the  following  kinds  of,  sacks: 

(1)  Open  mesh  fiber  sacks 

(2)  Open  mesh  "burlap  sacks 
'(3)  Burlap  sacks 

The  use  of  these  terms  will  describe  practically  every  kind  of  a  sack 
in  which  onions  are  shipped.     Inspectors  should  have  no  difficulty  in  distin- 
guishing between  the  open  mesh  fiber  and  the.  open  mesh  burlap  sacks,  because 
of  the  difference  in  the  materials  used  in  their  manufacture. 

2c.    TERM  "NEW  POTATOES"  HOT  APPROPRIATE  POE  LATE  STOCK 

Some  inspectors  are  still  using  the  term  "new  potatoes"  on  stock  from 
New  Jersey  and  Long  Island,    ^his  term  is  appropriate  for  potatoes  from  the 
South  early  in  the  season,  when  old  potatoes  are  still  on  the  market,  but  at 
this  time  of  the  year  potatoes  are  usually  "fairly  well  matured"  or  are  "well 
matured,"  and  one  of  these  terms  should  be  used.    The  term  "new  potatoes"  is 
not  applicable  to  early  shipments  from  the  northern  States.    See  Par.  37  under 
Potatoes  in  the  Inspectors'  Handbook. 

3c    GEO WEBS 1  MARKS  BiPOBTAHT 

It  sometimes  happens  that  one  or  two  growers'  marks  in  a  car  of  produce 
show  different  conditions  from  the  remainder  of  the  load.    Under  such  circum- 
stances, it  is  highly  important  to  report  these  marks  or  growers'  names'  sepa- 
rately 0111  the  inspection  certificate.    A  large  cooperative  organization  has 
mo.de  a  spesial  request  for  information  of  this  kind,  in  order  to  check  ^^p  and 
settle  properly  with  different  growers.    Do  not  overlook  this  point. 

He.     C0ITEEEE1TCE  OP  SUPERVISING  IIISPSCTORS  IN  WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

On  the  coming  Saturday,  August  29,  a  conference  of  Supervising  Inspec- 
tors will  bo  held  in  the  Washington  office.  The  interpretation  of  the  new 
apple  grades  will  be  the  main  subject  for  consideration,  and  attention  will 
be  given  to  other  matters  relating  to  shipping-point  inspection  work. '  In  addi- 
tion to  Washington  representatives  of  the  Inspection  Service  and  the  Standardi- 
zation Project,  the  following  are  expected  to  attend  this  meeting:- 

f.  C.  Hackl eman,  ITew  York  City  D.  M,  Janes,  Pennsylvania 

P.  So  Kinsey,  Hew  England  S.  B.  Shaw,  Maryland 

W.  C.  Lynn,  "Jew  Jersey  T.  W.  Ayrcs,  Virginia 

P.  S.  Zimmerman,  Delaware  J.  J.  Gardner,  West  Virginia 


Eo  C.  BUT1TER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  OE  SH! 

[PPING-POINT  INSPECTION.  WORK 

Approximate,  date  of 

State 

.  Supervisor 

Products 

Opening 

Closing 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason, 

U02  Ochoa  Bldg. 
San  Juan,  P.  R. 

'  Citru.s 

[  April  1 

I  Nov.  1 

DELAWARE : 

E.  S.  Zimmerman, 

c/o  State  Board  of  Agr. 
Dover,  Del. 

:  Apples 

j  July  1 

;  Oct.  1 

MINNESOTA:  : 

G.  W.  Cliristenson, 
3°2  Gorham  Bldg., 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Potatoes 

:  Aug.  15 

j  Sept.  20 

WASHINGTON: 

W.  A.  Hilgeson, 

Court  House,   (Box  190) 
Wenatchee,  Wa^h. 

Apples 

:  Aug.  15 

j  Feb.  1 

VIRGINIA: 

T.  1.  Ayres, 

1030  State  Office  Bldg. 
Richmond,  Va. 

■  Peaches 

:  Aug.  17 

Sept .  5 

ARKANSAS : 

G.  W.  Winfrey, 
Springdale,  Ark. 

;  Grapes 

Aug.  20 

Sept.  5 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

J.  J.  Gardner, 

:  Apples 

Aug.  20 

Nov.  7 

Shenandoah  Bank  Bldg., 
Mart  inshurs?    W.  Vn. 

INDIANA: 

J.  E.  Dicker son, 
Warsaw,  Ind. 

:  Onions 

Sept .  1 

Nov .  1 5 

NEW  EITGLAinD:  : 

E.  S.  Kinsey, 
703  Appraiser's 
Stores  Bldg., 
Boston,  Mass. 

Apples 

Sept.  1  I 

Jan.  1 

Reports  on  the  following  products  can  be  obtained  from  offices  indicated: 

Iowa  products . .  ...R.  C.  Lindstrom,  Des  Moines  office 

Massachusetts  onions  . .  .■  0.  A.  MciTiff,  Springfield  office 

Ohio  products  .....M.  W.  Baker,  Columbus  office 

Illinois  peaches  M.  A.  Russell,  Chicago  office 


5c    EITCLOSURES  EOR  INSPECTORS 

With  this  D.L.,  each  inspector  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  booklet, 
"Official  Grades;  Standardization  of  Idaho  Earm  Products,  1931-32,"  and  a  copy 
of  the  grading  specifications  for  "Cris  Cringle"  brand  Christmas  trees,,  as 
published  by  the  Washington  Christmas  Tree  Association,  at  Seattle,  Wash. 

-  R.C.B, 

SEE  Par.  6c.  on  page  ^22  of  this  D.L. 
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REG-ULATORY  ACTIVITIES 


le.     IIIPORTAIIT  AMBIIDMBHPS-  TO'  REGUIATIOI-IS-  Timm  P.A.C.  AOS 

The  Acting  Secretary  of  Agriculture  approved,  under  date  of  August  20, 
Amendment  ITo.  3  to  the  regulations  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodi- 
ties Act.    This  amendment  is  not  yet  available  for  distribution  and  probably 
will  not  be  until  Amendment  ITo.        now  pending,  is  issued,  when  it  is  hoped 
to  publish  all  of  the  amendments  together. 

Amendment  ilo.  3  changes  the  definition  of  "truly  and  correctly  to 
account"  to  make  it  clear  that  the  law  relates  to  failure  to  account  for  pur- 
chases just  as  much  as  it  does  for  failure  to  account  for  consignments.  The 
change  in  this  definition  also  makes  necessary  a  change  in  the  definition  of 
"account  promptly."    The  Solicitor  of  the  Department  has  held  that  the  law 
cannot  be  construed  to  cover  the  failure  of  dealers  to  pay  brokerage  charges 
to  brokers.    The  Solicitor's  reasoning  is  that  the  law  penalizes  failure  to 
account  "to  the  person  with  whom  such  transaction  is  had"  and  that  this  langu- 
age must  be  construed  as  having  reference  to  the  buyer  and  seller  and  that, 
hence,  the  broker  is  not  a  "person  with  whom  such  transaction  is  had." 

The  third  change  is  in  the:  definition  of  "reject."    As  originally 
written,  the  definition  implied  refusal  to  accept  after  actual  physical  tender- 
ing of  the  car  at  the  destination  point.    As.it  now  stands,  notification  by 
the  buyer  that  he  will  not  abide  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  or  the  commis* 
sion  of  an  act  inconsistent  with  the  terms  of  the  contract,. or  the  omission 
of  an  act  which  may  reasonably  indicate  an  intention  not  to  accept  such  produce 
are  considered  as  rejection. 

Two  paragraphs  have  been  added  to  Regulation  J,  Section  1.    These  pro- 
vide a  shortened  procedure  under  which  the  delay  and  expense  of  a  hearing  may 
be  avoided.    The  complainant  may  file  a  sworrn  statement  of  his  side  of  the 
case,  accompanied  by  any  documentary  evidence  available.    The  respondent  is 
given  an  opportunity  to  make  a  swonn  answer  to  this  complaint  and  the  com- 
plainant nay,  then  comment  on  the  respondent's  answer.    The  statements  will 
then  be  examined  ana^  the  Secretary  will  issue  an  order,  based  on  them,  just 
as  he  issues  an  order/ on  the  records  in  the  case  of  p.  hearing.    It  is  hoped 
that  this  shortened  procedure  will  be  taken  advantage  of  by  those  in  the  trr.de. 


2e.    A  RULIHG  REGARDIIJC-  LOCAL  BUYERS 

Employees  of  our  Division  in  potato  shipping  sections  may  be  asked 
whether  local  -buyers, . operating  with  large  factors  in  the  deal  on  a  joint- 
account  or  broke.ra.ge  basis,  are  required  to  have  licenses  under  the  P.A.C. 
Act.    The  answer  is  that  they  must  have  such  licenses.    It  is  obvious  that 
those  working  on  a  brokerage  ba.sis  must  do  so,  and  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Department  has  held  that  those  working  on  joint  account  are  also  subject  to 
license.    Buyers  who  work  on  a  straight  salary  basis  need  not  be  licensed. 
Buyers  who  work  on  a  combined  salary  and  brokerage  basis  need  not  be  licensed, 
if  the  arrangement  is  such  that  the  buyer  is  a  bona  fide  employee.    The  Depart- 
ment considers  that  an  arrangement  whereby  the  buyer  is  paid  $1  per  month  and 
so  much  a  car  brokerage  does  not  constitute  him  a  bona  fide  employee  and  he 
is  subject  to  license.    Fnether  or  not  a  buyer  is  a  bona,  fide  employee  will 
have  to  be  determined  by  an  examination  of  the  facts  in  each  individual  case, 


Division Letter,  August  28,  1931 


512 


3e.    HEARINGS  TO  BE  HELD  UNDER  THE  P.A.C.  ACT 

The  following  schedule  of  public  hearings  under  the  Perishable  Agricul- 
tural Commodities  Act  has  "been  announced  by  the  Department: 


Date 

Hour 

Place 

Names  of  Parties 

Sept . 

S 

10 

A.M. 

Providence,  R.I. 

Richman  &  Samuels,  Inc.,  vs.  M. Shore 
&  Co.,  Inc. 

q 

P  Ti-'T 
i  •  iil . 

Providence,  R.I. 

C.  Mo  Holtzinger  vs.  H.  Ealk  &  Co. 

and  Jdo  1'alK  <&  oo .  vs.  Ji.  r.  u-earxn 
Brokerage  Co. 

Sept . 

11 

10 

A.M. 

~R  o  c:  4*  r\  Ti       T\fir>  a  c 
-DUovvJll,  iuast>. 

A  cry*  n  m-il                    TT,'V"r*',n  ^>  71  P'P                ~R  -    (§1   T) - 

iVait  Co. 

Sept. 

12 

10 

A.M. 

avcicl/l/j  r/iafc>b. 

jig^X  XC-U-X  UlU  dX   JKJs.Oj.idXig,c    v  ^  .    vj^j.  J-  ax 

lk 

Riccio . 

Sept . 

10 

A.M. 

TJatvt  Vnr»V   P-i  +"rr 
J.MCW    IVjLK.  vxi>y 

'Rnf  oinni»+    ^3^1^715'    A  cqn          Tri<->         v1^  TVlft 
I5UXiCoOTJ.il;    j.  dOXi-Xlig,   ii,S>  oil  .  ,     —  uu.  ,      V  o  .  J.I1C 

S.  At  Gerrard  Co.  of  New  York. 

Sept. 

15 

10 

A.M. 

1'JCW    O.UX.K.   UX  l<y 

VlCnaOC/iieO      l/iblrllOl      UUU^UldbiV  O     JiD>JJ.J.»       V  iO  « 

Sam  Berkowitz. 

Sept. 

16 

10 

A.M. 

IJew  York  City 

(same  as  just  mentioned  above) 

Sept . 

IS 

10 

A.M. 

Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Barker-Miller  Distributing  Co.  vs. 
B.  Berman. 

Sept. 

21 

10 

A.M. 

Scranton,  Pa. 

Elmer  G-.  Porter  vs.  Lackawanna  Eruit  & 
Produce  Co. 

Sept. 

22 

10 

A.M. 

Scranton,  Pa. 

E.  W.  Shields  Co.,  Inc.,  vs.  Scranton 
Produce  Co. 

Sept. 

23 

2 

P.M. 

Hazleton,  Pa. 

H.  S.  Denison  &  Co.,  vs.  J.  P.  Krapf 
and  Son. 

ke.    PRODUCE  FIRMS  POUND  GUILTY  0E  VIOLATING-  P.A.C.  ACT  v 

The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  has  recently  issued  orders  in  connection 
with  three  complaints  on  which  hearings  were  held  under  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

The  first  of  these  orders  gives  the  decision  reached  in  the  complaint 
of  Elmer  G.  Porter  of  Caywood,  N.Y.,  vs.  J.  Thomas  Burnett  of  Richmond,  Va., 
and  a  counter  complaint  filed  by  Burnett  against  Porter,    I1  his  complaint  in- 
volved a  car  of  grapes  sold  by  Porter  to  Burnett  in  September,  1930-  Upon 
arrival  of  the  car  in  Richmond,  the  respondent  rejected  it  on  the  grounds  that 
the  grapes  contained  therein  did  not  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  contract. 
The  claimant  then  sold  the  grapes  for  the  account  of  the  respondent  and  filed 
a  complaint  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act,  alleging  unjus- 
tified rejection  and  claiming  damages  in  the  sum  of  $127.55*      Burnett  in  turn 
filed  a  complaint  against  Porter,  alleging  failure  to  deliver  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  contract.    The  two  complaints  were  consolidated  and  the 
hearing  on  both  of  them  was  held  at  Richmond,  Va. 

The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  found  that  the  grapes  in  this  shipment 
did  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  contract;  that  the  respondent  'refused  to 
accept  them  without  reasonable  cause;  that  the  claimant  should  be  awarded 
damages  against  the  respondent  in  the  total  sum  of  $127.55*  an&  "that  the  facts 
constituting  such  rejection  without  reasonable  cause  should  be  published  by 
law. 

The  second  case  in  which  an  order  has  been  issued  also  involved  a 
Richmond  firm,-  the  Richmond  Eruit  and  Produce  Company.    This  complaint  was 

(continued  over) 
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filed  as  a  result  of  an  investigation  nade  by  0.  IT.  Harsha  (of  tlie  Regulatory 
Branch)  regarding  a  complaint  nade  "by  the  Connecticut  Valley  Onion  Company 
against  Burton  and  Briel,  Inc.,  involving  three  carloads  of  onions,  and  in 
connection  there^th  it  was  necessary  to  check  the  records  of  the  Richmond 
Fruit  and  Produce  Company. 

Hie  Secretary  found  that  the  Richmond  lru.it  and  Produce  Company  "failed 
and  neglected  to  keep  such  accounts  and  records  with  respect  to  the  purclmses 
above-described  as  fully  and  correctly  to  disclose  the  actual  transactions, 
in  that  payments  made  by  the  respondent  to  Burton  and  Briel,  Inc.,  were  made 
in  lump  suns  upon  an  open  and  running  account,  and  an  examination  of  its 
records  would  not  disclose  to  what  specific  purchase  any  particular  po.rtial 
payment  so  made  was  applied."  .  . 

The  Secretary  further  found  that  "it  was  respondents  practice  to  make 
partial  payments  to  Burton  and  Briel,  Inc.,  from  tine  to  .time  but  neither  would 
an  examination  of  the  check  by  which  such  partial  payments  were  mo.de,  or  an 
examination  of  any  other  record  entry  made,  disclose  to  what  specific  p'orchases 
such  partial  payments  applied.." 

The  Secretary  decided  that  the  respondent  violated  Section  9  of  the 
Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act  and  ordered  that  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances comprising  the  violation  of  such  section  by  the  respondent  be  -pub- 
lished by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  as  authorized  by  law. 

5e .    HELP  TO  LOCATE  SAM  COHEN 

The  Regulatory  Branch  desires  to  locate  Sam  Cohen,  who  formerly  was  in 
business  at  Chicago  as  Sam  Cohen  &  Company,  Inc.,  Ho.  1  South  Water  Market. 
It  has  not  been  possible  to  get.  any  response  from  Mr.  Cohen  and  it  is  not 
known  whether  he  is  still  in  Chicago  or  has  gone  elsewhere.    Anyone  having 
information  regarding  his  present  address  should  communicate  with  Mr.  Spilman, 
in  this  Division. 

P.  G.  ROBB, 
In  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch. 

OPTICS  IIOTES:- 

Mr.  Sherman,  as  well  as  Mr.  Pailthorp,  attended  the  picnic,  given  by 
.former  Governor  Harry  P.  Byrd  in  Virginia  last  Saturday.    In  spite  of  rainy 
weather,  they  report  an  attendance  exceeding  1,000  persons.    Mr.  Pailthorp 
discussed  the  U.S.  grades  for  apples  at  this  gathering. 

J.  W.  'Park. is  spending  today  in  Baltimore,  securing  information  of 
importance  in  the  revision  of  the  bulletin  on  fruit  and  produce  auctions. 

A.  R.  Spiker,  of  the  Transportation  Unit  in  Washington,  expects  to 
leave  next  week  on  a  midwestern  trip  in  the  interest  of  reports  for  various 
divisions  of  the  Bureau.    He  may  be  away  for  about  three  weeks.    J.  G.  Cross 
is  expected  back  about  September  1  from  his  trip  in  the  interest  of  reports 
from  railroads. 

Robert  Bier  spent  most  of  this  week  at  points  in  eastern  Maryland  and 
in  Delaware,  in  connection  with  the  inspection  work- on  cannery  tomatoes. 
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OFFICE  NOTES  (Continued) :- 

0.  N.  Harsha,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  and  C.  P.  Dorr,,  of  the  Solici- 
tor's Office,  plan  to  leave  Washington  next  Monday  and  make  investigations 
under  the  P.A.C.  Act  in  Philadelphia,  Trenton  and  New  York.    Conferences  also 
will  "be  held  with  U.S.  district  attorneys  in  that  territory. 

C.  D.  Shirley,  who  has  been  assisting  with  inspection  work  in  New  York 
City  and  Boston  during  the  past  few  months,  stopped  at  the  Washington  office 
the  middle  of  this  week,  en  route  to  his  headquarters  at  Houston,  Texas.  The 
Houston  inspection  office  will  "be  reopened  next  week,  and  definite  advice  as 
to  the  office  address  will  "be  given  in  the  next  issue  of  the  D.L, 

R.  L.  Sutton  was  in  the  Washington  office  a  few  days  this  week,  after 
having  "been  on  vacation.    He  has  now  proceeded  to  Rochester,  N.Y.,  where  he 
will  "be  in  charge  of  the  market,  reporting  work  this  fall  and  winter.  First 
reports  of  the  season  will  "be  issued  at  Rochester  on  September  1. 

Miss  Mary  Cecilia  Daly  has  been  associated  with  the  Market  Hews  Service 
in  the  Rochester  office  for  quite  a  number  of  years.    Announcement  has  been 
received  of  her  marriage  on  August  24  to  Mr.  Joseph  H,  Bayer,  at  Geneva,  N.Y. 
Congratulations  and  best  wishes  are  extended  the  bride  and  groom. 

F.  S.  Kinsey  arrived  in  Washington  this  morning  from  Atlanta,  where  he 
had  been  substituting  for  J,  B.  Hoover.    He  will  proceed  on  Saturday  evening 
to  Boston,  Mass,,  which  will  be  his  headquarters  during  the  period  that  he 
serves  as  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  of  shipping-point  work  in  the  Hew 
England  States.    This  new  service  will  be  inaugurated  on  apples  next  week. 
Mr.  Kinsey  can  be  addressed  at  our  Boston  inspection  office.    He  will  first 
conduct  a  training-class  for  licensed  inspectors  at  some  convenient  point  near 
Boston,  before  beginning  active  work  on  apple  shipments. 

W,  A.  Cannon,  Director  of  Markets  in  the  Texas  State  Department  of 
Agriculture,  and  H.  T.  Longino,  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  for  Texas,  are 
expected  to  come  to  Washington  next  Monday  for  a  conference  regarding  the 
standardization  and  inspection  work  in  their  State, 

M,  A,  Russell  has  completed  his  supervision  of  peach  inspections  at 
shipping  points  in  Illinois  and  has  returned  to  his  headquarters  in  Chicago. 
Low  prices  hastened  the  closingjpf  the  Illinois  peach  deal.    Telegrams  regard- 
ing further  inspections  of  these  peaches*  should  be  addressed  to  Chicago  office. 

It  is  understood  that  the  peach  inspection  work  in  southern  Indiana 
has  also  been  finished  and  that  J.  E.  Dickerson,  Supervising  Inspector,  has 
transferred  his  field  headquarters  to  Warsaw,  Ind,,  during  the  onion  season. 

W,  F.  Plummer,  in  charge  of  the  Boston  inspection  office,  is  on  annual 
leave  from  August  26  to  September  15. 

F,  M,  Lyle,  of  the  Kansas  City  inspection  office,  will  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Missouri  State  Horticultural  Society,  at  Columbia,  this  Satur- 
day and  will  give  an  address  regarding  the  U.S.  grades  for  apples. 

(over) 
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0PPICS  IT0T5S  (Continued)  : - 


J.  D.  Hamilton  will  close  the  market  news  field  station  at  Walla  Walla, 
Washington,  this  Saturday  and  return  to  Portland,  Oregon,  from  which  point  he 
will  go  on  a  week1 s  vacation.    Beginning  September  g,  Mr.  Hamilton  will  make 
numerous  field  trips  throughout  the  Pacific  ITorthwest,  for  the  purpose  of 
checking  the  f  .o.b.  reports  as  published  by  the.  Spokane  office  in  the  annual 
news  service  on  northwestern  apples.    This  field  work  was  handled  in  recent 
years  by  A.  E.  Prugh  and  R.  H.  Lamb. 

H.  S.  Stiles,  of  the  Boston  market  news  office,  will  begin  his  vacation 
next  week.    J.  B.  Owens,  who  was  substituting  at  Pittsburgh,  has  now  gone  to 
Boston  to  relieve  Mr,.  Stiles. 

A.  M.  McDowell,  who  substituted  for  A.  B.  Parlinger  in  Cleveland,  will 
proceed  to  the  Chicago  office  by  Monday  and  remain  there,  until  he  opens  the 
field  station  on  potatoes  at  Waupaca,  Wis.,  about  September  Ik. 

V.  V.  ^estgate  will  return  to  Omaha  from  his  vacation  by  next  Tuesday, 
andthen  D.  C.  Beoler,  who  has  been  substituting  for  him,  will  go  to  Cleveland, 
-.-here  he  will  assist  with  inspections  during  the  absence  of  Edgar  Krumm  on 
12  days'  leave.  •  ' 

V.  H.  ITicholson  has  reached  Pre s que  Isle,  Maine,  on  his  vacation  trip 
and  will  make  arrangements  for  the  opening  of  the  potato  office  there  by 
September  10. 

H.  P.  Willson,  who  has  been  substituting  in  the  Cincinnati  market  news 
office,  expects  to  begin,  his  own  vacation  on  September  U. 

The  LOUISVILLE,  KY . ,  office  will  move  on  September  1  to  Room  303, 
Coleman  Building,  at  309  South  Third  Street.    Please  make  this  correction  on 
all  copies  of  the  Inspection  Service  address  list.    The  Canned  Goods  Grading 
Service  will  be  located  jointly  in  these  new. quarters. 

10KDAY,  September  7,  being  Labor  Day,  will  be  observed  as  a  holiday 
in  all  offices  everywhere. 


PLEASE  REMEMBER    that  no  Division.  Letter  will  be  published  next  week. 
The  next  issue  will  be  mailed  on  Friday,  September  11. 


Sc.    CHAITGES  III  LIST  OP  PAST-DUE  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  names  should  be ', added  to.  the  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 
ST.  P.  Shapiro,  53U  Water  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn.  $1.00 

Wade  and  Newton,  San  Benito,  Texas  $10.66 

G.  A.  Dewald  &  Co.,  13  Produce  Place,  Atlanta,  Ga.    :  $U.00 

B'ateman  Fruit  Exchange,    Macon,  Ga.  $5.00 

The  following  names  should  be  taken  off  the  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 
Rio  Grande  Produce  Co.,     Ilonte  Vista,  Colo.  ;  •  $^.00 

Connecticut  Valley  Onion  Co.,      South  Deerfield,  Mass.  $5-00 

-  R.C.B. 
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la.    A  VALUABLE  REPORT  PIT  CONDITIONS  IN  PORTO  RICO 

A.  S.  Mason,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Porto  Rico,  sent  the  following 
important  information  in  a  letter  of  August  21  from  San  Juan:- 

"The  Eru.it  Growers  Improvement  Committee  has  just  completed  an  estimate 
of  the  pineapple  and  citrus  crops  on  this  island.    They  estimate  that  there 
will  be  shipped  "between  now  and  the  first  of  January  11,500  boxes  of  cultivated 
oranges,  25C,0S0  boxes  of  grapefruit,  6^,550  crates  of  pineapples,  and  approxi- 
mately 50,000  boxes  of  old-crop  grapefruit. 

"According  to  detailed  estimates  of  growers,  we  probably  will  inspect 
about  225,000  boxes  of  new-crop  grapefruit,  approximately  U0,000  boxes  of  old 
grapefruit  (if  it  is  shipped),  and  6,500  boxes  of  oranges.    We  may  also  inspect 
approximately  30,000  crates  of  pineapples.    We  are  now  working  on  one  grower's 
shipments,  whose  estimate  is  %  ^00  crates,  and  we  shall  start  work  for  another 
grower  next  month,  who  will  have  about  10,000  crates. 

Graded  Eruit  Bringing  a  Premium 

"It  will  be  of  interest  to  you  to  know  that  the  average  auction  price 
of  all  grapefru.it  for  the  month  of  July,  1S31,  in  New  York  or  Liverpool, -which 
was  packed  to  the  U.S.  standards,-  was  32^  a  box  higher  than  the  price  of 
stock  that  failed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  grade  or  that  was  not  packed 
according  to  U.S.  standards. 

"There  will  be  about  three  more  reasonably-heavy shipments  of  old-crop 
grapefru.it,  after  which  the  new  crop  will  start  to  move  in  considerable  volume. 
There  are  a  few  shipments  each  week  of  the  new  crop,  but  active  movement  will 
not  occur  until  around  September  1,  at  which  time  the  shipments  should  increase 
to  about  15,000  boxes  a  week. 

"The  quality  of  this  new  fru.it  is  exceedingly  good;  it  is  clean,  smooth, 
and  generally  thin-skinned.     It  will  be  moved  as  fast  as  possible,  because  this 
fru.it  Is  mostly  large-sized  and,  from  past  experience,  growers  have  found  that 
it  soon  becomes  over-sized  and  nosey,     I  expect  that  150,000  to  200,000  boxes 
of  this  fruit  will  be  shipped  during  the  months  of  September  and  October. 

"The  original  agreement  entered  into  between  the  Improvement  Committee 
and  the  growers,  for  inspection  of  citrus,  only  covered  inspections  until  the 
first  of  September.    But,  with  one  exception,  every  grower  has  signified  an 
intention  to  continue  with  the  fail  crop.     I  cannot  help  but  feel  gratified 
with  this  attitude  of  the  growers  regarding  inspection  and,  with  the  exception- 
ally good  quality  of  fruit  they  have  this  fall,  I  believe  that  we  shall  accom- 
plish the  maximum  amount  of  good. 

Vegetables  Being  Planted 

"There  will  be  considerable  planting  of  vegetables  this  fall,  especially 
cucumbers  and  peppers,  and  from  present  indications  we  shall  have  about  9Cfc  of 
the  tonnage  to  inspect.    The  total  shipments  of  winter  crops  will  run  from  a 
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minimum  of  75,000  packages  to  a  maximum  of  150,000  packages,  all  depending 
upon  growing  and  marketing  conditions. 

"Citrus  and  vegetable  growers  all  feel  that  there  will  be  sufficient 
tonnage  to  warrant  the  continuance  of  inspection  service  here  the  year  round. 
Starting  the  first  of  February,  there  will  be  heavy  pineapple  inspection,  as 
about  25fj  of  the  acreage  will  be  'fired.'        A  'fired'  pineapple  is  one  that 
has  been  covered  by  cheese-cloth  and  charcoal  burners  placed  between  the  rows. 
These  charcoal  burners  are  kept  burning  about  three  weeks  and  this  causes  the 
pineapples  to  mature  from  four  to  seven  weeks  earlier  than  normally,    -"-his  can 
be  done  at  the  cost  of  approximately  $100  an  acre,  and  growers,  who  in  the^ 
past  have  'fired'  part  of  their  acreage,  have  found  that  the  high  prices  of 
early  pineapples  warrant  this  expense." 

2a.     CAiniERY  TOMATOES  BE  I  KG  BOUGHT  BY  GRADE 


Seven  times  as  many  acres  of  tomatoes  are  under  contract  to  be  purchased 
on  a  grade  basis  by  the  Pennsylvania  canneries  this  season  than  a  year  ago, 
according  to  George  A.  Stuart,  Director  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bureau  of 
Markets.    The  total  acreage  under  contract  is  estimated  at  1,500.    The  Bureau 
will  place  inspectors  at  11  plants  this  season,  compared  with  4  in  1330. 

The  purchase  of  raw  products  for  canning  in  Pennsylvania  is  rapidly 
being  placed  on  a  quality  basis,  Mr.  Stuart  states.    This  graded  system  of 
selling  enables' growers  to  secure  premium  prices  for  high-quality  goods.  Thus 
a  real  incentive  to  produce  the  best  is  provided. 

Last  year,  approximately       000, 000  pounds  of  canning  crops,  including 
apples,  grapes,  sour  cherries,  snap  beans  and  tomatoes,  were  purchased  under 
State  inspection. 


3a.    A-SITDMEHT  Ho.  3  UHDER  P.A.C.  ACT 

With  this  D.L.,  each  technical  employee  in  the  field  will  receive  a 
mimeographed  copy  of  Amendment  No,  3  to  Service  and  Regulatory  Announcements 
lo.  121,  relating  to  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act.    This -should 
be  carefully  read  by  all  employees. 


l+a.    OFFICIAL  STANDARDS  POP  APPLES  DISTRIBUTED 

During  the  past  week,  there  has  been  mailed  to  all  interested  offices 
of  this  Division,-  both  inspection  and  market-news,  offices,-  a  supply  of  the 
printed  Official  Standards  for  Apples,  designated  as  Amendment  Ho.  1  to  Service 
and  Regulatory  Announcements  Ho.  33 • 

If  additional  copies  are  needed  by  any  office,  they  should  he  requested 
at  once.    It  is  desired  to  give  these  revised  apple  grades  wide  circulation. 

5a.     INCREASED ; VALUE  OP  FRUIT  EXPORTS      '  \  . 

The  press  of  September  5  carried  the  following  news  item:-  "American 
exports  of  fruit  for  the  year  ended  June  30  showed  a  decided  increase  as  a 
result  of  short  apple  and  pear  crops  in  Europe  and  greater  sales  efforts. ^The 
Department  of  Commerce  announced  yesterday  that  fresh  fruits  exported  during 
the  year  totaled  $66,523,000  in  value,  as  against  $50,^68,000  the  previous 
year,  while  dried  fruits  totaled  $23,661,000,  compared  with  $28,622,000." 
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G a .    TRAVEL  BY  MEAHS  OP  PSRSOHALLY-OW1IED.  AUTOMOBILES 

Particular  attention  is  called  to  Par.  12  (a)  Standardized  Government 
Travel  Regulations,  which  permits  the  use  of  personally-owned  automobiles  on 
a  mileage  basis,  -provided  such  mode  of  travel  and  the  rate  per_mile_  has  been 
authorized.    Suspensions  from  expense  accounts  will  be  avoided  if  each  field 
man  will,  before  using  his  personally-owned  automobile  for  official  travel, 
make  sure  that  such  use  has  been  authorized.     If  not,  he  should  advise  the 
Washington  office  at  once,  in  order  that  the  necessary  letter  of  authorization 
may  be  drawn  as  of  a  date  prior  to  the  date  of  travel. 

7a.    PSOITIS  IT  I  PITS  PCR  EIJVELPPSS 

•  Many  of  the  requests  for  white  franked  envelopes,  being  received  from 
field  offices,"  specify  U-l/g  x  9~l/2  inch  envelopes,  stock  item  Ho.  79°.  We 
have  been  requested  by  the  Post  Office  Department  to  use,  whenever  possible, 
the  3-7/S  x  S-7/S  Inch  white  franked  envelopes,  stock  item  Ho.  755,  as  this 
sized  envelope  can  be  handled  by  the  post  Office  sorting  machines,  whereas 
the  larger  size  requires  special  handling.    In  ordering  envelopes  in  the  future, 
please  consider  carefully  whether  or  not  your  needs  really  require  the  larger- 
sized  stock. 


ga.    EBLP  TO  LOCATE  COLTER  RICHARDS  PIT 

The  Regulatory  Branch  desires  to  locate  Colyer  Richardson,  whose  last- 
known  address  was  Pahokee,  Florida,  where  he  probably  operates  only  in  the 
winter  and  spring.    Any  employee  having  information  regarding  Mr.  Richardson's 
present  address  should  comniunicate  with  H.  A.  Spilman,  in  this  Division. 


MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE  [ 


lb.    PURCHASE  CP  ADDRESS PGRAPH  PLATES  AITD  ACCESSORIES 

Reference  is  made  to  the  item  on  page  U  of  The  B.A.E.  Hews  for  Aug.  IS, 
1931,  entitled:  "Procuring  Addres so graph  Accessories  and  Supplies  by  Field 
Offices."        This  item  is  being  construed  by  some  of  our  field  men  to  mean  that 
hereafter  all  addressograph  plates  and  accessories  should  be  secured  locally 
from  the  Addressograph  Company.    The  item  Is  not  intended  to  direct  such  pur- 
chases but  refers  only  to  purchases  now  being  made  locally  by  offices  located 
at  points  distant  from  Washington.    Offices  which  have  heretofore  secured 
addressograph  plates  and  accessories  from  Washington  should  continue  to  do  so. 


2b.    ADDITIONAL  SUMMARIES  ISSUED 

During  the  past  week,  the  following  additional  summaries  of  field  deals 
have  been  distributed:- 

"Marketing  Western  Hew  York  Celery,  1930-31  Season,"  by  R.  L.  Sutton 
and  A.  L.  Thomas.  . 

"Marketing  Cumber land-Shenandoah-Potomac  District  Apples,  1930  Season," 
by  V.  H.  Hicholson. 
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3b.    CROP  AKD  MASKS T  II0T5S  3TRQM  wT5STBRIT  jiEEW  YORK 

Below  is  the  first  regular  report  of  the  season  from  the  Rochester 
office.    It  was  submitted  by  R.  L.  Sutton.    The  report  Is  given  at  length  in 
this  issue  of  the  D.L.,  even  including  f.o.b.  prices,  etc.,  but  future  re- 
ports may  be  slightly  abbreviated,  to  save  space :- 

"The  movement  of  cabbage  from  this  territ-roy  has  assumed  a.  greater  vol- 
ume than  any  other  commodity  so  far  this  season.    The  dealers  find  it  very 
difficult  to  sell  cars  f.o.b.  shipping  points.    The  distribution  has  been  fair 
ly  widespread,  but  many  of  the  shipments  represent  cars  consigned  or ^ shipped 
joint-account.    Some  shippers  are  buying  from  growers  only  upon  receipt  of 
orders  and,  at  present,  values  to  growers  are  ranging  $6-$ 7  1cnxL'k  per  ton. 
Carlot  wire-order  sales  were  made  in  a  limited  way  on  Tuesday  (Sept.  S)  at 
$9-$10,  with  stock  packed  in  30-pound  sacks  realizing  $11-$  14-  per  ton.  The 
sacked  cabbage  averages  mostly  medium  size,  2  to  5  pounds,  and  is  generally 
trimmed  more  closely  than  the  hulk  stock.    Dealers  are  reporting  considerable 
damage  being  done  by  worms.  . 

"The  harvesting  of  the  early  varieties  of  celery  is  somewhat  behina 
that  of  the  corresponding  time  last  season.    Due  to  a  shrap  reduction  in  the 
planting  of  close-culture  celery,  yields  and  volume  of  movements  are  being 
curtailed.    The  entire  crop  for" up-State  hew  York  is  estimated  at  5,250  acres, 
or  U00  greater  than  the  1330  acreage.    The  injury  resulting  from  activity  of 
the  tarnish  plant  bug  is  causing  closer  stripping  and  grading.    Pew  cars  ox 
this  commodity  will  pass  inspection  as  U.S.  ITo .  1  stock  on  account  of  the 
insect  stings.    The  market  is  holding  firmly  for  good  stock,  a  top  of  $1.75 
being  reached  yesterday  for  crates  of  k  tc  5  dozen  stalks.    The  more  common 
pack  is  running  5  to  6  dozens,  and  values  for  these  sizes  have  rarely  exceeded 
$1.50  for  carloads  of  two-thirds  crates  at  shipping  points.    Two  cars  of  these 
sizes  of  U.S.  Ho.  1  grade  brought  $1.65  on  Tuesday.    Movement  into  storage 
has  not  yet  begun  and  probably  will  not  assume  any  importance  until  the  crop 
of  Golden  Self-Blanching  has  reached  maturity, 

"The  demand  for  onions  is  limited.     Sizes  are  generally  smaller  this 
year,  with  set  stock  comprising  most  of  the  movement  at  this  time .  Shipments 
are  made  at  present  mostly  in  50-pound  sacks.    F.o.b.  prices  are  ranging  S5^- 
$1  for  onions  running  50$  to  75/°         inches  and  larger. 

"Carrots  have  shown  very  little  activity,  a  few  cars  of  rough  stock  in 
bushels  selling  at  and  100-pound  sacks  around  o5^.     It  is  a  little  too 

early  to  predict  what  the  winter  months  have  in  store  for  the  carrot  market, 
but  a  pessimistic  feeling  is  very  prevalent.    The  Hew  York  crop,  however, 
is  forecast  at  only  S32,000  bushels,  compared  with  1,25^,000  last  season. 

"Harvesting  of  the  Bartlett  pear  crop  is  about  completed.    There  has 
been  a  heavy  movement  to  storage,  and  growers  and  dealers  are  rather  inclined 
to  hold  for  slightly  higher  prices.    Very  few  sales  are  being  made  at  present. 
Some  cars  are  being  consigned  for  both  domestic  and  foreign  trade.    The  total 
ITew  York  pear  crop  is  going  to  show  a  sharp  reduction  under  that  of  last  year, 
and  there  will  be  a  heavy  percento.ge  of  ho.  2  stock. 

"Apples  are  moving  in  light  volume,  an  active  movement  into  consumption 
not  being  expected  until  the  later  part  of  September.    The  early  varieties 
now  being  shipped  are  meeting  with  a  very  slow  demand,  saJes  being  hard  to 
complete  even  at  extraordinarily  low  prices.    Such  varieties  as  Wealthy  and 
Maiden  Blush  are  being  offered  at  65^-75^'  Per  bushel  of  U.S.  ITo.  1  stock. 
Baldwins  are  expected  to  show  a  greater  production  this  season  than*  last. 
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"The  harvesting  of  Elbert &  peaches  has  begun.    On  September  8,  seven 
cars  were  shipped,  and  .it  is  expected  that  the  novencnt  will  increase  rapidly. 
Prices  are  disc  our  agingly  low.    le  have  no  record  of  a  carlot  sale  thus  far, 
but  sales  to  truckers  have  ranged  50^-60?  per  bushel.    Carlot  sales  are  unlikely 
to  exceed  those  made  direct  to  truckers.    The  crop  is  reported  about  the  sane 
as  last  season,  when  peach  shipments  by  rail  and  boat  from  this  State  filled 
approximately  2,300  cars.    Distribution  to  niddl ewe stern  points  will  be  more 
difficult  to  effect  this  season,  because  crops  in  that  territ^y  are.  more  nearly 
normal  this  year.    Last  season,  Chicago  served  as  a  good  receiver  of  Hew  York 
peaches,  but  this  was  occasioned  by  the  complete  failure  of  the  Illinois  crop*" 
(Rochester,  1T.Y.,  Sept.  9) 

Hb.    BOUhTIEUL  CROPS  OP  MIT  III  MICHIGAIT 

R.  E.  Keller  wrote  as  follows  from  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  on  .August  29:- 

"Hichigan  has  the  largest  crop  of  fru.it  this  year  of  any  season  since 
the  bumper  crop  of  I926.    The  August  1  estimate  places  the  apple  crop  55^ 
larger  than  in  1930  and         greater  than  the  five-year  average;  peaches  179$ 
larger  than  the  I93O  harvest  and  GSfo  above  average;  pears  17$  lighter  than  last 
season  but  equal  to  the  previous  five-year  average,  and  grapes  2^>fo  less  than  the 
huge  1330  crop  but  5%  larger  than  the  previous  five-year  average.    Taken  as  a 
whole,  the  fruit  crop  is  exceptionally  heavy  and,  in  face  of  the  present  low 
purchasing  power  and  decreased  demand,  the  market  situation  is  very  poor. 

"Michigan  had  a  much  larger  crop  of  Duchess  apples  this  year  than  last; 
yet  only  62  cars  have  moved  to  date,  as  compared  with  266  a  year  ago.    Host  of 
the  Duchess  crop  in  the  northern  counties  was  abandoned  because  of  the  almost 
complete  lack  of  demand  and  competition  from  other  low-priced  fruits.    A  portion 
of  the  Duchess  crop  near  Benton  Harbor  was • disposed  of  through  trucking  outlets 
over  the  local  cash  market,  but  at  di scour agingly  low  prices.    A  better  situa- 
tion is  anticipated  for  the  fall  apples,  as  soon  as  the  weather  turns  a  little 
cooler  and  huge  suioplies  of  peaches  get  out  of  the  way. 

"The  early  peaches  have  been  meeting  the  same  discouiraging  results  as 
summer  apples.    Fine  llbertas  from  Illinois -at  extremely  low  prices  have  kept 
the  poorer  carrying  early  varieties  from  Michigan  off  the  larger  markets.  Most 
of  the  early  Michigan  peaches  have  moved  into  near-by  local  markets,  with  a  few 
being  trucked  into  Chicago.    South  Havens,  wagonloads  cash  to  growers  over  the 
Benton  Harbor  cash  market,  started  at  $1  per  bushel,  but  soon  dropped  to  50^. 
The  Elbertas,  which  constitute  most  of  the  commercial  crop,  are  expected  to 
start  about  September  1,  with  the  peak  about  the  12th  or  15th  of  the  month.  The 
quality  is  fine  and  a  general  rain  over  the  State  on  Friday  night  should  give 
good  size  to  the  peaches.  A  heavy  wind,  accompanying  the  rain,  was  reported  to 
have  done  sone  damage  to  pears  and  apples,  but  very  little  damage  to  peaches. 

"The  pear  deal  is  in  a  much  better  situation  than  apples  or  peaches, 
even  though,  the  crop  is  generally  light,  as  the  stock  is  moving  at  fair  prices. 

"The  early  varieties  of  grapes  suffered  severe  reverses  from  frost  this 
spring.    Concords  will  have  a  much  better  yield  than  the  early. varieties.  How- 
ever, the  harvest  is  not  expected  to  be  as  large  as  the  1930  crop.  Quality 
appears  to  be  good  and  the  size  large,  because  of  the  lighter  sets." 


THE  FORECAST  0E  APPLE  PRODUCT I OCT  has  been  increased  to  223,000,000 
bushels,  as  against  10+, 000, 000  last  season.    The  commercial  apple  crop  may 
total  about  39,000,000  barrels,  or  fully  5,000,000  more  than  in  193° • 


5"b.    -CALIgORMA  GRAPE  -MOVEMENT  IIICREASIIIC- 

A.  E.  Prugh  sent  the  following  report  from  Fresno  on  August  31:- 

" Shipments  of  grapes  increased  much  faster  than  expected  during  the 
latter  part  of  August,  on  account  of  another  heat  wave  that  sent  the  mercury 
up  to  110  degrees.    On  account  of  softening  of  the  fruit,  many  growers  were 
forced,  either  to  ship  the  grapes  or  put  them  on  the  trays  for  raisins.  There 
is  a  rather  firm  feeling  on  raisins,  because  of  the  shortage  and  the  fact 
that  last  season's  crop  is  already  sold..  Some  estimates  of  the  raisin  crop 
are  as  low  as  125,000  tons  delivered. 

"Even  thoxigh  the  grape  crop  is  light,  shippers  have  just  about  given 
up  hope  of  any  high  prices  this  season.    They  expect  some  demand  for  juice 
gropes  with  the  cooler  weather,  "but  not  much  speculative  buying.    One  shipper 
told  me  that  eastern  receivers  had  been  misled  so  many  times  in  the  past,  "by 
the  cry  of  'wolf1  or  grape- short age,  that,  when  the  'wolf  is  really  here 
this  season^  they  refuse  to  believe  it. 

"With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  days  recently,  the  local  f.o.b. 
demand  has  been  very  light.    Speculators  have  not  been  in  the  deal,  most  of 
the  f.o.b.  sales  being  to  small  markets  on  cars  of  mixed  varieties.  Trading 
has  been  so  slow  that  it  has  been  difficult  to  quote  a  market  price.    And  yet, 
during  the  past  two  weeks,  grapes  bou.ght  f.o.b.  and  sold  on  the  auctions 
would  have  made  money. 

"A  comparison  of  total  auction  sales  and  weighted  averages  for  the 
weeks  ending  August  2S  and  August  21,  1931,  and  August  29,  193°,  follows :- 

leek  ending  August  2S,  1931  - 

■  Thompsons  Malagas        Red  Malagas  Tokays  Ribiers 
Packages       108,1+05  S3,  5^2  lk,  178  31,203  10,739 
Average            $1.69  $1.5^  $2.00  $2.31         $2. Og- 
le ek  ending  August  21,  1931  - 

Packages       113,315  M-S,  goo  2S.337  S,S3^  13,75S 

Average            $1,^9  $1.56  $2.06  $2. IS  $2.02 

Week  ending  August  29,  I93O  - 

Packages      1S7,37S     no,  gg2  31,277         5,263  i1+»976 

Average  $1.2^         $1.20  $1.71  $1.91  .$1-^- 

"So  far,  there  has  been  practically  no  demand  for  juice  stock,  a  few 
Zinfandels  selling  at  $32. 50-$ 35  per  ton.    For  the  same  period  in  1530,  1929, 
192S  and  1927,  the  prices  were  $37.50-$l+5;    $52.50-$57.50;    $^5-$50  and 
$57.50-$67.5°>  respectively. 

"Variety  inspections  for  the  week  ending  August  25  were  :  Malagas 
2S.1$;  Thompsons  12.7$;  Tokays  19.1$,  Zinfandels  25. g$,  other  lk.J>fo.  Practi- 
cally all  of  the  inspected  Thonp sons-  and  Malagas  graded  U.S.  Ho.  1;  Tokays 
92.1$  U.S.  ITo.  1  and  Zinfandels  SO. 5$  U.S.  Ho.  1." 

6 b .    INTEREST  IHG-  CROPS7 HEWS  FROM  THE  PACIFIC  NORTHWEST 

T.  R.  Hall,  of  the  Seattle  office,  wrote  the  following  report  about 

August  26 

"Canners  of  vegetables  are  operating  with  more  confidence  in  the  market 
future,  in  view  of  the  expected  shortage  in  the  crops  of  peas,  string  beans, 
tomatoes  and  most  other  vegetables  except  sweet  corn.    Trade  opinion  indi- 
cates steady  or  perhaps  slightly  rising  prices.    Fruit  canners  are  making  a 
determined  effort  to  keep  the  pack  down  to  the  probable  needs  of  the  market. 
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Cannery  operators  in  the  Yakima  and  Wenatch.ee  valleys  have  been  forced  to  "bid 
slightly  higher  prices  for  Bartlett  pears, as  picking  has  progressed.    The  pro- 
duction in  Washington  is  not  as  high  as  earlier  estimates  indicated,  and  can- 
nery prices  have  advanced  from  a  iMs  of  $20  per  ton  of  Ho.  1  grade  fru.it  to 
$30-^33,  currently  being  bid. 

"The  market  for  packed  pears  is  showing  a  firmer  tendency,  with  sales 
of  Fancy    Bartlett s  from  Yakima  and  Wenatchee  within  a  range  of  95{£-$1.05  per 
,box.    Trading  is  slightly  more  draggy  in. the  Extra  Fancy  grade  but  $1.15~$1.20 
.per  box  is 'being  realized,  with  an  occasional  car  as  high  as  $1.25.  Rogue 
River  shippers  are  holding  their  packed  Bartletts  for  higher  prices,  with 
$1.60  and  $1.35  f°r  Extra  Fancy  and  Fancy  grades  respectively. 

"Apple  exporters  are  entering  the  1931  season  with  the  heaviest  pre- 
season  booking  of  orders  since  1^28 .    Demand  from  the  Scandinavian  countries 
is  especially  good  but,  largely  due  to  unfavorable  economic  conditions,  Germany 
has  not  been  the  source  of  much  inquiry.    France  is  buying  some  winter  pears 
from  the  Northwest. 

"The  domestic  demand  for  apples  so  far  has  been  slow,  Delicious,  Jona- 
-thans  and  Winesaps  scarcely  receiving  any  inquiry.    However,  the  crop  of 
Winter  Bananas,  when  they  were  finally  ready  to  move,  met  an  active  demand, 
and  shippers  are  hoping  that  similar  developments  will  take  place  as  the  season 
for  using  other  varieties  apijroaches.    Prospects  for  a  free  movement  of  apples 
into  export  channels  also  are  contributing  hope  to  the  apple  situation.  The 
prices  are  low  but  shippers  are  determined  to  give  good  value,  and  5~tier 
Jonathans  for  seasonal  shipment,  mostly  into  export,  are  being  quoted  within 
a  range  of  $1.10_$i.ipj  per  box  of  Extra  Fancy  grade.    Most  sales  of  large- 
sized  Winter  Bananas,  generally  for  domestic  consumption,  range  §1-$1.25  Per 
box  of  Extra  Fancy  grade." 

On  September  3,  Fir.  Hall  added  the  following  comments  for  the  Horthwestj 
"Consumers  have  rallied  to  the  support  of  eastern  Washington  peach 
growers  to  a  commendable  extent  and  have  used  liberal  quantities  of  excellent- 
quality  peaches  during  the  past  p/eek.    Prices  have  been  very  low,  nice  Elbertas 
ruling  U0^-50^  per  box  on  the  Coast  markets. 

"The  vegetable  movement  from  western  Washington  continues  active,  al- 
though green  peas  and  Iceberg  lettuce  have  largely  given  way  in  favor  of 
cabbage,  cauliflower  and  celery.    Finding  a.  market  for  these  products  is  a 
problem  which  is  being  partially  met  by  filling  mixed  cars.    For  such  mixed 
shipments,  f.o.b.  'quotations  on  crated  .celery,  2  to  3  dozen  stalks,  are  within 
a  range  of  ^1.50-$1.60;  cauliflower  75^-SO^  per  pony  crate,  raid  cabbage  gener- 
ally around  $35  per  ton,  crated.      Some  Iceberg  lettuce  Is  also  available,  for 
which  shippers  are  realizing  $2-$ 2.25  VQT  crate.    Shippers  are  mostly  of  the 
opinion  that  about  75  cars  of  cauliflower  could  be  shipped,  if  a  demand  devel- 
ops, -and  celery  is  also  plentiful.    Both  items  are  showing  excellent  quality." 

To.    HIGH  PBAISE  GIVEH  OUR  SPOKAHE  BEPRESEHTAT I'VE 

Mrs.  Lola  B.  Gerry,  in  charge  of  the  Spokane  office,  has  been  connected 
with  the  Market  Hews  Service  since  1917.    Page  3  of  The  B.A.E.  Hews  for  Sep- 
tember 1  carried  an  extensive  article  regarding  the  efficient  service  being 
rendered  by  Mrs.  Gerry  In  her  present  position.      In  this  instance,  she  was 
commended ^most  highly  for  promptly  furnishing  a  detailed  report  on  apples  to 
the  managing  secretary  of  an  important  growers'  association  at  Wenatchee. 

-    B.  C.  BOBEE,  Specialist  in  Market  Hews. 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OP  MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


Stations 

Mail 
List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletin 

pro  "bah  ly 
will  close 

PRES1JO,  CALIF.**  \ 
212  Holland  Bldg,  j 

9191 

A.  E.  Prugh 

Grapes 

July  22 

ITov.  7 

BsiiTOii  harb  OR ,  MICH .  *  * 
205    P.  0.  Bldg. 


ROCHESTER,  IT.!.** 

B-310  Triangle  Bldg. 


PRSSQXJE  ISLE,  ME.** 
Hedrich  Block 

WAUPACA,  WIS.** 
Coujrt  House 

MARTIITSBURG,  W.  VA. 

IDAHO  PALLS,  IDAHO 
250  Eederal  Bldg. 


838 


S37 


842 
894 

835 
845 


R.  E.  Keller 


R.  L.  Sutton 


V.  H.  ITicholson 

A.  M.  McDowell 

R.  M.  Peterson 
R.  G.  Risser 


A"n"i">l  P 

Pears 

Peaches 

Grapes 

Onions 

Potatoes 

Auf.  20 
Aug.  28 
Sept.  8 
Sep.  l4 
Sep.  l4 
Oct.  7 

Oct .  24 

;  sept.  19 

■    Sept.  19 
:    Oct.  24 
Oct.  24 
:    Oct.  24 

Pears 

Oni  nns 

Carrots 

Cabbage 

Celery 

Apples 

Peaches 

Grapes 

Potatoes 

Sept.  2 
Sept .  2 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  8 
Sept.lG" 
Sep.  23 
Oct.  5 

:   ITov.  7 
'•    Apr.  9 
:    May  21 
:    Mar,  2o 
Jan.  9 

=  m  21 

Oct.  3 
Oct.  31 

May  21 

Potatoes 

Sept. 10 

Apr.  30 

Potatoes 

j  Sept .14 

liar.  26 

Apples 

;  Sept .14 

Oct,  3l 

Potatoes 

:  Sept. 17 

May  7 

The  following  station  closed  on  date  indicated: 


ROCKY  PORD,  COLO. 


821  :  R.  G.  Risser 


Cants. 


Aug.  19;    Sept.  10 


**State  cooperating. 

W.  P,  Cox  in  San  Prancisco 
B.  E.  Surry  in  Portland 
W.  D.  Hull  in  Chicago 
H.  P.  "Will son  on  leave 


J.  B.  Owens  in  Boston 

W.  D.  Googe  in  Port  Worth 

H.  E.  Rutland  at  Shin  Pond,  Me. 


FIELD  ME1I  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 
in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 


I 
I 
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1c.     ILffORTAi'T  1TOTICE  REGARDING  EXPORT  FORM  CERTIFICATES 

Last  year  the  Export  Form  certificate  was  issued  on  "unclassified"  lots 
of  apples  which  did  not  show  more  than  10$  wormy  fruit.  This  year  the  toler- 
ance" for  worms  in  U.S.  Grade  ITo.  1  is  5$  or  one-half  of  the  total  tolerance 
of  10$  for  all  defects.  This  limits  the  tolerance  for  worms  to  5$  in  such 
"unclassified"  fruit  for  the  issuance  of  the  Export  Eom  certificate,  and  when 
the  worny  fru.it  is  in:  excess  of  5$  the  Export  Eom  shall  "be  refused*  The  scne 
tolerance  applies  to  pears  for  the.  issuance  of  the  Export  Eom  certificate. 

2c.    LAKE  DIRECT  STATEMENTS  OE  GRADE 

The  following  form  of  grade  statement  has  been  made  im  the  past  in 
certain  districts:  "Apples  show  excessive  russeting  "but  meet  remaining  require- 
ments of  U.S.  Grade  Ho.  1."      Such  a  statement  is  not  clearly  understood,  by 
the  trade  and  is  likely  to  be  misused.    Therefore,  it  has  been  decided  to 
discontinue  the  use  of  such  statements  and  make  either  positive  or  negative 
grade  statements.    Eor  example:  "Lot  grades  U.S.  Uo.  1"  or  "Lot  fails  to  grade 
U.S.  Uo.  1,  etc," 

3c.    BANKRUPTCY  HOT  ICE 

We  have  been  advised  that  the  A.  E.  Marsh  Company,  of  Yakima,  Wash., 
has  been  declared  bankrupt.    Any  unpaid  bills  against  this  concern  should  be 
forwarded  to  Washington  for  collection. 

kc.    INSPECTION  NOTES  FROM  INDIANA 

On  September  3,  J.  E.  Dicker son  wrote  the  following  letter  from  his 
temporary  field  headquarters  at  Vincemies,  Ind.:~ 

"We  shll  complete  the  peach  inspection  work  in  Indiana  by  September  5. 
After  that  date  and  until  about  October  10,   I  shall  be  working  on  cannery 
tomatoes  with  headquarters  at  the  Indianapolis  office.    Headquarters  for  the 
onion  inspection  work  will  continue  to  be  at  Warsaw. 

"The  quality  of  Indiana  peaches  has  been  very  good,  but  harvesting  has 
been  difficult  for  the  past  week,  due  to  unusually  heavy  rains  in  this  section. 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  over  four  inches  of  rain  fell  in  the  Decker  area.  Parasite 
have  almost  completely  controlled  the  Oriental  Peach  Moth  this  season,  and  the 
new  zinc  sulphate  and  lime  spray,  developed  here  for  the  control  of  Bacterial 
Spot,  has  proven  very  efficient. 

"We  intend  tc  start  the  inspection  of  Michigan  onions  by  the  first  of 
next  week,    ^hat  work  also  will  be  handled  through  the  Warsaw,  Ind.,  office. 
The  Indiana  onion  crop  is  shorter  than  originally  anticipated.  Inspectors 
report  not  over  275  c"rs  for  Steuben  County,  previously  the  heaviest  shipping 
county  in  the  State.    Sizes  are  exceptionally  small,  many  cars  having  not  over 
15$  or  20'fj  of  stock  over  two  inches  in  diameter." 


S  WEST-POTATO  PRODUCT  I  PIT    this  season  is  forecast  at  nearly  SU,  000,  000  bushels, 
compared  with  62, 200, 000  in  I93O  and  a  five-year  average  of  80,300,000. 
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5c .     SUCCESSFUL  SEASON  IN  SEVASTOPOL  APPLE  DISTRICT 

The  following  item  has  been'  talcen  fron  California  Inspectors1  Notes, 
issued  on  August  21  at  Sacramento 

The  Sebastopol  office  was  ciosed  this  week  after  a  very  successful 
season  Doth  for.  the  Shipping-Point  Inspect ion"  Service  and  for  the  growers  and 
shippers.    The  foreign'  demand  for  apples  was  exceptionally  heavy  this  year, 
which  re  suited  in  good  prices,  particularly  when  the  general  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  fruit  industry  is  considered.'    Out  of  1,671'  carloads  shipped, 
l,6l3  were  inspected.    Of  these,  1,000  cars  bore  the' Export  Form  certificates. 
The  following  tabulation  shows  the  number  of  boxes  for  the  various  grades: 


Eancy.   1,090,56s 

C    Grade..   16,571 


Combination.  Fancy  and  C 15, 1$5 

C  Grade  loose   .  21,l62 

Total:  1, 143,^6  bxs. 


6c.    SISAPPOilTING  POTATO  SEASON  I  IT  KENTUCKY 

A  letter  of  August  2S  fron  -\  0.  Curry,  at  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  office 
contained  the  following  inf ormation:- 

"We  shall  possibly  have  one  or  two  additional  weeks  of  no  derate  potato 
shipnents,  after  which  tine  this  deal  will  be  practically  finished.  Heavy 
rains  this  week  have  curtailed  shipnents.    Our  heaviest  week  to  date  was  124 
cars.    T0  date  we  have  inspected  around  35O  cars,  which  is  a  poor  showing, 
considering  the  prospects  in  early  July.     I  believe  that  no  less  than  I5O 
cars  were  lost,  due  to  severe  heat  about  that  tine.    Growers  are  naturally 
dissatisfied  with  the  low  prices  they  have  been  receiving. 

Another  letter,  dated  September  4,  included  the  following  information!- 
"The  shipping-point  inspect ion. work  here  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close. 
In  June,  prospects  looked  bright  for  a  good  crop  of  excellent  quality.  The 
heat  and  drought  in  July  not  only  cost  the  growers  nany  carloads,  but  scab 
and  wire-worn  also  developed  in  nany  fields.    I  venture  to  say  that  there  were 
more  off-grade  cars  shipped  than  U.S.  No.  l's." 

7c.     CALIFORNIA  TOuATOES  EROi.1  COAST  DISTRICTS 

California  Inspectors'  Notes  dated  August  2S  contained  the  following 
brief  report:  "A  few  shippers  started  loading  tomatoes  this  week  along  the 
Coast,  and  by  the  latter  part  of  next  week  all  will  be  shipping.    A  few  fields 
show  mosaic,  but  most  fields  are  in  very  good  condition.      Tomatoes  also  are 
being  inspected  in  the  San  Jose,  Salinas  and  Watsonville  districts." 

Sc.    CHANGES  IN  LIST  OP  PAST-DUE  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  names  should  be  taken  off  the  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts! 
Trunkey-Wolfe  Company,        Wenatchee,  Wash.  '$37 -00 

Wade  and  Newton,  '  San  Benito,  Texas 

.    G.  A.  "Dewald  &  Company,      Atlanta,  Ga.  $4.00 

The  following  names  should  be  added  to  the  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 
Frank  Leonard,  66  Harrison  St.,  New  York  City  $28.00 

Western  Produce  Company,     Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  4>5*00 
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Sc.     INSPECTION  NOTES  EROH  THE  STATE  PIT  WASHINGTON 

Under  date  of  August  25,  J1.  E,  Bailey,  at  Yakima,  Wash.,  wrote  the 
following  interesting  letter :- 

"You  may  he  interested  in  knowing  that  the  first  car  of  tomatoes  to 
"be  shipped  under  certification,  from  western  Washington  is  being  loaded  this 
week  at  Llidlakes,  a  spur  near  Bellevue  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Washington 
almost  within  sight  of  Seattle.     I  understand  that  about  200  acres  of  tomatoes 
are  planted  there  this  year.    This  stock  is  of  the  Globe  type  and  has  possi- 
bilities for  grading  out  better  quality  than  some  of  the  eastern  Washington 
districts  which  still  persist  in  mixing  flat-type  seed  in  their  plantings. 

"If  western  Washington  tomatoes  prove  to  carry  well  in  transit  and  an 
acceptable  pack  is  prepared,  there  is  practically  no  limit  to  the  quantity' 
which  can  be  produced  for  August  and  September  shipment,  as  there  are  thou*, 
sands  of  acres  of  land  which  can  be  given  over  to  the  production  of  this 
commodity  in  western  Washington. 

"Another  point  of  interest  which  I  noted  in  western  Washington  last 
week  was  the  activity  of  the  canneries  in  the  north  Puget  Sound  country,  where 
oean  canning  is  at  its  height.    Each  cannery  which  I  visited  had  its  snipping 
machines  running  2U  hours  a  day  and,  in  addition,  had  large  crews  of  women 
at  benches,  hand-snipping  the  overflow  which  the  machines  could  not  handle. 
Kentucky  Wonder  is  the  variety  generally  used  for  canning,  although  one 
cannery  uses  some  of  the  Blue  Lake  variety. 

"At  the  present  time,  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture  has  four 
men  in  this  area,  giving  their  entire  time  to  receiving-platform  inspection 
for  canneries.    These  men  grade  the  bean  deliveries,  as  well  as  the  black- 
berries which  are  still  being  received,  and  occasionally  they  grade  beets 
which  are  also  packed  in  small  quantities.    In  addition,  two  or  three  other 
men  are  spending  a  few  hours  each  day  on  this  work. 

"Next  week  some  of  the  canneries  expect  to  begin  packing  carrots  and 
will  also  increase  their  pear  canning  activity,  which  in  several  cases  has 
been  delayed  because  of  the  beans  which  the  canneries  are  under  contract  to 
accept.    Incidentally,  the  two  large  canneries  at  Yakima  and  one  at  Wenatchee 
in  eastern  Washington  are  now  running  almost  to  capacity  on  Bartlett  pears." 

R.  C.  BUT  1IEE, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 


IE  ANYONE  FAILED  TO  GET  A  COPY  0E  THE  DIVISION  LETTER 
TWO  WEEKS  AGO,-  DATED  AUGUST.  26,—  HE  SHOULD 
REQUEST  A  COPY  EROM  WASHINGTON. 


TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  .  OP  SHIPPIHG-POIITO  INSPECT  IOil.  WORK 


Approximate  date  of 

State 

Supervisor 

Products 

.  Opening 

Closing 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason, 

k02  Ochoa  Bldg., ' 
San  Juan,  P.R. 

Citrus  5 

April  1 

Nov.  1 

DELAWARE :  ■ 

P.  S.  Zinaernan, 

c/o  State  Board  of  Agr., 
Dover,  Del. 

Apples  ■ 

July  1 

Oct.  1 

MII3IIESOTA:  ; 

G.  W,  Christenson, 
302  Gorhan  Bldg., 
Minheapo lis ,  Minn . 

Potatoes 

Aug.  15 

Sept.  20 

WASH  I1TC-T  Oil: 

W.  A.  Hilgeson, 

Court  House,   (Box  190) 
We  nat  che  e ,  Wash . 

Apples 

Aug.  15 

Peb.  1 

WEST  VIRGINIA: 

J.  J.  Gardner, 

Shenandoah  Ba,nk  Bldg., 
Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 

Apples 

Aug.  20 

ITov.  7 

IEW  EITGIA1IL : 

P.  S.  Kinsey, 

703  Appraiser's  Stores 
Building, 
'               Boston  Mn.ss 

Apples 

Sept,  1 

" Jan.  1 

VIRGINIA: 

j  T.  W.  Ayres, 

■         Charlottesville,  Ya. 

'  Apples 

1  Sept.  Ik 

.  Peb.  1 

MAIIIE : 

j  G.  Ray  Warren, 

Caribou,  Maine 

■  Potatoes 

Sept.  Ik 

:  Apr.  1 

REPORTS  on  the  following  products  can  be  obtained  from  offices  indicated: - 

Iowa  products  R.  C.  Lindstron,  Des  Moines  office 

Massachusetts  onions  0.  A.  MclTiff,  Springfield  office 

Ohio  products  M.  W.  Baker,  Ccluxibus  office 

Indiana  &  Michigan  onions  .  Pederal-State  Inspection,  Warsaw,  Ind. 

Horth  Dakota  potatoes  R.  C.  Hastings,  State  College  Sta.,  Par  go 
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STA1IBARDIZATI01T  AHD  RESEARCH 


Id.    BLUE  GOOSE  APPLE  SPECIFICATIONS  OF  A1IBRICAI7  FEU  IT  GROUSES  MICH  APPLY 
EAST  OF  TEE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  ' 

Color  Requirements :- 

The  grade  requirements  for  "Blue  Goose  -  U.S.  Fancy"  are  the  sane  as 
U.S.  Fancy,  and  "Blue  Goose  -  U.S.  Ho,  1"  requirements  are  the  same  as  U.S. 
Ho.  1,  except  for  the  following  tolerances  which  apply  to  Tooth  "Blue  Goose  - 
U.S.  Fancy"  and  "Blue  Goose  -  U.S.  Ho.  1": 

In  order  to  allow  for  variations  incident  to  proper  grading  and  hand- 
ling, not  more  than  5$»  by  weight,  of  the  apples  in  any  container  nay  "be  below 
the  requirements  for  color;  nor  more  than  5$>  by  weight-,  of  the  apples  in  any 
container  may  "be  "below  the  requirements  for  defects.     In  addition,  not  more 
than  one-half  of  the  percentage  allowed,  or  shall  be  for  defects  causing 

serious  damage,  of  which    not  more  than  ifo  shall  be  allowed  for  decay. 

The  tolerances  specified  are  placed  on  a  container  "basis.  However, 
any  lot  of  apples  shall  be  considered  as  meeting  the  requirements  of  a  speci- 
fied grade  if  the  entire  lot  averages  within  the  tolerances  specified,  provided 
that  no  sample  from  the  container  in  any  lot  is  found  to  contain  more  than 
double  the  tolerance  specified. 

The  grade  requirements  of  "Blue  Goose  Combination  U.S.  Fancy  and  U.S. 
Ho.  1"  are  as  follows: 

"TJhen  Blue  Goose  -  Combination  U.S.  Fancy  and  U.S.  Ho.  1  apples  are 
packed,  at  least  50$  of  the  apples  in  any  container  shall  meet  the  require- 
ments of  Blue  Goose  -  U.S.  Fancy.    Ho  tolerances  are  allowed  in  these  speci- 
fications other  than  those  provided  for  in  the  specifications  for  Blue  Gcose- 
U.S.  Fancy  and  for  Blue  Goose  -  U.S.  Ho,  1.    Ho  part  of  any  tolerance  shall 
be  used  to  reduce  the  percentage  ."".of  apples  of  the  Blue  Goose  -  U.S.  Fancy 
grade  required  in  this  combination." 

Backing  Requirements  for  All  Blue  Goose  -  U.S.  Grades 

Each  package  shall  "be  packed  so  that  the  apples  in  the  shown  free 
shall  "be  reasonably  representative  in  size,  color,  and  quality  of  the  contents 
of  the  package. 

Baskets 

Apples  packed  in  round  stave  bushel  baskets  or  tubs  shall  be  tightly 
ring-faced  and  packed  with  sufficient  bulge  to  prevent  any  appreciable  move- 
nwnt  of  the  apples  within  the  container  when  lidded. 

Apples  in  these  packages  shall  be  protected  by  a  19-inch  corrugated 
cap  or  pad  and  shall  be  attractively  ring- faced  by  the  Hiatt  or  other  similar 
device . 

Barrels 

Apples  in  barrels  shall  be  tightly  packed.    They  should  be  racked 
often  and  thoroughly  while  packing,  so  that  heavy  pressing  will  not  be  re- 
quired, and  be  provided  with  corrugated  caps  or  pads  in  each  end,  to  prevent 
bruising. 

All  containers  must  be  clean  and  attractive. 

lit  order  to  allo^for  variations  incident  to  proper  packing,  not  more 
than  5$  of  the  containers  in  any  lot  may  not  neet  these  requirements,  (over) 


All  packages  upon  which  the  Blue  Goose  label  is  placed  as  signifying 
adherence  to  these  specifications  mast  he  covered  by  a  United  States  inspec- 
tion certificate,  stating  they  have  passed  the  Blue  Goose  grade  requirements 
of  American  Fruit  Growers,  Inc. 

2d.    IlffORTAITT  CHAITGEl  I  IT  WASHII1GT0IT  STATE  APPLE  GRADES 

Under  date  of  August  27,  George  E.  Harter,  Supervisor  of  Horticulture, 
at  Olympia,  Washington,  advised  us  that,  through  error,  the  Orchard  Ran  Grade 
as  printed  in  their  grade  pamphlet  requires  at  least  25$  Extra  Fancy  apples. 
The  Combination  Grade  has  "been  changed  so  that,  when  marked  "Orchard.  Run, " 
no  percentage  of  Extra  Fancy  apples  is  specified  except  that  it  is  not  per- 
missible to  remove  any  Extra  Fancy  apples  from  the  lot  and  pack  the  remainder 
as  "Orchard  Run."        The  following  is  the  official  wording  of  the  Washington 
Combination  Grades  for  this  year:- 

"Combination  Grades:  When  Extra  Fancy  and  Fancy  apples  are  packed 
together,  the  boxes  may  be;  marked.  'Combination  Extra  Fancy  and  Fancy,"  and 
when  Fancy  and  C  grade  apples  are  packed  together,  the  boxes  may  be  narked 
'Combination  Fancy  and  C  Grade,'  but  Combination.  Grades  must  contain  at  least 
25/o  of  the  apples  which  would  be  permitted  in  the  higher  grades.      When  Extra 
Fancy,  Fancy  and  C  grade  apples  are  packed  together,  the  boxes  must  be  marked 
'Orchard  Run'  or  'Combination  Extra  Fancy,  Fancy  and  C  Grade,'  but  any  boxes 
so  marked  must  not  contain  any  fruit  that  will  not  meet  the  requirements  of 
C  Grade.      In'  case  the  boxes  are  narked  'Combination  Extra  Fancy,  Fancy  and 
C  Grade, '  they  must  contain  at  least  25$  Extra  Fancy  apples,  and  it  shall  be 
unlawful  to  remove  any  of  the  higher  grade  apples  and  then  pack  the  remainder 
as  'Orchard  Run'  or  'Combination  Fxtra  Fancy,  Fancy  and  C.  &rade, 1  except 
that  the  larger  sizes  of  all  grades  may  be  removed.-  and  the  rest  boxed  raid 
marked  'Jumble'  or  'Face  and  Fill,'  in  addition  to  the  grade  nark." 

3d .    COPIES  OF  PRIVATE  APPLE  AID  PEAR  GRADES  DISTRIBUTED  FROM  Yfl-KIIIft. 

In  a  recent  letter  from  F.  E.  Bailey,  at  the  Takima,  Wash.,  office, 
he  advised  that  he  is  mailing  directly  from  his  office  complete  sets  of  the 
Washington  pr.  irate  apple  and  pear  grad.es  to  all  the  market  inspectors.  In 
case  any  inspector  was  overlooked  in  this  distribution,  he  should  communicate 
with  Mr.  Bailey. 

i+d.    LATER LAL  SSITT  TO  INSPECTORS 

During  the  past  week,  copies  of  the  following  were  sent  to  each  inspec- 
tor.   If  anyone  failed  to  receive  his  copies,  please  advise  Washington  office: 
U.S.  Standards  for  Farmers  •  Stock  Runner  Peanuts. 
U.S.  Standards  for  Spinach  (revised) 

Check  List  of  U.S.  Standards  Issued  by  F.  &  V.  Division. 
Virginia  Standards-  for  Apples,  1S31. 

Washington  State  Grades  for  Potatoes,  Onions,  Tomatoes  &  Asparagus, 
Hew  Hampshire  Apple  Grades,  1931.  1  1931. 


rj'Q'TATO  PRODUCTIOIT  for  I33I  is  now  forecast  at  only  361,000,000  bushels,  or 
"20,000,000  less  than  the  five-year  average  and  18,000,000  more  than  1S30 
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5d.    ENCLOSURES  WITH  THIS  DIVISION  LETTER 

With  this  D.L.,  each  inspector  will  receive  the  following: 

Official  Grades  for  the  Standardization  of  Colorado  Fruits  and 
Vegetables,  1931. 

Canadian  Recommended  Rules  for  Packing  Apples  in  Containers  Other  than 

the  Standard  Box,  1 331-32. 
Maine  Apple  Packing  Law,  1931. 

6d.     INSPECTION  OP  CAFilERY  TOMATOES  I  IT  CALIFORNIA 

The  following  item  is  copiea  from  California  Inspectors'  Notes,  dated 
August  2S  at  Sacramento:- 

"R„  L.  Spangler,  of  the  Grades  and  Standards  Project,  Fruit  and  Vege- 
table Division,  B.A.E.,  Washington,  arrived  at  Sacramento  on  August  17  and  on 
the  following  day,  together  with  1.  P.  Allewelt,  met  with  the  operating 
committee  of  the  banners  League  of  California  at  San  Francisco,  to  discuss 
the  investigational  and  experimental  work  to  "be  conducted  this  season  in  con- 
nection with  the  application  of  U.  S.  grades  for  cannery  tomatoes  to  growers' 
deliveries  throughout  the  season  at  certain  plants  in  California. 

"It  is  anticipated  that  these  tests  will  "be  conducted  in  the  San  Jose- 
Santa  Clara  district,  at  Oakland,  and  at  Sacramento.    Considerable  interest 
was  expressed  by  the  canners  present  at  the  meeting,  some  of  whom  have  already 
had  experience  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  growers1  deliveries  on  the 
basis  of  U.S.  grades  at  their  plants  in  the  State  of  Utah. 

"During  the  past  two  weeks  Mr.  Spangler  has  been  working  in  cooperation 
with  Captain  Everts,  in  charge  of  field  operations  for  the  Canners  League, 
and  Prof.  Frank  Dixon,  Horticulturist  of  the  Canners  League,  examining  early 
deliveries  of  tomatoes  now  being  made  at  some  of  the  canning  plants.    E.  H. 
Bechis,  of  the  California  Federal-State  Inspection  Service,  has  been  assigned 
to  work  with  Mr,  Spangler  on  this  project.    Definite  arrangements  for  the 
actual  inspection  work  will  be  consummated  in  the  near  future." 

7d.    AIT  ATTRACTIVE  PIECE  OF  PUBLICITY 

The  September,  I93I,  issue  of  the  Bulletin  of  the  Agricultural  Con- 
mission,  American  Bankers  Association,  contains  two  whole  pages  of  pictures 
and  text,  devoted  to  the  standardization  of  fruits  and  vegetables.    The  photo- 
graphs were,  furnished  by  our  Project,  and  the  write-ups  were  suggested  by 
this  office  also.    The  entire  arrangement  is  a  very  neat  and  attractive 
display,  calling  strong  attention  to  the  values  of  standardization.  Copies 
of  this  1-1— paged  bulletin  are  available  to  those  who  may  need  then. 

R.  R.  PAILTKORP, 
Specialist  in  Standardization. 

OFFICE  ITOTES: 

Mr.  Sherman  gave  a  radio  talk  on  Thursday  about  1  P.M.  over  Station 
IRC  and  the  1T.B.C.  network.    His  subject  was:  nSome  Conditions  in  the  Fruit 
and  Vegetable.  Markets." 

Visitors  in  Washington  this  week  included  Wn.  E.  Phillips,  inspector 
at  Toledo,  Ohio,  who  is  on  leave,  and  S.  F.  Shreve,  of  the  Baltimore  office. 
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OFFICE  1TOTES  (Continued)  ; 

Wrn.  E.;  Leigh,  of  Mr.  Pailthorp's  Project  in  Washington,  is  passing  the 
cigars  and  candy  this  week.    A  son,  William  Earl  ,  Jr.,  arrived  in  his  home 
on  Tuesday. morning.    Congratulations  are  extended  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leigh. 

Guy  G-.  Chase,  of  Pennsylvania,  has  "been  appointed  as  a  Junior  Adminis- 
trative Assistant  in  connection  with  work  under  the  P.A.C.  Act  at  the  Earle 
Bldg.  in  Washington.    He  is  assisting  in  the  Licensing  and  Recording  Section 
of  the  Regulatory  Branch.    Mr.  Chase  received  his  public  school  education  at 
Jamestown,  B.Y.,  and  later  attended  "business  college.    He  studied  for  two 
years  at  Purdue  University,  specializing  in  civil  engineering.    Prom  192O  to 
192-9,  Mr.  Chase  was  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Barshal  Company, 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  for  the  past  year  or  more  he  has  been  employed  "by  the 
Prison  Bureau  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice  as  a  consultant  and  as  Assist- 
ant Supt.  of  Pederal  Prison  Camp  ^To.  3« 

Robert  Bier,  of  the  Washington  inspection  headquarters,   spent  a  few 
days  last  week  in  the  tomato  cannery  district  of  Virginia,  supervising  the 
inspection  work  on  fresh  tomatoes  for  canning.    Today  he  has  gone  with  S,  B. 
Shaw,  of  the  University  of  Maryland  staff,  to  Westminster,  M&.,  to  address  a 
gathering  of  Carroll  County  growers  and  canners  who  are  interested  in  the 
grading  service  on  cannery  tomatoes. 

Herbert  Graff  went  to  Richmond,  7a.,  on  Wednesday  to  inspect  a  carload 
of  grapes  in  that  market. 

Judge  R.  L.  Dillman  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Sullivan  (stenographer)  left  Wash- 
ington on  Saturday  to  attend  the  several  hearings  under  the  P.A.C.  Act,  which 
were  listed  in  the  schedule  on  page  519  °f  the  last  D.L. 

J.  W.  Dykes,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  was  in  Baltimore  this  week, 
malting  investigations  under  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

Brice  Edwards,  who  is  doing  field  work  under  the  P.A.C.  Act,  is  now 

visiting  various  shipping  points  and  city  markets  in  Michigan. 

Announcement  is  made  of  the  resignation,  effective  August  31»  of  L.  H. 
Newcomer,  who  had  been  assisting  with  the  work  in  the  Atlanta  office  for  some 
months . 

J.  C.  Keller,  who  has  been  helping  with  the  market-reporting  work  in 
Chicago  since  his  appointment  in  August,  193^5  stopped  at  the  Washington 
office  a  few  days  en  route  to  his  new  headquarters  at  Atlanta,  where  he  will 
assist  J.  H.  Hoover.    Mr.  Keller  arrived  in  Atlanta  today. 

W.  D.  Hull  has  been  assigned  to  the  Chicago  office,  where  he  will 
assist  with  the  news  service. 

W.  E.  Harrison,  of  the  Baltimore  office,  has  returned  from  his  leave 
and  R.  M.  Peterson,  who  substituted  for  him,  has  now  gone  to  Martinsburg, 
W.  7a.,  where  he  will  operate  the  news  service  on  apples. 
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OFFICE  BOTES  (Continued*): 

R.  E.  Corbin,  of  the  Kansas  City  narket-news  office,  is  visiting  potato 
shipping  points  in  Nebraska  this  week,  in  order  to  make  arrangements  for  f.oib. 
reports,  which  will  he  included  in  the  daily  potato  reports  as  published  in 
the  Denver  office  and  elsewhere. 

W.  D,  G-ooge,  who  was  substituting  recently  in  Kansas  City,  will  return 
to  his  headquarters  at  Fort  forth  by  the  end  of  this  week  and  will  then  go  on 
a  week's  vacation. 

1.  H.  Hicholson  opened  the  news  service  on  Maine  potatoes  at  Presque 
Isle  on  Thursday.    Sympathy  is  extended  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Uicholson' s 
mother,  which  occurred  in  Indiana  on  September  1. 

R.  C-.  Risser  closed  the  service  on  cantaloupes  at  Rocky  Ford,  Colo,, 
on  Thursday  and  has  proceeded  to  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  where  he  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  potato  reporting  service,  beginning  next  Thursday.  , 

A.  M.  McDowell  has  gone  from  Chicago  to  Waupaca,  Wis,,  to  open  the 
news  service  on  potatoes  next  Monday,  September  ik. 

G-.  W.  Winfrey  completed  his  personal  supervision  of  shipping-point 
inspections  in  Arkansas  and  returned  to  his  headquarters  at  Hew  Orleans  on 
September  6.    He  left  inspector  H.  H.  Bailey  in  charge  of  the  remaining  work 
at  Bentonville,  Ark.,  which  was  expected  to  last  until  mid-September. 

It  is  understood  that  T.  W.  Ayres  has  moved  his  headquarters  to  Char- 
lottesville, 7a. 9  during  the  supervision  of  apple  inspections  at  shipping 
points  in  that  territory. 

J.  E.  Dicker son  did  not  go  to  Warsaw,  Ind.,  as  indicated  i n the  lest 
D.L.,  but  returned  to  his  headquarters  at  Indianapolis,  after  completing  his 
shipping-point  work  on  Indiana  peaches.    From  now  until  about  October  10  he 
will  be  working  on  cannery  tomatoes  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  but  can  be 
reached  at  the  Indianapolis  office.    Reports  on  Indiana  (and 'Michigan)  onion 
Inspections  can  be  had  from  the  Federal-State  Inspection  Service,  Warsaw,  Ind. 

Inspectio  n  reports  on  Berth  Dakota  potatoes  can  be  obtained  from 
R.  C.  Hastings,  State  College  Station,  Fargo,  H.  Dak. 

C.  Ray  Warren,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  special  certification  work  on 
export  apples  at  Montreal,  Canada,  has  now  gone  to  Caribou,  Maine,  where  he 
will  supervise  the  shipping-point  work  on  potatoes  until  next  spring. 

W.  W.  Anderson,  who  has  been  assisting  in  the  Hew  York  inspection 
office,  lias  now  taken  Mr.  Warren* s  place  at  Montreal,  and  can  be  addressed  at 
Room  2(h,  Board  of  Trade  Bldg.  in  that  city,  during  the  period  that,  special 
certificates  are  required  on  apple  exports  to  Great  Britain. 

R.  H.  vonG-lahn,  after  having  assisted  with  Hew  York  City  inspections 
for  some  weeks,  will  return  to  his  headquarters  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  on 
Saturday  of  this  week. 

SfeaL ..  ■  Mm,  11 
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H.  H,  Henderson,  who  also  was  helping  with  inspection  work  in  ITew  York, 
returned  to  Norfolk,  Va.}  on  August  31.    He  is  at  Nathalie,  Va.,  on  vacation 
during  most  of  the  first  half  of  September  and  will  be  at  his  home  in  Norfolk 
for  the  remaining  few  days  of  his  leave. 

W.  C.  Hackleman,  Regional  Supervisor  of  the  Inspection  Service  in  ITew 
York  City,  is  on  vacation  until  September  17.  Boiling  Hall,  of  that,  office, 
is  taking  his  leave  from  September  2  to  19.  G-.  W.  Payne,  Associate  Regional 
Supervisor,  was  on  vacation  during  the  last  half  of  August. 

B.  C,  Beeler,  who  has  been  substituting  in  the  Cleveland  inspection 
office,  will  proceed  to  Cincinnati  by  the  l6th,  where  he  will  relieve  K.  A. 
Bowers,  while  the  latter  is  on  vacation. 

W.  J.  Bertush,  who  substituted  for  R.  M8  Ferguson  in  Minneapolis  the 
past  few  weeks,  expects  to  return  to  his  headquarters  in  Chicago  on  Wednesday. 

M.  A.  Russell,  Associate  Regional  Supervisor  of  the  Inspection  Service 
in  Chicago,  reports  that  1,200  cars  of-  Illinois  peaches  were  inspected  at 
shipping  points  this  season.    Last  year  the  Illinois  crop  was  a  failure. 

The  HOUSTON,  TEXAS,  inspection  office  is  now  located  at  1305  Prairie 
Avenue.    Temporary  arrangements  for  mail  service  have  been  made  at  P.O.  Box 
I9W+.    The  office  phone  number  is  Preston  ^-SSS.    Please  make  note  of  these 
changes  on  the  inspectors'  address  list. 

The  telephone  number  at  the  Boston  inspection  office  has  been  changed 
to  Hancock  2312  and  Hancock  3313.    Please  note  this  change  on  the  address  list 
of  inspection  offices. 

The  Canned  Goods  Grading  Proj  ect ; 

Washington  office  quarters  of  Paul  M.  Williams,  in  charge  of  the  Canned 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  Grading  Project,  and  of  Loyde  M.  Billman,  assistant, .have 
been  moved  to  Room  203        the  building  at  221  Linworth  Place;  phone  Kb.  1001. 

E.  P.  Bostwick  is  en  route  to  Chicago,  where  he  will  be  In  charge  of 
the  branch  office  of  this  Project  in  that  market,  effective  September  15.  He 
had  to  stop  at  Frederick,  Md.,  to  inspect  about  10  carloads  of  canned  corn, 
being  purchased  for  a  Government  department. 

. Loyde  M,  Billman  has  been  detailed  for  the  past  few  days  to  the  General 
Supply  Committee  in  Washington,  to  inspect  and  grade  samples  of  canned  goods 
being  purchased  for  local  Government  hospitals  and  other  institutions. 

The  CHICAGO  OFFICE  of  the  Canned  Goods  Grading  Project  will  be  located 
in  Room  509  A  and  B,  Mercantile  Exchange  Bldg.,  110  Jff«  Franklin  Street.  Plea.se 
make  note  of  this  branch  office  address. 
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la.    A  MOTOR-TRUCK  TRIP  EROM  LOS  AIIGELES  TO  HEW  YORK 

W.  L.  Jackson,  of  the  Los  Angeles  office,  submitted . the  following  very 
interesting  report  in  a  letter  of  September  S:~ 

"The  record,  for  hauling  "by  motor  truck  doubtless  has  been  broken  by  a 
shipment  recently  made  from  Los  Angeles.    A  truck  and  trailer,  reported  to 
carry  UO, 000  pounds  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  left  Los  Angeles  on  Saturday, 
September  5,  bound  for  Hew  York.    This  shipment  was  not  in  the  nature  of  a  com- 
mercial venture  but  more  as  a  trial  for  the  truck  and  the  electrical  refrigera- 
tion employed.    The  cargo  was  composed  of  donations  from  southern  California 
producers  mid  shippers.    Among  these  was  a  box  for  President  Hoover  and  -presents 
for  the  mayors  of  the  principal  cities  through  which  the  truck  was  scheduled 
to  pass. 

"Considerable  space  was  left  in  the  forward  part  of  the  truck  for  a 
large  instrument  board  which  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  highly- trained  technical 
engineer.    Apparatus  was  avialble  for  recording  some  5+6  operations  of  the 
equipment,  and  data  thus  obtained  will  be  made  available  by  the  Southern  Cali- 
fornia Ereight  Lines,  Ltd.,  to  everyone  interested  and  particularly  to  truck 
owners  and  operators,  .^his  is  probably  the  first  instance  in  which  electrical 
refrigeration  has  been  employed  in  the  transportation  of  fruit"  ana.  vegetables 
by  motor  truck.  Both  car  and  trailer  were  cooled  electrically ,    ,V  cording  to 
reports,   'dry  zone'  thistle  fluff  from  Africa  was  used  as  insula  "i.cn.  between 
the  walls  of  both  truck  and  trailer. 

"Originally  the  schedule  called  for  completion  of  the  trip  within  seven 
days,  but  I  believe  that  the  itinerary  has  been  so  arranged  that  it  will  be 
practically  impossible  to  make  the  trip  in  so  short  a  time.    In  any  event,  the 
truck  and  trailer  should  arrive  in  Hew  York  City  early  next  week."  . 


2a.     LIST  0E  OEEICSS  0E  U.S.  EMPLOYMENT  SERVICE 

The  Deportment  of  Labor  has  requested  the  cooperation  of  our  Department 
in  using  the  facilities  of  the  U.S„  Employment  Service  as  a  means  for  the  pro- 
curement of  all  classes  of  labor  not  calling  for  Civil  Service  requirements. 
With  this  Division  Letter,  each  of  the  branch  offices  of  the  Emit  and  Vege- 
table Division  in  city  markets  will  receive  a  list  of  the  State  headquarters 
of  the  U.S.  Employment  Service.    This  should  be  kept  for  reference  and  should 
be  used  as  fully  as  possible.    There  is  an  office  in  each  State* 

3a,    MOTHER  MARKETING  SUi/l.lARY  ISSUED 

"Marketing  Maine  Potatoes,  1930^31  Season,"  is  the  title  of  an  addition- 
al field  station  summary  issued  this'  week.    The  author  is  W.  D.  Hull.    A  map 
of  Maine  on  the  front  cover  shows  the  number  of  cars  of  potatoes  shipped  from 
each  county  during  the  past  setasoii.  ■  • 

(Page  3+1) 
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MARKET  IffiWS  SERVICE 


To .    VERY  LI.C-ET  YIELDS  0?  POTATOES  IF  COLORADO 

Bryce  Morris  included  the  following  information  in  a  letter  of  Septem- 
ber 12  from  Denver :- 

"The  potato  shipments  from  Colorado  this  season  will  doubtless  drop 
to  about  half  of  last  year's  18,000  cars.    One  who  is  accustomed  to  the  normal 
good  production  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  cannot  realize  how  serious  and  generally 
"widespread  the  drought  damage  is  in  that  section,  without  actually- seeing  the 
district  this  year.    The  highest  yield  reported  to  date  was  60  sacks  for 
market  and  13  sacks  for  seed  from  ground  that  normally  would  produce  3°°  sacks 
per  acre.    Unquestionably  many  fields  will  never  be  harvested  on  account  of 
low  production. 

"Colorado  has  now  rolled  approximately  300  cars  of  lettuce,  compared 
with  a  total  of  1,610  for  193'Q.  This  year's  movement  probably  will  not  exceed  . 
'300  errs'.    '  Shipments  of  green  peas  have  practically  stopped, .  with  this  seasonfe 
movement  at  536  cars,  compared  with  a  final  total  -of least  year.  Cauli- 
flower was  moving  liberally  from  the  San  Luis  Valley  but  in  small  amounts  from 
the  Arkansas  Valley  where  hot,  dry  weather  has  materially  reduced  the  possible 
production.    Colorado 1 s  cabbage  crop  is  not  expected,  to  exceed  5OC  cars,  which 
Will  be  less  than  half  of  last  year's  movement." 


2b.     IRREGULAR  COI'DITIOITS  I  IT  NEBRASKA.  POTATO  DISTRICTS 

R.  E.  Corbin,  of  the  Kansas  City  office,  spent  a 'few  days  last  week  in 
western  Nebraska,  a.rranging  for  f.o.b.  reports  on  potatoes.    Below  is  a  part 
of  his  report,  as  submitted  to  the  Washington  office "in  a  letter  of  Sept.  lU:~ 

"The  potatoes  that  are  under'- irrigation  in  western  Nebraska  are  looking 
very  well  as  to  yield,  although  the  quality  is  not  all  that  might  be  hoped  for. 
The  acreage  was  slightly  increased  over  last  year,  possibly  10%,  and  the  Indi- 
cated yields  are  not  quite  so  heavy,  so  that  the  estimated  shipments  are  about 
the  same  as  last'  season.    The  dry-land  farmers,  however,  pre  in  difficulty. 
The  seasoiihas  been  abnormally  dry  and  yields  are  light.     In  some  fields, 
where  we  dug  several  hills  of  potatoes,  we  found  one  good-sized  tuber  and  four 
or  five  very  small  ones  to  the  hill.    Local  factors  ore  estimating  the  yields 
on  these  dry-land  fields  at  50  to  75  bushels  per  acre,  with  an  occasional'  • 
field  running  higher.    This  Is  especially  true  in  the  Alliance  and  Eemingford 
sections.    Down  at  Kimball,  I  probably  was  in  the  best  fields  and  was  quite 
amazed  at  the  prospective  yield  and  high  quality  of  the  Triumphs.    One  field, 
which  we  inspected  thoroughly,  will  probably  run  close  to  200  bushels ^ per 
acre,  and  the  potatoes  are  smooth  and' very  good  type  Triumphs,    The  Kimball 
territory  had  much  more  rain  during  the  early  part  of  the  season  then  had 
Alliance  and  Hemingford. 

"The  early  stock  going  to  market  now  is  coming  out  in  very  indifferent 
condition,  on  account  of  the  hot  weather  and  resulting  sun-scald,  but  it  is 
expected  that  this  early  stock  will  cleanup  this  week.    Sun-scald  Is  a. rather 
unusual  .occurrence  on  Nebraska  pota„tbcs,  and  the  farmers  are  very  much  sur- 
prised.and  Chagrined  at  the  effect  it'  was  having  on  stock  being  shipped  out. 
Stock  that  had  stood  for  a  day  and  a  half,  after  being  exposed  to  the  extreme 
heat  last  week,  was  showing  rapid  deterioration." 


Division  letter,"  Sept„  IS,  1931 


3b .    A  RUSH  OF  PEACH  SHIPMENTS  EROM  MICHIGAN  ■  ... 

R.  E.  Keller  sent  the  following  report  from  Benton  Harbor :on  Sept,  13:- 
"The  Elberta  peach  harvest  is  now  at  its  height,  and  movement  of  this 
crop  is  absorbing  all  the  time  of  Michigan  shippers  and  farmers. .  Apples, 
grapes,  pears  and  vegetables  maturing  during  the  past  week  have  been  neglected 
to  attend  to  the  rush  of  peach  "'harvesting.    Unseasonably  hot  weather  all  of 
last  week  caused  the. peaches  to  ripen  fast,  and,  in  spite  of  the  diligent 
efforts  of  both  farmers  and  shippers,  a  large  portion  of  the  fruit  remaining 
has  become  soft.    The  entire  Elberta  harvest,  in  both  the  southern 'and  the 
northern  producing  regions,  will  be  practically  completed  the  latter  part  of 
this  week.    Marketing  and  orderly  movement  of  peaches  during  the  period  of 
September  6  to  12  was  seriously  curtailed  by  the  two  Holidays,-  Labor  Day  on 
Monday  and  the  Jewish  holiday  on  Saturday. 

"Returns  were  consistently  low  all  week,  ranging  from  75^ » the  top 
f.o.b.  price  on  bushel  baskets  ill  carlots,  down  to  low  mark  of  25^  cash  to 
growers  on  the  Benton,: Harbor  market.    The  carlot  movement  has  been  light,  but 
truck  movement  very  heavy.    A  package  count    shows  that  the  equivalent  of 
504  carloads  was  sold  over  the  local  cash  market  to  truckers  during  the  past 
six  days, 

"Bartlett  pears  have  practically  all  been  harvested  raid  most  of  the 
shippers  have  cleaned  up  their  storage  holdings.    The  crop  was  light.  Har- 
vesting of  the  light  crop  of  Kieffers  will  start  in  the  next  week  or  two,  and 
it  appears  likely,  from  present  advices,  that  the  bulk  of  this  variety  will 
be  taken  over  by  local  canners, 

"Apple  harvesting,  selling  and  shipping  has  been  largely  postponed 
becaw.se  all  the  farmers  have  had  poaches  to  get  off  and  most  of  the  fall 
apples  can  be  harvested  later.    A  few  Weal thy s  have  been  moving. 

"Early  varieties  of  grapes  are  light  and  Concords  have  not  started 
moving  in  appreciable  quantities.  Hot  weather  has  ripened  the  Concords  so 
that  they  are  ready  to  pick,  and  this  will  probably  hasten  the  ■conclusion  of 
the  harvesting  season." 

kno.    1T0RTHWESTERIT  HEWS  SERVICE  APPRECIATED 

Two  letters,  containing  unsolicited  commendations  of  the  market  re- 
ports, as  published  by  J.  D.  Hamilton  and  B.  E.  Surry  at  Portland,  have  come 
to  our  attention.    The  one  is  from  a  young  Japanese  farmer  near  Salem,  Oregon, 
whe  is  a  graduate  of  the  Oregon  State  Agricultural  College  and  is  now  the 
manager  of  his  father1 s  farming  and  shipping* interests .    This  letter  reads 
in  part  as  follows :- 

"I  am  not  only  interested  in  your  market  reports  but  fully  depend- 
ing on  your  reports  for  my  vegetable  quotation.    So  far,   I  have  never  lost 
a  single  copy  of  report,  and  frequently  I  go  back  and  check  up  the  market 
conditions  for  a  month.    Last  year  I  gained  lots  more  knowledge,  on  general 

conditions  of  the  eastern  markets  by  following  the  reports  and  had  more 
returns  on  my  hO  carloads  of  celery  than  I  expected,  even  during  the  slow 

demand  on  celery.  I  have  really  no  words  to  express  my  thanks  for 

your  prompt  and  dependable  service  throughout  the  year." 

Another  ' letter  from  a  distributor  at  Walla  Walla,  %sh.,  corn-ends  very 
highly  the  market  reports  on  fresh  prunes,  as  published  by  Mr.  Hamilton  at 
that  point  during  August.    He  says-:  "The  prune  deal  was  handled  in  a  quiet, 

dignified  and  efficient  manner  The  success  of  our  pooling  agreement 

was  due  in  large  measure  to  your  fine  cooperation." 


J^HLj.  Division  Letter,  ,  Sept.  l&x  1931.  

5b.    A  REPORT  PIT  WSSTMIH  NEW  YORK  COHDITIOHS   

Belov/  is  a  condensed  report  on  New  York  crops,  as  submitted  by  R/'L. 
Sutton,  of  the  Rochester  office,  in  a  letter  dated  September  15.:— 

"The  apple  deal  in  western  New  York  is  slow  in  getting  under  way. .The 
early  varieties,  such  as  Wealthy,  Oldenburg,  and  Maiden  Blush,  are  being 
shipped,  but  the  trade  response  from  an  f.o.b.  buying  standpoint  is  backward. 
Dealers  are  quoting  and  confirming  some  sales  of  U„S.  Ho.  1,  9g-inch.es  up, 
Wealthys  at  6'5£-70^  per  bushel  basket  or  tub,  and  2  3/!4-inch  Twenty  Ounce  at 
SO^-SOjJ.    Rhode  Island  Greenings  are  near  the  beginning  of  their  harvest  period 
and,  although,  a  few  quotations  have  been  sent  out  by  the  trade,  not  enough 
sales  at  this  time  have  been  made  to  establish  a  market  for  this  variety* 

"The  unseasonably  hot  weather,  that  has  prevailed  in  western  Hew  York 
for  about  a  week,  has  rushed  to  a  near  completion  the  harvesting  of  peaches. 
Comparatively  few  cars  have  moved  to  market  by  rail;  the  bulk  of  the  crop  thus 
far  has  gone  into  storage,  or  been  shipped  to  market  by  truck  or  sold  locally 
to  consumers.    The  crops  from  Illinois,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  are  -being 
depleted,   so  that  storage  peaches  from  Hew  York  during  the  later  part ^ of  Sep- 
tember and  early  October  should  meet  with  a  better  demand.    However,  it  must 
bo  realized  that,  with  a  national  production  of  peaches  ^1-, 000,000  bushels 
greater  than  last  season,  the  people  are  pretty  well  fed-up  with  this  fruit. 
Truckers  are  taking  large  quantities  of  western  How' York  peaches  at  prices^ 
that  have  held  around  50^  per  bushel.  •  Some  growers  are  offering  their  fru.it 
at  25^  per  bushel  to  people  who  will  pick  the  peaches  and  furnish  their  oral 
basket  s .  '■  • 

"Bartlett  pears  are  now  moving  entirely  from  cold  storage.    Sales  are 
rather  scarce, 'the  prevailing  price  holding  mostly  around  $1.50  per  bushel. 
Storage  pears  during  October  should  turn  out  to  be  fairly  good  property.  The 
marketing  of  the  grape  crop  from  the  Chautauqua-Erie  section  is  expected  to 
be  fairly  active  next  week;' 

"Celery  has  shown  no  marked  fluctuation  in  f.o.b.  prices  during  the^ 
past  week.    Best  offerings  in  two-thirds  crates  rarely  exceed  $2.50.  Quality 
of  the  stock  is  usually  the  deciding  factor  as  to  the  price  obtained.  The 
insects  have  caused  considerable  damage,  reducing  the  quantity  of  good  stock 
available.    The  offerings  at  this  time  consist  of  the  early  varieties.^  First 
cuttings  of  the  Golden  Self -blanching  crop  arc  not  expected  Until  October  1. 

"Demand  for  cabbage  continues  very  slow.    The  hot  weather  has  worked 
as  a  detriment  to  the  orderly  marketing  of  this  crop.    Dealers  have  to  cover 
wide  territories  with  thier  quotations,   in  order  to  accomplish  the  limited 
sales  that  are  being  reported.    A  few  shipments  of  Danish-type  have  occurred, 
but  not  much  activity  on  this  late  storage  variety  is  expected  until  colder 
weather  arrives. 

"Onions  held  about  steady  during  the  week.    The  50-pound  bags  of  U.S. 
Ho.  1  yellows,  60$  to  75$  two  inches  and  larger,  ranged  90^-95^_ at  shipping 
points.    Few  cars  of  100-pound  sacks  are  being  loaded,  the  f.o.b.  price  being 
around  $1.75  Per  sack. 

"Carrots  have'  shown  little  change.    Sacked  stock  in  the  rough  holds 
around  65$*  per  100  pounds,  and  bushels  of  washed  carrots  sell  in  carlots 
occasionally  at  1#,'<  .  .  ^  Ce  B0H33,  . 

Specialist  in  Market  News. 
An  ERROR  occurred  in  Par.  3b  of  last  week's  D.L.    The  f.o.b.- prices  of 
Hew  York  "celery,  should  hove  been  $2.50,  -$2.65  and  $2.75  Per  two-thirds  crate, 
instead  of  $1.50,  $1.65  and  $1.75,  as  stated  in  that  article. 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE 


Stations 

Mail 
List 

In.  Charge 

::  Reports 

Pirst 
Bulletin 

Probably 
will  close 

FRESNO,  CALIF.**  i 
212  Holland  Bldg.  i 

319! 

A.  E.  Prugh  j 

Grapes 

July  22  \ 

Nov.  7 

BENTON  HABBQE,  MICH.**  ■' 
205  P.O.  Bldg.              '  ! 

S3S: 

E.  E.  Keller- 

-Apples 
-Pears 

■  Peaches 
"Gropes  • 

■  Onions 
Potatoes 

Aug.  20  j 
'Aug.  28" 
Sept,  S  ■ 
S  ept .  21 
Sept,  21  . 
Oct-.  7  \ 

Oct.  2k 
■  Oct.  3 
Sept.  19 
Oct.  2k. 
,  Oct.  2U 
..Oct.  2k 

ROCHESTER,  11. 1.** 
D-310  Triangle  Bldg. 

S37 

R.  L.  Sutton 

Pears 

Onions 

Carrot & 

Cabbage' 

Celery 

Apples 

'  Peaches  . 

■  Grapes  . 
Potatoes 

Sept.  2, 
Sept .'  2 
Sept . • 2  .  • 
Sept.  2 
Sept .  2 
S  ept .  S 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  23 
Oct.  5 

■■  :Tov.  7 

Apr.  9 

May  21 
Liar.  26 
Jon.  9 
May  21 
Oct .  3 
Dct.  31 
:  May  21 

PRESQtTE  ISLE,  ME.** 
Hedrich  Block 

I  SU2 

:  V.  H.  Ilicholso] 

i 
i 

1  Potatoes 

Sept.  10 

Apr.  30 

WAUPACA,  WIS.** 
uouit  xiOv.se 

1-  A.  M.  McDowell 

Potatoes 

•Sept..  Ik 

.  Mar..  26. 

iiMTlNSBURG,  •  W.  VA. 

j  S35 

5  R.  M.  Peterson 

Apples 

i  Sept.  15 

j  Oct.  31 

IDAHO  PALLS ,  IDAHO 
230  Federal  Bldg. 

:  R.  G.  Ris.ser 

Potatoes 

:Ser)t.  17 

:  May  7 

**  Sto.te  cooperating 


W.  P,  Cox  in  San  Prancisco  J.  B,  Owens  in  Detroit 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Portland  W.  D.  Googe  in  Port  Worth 

E.  P.  Will son  en  route  to  Florida.         'H.  S.  Rutland  at  Shin  Pond,  Me. 

FIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 
in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 


The  Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Grading  Project  announces  that  the 
first  grading  work  was  done  and  the  first  certificates  were  issued  at  the 
Louisville,  Ky.,  branch  Office  last  week.         C,  Curry  is  handling  this  work 
at  Louisville.   'The  grading  of  canned  goods  i  n  the  vicinity  of  East  on,  Lid., 
has  become  so  heo.vy  that  it  was  necessary  to  appoint  additional  clerical 
help  at  that  field  office. 


5U6 
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j      REGULATORY  ACTIVITIES 

le.     QUEERS  ISSUES  III  ANOTHER  WEST  VIRGIITIA  CASE 

A  couple  of  weeks  ago,  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture    issued  orders  in 
connection  with  a  ce.se  in  "West  Virginia  under  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

In  this  case  of  Baker  Brothers  vs.  West  Virginia  Brokerage'  Company,  the 
complainant  had  sold  six  cars  of  apples,  which  the  respondent  admitted  purchas- 
ing.   Signed,  confirmations  were  me.de  by  the  "broker.    In  the  first  of  these  con- 
firmations, there  appeared  immediately  after  the  price  the  words  "including 
brokerage. "    None  of  the  later  confirmations  bore  any  notation  regarding  the 
brokerage.    The  respondent  accepted,  delivery  and  paid  the  agreed- purcha.se  price 
for  each  car,  without  making  any  deductions  for  brokerage.    In  the  final  ac- 
counting, the  respondent  deducted  $120  brokerage  on  all  six  cars  at  the  rate  of 
$20  per  car.    The  complainant  alleged  that  nothing  was  said  about  brokerage 
until  the  respondent  made  the  deduction.    The  Secretary,  as  a  result  of  the 
hearing  of  this  case,  found  that  the  respondent  .had  violated  the  Perishable 
Agricultural  Commodities'  Act  in  that  the  company  failed  truly  and  correctly  to 
account  to  ?aker  Brothers  and  that  the  respondent  is  indebted  to  Baker  Brothers 
in  the  amount  of  $508.25.    He  awarded  damages  to  and  issued  a  reparation  order 
in  favor  of  Baker  Brothers  in  this  amount. 


2e.    A  DECISION  MADE  III  A  P.A.C.  CASE  AT  ALTOCm,  PA. 

The  Secretary  has  issued  an  order  regarding  a  case  brought  under  the 
P.A.C.  Act  by  W.  K.  Morgan  &  Company,  Seaford,  Delaware,  -against  the  Altoona 
Produce  Company,  Altoona.,  Pa. 

The  complainant  sold  the  respondent  on  August  S,  193^»  a  carload  of 
tomatoes  at  the  agreed  price  of  $806.30,  and  on  August  12,  193°>  a  carload  of 
cucumbers  at  the  agreed  price  of  $337.014.    The  cars  were  shipped  from  Westover, 
Md.,  to  Altoona,  Pa.,  and  were  accepted  by  the  respondent,  but  the  purchase 
price  thereof  was  not  paid. 

The  respondent  claimed  that  the  condition  and  quality  of  the  commodities 
purchased  did  not  comply  with  the  sale  specification.    The  respondent,  however, 
did  not  file  a  formal  answer  in  the  case  and  the  claim,  above-mentioned,  was 
based  upon  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  given  at  the  hearing.  . 

With  regard  to  the  tomatoes,  the  respondent  claimed  that  they  were 
green,  when  purchased,  and  that  he  expected  them  to  ripen  upon  arrival  at  des- 
tination but  that  30$  of  them  failed  to  ripen  and  that  decay  developed  while 
they  were  .still  green.    The  record  does  not  show  that  the  seller  warranted 
either  expressly  or  impliedly  as  to  what  percentage  of  the  green  tomatoes  would 
ripen  upon  arrival  at  destination. 

Wit:,  regard  to  the  cucumbers,  the  respondent  testified  that  many  of  then 
were  yellow  upon  arrival  and  that  they  were  irregular  as  to  size.  The  complain- 
ant contended  that  he  had  called  the  respondent* s  attention  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  late  in  the  season  for  the  shipment  of  cucumbers  and  that  he  had  also  in- 
formed respondent  that  the  cucumbers  were  irregular  in  size.  It  was  further 
contended  by  the  complainant  that  the  cucumbers  were  sold  "  'as.  is5  with  no 
comebacks  and  no  allowances." 

The  parties  did  not  clearly  specify  i'n  writing  what  kind  of  tomatoes 
and  cucumbers  were  to  be  furnished  and,  from  consideration  of  the  record  as 


Division  Letter,  Sept.  IS,  1951  


whole,  the  Secretary  expressed  the  conviction  that  the  respondent  had  failed 
to  establish  a  breach  of  contract  specif  icat ions,  on  tile:  .part  of  the  complain- 
ant and  that,  therefore,  a  finding  in  the  respondent's  favor  in  support  of  its 
affirmative  defense  is  not  warranted  by  the.  re-cord.    The  Secretary,  therefore, 
concluded  that  the  respondent  failed,  refused  and  neglected  truly  and  correct- 
ly ^  to-  account  to  the  complainant ,  covering  the . .purchase  price  of,' the  tomatoes 
and  cucumbers  in  question,  thereby  violating  Section  2' of  the  Act,  and  ordered 
that  the  complainant  is  entitled  to  an  award  of  damages  against  the  respondent 
in  the  total  sum  of:  $1,14-3. 3*+  <md  that .  the  facts  constituting  respondent 1  s 
failure  truly  and  correctly  to  account  should  be  published,  '  as  provided  by  law. 

3c.    AIT  IITOBRESTIHG-  REVIEW  OP  THE  TOE  U1TDER  P.A..C.  ACT 

The  following  summary  of  facts  concerning  the  enforcement  of  the  P.A.C. 
Act  was  prepared  by  W.  L.  Svans ,  ■ 

Practically  all  of  the  actual  work  of  issuing  licenses  and  handling 
complaints  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  'Commodities  Act  has  boon  done 
daring  the  past  12  months.    During  that  period    16, 014-  licenses  have  been 
issued  and  4-31  have  been  extended  for  the  second  year;    $171,690  has  been  col- 
lected in  license  fees;     2, Oil  complaints  of  alleged  violations  have  been  re- 
ceived, which  is  an  average  of  37  complaints  per  week,  of  which  total  1,10+ 
have  been  disposed  of  and  closed,  leaving  84-7  cases  pending.    Public  hearings 
have  been  held  in  29  cases  cf  the  179  which  have  been  .referred  to  the 
Solicitor. 

About  one  half  of  the  complaints  filed  allege  rejection  without  reason- 
able cause.    Of  the  remainder,  one-third  .allege  failure  to  deliver  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  of  sale,  while  two-thirds  allege  incorrect  accounting. 
Of  the  cases  closed,  amicable  settlements  were  made  of  350  cases,  4-00  were 
either  withdrawn  by  the  complainant  or  the  complainant  failed  to  reply  to 
requests  for  further  information,  84-  did  not  fall  under  the  Act,  and  the  re- 
maining 330  complaints  were  closed  for  various  reasons  such  as  no  enforceable 
contract,   insufficient  evidence,  no  violation,  not  good,  delivery  on  the  part 
of  the  complainant.    Personal  investigations  have  been  made  in  65  cases. 

Considering  the  vast  amount  of  correspondence  entailed  in  connection 
with  most  of  the  complaints,  as  well  as  in  connection  with  the  licensing 
work,  it  is  apparent  that  a  great  deal  has  already  been  accomplished  with  the 
comparatively  small  personnel.    The  volume  of  work  involved  may  be  more  clear- 
ly visualized when  it  is  stated  that  each  day  at  least  4-00  pieces  of  corre* 
spondence  are  filed  and  approximately  100  cases  are  withdrawn  from  the  files 
for  attaching  incoming  correspondence  or  for  following  tip  for  replies.  This 
work  is  done  by  a  filing  force  of  four  clerks  in  addition  to  their  other' 
duties  of  keeping  certain  records,  making  cross-index  cards  .and  furnishing 
special  information  requested  by  investigators. 

This  work  under  the  P.A.C,  Act  is  located  in  the  Earle  "Building  at 
13th  and  E  Streets,.  1T.W.,  and  the  staff  includes  34-  employees-  11  technical 
and  23  non- technical .  . 

P.  0.  R03B, 

.  I n Charge,  Regulatory  Branch. 
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TEMPORARY •  HEADQUARTERS  OP  '-SHIPPIHG-POIITI  IIJSPSCTIOIT  WORK 


Approximate  date 

of 

States 

Supervisor 

' Products 

Opening 

Clos 

ing 

PORTO  PICO: 

A.  S.  Mason, 

1+02  Ochoa  Bldgh 
P..  O0  Box  13^7, 
San  Juan,  P.R. 

.  Citrus 

April  1  ; 

IIov. 

1 

DELAWARE : 

P.  S.  Zimmerman, 

c/o  State  Board  of  Agr.. 
Dover,- Del «,  •  ..' 

Apples 

July  1  j 

Oct. 

1 

MliOESOTA: 

0.  W.  Christenson, 
302  Gorham  Bldg., 
Mi  nne  ap  o 1 i  s ,  M i nn . 

Potatoes  , "' 

Aug.  .15 

Jan. 

1 

WASHIHGTOfr: 

17.  A.  Hilgeson, 

Court  House  (Box  ISO), 
Wenat  che  e ,  Wash . 

Apples 

Aug.  15 

Pc"b. 

1 

WEST  VIRGINIA; 

J.  J.-  Gardner, 

Shenandoah  Bank  Bldg., 
Martinsburg,  W.Va. 

Apples 

Aug.  20 

IIov . 

7 

1TSW  11TGLAKD : 

P.  S.  Kinsey, 

703  Appraiser's  Stores 
Bu.il  ding, 

Boston,  Mass. 

:  Apples 

Sept.  1 

Jan. 

1 

VIRGINIA: 

T.  f.  Ayres, 

Charlottesville,  Ya. 

■  Apples 

Sept.  Ik 

:    Peb . 

1 

mum : 

G.  Ray  Warren, 
Garibou,  Maine. 

■  Potatoes 

:  Sept.  ih 

:  Apr. 

1 

FLORIDA : 

0.  G.  Strauss, 
; '    Winter  Haven,  Pla. 

|  Citrus 

;  Sept.  15 

;    I  lav 

TEXiiS ; 

'  H.  T.  Longino, 

Room  5>  Madison  Hotel, 
Harlingen,  Texas  - 
P.O.Box  638 

•  Citrus 

Oct.  1 

■  Mar. 

REPORTS  on  the  following  products  can  be  obtained  from  offices  indicated  :r 

Iov/a  products  R.  C.  Lindstrom,  Des  Moines  office. 

Massachusetts  onions   0.  A.  MciTiff,  Springfield  office 

Ohio  products.-   M.  W.  Baker,  Columbus  office 

Indiana  &  Michigan  onions .. .  Federal-State  Inspection,  Warsav:,  Ind. 

ITorth  Dakota  potatoes  R.  C.  Hastings,  State  College  Sta.,  Pargo. 

Missouri  apples  F,  1.  lyle,  Kansas  City  office 
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\     HTSPECTIOIT  SZRflCZ      J   " '.'0 

1c.     CHARCOAL  ROT  Og  SWEET :  POTATOES        ;  ...  j 

Attached  to  this-D.L.  is  a  description  of  Charcoal  Rot  of  sweet 
potatoes,  written  by  Dr.  C.  B,  Ramsey,  of  the  B.P.I,  office  in  Chicago.  It 
.is  very  important  that  all  inspectors  read  this  article  carefully,  as  some 
inspectors  have  "been  unable  to  diagnose  this  trouble  correctly.    The  sheet 
containing  this  description  should  be  detached  and  filed  with  the  Sweet- 
Potato  Inspection  Circular. 

.2c .    APPLE  AI-TD  PEE  OK.  HEWS  FROM  STATS  OF  7IASH1HGT0H 

P.  E.  Bailey,  of  the  Yakima,  office,  kindly  sent  the  following  report 
in  a  letter  of  September  J  i- 

"While  a  few  cars  of  Jonathan  apples  have  moved  from  the  earlier  sec- 
tions of  the  State,  the  harvesting  of  fall  and  winter  varieties  is  not  yet 
really  under  way.    At  the  present  time,  growers  and  shippers  are  considerably 
.concerned  over  the  codling-moth  situation,  which  is  probably  as  bad  as  in  any 
.recent  year.    Up  until  about  two  days  ago,  the  worms  were  quite  active  and 
heavy  damage  has  already  been  incurred  in  many  orchards.    This  is  sufficient 
to  reduce  the  crop  of  the  State  by  several  thousand  cars. 

"Cool  weather  during  the  fore  part  of  September  usually  checks  codling- 
moth  activity  and,  as  we  have  had  some  fairly  cool  weather  during  the  past 
two  days,  such  a  check  may  now  have  occurred,  although,  if  the  weather  turns 
wnrm  again  soon,  renewed  worm  activity  is  not  an  impossibility. 

"Spider  damage  has  been  extensive  this  season  on  all  fruits,  including 
apples,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  fru.it  trees  with  the  foliage  turned 
brown  by  the  action  of  this  pest. 

"At  present,  we  have  an  interesting  situation  in  the  local  onion 
market  at  Yakima.    Probably  100  or  more  cars  of  onions  were  sold  by  growers 
at  prices  below  the  current  market.    The  dealers  who  bought  these  cars  have, 
in  turn,  sold  to  other  local  dealers  at  prices  generally  above  the  present 
market.    The  result  is  that  growers  are  not  anxious  to  make  delivery  on  their 
contracts, which  usually  specify  U.S.  Ho.  1  grade,  and  they  are  deliberately 
delivering  stock  slightly  below  grade,  evidently  hoping  that  the  delivery 
will  be  rejected.    On  the  other  hand,  the  speculative  buyer  is  demanding 
that  all  deliveries  be  up  to  grade  and  carry  certificates.    This  situation 
places  the  first  buyer  or  the  buyer  who  purchased  directly  from  the  grower 
in  a  bad  position  and  is  also  drawing  the  inspection  service  into  a  number 
of  grade  disputes.     It  is  rather  unusual  for  the  service  to  have  many  calls 
for  onion  inspections  during  early  September,  but  this  year  there  has  been 
quite  a  demand  already." 

3c.    CHAHGES  IH  LIST  OP  PAST-DUE  ACCOUHTS 

The  following  should  be  added  to  the  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts  : 
G.  Peck  Parkinson,         730  West  Randolph  St.,  Chicago       .  $12.00 
C.  C.  Woodall  Company,     Zillah,  Wash.  ~  $4.00 
Richman  and  Samuels,  .      Hew  York  City  $4.00 

The  following  should  be  taken  from  the. List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 
John  Morris,  Jr.  Harlingen,  Texas  $4.00 
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sacsiyriTG-poizr  iitspsotiohs  dueling  august.  1951 


Inspections 

Inspections 

ueclined 

Total 

Sane  Month 

for 

for  lack 

Total 

Markets 

Inspections 

1930 

Carriers 

of  time 

Pees 

Atlanta 

■  39 

.  k2 

2 

0 

$157.00 

Baltimore 

.  19 

15  .  .. 

,,  "•  "  '0 

0 

72.00 

Boston 

251  .,' 

;r  97 

*  '  rgk  • 

0 

795.26 

Buffalo 

2k..'-: 

19  ' 

5 

0 

105.  sk 

Chicago 

67  •'. 

179 

2 

0 

25O.5O 

Cincinnati 

37 

36 

0  >■ 

2 

165.3k 

Cleveland 

6G 

27 

'  T 

0 

kl2,71 

Columbus 

lk 

37 

0 

0 

52.00 

Denver 

21 

28:- 

 0  ..  . 

0 

S2.50 

Des  Moines 

3 

-  • 

\ •  0 

12.00 

Detroit 

S2 

127 

1 

0  • 

323.00 

Port  Worth 

17. 

20 

0 

0 

112.15 

Harris"burg 

3 

0 

Ik  .16 

Houston 

.  -  .., 

20 

- 

- 

- 

Indianapolis 

11  ' 

.  ;i7.  . 

■  0 

53.05 

Kansas  City ■ 

51 

k3. 

...  ...i5v 

k  ■ 

210.00 

Los  Angeles 

5 

.  3 

•  0 

0  • 

17.00 

Louisville 

9  • 

- 

0 

0 

20.50 

Memphis 

■  26.  " 

2k 

;  '0 

lOG.OO 

Milwaukee 

122 

53 

16 

0 

ksk.ko 

Minneapolis 

16 

..  .11 . 

0 

.•  i 

6k. 50 

Her/ark 

67.  ■ 

63: 

1 

3 

281.26 

Hew  Haven 

56 

...26  • 

IS 

!0 

2S7.00 

Hew  Orleans 

130 
H59 

iki. 

IS 

:a 0 

202.00 

lieu  York 

55s 

108' 

.0 

1.9kS.k0 

Omaha 

30 

.  26 

.13 

■  0 

122  ,k6 

Philadelphia 

105 

Iks 

21 

'  •  0 

kk2.91 

Pittsburgh 

116 

177 

TP 

v  '5  '. 

50s. 68 

Portland 

k 

6 

0 

6 

25.50 
50.66 

Providence 

13 

5 

0 

0 

Rochester 

9 

11 

0  : 

0 

55.30 

Sacramento 

0 

1 

0. 

0 

St.  Louis 

70 

95 

17 

0 

25S.50 

Salt  Loke  City 

C 

1 

0 

0 

1.00 

San  Prancisco 

3 

0 

0 

0 

15k. 00 

S.cranton 

12 

0 

0 

59.11 

Seattle 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Springfield 

15 

■  20 

3 

0 

75.00 

Toledo 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Trenton 

2 

0 

0 

0 

7.50 

Tulsa 

1+ 

1 

0 

22. S5 

Washington 

9 

13 

3 

0 

129. 00 

\7ilkes~Barre 

7 

9 

0 

0 

30. OC 

TOTALS : 

l,9°k 

2,12S 

1+7G 

20 

$s, 173.0k 

The  following  inspections  were  made  under  agreement  with  the  northern 
Ohio  Pood  Terminal  at  Cleveland:-  Total  1,965'       71S  Pennsylvania,  63  3&0, 
l,0i2  ITickcl  Plate,  12  Erie,  k7  Kroger  Grocery  &  Baking  Co. 
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IHSPSCTIOHS  POR  THE  HAVY  AHD  MM  IE  CORPS  DURING  AUGUST,  1911 


ALL  FIGURES  III  THF.SE  COLUMNS  EEPEESEM!  POUIIDS 


Symbols  :- 
11  -  Navy 
M  -  liarine 
Corps 

Pru.it  s  and 
Vegetables 
PASSED 

Pru.it  s  and 
Vegetables ' 
REJECTED  ■ 

■ 

TOTAL 
QUANTITY 
INSPECTED 

"Cuts"  made 
to  comply 
with  speci- 
fications 

Items 
Billed 
Short - 
weight 

Stations 

•If1'  M 

II            ■  M 

lf  M 

H  M 

IT  M 

Great  Lakes 

192705 

0  i 

53570 

0 

226075       >■  : 
0  : 

.  100 

0 

.  0 

0 

Newport 

0  : 

25677 

0 

771S71 

0 

682 

0 

0 

0 

Hew  York 

269523  : 
78289  : 

11925 

564 

281506 

78853 

70 

0 

0 

0 

Philadelphia 

ISS595  • 
23076 

1649 

124 

19024U  : 
23200 

554 

55 

0 

0 

San  Diego 

61S533 

56924 

9265 

'  0 

62773S 

56924 

2557 

149 

Q 

0 

San  Francisco 

644588 

56600 

2869s 

1200 

6732S6 

57800 

0 

0 

0 

0 

San  Pedro 

444262 

0 

25125 

U675S5 

500 

0 

n 

Vallejo 

225170 

27591 

17580 

4100 

2^2750 

-31491 

88 

0 

U 

0 

Washington 

11010 

0 

mo 

0 

11450 

0 

:  0 

0 

0 

:  0 

TOTALS 

35^0350 

242280 

151725 

598S 

5432165 

248268 

•  5951 

\  204 

0 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  POP.  U.S.  SHIPPING  BOARD 

Hew  York           i           7907        i  63 

7970      ;          0        :  0 

INSPECTIONS  FADE  POR  THE 

U.S.  VETERANS'  HOSPITAL 

Chicago 
Great  Lakes 
Milwaukee 
Hew  York 
Philadelphia 
St.  Louis 

:  114500 
62225 
:  16660 
:  1J4.5I1.0U- 
34962 
37163 

;  30660 
:  7360 

:  1192 
:  11905 
■  4sio 
250 

.:  3.^5160 

■  700S5 
:  17S52 
:  157307 
:  33772 
:  57413 

0 

:  0 
:  0 

:  0 

i  0 
400 

0 

:  c 
:  0 
:  0 
:  0 

•  0 

TOTALS 

4l09l4 

:  116675 

:  527589 

i       4  00 

:  0 

The  Hew  York  office  also  inspected    the  following:  Fruits 

United  States  Lines.  

•    -Llunson  S.S.  Line...  

Dollar  Line  :  ............ 

American  France  Line  

American  Diamond  Line  

American  Brazil  Line  

TOTALS 


Vegetables  Rej ections 


38584 

233422 

8221 

105S9 

3365S 

510 

292S5 

42962 

1270 

6597 

21109 

245 

7524- 

25774 

4-152 

859 

5127 

0 

155056 

56SO52 

1439S 

The  San  Pedro  office  also  inspected  the  following  for  the  ITavy:  5j6o6  lbs.  bread, 
8,440  lbs.  butter,  1,500  lbs.  cheese      The  Vallejo  office  also  inspected  for 
the  ITavy:  23,715  lbs.  bread  and  520  lbs.  rolls. 
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kc.    CALIFORNIA  IHSP5CTI0HS  FOR  AUGUST   .'  ■ 

California  Inspectors 1  notes'  dated  September  H.  published  a  r.eport, 
showing  3»  2lU  inspections  at  shipping  points  through:  the  State,  including 
275  shipside  inspections  at  San  Francisco.    The  leading  districts  were  as 
follows:-  San  Jose  1+75,  Fresno  3UI,  Sacramento  311,  Dinuba  Ukiah  269, 

Sebastopol  265,  Turlock  3-1-0,  Watsonville  205,  Stockton  125.    This  report 
covers  the  month  of  August,  1931* 

R.  C.  BUT1JSR, 
Supervisor  of  •  Inspection . 


STAITDARDIZATIOH  AJED  RESEARCH  j 


1  d .     COLOR  REQUIREMENTS  CHA1TGSD  FOR  OREGOIT  SF IT ZEIEBUBGS 

The  following  letter  of  September  9  was  received  from  Charles  A.  Cole, 
Chief,  Division,  of  Plant  Industry,  Oregon  State  Department  of  Agriculture :- ' 

"As  per  request  of  the  Spitzenhurg  shippers,  the  color  requirement  for 
that  variety  of  apples  has  been  reduced  from  75^  to  66-2/3$  for  Extra  Fancy, 
thus  making  the  requirement  for  color  the  same  as  that  of  last  year  for 
Extra  Fancy  Spitzenburgs .» 

R.  R.  PAILTKORP, 

Specialist  in  Standardization 


OFFICE  ITOTES:        -  (See  item  at  bottom  of  Page  5!+5) 

Robert  Bier  spent  part  of  this  week  in  the  Virginia  apple  shipping 
districts,  conferring  with  T.  W.  Ayres,  Supervising  Inspector,  regarding 
personnel  matters  connected  with  the  shipping-point  inspection  work. 


Guy  G.  Chase,  whose  appointment  to  the  Regulatory  Branch  was  announced 
lost  week,  expects  to  leave  Washington  next  Monday  on  an  extensive  trip 
which  may  continue  for  six  weeks.    He  plans  to  visit  a  large  number  of  mar- 
kets and  shipping  sections  in  Pennsylvania  and  Hew  York,  stopping  also  at 
Baltimore,  Md.,  in  order  to  make  a  check  of  licensees  under  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

W.  L.  Evans,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  will  leave  by  Sunday  on  an 
investigational  trip  in  the  interest  of  the  enforcement  of  the  P.A.C.  Act. 
He  expects  to  stop  at  ^ilkes-Barre,  Scrantoia,  Harrisburg  pud  Hazleton,  Pa. 
On  this  trip,  he  will  also  attend  some  of  the  P.A.C.  hearings,  scheduled 
to  be  held  during  the  coming  week.  .  • 


L.  C.  Carey,  of  the  Standard  Container  Project,  left  Washington  on 
Tuesday  for  St.  Louis,  where  he  is  making  an  investigation  of  an  alleged 
violation  of  the  Standard  Container  Act  of  1928.    He  will  also  stop  at  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  and  Chicago,   to  do  some  work  in  connection  with  containers. 

L.  Mi  Rhodes,  Commissioner  of  the  State  Marketing  Bureau  at  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.,  was  a  visitor  to  the  Washington  office  during  the  past  week. 


Mm 
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OFFICE  ITOTES  (Contimied)  : 

A  wedding  which  occurred  some  weeks  ago  at  Rockville,  Md,«,  has  just 
"been  announced  in  Washington.    Hiss  -Esther  F.  Fanes,  who  cuts  stencils  for 
field-station  summaries,  is  now  Mrs.  H,  F#  Stanley.    Her  friends  in  the  local 
office  presented  her  today  with  a  beautiful  gift  of  silverware.  Congratula- 
tions and  best  wishes  are  extended  the  bride  and  groom. 

J.  B.  Owens,  who  has  been  substituting  in  the  Boston  office  of  the 
Market  llevts  Service,  will  proceed  to  Detroit  at  the  end  of  this  week  and 
relievo  C.  D.  Schoolcraft,  while  the  latter  is  on  vacation. 

E.  F#  Willson  is  expected  to  return  from  his  vacation  on  Monday,  Sep- 
tember 21.    He  vail  first  report  at  the  Cincinnati  office  and  will  then  spend 
p^ohably  two  or  three  weeks  in  the  field  on  licensing  work,  en  route  to  his 
next  market-news  field  assignment  in  Florida. 

Charles  W,  Hauck,  a  former  member  of  the  Washington  staff  but  for  some 
years  connected  with  the  Ohio  State  University,  at  Columbus,  has  issued  a  de- 
tailed study,  in  mimeographed  form,  of  the  "Farm  Produce  Received  in  Trucks 
on  the  Columbus  Wholesale  Market  during  I93O."     *t  is  well  illustrated  with 
a  lumber  of  graphic  charts. 

R.  L.  Spangler,  who  is  doing  field  work  in  California  for  the  Standard- 
ization Pro j ect,  will  go  next  Monday  to  Utah,  to  confer  with       s.  F'enn,  of 
the  Salt  Lake  City  office,  and  with  others  regarding  the  cannery  tomato 
inspection  work  in  Utah.    He  will  return  to  California  later  in  the  week. 

0.  G-.  Strauss  has  begun  his  work  as  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  of 
Florida  citrus  shipments  for  the  coming  season,  and  should  now  be  addressed 
at  Winter  Haven,  Fla. 

H.  T.  Longino,  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  in  Texas,  attended  an 
extension  meeting  yesterday  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Texas,  and  discussed  grading 
and  packing  of  fruits  and  vegetables,    ~&e  expects  to  he  back  at  the  Harlingen 
office  by  Saturday,  September  19,  and  can  be  reached  in  the  future  n,t  that 
office,  which  will  be  his  headquarters  during  the  Texas  citrus  season. 

C-rover  Clyde,  of  the  Chicago  inspection  staff,  substituted  for  F.  M. 
Lyle,  at  Kansas  City,  a  few  days  this  week,  while  Mr,  Lyle  was  in  the  field, 
arranging  for  shipping-point  inspection  of  Missouri  apples. 

M.  A.  Russell,  also  of  the  Chicago  inspection  office,  has  gone  to 
Indianrpolis,  to  confer  with  J.  E.  Dickerson  regarding  the  inspection  of 
cannery  tomatoes,  as  conducted  in  Indiana. 

A,  K.  Polster,  who  has  been  assisting  with  inspection  work  at  Denver, 
will  return  to  his  headquarters  at  Dallas,  Texas,  by  the  end  of  this  week  and 
will  reopen  the  Dallas  office  on  September  22.    IT.  P.  Sanborn,  who  had  been 
handling  shipping-point  inspections,  has  now  returned  to  the  Denver  office. 

TOLEDO  office  of  the  Inspection  Service  will  be  closed  for  the  next 
few  months.    Wm.  E.  Phillips  has  gone  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  will  be  tempor- 
arily in  charge  of  the  inspection  work,  during  absence  of  J.  J.  Gardner. 
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CPIARCQAL  RCT  01  SW5BT  POTATCBS 
by  G.  B.  Ramsey 

Although.  Charcoal  Rot  is  usually  encountered  as  a  storage  disease 
of  sv;ect  potatoes,  it  sometimes  becomes  of  great  importance  at  this  tine  of 
year.    Recent  inspections  of  some  cars  of  Virginia  stock  have  shovrn  ^>Ofo  or 
more  of  the  roots  to  be  affected  by  this  diserse.    Accurate  diagnosis  of  the 
trouble  at  this  tine  is  not  only  desirable  on  account  of  the  progressive 
decay  nov;  found,  but  also  on  account  of  the  seriousness  of  the  rot  in 
storage  stock. 

The  inciting  organism  (Sclerotium  oataticola)  is  a  soil  fungus  which 
sometimes  affects    the  stems  at  the  soil  line  and  from  this  point  grows  down 
into  the  roots.    Consequently,   in  most  instances,   it  will  be  found  that  the 
decay  starts  at  one  end  and  progresses  throughout  the  root  from  this  point 
of  origin.     In  the  initial  stages,  Charcoal  Rot  is  characterized  by  a  light- 
brown  discoloration  of  the  surface  as  well  as  the  internal  tissues.  The 
discolored  areas  may  be  of  any  size  and  shape,  but  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  diseased  and  healthy  tissues  is  very  sharp.    As  the  decay  pro- 
gresses, the  affected  region  remains  firm  and  becomes  dark  brown,  while  the 
surface  of  the  root  begins  to  wrinkle  as  water  is  lost  by  evaporation.  In 
the  final  sto.ges  of  this  disease,  the  root  is  converted  into  a  har'd,  dry,' 
black  mummy. 

Tlhen  a  decaying  root  is  cut,  there  are  usually  three  quite  distinct 
color  zones  i  n  the  affected  tissues.    The  margin  or  advancing  edge  of  the 
lesion  is  light  brown  and  slightly  spongy  in  texture;  the  intermediate 
region  is  reddish- brown  and  firm,  and  the  oldest  part  of  the  lesion  (center 
of  area  or  end  of  root)  is  grayish -black  to  black,  dry  and  firm.    By  observ- 
ing carefully  the  grayish-bl.ack  areas,  the  small  black  sclerotia  of  the 

fun-gas  may  be  scon  within  the  tissues.     Mo  sclerotia  or  mycelium  of  the 
fungus  arc  visible  on  the  surface  of  the  roots. 
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FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LETTER 
(Issued  every  Friday) 

COmglxglAL 
Hot  for  publication 

la.    FIRST-INiND  inns  OF  TEE  PORTO  RICAN  HURRICANE 

We  are  glad  to  receive  the  following  direct  information  regarding  the 
recent  hurricane  in  Porto  Rico.    A.  S.  Mason,  Supervising  Inspector,  wrote  this 
letter  from  San  Juan  on  September  IS,  one  week  after  the  storm  subsided:- 

"You  probably  have  read  in  the  newspapers  that  we  had  a  hurricane  here 
the  night  of  Thursday,  September  10.    Hew  York  papers,  received  yesterday,  very 
much  exaggerated  the  storm.    While  we  had  about  four  hours  of  wind  that  varied 
from  60  to  100  miles  an  hour,  no  where  near  the  damage  was  done  as  reported  in 
the  United  States  papers.    A  few  people  were  killed, some  houses  blown  down,  and 
general  damage  done  along  the  northern  coast  of  Porto  Pico.     In  fact,  the  storm 
pretty  -./ell  swept  the  upper  35  miles  of  the  Island.    Damage  done  to  citrus 
fru.it  varied  from  practically  nothing  in  some  districts  to  as  high  as  JOfo  in 
others,  but  the  damage  to  this  fruit  on  the  whole  Island  will  rot  much  exceed 
15$. 

"A  peculiar  thing  about  this  storm  was  that  a  larger  percentage  of  half- 
grown  fruit  was  knocked  from  the  trees  than  of  fully-mature  fruit.    Very  little 
of  this  v:ill  be  shipped,     as  most  of  it  is  badly  bruised.    The  sun  come  out  very 
hot  on  Friday,  the  11th,  and  the  fruit  was  badly  sunburnt  before  it  could  be 
picked  up.    The  storm  probably  uprooted  1,000  to  1,500  citrus  trees. 

"There  was  much  more  severe  damage  done  to  pineapples  than  to  cit.rus. 
The  wind  broke  down  stalks  of  the  pineapples  and  practically  destroyed  all  that 
wore  in  bloom  or  further  matured,  and  this  will  mean  that  for  the  next  three 
months  there  will  be  practically  no  movement  of  pineapples  from  Porto  Pico. 

"This  week  we  inspected  approximately  27)000  boxes  of  citrus,  mid 
we  look  for  almost  as  much  work  next  week.    Shipments  will  be  real  heavy  until 
about  the  15th  of  November.    It  appears  now  that,  with  fairly  good  steamship 
service  betw.cn  hero  and  England,  a  larger  portion  of  this  crop  than  ever 
before  will  go  into  export  and  that  the  usual  dull  period  in  February  will 
not  occur." 


2a. .    CALIFORNIA  GRAPES  SHIPPED  TO  NET?  YORK  BY  WTM 

A  San  Francisco  dispatch  states  that  the  first  cold-storage  shipment  of 
California  grapes  by  water  is  now  on  its  way  to  Hew  York  on  the  Panama  Pacific 
liner  "Virginia,"  as  an  experiment.    The  cargo  of  g, 000  lugs  of  fancy  table 
fruit  is  in  a  storage  room  in  which  a  temperature  of  33°  to  37°  will  be  main- 
tained.   The  "Virginia"  also  has  aboard  630,000  pounds,  about  30  carloads,  of 
Ca,  1  i  f  0  r  n  i  a  al. ".  0  nd  s . 

(Page  555) 
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lb .     hE:.7S  01  I1.J0P.TA3'  QREC-Q17  CROPS 

3.  E.  Surry,  who  is  substituting  in  the  Portland  market-news  office, 
sent  the  following  report  under  date  of  September  18:- 

"The  Oregon  onion  acreage,  estimated  at  slightly  over  1,000  acres,  is 
approximately  the  same  as  last  year.    Yields,  however,  may  be  slightly  lower. 
The  crop  has  matured  well  and  most  of  the  onions  will  be  of  good  size.  Growers* 
are  rather  reluctant  to  sell  at  the  present"  time,"  but  arc  waiting  until  harvest- 
ing has  been  completed.    A  few  opening  sales  were  made  around  September  1,  with 
Yellow  Danvers  bringing  $1  per  100-pound  sack,  f.o.b.  shipping  points.  Those 
growers,  -.ho  are  willing  to  sell  nor/,  arc  receiving  $1.25  P-r  cwt .  plus  cost  of 
sack,  with  a  few  sales  netting  growers  as  much  as  31.40.    Local  operators  esti- 
mate the  season's  carlot  movement  between  750         350  cars. 

"The  celery  season,  which  began  in  July,  is  progressing  well.  Opening 
f.o.b.  prices  ranged  as  high  as  $H.50~o4.75  for  large  crates.    Throughout  most 
of  August,  and  until  very  recently,  crates  were  quoted  generally  at  •$3-25--)3«50' 
Eastern  and  southern  inquiry  and  demand . have  been  quite  active,  and  shippers 
have  often  found  difficulty  in  filling  ready  orders.    Present  prices  at  shipping 
point  for  crates  in  the  rough  are  $3*    KiQ  season  at  Troutdalc  (15  miles  east  cf 
Portland)  begins  next  week.    Quality  of  the  celery  is  reported  to  be  good. 
Movement  to  date  amounts  to  1JC  cars. 

"Combined  estimates  of  important  shippers,  who  control  practically  all  of 
the    crop,  r>lace  the  fall  caul  if  lowor  plantings  at  1,300  acres.    About  1,103 
acres  of  this  total  are  located  just  east  of  Portland.    The  quality  this  year 
promises  to  be  very  good,  with  much  benefit  derived  from  recent  rains  and  mild 
weather.    Shippers  believe  that  a  fair  price  will  be  realized,  providing  that 
.quality  can  be  maintained.    The  first  car  of  the  season  rolled  on  September  $•, 
but  shipments  will  be  scattering  until  October.    Estimates  place  the  probable 
carlot  movement  at    600  or  700  cars." 


2b .    K3LATIVELY  LOW  PRICES  RECSIn^D  FOR  ^ISCOhSIlT  POTATOES 

Below  is  the  first  letter  of  the  season  received  from  A.  Li.  LcDowell,  in 
charge  of  the  T/aupaca  field  station.     It  is  dated  September  20:- 

"Tiie  Antigc  and  northern  ITisconsin  districts  are  originating  practically 
all  of  the  carlot  shipments  of  potatoes  being  made  from  the  State  at  the 
present  time,  with  Cobblers  comprising  the  bulk  of  the  movement.    During  the 
past  week,  dealers  generally  have  reported  a  light  wire  inquiry,  and  most  sales 
have  been  ccnsurxiatod  around  75^5   sacked  per  100  pounds.    Growers  were  receiv- 
ing por  cwt . ,  bulk.    This  is  considerably  lower  than  a  year  .ago,  when 
the  prices  were  around  $2  and  $1.75,  respectively. 

"quality  has  been  fairly  good,  with  little  disease  shoving  up,  but  most 
stock  is  only  of  medium  size.    Some  rain  fell  during  the  week  and,  as  a  result, 
haulings  were  rather  light  on  several  days.    Digging  in  this  district  will 
probably  continue  for  another  two  weeks. 

"In  the  central  port  of  the  State,  where  Round  whites  arc  the  predomi- 
nant variety,  light  rains  fell  several  days  during  the  week.    As  the  vines  are 
still  green,  it  is  hoped  that-  growing  weather  will  continue  sufficiently  long 
to  enable  the  tubers  to  attain  larger  size.    Digging  of  Round  TChitcs  will 
probably  not  begin  until  after  the  first  of  October." 
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Jo.     HAIHS  GHG7EHS  BSCBIVIITC-  OHIY  PL?!  I  CSHTS  PSH  OP  POTATOES 

She  extremely  low  prices  being  received  for  potatoes  in  northern  Maine 
are  emphasized  by  ?.  E.  Hicholson  in  the  following  letter  of  September  19  from 
Presque  Isle:- 

"  Shipment  s  of  Maine  potatoes  have  been  comparatively  light  for  the  past 
two  weeks.    While  the  crop  has  matured  earlier  than  last  season,  the  extremely 
low  prices  and  the  slow  demand  have  been  primarily  responsible  for  the  light 
•movement.    Bains  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  of  this  week  prevented  growers  from 
digging  except  in  the  well-drained  fields,  and  movement  to  storage  has  also  beer.: 
rather  light.    The  greater  part  of  the  Cobbler  crop  has  been  harvested,  but  onlj 
a  small  percentage  of  the  Green  Mountains  has'  been  dug.     while  it  is  usually 
the  custom  to  harvest  the  Cobblers  first,  a  few  growers  are  leaving  them  and 
digging  the  Green  Mountains  first,  as  the  latter  variety  is  considered  the  more 
valuable  crop.     It  is  possible  that  a  part  of  the  Cobbler  crop  will  be  left  in 
the  ground. 

"Tiile  most  car lots  have  been  billed  to  Boston  and  other  Sew  England 
points,  the  movement  to  points  in  Ohio,  Michigan  and  western  Pennsylvania  has 
been  rather  encouraging.  .  Hew  Jersey  and  Long  Island  stock  is  practically 
supplying  the  Philadelphia  and  Hew  York  markets,  and  very  little  Maine  stock 
has  been  shipped  to  either  of  those  cities. 

"Growers  are  receiving  generally  M-O^-50^  hulk  per  barrel  measure  for 
Cobblers  delivered  to  the  shipper's  warehouse  or  storage.    Green  Mountains  have 
been  selling  mostly  at  50<£-60#  on  the  same  basis.    These  are  the  lowest  prices 
on  record  here  in  this  office,  and  most  growers  claim  they  are  the  lowest  ever 
paid.    At  the  prevailing  prices,  most  farmers  will  probably  lose  about  half 
their  growing  charges.    As  the  demand  is  now  extremely  slow  and  prices  are  at 
record  low  levels,  it  is  quite  probable  that  all  storages  will  be  filled." 

Vb.    RiCHHT.  11T/.VS  :0p  MI  CHI  GAIT  CHOPS 

H.  3.  Keller  reported  as  follows  in  a  letter  of  September  19  from  the 
Benton  Harbor  office:- 

"The  heat  'wave  which  held  the  Middle  West  in  its  grip  during  the  first 
half  of  September  has  subsided,  and  farmers  with  grape  and  apple  crops  are  feel- 
ing more  optimistic.    The  hot  weather  matured  peaches  so  rapidly  that  a  large 
portion  of  that  crop  turned  soft  before  it  could  be  marketed.    The  peach  harvest 
is  practically-  finished  now.     If  continued  warm  weather  had  prevailed,  the 
grapes  would  have  had  to  be  picked  before  a  proper  demand  was  stimulated  for 
this  fruit.    A  few  cars  of  grapes  have  moved,  but  most  farmers  knowing  that 
their  crops  are  short  are  holding  for  an  improvement  in  weather  and  market. 
Harvesting  is  expected -to  start  in  a  general  way  during  the  week  of  September 
20. 

"A .pie  harvesting  has  been  quite  light,  as  most  cf  the  fruit  packing 
houses,  and  the  farmers  as  well,  have  been  "busy  cleaning  up  the  last  of  the 
peach  harvest.    Hyslop  crabnpplos  and  Weal thy s  arc  the  two  principal  varieties 
moving  nor;. 

."Hoceiit  ra ins  have  aided  late-crop  potato  prospects.    As  yet,  potatoe 
shipments  have  been  very  limited,  with,  pra.ctica.lly  all  of  the  late  stock  in  the 
fields  still  in  the  process  of  growing. 

"Considerable  buying  activity  is  reported  from  the  onion  sections,  but  as 
yet  carlot  movement  has  been  light,    Farmers  report  that  harvesting  is  well 
along  and  that  most  of  the  stock  is  going  into  storage." 
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follows : 


section 


heetive  at  once,  change  "DOIT"  on  the '"D"  page  of  the  code  to  re.\d  as 

DOIT  -  Slienandoah-Cumberland-Potomac  District. 
.is  has  "been  suggested  by  local  interests,  "because  the  Shenandoah 
>r  educes  approximately  two-thirds  of  the  apples  in  the  entire  district. 


6b.    POTOI.AC  YARD  PASSI1TGS  INCREASED  LAST  SEASCh. 

hr.  Crosthwait,  of  the  Washington  office,  visits  Potomac .Yard,  Va.,  each 
morning  during  the  active  shipping  season  and  obtains  a  report  of  passings.  He 
has  compiled  the  following  interesting  reporta- 

A  total  of  103,034  cars  of  all  commodities  was  forwarded  through  the 
Potomac  lard  to . northern  markets  from  October  3,  1930,  through  August  2$<,  1931* 
This  is  17,960  more  cars  than  passed  that  point  "between  October  3j  192$,  and 
August  16,  1930-    The  principal  products  which  showed  an  increase  daring  the 
past  season  were  oranges,  with  an  increase  of  6,965  cars  ever  the  preceding 
season;  grapefruit,  with  3»5o5  cars;  peaches,  with  3> 63I  cars;  potatoes,  with 
2,212  cars,  and  tangerines,  with  1,.473  cars.     On  the  other  hand,  tomatoes  and 
watermelons  were  each  about  1,000  cars  lighter  than  during  the  previous  season. 

About  53  commodities  were  .listed  in  carlo ts  during  the  shipping  period, 
and  the  distribution  from  Potomac  Yard  extended  to  some  175  cities  and  towns 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada.    The  peak  monthly  passings  occurred  in  Hay 
of  the  present  year,  with  l6,4S7  cars  recorded.    The  heaviest  movement  for  the 
1929-30  season  was  in  July,  with  14,030  cars..    The  heaviest  record  for  a  single 
day  the  present  year  was  on  August  3,  when  703  cars  passed  the  Yard.  Last 
year,  the  peak  day  was  July  23,  with  a  total  of  769  cars. 

The  following  tabulation  gives  the  total  carlot  passings  by  months  for 
each  of  the  two  seasons,  a,nd  the  10  leading  products  for  the  1930-31  season: 


The  I93O-31  Season 


Month 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April' 
Hay 
June 
July 
August 


Cars 

3,19^ 
6,403 

6,657 
7,S96 
8,166 
9,2gp 
'  9,5^2 
l6,4S7 

14,890 

12,9^3 
7,6oi 


Potomac  Yard  Pas. si 

1923-30  Season 

Cars 

2,479 
3,301 

6,237 
7,j>60 

7,217 

8,287 

8,182  . 
11,762 
12,500 
14,030 

3,247 


Ten  leading  commodities,  - 
Oct.  3,  1930-Aug.  29,31 

Oranges  17,831 

Watermelons  12,14  57 

Grapefruit  11,202 

Potatoes  10,843 
Peaches 
Mxd.  Citrus 
Celery 


Cabbage 

Beans 

Tomatoes 


10,740 
5,440 

4,657 
4,522 
3,65S 
3,  519 


7no .    CAlIADM;h.APPLS  £R0?  LARGER  THALT  LAST  YEAS 

■  The  Canadian' apple  estimate  of  September  1  places  the  1931  crop  at 
3,b34, 000  barrels.    Last  year.*  s  crop  amounted  to  3,^11,000  barrels  and  the 
average  for  the  years  I926-I9.3O  was  3,270,000  barrels.    All  of  the  increase 
over  last  year  is  in  the  eastern  barreled  apple  area.    The  British  Colombia 
crop  stands  at  3,^37,000  "boxes,  as  against  4,322,000  boxes  last  year. 
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Sb  .    WESTSRH  HEW  YORK  CROP  AHD  MARKET  1JOTES 

Below  ate  some  notes  on  western  Hew  York  products,  abbreviated  iron  a 
letter  of  September  22,  written  by  R.  L.  Sutton,  of  the  Rochester  office :- 

"Activity  among  the  fruit  and  vegetable  factors  in  western,  and  central 
Hew  York  during  the  past  week  has  fluctuated  between  very  slow  to  fairly  good. 
Shippers  find  it  difficult  to  interest  the  trade  in  most  varieties  of  apples, 
cabbage,  celery,  and  carrots. 

"The  peach  deal  will .probably  wind  up  earlier  than  expected.  Fruit 
placed  in  storage  in  many  instances  is  not  holding  up  well.    The  carlot  move- 
ment has  barely  exceeded  5°°  cars.    At  this  time  last  season,  over  1,800  errs 
had  moved  to  market.    However,  the  crop  this  season  is  estimated  to  be  about 
the  same  as  last  year.    Truck  movement  is  heavier  and  more  fruit  has  been  sold 
directly  from  the  orchards. 

"The  demand  for  Bartlett  pears  has  been  fairly  well  maintained.  Some 
dealers  .and  growers  have  been  holding  for  higher  prices  than  those  offered. 
This  season,  only  370  cars  have  moved  from  the  State,  whereas  approximately 
1,300  had  been  shfpped  "by  the  same  time  last  year. 

"Local  dealers  and  brokers  report  a  rather  active  demand  for  Wealthy 
apples  but  a  slow  demand  for  most  other  varieties.    Domestic-type  c abb ago  is 
selling  at  very  low  prices  and  the  quality  is  variable,  largely  on  account  of 
worm  damage. 

"The  market  for  celery  has  weakened  during  the  past  few  days.    There  has 
been  a  wide  range  in  the  quality  of  stock  offered.    .The  deal  for  the  early  vari- 
eties is  drawing  to  a  close.    This  type  has  not  been  stored  to  any  extent  this 
season,  so  that  it  will  only  be  a  short  while  until  all  the  sales  will  be  on  the 
basis  of  Golden  Self-Blanching.     In  addition  to  the  insect  problem  on  the  early 
varieties,  dealers  have  reported  rather  serious  "blight. 

"The  onion  market  is  holding  steady.    Sizes  this  season  are  not  averaging 
as  large  as  last  year,  although  this  State  is  favored  with  a  crop  of  better  size 
than  those  in  the  Middle  West.     There  has  been  no  noticeable  change  in  the 
carrot  mar  he  t ,  wi  th  sales  rather  scarce." 


9b.    A  FAVORABLE  OITIQIT  MARKET  III  IIORTHWEST 

T.  R.Hall,  of  the  Seattle  office,  included  the  following  comments  in  a 
report  dated  September  17:- 

"A  reduction  of  nearly  a  half  million  bushels  in  onion  production  of  the 
three  northwestern  States,  -Idaho,  Oregon  and  Washington,  -as  indicated  by 
September  1  conditions,  imparted  added  impetus  to  the  onion  markets  of  that 
district.     In  the  Portland,  Oregon, area,  best  yellows  were  quoted  at  $1.30- 
$1.35  sacked  per  cwt . ,  f.o.b.  shipping  point.     Yakima  Valley  growers  were  being 
offered  $30~$35  sacked  per  ton  of  large  Yellow  Valencias.    Some  buyers  are  plan- 
ning to  sort  the  medium  sizes  for  immediate  sale  and  will  hold  stock  3  inches 
and  larger  for  early  winter  business. 

"The  active  shipping  season  for  cantaloupes,  peaches  and  fresh  prunes  is 
practically  over.    Peach  shipments  in  carlots  have  totaled  over  800  cars,  or 
nearly  double  lo.st  year's  movement.    The  free  movement  of  tomatoes  from  eastern 
Washington  is  drawing  to  a  close,  although  limited  quantities  will  be  available 
until  frost." 


-IMP0RTAHT  HEWS  ITEMS  ARS  DESIRED  P0R  THE  D.L.  PROM  ALL  BRAITCH  OFFICES.- 
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10b.  ,  IMPORTANT  HEWS  01?  POTOMAC  VALLEY  AFP  LBS 

3.  M.  Peterson  sent  the  following,  .report  from  Mart insburg,  W.  Va.,in 
a  letter  of  September  23:- 

"The  movement  of  the  Shenandoah-Cumberland-Potomac  district  apples  is 
very  slow  and  unsatisfactory.    Domestic  demand  has  been  decidedly  draggy. 
There  was  a  fair  export  demand  earlier  in  the  season  and  good-sized  blocks  were 
sold  for  future  delivery.    This  demand, however ,  fell  off  as  the  season  advanced 
and  is  now  almost,  at  a  standstill. 

"All  varieties  are  maturing  about  10  days  later  than  usual.    Fully  three- 
fourths  of  the  Grimes  crop  has  been  harvested.     The  size  has  been  good,  and 
quality  of  the  packed  fnvib  was  above  average.    The  exports  of  this  variety  wen 
heavier  than  usual,  but  a  fair  quantity  has  gone  into  cold  storage  because  of 
the  poor  domestic  demand,. 

"Harvesting  of  Jonathans  is  well  under  way,  with  about  half  of  the  crop 
picked.    Yield  has  not  bt>en  heavy  and  the  fru.it  is  not  showing  a  good  bright 
color. 

"The  Delicious  harvesting  is  just  getting  under  way,  having  been,  delayed 
because  of  lack  of  color  but  most  of  this  variety  will  have  to  be  picked  withii 
the  next  10  days,  as  it  :•  s  maturing  very  raj; idly 

"Yorks,  the  most  important  variety  in  this  section,  are  showing  normal 
size  but  the  quality  is  unusually  poor,  due  largely  to  hail  and  worm  injury, 
and  the  color  is  developing  very  slowly.    Harvesting  has  started  in  a  small  way 
but  is  not  expected  uo  become  general  until  October  10  or  15 . 

"Staymans  are  also  showing  lack  of  color,  and  in  many  orchards  the  size 
is  small  .-r  than  usual.     The  time  of  harvesting  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Yorks. 
The  Ben  Davis  and  6q.no  crops  are  light  this  season  and  the  quality  is  generally 
poor." 

lib.     I1TTEHSSTIII&  IIOTES  FROM  THE  ST.  LOUIS  MARKS T 

M.  M.  Thomas,  market  reporter  in  St.  Louis,  sent  the  following  notes  in 
a  letter  of  September  17:-  ■ 

"Movement  of  the  Calhoun  County,   Illinois,  apple  crop  is  increasing  ■ 
daily.    This  morning  I  had  truck  receipts  of  approximately  5>000  baskets  re- 
ported by  the  dealers.    Prices  are  low  and  most  of  the  fruit  is  being  packed 
orchard-run  and  is  selling  at  50^-75^  per  basket.    An  occasional  lot  of  graded 
fru.it  brings  as  high  as  $1.    Dealers  inform  me  that  a  majority  of  the  growers 
are  making  no  effort  to  grade  the  fiu.it,  on  account  of  the  low  prices.  Other 
commodities  are  in  slow  demand,  with  the  market  dull  and  weak  in  most  instances, 
There  has  been  some  activity  in  pears  but,  with  higher  prices,  the  demand  is 
curtailed  considerably. " 


B.  C.  BORIS, 
Sepcialist  in  Market  Hews-. 
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INSPECT  I02T  SERVICE 


1 c .     SIZE  CLASSIFICATION  OE  IDAHO  POTATOES 

Shipping-point  inspectors  in  Idaho  are  reporting  size  of  potatoes  as 
follows : 

Medium  -  from  nininun  size  for  grade  up  to  10  ounces. 

Large    -  10  to  IS  ounces  inclusive  . 

Very  Large  -  potatoes  over  18  ounces  in  weight • 
Receiving-point  inspectors  should  determine  size  of  Idaho  potatoes  upon 
the  sane  basis,   in  order  to  promote  uniformity.     This  classification,  however, 
does  not  apply  to  potatoes  from  any  other  State. 

2c .    USE  TERM  "BOX"  INSTEAD  0E  "SUITCASE" 

The  term  "suitcase,"  which  has  been  used  to  describe  a  container  for 
fresh  prunes,  is  too  indefinite  and  its  use  must  be  discontinued.     In  the 
State  of  Washington,   shipping-point  inspectors  have  been  instructed  to  desig- 
nate these  containers  as  boxes.     The  size  of  the  box,  referred  to  as  the  "suit- 
case," has  been  changed  from  time  to  time  and  the  term  "suitcase"  no  longer 
applies  to  a  specific  box.    When  the  type  of  container  is  a  point  in  controversy 
the  inside  dimensions  of  the  box  may  be  given  on  the  inspection  certificate. 

3c.    ANOTHER  REPORT  OH  LOW  YIELDS  0E  POTATOES  IN  COLORADO 

J.  R.  Sheely,  inspector  in  charge  of  shipping-point  work  in  the  San 
Luis  Valley  of  Colorado,  sent  the  following  report  in  a  letter  of  September  IS 
from  Monte  Vista :- 

"Potato  shipments  from  the  San  Luis  Valley  district  will  undoubtedly  be 
the  lowest  of  any  year  since  I  cane  here,  which  was  1922,  the  year  the.  federal 
service  was  extended  to  shipping  points.    This  in  face  of  the  fact  that  the 
acreage  has  been  considerably    increased  the  last  several  years  and  is  now 
estimated  at  40,000  acres,  which  under  normal  conditions  should  produce  at 
least  12,000  cars.  '  The  most  optimistic  say  that  3,000  cars  is  all  that  can  be 
expected  this  season,  exclusive  of  the  truck  movement,  while  others  think  2,000 
cars  is  a  high  figure. 

"Two  stations,  Mo sea  and  Hooper,  where  the  acreage  has  been  steadily  in- 
creased until  last  season  they  loaded  approximately  500  cars,  expect  this  seat- 
son  to  ship  not  more  than  35  carloads.    Adverse  conditions  have  undoubtedly  hit 
this  section  harder  than  any  other  place  in  the  San  Luis  Valley.    When  growers 
are  reporting  yields  of  marketable  potatoes  ranging  from  5  to  20  sacks  per 
acre,  on  farms  which  last  year  produced  from  100  to  250  sacks,  It  will  give  an 
idea  as  to  the  conditions.     In  a  few  areas  along  the  river  and  creek  bottoms, 
normal  yields  are  being  found, but  these  are  offset  by  a  great  many  fields  which 
are  being  abandoned  without  digging,  as  the  tubers  did  not  obtain  sufficient 
size  to  be  used  as  seed." 


The  large  mo tor- truck  load  of  produce,  which  left  Los  Angeles  on  the 
5th  of  September,  safely  arrived  in  New  York  City  about  10  days  later,  with 
contents  reported  to  be  in  very  good  condition. 
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U c .     TROUBLE  mm  CODLING-MOTH  EGGS  HATCHING-  AFTER  FRUIT  WAS  IiTSPECTED 

F.  E.  Bailey,  of  the  Yakima  office,   sent  the  following  letter  under  date 
of  September  19  :~ 

"Possibly  you  have  already  "been  advised  of  the  situation  in  the  north- 
west this  season,  where,  on  a  nuraber  of  lots  of  Jonathans  and  other  early-packed 
apples,   it  has  been  noted  that  codling-moth  eggs  have  hatched  and  young  worms 
have  burrowed  around  wilder  the  skin  of  the  fruit  in  the  wrapper.    It  is  not 
practical  to  detect  unhatched  codling-noth  eggs  on  fruit  in  commercial  grading 
and,  when  no  worn  punctures  appear  in  inspection  immediately  after  picking,  the 
shipping-point  inspector  oust  pass  the  frw.it  as  up  to  grade,  even'  though  he 
knows  there  is  a  possibility  that  worn  damage  will  occur  following  his  inspec- 
tion.   You  nay  have  already  encountered  sone  of  .this  in  the  narkets.    It  nay 
even  cone  up  rs  a  problem  on  an  appeal  inspection  for  grade,  as  I  believe  it 
has  at  times  in  other  years.11 


5c .     I  MEREST  DIG  hEWS  FROM  IDAHO 

L.  G.  Schultz,  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  for  Idaho  and  Montana,  sent 
the  following  letter  from  Boise  on  September  l6:~ 

"I  expect  to  leave  Boise  next  Monday,  September  21,  for  the  eastern  part 
of  the  State,  covering  all  the  potato  shipping  districts  and  going  from  there  to 
Montana  for  a  period. of  a  week  or  possibly  10  days. 

"Potato  shipments  in  eastern  Idaho  are  gaining  in  volume  daily  and,  con- 
trary to  earlier  predictions,  the  quality  is  much  better  than  was  expected. 
The  tonnage  is  much  lighter  than  last  year  and  the  potatoes,  as  a  rule,  will 
average  much  snaller  in  size.     It  is  now  generally  estimated  that  the  total 
shipments  this  season  will  be  between  20,000  and  25,000  cars,  depending  upon  the 
quantity  of  So.  2's  shipped.    At  present,  prices  do  not  justify  the  shipping  of 
the  lower  grade . 

"Oar  prune  shipping  season  is  drawing  to  a  close  and  will  be  practicrlly 
finished  this  week.    The  market  has  been  very  weak  and  growers,  in  most  cases, 
will  be  fortunate  if  they  realize  expenses  from  this  crop.    This  is  particular a 
true  of  later  shipments,  as  many  of  the  earlier  shipments  were  contracted  a.t 
fairly-good  prices*    The  quality,  as  a  whole,  has  not  been  equal  to  that  of 
former  years,  chiefly  on  accow.nt  of  extremely  hot  weather  or  drought  coalitions 
in  certain  sections,     where  there  was  sufficient  water,  the  quality  has  been 
very  good. 

"Apple  shipments  are  starting  and  several  cars  have  already  been  loaded 
for  export..  Shipments  of  Jonathans' will  increase  quite  rapidly  after  this  week, 
the  volume  depending  upon  the  market .    At  the  present  time,  there  is  practically 
no  domestic  demand  for  this  variety  and  the  only  interest  being  shown  is  for 
export  shipments.     It  is  doubtful  whether  growers  will  receive  more  than  65$ 
per  bushel  basket  for  the  combination-grade  Jonathans.    It  is  generally  expected 
that  the  market  will  be  s  one  what  better  for  the  later  varieties. 

"We  have  our  inspection  personnel  fairly  well  organized  at  this  time  and, 
unless  the  market s  become  such  as  to  prohibit  shipments,  we  should  have  a  fairlyi 
successful  season."  ,  ■ 


Production  of  cabbage  for  kraut  is,  estimated  this  year  a.t  lHS,200  tons, 
or  about  3I/3  less  than  last  year's  crop  for  this  purpose. 
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6 c .    HEAVY  EXPORTS  OF  TSUI'S  THROUGH  IlOHTREAL 

W.  17.  Anderson,  who"  is  handling  the  special  certification  work  on  export 
apples  and  other  fruit  at  Montreal,  Canada,   sent  the  following  report  under 
date  of  September  19 s— 

"Just  a  note  to  say  that  the  shipping  of  export  apples  through  Canada 
has  really  begun  in  earnest  this  week,     I  issued  the  British  Forms  on  Jo  cars 
($U.OO  each),  clearing  this  port  and  Quebec/.     In  audition,   there  was  a  con- 
siderable number  of  cars  of  pears,  prunes  and  plums,  which  had  previously  been 
inspected,  that  came  through  this  channel  also.    Most  of  the  apples  were  from 
Washington,  Virginia,  California,  Hew  York,  Maine  and  West  Virginia,  bound  for 
the  United  Kingdom,  mostly  to  the  ports. of  Newcastle,  Liverpool,  London,  Glasgow 
and  Southampton. 

"It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  He w  York  Stole  is  shipping  a  number 
of  cars  of  pears  in  barrels  this  year,  practically  all  Bartletts.    There  is  a 
considerable  volume  of  domestic  apples  in  baskets  moving  through  here  at 
present,  mostly  from  Ottawa,  which  will  continue  until  about  the  first  of 
November . " 


7c.     CHAUGES  DT  LIST  OF  PAST -DUE  ACCOUIlTS 

The  following  should  be  added  to  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 


Mrckay  &  Lehman,  Weslaco,  Texas.  $U.OO 

Geo.  Jans  sen  &  Co.         Quincy,  111.  $1.00 

Wade  &  Newton  San  Benito,  Texas.  $U.OO 

Mackay  &  Lehman  Welslaco,  Texas.  $^.00 

Truly n  Shippers, Inc.      Weslaco,  Texas.  $H.OO 

The  following  should  be  taken  from  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 

Richman  &  Sn.iu.els,  Inc.  Hew  York,  1T.Y.  $Li- . 00 

A.  E.  Marsh  Company         Yakima,  Washington  $5.00 


Sc .     MATERIAL  SEITT  TO  INSPECTORS 

With  this  D.L.,  each -inspector  will  receive  copies  of  the  following: 
"Utah  Official  Grades  for  the  Standardization  of  Farm  Products,  1 931-32." 
"Official  Handbook  of  the  Montana  State  Division  of  Horticulture,  1931*" 
"Massachusetts  Apple  Grading  and  Packing  Regulations,  1931* " 
"Tabulation  of  Defects  Permitted  in  the  U.  S.  Grades  for  Apples." 

A  limited  supply  has  been  received  of  the  "Rhode  Island  Apple  Grading 
Lav/,  1331."      Copies  of  this  pamphlet  are  being  enclosed  for  all  inspectors  in 
the  eastern  markets. 

These  booklets  have  been  furnished  through  Mr.  Pail thorp's  office. 

R.  C.  BUT]I3R, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 
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I      REGULATORY  ACTIVITIES  ~[ 


le.    A  NSU  YORK  P.A.C.  CASE  DISMISSED 

The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  has  issued  an  order  dismissing  the  complain 
brought  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act  by  Elmer  G.  Porter, 
of  Caywood,  U.Y.,  against  Hashinskyy  Breslow,  Richer  &  Company  of  Brooklyn,  I.I 
The  counter  complaint  brought'  by  the  respondent  against  the  complainant  was 
also  dismissed.    The  Secretary  based  this  action  on  his  decision  that  the 
seller's  cashing  of  a  cheek.,  known  to  have  been  accepted  by  his  agent  in  full 
payment  for  c  car  of  produce,  constituted  ratification  of  the  agent's  act. 

The'  Secretary  found  that    Elmer  G.  Porter,  on  or  about  October  J,  1$30> 

sold  to  hash  in  sky,  Breslow,  Richer  &  Company  one  carload  of  U.S.  ITo.  1  Concord 

juice  grapes  at  a  price  of  k"!^  per  12- quart  Climax  basket,  the  car  moving  fror: 

Romulus ,  1T.  Y.,  in  interstate  commerce  to,  the  respondent, at  Brooklyn. n  Upon  .,. 

.  ,  ,  .  respondent,  refused  .to.  accept  ,.:cfie  grapes  unless  the  eempiohP.nr^, 
arrival  and  mBpecdian.,  % jo  a  reduction  in  the  purchase  price  of  5f  per  basket, 

The  complainant  refusec!  go  authorize  such  an  allowance  but,  notwithstanding 
such  refusal,  the  complainant's  agent,   Isa^c  W.  Carr,  on  complainant's  behalf, 
granted  the  allo\?ance  of  5^  per  basket  and  accepted  and  forwarded  to  the  con- 
plainant  a  chock  in  the  sum  of  $H76.6l,  in  full  payment  of  the  purchase  price. 
Complainant  retained  the  check  until  on  or  .about  November  12,  1930?  a^  "Which 
time  he  forwarded  it  to  the  bank  on  which  it  was  drawn, •  with  the  request  that 
it  be  certified.     Instead  of  certifying  the  check,  the  bank  sent  Porter  a 
cashier's  check  in  the  amount  of  $476.36.    Porter  retained  the  proceeds  of  this 
check  in  the  belief  that  the  dispute  could  be  submitted  to  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  notwithstanding  his  use  of  the  proceeds.    The  complainant 
claimed  that  the  allowance  of  5^  per  basket  was  made  without  his  authority  read 
that  he  should  be  reimbursed  in  the  amount  of  the  allowance  granted.    The  re- 
spondent, on  the  other  hand,  claimed  that  the  allowance  of  5^  per  basket  xicM 
authoritatively  made  by  the  broker;  that  grapes  furnished  did  not  comply  with 
sale  specifications,  and  asked  for  an  award  of  damages  in  its  favor  represent- 
ing the  loss  claimed  to  have  been  sustained  thereby. 

The  broker's  granting  of  the  5^  allowance  was  in  excess  of  his  authority 
and  complainant  was  not  bound  thereby  unless  he  subsequently  ratified  the 
broker's  unauthorized  act.    As  to  ratification,  the  facts  of  record  are  in  sufc- 
stance  that  the  complainant  received  the  respondent's  check  for  $h76.6l,  which 
was  $69.65  less  than  the  sale  price  of  the  grapes.    Complainant  acknowledged 
receipt  of  the  check,  advising  respondent  that  it  would  not  be  accepted  in 
settlement  of  the  account  and  that  he  had  not  given  Mr.  Carr  any  authority  to  ^ 
make  settlement  for  him.    The  check  was  then  sent  to  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  but  was  returned.    After  holding  check  for  sometime,  the  complainant 
sent  it  to  the  bank  for  certification  and  received  in  lieu  thereof  a  cashier's 
check.    This  check  was  cashed.    The  original  check  had  been  endorsed  by  the 
broker  as  follows:     "This  is  in  full  payment  of  car  M£T  18113,  allowance  nr.de 
by  I.  7.  Carr  as  agent  for  E.  G.  Porter .-Isaac  W.  Carr." 

Ratification  is  the  subsequent  adoption  and  affirmance  by  one  person,  a 
principal T  with  full  knowledge  of  all  material  facts,  of  an  act  which  another, 
without  authority,  has  previously  assumed  to  do  for  him  while  purporting  to  ac 
as  his  agent.    The  courts  have  held  in  one  case  that,  where  the  principal  | 
retained  money  delivered  by  his  agent  who  had  made  an  unauthorized  settlement^ 
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of  a  disputed  claim,   the  principal  thereby  ratified  the  settlement.  In 
another  case,   it  was  held  that,  where  the  principal  accepted  a  check  received 
by  his  agent  for  a  less  amount  than  the  principal  claimed  was  due  from  another, 
such  acceptance  amounted  to  satisfaction  of  the  claim.     In  still  another  case, 
where  the  principal  received  a  check  accompanied  by  the  statement  that  it  was 
sent  in  accordance  with  a  settlement  arrived  at  with  the  principal's  repre- 
sentative,  the  court  held  that  acceptrnce  of  the  check  amounted  to  a  ratifica- 
tion of  the  settlement,  even  though  the  principal  promptly 'wrote  the  maker  of 
the  check  that  he  would  not  be  bound  by  the  settlement  made  by  his  agent  but 
would  apply  the  check  on  account. 

In  the  instant  ca^e,  the  complainant  acted  in  full  possession  of  all  the 
facts.    He  knew  a  reduction  had  been  granted  and  that  a  check  had  been  issued 
to  him  and  endorsed  by  his  agent  in  full  settlement  of  the  dispute.    The  Secre- 
tary, therefore,  holds  that  the  complainant  by  his  action  ratified  the  settle- 
ment made  by  his  agent. 

As  to  the  respondent's  counter  claim  against  the  complainant  for  an 
award  of  damages,  "based  upon  failure  to  deliver  grapes  of  the  grade  and  quality 
called  for  by  sale  specifications,  the  complainant  made  the  objection  that  tes- 
timony offered  in  support  of  such  a  claim  was  immaterial,  for  the  reason  that 
the  respondent  testified  that  he  had  made  a  complete  settlement  with  the  broker 
The  Secretary  found  that  this  objection  was  well  token  and  that  the  respondent 
can  not  at  the  same  time  rely  upon  the  settlement  made  with  the  broker  and  in 
turn  disregard  such  settlement  and  maintain  an  action  for  damages  for  failure 
to  deliver  in  accordance  with  sale  specifications.    The  settlement  operates  to 
bind  both  parties  thereto.    Both  the  claim  and  the  counter  claim  were  ordered 
dismissed* 


2e.    RIOHkQnP  FIRM  VIOLATED  P.A.C.  ACT 

The  Secretary  has  issued  an  order  finding  T.  B.  Pearman  &  Company,  Inc., 
Richmond,  Va.,  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities: 
Act. 

This  complaint  was  brought  by  the  Department  against  the  respondent, 
alleging  a  violation  of  Section  9  of  the  Act,  which  requires  that  licensees 
shall  keep  such  records  as  will  fully  and  correctly  disclose  all  facts  regardir 
the  transaction.     The  facts,  on  which  the  complaint  was  made,  were  developed  a? 
a  result  of  an  investigation  made  of  a  complaint  against  Burton  &  Briel,  Inc., 
Richmond,  Va.,  whose  license  was  revoked  some  time  ago  by  the  Secretary.     T.  B, 
Pearman  &  Company,   Inc.,  purchased  a  carload  of  onions  from  Burton  &  Briel, Inc 
but  failed  and  neglected  to  keep  accounts  and  records  in  such  form  as  to  show 
the  date  or  dates  on  which  the  onions  were  paid  for  and  failed  correctly  to  di, 
close  the  actual  transaction  between  the  parties  respecting  the  payment  made  b; 
the  respondent  to  Burton  &  Briel,   Inc.    The  Secretary  found  the  respondent 
guilty  of  violation  of  Section  9  and  ordered  that  the  facts  be  published  by  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 


The  estimated  production  0f  tomatoes  for  manufacture  is  1,066,900  tons, 
or  hlfc  below  last  year's  crop  and  18$  less  than  the  recent  five-year  avergge. 
Both  acreage  and  indicated  yield  per  acre  are  lighter  than  in  193° ■  Unfavor- 
able growing  conditions  this  season  caused  a  great  reduction  in  crop  prospects 
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3e .     OFFICIAL  ORDER  ISSUED  IK  P.A.C.  CASE  AT  SCRAhiTOH 

The  Secretary  has  issued  an  order  dismissing  a  complaint  "brought  under 
the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act  by  R,  W.  Burch,  Inc.,  of  Plant  City, 
Fla.,  against  the  Union  Grocery  Company,  of  Scranton,  pa.    The  Secretary  based 
this  action  on  his  decision  that  a  "broker 1  s  memorandum  of  sale,  which  did  not 
conform  to  oral  instructions  given  "by  the  "buyer,  could  not  he  considered  as  the 
act  of  the  "buyer  and,  hence,  was  not  binding  on  him. 

The  Greenberg  Brokerage  Company  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  on  December  7  and.  3, 
1930,  negotiated  by  telephone  with  Simon  Stabler  of  the  Union  Grocery  Company 
for  the  sale  of  a  mixed  carload  of  oranges  and  grapefruit  from  the  complainant. 
The  respondent  placed  an  oral  order  for  the  purchase  of  the  car  and,  thereafter, 
the  broker  made  out  a  confirmation  of  sale,   specifying  "one  car  Puritan  brand 
choice  oranges  and  grapefruit,  $1.50  f.o.b.,  Arcadia,  Florida,"  and  advised  the 
complainant  by  wire  that  the  car  had  been  sold.     Theraupon,  the  complainant 
diverted  err  WFE'"  65I8U,  which  had  been  shipped  on  December  7  and  which  was  then 
rolling. 

Upon  arrival  of  the  car  at  Scranton,  on  or  about  December  13,  the  respon- 
dent refused  to  accent  it ,  for  the  reason  that  the  oranges  included  a  very  largi 


number  of  Russets,  where.-. 3 ,t  according  to  the  respondent,  he  had  ordered  Brights 
and  Goldens.    At  the  healing,  Simon  Stabler,  of  the  respondent  company,  testi- 
fied that,  in  discussing  the  purchase  of  the  car  with  the  broker,  he  had  insist* 
that  he  would  take  nothing  but  Brights  and  Goldens  and  asked  the  broker  specif- 
ically if  the  car  would  have  any "Russets,  to  which  the  latter  replied  that  it 
would  not.    The  broker,  in  his  testimony,  admitted  that  Stahler  had  specified 
Brights  and  Goldens.    The  respondent  further  testified  that'. the  sale  was  consul* 
mated  on  December  g,  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  the  oranges  must  he 
Brights  and  Goldens;  that  upon  receipt  of  the  confirmation  he  discovered  that  ij 
did  not  specify  Brights  and  Goldens,  and  that  he  immediately  called  attention  0: 
the  broker  to  this  fact.    According  to  respondent's  testimony,  the  broker  , 
assured  him  that  they  would  be  Bright  oranges  and,  if  they  were  ggjj,  he  would 
not  have  to  trice  them;  that  upon  arrival  the  car  contained  Russets, /he  immedi- 
ately notified  the  broker  to  that  effect  and  the  latter  said  that  ho  would  try- 
to  resell  the  car. 

It  is  clear  that  the  oranges  shipped  by  the  complainant  complied  with  th 
sale  specifications  as  stated  in  the  broker's  confirmation  of  sale.  The 
question  then  presented  is  whether  the  respondent  was  bound  by  the  specifica- 
tions stated  by  the  broker  in  this  confirmation.    As  the  confirmation  was  not 
signed  by  the  respondent,   it  was  not  an  enforceable  contract  when  considered 
either  as  a  Florida  or  a  Pennsylvania  contract,  unless  the  broker  represented 
both  the  buyer:  and  the  seller  and  unless  all  oral  negotiations  and  representa- 
tions, made  prior  to  the  execution  and  mailing  of  the  written  confirmation  and 
which  were  not  stated  therein,  can  be  disregarded.    The  record  shows  that  the 
broker  acted  in  this  matter  for  both  buyer  and  seller. 

But,  while  a  broker  may  act  for  both  parties,  making  and  furnishing 
copies  of  the  confirmation  of  sale  to  his  principals,  yet  such  confirmation  or 
memorandum  mist  in  substance  conform  to  the  oral  understanding  previously     ^  _ 
arrived  at.    The  Statute  of  Frauds  presupposes  a  prior  or  verbal  contract,  wnic. 
later  is  confirmed  by  the  giving  of  a  written  note  or  memorandum,  which  mast  iv 
substance  conform  to  the  oral  agreement.    The  record  in  this  case  shows  tnat  W 
broker  admits  that  the  respondent  specified  Brights  and  Goldens.     It  furtner 
appears  that,  upon  receipt  of  the  confirmation  of  sale,  respondent  showed  it 
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the  "broker  and  asked  why  it  did  not  conform  to  the  telephone  agreement . 

As  the  respondent  specified  bright-colored  oranges,  he  had  the  right  to 
insist  upon  that  color  "being  furnished.    When,  therefore,  the  broker  made  out 
a  confirmation  and  memorandum  materially,  different  from  what  had  "been  orally 
promised,  the  memorandum  did  not  become  the  act  of  respondent  as  principal  and 
therefore  did  not  constitute  a  note  or  memorandum  of  the  buyer.     It  was  con-, 
eluded  that  the  respondent's  rejection  of  the  oranges  was  justified  and  not  in 
violation  of  the  Act,  and  it  was  therefore  ordered  that  the  complaint  be 
dismissed. 

pe.    DISMISSAL  OP  BRIDGEKIaT  CASE 

The  Secretary' has  issued  an  order  dismissing  the  complaint  brought  under 
the  P.A.C.  Act  by  M.  J.  Duer  &  Company  of  Exmore,  Va.,  against  A.  Abes on,  Inc., 
of  Bridgeport,  Conn.    The  hearing  of  this- case  was  held  before  an  examiner  at 
Bridgeport  en  July  6.    The  respondent  appeared  in  person;  the  complainant 
failed  to  appear  either  in  person  or  by  counsel. 

The  hearing  b rough"  out  the  fact  that  on  or  about  June  J>0,  1930,  the 
complainant  through  its  ,-gont,  Andrew  J.  McPartland,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  con- 
ducted telephone  negotiations  with  the  respondent  at  Bridgeport,  resulting  in 
the  sale  of  one  carload  of  U.S.  Ho.  1  Cobbler  potatoes,  at  a  cost  of  $3*15  Pei" 
barrel . 

Because  of  the  lack  of  evidence  as  to  wheie  the  sale  was  consummated  and 
what  the  terms  of  sale  were,   the  contract, -if  in  fact  it  can  be  said  that  any 
contract  was  actually  entered  into  by  the  part ie s , -must  be  governed  by  the  laws 
of  Connect icut .    Under  the  Uniform  Sales  Act,  as  enacted  in  Connecticut,  con- 
tract to  sell  goods  of  the  value  of  $500  or  upwards  is  not  enforceable,  unless 
buyer  will  accept  part  of  the  goods  or  gives  something  in  earnest  or  in  part 
payment  unless  some  note  or  memorandum  in  writing  is  signed  by  the  party  to  be 
charged  or  his  authorized  agent. 

The  confirmation  of  srle,  which  the  broker  says  he  mailed  to  the  respond- 
ent, was  not  produced  at  the  trial  nor  was  there' offered  on  its  behalf  any  other 
writing,  setting  forth  the  essential  terms  and  conditions  of  such  sale,  as 
required  by  the  Connecticut  statutes.    The  confirmation  of  sale  not  having  been 
produced,  the  Secretary  found  it  impossible  to  say  whether  such  confirmation 
was  sufficient  to  .meet  the  requirements  of  the  Connecticut  statutes.    He,  there- 
fore, concluded  that  the  claimed  contract  of  sale  is  unenforceable  and  ordered 
the  complainant's  complaint  dismissed. 

5e  •     3L  -R-  WEDRICK,  SILVER  LAKE,   INDIANA.  PLEADS  GUILTY  TO  VIOLATION  Off 
PRODUCE  AGENCY  ACT 
Information  has  been  received  from  the  U.  S.  Attorney  for  the  Northern 
District  of  Indiana  to  the  effect  that  W.  R.  Wedrick,  on  July  1  last,  pleaded 
1  guilty  to  the  charge  of  having  violated  the  Produce  Agency  Act  and  was  fined 
:$100,  plus  costs  of  $20.  • 

This  cr.se  involved  a  consignment  of  one  car  of  onions  which  -Mr.  Wedrick 
1 handled  on  behalf  of  John  Bera,  North  Judson,  Indiana,  in  October,  1930*    la  the 
'account  sales,  Mr.  Wedrick  reported  that  the  500  bags  of  onions  had  been  sold 
■at  75^  'j?ct  bag,  whereas,  in  fact,  he  had  received  SO^  per  bag. 


P.  G.  R0B3, 
In  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch. 
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0FFIC3  HOT3S: 

Robert  Bier,  of  the.  Washington  inspection  staff,  was  at  Hancock,  Md., 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday  with  Se  B.  Shaw,  of  the  University . of  Maryland  staff, 
helping  to  supervise  the  shipping-point  work  on  apples. 

C.  H.  Walleigh,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  left  Washington  on  Wediiesdry 
for  points  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Missouri,   Iowa  and  Illinois,  whej"?  he  will  investi- 
gate special  cases  in  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the  P.A.G.  Act.  He 

may  "be  absent  about  two  -.reeks.  •  '  ... 

0.  IT.  Harsha,  of  vhe  Regulatory  Branch,  and  C.  P.. 'Dorr,  of  the  Solici- 
tor' s  Office,  went  to  Hev;  York  on  Monday,  in  connection  with  U.S.  district  court 
cases  under  the  Produce  Agency  Act. 

J.  L,  Ilbert ..  of  the  Hew  York  City  inspection  staff,  will  proceed  to 
Charleston,  S.  C,  about,  the  mLddle  of  next  week  and  will  hrndle  fruit  and 
vegetable  inspection  work  for  the  Havy  at  that  port  until  January.    His  local 
address  will  be:    Haval  sanding,  foot  of  Charlotte  Street,  Charleston. 

H .  P.  McPeeXy,  a  licensed  inspector,  has  gone  to  Hew  York  City,   to  help 
with  the  work  in  that  market  for  a  few  months. 

The  list  of  field  stations  of  the  Market  Hews  Service  is  not  being 
published  in  this  D.  L.  because  there  are  practicadly  no  changes  this  week. 
It  can  be  noted  that  the  local  address  of  the  Martinsburg,  W.  7a.,  office  is 
Room  9,  County  Court  House.    Onion  f.o.b.  reports  at  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,.,  will 
not  be  started  before  nest  week,  at  the  earliest. 

On  the  list  of  temporary  headquarters  of  the  shipping-po int  inspection 
work,  please  note  that  T.  W.  Ayres'  local  address  at  Charlottesville,  Va.,  is 
211  Park  Place,  and  his  phone  number  is  1107-R. 

J.  A.  Harks,  who  has  been  temporarily  in  the  Pittsburgh  office,,  will 
proceed  on  Sunday  to  Brocton,  H.Y.,  from  which  town  he  will  supervise  the- 
shipping-point  inspection  work  on  western  ^ew  York  grapes. 

MSiiPHIS  OFFICE  of  the  Inspection  Service  has  moved  again,-  this  time  to 
permanent  quarters  in  Room  1101,  Palls  Building.    Please  make  this  correction 
on  all  copies  of  the  inspectors'  address  list. 

Paul  M.  Williams,  in  charge  of  grading,  work  on  canned  fruits  and  vege- 
tables, visited  the  field  office  at  Has ton,  Md.,  last  Tuesday.    He  expects  to 
proceed  on  Sunday  to  the  Chicago  office  in  the  Mercantile  Exchange  Bldg..,  for 
a  conference  with  3.  P.  Bostwick,  in  charge.    Pirst  certificates  were  issued 
by  the  Chicago  office  last  Saturday. 

R.  B.  Landrum,  of  the  Tulsa,  Okla.,  office  attended  a  meeting  last  week 
in  the  Ozarks  section  of  Missouri.    A  large  number  of  canners  and  others  who 
are  interested  in  the  grading  work  were  present,  and  Mr.  Landrum  explained  the 
new  service  on  canned  fruits  and  vegetables.    Although  extremely  hot  weather  I 
reduced  the  crop  of  tomatoes  in  the  Ozarks  district,  it  is  still  expected  that 
there  will  be  a  considerable  volume  of  business  in  that  area. 
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la. :  HEAVY  PEACE  M0VS:£SflT  THIS  YEAR 

I'Eew  people  who  were  not  watching  the  market  closely  realized  what  a 
tremendous  movement  of  peaches  came  out  of  the ' Southeast  this  year.  There 
was  one  .week  at  the  height  .of  the  Georgia  season,  the  last  week  of  July,  when 
the  total .  reported,  carlot  shipments  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  in  the 
United.  States  v/ere  24,000  qarsi  .  Of  these  about  S,000  cars  were  peaches. 
Think  of  it t     One  car  in  every  thr^e  of  all  the  fresh  .fruits  and  vegetables 
moving  to  market  was  filled  with  peaches.     I  wonder  how  many  of  you  are  mem- 
bers of  frmilies  which  invested  one- third  of  all  their  fru.it  and  vegetable, 
money  in  peaches  •  during  .that  week  or  the  we  ok  following.    .Unless  a  great  many 
pcoplo  did  so.it  is  easy  to,  see  what  would  happen  to  the  peach  market,  and, 
when  wo  consider  what  actually  did  happen  to  the  peach  market,  we  arc  led  to 
believe  that  most  consumers  did  not  do  so  and  perhaps  did  not  realize,  until 
it  was  too  late,   that  they  had  had  an  opportunity  to  buy  peaches  for  the  bare 
cost  of  .transportation  and  handling." (from  .Mr.  Sherman's  radio  talk,  Sept .  10) 


CA-TJED  PRODUCTS  GRADIITG  SERVICE 


If.    LIST  OE  STAITOARDS  EOR  CAUSED  PRODUCTS  ... 

.  Below  is  a  complete  list  of  the  grades  or  standards,  which  have  boon 
prepared  for  canned  vegetables.    This  is  published  for  the  information  of  all 
members  of  the  Division 


Hiole- grain  Corn  ) 
Cream-style  Corn  ) 
Green  Peas  ) 
To mat ocs  ) 


These  four  grades  have  been  officially 
promulgated  by. the  Secretary. 


Lima  Beans 
String  Beans 
Beets 

Pumpkin  and  Squash 
Sauer  Kraut 
Spinach,  Mustard  Greens  ) 
and  Turnip  Greens  ) 


These  six  grades  have  been  prepared  in 
tentative  form  (and  are  being  used 
experimentally.. 


Grades  for  other '  canned  products  will  be  prepared,  as  this  new  work 
develops . 

L,  M.  BILLMAIT, 

...     .  Asst.  Marketing  Specialist 

(Page  569) 
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MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


lb.     WISCONSIN  POTATO  NOTES 

The  following  "brief-  report  was  received  under  date  of  September  27 
from  A.  Mi  McDowell  at  Waupaca :- 

"A  decline  of  about  10^  per  100  pounds,  both  in  carlot  prices  and  in 
prices  received  by  growers,  was  about  the  only  change  in  the  Wisconsin  potato 
situation  the  past  week*    Demand  continued  very  slow  and  there  has  been  a  very 
light  wire  inquiry. 

"The  coming  week  will  see  most  of  'the  Cobblers  in  the  Antigo  and  north- 
ern Wisconsin  districts  dug.    The  central  part  of  the  State  will  probably 
become  of  major  importance  soon  after  the  first  of  October,  when  digging  of 
Round  Whites  is  expected  to  begin.    The  cooler  weather  and  light  rains  of  the 
past  week  hr.ve  been  favorable  to  the  development  of  increased  size  of  the  tubers, 
and  growers  are  hopeful  of  having  another  week  or  10  days  of  similar  weather." 

2b .    RECENT  NBUS  ON  SOUTHEASTERN  COLORADO  ONIONS 

The  following  comments  on  onions  in  the  Arkansas  River  Valley  of  Colo- 
rado were  submitted  by  Bryce  Morris,  of  the  Denver  office,  as  a  result  of 
personal  observation  in  that  district :- 

"The  quality  of  Spanish  onions  in  the  Rocky  Ford  area  is  good,  but  the 
general  size  will  be  small  to  medium.    The  large  onions  have  been  slow  in  matur- 
ing.   Most  fields  in  the  Arkansas  Valley  have  been  sold  either  on  an  acre  brsis 
or  on  a  f ield-run-per-cwt .  basis  and  very  little  independent  acreage  remains  ri 
this  time.    Shipments  will  probably  range  between  J00  and  1,000  cars,  since 
present  prices  will  induce  strict  conservation  of  marketable  onions  and  will 
permit  the  sale  of  small  sizes,  many  of  which  did  not  move  last  season. 

"Several  sections  of  the  State  have  had  a  frost  and  light  freezes  to 
date,  with  the  high  mountains  recently  covered  with  snow.    Carlot  movemen't  of 
Colorado  potatoes- has  been  moderate  during- the  past  week  (Sept.  20-26),  and 
demo.nd  has  been  limited.    Cauliflower  shipments  have  continued  rather  liberally. 
Peak  movement  in  the  district  between  Pueblo  and  Avondale  will  probably  be 
reached  about  October  1.    Colorado  cauliflower  growers  have'  been  fortunate  in 
that  the  demand  has  continued  good  and  prices  have  held  about  steady  at  S 5 ^—  S 0 
per  pony  cr-te,  cn  an  f.o.b.  usual  terms  basis.     Cabbage  shipments  from  the 
State  were  slightly  heavier,  and  prices  declined  somewhat  to  $13-$l4  per  ton, 
on  a  carlot  basis." 


3b .    A  REPORT  ON  NORTHWESTERN  POTATOES  AND  PEARS 

T.  R.  Hall,  of  the  Seattle  office,   submitted  the  following  report  on 

September  2U :-  . 

"The  northwestern  potato  movement  during  the  latter  part  of  September 
was  considerably  heavier  than  for  the  corresponding  period  last  season,    35  to 
UO  cars  going  forward  almost  daily  from  Washington..  The  Idaho  shipments  have 
been  above  100  cars  daily.    Demand  and  trading  in  all  important  northwestern 
producing  districts  is  reported  slow;  $10~$12  per  ton  (including  sacks),  f.o.b. 
cash-track,   is  the  prevailing  market  in  the  Yakima  Valley  for  well-graded  IT .  S. 
No.  1  Russets.    Eastern  Washington  potatoes  are  generally  somewhat  green. 
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Killing  frosts  have  not  "been,  reported  in' any  of  the  districts,  and  growers  who 
are  financially  able  are  not  digging  except  in  a  limited  way.    However,  most 
growers  ore  being  forced  to  market  a  part  of  their  crop  on  account  of  financial 
stringencies,  which  accounts, for  the  rather  heavy  carlot  movement. 

"Marketing  of  Washington  pears  continues  in  fairly  heavy  volume.  Values 
have  an  advancing  tendency,  and  Extra  Fancy  Bartletts  are  bringing  $1.50^,1.65 
per  box  to  shippers,  with 'Fancy  grade  generally  $1.35-$1 .50.     Growers  and  ship- 
pers alike  are  encouraged  by  the  firm  tone  for  the  late  market,  although 
storage  holdings  are  light." 

Ub .    'CHOP  IIOTES  FROM  WESTERIT  xJEW  YORK 

R.  L.  Sutton  included  the  following  information  in  a  letter  of 
September  29  from  the  Rochester  office:-  .,  ,." 

"Bartlett  pears  are  about  finished.     The  pear  outturn  so  far  this  season 
has  been  only  k^g  cars,  or  fully  1,000  less  than  had  moved  to  the  same  time 
last  season.    The  Kieffer  movement  is  yet  to  take  place,  but,  with  the  shorter 
crop  of  Bartletts,  a  scarcity  will  undoubtedly  also  take  place  with  Kief f ers . 
Other  varieties,   such  as  Clapps,  Boscs,  and  Seckels,  do  not  assume  much  commer- 
cial importance, 

"Trading  in  apples  continues  limited.     There  is  a  fair  demand  for 
Wealthys,  but  storage  supplies  of  this,  variety  are  light.    The  season  for  I;ew 
York  peaches  is  drawing  to  a  close  and  a  good  portion  of  the  fru.it  remaining  in 
storage  is  in  only  fair  condition.     The  peach  movement  to  date  has  approximated 
SO0  cars,  this  being  about  1,200  less  than  the  roll  to  the  same  time  last  sea- 
son.   Last  year's  final 'amounted  to  2,310  cars  and  it  appears  that  the  total 
rail  movement  for  this  season  will  be  about'  1,000  cars 'less. 

"Cabbage  trading  continues  slow  and  the  market  rules  generally  dull. 
The  movement  of  Danish  is  becoming  more  active.    Growers  have  received  as  low 
as  $5  per  ton  for  kraut  cabbage,  and  $6  was  generally* the  top  for  domestic-type, 
Danish  has  held  mostly  at  $7-$S  cash  to  growers.     The  late  Danish  crop  has  not 
been  cut  to  any  extent,  but  with  the  advent  of  colder  weather  in  early  October 
harvest  will  get  under  way. 

"Celery  has  shown  a  cm-tailed  movement  on  account  of  the  let-up  in  f.o.b. 
buying.    The  Golden  Self-Blanching  will  be  cut  in  an  occasional  field  this  week, 
but  regular  cuttings  will  not  commence  until  around  October  10.  Unfavorable 
market  conditions  have  turned  a  little  more  of  the  early  varieties  into  storage 
than  would  ordinarily  have  gone  that  way.    Even  so,  there  has  been  hardly  any 
early  stock  stored  this  season,  as  compared  with  last  year,  when  heavy  produc- 
tion of  close-culture  celery  produced . such  an  excess  in  the  early  varieties. 

"The  onion  market  is  showing  additional  strength.    Large  sizes  are 
scarce..    So  far  this  season,  the  50-pound  bag  has  been  the  popular  container. 
Carrots  have  shown  a  little  more  activity  recently." 

5*5.    ADDITIONAL  SUMMARIES  ISSUED 

During  the  past  week  the  following  field-station  summaries  were  distrrb- 

.uted: 

"Marketing  Michigan  Apples,  1930  Season,"  byR.  S.  Keller, 
"Marketing  Western  and  Central  lew  York  Cabbage,  1930-31  Season,"  by 
R.  L.  Sutton  and  A.  L.  Thomas. 
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6  b .     CALIFORNIA  GRAPES  I  IT  BETTER  POSITIOIT 

A.  E.  Prugh  sent  the  following  report  from  Fresno  on  September  2S:~ 
.  "Toward  the  end.  of  the  week  of  September  21,  a  better  demand  and  firmer 
market  was  noted  on  Zinfandel  and  Muscat  juice  grapes.    Very  few  Zinfandels 
remain  in  the  Fresno  district,  most  of  them  now  coming  from  the  jjorth,  and  they 
are  report 3d  rapidly  cleaning  up  in  the  Lodi  district;  also  showing  a  consider- 
able percentage  of  raisining  and  raisined  berries.    Starting  the  week  of  Septem- 
ber 2S,  f.o.b.  prices  advanced  slightly  to  $35~$37«50'Per  ton  of  Muscats  or 
Zinfandels *    The  demand  for  Alicantes  and  Carignanes  seems  slow  at  $32-50. 

"A  good  demand  also  developed  on  table  Tokays  the  latter  part  of  the  wee1- 
with  an  adv.- nee  on  September  26  to  90f-$l  per  lug.    Tokay  shipments  have  passed 
the  peak  and  are  having  lighter  competition  from  Thompsons  and  Malagas.  Table 
Thompsons  are  rapidly  cleaning  up  and  a  few  are  going  out  as  juice  stock. 
Malaga  shipments  are  decreasing. 

"Up  to  September  27,  California  grape  shipments  were  running  about  5, 500 
cars  behind  last  year's  movement  to  the  same  date.    Movement  for  the  week  ending 
September  27  this  season  was  3 >  595  cars,  compared  with  5>580  for  the  same  week 
a  year  ago. 

"Percentages  of  variety  inspections  on  leading  varieties  for  the  week 
ending  September  22  were:    Tokays  lk  .3$,  Zinfandels  21.2$,  Alicantes  28-3$, 
Muscats  1)4.2$,  other  black  juice  15.3$,  all  others  6.7$. 

"Comparison  of  weighted  averages  and  number  of  packages  of  leading 
varieties  sold  in  auction  markets  for  the  weeks  ending  September  25  and  IS,  l$3li 
and  September  26,  1930,   is  as  follows: 

TT.0MPS0US  MALAGAS  TOKAYS 

Av' 


Sept 


25 
IS 


Sept.  2 
last  yr 


legs 
10G07S 
1H1223 

207629 


Avg 
$1.^ 
1.35 

n.17 


Pkgs 
SU262 
9S92^ 


Avj 

n>37 

1.22 


97S90  $1.1S 


Pkgs  . 

157672 

15S811 


$1.46 
1.37 


26UUU6  $1.22 


Pkgs  .  Avg 


ALICAETES 


Ii84s6 
101266 

217123 


93^ 


3U 


PiCgS  . 

1S2001 

OQ 
J  J 


99620 


Avg. 
31$ 


37v 


23^310  $1.05" 


7b .     MARhETI-G-  DIFFICULTIES  FOR  IDAHO  POTATOES 

The  following  report  came  from  R.  G-.  Rlsser,  in  charge  of  the  Idaho  l&llf 
field  station,  under  date  of  September  28:- 

"The  potato  interests  of  Idaho  are  facing  unusually  difficult  conditions 
this  season.    The  producers  are  harvesting  an  abnormally  light  yield;  the  size 
and  shape  of  the  tubers  are  inferior  and  the  marketing  situation  is  unfavorable. 
If  Idaho  potatoes  were  the  only  poor  ones,  a  fair  demand  could  probably  be 
found  for  a  certain  quantity  of  the  lower  grades,,  but  other  western  districts 
also  are  reported  to  have  ample  offerings  of  low-grade  stock.    Present  diffi- 
culties have  been  somewhat  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  many  growers  are  pressed, 
for  funds  and  have  shipped  much  more  heavily  than  usual  at  digging  time.  Both 
the  heavy  current  movement  and  the  immature  condition  of  many  shipments  have 
had  a  very  unfavorable  reaction.    The  market  for  'spots'  and  'futures'  has  been 
weak,  and  shippers  as  well  as  growers  have  had  a  very  unsatisfactory  deal  to 
date." 


PORTLAND  OFFICE,  in  addition      to  the  regular  market  reports,  is  issuing 
a  "VTorth  we  stern  Weekly.  Dried  Prune  Market  Report"  each  Thursday.    On  Sept.  19 
the  first  of  a  series  of  periodical  reports  on  ITuts  was  published  at  Portland. 
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gb.    MICKIGAIT  APPLES  DRAC-GY;  GRAPE  SITUATION  IMPPOYIhG 

P.  E.  Keller  sent  the  following  news  from  Benton  Harbor  in  a  latter  of 
September . 28 :- 

"The  western  Michigan  apple  situation" is  very  "slow  and  dull.  Fall 
varieties,  such  as  Wealthy,  Mcintosh,.  Alexander,  Wolf  River  and  Twenty  Ounce, 
are  about  cleaned  up,  and  the  late  fall  and' winter  "apples  are  meeting  with  such 
slow  demand  and  low  prices  that  farmers  have  delayed  picking.    Michigan's  apple 
crop,  is  now  estimated  to  be  the  largest  since  1923,  and,  with  about  <o0(p  to  oyjo 
consisting  of 'winter  varieties,  buyers  are  tricing  the  fruit  very  slowly.  Trad- 
ing is  mostly  a  hand-to-mouth  proposition.    One  factor,  however, that  may  greatlv 
lower  the  output  of  high-grade  late-keeping  merchantable  stock,  is  that  of  worm 
damage.    Codling-moth  infestation  has  been  v ery  severe  in  the  southwestern  part 
of  the  State.     It  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  any  figures  on  the  o.ctual  damage, 
but  the  extent  of  the  infestation,  as  reflected  by  reports  of  individual  farmers 
interviewed,  would  indicate  that  from  5$  to  25$  of  the  stock  is  wormy  and  that 
from  10$  to  50$  is  injured  by  worm  stings,  the  exact  percentage  varying  accord- 
ing to  orchards.    The  hot  dry  summer  has  been  very  favorable  for  codling  moths 
and,  as  a  result,  orchards  which  have:,  not  been  carefully  sprayed  show  heavy 
inf  est  at  ion.  "...  • 

"The  :?yape  outlook  is  improving.    Cool  weather  and  rains  heave  retarded 
picking, and  likewise  stimulated  the  demand.    As  a  result,  prices  have  advanced. 
The  portion  of  the  crop  remaining  is  light;  so  shippers  are  anticipating  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  present  improved  conditions.    Possibly  the  item  of  most  note^** 
in  the  grape  deal  during  the  past  week  was  the  entrance  of  truckers  into  the 
Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  markets.    This  is  a  haul  of  575  miles  from  Benton 
Harbor.    Until  this  time,  the'  Twin  Cities  were  the  one  large  carlot  outlet  left 
for  rail  shippers.    Trackers  are  hauling  12-Quart  jraubo  baskets  for  1*4-^  to  l6^, 
whereas  the  rril  and  refrigeration  costs  are  around  22^." 

9b.    A  VALUABLE  REPORT  01J  FLORIDA.  PRODUCTS  ; 

Frank  E.  Scruggs,  formerly  a  member  of  our  Market  hews  staff  and  now 
associated  with  the  Florida  State  Marketing  Bureau  at  Jacksonville,  has  compiled 
a  very  interesting  report  of  IS  mimeographed  pages  regarding  Florida  fruits  and 
vegetables.     It  is  entitled:     "I93O-.3I  Annual  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Report."  It 
is  largely •  statistical,  including  carlot  shipments  of  a  large  nuiober  of  products, 
f.o.b.  returns,  production . costs,  etc.    Figures  on  citrus  fruits  are  given  in 
greatest  detail. 

In  his  -preface,  Mr.  Scruggs  says:-    "The  equivalent  of  150,367  carloads 
of  fruits  and  vegetables  was  harvested  from  the  groves  and  fields  of  Florida 
last  season,  establishing  a  record  movement,  and  the  gross  value  of  same,  f.o.b. 
shipping  point,  plus  $9>8o7,335  transportation  charges  within  the  State, 
reached  the  record  -sun  of  $97,077,214,  as  compared  with  $88,757,313  for  the 
1929-30  season." 

Copies  of  this  report,  probably  can  be  obtained  directly  from  the  • 
Florida  State  Marketing  Bureau  at  Jacksonville. 

B.  C.  BORES, 
Specialist  in  Market  Hews. 
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Mail 

Pirst 

Probably 

Stations 

List 

In 

Charge 

Reports 

Bulletin 

Will 

Close 

.  - 

FRESNO,   CALIF. »* 

919 

A. 

E. 

Prugh  : 

Grapes 

July  22 

;    NOV  . 

-7 

7 

ClO   iiUiii  ilQ.  -D-LLLg. 

BENTON  HARBOR,  MICH.** 

R. 

E. 

Keller 

Apples 

Aug.  20 

Oct. 

&  J 

205  P.  0.  Bldg.  ' 

Pears 

Aug.  2S 

Oct . 

Peaches* 

Sept.  S 

Sept 

.  1 9* 

Grapes 

Sept.  21 

Oct  . 

Onions  \ 

Oct .  5  • 

Oct . 

Potatoes 

Oct.  7 

Oct. 

2U  J 

ROCHESTER,  IT.  Y.** 

S37 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

Pears 

Sept.  2 

.'!OV  . 

7 
f 

\Jii±  Ullb 

Apr . 

9 

Carrots 

Sept.  2 

May 

21 

Cabbage 

Sept... 2 

CO 

Jan. 

9 

Apples 

Sept.  S 

May 

21 

Peaches 

Sept.  10 

■7 
J> 

fir*  *~  i~\  Q 

SPnt  P7! 

u  C  y  u  1  0 

°ct. 

31  1 

Potatoes 

Oct.  5 

May 

21 

PRESOUE  ISLE    ME  ** 

Vs. 

I.Nicholson 

Pot  ntnPQ 

Se-nt  10 

■  Apr. 

30 

Hedrich  Block 

WAUPACA,  WIS.** 

S"9>4 

:  A- 

M. 

McDowell 

Potatoes 

;  Sept.  11+ 

Mar . 

26  i 

Court  House 

MARTI1TS3URG-,  W.  VA. 

_835 

:  R- 

M. 

Peterson 

'Apples 

:  Sept.  15 

Oct. 

31 

9  County  Court  House 

IDAHO  FALLS,  IDAHO 

S'45 

'  R. 

C-. 

Risser 

Potatoes 

;  Sent  17 

May 

7  J 

230  Federal  Bldg. 

The  following  stations 

probably  will  open  on  dates 

indicated : 

BROWNSVILLE,  TEXAS  ** 

'931 

W. 

D. 

G-ooge 

Citrus 

;  Oct.  15 

Mar . 

1 

Chamber  of  Gomsere© 

jVegs. 

j  Jan.  1 

June 

1 

WINTER  HAV11T,  FLA.** 

920 

:  H- 

Willson 

Citrus 

■  Oct.  19  ; 

May 

•  DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg. 

^"-o.  ;  :  ;  :  :  ,  .  r 

**  State  cooperating'  ,  .  *  Reports  discontiimofl 


W.  P.  Co:c  in  San  Francisco  ■  ■.  J.  B.  Owens  in  Detroit 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Portland  ,  •  Wi    ,D.'  Googe  in 'Port  Worth 

H.  P.  Willson  en  route  to  Florida  H.  E.  Rutland  at  Shin  Pond,  Mo. 

PIELD  ivBN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 

in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


1  c .     SEND  IN  SPECIMENS  OF  TEXAS  GRAPEFRUIT  SHOWING  STEM  'END  ROT 

The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  has  requested  the  cooperation  of  the  Inspec- 
tion Service  in  making  a  study  of  Stem  End  Rot  of  Texas  grapefruit.    There  are 
two  causes'  of  Stem  End  Rot:     "Phomopsis  citri" — "Diplodia  natalensis , "  and  the 
principal  object  of  the  study  is  to  determine  whether  this  disease  in  Texas  is 
caused  by  only  one  or  both  of  these  organisms.     Ssrnples  from  cars  inspected, 
showing.  St 'cm  End  Rot,  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  H.  R.  Pulton,  B.  P.  I.,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  further  notice. 


2c.    PROGRESS  OP  WEST  VIRGINIA  APPLE  INSPECTION  WORK 

J.  J.  Gardner  wrote  the  following  letter  from  Martinsburg  on  Sept.  2b:- 

"I  returned  yesterday  from  a  trip  through  the  Ohio  Valley  district  of 
W.  Va.,  where  we  will  probably  inspect  some  250  or  3°°  cars  of  apples,  moving 
out  from  the  vicinity  of  Mason  City,  Parkersburg  and  Huntington,    We  will  have 
five  inspectors  located'there,  to  take-  care  of  the  whole  district.    Fruit  in 
the  Ohio  Valley  is  not  of/'good  quality  as  ordinarily,  a  very  large  part  of  it 
being  heavily  russeted,   so  that  many  cars' will  not  meet  U.  S,  No.  1  grade. 

"Picking  in  the' eastern  panhandle  has  been  f parly  active  on  the  early 
varieties,  -such  as:    Grimes, -King  David,  Jonathan  and  Delicious.    Just  now  a 
•few  growers  have  completed  harvesting  the  early  varieties  and  are  waiting  for 
YorkS' to  show  sufficient  maturity  and  color.    Picking  probably  will  not  be  in 
full  swing  before  the  week  of  October  11. 

"As  has  been  the' custom  for  the  past  number  of  years,  we  conducted  a 
training-  school  for  inspectors  from  the  latter  part  of  August  to  the  first  of 
September,  with  H 3  men  attending.    We,  of  course,  were  unable  to  use  all  of 
these  but  did  succeed  in  placing  many  of  them  in  packing-houses  as  foremen. 
They  were,  by  far,  the  best  bunch  of  new  material  we  ever  had." 

3c.    CHANGES  IN  LIST  qe  past-due  accounts 

•  ■  -The  following  should  be  added  to  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 

Hrckay  and  Lehman,     Weslaco , '  Texas  ■  (Add      .00  to  previous  amount) 
.The  following  should  be  t aken  from  List  of  Past  Due  Accounts:  , 
Wade  and  Newton,        San  Benito,  Texas  $H  .00 

^Wagner  Bro.thers,.      Harrisburg,  Pa.  •$i+.00 

He.     CALIFORNIA  TOMATOES  MOVING 

. :  ..■  T-oraato  inspection  is  under  way  in  the  Santa  Maria  district  of  California, 
and  the  personnel  has  been  increased  to  five  men.     In  the  San  Jose  district, 
shipments  of  tomatoes  have  been  going  slowly  for  some  time.    A  few  cars  have 
left,  the  Lincoln  and  Sacramento  sections,  and  shipments  shouls  be  well  under 
.  way  by  the. first  of  October.  -(California  Inspectors'  Notes,  September  25) 


SHIPMENTS  of  fruits  and  vegetables  have  recently  been  running  about 
one-fourth  lighter  than  a  year  ago;  they  average  only  J>,000  cars  daily. 


516 


Division  Letter,  October  2,  1931 


5c.     DIRT  PI'  POTATOES  AS  RELATED  TO  GRADE 

In  determining  whether  a  lot  of  potatoes  is  dirty  enough  to  affect  grade, 
the  general  appearance  of  the  whole  lot  should  be  considered.     It  seems  that 
some  inspectors  have  formed  the  habit  of  adding  a  small  percentage  of  dirt- 
caked  potatoes  to  the  percentage  of  other  grade  defects,  and  some  lots  have 
probably  been  certified    below  grade  because  of  the  combined  percentage  of 
grade  defects  (which  included  a  few  dirt-caked  potatoes),  when  the  lot  general- 
ly was  not  sufficiently  damaged  by  dirt  to  justify  it.    When  there  is  not 
enough  dirt  to  affect  the  -general-  appearance ,•  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  sort 
out  and  weigh  separately  the  potatoes  which  are  dirty  enough  to  score  against 
the  grade.    Dirt  should  bo  considered  with  relation  to  the  general  appearance 
of  the  whole  lot  rather  than  individual  potatoes.    Of  course,  when  there  is  a 
considerable  percentage  of  dirt-coked  potatoes,  the  appearance  of  the  lot  is 
affected;  in  which  case  the  percentage  should  be  stated  or  it  may  be  described 
in  general  terms,   such  as  "many,"  "most,"  etc. 

6c.     alMMSSOTA  POTATO  TAGGIMG  AMD  BRAhDIMG  ACT 

The  potato  tagging,  labeling  or  branding  Act  passed  by  the  Minnesota 
legislature,  effective  September  1,  requires  that  "Potatoes  grown  in  Mimic sot a, 
when  packed  for  carload  shipments  or  offered  for  sale  by  persons  other  than  the 
growers  or  loroducers  thereof  in  carload  lots,  and  potatoes,  when  packed  for 
truck-load  shipments  or  offered  for  sale  in  Minnesota  in  truck-load  lots,  other 
than  by  the  producer,  shall  be  tagged,  labeled,  or  branded  U.  S.  .7.0.  1,  Mimic  so-  . 
ta  Co  mercia.l  Grade  U.  S.  ITo.  2,  Unclassified,  or  Minnesota  Certified  Seed." 

■The  Act  provides  that  "every  closed  package,  containing  potatoes  offered 
or  exposed,  for  sale  at  wholesp.le  or  at  reto.il  in  cities  of  the  first  and  second 
clo.ss  by  persons  other  than  the  growers  thereof,  sho.ll  bear  upon  the  outside  of 
eo.ch  packo.ge,  either  by  brands  tag,  or  label  in  plain  letters  and  figures,  the 
gro.de  of  the  potatoes  therein  contained  and  the  minimum  weight  when  pocked." 


7c    EJCLOSUT-ES  FOR  INSPECTORS 

With  this  D.  L.,  each  inspector  will  receive  copies  of  the  following: 
"The  California  Prv.it, Hut  and  Vegetable  Standardization  Act  of  1331 
"Minnesota  Seed  Potato  Inspection  and  Certification  Law  and  Rules  and 
Regulations, 1S3Q-31  • "  ■ 

These  pomphlet-s  were  furnished  throtigh  Mr.  Poilthorps  office. 

R.  C.  BUT'ill, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 


TEE  ELSVEMTE  A1ETLL  Jj  REPORT  of  the  California  Department  of  Agriculture, 
for  the  year  1330, 'has  recently  come  to  our  attention.     Included  in  this 
volume  of.        pages  is  0. -report  on  the  work  of  Bureau  of  Shipping-Point  Inspec- 
tion, by  17.  P.  Allewelt,  and  a  report  on  the  Bureau  of  Pruit  and  Vegetable 
Standardization,  by  S.  S.  Rogers.    The  latter  includes  a  series  of  photographs, 
showing  conditions  in  canning  factories  in.l^lO,  compared  with  conditions  in 
a,  modern  caimery. 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  OE  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 


States. 


Supervisor 


Products 


A t/pr o x imat e  dat e  of 


Opening 


Closing 


PORTO  RICO 


DELAWARE: 


MINNESOTA: 


WASHINGTON: 


WEST  VIRGINL' 


•NEW  ENGLAND: 


VIRGINIA: 


MAINE: 


EL OR IDA : 


TEXAS: 


W  YORK; 


A.  S.  Mason, 

•  UO.Osh^a/Bldg..,  

I       ..P.  o.:  Box  13U7 

■  San  Juan,  P.  R. 

:  F.  S .  '  Zimmerman j 

•  "•:   c/o  State  Board' of  Agr ., 

•  .   Dover,  Del  *  • 

:  G..  W .  Ghrfsten'son, 
'[•■     30'2  Gorham  Bldg., 
]      .  Mi  nneap  0  lis,'-  Minn . 

.■!:'  W.  A.  Hilgeson, 

■  Court  House  (Box  190), 

•  Wenatchee,  Wash. 

:  J.  J.  Gardner, 

:      Shenandoah  Bank  Bldg., 

;         Martinsburg,-  'W*  Va.' 

j  F.  S.  Kinney, 

:      703  Appraiser's  Stores 

•.'.    /.  BldgVj  •  ■  ■  ■ 

\   •..    '■  Boston,  Mass.  • 

!  T.  W.j  Ayres, 

•  ':  1  211  Park  Place, 

\  Charlottesville,  Va. 

;G..  Ray  Warren', 

•  Car ibou, ;  Maine' 

:0.  G.  Strauss, 

;    'Winter  •  Haven ,  El  a . 

jH;  T.  Longino/  .. 
;  '  Room  5,.  Madi'son.  Ho-tel', 
:j        P.  0.  Box  63S, . 

•  Harlingen,  Texas 

; J.  A,'  Marks,.  ■. 

:    Brocton,  N.  y.  


Citrus 


Apples- 


Potatoes 


Apples 


Apples 


Apple; 


Apples 


Potatoes 


Citrus 


Cit3"u.s 


Grapes 


April  1 


July  1 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  20 
Sept .  1 

Sept.  Ik 

Sept  .  Ik 
Sept.  15 
Oct.  1 


Sept.  28 


Nov.  1 


Oct.  15 


Jan.  1 


Eeb.  1 


rlov .  7 


Jan.  1 


Eeb.  1 


Apr.  1 


May 


Me 


15 
15 


Oct.  24 


REPORTS  on  the _ following -products  can  be  obtained  from  offices  indicated; 

.'.[■■  'Iowa-  products .,  R.  C.  Lindstrom,  Des  Moines  office. 

,  "..  Ohio  products'  .M.  W.  "Baker,  Columbus  office 

.   Indiana  &  Michigan  onions..... .Federal-State  Inspection,  Warsaw,  Ind. 

North  Dakota  potatoes  V.R.  C.  Hastings,  Stnte  College  Sta,,  Ec 

Missouri  apples  ..  .  .F.  M.  Lyle,  Kansas  City  office 


'go 
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STAHDABDIZATIOH  AHD  E3S2AECH 


Id.     CAiIISSY  TOMATO  IITSPaCTIQirSXPIBIMBnTS  I  IT  CALIFOBITIA 

The  following  item  has  teen  copied  from  California  Inspectors*  Botes 
dated  September  18:-  ..■ 

Experimental  tests  to  determine  the  practicability  of  using  the  U.  S. 
grades  for  cannery  tomatoes  in  California  are  now  well  under  way. 

The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  the  St^te  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  the  Cancers  League  of  California  are  cooperating  in  making  the  tests.    E-.  L. 
Spangler,  of  the  Washington  Standardization  project,  and  E ,  E.  .Bechis,  of  the 
California  staff,  have  beenbj.sy  the  past  three  wepks,  training  inspectors  and 
demonstrating  the  system  of -grading  to  interested  canners.    Official  grading 
is  being  done  at  the  Libby,  McEeill  and  Libby  plants  a.t  Sunnyvale-  and  Sacrament© 
and  the  California  Packing  Corporation  plants  at  Eruitvale  and  Sacramento . 

On  Thursday  of  last  week  practical -demonstrations  were  given  at  Sunny- 
vale and  Eruitvale',  for  the  purpose  of  acquainting. 'interested  canners  with  the 
system.    Much  interest  was  manifested  by  those  present  and  most  cf  them  'seemed 
to  be  favorably  impressed  with  the  system. 

The  grading  consists  of  sorting  the  tomatoes  from  representative  lugs  of 
each  load  into  Ho.  1's,  He.  2's'and  culls,  after  which  the  separates  are- weigh- 
ed, in  order  to  determine  the  value  of  the  load.'    ITo  tolerance  is  provided  in 
this  system  of  grading.    Where  canners  have  contracted  with  growers  for  deliv- 
ery of  tomatoes  on  the  basis  of  U.  S.  grades,   the. grower  is  paid  according  to 
the  actual  percentage  of  Ho.  1's  and  Ho.  2!  s  delivered.    A  substantial  premium 
is  paid  for  ITo .-  1  tomatoes.    The  ITo.  2  price  closely  approaches  the  flat  rate. 
Gulls  are  of  no  value.    By  establishing  a  price  differential  between  the  two 
grades,  the  "grower  has  an  incentive  to  improve  the  quality  of '  his  tomatoes. 
The  higher  the  percentage  of  ho.  1's,  the  greater  the  value  is  .for.  ^the  load, 
providing  that  the  culls  have  been  left  in  the  field,  . 

This  system  of  grading  has  proven  very  popular  with  tomato  canners'  in 
the  States  of  Indiana,  hew  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Hew  Jersey,  Maryland,  Dela- 
ware, Virginia,  Colorado  and  Utah.    Approximately  200  canners  in  these  States 
have  contracted  with  their . growers  to  deliver  tomatoes  on  the  basis  of  the'U.  S. 
grades  this  serson. 

So  far,  the  tests:  being  conducted  show  that  the  grades  'are  adaptable  to 
California  tomatoes.    Compilation-  of  the  results  of  the  tests  at  the  four  plants 
will  form  a  basis  for  fixing  contract  prices  next  year,   In  case  California  can- 
ners decide  to  adopt  the  system.     Indications  are  that  some  California  canners 
will  contract  for  their  tomatoes -on  the  basis  of  U.  S.  grades  in  1932. 


E.  H.  PAI1TK0BP, 
Specialist  in  Standardization, 

"A  WQBLD \  S  BECOED  for  apple  production  on  a  large  orchard  was  achieved 
during  last  season  on  the  Apple  Lane  Orchard  Company  tract  at  Quincy,  Wash,, 
when  an  average  of  slightly  over  1,000  boxes  per  acre  was 'packed  out  from  the 
157-acre  orchard.    A  total  of  158,130  packed  boxes  was  checked  out  of  the 
packing  shed."  -  (Wenatchee,  Wash.,  World)  ';  •  . 
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REGULATORY  ACTIVITIES 


le.    AJOTEI^R  EH^i  IMPOSED  UhDER  PRODUCE  AGENCY  ACT   •.,  . 

Harvey  Wyno'cker,  who  formerly  operated  in  Philadelphia  as  WynOcker  &  Co., 
pleaded  guilty  on  September  29  to  a  violation  of  the  Produce  Agency  Act.  Hie 
■case  involved  failure  to  account  for  a  truck  shipment  of  apples  and  peaches 
made  on  July  lb,   1929,  by  A.  B.  Davis,  of  Morris toy/n,  iJ.  J.    The  complaint  was 
investigated  by  W.  L.  Evans,  who  was  the  only  witness  examined  at  the  trial. 
The  court  imposed  the  minimum  fine  of  $100. 

2o .    All  L.PORTAI^  PRODUCE  AGENCY  CASE  Ih  YORK 

A  Produce  Agency  case  which  attracted  considerable  attention  on  the  part 
of  the  local  trade  was  tried  in  Hew  York  City  last  week. 

%i.  Clark,  Jr.,  and  Ben  Balish,  who  was  operating  under  the  name  and  with 
the  consent  and  knowledge  of  the  former,  wore  brought  to  trial  in  the  United 
States  District  Court,  Hew  York  City,  on  September  23.    Both  pleaded  not  guilty 
and,  owing  to  the  involved  nature  of  the  firm' s  dealings,  the  trial  was  con- 
tinued to  September  2U.    As  the  trial  progressed,  the  testimony  of  the  Govern- 
ment witnesses  became  so  damaging  that, after  the  noon  recess,  Balish  shifted 
his  plea  to  guilty,  Clark  following  suit. 

U.  S.  District  Attorney  Prank,  in  his  address  to  the  jury,  mp.de  quite 
clear  the  Government's  belief  that  Balish  was  the  one  actually  guilty  of  the 
fraud.    Judge  Anderson,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  who  occupied  the  bench,  gave  the 
following  sentences:-  . 

Ben  Balish:-    $150  fine  on  each  of  three  counts  and  nine  months  in  the 
house  of  detention;  jail  sentence  to  be  suspended,  provided  he  pays  to  the 
Rocky  Mount r in  Produce  Co.  within  two  weeks  two-thirds  o£  the  net  amount  of 
which  the  shipper  was  defrauded,   or  $529.92,  but  to  be  on  probation  for  a 
period  of  nine  months. 

Wm.  Clark, Jr.;    $50  fine  on  each  of  three  counts  and  30  days  in  the 
house  of  detention;  jail  sentence  to  suspended,  provided  he  pays  to  the 
shipper  within  two  weeks  one-third  of  the  amount  involved,  or  $26U.9b. 

The  case  related  to  three  crrloads  of  lettuce  and  one  car  of  string 
beans,  released  to  Yfrn.  Clark,  Jr.,  by  the  Rocky  Mountain  Produce  Co.,  Denver. 
Colo.,  during  August,  193°,  "to  be  handled  on  consignment.      Ben  Balish,  in"kne/ 
of  Wm.  Clark,  Jr . , roconsigned  the  cars  to  another  dealer  in  ITew  York  City.  The 
fraud  was  readily  apparent  upon  comparing  the  accounts  sales  rendered  to 
1m.  Clark,  Jr.,  .with  those  rendered  in  the  name  of  Wm.  Clark,  Jr.,  to  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Produce  Co.     It  was  shown  in  court  that  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Produce  Co.  should  have  received  net  proceeds  of  $9^3 '92,  whereas  they  actually 
received  but  $lU9.0U. 

The  evidence  in  this  case  was  developed  by  0.  IT.  Harsha,  of  the  Regula- 
tory Brand:.    C.  P.  Dorr,  of  the  Solicitor's  off ice,  assisted  in  the  prosecution. 

P.  G.  R0BB, 
In  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch. 

A  recent  report  indicates  that  the  California  peach  pack  has  been  com- 
pleted with  total  production  for  sale  to  distributors  about  7,900,000  cases, 
of  which  ^413,000  cases  were  in  southern  California. 
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Mr.  Sherman  is  scheduled  to  give  an  address  next  Monday,  October  5?  at 
the  regiqnal  conference  of  Red  Cross  chapters  of  southeastern  South.  Carolina. 
The  mooting  will  ho  held  at  Darlington,  S.  C,  and  Mr.  Sherman  will  speak  on:- 
"The  Home  Garden  and  the  Puhlic  Health."    Eg  will  'be  ahsent  from  his  desk  on 
Monday  only. 

3.  R.  Pail  thorp  is  on  leave  a  few  days  this  week.      Hfei.  E.  Lewis,  v;ho  had 
heen  in  the  field  for  about  seven  weeks,  returned  to  the  Washington  office  last 
Monday.    He  made  investigations  with  respect  to  official  grades  for  gro.,n  corn 
for  can'iing  and  recently  spent  considerable  time  in  Maine  on  this  work,  after 
having  conducted  extensive  experiments  at  a  large  cannery  in  Illinois. 

In  order  to  confer  with  New  Jersey  State  officials  and  canners  regarding 
possible  inspection  work  on  cannery  tomatoes,  Robert  Bier  spent  Thursday  at 
Trenton,  IT.J. 

Spiker,  of  the  Transportation  Unit  in  Washington,  returned  to  his 
sday  after  his  month's  trip  to  the  Middle  West  in  the  interest  of 
railroads. 

Paul  M.  Williams,   in  charge  of  the  grading  work  on  canned  fruits  and 
vegetables,   is  visiting  the  Memphis  and  Louisville  offices  on  his  return  trip 
from  Chicago  this  week,    he  is  conferring  with  local  representatives  of  this 
Division  regarding  the  new  service  on  canned  products. 

W.  1.  Evans,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  and  C.  P.  Dorr,  of  the  Solicitor's 

Office,  went  to  Philadelphia  on  Monday  for  the  hearing  of  a.  Produce  Agency  case, 

Mr.  Evans  being  a  witness.    Before  returning  to  Washington,  Mr.  Evans  is  making 

investigations  in  other  cases  in  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore. 

♦  . 

J.  W.  Dykes,  also  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  expects  to  leave  Washington 
«         on  Sunday  for  Chicago  and  Toledo,  where  he  will  make  investigations  under  the 
Produce  Agency  Act.    he  plans  to  stop  at  Louisville,  Ky.,'  to  attend  a  hearing 
under  the  Act  in  that  market. 

W;  Z.  Steinbauer  will  leave  Washington  within  a  few  days  and  make  inves- 
tigations .under  the  P.A.C.  Act  in  Pittsburgh -and  Akron. 

11.  C.  Gregory,  of  the  Port  Worth  office,  will  be  on  leave  all  of  next 
week;  W.  D.  Googe  will  handle  the  market  reporting  work  and  A.  H.  Polster,  of 
Dallas,  the  inspection  work  during  Mr.  Gregory's  absence. 

George  C.  i.ioye,  a.  licensed  inspector  from  ITorth  Carolina,  stopped  at  the 
Washington  office  on  Tuesday,  en  route  to  Hew  York  City,  where  he  will  assist 
with  the  inspection  work  for  a  few  months. 

A  new  phxa.se  of  market  reporting  work  will  be  developed  in  Texas  this  sea- 
son.   In  view  of  the  expected  heavy  crop  of  citrus  fruits  in  the  lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley,  it  has  been  decided  to  open  the  field  station  at  Brownsville  by 
October  15,  and  W.  D.  Googe  will  begin  on  that  date  to  publish  daily  reports  on 
citrus.    The  usual  a  service  on  vegetables  :  will  start  about  January  1. 


desk  on  Wedr.e 
reports  from 
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FRUIT  AW  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LETTER  . 
(Issued  every  Friday) 

COJFIDEITTIAL 
Hot  for  Publication 

1  a .    FALL  ::07EIE1'T  PIT  PORTO  RICAIT  GRAPEFRUIT  AT  ITS  PEAK  . 

The  following  letter  was  written  by  A.  S.  Mason,  at  San  Juan,  on 
October  2.     It  was  postmarked  at  .3:3°  P.'M.  on  Saturday,  the  3rd,  and  arrived 
in  the  Bureau  at  Washington  by  air  mail  at  noon  on  Monday,  which  is  very 
prompt  rne.il  service:- 

"IText  week  will  probably  be  the  peak  movement  of  the  fall  crop  of  Porto 
Rican  gropefru.it.    There  is  a  o2,000-box  space  reserved  on  two  refrigerated 
boats  spiling  next  Wednesday  and  'Thursday.    This  is  the  largest  space-reserva- 
tion that  has  been  made  since  I  have  been  here,  and  the  Porto  Rico  Pru.it  Union 
informs  me  that  it  is  the  largest  reservation  made  in  the  last  three  years. 
Growers  are  making  a  very  determined  effort  to  ship  every  possible  piece  of 
mature  fruit  before  Plorida  shipments  become  heavy. 

"The  market  has  shown  a  wonderful  auvance,  and  the  auction  sales  in 
Hew  York  on  'Tuesday,  September  25,  averaged  slightly  above  $U  for  all  fruit 
that  graded  U.S.  lTo .  2,  or  better.    Shipments  will  be  heavy  until  the  first  of 
ITovember,  after  which  time  they  will  slack-off;  but  there  will  be  considerable 
fruit  moved  during  ITovember  and  December. 

"When  the  English  pound  began  to  fall,  growers  were  considerably 
worried  as  to  what  they  were  going  to  do  with,  their  small-sized  fruit.  The 
market  seems  to  have  taken  the  fru.it  the  past  two  weeks  at  a.  very  good  figure, 
but  there  are  still  100,000  boxes  of  SO's  and  smaller-sizes,  which  will  be  more 
cr  less  of  a,  problem  to  dispose  of. 

"On  the  'Borinquen;  'which  sailed  yesterday,  the  total  grapefru.it  ship- 
ments were  UO.UOO  boxes,  or  about  5> 500  more  than  the  refrigerated  capacity. 
It  is  rather  uncertain  as  to  how  this  unrefrigerated  fruit  will  arrive'*.,  but, 
considering  market  conditions,  many  growers  were  perfectly  willing  to  take 
the  chance. 

"All  over  the  citrus  districts  there  is  beginning  to  be  a  spotted,  light 
bloom  and,  from  the  appearance  of  the  trees,   the  general  opinion  Is  that  there 
will  be  a  medium-heavy  bloom  within  the  next  10  days  or  two  weeks.    This  means 
that  Porto  Rico  will  be  able  to  ship  about  Its  normal  amount  of  grapefruit 
during  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August." 

2a.    HOPE  lUFOBLi/LTIOIT  ABOUT  GRAPE  SEIPLIEETS  BY  BOAT 

In  the  D.  L.  for  September  25,  mention  was  made  of  the  shipment  by  boat 
through  the  Panama  Canal  of  a  large  number  of  lugs  of  California  table  grapes 
to  Hew  York  City.    A.  E.  Pru.gh,   of  the  Fresno  office,  has  since  advised  that 
this  shipment  of  Tokays  reached  ilew  York  in  good  time,  but  that  arrivals  by 
boat  sold  on  September  30  at  an  average  of  $1.19  Per  iugj   compared  with 
receipts  by  rail  at  an  average  of  $1.72.. 

(Page  5SI) 
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lb .    MAJEHg  POTATO  PRICES  GO  !CWHR:  k    -     -  ■  ■:-  ]  ::2   f-r     :*.  ■  ■■  : 

V.  H.  Nicholson  reported  as  follows  in  a  letter  of  October  3  from  the 
Presque  Isle  office:- 

"Prices  of  Maine  potatoes  continue  to  decline „    Demand  has  been  rather 
slow,  even  at  lower  prices,  but  it  has  been  necessary  to  move  some  stock,  as 
storage  space  will  not  be  available  for  the  entire  crop. 

"The  prices  to  growers  are  probably  the  lowest  on  record.    Growers  have 
been  getting  mostly ■■  35^-^0^  bulk  per  barrel  measure  for  U.S.  Ho.  1  Green  Mor.nt- 
ains,  delivered  to  the  shipper ' s -  warehouse .    Very  few  Cobblers  are  being  sold 
just  now,  and  the  prices  for  this  variety  are  close  to  the  level  for  Green 
Mountains .  •  ; 

"Probably  65$  to  75$  of  the  crop  is  now  under  cover  and,  if  the  present 
fa.vorable  weather  continues  another  week,  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  crop  will 
be  harvested  before  any  danger  of  an  early  freeze.    Some  rot  has  been  showing 
up  in  the  fields,  '-'and  a  few  bins  of  potatoes  that  were  stored  early  have  been 
showing  some  rot.     Some  cars  have  arrived  in  markets  in  poor  condition,  but 
'there  have  been  very  few  complaints  the  last  several  days. 

"Total  shipments  of  Maine  potatoes  to  date  amount  to  only  3?S05  cars, 
compared  with  S',800  to  the  corresponding  date  last  season  and  nearly  S>500  to 
this  date  in  I929.    However,  shipments  compare  favorably  with  those  in  the  fell 
of  192'S'."'  ... 

2b.     SOUTiH^STERH  MI  CHI  GAIT  CROP  ITQTES 

The  following  information  c;rne  in  a  letter  of  October  3  from   . v 
R.  3.  Keller,"  rt  Benton  Harbor:- 

"The  Michigan  apple  market ,  except  for  Mcintosh,  continued  very  dull 
during  the  past  week.    For  most  varieties  there  has  been  little  or  no  demand, 
and  farmers  are  delaying  picking.    Most  of  the  stock' harvested  this  week  was 
either . destined  to  storage  in  nearby  terminals  or  to  cider  plants.    That  is  ex- 
cepting Mcintosh,  of  which  several  large  sales  were  booked. 

"With  the  advent  of  fair  weather,  grape  harvesting  has  increased  and 
offerings  have  been  heavy.    The  peak  of  the  grape  harvest  in  Berrien  Coxinty  is 
expected,  the  first  of  next  week,  and  that  in  the  Lawton-Pa.w  Paw  section  is 
expected  about  a  week  later.    Juice  plants  are  now  starting  up  and  are  reported 
to  be  taking  the  same  percentage  of  this  year's  crop  that" they  used  a  year  ago. 
Juice  plants  ar'e  paying  $40  per  ton' for  all  the  Ho.  1  stock. 

"Kief for  pears  are  now  being  harvested.    The  crop  is  quite  light-: and,  as 
a  resw.lt,  there  is  little  more  stock  available  than  can  be  handled  by  the  local 
canncrs.    Very  little  of  the  crop. is , being  marketed  fresh.    Connors  are  paying 
80^  per  cwt.  for. U.S.  Ho.  1,  2|  inch' minimum  stock.    A  few  carlo t  sales  have 
been  reported  for  U.S.  Ho.  1,  2  inch-  minimum  stock  at  85^  -per  cwt.  or  S0^~S5F 
per  bushel . "  ■ 


0CT0B3R'  CHOP  REPORTS  will  be  released  at  3  o'clock  Saturday,  Oct.  10, 
even,  though  Saturday  aftornoonc  is  a  holiday. 


3nc .    WISCONSIN  POTATO  MARKET  DULL 

A.  LI.  McDowell  wrote  as  follows  from  Waupaca-  on  October  k:~ 
" There  has  "been  very  little  change  in  the  Wisconsin  potato  situation. 
Demand  has  generally  been  slow  and  the  market 'dull.  2he  Antigo  and  northern 
Wisconsin  districts  continue  to  originate  most  of  the  shipments.  A  few  cars 
have  been  moved  out  of  the  central  part  of  the  State,  but  shipments  probably 
will  not  assume  any  considerable  volume  for  another  week,  as  growing  weather 
continues  favorable  and  there  has  been  no  threat  of  frost.  Reports  from 
growers  still  indicate  increased .  size ,  particularly  in  the  late-planted  fields." 

^  •  Kscsirr  iTQgEs  prom  western  new  york 

The  following  notes  are  abbreviated  from  a  letter  of  October  6,  written 
by  R.  L.  Sutton,  from  Rochester :~ 

"The  harvest  of  grapes  in  the  important  Chautauqua' -Sri e  district  is 
now  in  full  swing,  although  the  peak  movement  is  not  expected  until  around 
October  15.     In  the  linger  Lakes  district,  it  is  understood  that  the  height  of 
the  season  has  been  reached  or  is  close  at  hand.    Juice  plants  in  the  Chautau- 
qua-Erie belt  are  pressing  heavily;  one  large  cooperative  association  reported 
to  be  pressing  175  to  200  tons  of  grapes  daily.    The  crop  is  large;  good- 
quality  fruit  is  being  picked,  and  all  that  is  needed  is  an  active  market  to 
absorb  the  offerings.    The  f .o.b.  situation  has  been  rather  unsettled. 

"The  f  .o.b.  trading  -in  apples  has  been  limited.    At  this  time  the  move- 
ment into  storage  is  active.    General  reports  indicate  that  the  quality  of  the 
crop  is  somewhat  below  average.    The  f .o.b.  transactions  in  pears  are  almost  at 
a  standstill.    Bartletts  are  cleaned  tip,  Seckels  are  scarce,   and  Kieffer  busi- 
ness has  not  been  developed  to  any  extent. 

"The  peach  season  has  just  about  been  completed.    Movement  for  the  sea- 
son has  not  reached  1,000  cars,  while  this  time  last  year  approximately  2,300 
cars  had  been  shipped „    This  year,  due  to  the  very  low  prices  prevailing,  - 
especially  during  the  time  of  heavy  harvest,  -  a  larger  percentage  of  the  crop 
was  hauled  by  truck,  left  on  the  trees,  or  deteriorated  in  storage. 

"The  flurry  that  developed  recently  in  onions  seems  to  have  subsided,  so 
that  under  a  moderate  demand  prices  now  are  holding  mostly  cat  a  steady  level. 
Cabbage  is  showing  on  active  movement. 

"Late  celery  is  reported  to  be  showing  comparatively  small  amounts  of 
blight,  with  the  activity  of  the  tarnish  plant  bug  being  of  more  consequence 
than  desired.    A  good  rain  and  cooler  weather  will  serve  as  an  impetus  to  the 
crop  of  Golden  Self«Blanching.    Some  Golden  has  already  been  cut,  but  there 
will  be  no  harvesting  of  importance  before  October  12. 

"The  harvesting  of  potatoes  has  begun  from  the  important  par lot  shipping 
counties.    The  market  is  very  weak,  and  growers  have  been  receiving  mostly  25^ 
bulk  per  "bushel.." 

5b .    ADDITIONAL  SUMMARIES  ISSUED 

S'our  additional  summaries  of  field  deals  have  been  issued  this  week;- 
"Marketing  Northwestern  Apples,  I93O-3I  Season,"  by  Mrs.  L.  B.  Gerry. 
"Marketing  Idaho  Potatoes,  1 930-31  Season,"  by  L.  C.  Tate. 
"Marketing  Michigan  Onions,  1530-31  Season,"  by  R.  E.  Keller. 
"Marketing  Wisconsin  Potatoes,  1930-31  Season,"  by  C.  D.  Schoolcraft. 


> 
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6 b .     ^WQTG  WBW-CBG?  PBAMWTS  SMPnkAZrlhY  F2QM  OLD-CROP  PWAMWTS 

Wew-crop  Spanish  peanuts  are  now  toeing  :  shipped  .from  the  .  Southeast  end.  ': 
the  Southy/est,  and  new-crop  Banner  type  peanuts  from  the  Southeast  will  soon  I 
"be  available.    These  peanuts  are  selling  at  unp  re  cedent  edly  low  prices.  Wew- 
crop  Virginia  type'  peaixats'  will  not  "be  ready  for  •  shipment'  for  two  or  three 
weeks,   out  sales  are  "being  made  on  new-crop  stock  for  future  shipment  at 
prices  lower  than  those  now  prevailing,    When  securing  peanut  prices,  there- 
fore, please  be  careful  to  inquire  whethei'  the  prices,  which  are  given,  refer 
to  old-crop  or  new-crop  peanuts  and,   if  the  latter,  whether  for  prompt  or 
future  shipment,  and  segregate  the  quotations  in  the  wire  to  Washington  in  this 
manner.    These  instructions  will  he  automatically  cancelled,  of  course,  when 
old-crop  stock  becomes  exhausted. 

If  all  market  stations,  preparing  peanut  reports  for  Washington,  would 
compare  the  way  they  arrange  their  peanut  reports  with  the  way  they  appear  in 
the  Washington  bulletin,  and  follow  the  latter  form,  much,  time  would  be  saved 
in  editing  the  peanut  wires  in  Washington. 


7b.    PIHAh  WWVISIOW  OP'  1950  SHIPMBWY  FIGURES 

The  final  or  revised  shipment  data  for  year  I93O  have  now  been  mimeo- 
graphed in  booklet  form,  and  copies  are  being  mailed  to  all  market  and  field 
stations  of  the  ITews  Service.    H  is  regretted  that,  in  mimeographing  and 
asembling  this  material,  an  exact  alphabetical  arrangement  of  commodities  was 
not  followed  by  the  mimeograph  room,  but  all  of  the  statistics  are  there  and 
can  easily  be  found  by  leafing  through  the  booklet.     In  all  cases,  these  final 
or  revised  shipment  figures  should  now  be  used,  in  place  of  the  preliminary 
reports  issued  last  February* 

Sb .     COD.^  O-jAL'GTIG 

'.Tlie  following  code  additions  were  wired  to  all  ofices,  to  become- 
effective  on  Friday,  October  9: 

On  the  '.'MI— MY"  page, '  American  Type  Grapes,  add  - 
UV    Michigan  Fancy  table 
WW    Michigan  ITo  .  1 
'  WX    Michigan  Wo .  2 
On  the  same  page  of  the  code,  change  - 

UYC    to  read  "Michigan,  U-quart  climax  baskets,  Michigan  Fancy  table"' 
MID    to  read  "Michigan,  12- quart  climax  baskets,  Michigan  Wo.  1" 
instead  cf  "W.  S.  Wo.  1." 

Effective  Friday,  October  lo,  add  to  the  »P"  page  i'he  following:  . 
HQ,    Wpper  Valley  points 
DIZ    Twin  Falls-Bur ley  District 


OFPICB  WOE 


W.D.Googe  will  leave  Port  Worth  by  Saturday  and  proceed  to  Brownsville* 
Texas,  where  he  will  open  the  field  station  on  citrus  fruits  by  October  15. 

J.B.Owens,  who  has  been  in  Detroit,  will  go  to  Chicago  by  the -end  of  J 
this  week  and  assist  in  that  office.  W.D.Hull,  who  has  been  helping  with  the| 
Chicago  market-news  work,  is  nov/  on  leave  in  western  Wew  York. 


9b  .    PROPER  JWjg^^^j^TJMj:  PEPORTS 

Tne  uniformity  in  content  and  arrangement .  of  the  monthly  unload  reports 
should  be  continued  in  the  annual  -onload-  summaries,  issued  by  the  market  sta- 
tions.    It  is  requested,  therefore,  that  all  such  summaries  for  1931  include 
the  following  three  tables  as  the  first  part  of  the  report: 

1.  TOTAL  CARLOT  UNLOADS  OP  FRUIi&ASD  VEGETABLES  AT   (City)  

FOR  THE  CALE13DAR  YEARS  1931,  1930.  d-  1929.  " 


etc . 


COMMODITY  1931  IQJJD  "  192, 

It  will  be  noted  that  this  will  be  the  same  as  the  materia,! 
in  the  first  table  of  the  December  unload  report,  under  "Total  Jan.l 
to  Dec.  31,"  except  that  all  commodities  will  be  listed  separately 
in  the  annual  summary.     There  will  be  no  "Others." 

TOTAL  CARLOT  UNLOADS  OP  FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES  AT  (City)  


S'1'A--5   13J1  1OJ0  IS  29   etc.  

It  will  also • be  noted  that  this  will  be  the  same  as  in  the 
second  table  of  the  December  unload  report,  under  "Total  Jan.  1  to 
Dec .  31 . " 

TOTAL  CARLOT  U1JL0ADS  OP  FRUITS  AID  VEGETABLES  AT   (City) 

BY  MOUTHS  AUP  BI  STATES  OF  ORIGIN 
1951 


STATE      Jan.  Feb  .Jfegr.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug . Sept .  Oct .  Hoy .  Doc  „  TOTAL 

apples" 

etc . 


These  three  tables,  the  first  two  of  which  may  cover  additional  years  if 
desired,  should  be  followed  with  such  l.c.l.  or  truck  receipts  as  are  available 
in  each  particular  market ,  together  with  combined  totals  of  all  receipts  where 
available.    Markets  having  boat  receipt's  should,  cf  course,   include  the  usual 
statement;  "Including  boat  receipts  reduced  to  carlo t  equivalents,"  in  the 
heading  of  each  of  the  above  tables. 

iiost  of  1  ices,  in  the  past,  have  made  cover  pages  for  the  annual 
summaries.     If  well  prepared,  these  are  desirable,  but  as  a  matter  of  policy., 
the  wording  should  conform  in  general  to  the  following  arrangement: 

UIIITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
.      Market  Ileus  Service 
T UNLOADS  OF  FRUITS  AI3D  VEGETABLES  AT 
(City) 
CALENDAR  YEAR  1931 
(Office  Address) 
■  (City) 

 January,  1932  


All  market  stations  are  requested  to  advise  the  Washington  office  that 
tiiis  outline  has  been  noted,  together  with  any  questions  or  suggestions. 

--Market  news  men  should  read  B-  ^ •  BORSE, 

Par.  lc  on  page  561,  Sept.  25.  Specialist  in  Market  News 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIOHS  OP  MARKET  LEWS  SERVICE 


Stat  ions 

Mail 
List 

In  Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletin 

Fro  bp 
will 

hiy 

close 

FRESEO,  CALIF.** 

919 

A 

.  E .  Prugh 

Grapes  ; 

July 

22 

ITov . 

7 

212  Holland  Blag, 

BEETOl!  HARBOR,  MICH.** 

338 

R 

.  S.  Keller 

Apples 

Aug. 

20 

Oct . 

2k 

205  P..  0.  Bldg. 

Pears  * 

Aug. 

2S 

Oct. 

7* 

Peaches* 

Sept 

.  S 

Sept 

1  0* 

Grapes 

Se|Dt 

.  21 

Oct . 

2h 

Onions 

Oct . 

5 

Oct . 

Potatoes 

Oct. 

5 

Oct. 

ROCHESTER,  1T.Y.** 

837 

R 

.  L.  Sutton 

Pears 

Sept 

.  2 

ITov . 

7 

D-j>10  Triangle  Bldg. 

Onions 

Sept 

.  2 

Apr . 

0 

Carrots 

Sept 

.  2 

May 

21 

Cabbage 

Sept 

.  2 

Mar . 

26 

Celery 

Sept 

.  2 

d  an . 

0 
9 

Apples 

bept 

.  0 

May 

21 

Peaches  * 

Sept 

.  10 

Oct. 

3* 

Grnpes 

Sept 

.  23 

j-i- 

Potatoes 

0 

May 

21 

"DTIirQ  ;TT?    T CT 7"'  T-/T? 
r-tUiiO^U-iJ    ibliiii,  KJJli.^f 

64-  d 

V 

.H.hicholson 

Potatoes 

Sept 

.  10 

ii.pl  • 

Hedrich.  Block 

!;'JAUri-_vjA,  '/.'ib.-'-* 

on}  1 
594- 

A 

.  M.  McDowell 

Potatoes 

•  Sept 

.  ih 

ivia.r . 

Court  House 

RARTIJSBJP.G,   'J.  VA. 

S35 

R 

.M.Peterson 

Apples 

j  Sept 

.  15 

Oct . 

9  Comity  Court  House 

IDAHO  FAILS,  IDAHO 

.  R 

.  G.  Risser 

_Potatocs 

:  Sept 

.  17 

May 

7 

230  Federal  Bldg. 

BROWITSVILLE,  TEXAS  ** 

931 

¥ 

.  D.  Googe 

•Citrus 

I  Oct . 

1'5 

Ear . 

1 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

J Vegetables 

:  Jan. 

i 

X 

June 

1 

WITTER  HAVE1T,  FLA.** 

920 

:  H 

.  E.  Wilson 

;Citrus 

:  Oct. 

May 

ill 

DeWitt -Taylor  Bldg. 

**  State  cooperating  *  Reports  discontinued 


W,  E.  Cox  in  San  Francisco  J.  B.  Owens  in  Chicago 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Portland  H.  E.  Rutland,  at  Shin  Pond,  Me. 

FIELD  1538  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 
in  this  table  to.  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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IESPECTI01T  SERVICE 


1  c .     CARE  FECESSARY  JM  REPORT  I i-TG  SIZE  OP  PRODUCTS  ■ 

"Mostly"  in  reporting  size  must  not  be  determined  by  guesswork. 

A  car  of  onions,  reported  at  shipping  point  as  "mostly  1-3A  ^°  2  inches 
in  diameter,"  was  found  on  appeal  inspection  to  contain  only  337°  °^  this  size 
onions.     It  appears  ^ that  the  shipping-point  inspector  did  not  make  a  careful 
determination  by  weight  and  probably  guessed  at  the  size  of  most  of  the  onions. 
This  practice  must  be  discontinued,  and  no  inspector  should  use  the  term 
"mostly"  unless  he  has  made  accurate  weights  to  determine  the  size  of  most 
specimens  in  any  lot  inspected.  . 

The  term  "most"  means  more  than  50$»     ln  the  case  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going paragraph,  the  onions  were  "mostly  l-l/2  to  2  inches  in  diameter, 11  as 
determined  by  actual  weights.    Moreover,   it  would  be  very  unusual  for  most  of 
a  lot  to  fall  within  a  quarter-inch,  range,  when  the  extreme  range  between  mini- 
mum and  maximum  is  an  inch  and  a  quarter.     In  most  cases,  "mostly"  will  fall 
within  a  half-inch  range,  and  a  quarter-inch'  range  for  "mostly"  will  usually 
occur  only  when  the  extreme  range  in  size  is  one  inch  or  less.  Supervising 
inspectors  should  insist  on  accurate  determinations  in  this  respect,  becau.se 
the  detailed  statements  of  size  are  often  quoted  by  shippers  to  prospective 
buyers.    The  statement  of  size  must  be  just  as  correct  as  the  grade  statement. 

2c.    A  REPORT  Oil  DELAWARE  APPLE .  IITSPECTI0I7S 

P.  S.  Zimmerman,  Supervising  Inspector  at  Dover,  Del.,  sent  the  follow- 
ing information  under  date  of  October  3^~ 

"Apples  are  moving  slowly.    We  are  not  getting  much  certificate  work, 
due  to  low  prices,  poor-quality  fru.it,  and  shipment  of  much  of  the  poor  quality 
by  track. 

"Packing  houses  will  start  up,  run  for  a  day  or  so  to  fill  an  order,  and 
then  close  down.     There  is  no  rush  to  get  the  fruit  off  of  the  trees,  as  in 
previous  years.     Since  we  have  had  a  few  cold  nights,  the  color  has  improved 
on  the  fruit,  but  the  quality  has  not  improved  because  of  great  amount  of  dam- 
age by  vrorms.    Some  of  the  growers  are  washing  their  fruit. 

"The  cannery  at  Camden  will  buy  apples  on  a  graded  basis  this  year.  We 
have  one  man  handling  the  cannery  work. 

"A  fev;  years  ago,  when  practically  all  shipments  were  by  rail,  most  of 
the  cars  were  certified,    how,  a  good  part  of  the  crop  is  shipped  by  truck  and 
certificates  are  not  required." 

3c.     CHAITGES  PIT  LIST  OP  PAST-DUE  ACCOUITTS 

The  following  should  be  added  to  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 
Gravis,  Prank  J.,     .         Alice,  Texas  $U-.00 
Lotterhos  &  Ruber  Co.,     Crystal- Springs,  Miss.  $S.OO 
1.  B.  Graham,  Bowling  Green,  Ely.  $2.00 

TOMATOES  in  Indiana  were  considerably  below  average  this  season,  accord- 
ing to  a  report  from  J.  E.  Dicker son.    Hot  weather  during  the  summer  and  heavy 
rains  about  three  weeks  ago  damaged  the  crop.    The  tonnage,  however,  was  con- 
siderably heavier  than  was  anticipated  two  weeks  ago. 


58g 
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i.iPOBARY  BB.ABQUARSIiRS  0?  SHIFPIHG-POIl^  IITSPECTIOH  WORK 


States 


Sp-pervisor 


Pro  duct: 


Approximate  date  of 
Opening      ]  Closing; 


PORTO  RICO: 


A.  S.  Mason, 

1+02  Ochoa  Bldg,.  /;  • 


.Box  1347 


DSLAWAH3 : 


MIITijSSOTA: 


wash  oh 


I-TDIAITA  AHD 
MICHIGAN: 


WEST  YIRGIHIA 


1T3W  11TGL 


VIRGINIA: 


.Milt 


jORIDA: 


3XAS :' 


ITEW  YORK: 


San  oUsrij  P.  R» 

P.  S.  Zimmerman, 

c/o  State  Board  of  Agr. 
Dover,  Del. 

C-.  W.  Cirri  s  tens  on, 
302  Gorham  31dg.,-  .  . 
Minneapolis',  Minn. . 

W.  A.  :  Eilgeson,_ 

Court  House-,  (Box  150)., 
Wenatchee,  Wash. 

J.  S.  Dickerson, 
■  Court  Eop.se, 
Warsau,  Ind. 

J-  J.  Gardner, 

Shenandoah  Bank  Blag* ,  ' 
Martins"burg,  17..  Va. 

P.  S.  Kinsey,  . 

703  Appraiser's  Stores 
Bldg.,  ', 
Boston,  Mass. 

X'.  W.  Ayres, 

211  Park  Place, 

Univer  s  i  ty  -  >   * a  * 

G.  Ray. Warren, 
Caribou,  Maine. 

0.  G.  Strauss, 

Winter  Haven,  Pla. 

H.  i1.  Longino, 

Room  5s  Madison  Hotel, 
P.,  0.  Box  63S, 
.    Harlingen,  Texa.s. 

J. '  A.  Marks, 

Brocton,  IT.  Y.  


Citrus 


Apples 


Potatoes 


Apples 


Onions 


Apples 


Apples 


Apples 


Potatoes 


Citrus 


Citrus 


Grapes 


April  1 


July  1 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  20 
Sept.  1 

Sept.  14 

Sept.  Ik 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  20- 

Sept.  23 


llov.  1 


Oct.  15 


Jan.  1 


Peb.  1 


llov.  15 


LTov.  7 


Jan.  1 


Peb.  1 


Apr.  1 


v  15 


15 


Oct.  24 


REPORTS  on  Korth  Dakota  potatoes'  can  be.. .obtained  from  R.  C  Hastings,  St; 
College  Station,  Pargo,  IT.  D.    Reports  on  products  from  other  States  can 
obtained,  as  usual,  from  the  supervisors  in  those  States. 
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k. c .     CHOP  hOTES  A1ID  INSPECT  IOII  hEWS  FROM  COLORADO 

E.  .?.  McKune,  of  tlie  Denver  office",  sent  the  following  report  in  a 
letter  dated  September  22:- 

"Thc  inspection  work  in  Colorado  this  year,  to  date,  has  been  a  series 
of  upsets.    This  is  one  of  those  years  when  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  figure 
on  anything  definite.    For  example,  we  had  one  of  the  best  prospects  for 
peaches  in  the  history  of  the  State  but.  because  of  low  prices,  many  of  the 
orchards  were  not  harvested  and  shipments  were  irregular.    Por  instance,  -  one 
day  we  were  to  have  as  high  as  l60  cars.    The  report  would  go  out  that  the 
peaches  were  not  worth  the  price  of  picking,  and  shipments  the  following  dry 
would  drop  to  3°  or  35  cars,  -  perhaps  to  rise  to  170  or  more  cars  a  few  days 
later  and  again  drop,  back  to  practically  nothing. 

"Head  lettuce  started  off  at  $3-$3 . 50  per  crate „    By  the  time  the  better 
stuff  was  ready,   it  dropped  to  50^  a  crate  for  lTo.  1  quality,  cash  to  growers. 
Everyone  became  discouraged  and  left  the  crop  in  the  field, 

"Potato  shipments  have  been  extremely  light  to  date  and  we  estimate  that 
there  will  not  be  more  than  50$  of  last  year's  movement  0    The  San  Luis  Valley 
has  had  a  dry  season  and  will  probably  ship  not  more  than  3,000  cars  from  an 
acreage  that  should  produce  12,000  or  more.    Wyoming  will  probably  have  a 
smaller  crop  than  last  year,  but  it  will  be  spread  more  evenly  during  the  ship- 
ping season.    Nebraska  may  ship  between  6,000  and  7,000  cars,  with  the  possi- 
bility that  we  will  inspect  between  U,000  and  5,000.    Last  year  Nebraska  ship- 
ped approximately  10,000  cars." 

5  c .     CITRUS  IIISPECTORS  ACTIVE  III  RIO  GRArjpE  VALLEY  OP  TEXAS 

H.  T.  Longino,  Supervising  Inspector,  sent  the  following  report  from 
Harlingen,  Texas,  on  October  1 :~ 

"Our  citrus  inspection  work  is  growing  rapidly  each  day,    A  three-day 
grading  school  was  held  here  in  Harlingen  at  the  City  Hall.    We  had  a  display 
of  100  specimens  in  the  sample  room  of  the  Madison  hotel.    Each  student,  ship- 
per, or  shed-manager  attending  the  lecture  and  discussion  on  the  grades  was 
grwen  a  page  with  100  blank  spaces,  in  order  that  he  might  grade  each  specimen 
of  the  fruit  display.    After  grading  the  fruit,  we  issued  sheets  with  the  100 
grade  interpretations,  by  which  their  own  answers  could  be  checked.    It  seems 
that  this  created  a  most  unusual  interest,  and  several  of  the  shippers  went 
through  the  display  two  or  three  times.    Many  shippers  required  their  shed- 
managers  and  graders  to  go  through  this  display. 

"We  have  10  sheds  operating,  and  I  started  the  first  Texas  Citrus  Fruit 
Exchange  plant  this  morning.    Will  start  four  other  plants  of  this  concern 
before  the  end  of  the  week.     Indications  are  that  the  citrus  work  will  require 
from  20  to  25  men  within  the  next  two  or  three  weeks." 


(See  Par.  6c  at  bottom  of  next  page) 
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STANDARDIZATION  A1!D  BE  SEARCH 


Id.     Lm.  SPANGLER ' S  WORE  COIgLUiSUTED 

Under  date  of  September  -29Y  one  of  -the  officers  of  the  Canners  League 
of  California,  at  San  Eranciseo,-  wrote  the  following  letter  regarding  the 
cannery- tomato  grading  work  in,  that  .  State;- 

"I  have  "been  going  to  write  to  you  for  sometime,  giving  a  general  out- 
line of  what  has  occurred  in  the  tomato  work.    Unfortunately  this  year  our 
first  bloom  did  not  set;  so  the  deliveries  of  tomatoes  for  canning  have  been 
extremely  light.     In  fact,  we  expect  only  about  J>Ofo  of  the  production  of  last 
year. 

. "We  have  held  several  demonstrations  in  the  tomato  sections,  and  the 
United  States  grades  have  been  very  favorably  received.     I  especially  want  to 
compliment  Mr.  Spangler  on  his  very  able  manner  in  conducting  these  demonstra- 
tions.   They  have  been  very  clear-cut  and  satisfactory  in  every  way,  and  I 
believe  that  the  cahners  have  the  greatest  confidence  in  Mr.  Spangler' s  hand- 
ling of  the  demonstrations,.  •    •  ' 

"We  have  four  separate  canneries  keeping  data  on  both' the  United  States 
grades  and  their  present  methods.    At  the  end  of  the  season*  these  data  will 
be  gathered  together  and  the  results  forwarded  to  your  office. 

"I  cannot  say  at  this  time  what  the  results  will  be,  as  far  as  the  i 
adoption  of  the  United  States  grades  by  the  canners  is  concerned.  In  any  i 
event,   I  feel  that  a,  number  of  them  will  utilize  this  grading  system  next  year!1 


2d.     SHORT  GBAD5  EQRMS  SENT  10  INSPECTORS 

Copies  of  the  short  grade  forms  for  spinach  and  bunched  shallots  nave 
been  sent  to  all  inspectors.     If  anyone  was  overlooked,  he  should  request 
copies  from  Washington.  r.  r.  PAILTHORP,  :- 

Specialist  in  Standardization  r 

-(continued  from  page  5^3) 

6c.    FAVORABLE  SEASON  EOR  APPLES  IN  OHIO 

..:    M,  N.  Baker  included  the  .following  report  in  a  letter  of  October  6 
from  the  Columbus  office:-       .  . 

"The  apple  situation  is  shaping  up  very  nicely.  .  The  Grimes,  Jonathans 
and  a,  large  portion  of  Delicious  in  southern  Ohio  have  been  picked.  Romes, 
Bens,  Ga.no s  and  Yorks  started  this  week,    northern  Ohio  will  clean  up  Jonathans : 
and  Grimes  this  week  and  probably  start  cn. Baldwins  and  Staymans  next  week. 
With  the  exception  of  rus.set.ing  in  southern  Ohio  and  the  codling  moth :  oir  the  ^ 
ridges,  the  Ohio  crop  is  exceptionally  clean.    A  large  portion  of  Jonathans  in 
northern  Ohio,  as  well  as  some  Delicious,  will  easily  grade  Eancy.   ' I;  was  in 
one  orchard  in  Columbiana  County  last  week  where  fully  50$  of  the  fruit  -shows! 
color  exceeding  75$» 

"The  tomato  work  has  passed  its  peak,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  J 
inspection  work  in  general  will  be  very  light  after  November." 

R.  C.  BUTNER , 
Supervisor  of  Inspection 
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REGULATORY  ACTIVITIES 


lo.   decision  mtoe  in  a  p.a.c,  case  i:t  waseii7gtgit 

The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  has  issued  an  order  involving  decisions  on 
several  important  points  and  awarding  damages  in  the  sun  of  $20U.l6  to  the  com- 
plainant in  a  case  "brought  under  the  perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act 
by  C.  H .  Iviusselman  Co.,  Biglerville,  Pa.,  against  Wm.  I,  Lei  shear  &  Son,  of 
Washington,  D.  C. 

On  or  about  September  3,  1930,  the  respondents  purchased  from  the  com- 
plainant one  carload  of  U.  S.  ITo.  1  Siberia  peaches  at  the  agreed  price  of 
$2.25  per  basket,  f.o.b.  shipping  point.    Upon  arrival  of  the  car  at  Washington, 
the  respondents  failed  and  refused  to  accept  it;  whereupon  the  complainant  was 
forced  to  resell  the  car  at  $20U„l6  loss  than  it  would  have  received,  had  re- 
spondents accepted  the  car  at  the  agreed  sale  price. 

Fundamental  decisions  made  by  the  Secretary  in  this  case  are  that, 
because  the  peaches  were  sold  f.o.b,  Pennsylvania  shipping  point  and  because 
the  last  act  in  consummating  the  sale  was  porfornod  in  Pennsylvania,  the  con- 
tract must  be  construed  under  the  Pennsylvania  Uniform  Sales  Act;  that  under 
this  statute  a  broker's  memorandum  of  sale  is  binding,  if  the  broker  acted  as 
agent  of  both  parties;  that  the  broker  did  so  act  in  this  case;  that  a  letter 
written  by  respondents  subsequent  to  the  transaction  and  admitting  pin-chase  is 
also  a  sufficient  memorandum;  that,  when  car  was  correctly  billed  by  complain- 
ant, it  should  not  be  held  responsible  for  the  error  of  an  employee  of  the 
originating  railroad  in  routing  car  for  delivery  on  a  line  other  than  that 
specified  by  the  respondents;  that  billing  car  by  shipper  to  itself  "advise 
Wm.  W.  Loishoar  &  Son,"  with  draft  attached, did  not  affect  the  passing  of  title 
to  buyer  upon  delivery  to  the  carrier;  that  the  specification  "good  color," 
when  used  in  connection  with  the  specification  "U.S.  ITo.  1  Elberta  peaches," 
means  good  color  for  that  grade,  which  may  be  without  color,  and  is  met  by 
peaches  which  axe  described  as  "mostly  fairly-well  colored." 

The  respondents  denied  that  there  was  a  written  contract  between  the 
two  parties;  that  B.  M.  Knob el,  the  broker  who  negotiated  the  sale,  was  re- 
spondent s 1  agent  or  was  authorized  by  respondents  to  enter  into  a  contract  with 
complainant,  and  that  a  carload  of  U.  S.  ITo.  1  Elberta  peaches  was  ordered  from 
the  complainant.     On  the  other  hand,  respondents  claimed  that  the  broker  solic- 
ited- the  respondents'  purchase  of  peaches  of  good  quality  and  color,  to  be 
delivered  over  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  with  Washington  inspection;  that  rc» 
Spondents  inspected  the  poaches  on  arrival  at  Washington,  found  them  to  be 
soft,  overripe,  badly  bruised  and,  furthermore,     that  the  poaches  were  billed 
"Baltimore  and  Ohio"  instead  of  "Pennsylvania  R.  R."  delivery. 

Parties  agreed  that  the  peaches  were  sold  f.o.b.  shipping  point  in  Penn- 
sylvania.; therefore,  unless  a  different  intention  wa.s  expressed  by  the  parties, 
delivery  of  the  peaches  was  made  and  title  thereto  passed  upon  acceptance 
thereof  by  the  carrier  at  shipping  point.    The  record  shows  that  the  broker 
wired  complainant  for  confirmation  of  the  sale.     It  shows  that  the  complainant 
did  confirm  the  sale,  for  on  the  following  day  the  broker  issued  a  confirmation 
thereof.    This  conf  ima-tion  is  not  the  contract  of  the  parties  but  a  mono ran- 
dura  or  confirmation  of  what  the  prior  contract  was.     In  view  of  these  facts, 
the  sales  contract  should  be  considered  as  having  been  made  in  the  State  of 
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Pennsylvania.    Pennsylvania  is  one  of  the  States  where  the  Uniform  Sales  Act 
has  "been  adopted.    Under  that  Act,  z.  broker's  memorandum  of  sale,  even  though 
not  signed  by  respondents,   is  a  sufficient  memorandum,  if  the  broker  acted,  in 
negotiating  the  sale,  as  the  agent  of  both  parties.    The  record  indicates  that 
the  broker  did  act  in  this  case  for  both,  parties,  in  carrying  on  negotiations 
and  in  transmitting  offers  and  counter-offers  between  them.     It  is  held,  there- 
fore, that  the  broker's  confirmation  of  sale  is  a  sufficient  memorandum  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  statute.    Moreover,  one  of  the  exhibits  forming  a  part 
of  the  record  is  a  writing,  signed  by  respondents  personally,  dated  October  28, 
193°)  r\nd  addressed  to  Eric  Englund,  Acting  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of '  Agricultural 
Economics,   setting  out  the  terms  of  purchase  and  is' therefore  a  sufficient  note 
or  memorandum,  irrespective  of  broker's  authority  to  act  as  agent  for  both 
parties . 

Respondents  claim  that  the  rejection  of  the  peaches  was  justified  "be- 
cause the  car  arrived  in  Washington  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  instead  of  the 
Pennsylvania  P.ailroad.    The  record  shows  that  the  complainant  routed  the  car 
over  the  Pearling  Railway  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad  and  the  clerk  of  the  Heading 
office  at  Biglerville  erroneously  billed  the  car  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio. 
The  peaches  were  sold  f.o.b.  shipping  point.    The  title  to  the  peaches  there- 
fore passed  to  respondents  as  soon  as  delivery  was  made  to  the  carrier  at  ship- 
ping point.    Any  error  on  the  part  of  the  receiving  carrier,  in  turning  the  car 
over  to  a  delivering  carrier  other  than  the  one  specified  by  complainant, 
should  not  make  complainant  accountable  for  such  error.    In  an  f.o.b.  shipping- 
point  sale,  carrier  ordinarily  transports  goods  for  the  buyer  and  not  the 
seller. 

Respondents  also  contended  that,  because  the  peaches  were  consigned  by 
shipper  to  itself,  "advise  Im,  W.  Leishear  &  Son,"  draft  covering  purchase 
price  being  attached  to  the  bill  of  lading,  the  title  of  property  did  not  pass 
to  the  respondents  prior  to  payment  of  the  draft  by  them.    The  record  shows 
that  the  purpose  in  making  the  shipment  in  this  maimer  was  to  secure  payment 
before  delivery  was  made  of  the  commodities  sold,  such  drafts  being  treated  as 
deposits.    Court  decisions  uphold  the  view  that  billing  a  car  in  the  manner 
this  one  was  billed  does  not  affect  the  operation  of  the  well-recognised  rode 
at  law  that,  in  an  f.o.b.  shipping-point  sale,  the  title  passes  to  buyer  upon 
delivery  of  the  goods  to  the  carrier, 

Respondents  further  claim  that  the  peaches  were  rejected  because  they 
were  not  of  the  quality  pra-chased,  being  of  poor  color  and  overripe.  Broker's 
memorandum  of  sale  'specified  "good  quality  and  good  color."    The  shipping- 
point  inspection  certificate  shows  that  the  stock  graded  U.S.  ITo.  1,  and  as  to 
quality  and  condition  of  the  peaches  said:     "stock  is  mature,  hard  to  firm, 
ripe,  mostly  firm,  poorly  to  well,  mostly  fairly-well  colored."    The  shipping- 
point  certificate  is  the  only  evidence  in  the  record'  as  to  the  quality  and  con- 
dition of  the  peaches  upon  the  date  of  purchase.    They  were  inspected  at  Wash- 
ington after  arrival,  but  as  to  condition  only. 

While  a  true  description  of  the  peaches  as  to  quality  at  Washington  is 
of  some  value  in  establishing  quality  at  shipping  point,  yet  the  testimony 
above  referred  to  is  unsatisfactory  as  a  basis  for  a  finding  of  fact  in  re- 
spondents' favor,  because  such  testimony  consists  largely  in  conclusions  ex- 
pressed by  the  witnesses  and  does  not  adequately  describe  the  peaches.  The 
Certificate  of  the  shipping-point  inspector  clearly  shows  that  in  his  judgment 
the  peaches  were  mature,  hard  and  firm.    The  buyer  specified  that  these 
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peach.es  were  to  be  of  U.S.  ho.  1  grade  and  also  of  good  quality  and  good  color. 
The  shipping-point  inspection  shows  that  the  peaches  were  U.S.  ho.  1  grade. 
The  U.S.  ho.  1  gra.de  for  peaches  contains  no" color  requirements  whatever;  the 
U.S.  Fancy  grade  provides  that  Slberta  peaches,  the  variety  involved  in  this 
case,  must  have  at  least  35/°  of  color,  and.  under  instructions  issued  by  the 
Department  to  its  inspectors,  Slberta  peaches  which  have  Zyjo  of  color  are  to  be 
considered  as  well-colored.    Since  U.S.  ho.  1  grade  contains  no  color  require- 
ments and  since  Elberta  peaches  which  are  well-colored  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  U.S.  Fancy  grade,   it  is  considered  that  a  specification  of  good  color 
for  U.S.  ho.  1  grade  is  met.  if  the  peaches  are  "mostly  fairly-well  colored," 
as  was  the  case  in  this  instance. 

The  Secretary,  therefore,  found  that  the  respondents,  Wm.  W.  Lei  shear  & 
Son,  rejected  the  car  of  peaches  in  question  without  reasonable  cause  and 
ordered  that  they  should  pay  the  complainant  the  sum  of  $ 20^.1 6  in  reparation, 
on  or  before  September  3C>  1931*     It  was  further  ordered  that  the  facts  be 
published  by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 

2e .    PUBLIC  ESARIKGS  UhDSB.  P.A.C.  ACT 

The  Department  has  announced  the  following  schedule  cf  public  hearings, 
to  be  held  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act:- 

Date  City  hames  of  Parties  Involved 

Oct. 

iH  Pittsburgh.  Pa..  Erie  E.  Emery  v.  Penn.  Macaroni 

17  Columbus,  Ohio  C.  L.  Buck  &  Sen  v.  Sanson  Ero.it  Co. 

19  .  Kenton,  Ohio  Baker  Produce  Corp.  v.  Vernon  Schultz 

20  Toledo,   Ohio  McClintic  &  Co.  v,  Abdo  Brothers 
22           Detroit,  Mich.  Stoerk  Dist.  Co.  v.  L.  Horowitz 
2S           Chicago,  111  Ely  v.  Sck 

26-  "  "  Berger  v.  Sck 

27  "  "  Alexander  Mktg.  Co.  v.  Coppersmith 

29  11  "  Wilson  v.  Biggio 

30  "  "  John  Bonura  v.  C.  A=>  Kerr 
hoy.              •  ■ 

2  Chicago,   111.  TedfordBros.  v.  Piowaty,  Berliner  Co. 

h  Madison,  Wis.  Applegrcwers  Assn,,  Inc.  v.  J.  Heilprin  &Co. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  Arthur  S.  Glore  v.  Morris  Ert .  &  Produce  Cc, 

Wenatchee,  Wash.  McKeecher  v.  Denison  Co. 

Zillah,  Wash.  Hood  Fiver  v.  Wcodall 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  E.  S.  Okutani  v.  helson  Anson  Co. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  Becker  &  Co.  v.  Pacific  Fruit  Co. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  Interstate  Fruit  Dist.  v.  E.  H.  3 skew  &Sons 

3e.    ,:-SLP  TO  LOCATE  CHAELES  WARD 

The  Regulatory  Branch  desires  to  locate  Charles  Ward,  whose  last-known 
address  was  Kansas  City.  Mo.,  where  he  operated  under  the  name  of  das.  Ward 
a.nd  also  Chas.  Ward  Brokerage  Co.    He  is  supposed  to  ha.ve  gone  to  Ca.lifornia. 
Any  employee  having  information  regarding  this  man's  present  address  should 
communicate  with  H.  A.  Spilman,   in  the  Washington  office.    Please  note  that 
this  does  not  refer  to  the  Charles  Wa-rd  who  is  a  buyer  and  distributor,  with 
headquarters  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  but  who,   in  sea.son,  operates  in  Tut  lock 
and  the  Imperial  Valley.,  These  two  men  should  not  be  confused,  as  we  have  no 
grievance  with  the  latter.  _  p.  G.  R0BB,   in  Charge. 
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0FFIC3  P0T3S: 

On  T7ed.nesd.ay  about  2  o'clock,  Mr.  Sherman  attended  the  Fourth  Pan-Ameri- 
can  Coi__iercial  Congress,  "being  held  this  week  in  the  Pan -American  Building,  and 
gave  a  brief  informal  talk  on  "The  Plan  of  Standardizing  Fruits  and  Vegetables 
in  the  United  States."    As  rapidly  as.  lie  t piked,  his'  words  were  interpreted  in 
Spanish  to  his  foreign  listeners.. 

H.  Hi  Pail thorp  spent  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  New  York  City,  confer- 
ring with  representatives  of  this  Bureau  and  with  handlers  of  pineapples  con- 
cerning the  proposed  revision  of  the  Federal  grades  for  that  product. 

P.  L.  Spangler,  also  of  the  Standardization  Project,  expects  to  leave  J 
California  "by  the  end  of  this  week  and.  proceed  on  his  return  trip  to  the  Wash- 
ington  office.    He  probably  will  take  a  few  days'  vacation  in  Colorado  en 
route,  and  may  also  stop  at  the  Chicago  office  for  a  short  period. 

•  3.  C.  Boree,  in  charge  of  market  news  work,  plans  to  leave  Washington 
about  next  Wednesday,  October  14,  for  an  extensive  field  trip  in  the  interest 
of  this  work.    His  itinerary  calls  for  stops  at  Chicago,  Denver,  Sa.lt  Lake  City, 
Idaho  Palls,  Spokane,  Seattle,  Portland,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  Fort 
Worth,  San  Antonio,  Brownsville;,  Kansas  City  and  St„  Louis „    He  may  be  absent 
for  six  weeks. 

Robert  Bier  left  on  Wednesday  night  for  a.  tour  of  apple  shipping  points 
in  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  and  Maryland.  He  will  meet  the  Supervising  Inspec- 
tors in  those  districts  and  will  journey  with  these  supervisors  throughout  the 
territory,  assisting  In  the  solution  of  problems  connected  with  the  inspection 
work  on  apples  particularly .    He  may  not  return  until  about  October  17 . 

J".  7.  Bykes,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  had  to  change  his  proposed  field 
trip  under  the  Produce  Agency  Act.    He  has  gone  first  to  Trenton,  17.  J.,  and 
after  that  will  proceed  to  Louisville,  Chicago,  Detroit,  Toledo,  Cleveland  and 
Pittsburgh,  making  investigations  under  this  Act. 

CP.  Dorr,  of  the  Solicitor's  Office,  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Sullivan (steno- 
grapher) expect  to  leave  early  next  week  for  an  extended  trip  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  P.A.C.  Act.  'They  will  attend  public  hearings  at  various  points  in 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Washington,  Cali- 
fornia, and  Utah.    The  schedule  for  these  P.A.C.  cases  appears  on  another  page 
of  this  D.  L. 

_3'.  3.  Conklin,  Jr.,  of  the  Chicago  inspection  office,  was  in  Detroit  on 
Wednesday  and  in  Cleveland  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  conferring  with  the  inspec- 
tors in  those  markets.    He  will  return  to  his  headquarters  by  the  end  of  the 
week.    AH  of  next  week,  Mr.  Conklin  plans  to  be  with  G.  W.  Christenson,  Super- 
vising Inspector,   in  the  potato  shipping  districts  of  Minnesota,  and  _krth 
Dakota. 

J.  3.  Dicker  son  has  completed  his  supervision  of  cannery  tomato  inspec- 
tion work  in  Indiana  and  has  now  moved  his  headquarters  to  Warsaw,  from  which 
place  he  will  supervise  the  onion  inspection  work  at  shipping  points  in  Indian?, 
and  southern  Michigan. 

T.  W.  Ayr os  should  be  addressed  at  University,  Va.,-  not  Charlottesville- 
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la.    USE  CE  PS  RS  0 1TALLY-  0  WEB D  AUTOMOBILES  DISCOIiTIIUEB 

It  has  become  necessary  to  request,  until  further  notice,  the  immediate 
discontinuance  of  the  use  of  personally-owned  automobiles  for  official  travel, 
except  for  relatively  long  trips  such  as  between  permanent  or  temporary  posts 
of  duty.    Each  trip  of  this  nature  must  be  authorized  in  advance  by  the  Wash- 
ington office,     This  does  not  apply  to  travel  paid  for  by  a  State  or  other 
agency  under  cooperative  agreement. 

Rchrbursement  for  mileage  for  the  use  of  personally-owned  automobiles, 
not  only  at  branch  offices  and  field  stations  but  for  travel  in  the  territory 
surrounding  same,  has  been  held  by  the  Comptroller  General  to  be  in  violation 
of  Act  of  February  lU,  1931 ,  which  repealed  the  law  authorizing  payment  of 
mileage  for  the  use  of  personally-owned  automobiles  at  posts  of  duty,  and  re- 
imbursement for  such  use  cannot  be  made.    Thus  far,  no  ruling  has  been  issued, 
stating  definitely  the  distinction  between  "travel  on  official  business  away 
from  his  designated  post  of  duty,"  which  is  the  wording  of  the  law,  and 
"travel  at  a  designated  post  of  duty."     It  was  the  understanding  originally 
that  a  post-of-duty  area  was  limited  to  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city  or 
town,  but  in  this  understanding  it  appears  that  we  have  been  incorrect.  Prior 
and  specific  authority  for  each  trip  for  which  mileage  is  to  be  claimed  is 
also  requ.ired,  thus  rendering  void  the  general  authority  contained  in  existing 
letters  of  authorization.    The  whole  question  of  mileage  is  being  taken  up  with 
the  Comptroller  General  and,  when  he  has  rendered  a  decision,   information  as  to 
the  outcome  will  be  issued.     In  the  meantime,  no  use  of  personally-owned  auto- 
mobiles, for  which  it  is  expected  to  claim  reimbursement  for  mileage  from  the 
Government,   should  be  made,  except  as  specifically  outlined  above. 


IMPORTANT :- 
acknowledge  at 
have  noted  the 


Please 

once  that  you 
following  item. 


2a.    EIRST  REPORT  OE  COLE- STORAGE  APPLES 

The  following  figures  on  apples  in  cold  storage  October  1  were  released 
by  the  Bure-u  at  Washington  last  Tuesday:- 


.  '  ;  Barrels 
October  1,  1931:  3SS,000 
October  1,  last  year:  500,000 
Eive-year  average:  564,000 


Boxes 
2,3^3,000 
2,135,000 
1,  $8,000 


'Baskets 
1, 905, 000 
1,  982,  000 
1,187,000 


Total  cold-storage  holdings  are  equivalent  to  2, OOU,000  barrels,  or  7? 
more  than  last  year  and  36$  r.bove  the  five-year  average  for  October.  About 
90$  of  the  boxes  were  held  in  Pacific  Coast  Str.tes.     Storage  figures  do  not 
reach  their  peak  until  about  December  1. 

(Page  595) 
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lb.     POTATO  HARVEST  III  IvL4I1jE '  hEAELY  COMPLETED     ■  ■ 

The  following  letter  of  October  10  came  from  V.  E.  ITicholson,  at 
Presque  Isle:- 

"Por  the  first  time  since  the  middle  of  September,  the  market  .for  Maine 
potatoes  hps  shown  some  signs  of  strengthening.    Most  of  the  loaded  cars  held 
on  track  have  "been  moved,  and  there  is  generally  a  more  healthy-  situation. 
The  street  price  has  "been  holding  around  30^-^-0^  hulk  per  barrel  measure  to 
growers,  with  most  stock  moving  at  35^-    $3  the  northern  part  of  the  district, 
particularly  north  of  Caribou,  the  price  to  growers  has  been  as  low  as  2$$ 
hulk  per  barrel  of  U.S.  Ho.  1  Green  Mountains. 

"It  is  quite  probable  that  JO^  of  the  potatoes  are  oxxt  of  the  ground 
and  under  cover.    Practically  all  storage  space  is  filled,  and  much  stock  is 
in  farmer  storages  and  barns.    Much  of  the  stock  stored  on  the  farms  must  be 
moved  before  cold  weather.    Temperatures  have  already  fallen  below  the  freez- 
ing point  a  few  times,  but  practically,  no  damage  was  reported.    Some  of  the 
stock  that  has  been  stored  is  showing  rot,  and  in  certain  sections  of  the 
district    some  rot  has  been  showing  up  in  the  fields." 

2b.     IIIfEIGSTIlfc  MOTES  PROM  TEE  MORTEYJEST 

The  following  comments  were  submitted  by  T.  E.  Hall,  of  the  Seattle 
office,  under  date  of  October  S:~ 

"The  market  on  potatoes  in  eastern  Washington  is  in  ft:  unfavorable  posi- 
tion, and  prices  are  generally  low.    During  the  past  week, growers  have  shewn 
an  inclination  toward  moving  the  crop  into  storage  rather  than  accept  prices 
lower  than  the  cost  of  production,  but  buyers  have  been  able  to  get  their 
needed  supplies  within  a  range  of  $12~$1,4  on  U.S.  ITo.  1  stock,  sacked  per  ton. 
The  Washington  Combination  Grrde  is  not  being  so  generally  offered  this  sen- 
son.    Growers  and  shippers-,  by  grading  on  the  basis  of  U.S. ho.  1  and  U.S.  ho. 
2  specifications,  are  placing  Washington  potatoes  on  a  competitive  basis  with 
stock  from  other  producing  States. 

"The  onion  market  holds  steady  to  firm  in  all  northwestern  producing 
districts.    Buyers  operating  in  eastern  Washington  are  absorbing  all  market- 
able offerings  and  are  holding  the  situation  well  under  control.  Valencia- 
type  U.S.  ho  .  1  grade  onions  are  bringing  $25-$3°»  sacked  per  ton,  cash  tc 
the  growers.    There  are  reports  of  some  speculations  on  sizes  3~irLCbes  and  up, 
with  buyers  holding  these  large  sizes  for  a  late  market. 

"Apple  harvest  has  passed  its  perk  in  the  Yakima  and  Wenatchee  valleys. 
Jonathans  and  Delicious  are  mostly  picked,  while  Wine saps  and  other  late  vrric 
ties  will  be  off  the  trees  before  the  end  of  this  month.    Economic  conditions 
in  Great  Britain  have  been  responsible  for  cancellation  of  many  orders,  but, 
parts  of  Continental  Europe,  especially  the  Scandinavian  countries,  have  "been 
good  buyers  of  boxed  apples.    Small  sizes  again  are  scarce.    Domestic  dealers 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  market  for  all  varieties  will  strengthen  after  the 
end- of  October,  and  the  crop-has  been  placed  in  storages."  j 
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3b .     IMPOHTiiHT  CROP  gS  FROM  MICHIGAI: 

?t.  H.  Keller  included  -the  following  news  in  a  letter  of  October  10 
from  the  Benton  Harbor  office:- 

"Production  and  quality,  of  Michigan rs  late-crop  -potatoes  are  extremely- 
Variable.    Tubers  produced  from  Cadillac  north  show  excellent  yields,  many  of 
them  going  .as  high  as  35°  bushels  per  acre.    And  the  quality  is  fine,  the  stock 
running  large  and  clean.    Roughly,  this  is  the  same  area  that  produced  practi- 
cally all  of  the  merchantable  stock  harvested  last  season,  when  only  3>379 
cars  were  reported  as  moving,  and  yields  are  of  course  much  better  in  this  . 
area  .   than  last  year.     The  major  part  of  the  State's  potato  acreage,  however, 
is  south  of  Cadillac.    Both  yields  and  quality  reported  from  sections  south 
of  Cadillac  are  very  discouraging.    Rainfall  has  been  below  normal  for  the 
past  IS  months,  and  especially  so  during' the  summer.    As  a  result,  yields  pre 
very  light.     In  addition  to  drought,  'there  were  periods  of  extreme  heat  curing 
July  and  August,  accompanied  by  hot  winds.    Potatoes  how  being  harvested  in 
central  Michigan  show  internal  browning,  and  upon  'cooking  the  vascular  tissues 
turn  dark.    I.iontcalm  County,  formerly  the  center  of  Michigan's  potato  industry, 
is  reported  as  being  very  hard  hit. 

"Michigan  will  have  a  larger  crop  of  good  potatoes  from  the  northern 
part  of 'the  State  than  last  year,  but  the  same  problem  of  heat- injury  and  dis- 
colored stock  will  be  prevalent  from  the  central  and  southern  parts,  which 
caused  so  much  complaint  a  year  ago.    Cash-to-growers  prices  are  very  low, 
most  sales  being  made  aroimd  3°^'  per  cwt. 

"Latest  reports  from  the  onion  sections  are  to  the  effect  that  most 
stock  is  rapidly  being  bought.    Most  of  the  onions  are  stored  in  local  ware- 
houses.   

"Demand  for  apples  remains  very  Slow,  with  few  f.o.b.  sales  being  con- 
summa.tod.    laroers  are  delaying  picking  as  long  as  possible,  while  shippers 
are  either  storing  stock  in  local  storages  or  rolling  to  nearby  cities  for 
placement  in  cold-storage.  Cider  plants  are  paying  17^-20^  per 

cwt.  at  most  shipping  stations.    Demand  has  been  very  inactive  from  the  truck- 
ing trade.    Very  few  apples  ha.ve  moved  over  the  Benton  Harbor  cash  market,  in 
comparison  with  last  year.    Present  offerings  are  ranging  from  5  to  10  cars 
daily.    The  decrease  in  the  trucking  dema.nd  is  even  more 'pronounced  than  for 
rail  offerings.    Hail  and  boat  forwardings  to  date  tota.l-.6S5  cars,  as  against 
l,0l6  a  year  ago. 

"Michigan's  grape  harvest  is  a,bou.t  ~J0fi  completed.    Active  demand  and 
high  prices  from  the  trucking  trade  are  practically  eliminating  car lot  ship- 
ments.    Shippers  who  previously  solicited  carlot  business  in  the  cities  1+00  to 
600  miles  distant  are  now  supplying  their  tra.de  by  truck,  selling  on  a,  usual- 
terms  basis.     Trucks  haul  more  cheaply,  deliver  their  goods  more  quickly,  and 
supply  quantities  small  enough  so  that  receivers  can  dispose  of  them  quickly* 
Crape  forwardings  to  date  total  466  cars,  compared  with  1,363  -last  year.  It 
appears  likely  that  the  season's  rail  movement  will  be . around  500  cars." 

1+b;    AHOTHHR  SUMLAHY  PUBLISHED 

■■"Marketing  Western  Hew  York  Apples,  1530-31  Season,"  by  R.  L.  Sutton 
and  A.  L.  -Thomas,   is  a  new  summary  distributed  this  week. 

-  4LL  BBAMCI-I  OFFICES,  Please  ITote:- 

Please  forward  your  pa,y  rolls  to  Washington  unsigned.    An  explanatory 
item  in  The  B.A.E.  Hews  will  follow  soon. 
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5b.     LOhG-  I  SLAVS'  POTATO  SSASOH  DISCQU3AGIi:&  \ 

E  . 'R.  Biddle,  of  the  Ilex:  York    City  . office,  sent  the  following  report 
on  Long  Islrnd.  potatoes  and  cauliflower  .In  a  letter  of  October  Sr- 

"The  potato  season  on  Long  Island  is  progressing  with  about  the  same 
success  r.s  the  other  late-potato  sections.    The  narlcet  has  been  very  dull  ever 
since  the  season  started,  and  has  gradually  been  getting  weaker .    The  stock 
has  been  generally  good,  although  at  times  there  has  been  considerable  trouble 
with'  sunscald  during  the  extremely  hot  weather  of  the  past  month. 

"There  are  two  potato  districts  on  Long  Island,  designated  as  the  ITorth 
Side  ana  the  South  Side.    This  is  caused  by  the  forked  nature  of  the  Island  at 
the  eastern  end;  most  of  the  potatoes  are  grown  on  one  or  the  other  of  these 
forks.    Usually"  the  stock  on  the  South.  Side  is  of  better  quality  and  is  graded 
bettor  than  that  of  the  ITorth  Side..    The  ITorth  Side  grows  the  greather  percent- 
age of  the'  crop,  and  nost  of  the  dealers  .Operating  on  a  large  scale  handle, 
only ' ITorth  Side  stock.    Practically  all  the  South  Side  stock  is  loaded  bulk 
and  handled  i:i •  ITew  York. 

"Lost  of  the  ITorth  Side  potatoes  .are  sacked,  practically  all  of  the 
important  shippers  have  had  shipping-point  inspection  service  this  year  and 
planned  to  put  out  a  greatly-improved  pack,  but  the  condition  of  the  market 
has  given  then  little  encouragement . 

"I  have  had  several  verbal  thanks  and  expressions  of  appreciation  of 
the  reports  that  we  have  been  rendering  in  the  way  of  a  news  service  for  this 
district . 

"This  some  section  is  also  the  center  .  of  the  Long  Island  cauliflower 
industry,  Calvert on  and  Riverheacl  being  the  principal  growing  points.  The 
early  prospects  were  for  a  good  crop  of  cauliflower,  but  fields  have  needed 
rain  badly  for  some  time  and  the  unseasonably  hot  weather  for  the  past  two 
weeks  has  damaged  the  crop  materially:.    A  considerable  portion  of  this  crop 
is  being  sold  at  auction  at  the  stations.    They  have  been  selling  from  2,000 
to  5>000  crrtes  a  day  during  the  past  few  days,  at  an  average  of  around  $1 
per  cratd.".-  ..' 

6b .    BRIEF,  ,IT0TES  Jim  mCSTERlT  ITEW  YORK 

A  very  complete,  detailed  reported  on  eight  important  western  ITew  York 
crops  was  receive  from  R.  L.  Sutton,  at  Rochester,  under  date  of  October  lU. 
The  report  opens  v/ith  this  excellent  summary,  which  gives  the  gist  of  the 
entire  situation:- 

"Expressed  in  a  terse  manner,  the  marketing  situation  in  western  and 
central  ITew  York  appears  as  follows:    Apples  -  Demand  rather  sluggish;  most 
stock  going  into  storage;  movement  out  of  cold  storage  light.  • Pears  -  Fair 
demand  but  offerings  light;  few  Seckels  left  and; Kief fers  showing  short  crop. 
Canners  taking  bulk  of  Kief fers.    Grapes  -  Shipments  active.    ITow  in  midst 
of  peak  movement.    Market  in  better  shape,  demand  more  satisfactory.  Juice 
plants  operating  hervily  and  truck  movement  important.    Ca.boage  -  Demand  in- 
proving  -  showing  tendency  for  slight  rise.    Movement  lighter.    Celery  - 
Mostly  steady  -...demand  only  fair.    Into-storage  movement  of  late  crop^ becom- 
ing active.    Onions  -  Movement  curtailed,-  operators  holding  off,  antici-^ 
pating  increase  in  values.    Potatoes  -  Values  at  low  level  "out  trade •  showing 
"slightly  more  interest.     Outturn  increasing.    Carrots  -  Market  mostly  un- 
changed; former  values  mostly  prevailing." 
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7"b .    SOLE  ILPROVSi£E:TT  FOR  WISC0HSI1T  POTATOES 

A.  H.  McDowell  has  submitted  the  following  information  in  a  letter  of 
October  11  from  Waupaca,  Wis.:~ 

" After  having  declined  slowly  but  steadily  for  the  last  few  weeks, 
f.o.b.  pi-ices  of  potatoes  made  a  slight  advance  the  latter  part  of  the  past 
week,  rising  from  a  level  of  around  5^  to  a  general,  range  of  55^-0*0^,  with 
a  few  cars  reported  as  high  as  65^  per  cwt.    Prices  paid  to  growers  also 
advanced,  with  a  top  of         bulk  per  cwt.  reported,  although  at  some  points, 
particularly  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  where  the  freight  rate  is 
slightly  higher,  only         was  being  paid. 

"Although  most  of  the  vines  are  still  green,  growers  fear  the  approach 
of  freezing  weather  and  digging  has  become  general  over  the  entire  State,  but 
was  somewhat  retarded  during  the  latter  part  of  the  week  by  wet  weather. 

"Distribution  to  date  has  been  almost  entirely  to  the  Central  States, 
with  over  80$  of  the  shipments  destined  to  points  in  Illinois,  Indiana  and 
Wisconsin.    Lost  of  the  remainder  have  gone  to  adjoining  States,  although  a 
few  cars  have  been  billed  to  points  in  the  -  Southeast . " 


8b.     CHOP  A1TD  I.iARKET  IIOTSS  PBQLi  COLORADO 

Bryce  Lorris  sent  the  following  report  from  Denver  on  October  10;- 

"Colorado  potato  shipments  for  the  past  week  continued  to  range  around 
one-third  of  last  year's  movement.    Harvesting  was  expected  to  be  completed 
in  the  San  Luis  Valley  this  week.    About  two-thirds  of  the  harvest  is  com- 
pleted in  northern  Colorado,  while  the  Carbondale,  and  Montrose  sections  have 
only  begun  to  dig  the  1931  crop.    Farmers  are  reluctant  to  sell  at  the  present 
low  prices,  with  the  result  that  much  of  the  crop  is  moving  into  storage.  The 
bulk  of  potatoes  moving  to  the  trade  from  northern  Colorado  are  being  loaded 
in  mixed  cars.  .  . 

"The  -pzxst  week  saw  the  peek  movement  of  caul  if  lower  from  the  Arkansas 
Valley.     Shippers  estimate  150  to  175  cars  remaining  to  be  shipped  from  the 
Stp.te.    Prices  have  dropped  sharply  this  week,  but  the  quality  in  general  is 
improving.    With  cooler  weather,  the  aphis  damage  has  been  held  in  check. 
Shippers  are  generally  endeavoring  to  hold  the  quality  to  U.S.  ITo.  1,  with 
.aphis  damage  the  chief  defect  encountered. 

"Cabbage  loadings  were  light,  in  line  with  the  light  supplies,  prices 
were  generally  higher  than  last  week, but,  with  heavier  shipments  from  eastern 
States,  the  car  lot  demand  has  slackened  considerably.     Some  shipioers  estimate 
as  little  rs  100  cars  remaining  for  future  shipment.     The  mixed  vegetable 
movement  has  been  liberal,  with  packers  finding  difficulty  in  supplying  cab- 
bage for  mixed  cars,     ho  killing  frosts  have  been  experienced  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Denver  to  date." 

9no .     SUPPLSI.hir. TARY  PRICE  REPORT  PIT  JT0RTHWESTBR1T  APPLES  AITD  PEARS  DISCOIITIIUDD 

The  suppl erne nt ar y  price  report  on  .apples  and  pears,  which  was  issued 
for  many  yeai"'s  by  the  Spokane  office,  has  been  discontinued,  as  several  im- 
portant shippers  stopped  furnishing  their  detailed  records  of  sales.  This 
daily  report  consisted  of  a  complete  tabulation  of  all  sales  reported  by  the 
shippers  'and. was  issued  to  provide  comprehensive  information  regarding  f.o.b. 
prices  in  the  Pacific  northwest. 


oOO 
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1  Ob .     CALIFORNIA  GRAPE  SEASON  PROBABLY  PAST  PEAK 

A.  3.  Prugh  wrote  as  follows  from  Fresno  in  a  letter  dated  October  12:- 

"On  this  date  (Oct.  12),  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  less  than  3^0 
cars  of  Muscats  and  l+OO  .cars  of  Tokays  remaining  to  ."be' shipped.    There  has 
"been  a  good  demand  for  Tokays  la.tely, with  general  quality  only  fair  after  the 
first  crop  was  picked.    Emperors  are  starting  at  15  to  20  cars  a  day, • with  a 
wide  price  range  on  account  of  early  stock  not  showing  the  proper  color. 
Zinfandels  are  practically  cleaned  up,  with  a  few  cars  moving  from  the  north- 
ern district.    Alicantes  are  in  heaviest  supply  and  continue  with' very  little 
demand.    Up  to  October  6,  movement  by  varieties  compared  with  the  same  date 
last  year  had  been  about  as  follows;  Zinfandels  2, 7^-9-^ ,  59^ ;  Carignanes 
1,529-1,600;  Alicantes  3,589-5,637;  Muscats  1,  9I15J+ ,  280;  Tokays  2,  829-4,U3l+. 

"Total  Olifornia  grape  shipments  to  October  11  have  been  25,3^5  cars, 
'compared  with  37 ,  301  to  the  same  date  last  year.    Local  estimates  for  the 
total  season's  movement  range  between  35»  000  and  1+0,000  cars,  depending  on 
market  conditions.    Total  last  year  was  aboiit  65>000  errs. 

"Por  the  week  ending  October  6,  percentages  of  varieties  inspected 
were  as  follows:-    Tokays  5.1$;  Zinfandels  5$;  Alicantes  32.3$;  Muscats  lU.61 
other  blacks,  mostly  Carignanes,  3^.8$;  others  8.2$. 

"It  is  interesting  to  note  comparative  prices  this  season  and  former 
seasons.    Alicantes  last  week,  for  example,   sold  mostly  at  $32.50  per  ton; 
'same  week  last  year  $ 32 . 50-$4 0 ;  same  week  1929  $^5— $62. 50;  same  week  1922 
$1+7.50~$5Q;  same  week  1927  $ 6 5~$ S 5 .    A  range  of  $35-$]+o  on  Muscats  was  practi- 
cally the  same  as  former  seasons  with  $32.50-$H2.50.    The  f.o.b.  price  last 
'week  on  Tokays, $1-$1 .15  per  lug,  was  much  better  than  the  same  week  last  year 
of  55^-65^.    However,  the  crop  of  Tokays  this  season  is  much  lighter. 

"Prices  paid  growers  on  Thompson  raisins  have  dropped  from  h<£  to  3'1'^j 
the  decline  apparently  caused, portly  by  the  drop  in  value  of  the  British  pound 

"Comparison  of  we ighi^ averages  and  number  of  packages  of  leading  varil 
eties  sold  in  auction  markets  for  the  weeks  ending  October  9  and  Octooer  2 
this  year  and  October  10  last  year,   is  as  follows: 


Oct .  .  9 
Oct.  "  2 
Oct.  10 
last  yr. 

THOMPSONS     1  MALAGAS 

TOKAYS 

ZIHFANDELS 

alica:"ES 

Pkgs.         Avgt  Pkgs.  Avg. 

Pkgs.  Avg. 

Pkgs.  Avg.. 

Pkgs .  Avg_, 

506377 
31^+31 

598561  $1.2j 

S176S    $1.79jH3231+  $1.^3 
S9S1+0    $1.71  j  9008S  $1.1+8 

I5U053    $1.39|  ^690  $1.1+1 

11+8212  $1.85 
151857  $1.72 

227U67  $1.33 

S6953  $1.10 

88313  $1.02 
9&769  $1.21 

lib.     IDAHO  POTATO  INDUSTRY  HAS  MANY  PROBLEMS  THIS  YEAR 

In  a  letter  of  October  12  from  E.  G.  Risser,  at  Idalio  Palls,  he  states 
that,  because  of  the  poor  prices  prevailing,  the  large  percentage  of  low-gradf 
potatoes  in  the  Idaho  crop  this  season  is  adding  greatly  to  the  difficulties 
of  marketing.    In  addition  to  the  problem  of  utilizing  or  disposing  of  these 
lower  grades,   the  presence  of  such  a  large  proportion  of  stock  which  is  now 
almost  worthless  is  adding  to  the  cost  of  harvesting,  hauling  and  grading  of 
the  marketable  product.    Mr.  Risser  adds:- 

"In  one  district,  many  of  these  low-grade  potatoes  have  been  going  to 
the  potato  flour  mill,  but  its  capacity  is  limited  and  it  can  use  only  the 
locally-grown  stock  on  which  transportation  charges  are  very  small.    Some  pro 
ducers  have  already  filled  their  farm  cellars  to  capacity  and  are  leasing 
storage  space  in  commercial  warehouses;    Others,  unwilling  or  unable  to  pay 
for  storage,  are  improvising  field  pits  or  simply  covering  their  potatoes  in 
piles."  -  TCE1TDELL  CALH0U1T,  Marketing  Specialist 


: ''Division  Letter ,'  October  16,  1931 


IhSPECTIOh  SERVICE 


1  c .     SPRITfc-BALAITCBS  SHOULD  BE  TESTED  BY  SUPERVISIIfc  INSPECTORS 

Eor  sometime  it  has  been  the  practice  to  check-up  on  the  accuracy  of 
scales  used  in  receiving-point  work  at  least  twice  a  year.     It  has  been  found 
that  the  scales  used  in  the  inspection  work  are  not  always  accurate,  and  it 
is  possible  for  them  to.be  a  pound  or  two  off  and  affect  the  accuracy  of  the 
percentages'  of  grade  defects  which  are  determined  by  weight.     Scales  used-  for 
shipx^ing-point  work  should  be  tested  as  frequently  as  possible,  because  they 
are  often  subject  to  extreme  wear*  and  tear.     Shipping-point  supervisors  should 
arrange  to  test  the  scales  of  all  men  working  under. their  direction  at  least 
twice  a  year  and  will  be  depended  upon  to  keep  a  check  of  the  accuracy  of  their 
scales . 

2c .    B3AVY  inSPECTIOIT  OTK  IN  STATE  01  HEI  YORK 

J.  A.  Marks  wrote  the  following  letter,  chiefly  regarding  grape  'inspec- 
tions, from  Erocton,  IT.  Y.,  on  October  3:- 

"I  reported  at  Brocton  on  September  29  and  found  the  grape  work  already 
in  full  swing.    Biile  the  season  is  somewhat  later  than  usual,   the  growers  were 
in  a  hurry  to  start  picking,  and  heavy  shipments  and  hot  weather  have  demoral- 
ized the  market.    While  the  quality  of  the  crop  has  been  good,   the  first  week 
or  so  we  found  a  good  many  red  bunches  and  most  of  the  stock  was  only  fairly 
sweet . 

"The  early  shipments  turned  out  to  be  much  larger  than  we  expected  and 
this  was  the  heaviest  September  we  have  ever  had.  in  the  Chautauqu.a-Erie  belt. 
Previous  to  October  1,  we  inspected  268  cars.    This  was  also  the  heaviest 
month's  inspection  work  they  have  ever  had  in  the  Sta/be.     In  addition  to  the 
southwestern  Hew  York  grape  work,  1,303  cooes,  were  inspected  on  Long  Island  and 
9bl  out  of  the  Rochester,  office,  making  a  total  of  2,532  cars  for  the  month. 

"Prices  to  growers  started  arovoid  $25  per  ^on  but  soon  declined,  and 
the  general  price  has  been  from  $15  to  $20.    The  past  week,   some  of  the  larger 
shippers  have  been  accepting  grapes  only  011  consignment.    A  concerted  effort 
ha.s  been  made  the  past  few  days  to  cut  down  shipments,  a„nd  some  sta-tions  have 
closed  until  Monday,  October  12.    This  should  give  the  tra.ck  holdings  a  chance 
to  clean  up  and,  with  the  cooler  weather  that  arrived  yesterday, morning,  there 
is  a.  likelihood  of  some  improvement  in  the  market...   

"I  am  expecting  a,  good  many  re- inspections  for  condition,  in  the  markets. 
Since  the  movement '  ha.s  been  so  slow,  many  cars  have  been. held  on  tra-ck  for  a 
week  or  more  after  loading  and,  where  .these  were  not  iced,  the  condition  of  the 
grapes  ha.s  been  deteriorating  rapidly.     I  have  seen  some  of  this  stock, that 
showed  fruit  flies  swarming  about  the  load  and  practically  all  the. split  and 
crushed  grape's  showing  mold  or 'decay.  ......  . 

"The  juice  plants  axe  taking  a  much  smaller  percentage  of  the  crop  than 
in  preceding  sea.sons.    Most  of  them  have  a  heavy  carry-over  of  juice  from  la,st 
year  and  some  have  not  opened 'for  pressing  this  season.    More  of  the  stock  is. 
going  out  by  truck  than  ever  before,  but.,  if  the  market  justifies  shipping  the 
entire  crop,  we  anticipate  more  inspections  than  even  .in-  1928,  when  we  ,;"„.*'  2"  •• 
inspected  2,600  cars  on  the  Hew  York  State  side  of  the  Chautauqua-Erie  belt." 
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3c.    MAHY  POTATOES  0?  POOR  QUALITY  IN  IDAHO 

L.  G.  Schultz  sent  the  following  report  in  a  letter  of  October  6  from 
Boise,  Idaho :- 

"I  returned  last  Saturday  night  (Oct.  3)  from  a  two  weeks'  trip  cover- 
ing the  eastern  part  of  this  State  and  the  western  part  of  Montana.     I  found 
conditions  in  eastern  Idaho  quite  discouraging,  for  the  quality  in  many  sec- 
tions is  far  below  normal,  especially  as  regards  misshapen  potatoes.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  so  many  growth-knobs,  but  there  is  an  excessive  quan- 
tity of  off-shaped  stock,  often  resulting  in  50$  to  75$  of  Ho.  2Ts  and  culls. 
I  saw  one  lot  being  graded  in  a  warehouse,  that  did  not  run  10$  Ho.  1  pota- 
toes,   This  is  an  extreme  case,  but  there  are  many  who  believe  that  there 
will  not  be  more  than  25$  or  30$  Ho.  l's  in  the  crop  this  year.    This  will 
make  it  extremely  difficu.lt  for  our  Inspectors,  for  when  this  condition  pre- 
vails the  general  appearance  of  the  lot  is  materially  affected,  even  after 
75$  or  more  of  the  stock  has  been  sorted  out. 

"We  are  doing  everything  we  can  to  hold  our  inspections  as  high  as 
possible,  but  many  growers  and  shippers  feel  that  we  are  too  strict  in  our 
interpretation,  and  I  know  that  receivers  feel  we  are  too  lenient  on  account 
of  the  generally  poor  appearance  of  most  stock. 

"Conditions  in  Montana  are  very  similar,  although  I  do  not  believe  \.  .... 
there  will  be  any  great  volume  of  stock  moving  out  of  the  State.     It  is  cer- 
tain that  there  will  be  more  cars  shipped  into  Montana  than  will  be  shipxoed 
out.    The  Mcintosh  apple  crop  in  the  Bitter  Root  Valley  is  generally  of  good 
quality, but  prices  being  received  were  far  below  normal  and  many  growers  were 
badly  discouraged.    The  prevailing  price  for  wrapped  apples  in  boxes  was 
around  75^*,  which  certainly  does  not  leave  the  grower  very  much  profit.  Pace- 
and-fill  stock  in  boxes  was  selling  for  50j£  to  60{£.    This  price  was  for  the 
combination  Extra  Pancy  and  Pancy  grades." 


he,    WO  LIOHTHS'  WORK  DT  WASHIUGTQH 

P.  S.  Bailey  Included  the  following  reports  of  shipping-pognt  work  in 
the  State  of  Washington  in  his  "Inspection  Letter,"  dated  October^at  Yakina:- 


Wasnington  Shipping-Point  Inspections  for  July  and  August.  1931 

July 

  232 


July 

Aug. 

 '  9 

ih  s 

  23 

69 

2 

Cantaloupes  

Carrots  

Cauliflower.  

Celery  

Cherries  

Lettuce  

Mixed  fruits  

Mixed  vegetables.  

Mixed  frt .  and  vegs . . . 


1 

1 
28 
2 
1 

346 
h 

46 


19 
19 
6 
l 


Onions  

Peaches  

Pears  

Peas  

Plums  

Potatoes  

Raspberries  

Tomatoes  

Turnips  

Crabapples  


TOTALS , 


14 
149 
2 

438 
38 


1423i 


Aug. 

ISii 

29 

509! 

8 

172§ 
155 

7 

96 
2 

 l2 

1422-2- 


—  INSPECTORS  IH  CHARGE  should  read  the  note  at  bottom  of  page  597  of  this  D.L- 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTER S  0?  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 


States 

1 

Supervisor 

Products 

Opening 

!  Closing. 

PORTO  RICO: 

.  S .  Mason, 
h02  Ochoa  31 dg. 
P.O.Box  13347 

San  Juan,  P.  R. 

Citrus 

]     April  1 

■    Nov . 

1 

MINNESOTA: 

•  _ 

■  \j 

.  W.  Christ enson, 
302  Gorliam  Bldg., 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Potatoes 

:    Aug.  15 

■  Jan. 

1 

WASHINGTON: 

■  17.  A.  Hilgeson, 
:       Court  House  (Box  190), 
We  nat  che  e ,  Wa  sh . 

Apples 

:    Aug.  15 

;      Peb . 

1 

I. ID  I  ANA  AND 
MICHIGAN: 

T 

iii.  jjiOAcrson, 
Court  House, 
Warsaw,  Ind. 

Onions 

Aug.  15 

I      Nov . 

15 

W-_o_    V  Ixiu __i_A : 

T 

V 

J.  Gardner, 
oiiencincLoan  ±sani_  DiO-g., 
Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 

Apples 

Aug.  20 

:      Nov . 

7 

1>TPW   TTT'T'T  A"TT>. 

P. 

S.  Kinsey, 
703  Appraiser's  Stores 
Bldg., 
Boston,  Mass. 

Apples 

Sept.  1 

J  an-.- 

1 

VIRGINIA:  : 

T. 

W.  Ayres, 
211  Park  Place, 
University,  Va. 

Apples 

Sept.  lH 

Peb. 

1 

MAINE:  : 

G. 

Ray  Wa,rren, 
Caribou,  Maine . 

Potatoes 

Sept.  lU 

Apr . 

1 

-LUKiDA:  : 

0. 

G.  Strauss, 
Box  I25S, 

Winter  Haven,  Pla. 

Citrus 

Sept.  15  ; 

May  15 

TEXAS :  : 

Hi 

T.  Longino, 
Room  5,  Madison  Hotel, 
P.  0.  Box  63S, 

Harlingen,  Texas . 

Citrus  : 

Sept.  20  : 

Mar . 

15 

1IE7/  YORK:  : 

J. 

A .  Marks , 
Brocton,  N.  ■  Y. 

Grrpes  ■ 

Sept.  23  I 

Oct. 

2h 

REPORTS  on  North  Dakota  potatoes  can  "be  obtained  from  R.C  .Hastings,  State  College 
Station.,,  Pargc,  N.p.    Reports  on  products  from  other  States  can  be  obtained,  as 
usual,  from  the  supervisors  in  those  States. 


604 


Inspections 

Inspections 

Declined 

Total  .  . 

Same  Month 

.  .  .  for  

for  lack 

Total 

Markets 

Inspections 

1930 

Carriers 

of  time 

Tees 

Atlanta 
Baltimore 
Boston 
Buffalo 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbus 
Dallas 
Denver 
Des  Moines 
Detroit 
Ft.  Worth 
Earrishurg 
Houston 
Indi anapolis 
Jacksonville 
Kansas  City  ' 
*Los  Angeles 
Louisville 
Memphi  s 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
$^Hewark 

Hew  Orleans 
Hew  York 
Horf oik 
Omaha 

Phi  1  adelphi  a 

Pittsburgh 

Portland 

Providence 

Rochester 

Sacramento 

St.  Louis 

Salt  Lake  City 

San  Diego 

San  Prancisco 

San  Juan,  P.P. 

Scranton 

Seattle 

Springfield 

Toledo 

Trenton 

Tulsa 

Washington 

Wilkes -Barre 


42 

33 
100 

5 

113 
63 
51 

IS 

6 

31 

■7 

6S 
IS 

3 
3^ 
18 

6 

23 
19 

6 

31 
79 
18 

53 
121 
742 

3 

12 
131 
138 

3 

10 

7 
1 

66 

7 

0 

r 
O 

7 

12 

0 
kl 
0 
2 
9 

25 
10 


84 
22 
1SS 
12 
151 
73 
30 
35 

25 

86 

27 

,  4 
36 
30 
IS 

55 
3 

27 
83 
IS 

67 
191 
1,052 
15 
25 
203 

2lU 
8 
9 
5 

107 
1 
1 
3 


0 
18 
10 

3 


47 
13 


3 
0 

200 
0 

4 

0 
0 
0 

1 

0 
0 
0 

1 

0 
0 
0 
0 

3 

0 
0 
24 
2 
0 

1 

30 
1+1 

1 

1 

3 

28 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

h 
0 
0 
0 

3 
1 


1 

0 

5 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

f 

b 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

4 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

0 


$  17s. 95 
130.50 

391.31 
21.91 
501.59 
276.30 
299.11 
82.3s 
2U.00 
127.00 
26.50 

264. 5 0 

72.00 
13.00 
124.50 

99 

22.50 
112.87 
32.50 

14k 9^ 

128. 50 
316.65 
121.70 

194.04 

280.00 

3,869.06 
19.12 
46.50 
'438.67 
567.26 
36.00 
45.00 

3^  -77 
4.00 

256.50 
28.00 

00 

181. 30 
26.50 
45.OO 
28.00 

209.37 
00 

10.50 

S2.77 
181.83 
42.00 


TOTAL 


20 


$10,386  & 


The  following  inspections  7/ere  made  under  agreement  with 
Pood  Terminal  at  Cleveland;-Total  1,435:  822  Hickel  Plate,  40 
347  Pennsylvania,  62  Kroger  Grocery. &  Baking  Company. 
*  Compiled  from  certificates  in  file. 

#  Hew  Haven  65  28  15  0 


the  Horthern  Omi 
B.&  0.,  l6  Erie, 


$346.76 
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Symbols  :- 
N  -  ITAVY 

m  -  marine 

CORPS 


INSPECTIONS  FOR  THE  ITAVY  AITD  MARINE  CORPS  PUR I1TG-.  Soptomber,  1951 
 ALL  FIGURES  IN  THESE  COLUMNS  REPRESENT  POUNDS 


STATIONS 


Emits  and 
Vegetables 
PASSED 


fruits  and 
Vegetables 
REJECTED 


IT 


M  |  N 


M 


TOTAL 
QUANTITY. 
INSPECTED 


"Cuts"  made 
to  comply 

.  with  speci- 
fications 


N 


M 


N 


M 


Items 
Billed. 
Snort- 
weight 


Great  Lakes 

:  121527 

0 

;  2450. 

0 

i  123977 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

'  0 

0 

Newport 

:  649429. 

0 

■  31233 

0 

;     0SO662.  . 
:  0 

:  m 

0 

0 

0 

New  York  . 

i  136742 

:.  24483 

250 

:  211225 

:  56064 

:  ^3 

0 

0 

0 

Norfolk 

;  ho^o 

0 

:  0 

0 

. .  4040 

0 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

Philadelphia, 

173170 

21841 

2.543. 

0 

1.81713.  . 

21841 

969 

19s 

0 

0 

San  Diego 

652763 

50695 

673S 

0 

659501 

50695 

233S 

97- 

0 

0 

San  Franc  isci 

>  224633. 

48500 

5050 

2000 

2296S3 

50500 

0 

0: 

0 

0 

San  Pedro 

852057 

0 

13717 

0: 

871774 

0 

SO 

0; 

0 

0 

Vallejo  . 

253310 

50247: 

11107 

4276! 

2&4417 

34523 

395 

20: 

0 

0 

Washington  • 

6703 

0: 

33S 

0: 

70M-1. 

0- 

0 

0 : 

0 

0 

TOTALS  ; 

3136374 

207097: 

97659 

6526: 

3.234033 
2136234 

4269  . 

315: 

0 

0 

New  York 
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INSPECTIONS  FOR  U.S.  VETERANS !"  HOSPITAL 


Great  Lakes 
Chicago 
Milwaukee 
New  York 
Philadelphia 
St.  Louis 


TOTALS 


54060 
129758 

21948 
153280 

63061 

3*791 


4  56898 


1380 
40400 
921 
8447 
7885 
0 


39033 


55440 
17015s 

22S69 
161727 

70946 

5^791 


515951 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
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The  New  York  office  also  inspected  the  following:  Fruits 

United  States  Lines   IO5III 

Munson  S.  S.  Line   5IO7 

Dollar  Line   8232 

American  France  Line   5206 

American  Diamond  Line   .  65IS 

Columbian  S.  S.  Line   155-5 


Vegetables  Rejections 


131707 


23&044 
13562 
II.2II9 
251S6 
27421 
5229. 
419661 


15761 
570 
25 
729 
5721 
L40 
20946 


The  San  Pedro  office  also  inspected  the  following  for  the  Navy:  2,725  lbs.  bread 
and S, 6 94  lbs.  hatter.    The  Vallejo  office  also  inspected  28,670  lbs.  bread  and 
130  lbs.  rolls  for  the  Navy. 
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5c.    AH0TH5R  IjBCHAHICAL  RE  FR I GSRAT OR  Gilt 

Recently  a  new  type  of  car  of  the  S.R.I.X.  Line  was  spotted  at  Yakima 
for  the  inspection  of  shippers.     Instead  of  the  Silica  Gel  equipment,  this 
car  carried  a  small  Diesel  engine  and  compressor,  similar  to  that  in  a  sta- 
tionrzry  refrigerating  plant.    An  electric  generator  furnishes  current  for 
the  electric  heating  element  on  the  floor  of  the  car  when  heat  is  necessary. 
As  with  the  Silica  Gel  type  cars,  the  temperature  control  is  automatic. 
Kerosene  fuel  is  used  in  the  Diesel  engine.  -  (Washington  "Inspection  Letter ','10/$ 

6c.    AIT  ACTIVE  MOISTS  III  CALIFORNIA 

During  the  month  of  September,  California  inspectors  made  6,962  in- 
spections at  shipping  points,  including  325  shipside  in  San  Francisco.  The 
leading  districts  were  as  follows;-    Lodi  1,503,  Fresno  665,  Watsonville  569, 
Ontario  547,  Dinuba  521,  San  Jose  478,  Modesto  415,  Sacramento  275.  Turlock 
2b9,  Hapa  257,  Santa  Rosa  206,  Salinas  205.     Including  the  shipside  work, 
San  Francisco  made  a  t otal  of  3^7  inspections. 

7c.     CHANGES  IH  LIST  OF  PAST -PUS  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  should  be  added  to  List  of  Past -Due  Accounts: 

Harris  &  Brown                   Pittsburg  ,  Texas  $S.OO 

G.  A.  Carey,  Inc.              Moultrie,  Ga.  $4,00 
Mackay  &  Lehman,                Weslaco,  Tex.     (add  $4.00,  making  total  of  $l6.00) 
Ruehman,  H.  K.                   Wamego,  Kans.  (check  returned)  .>4.00 

The  following  should  be  token  from  the  List  of  Fast-Due  Accounts: 

H.  P.  Shapiro  534  Water  St.,  Bridgeport,  Conn.  $1.00 
The  Hatch-Stevens  Co.,      Boston,  Mass.  $21.00- 
Robert  W.  A.  wood,             21  Ilewton  Road,  Ithan,  Pa.  $4.65 

Sc.    ENCLOSURES  FOR  INSPECTORS 

With  this  D.L.,  each  inspector  should  receive  copies  of  the  following: 

"APPLES  -  ITew  York  State  Apple  Grades  -  Rules  and  Regulations,"  Circu- 
lar Ho.  434  of  the  Hew  York  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Markets. 

"Grades  for  Hew  York  Seed  Potatoes,"  by  the  Hew  York  Cooperative  Seed 
Potato  Association,  Inc.    He  received  only  a  limited  number  of  copies  of  tnis 
circul.ar,  and  they  have  been  sent  to  eastern  markets.    Any  other  inspectors' 
desiring  copies  can  obtain  them  from  Mr.  Hacklem-an,  of  our  Hew  York  City  office 

-  R.  C.  BUTHSR ,  Supervisor  of  Inspection 


I 


le.    3ERGER  PRODUCE  COMPAHY,  HEW  YORK  CITY,  FIHHD  UNDER  PRODUCE  AGENCY  ACT 

The  Berger  Produce  Company,  Hew  York. City,  pleaded  guilty  on  Sept.  30 
to  violation  of  the  Produce  Agency  Act,  whereupon  Judge  H?-rry  3.  Anderson 
imposed  a  fine  of  $25.      This  case  involved  consignments  of  two  cars  of  pears 
in  July,  1530,  from  Citronelle,  Alabama.     Investigation  showed  that  the  net 
proceeds  were  understated  in  connection  with  each  car,   thereby  defrauding  the 
shipper  in  the  amount-  of  $72.41.    After  the  case  was  filed  in  court,  the  de- 
fendant paid  this  additional  amount  to  the  shipper.    This  payment  may  account 
for  the  s:;:all  amoiint  of  the  fine . 

-  F.  G.  R033,   In  Charge,  Regulatory  Branch. 
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OFFICE  POTPS: 

Mr.  Sherman  is  spending  the  last  three  days  of  this  week  on  a  motor 
trip  through  the  Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia. 

Tfci.  33.  Lev/is,  of  the  Standardization  Project,  was  on  annual  leave  all 
of  last  week  at  his  hone  in  Takoma  Park,  lid.. 

H.  V.  Delvlott,  who  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Domestic  Wool  Section 
in  Washington,  has  completed  his  four  months'  furlough  and  returned  to  duty 
this  morning.    He  has  spent  most  of  the  time  in  Hew  Jersey. 

The  Standard  Container  Project  in  Washington  received  a  visit  this  week 
from  Mr'.  Lockwood,  president  of  the  American  Veneer  Pe.cka.ge  Association,  whose 
office  is  in  Suffolk,  Va. 

J.  G.  Cross,  of  the  Transportation  Unit,  plans  to  leave  Washington  ahou 
next  Tuesday  for  a.  month's  field  trip  in  the  interest  of  railroad  reports  on 
fruits  and  vegetables .    He  expects  to  confer  with  transportation  officials  and 
with  members  of  the  Pru.it  and  Vegetable  staff  at  various  points  in  Georgia, 
Florida,  Tennessee  and  in  the  Middle  West. 

P.  S.  Zimmerman  ha s  completed  his  supervision  of  shipping-point  inspec- 
tion work  on  Delaware  apples  and  is  now  back  at  his  headquarters  in  the  hew 
York  City  office. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  C.  Tate,  of  Minneapolis 
on  the  arrival  of  a.  son,  Ilorman  Carroll,  in  their  home  on  October  g„ 

H.  3.  Rutland  stopped  at  the  Washington  office  last  Saturday,  en  route 
from  northern  Maine  to  Williston,  Florida,  where  he  v/ill  be  located  until 
further  notice.    Mr.  Rutland  is  a  member  of  the  field  force  of  the  Market  ITews 
Service  but  has  been  on  furlough  since  last  December  because  of  ill  health. 
We  are  glad  to  report  his  condition  greatly  improved. 

H.  P.  Will  son  arrived  at  Winter  Haven,  Florida,   this  week  and  will  begir\ 
the  market  reports  on  citrus  fruits  by  next  Monday. 

S.  W.  Russell,  of  the  Hew  York  City  market-news  office,  underwent  a 
tonsilar  operation  this  week  at  one  of  the  local  hospitals. 

Loyde  M.  Billman,  of  the  Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Grading  Project, 
left  Washington  on  Wednesday  evening  for  western  ITew  York,  where  he  is  grad- 
ing several  carloads  of  peas,   snap  beams  and  other  vegetables  at  canneries, 
for  delivery  to  the  Veteran^'  Administration.    He  will  return  to  Washington 
by  the  early  part  of  next  week. 

P.  P.  Bostwick,  of  the  same  Project,  has  gone  from  his  headquarters  in 
Chicago  to  Belleville,  111.,  where  he  is  grading  several  cars  of  canned 
tomatoes,  for  acceptance  or  rejection  in  behalf  of  the  Veteranis'  Administra- 
tion. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OE  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agra  cultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Vol.  12,  No.  k2  .  .  OctolDer  23,  1931 

FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LETTER 
(Issued  every.  Friday) 
,,  CONFIDED  IAI 

Not  for  publication 

1  a .     DO  NOT  USE  OFFICIAL  CARS  FOR  PERSONAL  BUSTOSS 

In  the  last  issue  of  tile  Division  Letter,   instructions  were  issued  re- 
garding the  use  of  personally-owned  automobiles  for  official  business. 

Attention  is  now.  called^  to  the  question  of  the  vise  of  Gov e rnrae nt - 0 vms d 
automobiles  for  personal  business.     It  has  been  reported  that  a  representative 
of  the  Secretary's  office  and  a  representative  of  the  office  of  the  Director 
of  the  Budget-  recently,  while  on  3.  field  trip,  observed  an  official  car  being 
used  by  a  personal  party  in  the  evening.. 

Every  employee  in  this  Division,  who  has  occa.sion  to  use  a  Government- 
owned  automobile,   is  hereby  warned  that  under  no  circumstances  is  it  to  be 
used  for  personal  business.    The  Department  requires  that  all  official  auto- 
mobiles operated  by  our  employees  be  properly  marked  to  indicate  that  they 
are  owned  by  the  Federal  Government „    Decalcomania  sheets,  carrying  the  offi- 
cial insignia  for  these  cars, . should  be  obtained  from  Mrs.  E,  Mills,  with  in- 
structions for  their  use.    No,  official  car  should  be  driven  without  this  in- 
signia.   Each  operator  of  an  official'  car  will  please  report  to  me  immediate- 
ly whether  it  is  properly  and  conspicuously  marked,  as  the  property  of  this 
Bureau.     [Phis  means  that  the  insignia,  must  not  be  badly- faded  or  weather- 
worn. 

Strict  compliance  with  the ' requirements  of  the  Department  as  to  the 
use  of  official  cars  will  be  expected  from  everyone.    There  has  been  some 
difficulty  In  securing  sufficient  automobiles  for  the  proper  conduct  of  the 
work  in  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division,  paid  any  misuse  of  official  cars 
will  be  embarrassing  not  only  to  the  Bureau  but  as  well  to  the  employee  who 
fails  to  observe  these  instructions. 

WELLS  A.  SHERMAN 


2a.     GOOD  CROP  OF  CAULIFLOWER  IN  OREGON 

The  following  report  came  from  R.  L.  Ringer, 'at  Portland,   in  a  wire 
dated  October  19 

"Oregon's  main  crop  of  cauliflower  is  starting  to  move  and  promises  to 
be  of  the  same  excellent  quality  as  last  year.    Movement  to  date  has  been  from 
the  early  crop,  which  was  lost  last  year  on  account  of  the  dry  summer.     It  has 
been  cutting  about  fOfo  No.  1,  while  the  main  crop  frequently  goes  S'O'fo.  Sizes 
are  large,  running  heavily  to  9.' s  ftnd  10' s.    Acreage  is  slightly  greater  than 
last  year  and,  coupled  with  the  shipments  to  date  from  the  early  crop,  will 
probably  give  a  considerably  larger  total  movement  from  Oregon  this  season.11 

-  I§>  YOUR  D.I.  PROPERLY  ADDRESSED  EACH  WEEK?     IF  NOT,  INFORM  TEE  EDITOR.  - 


(Page  609) 
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MARKET  MEWS  SERVICE  . 


lb .     I..!T^RSSTIhG  Li  PTES  ON  TEXAS  GRAPEFRUIT 

"7.  D.  G-ooge  sent  the  following  report  from  Brownsville,  Texas  ,in  a 
letter  of  October  17:- 

"To  date,   the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  has  shipped  about  600  cars  of 
grapefruit,  or  almost  double  the  number  shipped  to  the  same  tiuie  last  year. 
Practically  all  the  fru.it  so  far  has  "been  of  the  Duncan  variety,  and  shipments 
will  now  he  rather  light  until  about  the  middle, of  next  month,  when  the  Marsh 
Seedless  crop  will  begin  to  move.    September  is  normally  a  month  of  considerable 
rainfall  in  this  section,  but  this  year  both  August  and  September  were  dry  and 
hot.    Growers,  failed  to  irrigate  their  groves,  thinking  the  seasonal  rains 
would  begin  sooner  or  later,  and  the  result  is  a  large  percentage  of  small- 
sized  fruit.    The  Duncan  crop  is  hard  to  sell  after  the  Seedless  becomes  avail- 
able, for  which  reason  growers  are  reluctant  to  water  this  late  and  thus  hold 
the  fru.it  back  to  be  shipped  in  competition  with  the  Seedless  variety.  The 
small  sizes  (mostly  96' s  to  126' s)  are  in  poor  demand  in  the  terminal  markets, 
whereas  hg!s  and  ^Ut-  are  "bringing  rather  fancy  prices.    Many  shippers  have 
stopped  packing  the  small  sizes,   since  prices  realized  will  not  cover  charges 
for  packing  and  transportation.     Growers  a.re  disposing  of  this  stock  to  ped- 
dlers .and  motor- truck  operators,  as  best  they  can. 

"The  hot,  dry  weather  has  been  very  injurious  to  the  fad  1  crop  of  bea.ns,: 
potatoes  and  toma.toes.     It  is  estimated  that:,  the  yield  of  these  crops  has  been 
reduced  by  50$  to  75$?    ^b.e  winter  crops  of  cabbage,  beets,  carrots,  etc.,  are 
not  far  enough  along  to  be  hurt  materially.     There  was  a  decided  drop  in  temper- 
ature last  night,  and  it  is  hoped  that ;  the  heat  and  drought  -have  been  broken." 


2b .     C  PL  ORAL  0  CROPS  I1EARLY  ALL  HARVESTED 

The  following  notes  were  taken-  from  a  letter  of  October  17,  written  bj 
Bryce  Morris  at  Denver :~ 

"Gjod  weather  the  pa.st  week  has  been  ideal  for  harvesting  in  Colorado, 
and  another  week  of  such  weather  should  find  all  perishable  crops  harvested, 
with  no  loss  due  to  rains  or  freezing.    Practically  all  of  the  potatoes  are 
now  in  storage,  except  in  the  CarbondaJo  section  on  the  Western  Slope  and  a 
few  in  northern  Colorado.    Late  this  week,  prices  were  slightly  stronger  to 
groT/ers  in  the  San  Luis  Valley*-  ', 

"Colorado's  cauliflower  harvest  was  rapidly  drawing  to'  a  close,  with  the 
total  movement  now • approximately  the  same  as  the  final  last  year.    Prices  drop- 
ped sharply . during  the  week, with,  late  sales  at  the  lowest  price  of  the  season, 
around  55{M?0^  per  pony  crate. 

"Onion  movement  from  the  State  as  a  whole  has.  been  moderate  this  week, 
but  the  outstanding  feature  has  been  a  comparatively  heavy  movement  of  Yellow 
Danvers  from  the  Western  Slope,  which  has  shipped  more  than  three-fourths  of 
the  daily  Colorado  total.    Shipments  of  the  Valencia  type  from  the  Arkansas 
Valley  have  been  very  light.    Growers  have  been  receiving  four  to  five  times 
the  prices  paid  last  season  at  this  time,  especially  on  Yellow  Danvers . « 
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3b .     CODS  ADDITIOHS,  EPl'ECTIVE  TKUS5MY,-  OCTOBER  29 

Acid  the  following  to  the  '-PA-PE"    (•  White  Potato)  page : 

IQ  -  Minnesota  Commercials 
3?ol lowing  is  the  description  of  this  grade 

"113  LilEEESOTA  COMMERCIAL  GRADE  shall  conform  in  all  respects  to  the 
U.S.  Ho'.  1  grade  "butt,  in  order  to.pllow.for  variations  incident  to  proper  grad- 
ing and  handling,  a  tolerance  of  defect  of         in  weight,  additional  on  Huinfeer 
1  grade  may  "be  allowed  for  this  gre.de,  "but  not  to  exceed  ifc  shall  he-' allowed 
for  potatoes  affected  "by  soft  rot." 

Hb .    A  IIG-HT  CROP  0?  SOUTHERH  'CAhlEORHIA  IQMATOliS 

"7.  L.  Jackson,  of  the  Los  Angeles  office,  .reported  as  follows  in  a- 
letter  dp  ted  October  13:- 

"Erom  present  indications,   the  southern  California  tomato  crop  this 
year  will  be  extremely  light.    The  crops in  San  Diego  and  Orange  counties,  with 
plantings  of  some  2,000  acres  each,  pre  showing  especially  poor  yields.  One 
shipper  in  San  Diego  County  stated  that  he  did  not  believe  he  would  get  more 
than  hO  or  J^O  carloads  of  tomatoes  from  his  6.00— acre  plantings.    The  counties  of 
Ventura,  San  Luis  Obispo  and  Santa  Barbara,  with  some  5, 800  acres,  are  also 
returning  very  light  yields. 

"hot  weather  during  July  and  August  is  held  responsible  for  the.  poor 
crop,    Early  blossoms  dropped  and  made  for  a  very  light  set.    Later  sets  are 
doing  somewhat  better  but  will  also  be  very  light.    Reports  indicate  that  the 
vines  look  thrifty  in  practically  all  of  the  producing  arep.s,  but  in  spite  of 
this  the  tomatoes  are  not  to  be  had  in  the  usual  volume. 

"Quality  is  only  fair,  with  heavy'  culling  necessary  in  practically  all 
"areas .    host  present  loadings  are  running  heavily . to ' small  sizes,  and  our  f.o.b. 
quotations  are  based  on  sizes  6x7  or  larger.   .Some  shippers  are  also  packing 
7x7' s,  although  this  small  stock  is  hard  to  move. 

"Perk  shipments  from  northern  and  central  California  are  apparently 
over  and,,  with  homegrown  supplies  in. eastern  markets  cleaning  up,  southern 
California  shippers  anticipate  an  increasing  demand."  . 

5b.     WISCOhSIl  POTATO  HARVEST  DELAYED'  : 

A.  h.  LcDowell  sent  the  following  report  from  ,:Taupoca  on  October  18:- 
"Thc  wet  weather  of  a  7700k  ago  continued  over  into  the  early  part  of 
the  past  •  wo  ok  r..~d  greatly  retarded  digging  of  potatoes.-  With  fair  weather.^ 
since  Thursday,  digging  has  progressed  more  rapidly  and  it  is  expected  that, 
by  the  end  of  the  coming  week  (Oct.      ),  most  of  the  potatoes- will  be  out  of 
the  ground.     Only  light  frosts  have  occurred  in  most  places  but,  in  one-  or 
two  of  the  more  northern  districts,  it  was  reported  that  the  temperature  had 
dropped  so  low  that  there  was  a  possibility  of  some  slight  damage  to  the  crop 
remaining  in  the  ground. 

"A  slight  strengthening  of  f.o.b.  prices  was  noted  during  the  early 
part  of  the  past  week,  but  following  the  heavier  shipments  the  market  eased 
off  again. " 

CHI OH  PRODUCTION  in  the  late  shipping  States  is  reduced. to  11, $20,000 
bushels,   or  klfo  less  than  last  year,  according  to  October  crop  reports. 


6l2  Division  Letter,   October  23»  1931  

6b.    MAIHE  POTATO  MARKET  SLIGHTLY  STRONGER 

The  following  information  came  in  a  letter  of  October  17  from 
V.  H.  Nicholson,  of  the  Presque  Isle  office:- 

"For  a  time  it  was  thought  that  a  part  of  the  Maine  potato  crop  would 
be  left  in  the  ground  this  season,  but  probably  as  much  as  95$  has  already 
been  harvested.    Practically  all  storage  space  is  filled,  and  considerable 
stock  is  stored  in  farm  buildings.    A  large  part  of  the  stoclc  that  remains  on 
the  farm  must  be  moved  before  cold  weather. 

'Gains  the  latter  part  of  this  week  prevented  growers  from  hauling,  and 
as  no  one  was  willing  to  take  potatoes  out  of  storage  under  the  present  market 
conditions,  it  has  been  rather  difficult  to  obtain  supplies  the  past  two  days. 
The  market  advanced  to  1+  0-^— U 5 ^  sacked  per  cwt .  yesterday,  but  this  may  be  a 
temporary  condition  because  of  the  rain.  The  street  price  has  remained  mostly 
30^-h0^  bulk  per  barrel  measure  of  U.S.  No.  1  Green  Mount? ins, 

"A  meeting  of  growers  and  others  interested  in  the  potato  situation  is 
scheduled  at  Caribou  today  (Saturday) .     The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  de- 
vise means  of  obtrining  better  prices  for  potatoes.    A  similar  meeting  was 
held  several  days  ago,  and  at  that  time  a  committee  was  appointed  to  study  the 
situation.    The  committee  is  to  report  today,  and  some  definite  action  is  ex- 
pected to  be  taken." 

7b .     IDAHO  POTATO  HARVEST  PROGRESSING  RAPIDLY 

?..  G.  Risser  submitted  the  following  report  from  Idaho  Falls  under 
date  of  October  15:- 

"Prom  the  standpoint  of  weather,   Idaho  has  been  having  ideal  conditions 
during  the  potato  digging  season.    There  has  been  a  fortunate  absence  of  rain. 
Under  the  circumstances,  harvesting  operations  have  been  proceeding  almost 
continuously  and  the  potatoes  have  been  coming  out  of  the  ground  clean  and 
free  from  dirt.    There  have  been  no  severe  freezes  to  date,  to  injure  the 
potatoes  or  affect  their  keeping  quality. 

"It  is  generally  believed  that  there  are  many  more  U.S.  No.  2's  and 
culls  than  No.  l's.    Some  fields  have  produced  no  U.S.  fro.  l's  whatever,  but 
others  have  a  fair  quantity  of  that  grade.    Many  of  the  largest  potatoes  are 
the  most  defective  in  smoothness  and  shape,  and  for  this  reason  many  of  the 
U.S.  no.  2's  are  running  larger  than  the  l's. 

gb.'   T70i.l0NE;  SUMMARIES  ISSUED  *•' 

During  the  past  week,  the  following  additional  summaries  of  field  deals 
were  distributed :- 

"Marketing  Michigan  Potatoes,  1930-31  Season,"  by  R.  E.  Keller. 
"Marketing  Western  New  York  Potatoes,  I93O-3I  Season,"  by  R.  L.  Sutton 
and  A„  L.  Thomas. 


POTATOES  improved  in  eastern  and  central  States'  last  month,  so  that 
the  October  crop  report  was  kfo  greater  than  that  for  September.    A  total  crop 
of  about  375.000,000  bushels  is  now  forecast,  compared  with  3^3»000,000  last 
year  and  a  five-year  average  of  about  381,000,000  bushels.     Conditions  in  the 
lest  remained  almost  unchaged  during  the  month,  with  production  much  below 
that  ox  last  season. 
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3b.    UNSETTLED  APPLE  MARKETS  ITT  PACLUIC  HORTHWEST 

The  following  paragraphs  were  written  by  T.  R.  Hall,  of  the  Seattle 
office,   in  a  review  dated  October  15*-' 

"Apple  shipments  have  fallen  "below  those  of  last  season,  although  the 
total  United  States  production  is  larger.    Aside  from  the  limiting  effects  of 
low  prices  in  home  and  foreign  markets,  the  grading  quality  of  the  crop  in 
some  sections  has  "been  inpaired  so  much  "by  insects  and" weather-damage  that  the 
quantity  of  saleable  fruit  is  below  expectations . 

weg,       "Extremely  unsettled  conditions  in  many  of  the  export  markets  for  north- 

ysboxed  apples  and  a  free  movement  from  many  middlewestern  and  northeastern 
producing  districts  into  nearby  markets,  are  two  bothersome  factors  for  Pacific 
Coast  apple  shippers.    The  quality  of  the  domestic  crop,  especially  in  the  Mid- 
dle West,  is  good  this  season,  and  fall  varieties  are  competing  directly  with 
the  northwestern  boxed  apples  in  the  larger  city  markets.    The  demand  for  Jona- 
thans and  Delicious  is  slow.'   Growers  in  some  districts  are  moving  the  Jonathans 
into  cold  storage,  with  the  intention  of  holding  until  December,  by  which  time 
it  is  thought  the  markets  will  absorb  this  variety.     Small  sizes  for  export 
are  scarce  and  the  larger  sizes  in  some  of  the  earlier  districts  are  .already 
too  ripe .       •  . '  ,  . 

"Very  "low  prices  rude  the  Yakima  Valley  potato  market,  and  trading  is 
draggy.    Track  holdings  in  both  Seattle  and  Portland  are  heavy,  and  the  move- 
ment into  California  and  eastern  markets  is  light.    Digging  is  general  through- 
out the  Valley.    Livestock  is  being  fed  potatoes  by  some  growers,  in  an  effort 
to  dispose  of  the  crop. 

"Vegetable  shipments  from  western  Washington  are  largely  restricted  to 
mixed  car Lots  containing, cauliflower,  celery,  cabbage  and  bunched  vegetables. 
The  Puget  Sound  cauliflower  has  been  favored  by  a  cool,  rainy  September,  and 
quality  this  season  is  good.    Sales  are  being  made  within  a  range  6 $0-80^  per 
pony  crate,  f.o.b.  cash  track.     Celery  is  also  of  good  to  excellent  quality, 
with  the  2- dozen  size  crate  quoted  around  $2.25.     The  Walla  Walla  district  is 
forwarding  several  cars  of  spinach  each  week,  while  Pasco  and  Euphrata  lettuce 
is  now  being  harvested." 

10b.     IT0RTEWESTER3J  APPLE  CROP  REDUCED 

The  October  crop  report,  released  last  week,  showed  an  increase  during 
September  of  375*^00  boxes  in  the  commercial  apple  crop  of  Washington,  but  a 
compensating  reduction  was  reported  for  Oregon.     In  view  of  these  reports,  the 
following  excerpt  is  of  interest.     It  has  been  taken  from  the  Northwestern 
Weekly  Market  Review,  published  by  our  Portland  office  on  October  12:- 

"Thc  northwestern  apple  harvest  is  progressing  rapidly,  with  the  picking 
season  soon  to  draw  to  a.  close.     Shipments  to  date  are  behind  those  of  last 
year,  but  ahead  in  so  far  as  the  percentage  of  the  crop  already  moved  is  con- 
cerned.   Last  week's  survey  of  the  expected  yield  resulted  in  still  lower 
estimates  for  both  Oregon  and  Washington  sections.    Oregon's  crop  may  not 
aggregate  1,000  cars.    Prom  Wenatchee  come  authentic  reports  that  the  carlot 
movement  from  that  section  may  not  be  more  than  Id, 000  cars,  compared  with  the 
previous  estimate  of  19,000  and  a  July  figure  of  more  than  22,000  cars .  Jona- 
thans, Delicious, and  Spitzenburgs  are  falling  far  below  earlier  expectations. 
More  than  the  usual  amount  of  fruit  will  be  left  on  the  trees  this  year,  on 
account  of  the  very  low  prices  offered  to  growers.    Yakima.'  s  crop  has  been 
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estimated  as  low  as  10,000  cars,  compared  with  earlier  figures  of  lH,000  to 
15,000.    Very  little  buying  is  now  "being  done  for  future  shipment.    Most  of 
the  stock  moving  is  going  into  immediate  consumption  rather  than  into  city 
storages."  r , 

lib.    BSCEHT  DEVELOPMENTS  IN  "JESTERH  HEW  YORK 

i.  L.  Sutton's  report,  dated  October  21  at  Rochester,  includes  the 
following  condensed  statement:-  '■  ■- 

"Summarized  briefly,  the  past  seven-day  period  in  the  marketing  of  west- 
ern and  central  New  York  fruits  and  vegetables  has  developed  as  follows: 
Apples  -  Still  inactive,  most  stock  going  into  storage .    Export  movement  prac- 
tically at  a  standstill.    Fears  -  Hot  much  fruit  being  offered,  and  demand 
slow.    Generally  too  few  sales  being  reported  tjo  quote.    Grapes  -  Peak  of  sea- 
son over,     warm  weather  slowing  down  demand  in  Finger  Lakes  region.    This  sec- 
tion more  nearly  completed  in  harvesting.    Prices  averaging  higher  from  Finger 
Lakes  district.     Operations  of  juice  plants  reduced  in  Chautauqua-Erie  section. 
Cabbage  -  Movement  heavy.    Market  closing  slightly  weaker.    Distribution  wide- 
spread.   The  domestic  crop  has  mostly  been  moved.    Celery  ■-  Heavy  volumes  mov- 
ing into  storage.    Market  steady  for  good  stock  but  wide  range  in  quality. 
Expect  most  of  late  crop  to  be  cut  within  few  days.    Cold-storage  holdings  in 
western  Hew  York  through  October  lb  amounted  to  33^j39^  crates,  compared  with 
335,621  at  the  same  time  last  season.     The  quantity  on  hand  at  the  tine  of 
this  report  is  greater  than  most  predictions.     Onions  -  Shipments  restricted. 
Prices  nominally  unchanged.    Potatoes  -  Demand  improving  and  market  closing 
slightly  higher.    Haulings  rather  light.    It  has  been  an  item  of.  interest  to 
notice  a  few  cars  of  seed  stock  going  into  Hew  Brunswick.    Carrots  -  Holding 
mostly  steady;  occasional  stronger  tendency." 

WEHDELL  CALHOUH, 
Marketing  Specialist 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OP  MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


Stations 

Mail 
List 

1     In  Charge 

j Re  ports 

Pirst  . 
Bulletin 

probably 
will  close  ' 

FRESNO,  CALIF.** 
212  Holland  Bldg. 

|S19 

:  A.  E  .  Prugh 

'■  Grapes 

•  July  22 

Nov.  7 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y.  ** 
D-310  Triangle  Bldg. 

"s37 

'  R.  L.  Sutton  ' 

Pears 

Onions 

Carrots 

Cabbage 

Celery 

Apples 

Peaches* 

Grapes 

Potatoes 

:  Sept.  2 
:  Sept.  2 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  23 
Oct.  5 

Nov.  7 
Apr.  9 

May  21 
Mar . 26 
Jan.  9 

■May  21 

Oct.  3* 

Oct.  31 

May  21 

PRESOJJE  ISLE,  ME.** 
Hedrich  Block 

V.H.Nicholson 

Potatoes 

Sept.  10 

Apr.  30 

WAUPACA,  WIS.** 

Court  House 

89H 

A.M.  McDowell 

Potatoes 

Sept.  lU 

Mar. '26 

MARTIN3BURG,  W.  VA. 
9  County  Covrt  Pious e 

R.M.  Peterson 

Apples 

Sept.  15 

Nov.  lU 

IDAHO  PALLS,  IDAHO 
230  federal  Bldg. 

R. "G-.  Risser 

Potatoes 

Sept.  17 

May  7 

BROWNSVILLE,  TEXAS  ** 
Chamber  of  Commerce 

931 

W.  D.  Googe  . 

Citrus  ' 
Vegetables 

Oct.  15 
Jan .  1 

Mar.  1 
June  1 

WINTER  HAVEN,  PLA.**  : 
DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg.   ' : 

920 

H.  P.  Will son 

Citrus 

Oct.  19  ■ 

May  1^ 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.**  \ 
kl2  P.  0.  Bldg.          .  j 

895  : 

R.  E.  Keller 

Apples 
Onions 
Potatoes 

Oct.  30 
Oct.  30 
Oct.  30 

•  Nov.  7 
Apr.  2 

May  lU 

The  foi: 

.owing  station  will  close  on  date  indicated: 

BENTON  HARBOR,  MICH.** 
205  P.  0.  Bldg.  i 

838 

R.  -E.  Keller 

Appftes 
Pears  : 
Peaches  : 
Grapes  ; 
Onions 
Potatoes  ' 

Aug.  20 
Aug.  28 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  21 

Oct.  5 

Oct.  5 

Oct.  28 

Oct.  7 

Sept.  19 
Oct.  28 
Oct.  28 
Oct.  28 

**  State  cooperating  *  Reports  discontinued 


W.  P.  Cox  in  San  Francisco  J.  B.  Owens  in  Chicago 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Portland  K.  S.  Rutland  at  Willi ston,  PI  a. 

PI  ELD  1C3N  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 
in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 


6i6 
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\  T  IHSPECTIOIT  SERVICE 


1  c .     PLEASE  FOLD  CERTIFICATES  TOGETHER,  HOT  1'IDIVIDUALLY  ' 

Inspection  certificates,  -  particularly  those  from  shipping  points,  - 
are  arriving  in  the  Washington  office  in  large  quantities,  and  a  lot  of  work 
is  involved  sinroly  in  unfolding  and  straightening  out  these  certificates. 

All  (^clerksT^)  inspectors  or  supervisors  who  ma.il  copies  to  Washington 
are  again  asked  to  cooperate  by  folding  the  certificates  together  in  large 
bunches,  rather  than  fold  each  one  separately.    A  great  deal  of  time  and  labor 
will  be  saved  in  the  Washington  office,   if  you  will  please  remember  this  sim- 
ple but  very  important  point. 

The  daily  average  in  Washington  is  more  than  1,000  copies,  and  it  would 
necessitate  employing  an  additional  clerk  to  open  up  these  certificate  copies, 
when  folded  individually. 

2c .    UirUSUAL  COIE'ITIOUS  III  AROOSTOOK  COlBiTY,  MAIlff 

G-.  Ray  Warren,  Supervising  Inspector,  ■  wrote  as  follows  in  a  letter  of 
October  14  from  Caribou,  Maine :- 

"I  thought  you  might  be  interested  in  knowing  something  about  conditions 
in  Aroostook  County  this  season: 

"Farmers  have  been  rather  slow  about  digging,  for  several  reasons. 
When  they  started  to  dig  Mountains,  there  was  a  week  of  rainy  weather.  Then 
they  were  discouraged  over  the  low  prices  and  had  no  money  to  finance  digging 
operations.    They  have  been  forced  to  cut  digging-crews  and  depend  more  on 
their  families  to  help.    This  has  slowed  up  things.    However,  harvesting  will 
be  about  S5r  completed  by  the  end  of  this  week.    There  are  rumors  that  some 
farmers  will  not  dig  their  entire  crop,  but  I  doubt  that.    If  the  weather  re- 
mains good,   I  believe  practically  all  potatoes  will  be  harvested. 

"Shipments  have  been  light  this  season,  as  compared  with  other  seasons. 
To  da.te  about  5,500  cars  have  been  moved,  compared  with  9,000  cars  in  1930  and 
about  12,000  in  1329 .  The  increased  acreage  plus  the  light  shipments  have  put 
winter  storage  at  a  premium.  Potatoes  are  now  stored  in  barns,  cellars  of 
dwelling-houses,  hen-houses  .and  store  basements.  Most  farmers  were  forced  to 
sell  at  the  prevailing  low  prices  (30^-U0^  per  barrel)  because  they  had  no 
storage  or  to  get  money  to  pay  the  pickers.  Before  freezing  weather  sets  in,- 
which  will  be  in  a  couple  of  weeks,  -  potatoes  must  be  removed  from  the  unpro- 
tected places  and  be  shipped.  After  that,  most  people  believe  shipments  will 
be  extremely  light  until  prices  go  up  to  about  $1  per  barrel;  then  banks  and 
fertilizer  companies  will  force  many  to  sell.  Potatoes  at  present  prices  are 
not  worth  what  it  costs  to  dig,  haul,  store  and  insure  them.  I  imagine  there 
will  be  very  little  activity  until  about  the  middle  of  January. 

"We  have  had  from  12  to  1^-  inspectors  working,  but  will  cut  the  number 
down  to  10  this  coming  Saturday  night.    By  the  end  cf  last  week  we  had  inspect- 
ed only  about  kkO  cars,  as  against  three  times  that  many  last  year." 


STRAWBERRY  ACREAGE  for  picking  in  1932  may  be  about  22$  larger  than 
that  harvested  this  year;  most  increase  is  expected  in  second-early  and  inter- 
mediate Sta,tes  next  season. 
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3c .    $2,000,000  CARGO  OF  DATES  FROM  FEES IAH  GULF  IH  27  DAYS 

Trie  Few  York  Tines  for  October  18  published  the  following  interesting  ■ 
item,  which  wr s  forwarded  "by  17.  W.  Anderson,  of  the  Montreal  office:- 

'    '    '  Kohistan,  -  Date  Ship,-  Arrives,  Winning;  Rp.cc 
Brings  $2,000,000  Cargo  from  the  Persian  Gulf  in  27  Days, 
Equaling  Record  for  the  Trip. 

"Tar  ahead  of  her  nearest  competitor,  the  date  ship,  Kohistan,  reached 
Eew  York  Harbor  late  yesterday  with  the  season's  first  shipment  of  dates  from 
the  Persian  Gulf,  equaling  the  record  time  set  last  year  lay  her  sister  ship, 
the  Gorjistan,  which  docked  in  t went y-s even  days  cut  of  Busrey.     This  year  the 
annual  race,  which  is  watched  with  interest  by  fruit  merchants  because  the 
first  arrival  sets  the  market  price,  had  nothing  of  the  aspects  of  a  competi- 
tion, for  the  Gorjistan  will  not  reach  port  for  another  ten  days,  having 
started  late. 

"As  soon  as  the  Kohistan  docked  at  Pier  1,  Bush  Terminal,  last  night, 
waiting  stevedores  and  workmen  "began  unloading  and  checking  off  the  cargo-,  and 
worked  all  night  to  get  the  dates  off  for  transshipment.    Meanwhile,  Captain 
J.  Baum,  master  of  the  liner,  received  the  silver  loving  cup  donated  each  year 
"by  the  cargo  consignees,  the  Kills  Brothers  Company  of  dlO  Washington  Street. 
This  trophy  will  "be  kept  by  the  winning  crew  until  next  year,  when  it  again 
goes  to  the  winner.     It  must  be  won  thrice  for  permanent  possession. 

"Officials  of  the  company  said  the  Kohistan  had  brought  in  a  $2,000,000 
cargo,  or  approximately  8,000  tons  of  Hallowi  and  S&yer  dates  grown  on  the  site 
of  the  Garden  of  Eden.    Packed  in  70-pound  boxes,  the  fru.it  was  loaded  into 
waiting  train  cars  and  within  forty-eight  hours  of  arrival,  the  company  esti- 
mated, 100  carloads  would  be  on  their  way  westward,  the  remainder  to  be  kept 
here  for  the  Hew  York  market." 

4 c .     CHANGES  Oil  LIST  OP  PAST-DDE  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  should  be  add ed  t o  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 

LIcPavitt  Brothers  Brownsville,  Texas  $1.00. 
Carey,  G.  A.  Plant  City,  Florida  $4.00 

(Change  previous  charge  of  $4.00  to  Carey  from  Moultrie,  Ga.,  to  Plant 
City,  Fla.) 

(This  makes  a  total  of  $8.00  against  G.  A..  Carey) 

The  following  should  be  t.-ken  from  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 

Gravis,  Frank  J.  Alice,  Texas  $4.00 
Mackay  &  Lehman,  Weslaco,  Texas  $8 .00 

($3.00  still  due  from  Mackay  &  Lehman) 

5c    BULLET  I  IT  OH  TOMATO  LATE-BLIGHT  ROT 

Enclosed  with  this  D.  L.,  each  inspector  will  receive  a  copy  of 
U.S.D.A.  Circular  Ho.  169,  on  "Tomato  Late-Blight  Rot,  a  Serious  Transit  and 
Market  Disease,"    Authors  are  Dr.  G.  B.  Ramsey  .and  Mrs.  Alice  Allen  Bailey,  of 
B.P.I.  .  . 

■  .       ,  R.  C.  BUTH3R, 

Supervisor  of  Inspection 
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REGULATORY  ACTIVITIES 


le.  SCI 

3DUI 

M  OF  PUBLIC  HEARINGS  UNDER  THE  P.A.C.  ACT 

Below 

is  a  schedule  of 

hearings,  to  be  held  under  the  P„A.C.  Act:- 

Date 

Place 

Names  of  Parties 

October 

22 

New  York  City 

M.  H.  Watson  Sales  Agency  vs.  Wm.  Shapiro,  Incl 

11 

23 

.  Newark,  N.  J. 

H.  S.  Norman  vs.  Paul  Rothraan,  Inc. 

n 

New  York  City- 

Demase  &  Morgan  Co.  vs.  Jill  Bros.,  Inc. 

11 

26 

New  Kaven,  Conn. 

Shouldice  &  Surabian  vs.  Conn.  Prt.&  Produce  Co. 

11 

27 

Worcester,  Mass. 

Jr.  Jr.  Hoy  vs.  buancia.ru.  .bruit  00. 

11 

2S 

Bangor,  Maine 

United  Fruit  Stores  vs.  W.  H.  Martin 

11 

30 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

BaJdwin-Popo  Go     .Anthony  Leon  &  Frank  Leon, 

trading  as  Leon  Bros. 

11 

31 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Magee  &  Nixon,  Inc.  vs.  Joseph- Rothenberg . 

November 

2 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

Musselman  vs.  City  Produce  &  C-. .  Co. 

11 

3 

n 

Atlantic  Coast  produce  Co.  vs.  Bloom,  Rosenblum- 

Klein  Co. 

ti 

14 

11 

Georgia  State  Bureau  of  Markets  vs.  K.B.Pocock 

it 

5 

Mansfield,  Ohio 

Baker  Produce  Co.  vs.  Central  Fru.it  &  Grocery  Co 

11 

6 

Youngs town,  Ohio 

K.  W.  King  Company                vs.  Mathew  Mercurio  & 

Company . 


F.  G.  ROBB,  in  Charge 


OFFICE  NOTES : 

B.  C.  Boree  expects  to  spend  the  coming  week  at  the  market-news  offices 
in  the  Pacific  Northwest  and  probably  will  reach  California  about  November  1. 

R.  L.  Spangler  returned  to  the  Washington  office  a  few  days  ago,  after 
having  spent  10  weeks  in  the  West,  particularly  in  California,  in  the  interest 
of  standardization  work.    He  is  on  annual  leave  this  week. 

Paul  M.  Williams,  in  charge  of  the  grading  work  on  canned  fruits  and 
vegetables,  expects  to  leave  Washington  by. Sunday  and  spend  about  a  week  in 
New  York  City,  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  (Delaware)  and  other  eastern  points, 
discussing  grades  for  canned  products  with,  chain-stores,  wholesale  groceries, 
warehousemen,  and  other  interested  parties.    He  will  also  i/btain  .information 
on  the  basis  of  which  a  decision  can  be  reached  as  to  the  best  location  for  a 
permanent  grading  office  in  the  eastern  States. 

Judge  R.  L.  Dillman,  of  the  Solicitor's  Office,  and  Miss  Wilda  Daish 
(stenographer)  have  gone  to  various  points  at  which  public  hearings  arc  to  be 
held  under  the  P.A.C, Act.    They  conducted  a  hearing  in  New  Y0rk  City  yester- 
day, are  in  Newark  today,  and  will  hold- another  hearing  in  New  Y0rk  on  Satur- 
day.   They  will  then  proceed  to  points  in  Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  Maine, 
western  New  York,  and  Ohio,  as  outlined  in  the  schedule  of  hearings,  printed  in 
another  part  of  this  D.L.    Edward  F.  Mynatt,  also  of  the  Solicitor's  Office, 
will  attend  the  hearings  in  Now  York  City  and  Newarlc,  and  then  will  probably 
return  to  Washington. 


  # 
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0FFIC3  1T0TES  (COHT'D): 

R.  3.  Keller  plans  to  close  the  Benton  Harbor s  Mich.,  field  station 
next  Wednesday  and  will  "begin  market  reports  at  Grand  Rapids  on  Friday. 

C.  H.  Walleigh,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch  in  Washington,  plans  to  spend 
the  ne::t  t-.vo  weeks  at  various  points  in  Hew  Jersey,  Hew  York,  Connecticut  and 
Massachusetts,  investigating  special  cases  in  connection  with  the  enforcement 
of  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

Among  visitors  to  the  Washington  office  this  week  was  J.  P.  Klein,  a 
former  member  of  the  market-news  staff,  who  is  now  connected  with  the  Porto 
Rican  Fruit.  Growers  Improvement  Committee.    He  is  in  the  city  to  attend  hear- 
ings before  the  Tariff  Commission  on  products  produced  in  Porto  Rico.  We 
regret  to  learn  that  Mr.  Klein's  wife  is  very  seriously  ill  at  Mayo 1 s  Clinic, 
Rochester,  Minn. 

Sympathy  is  extended  to  Miss  Prances  0.  Myers,  of  the  Chicago  inspection 
office,  in  the  death  recently  of  her  mother.     Interment  was  at  Takoma  Park,  Md, 
Miss  Myers  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Washington  staff  and  the  family  home 
was  at  Takoma  Park,  a  suburb  of  this  city. 

S.  W.  Russell,  of  the  Hew  York  City  office,  has  not  yet  been  able  to 
return  to  duty  since  his  tonsil  operation  about  10  days  ago,  but  the  improve- 
ment in  his  condition  indicates,  that  he  may  soon  again  be  at  his  desk. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  Mr.  and  Mrs,  H.  C.  McCoy  on  the  arrival 
in  their  home  of  a  9-pound  daughter,  Boris  Louise,  on  OctobBr  10.    Mr.  McCoy 
is  a  member  of  the  Hew  York  City  inspection  staff. 

C.  D.  Schoolcraft,  of  the  Betroit  market-news  office,  advises  that  his 
residence  address  is  changed  to  1250  Hubbard  Ave.;  phone  Lafayette  66^. 
John  W.  Coleman,  of  the  Hew  Orleans  market-news  office,  has  changed  his  resi- 
dence address  to  5^17  West  End  Blvd.,  but  his  phone  number  is  unchanged.  Flease 
note  these  corrections  on  all  copies  of  the  Market  Station  Address  List. 

On  the  list  of  Temporary  Headquarters  of  Shipping-Point  Inspection  Work, 
as  published  on  page  6^3  °f  last  week's  B.  L.,  please  extend  the  period  of 
service  for  J.  A.  Marks,  at  Brocton,  IT.  Y.,   to  about  November  10,  and  change 
the  length  of  A.  S.  Mason's  assignment  in  Porto  Rico  to  at  least  March  1. 

THE  LEASED  WIRE  service  will  be  resumed  to  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  on  Monday,  Hovember  2.    The  circuit  to  Hew  Orleans  is  not 
expected  to  be  reopened  until  later  in  the  winter,  when  the  active  shipping 
season  for  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  products  begins.    Relays  to  Hew  Orleans 
and  to  the  State  office  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  will  continue  to  be  handled  for 
the  present  from  the  Atlanta  office. 
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la.    BE  CAREFUL  IN  THE.  USE  OF  TELEGRAMS 

Under  date  of  October  15,  the  Chief  of  Bureau  sent  the  following  memo- 
randum to  all  Division  Leaders.     The  message  of  caution  is  passed  along  to 
all  employees  in  the  field,  with  the  request  that  strict  attention  be  given 
these  instructions : - 

"Your  attention  from  time  to  time  has  been  called  to  the  unnecessary 
use  of  telegraph  service  in  the  Bureau.    A  careful  review  of  the  telegrams 
received  by  and  sent  out  from  the  Bureau  indicates  that  we  can  effect  a 
material  saving  by  giving  more  care  to  the  use  of  this  means  of  communication. 

"There  is  a  great  tendency  to  put  on  the  wire (both  the  leased  and  com- 
mercial) messages,  the  information  contained  in  which  could  just  as  well  be 
sent  by  mail.     It  is  also  noted  that  a  number  of  telegrams  are  sent  out  by 
the  Bureau  by  commercial  wire  in  response  to  telegraphic  inquiries,  such  as 
requests  for  information  as  to  whether  applicants  have  passed  examinations 
and  similar  inquiries  which  are  of  a  strictly  personal  character.     If  the 
incoming  telegram  does  not  specify  an  answer  by  wire  collect,  the  answer  to 
such  inquiry  should  be  made  by  mail. 

"There  is  also  a  tendency  toward  lengthy  telegrams.    Please  bear  in 
mind,  in  preparing  telegrams,  that  every,  word  must  be  paid  for  in  commercial 
telegrams  and  that  every  unnecessary  word  sent  over  the  leased  wire  ties  up 
that  wire  for  the  length  of  time  required  to  send  such  material. 

"It  is  requested  that  you  instruct  those  employees  under  your  super- 
vision, who  have  responsibility  for  the  handling  of  these  matters,  to  see 
that  more  care  is  used  in  the  use  of  the  telegraph  and  in  the  preparation 
of  telegrams." 


2a.     WHAT  IS  DONE  WITH  CANNED  GOODS  AFTER  GRADING 

The  Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Grading  Project  has  been  busy  on  com- 
mercial work.    A  very  heavy  volume  of  grading  has  also  been  done  for  Govern- 
ment departments,  such  as  the  Veterans'  Administration,  the  Prison  Bureau  of 
the  Department  of  Justice,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  Department  of 
the  Interior,  and  the  General  Supply  Committee  which  serves  local  institu- 
tions -  St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital,  Gallinger  Hospital,  and  penal  institutions. 

A  rather  preplexing  problem  arose  in  connection  with  the  disposition  of 
cut  samples  of  merchandise,  after  they  have  been  graded.    At  the  present  time, 
many  gallons  are  being  supplied,  after  grading,  to  charitable  institutions,  sue! 
as  the  Central  Union  Mission  and  Gospel  Mission  in  Washington,  the  Salvation 
Army  in  Chicago  and  in  Louisville,  and  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm  near 
Eas ton,  Maryland . 

Additional  grading  offices  are  planned.     Microanalytical  work  will 
also  probably  be  undertaken  on  some  canned  products  after  January  1. 

(Page  621) 
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I  MARKET  NEWS  SSRVI CE 


lb .     LOW  RETURNS  FOR  APPLES  117  STATS  0?  WASHINGTON 

The  following  comments  on  northwestern  apples  appeared  in  a  review  of 
October  19,  published  by  the  Portland  office :- 

"Probably  close  to  one-half  of  north-central  Washington's  apple  crop 
has  already  moved  to  market.     The  entire  output  from  the  State  of  Washington 
this  season  may  not  aggregate  30>000  cars,  compared  with  ^5.000  last  season. 
Although  prices  of  Washington  apples  are, very  .low,  they  are  bringing  in  some 
instances  two  to  three  times  as  much  in  terminal  markets  as  those  from  other 
sections  of  the  country.    Packing,  harvesting  and  transportation  costs  are 
leaving  very  low  returns  to  growers.    Most  of  the  apples  from  Wenatchee  are 
moving  east  and  into  active  consumption.    Yakima  stock  is  going  generally 
into  storage.    Cold  and  common  storage  in  Yakima  is  reported  adequate  to 
take  care  of  the  entire  crop,  if  necessary.    Most  of  Wenatchee 's  rollers  are 
moving  unsold,  and  this  factor  is  having  a  rather  depressing  effect  on  east- 
ern markets.    Poor  export  inquiry  and  trade  has  added  to  difficulties  of  mar- 
keting the  part  of  the  crop  that  must  move  into  immediate  consumption." 

2b.     BRIEF  MARKET  NOTES  PROM  THE  NORTHWEST 

T.  R.  Hall  included  the  following  remarks  in  a  review  dated  October  22  j 
at  Seattle:-  i 

"Northwestern  boxed  apples  are  meeting  a  very  slow  demand  from  domestic  " 
markets.    Some  inquiry  is  reported  for  small-sized  Jonathans,  but  dealers  who 
have  stocks  in  -storage  are  reluctant  about  segregating  sizes  and  are  hoping 
to  sell  all  various  sizes  later.     The  f.o.b.  cash  market  at  Yakima  Valley 
shipping  points  for  Extra  Fancy  Jonathans,  l'o3's  and  larger,  is  generally 
$1-$1.10,.  .with  Fancy  at  S0^-90<^.    Delicious  are  meeting  a  slow  demand; 
prices  for  Extra  Fancy  generally  range  $1.U0-$1.^5  ^n(l  Fancy  $1.10-$1.15« 

"The  Yakima  Valley  potato  market  is  weak  and  more  or  less  demoralized. 
Some  shipments  are  rolling  on  consignment.    Onions  are  generally  steady  to 
firm  at  Yakima  Valley  shipping  points,  and  a  fairly  good  demand  prevails  in 
Coast  markets.    Trade  estimates  place  probable  storage-holdings  yet  in  the 
Yakima  Valley  around  350  cars.    Rutabagas  are  meeting  a  fairly  satisfactory 
demand  in  Coast  markets,  and  squash  supplies  are  plentiful." 

3b .     OREGON  CAULIFLOWER  MOVEMENT  ACTIVE 

B.  S.  Surry,  who  is  located  in  the  Portland  office,  sent  the  following 
report  under  date  of  October  23:- 

"The  Oregon  cauliflower  season  is  becoming  more  active,,  with  approxi- 
mately 170  cars  loaded  to  date,  compared  with  about  25  last  year.    Quality  is 
rapidly  improving,  due  to  rain  this  week,  which  came  at  the  tine  when  needed 
most  for  development  of  the  late  crop.:   F.o.b.  prices  have  dropped  to  a.  low 
level,  on  account  of  liberal  track-holdings  in  the  East  and  the  quality 
offered.    Most  cars  loaded  at  Portland  have  been  sold  for  cash,  with  very  few 
rollers  or  usual-terms  sales.     Cash  sales  have  ranged  60^-75^  T?Qr  crate  dur- 
ing  the  past  week.    Demand  has  been  generally  quite  active,  and  shippers  have  I 
found. little  difficulty. in  selling  their  output  from  day  to  day." 
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1+b.     TEXAS  GRAPEFRUIT  MOSTLY  OF  SMALL  SIZE  . 

Additional  information  regarding  Texas  grapefruit  and  snap  beans  is 
contained  in  the  following  letter  of  October  25  from  W.  D.  Googe,  at  Browns- 
ville:- 

" Grapefruit  shipments  from  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  so  far  are  lower 
than  anticipated,  due  mostly  to  small  sizes  and  consequent  poor  prices.  The 
Duncan  crop  is  pretty  well  cleaned  up,  and  the  Marsh  Seedless  will  not  move  in 
appreciable  volume  before  the  middle  of  November.     Some  few  cars  of  the  latter 
have  already  been  shipped,  but  sizes  are  small  and  sugar  and  juice  content  have 
been  nothing  extra.     Shippers  are  quoting  this  variety  for  prompt  shipment  on 
the  basis  of  $2.50  per  box  for  SO's  and  larger,  and  25^  lower  for  smaller 
sizes,  f.o.b.  usual  terms. 

"The  weather  continues  hot,  and  so  far  the  long-awaited  rains  have  not 
fallen.    During  the  last  10  days,  growers  have  been  watering  their  citrus 
groves  in  an  effort  to  increase  sizes  and  weight  of  the  fruit,  and  this  will 
delay  maturity.    Unless  the  fruit  is  improved  by  this  delayed  irrigation,  it 
is  estimated  that  a  large  portion  of  this  season's  shipments  of  Marsh  Seedless 
grapefruit  will  be  smaller  than  SO1 s,  with  a  majority  ranging  126' s  to  150' s. 
There  is  considerable  argument  about  whether  or  not  watering  at  this  time  will 
have  much  effect  on  the  size  of  the  fruit. 

"A  rather  active  movement  of  l.c.l.  quantities  of  snap  beans  developed 
during  the  last  three  days  of  this  week,  practically  all  of  which  went  to 
Texas  cities.     Growers  ?/ere  paid  mostly  $1.75  Per  bushel  hamper.     The  fall 
crop,  however,  will  be  exceedingly  light,  on  account  of  the  dry,  hot  weather. 
All  fall  and  winter  vegetables  are  making  poor  progress,  as  a  result  of  the 
weather  conditions." 


5b.    lISCiOIISDI  POTATO  MARKET  REMAINS  UNCHANGED 

A.  M.  McDowell  wrote  as  follows  from  Waupaca  in  a  letter  of  October  25:- 

"Digging  of  Wisconsin  potatoes  is  now  almost  completed.    Friday's  rain 
interfered  with  the  harvesting  of  the  last  of  the  crop,  but  with  two  or  three 
days  of  good  weather  the  remainder  should  all  be  out  of  the  ground.  Yields 
are  generally  below  normal  but  are  considerably  higher  than  most  growers  ex- 
pected to  realize  six  or  eight  weeks  ago. 

"Deliveries  to  warehouses  have  been  rather  light  the  last  few  days. 
The  very  mild  weather  prevailing  has  been  favorable  to  farm  storing  in  pits 
and  on  barn  floors.    Dealers  believe  that,  when  cold  weather  comes,  there 
will  be  a  temporary  increase  in  haulings,  as  farmers  move  their  stock  in 
from  the  less-protected  places. 

"Despite  better  demand  and  higher  prices  in  many  of  the  producing  dis- 
tricts during  the  past  week,  there  was  no  improvement  in  the  Wisconsin  potato 
situation.  Demand  was  slow  and  the  market  generally  dull,  with  prices  almost 
unchanged.  With  heavier  shipments  from  Michigan,  the  Wisconsin  potatoes  are 
being  largely  shut  out  of  markets  in  Ohio  and  eastern  Indiana  and  are  having 
to  find  an  outlet  in  the  smaller  towns  in  Illinois  and  Iowa.  A  slightly  in- 
creasing percentage  of  the  shipments  is  being  sent  to  southern  markets." 


FBSTS  OF  A  LONG  LIST  of  vegetables  and  fruits  preserved  by  the  quick- 
freezing  process  have  been  made  by  the  State  Experiment  Station  at  Geneva,  New 
York,  cooperating  with  a  commercial  organization.     "Much  remains  to.be  done 
experimentally  before  the  process  can  be  put  to  general  use,"  according  to  sta- 
tion specialist,  "but  it  is  believed  to  be  quite  promising." 
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6b .     A  GOOD  REPORT  PIT  WESTERN  NEW  YORK  CROPS 

The  following  paragraphs  have  been  talcen  from  a  report  of  October  26 
by  R.  L.  Sutton,  of  the  Rochester  office :- 

"Marketing  activity  in  the  shipping  sections  of  western  and  central 
New  York  last  week  showed  no  conspicuous  variation  over  previous  performance. 
Cabbage  moved  in  heavy  volume,  and  the  into-storage  movement  of  celery  was 
rapid.    Holdings  through  last  week  will  be  near  the  maximum  amount  for  the 
season.    Apples  moved  slowly  and  were  generally  dull.    Poars  assumed  very 
little  importance  from  standpoints  of  volume  of  movement  or  trading  activity. 
Grapes  moved  in  heavy  volumes  at  lower  prices.    Juice  plants  were  less  active, 
especially  after  midweek. 

"The  height  of  the  grape  shipments  was  reached  last  week, -just  a  week 
later  than  was  anticipated  when  our  last  report  was  written.    On  account  of 
the  juice  plants  taking  a  lesser  amount,  heavier  volumes  were  loaded  in  c ars 
for  movement  to  market.    Prices  showed  decided  declines,  with  some  sales  re- 
ported in  the  Chautauqua-Erie  section  as  low  as  $20  per  ton  for  carloads,  in- 
cluding baskets.     In  the  Finger  Lakes'  district,  dealers  have  been  reluctant 
to  sell  under  $%0,  there  being  cases  where  carloads  have  been  unloaded  for 
truckers,  in  order  to  maintain  reasonable  price  levels.     Hie  juice  plants  in 
the  Chautauqua-Erie  section  have  sharply  curtailed  their  operations,  it  being 
reported  that  most  of  the  plants  are  practically  through  receiving  grapes. 
Catawbas  are  just  getting  under  way  in  the  Finger  Lakes  section  and  a  nice 
crop  of  this  variety  is  reported  to  be  on  the  vines. 

"The  apple  market  continues  mostly  dull.     Sales  have  been  scattered. 
There  is  a  tendency  for  more  of  the  shipments  to  be  consigned  or  handled  in 
other  methods  than  by  f.o.b.  selling.    The  placing  of  apples  in  storage  con- 
tinues to  occupy  attention  of  most  of  the  growers.    Practically  none  of  the 
shipments  of  last  week  indicated  the  fruit  to  be  destined  for  foreign  markets. 

"The  improvement  in  the  potato  market  served  as  a  well-needed  note  of 
encouragement  to  the  potato  growers  and  shippers,  but  the  stimulation  seemed 
to  be  rather  hard  to  maintain  toward  the  latter  part  of  the  week." 

7b .     LONG  ISLAM)  CAULIFLOWER  SEASON  HASTENING  TO  A  CLOSE 

E.  R.  Biddle,  of  the  New  York  City  office,  sent  the  following  in- 
formation in  a  letter  of  October  28:- 

"The  Long  Island  cauliflower  season  is  now  probably  at  its  height, 
6,000  crates  being  sold  at  auction  yesterday  at  prices  ranging  90^-$1.25» 
The  open  weather  of  the  past  week  has  hastened  maturity  of  the  'flower,  ' 
and  it  looks  as  though  the  season  will  come  to  a  close  sooner  than  ex- 
pected.   Unless  a  cold  wave  should  suddenly  make  its  appearance,  only  small 
quantities  will  be  shipped  after  the  coming  week." 


7ib .     STORAGE  HOLDINGS  OF  NSW  YORE  CELERY 

A  report . released  by  the  Rochester  office  on  Monday  showed  a  total  of 
H 7^,380  crates  of  celery  in  western  New  York  cold-storage  houses  through 
Friday,  October  23.     This  is  an  increase  of  1^0,000  crates  over  the  previous 
week  and  about  37,000  greater  than  the  axiiount  on  hand  at  the  corresponding 
time  last  season.     The  present  week  will  see  the  storage  holdings  increased, 
but  the  quantity  that  moves  out  may  tend  to  make  little  change  in  the  net  tota 


Division  Letter,  October  30,  1931 


813  •     A  FLURRY  Ig  THE  MADTE  POTATO  MARKET 

The  following  interesting  information  came  in  a  letter  of  October  2h 
from  V.  H.  Nicholson,  at  Pre  s  que  Isle:- 

" Maine  potato  market  strengthened  during  the  first  part  of  the  week, 
hut  the  volume  of  sales  later  fell  off  and  there  was  very  little  trading 
yesterday  (Friday) .     Today,  most  shippers  are  lowering  their  prices  to 
growers  and  the  movement  is  very  slow  at  prevailing  prices  of  around  jO^-GO<^ 
hulk  per  barrel. 

"Most  factors  claim  that  the  activity  of  this  week  has  been  caused  by 
the  chain  stores  buying  rather  heavily,  in  order  to  fill  their  boat  which  was 
due  to  clear  Searsport  late  this  v;ook«    Other  factors  attempted  to  meet  the 
competition  by  chartering  boats  out  of  Searsport,  but,  while  shippers  and 
growers  would  fill  orders  for  a  few  cars  at  prices  prevailing  last  week,  . 
there  was  an  immediate  tightening  up,  when  a  buyer  attempted  to  purchase  in 
large  blocks  such  as  would  be  necessary  to  load  boats  out  of  Searsport. 

"One  result  of  the  recent  price  fluctuation  has  been  the  increased  in- 
terest of  the  growers  in  the  small  percentage  of  the  crop  remaining  in  the 
fields.    A  few  fields  wovJLd  probably  have  been  abandoned,  but,  when  the 
street  price  rose  to  55^~70^»  most  of  the  remaining  fields  were  harvested. 

"Weather  conditions  have  been  quite  favorable  the  past  two  or  three 
weeks.    While  there  has  been  some  frost  and  the  temperatures  have  dropped 
below  freezing  point  on  several  occasions,  no  damage  from  cold  weather  has 
been  reported.     Most  of  the  crop  is  sheltered  sufficiently  to  withstand  tem- 
peratures below  the  freezing  mark,  although  there  is  some  stock  that  will 
have  to  be  moved  soon." 


9° •     A  LARGS  CROP  OF  GOOD  APPLES  I3?T  OHIO 

A.  B.  Farlinger  submitted  the  following  information  in  a  letter  of 
October  26  from  the  Cleveland  office :- 

"Ohio  is  now  marketing  one  of  the  largest  crops  of  apples  ever  pro- 
duced in  the  State,  and  apple  supplies  from  nearby  producing  sections  are 
plentiful  on  the  local  market  and  more  than  supplying  the  local  demand. 

"Quality  of  the  fruit  is  unusually  good,  the  apples  being  free  of 
insect  and  disease  damage,  and  being  well-graded  and  packed.     I  understand 
that  a  larger  percentage  of  the  Ohio  crop  is  being  inspected  at  shipping 
point  this  year  than  during  previous  seasons,  and  this  no  doubt  ,  accounts 
for  the  improvement  in  the  grading  and  packing  of  the  fruit,  which  compares 
favorably  with  that  from  any  other  section. 

"The  bushel  basket  and  tub  is  used  extensively.    However,  local  far- 
mers sell  a  large  volume  of  fruit  packed  in  one-half  bushel  climax  baskets. 
Jonathans,  Ba.ldwins,  Delicious,  Rornes,  Grimes  Golden,  Rhode  Island  Greenings 
and  Golden  Delicious  are  the  principal  varieties  now  on  the  market.     Some  of 
the  stock  is  being  put  in  cold  storage." 

10b .    ADDITIONS  TO  TEE  CODE,  EFFECTIVE  THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  5 

On  the  "D"   (Shipments)  page  of  the  code,  add  the  following: 

DEY —  Aroostook  County  Points. 

On  the  "PA-PE"   (Potato)  page,  add  the  following: 

PEY  -  ungraded 
PE2  -  unclassified 
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lib.     INTERESTING  NOTES  ON  MICHIGAN  CROPS 

R.  E.  Keller  sent  the  following  report  from  Benton  Harbor  -under  date 
of  October  2U.    His  next  report  will  be  from  Grand' Rapids : - 

" GRAPES :  Unusually  good  harvesting  weather  has  favored  Michigan  grape 
farmers.    October  as  a. whole. has  been  quite  mild  and  to  date  free  from  dam- • 
aging  frosts.    As  a  result,  farmers  have  had  a  long  marketing  season,  and 
have  resisted  price  declines  by  lighter  of f erings 1 'gThe  clean-up  of  the  deal 
is  turning  out  to  be  rather  disappointing,  however  ^remaining  supplies  are 
heavy,  said  deteriorating  rapidly.     There  is  little  hope  for  a  recovery,  as 
most  of  the  grapes  will  have. to  be  moved  within  the  next  week.    Few  carlo ts 
are  now  being  loaded;  truck  sales  are  far  more  indicative  of  ruling  values. 
Truckloads  f .o.b.  western  Michigan  points  on  12-quart  Concords  Michigan  No.l 
are  now  ranging  28^-30^,  compared  with  31^-32^  last  Monday-     The  last  few 
weeks  of  the  grape  harvest  have  been  featured  by  an  almost  complete  change 
from  rail  distribution  to  truck  shipments.     Carlot  buyers  started  out  rather 
strong,  but  the  truck  competition  was  too  sharp  and  they  had  to  switch  to 
trucks  to  keep  their  tonnage. 

11  PIT  I  PITS  are  moving  rather  slowly,  with  the  market  continuing  firm. 
Both  farmers  and  shippers  are  holding  for  higher  prices,  offering  mostly 
small  and  poor-quality  stock  for  immediate  consumption.    Shipments  to  date 
are  less  than  half  those  of  a  year  ago. 

"APPLES  are  very  slow  and  dull.    Forwardings  to  storage  and  cider 
plants  are  very  heavy,  and  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  present  movement. 
F.o.b.  salens  are  light,  both  by  rail  and  by  trucks.    Farmers  in  this  immedi- 
ate vicinity,  who  usually  sell  most  of  their  apples  just  as  they  pick  them, 
now  have  their  sheds,  barns,  and  cellars  filled  with  apples.    Likewise,  asso- 
ciations farther  north  have  all  their  storage  space  filled  and  are  shipping 
the  remainder  to  terminal  storages. 

"POTATOES:     The  f.o.b.  potato  returns  have  strengthened  slightly, 
sales  today  being  made  mostly  at  per  cwt.  of  U,S.  No.  1  Russet  Rural s, 

whereas  Monday  the  lowest  sales  were  down  to  pO^.    Michigan's  potato  move- 
.ment,  while  lighter  than  avero,ge,  is  showing  up  much  better  than  a  year  ago, 
912  cars  moving  to  date,  as  against  199  last  season.    A  very  much  wider  dis- 
tribution is  also  being  effected,  especially  in  Ohio  and  West  Virginia,  which 
is  in  contrast  to  last  year,  when  almost  all  of  the  carlot  shipments  were 
destined  to  Detroit,  Michigan." 

12b .     PECLV:-  HEWS  ON  COLORADO  CROPS  AITS  MARKETS 

Bryce  Morris  wrote  as  follows  from  Denver  in  a  letter  of  October  2 ki- 

"Potato  digging  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  has  been  completed,  and  north- 
ern. Colorado  and  the  Montrose  District  will  complete  their  harvest  next  week. 
The  Carbondale  section,  always  the  last  to  finish,  is  now  v/ell  under  way,  and 
all  potatoes  will  be  in  storage  by  the  last  of  next  week.    Although  some  rain 
was  general  throughout  the  State  early  this  week,  no  heavy  freeze  has  been 
experienced  outside  the  mountain  sections. 

"The  cauliflower  season  is  practically  finished,    Probably  not  over 
25  cars  will  yet  move.    Prices  declined  slightly  here  this  week,  with  the 
demand  very  light. 

"With  all  onion  stocks  in  storage,  independent  offerings  have  been 
very  light  recently.    Western  Slope  onions  have  continued  to  move  in  excess 
of  the  volume  offered  in  the  ArkansaS  Valley?''.   Danvers  advanced  about  2F><fi  Vev 


cwt.  during  the  past  week  on  Ho.  1  stock  in  open-mesh  hags.     It  now  seems 
provable  that  at  least  5OQ  ..cars  will  he  shipped  from  the  Western  Slope, 
and  possibly  more. " 


13b.     CALIFORNIA  JUICE  GRAPES  IN  DEMAND  .  " 

The  following  report  of  October  2o  came  from  A.  E.  Prugh,  at  Fresno 

"Last  week  considerable  activity  developed  in  black  juice  grapes. 
Zinfandels  cleaned  up  as  high  as  $47*50  P^r  ton,  and->  with  the  Jersey  City 
auction  advancing  5^-10^  per  day,  Carignanes  and  Alicantes  sold  as  high  as 
$45  Saturday.    ■■With,  colder . weather  in  the  East  and  a  realization  at  last 
that  the  California  crop  was  really  short,  New  York  City  began  to  take  the 
juice  grapes  at-  higher  prices. 

"With  total  California  shipments  to  October  25  around  33,000  cars, 
compared  with  5-5 > 000  to  the  same  date  a  year  ago,  it  is  estimated  that  not 
over  5»000.cars  of  table  and  juice  stock  remain  to  move. 

"The. demand  for  juice  Malagas  was  draggy  until  last  week,  when  the 
f.o.b.  price  advanced  to  $30-$32.50.    Muscats  cleaned  up  around  $50,  with 
some,  wire  sales  as  high  as  $55.     The  auction  price  of  table  Malagas  declined, 
when  poorer  quality  reached  the  markets. 

"The  auction  price  on  Tokays  also  declined,  as  quality  deteriorated 
toward  the. end  of  the  season.    Up  to  October  20,  about  3,750  cars  of  Tokays 
had  moved,  compared  with  6,250  to  the  same  date  a  year  ago.     The  rain  last 
week  in  the  Lodi  district  is  reported  to  have  practically  ended  Tokay  ship- 
ments as  table  stock,  but  some  will  go  out  as  juice  stock,  with  the  present 
good  demand  for  juice  grapes. 

"The  demand  for  Emperors  has  been  draggy,  partly  because  color  has 
been  slow  in  developing  and  partly  because  Tokay  shipments  were  heavier  to- 
ward the  end  of  the  season  than  expected. 

"Present  conditions  indicate  that  very  few  juice  grapes  will  be  avail- 
able after  November  1  except  Malagas.     Sunday  .night ,  temperatures  dropped  to 
a  minimum  of  44  degrees  at  Fresno  and  3S  degrees  at  Lodi.    With  such  weather, 
frosts  are  not  far  away. 

"Comparison  of  weighted  averages  and  number  of  packages  of  leading 
varieties  sold  in  auction  markets  for  the  weeks  ending  October  l6  and  Octo- 
ber 23  this  year  and  October  24  last  year  is  as  follows: 


THOMPSONS 
Avg, 


s. 


Oct.  23|516,27  $1.79 
Oct.  .,16  .'63953  '  $1.78 
Oct.  24 

last  yr| 94974  $1.58 


TABLE  MALAGAS 
ir'kgs.  Avg. 


174200  $1,24 
1573^-S  $1.27 

I2H196  $1.33 


TOKAYS 


CARIGNANES 


Pkgs .' 


Avg.  Pkgs.  Avg. 
1S706S    $1.62  '  $1.11 

141304  $i.gi [296216  $1.03 


ALICANTES 


Pkgs", 


Avg, 

541631  $1.0)4 


217357   $1.4511129325     $1.0711074659  $1.14" 


l4b .     MORE  NOTES  FROM  WESTERN. NEW  YORK 

The  following  additional  statement  was  received  from  Rochester  early 
this  week:  -  "Although  demand  was' mostly  limited,   the  f.o.b.  market  last  week 
held  about  steady  for  celery  of  good  quality.     The  top  price  was  mostly  $2 
for  2/3  crates  of  4-6  dozen.     Some  stock  passing  through  packing  sheds  com- 
manded a  slight  premium  over  the  general  field  pack.     The  shipments  of  celery 
hearts  showed  an  increase.     This  can  probably  be  attributed  to  the  heavier 
stripping  required  on  the  f rost-damaged  celory'o"     Onion  shipments  were  rather 
light  and  market  values  mostly  unchanged.     Carrots  were  slightly  stronger. 

WENDELL  CALHOUN,  Marketing  Specialist 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  39S  SERVICE 


Stations 


iMail: 
List; 


In  Charge 


FRESNO,  CALIF.** 
212  Holland  Bldg. 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.**  . 
D-310  Triangle  Bldg 


919  |A.  E.  Prugh 
S37  :R.  L.  Sutton 


PRESQUE  ISLE,  ME.** 
Hedrich  Block 

WAUPACA,  WIS.** 
Court  House 

MARTINSBURG,  W.  VA. 
9  County  Court  House 

IDAHO  FALLS,  IDAHO 
230  Federal  Bldg. 

BROWNSVILLE,   TEXAS  ** 
Chamber  of  Commerce 

WINTER  HAVEN,  FLA.** 
DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg. 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.** 
1+12  P.  0.  Bldg. 


gl|2  i  V  =  Ni 

gQh  '-.  .  :.:  r . ..  1 1 

S35  i 

gl+5  :R.  G.  Risser 

931  :W.  D.  Googe 


320 


'H.  F.  Willson 


595  :R.  E.  Keller 


i  Reports 


I  First  {Probably 
jBulletin  [will  close 


Grapes 

July  22 

Nov. 

7 

Pears* 

Sept.  2 

Oct, 

27* 

Onions 

Sept.  2 

Apr . 

9 

Carrots 

•  Sept .  2 

May 

21 

Cabbage 

Sept.  2 

Mar. 

26 

Celery 

Sept.  2 

Jan. 

9 

Apples 

Sept.  g 

May 

21 

Peaches* 

Sept.  10 

Oct. 

3* 

Grapes 

Sept.  23 

Oct. 

31? 

Potatoes 

Oct.  5 

May 

21 

Potatoes 

Sept.  10 

Apr. 

30] 

Potatoes 

Sept.  lty 

Mar. 

- 
26 

Apples 

Sept.  15 

Nov. 

11+ 

Potatoes 

Sept.  17 

May 

7 

Citrus 

Oct.  15 

Mar . 

1 

Vegetables 

Jan .  1 

June 

1 

Citrus 

Oct.  19 

May 

lU 

Apples 

Oct,  30 

Nov. 

7 

Onions  . 
Potatoes 


Oct.  30 
Oct.  30 


Apr.  2 

May  111 


**  State  cooperating 

W«  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco 
B.  E.  Surry  in  Portland 


*  Reports'  discontinued 

J.  B.  Owens  in  Chicago 

H.  E.  Rutland  at  Willis  ton,  Fla 


FIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 

in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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j     INSPECTION- SERVICE  1 

lc .    AN  INTERESTING  REPORT  OH  VIRGINIA  APPLE  INSPECTIONS 

T.  W.  Ayres,  Supervising  Inspector  for  Virginia,  wrote  as  follows  in 

a  letter  of  October  2U  from  University,' -Va.  :- 

"This  week  will  be  the  peak  of  the  Virginia  apple  harvest,  with  the 

next  week  nearly  as  large.     The  various  districts  will  issue  about  1,000 

certificates  this  week  on  car  lots  and  cold-storage  lots  under  the  Virginia 

State  lot  nunber. 

11  In  the  Piedmont  section  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains,  the  main 
harvest  is  about  finished,  but  there  will  be  scattered  inspections  for  two 
more  weeks.     In  this  section,  the  apples  culled  heavily  because  of  hail  in- 
jury and  late  Sitter-Rot  infections. 

"The  Shenandoah  Valley  sections  do  not  show  so  much  hail  injury  as 
the  Piedmont,  and  very  little  decay.    Rod  color  has  developed  very  late, 
particularly  on  St ay mans  and  Yorks,  and  still  is  somewhat  abnormal  on  the 
latter.     The  crops  are  being  culled  very  heavily,  as  most  large  packers  are 
not  putting  up  unclassified  stock,  on  account  of  present  and  prospective 
market  conditions. 

"The  commercial  pack,  I  believe,  will  be  far  below  the  crop  estimate 
of  3*780,000  barrels,  and  it  may  not  be  more  than  2,500,000  barrels. 

"Prospects  are  that  all  the  cold-storage  plants  in  the  apple  belt 
will  be  filled,  with  possibly  some  space  left  at  Winchester.     I  believe 
these  storage  holdings  will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  1,250,000  barrels. 
We  estimate  that  only  about  half  of  this  stock  has  been  inspected. 

"Cull  and  Unclassified  fruit  is  moving  in  large  volume  to  cider 
plants,  to  near-by  cities  and  the  southern  States  by  motor-truck  and  in 
bulk  cars,  and  a  very  large  quantity  is  going  to  waste.     I  do  not  believe  the 
markets  will  clean  up  this  class  of  fruit  before  early  December. 

"Some  of  the  packing  plants "in  the  V-lley  are  working  part  of  the 
night  or  all  night,  and  a  few  will  operate  the  next  two  Sundays,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  fruit  being  frozen.     Most  packing  houses  will  be 
finished  around  the  first  of  November,  but  a  few  will  not  finish  before  the 
10th  or  15th  of  the  month.    We  will  retain  12  or  15  men  for  cold-storage  work. 

"The  weather  is  dry  and  cool  for  the  apple  harvest,  which  is  a  good 
thing,  as  a  rain  or  storm  would  cause  a  very  heavy  drop." 

2c.     OHIO  SHIPPING-POINT  WORK  NEAR  AN  END 

M.  W.  Baker  sent  the  following  report  from  Columbus  on  October  26:- 
" The  shipping-point  work  on  apples  will  be  practically  finished  in 
southern  Ohio  by  November  1.     Columbiana  and  Mahoning  sections  will  con- 
tinue throughout  the  first  week  in  November  at  least.    However,   I  believe 
that  everything  will  be  cleaned  up  by  November  15»  „Q  ^ 

"Stayman  Y/inesaps  are  giving  us  some  trouble, ;\as  color  is  concerned. 
We  are  watching  this  color  question  very  closely,  and  it  has  required  and 
will  require  for  the  next  week  or  10  daj^s  pretty  close  supervision,  o,s  I 
find  that  color  is  one  of  the  hardest  things  to  keep  inspectors  on,  .whether 
it  is  applos  or  tomatoes  for  canning  purposes." 
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3c «    GOOD  RESULTS  0?  CANNERY  TOMATO  I^SPECTIOa  WORK  IN  UTAH 

Leonard  S.  Fenn,  of  the  Salt  Lake  City  office,  sent  the  following 
letter  "under  date  of  October  2k-:- 

" There  has  not  yet  been  a  severe  frost  in  the  lower  valley  of  Utah 
and  the  cannery  tomato  inspection  work  continued  up  until  October  16,  at 
which  time  the  contract  for  delivery  expired.     The  canners  had  all  the 
tomatoes  they  wanted,  and  discontinued  receiving  on  that  date.    Most  of 
the  growers'  fields  were  well  cleaned  up  and  the  production  per  acre  is 
estimated  around  12  tons. 

"Several  showers  toward  the  end  of  the  season  helped  to  stimulate 
the  growth,  and  quality  was  good  through  the.  entire  season.    Weather  was 
ideal  this  year  for  high  color.     The  percentage  of  Ecu  1  tomatoes  deliver- 
ed will  run  higher  than  was  anticipated. 

"The  canners  seem  very  well  pleased  with  the  results  of  the  inspec- 
tion work  and  will  continue  buying  on  the  graded  basis.    One  canner  recent- 
ly told  me  he  would  close  down  his  factory,  rather  than  buy  on  any  other 
basis . 

"The  growers,  as  a  whole,  are  also  well  satisfied  and  realize  that 
selling  on  the  graded  basis  has  netted  them  more  money  per  ton  on  their 
crop  'this  season  than  if  they  had  sold  on  a  flat  rate.    The  inspection 
will  probably  weed  out  about  12$  of  the  poorest  growers.    One  farmer  just 
told  me  he  grow  10  acres  this  year  and,  on  the  same  contract,  would  grow 
60  acres  next  season.     I  believe  the  cannery  tomato  inspection  work  will 
be  a  permanent  part  of  the  inspection  program  for  Utah." 


Uc.     FIRST  BOAT  SHIPMENT  OF    1951  GRAPEFRUIT  FROM  JACKSONVILLE 

R.  H.  von  Glahn  wrote  as  follows  from  Jacksonville,  Florida,  in  a 
letter  of  October  26:- 

" The  first  ca.r  of  grapefruit  for  export  was  inspected  in  Jackson- 
ville on  Friday,  October  23.     The  S.  S.   'Georgian'  will  be  the  first  ship 
carrying  citrus  fruit  to  England  from  Jacksonville  this  season  and  is  due 
to  sail  about  November  6.     So  far,  they  have  lg  carloads  signed  up  for 
this  shipment  but  expect  some  more,  and  the  entire  cargo  will  probably  go 
out  under  Government  inspection  at  this  point.     The  first  inspection  of 
grapefruit  for  export  in  Jacksonville  last  season  was  on  October  6.  The 
crop  is  said  to  be  from  two  to  three  weeks  later  this  season  than  last." 


5c.     HEAVY  RAINS  IN  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICTS 

Heavy  rains  Wednesday  ana  Thursday  (October  21  and  22)  have  put  a  \i 
temporary  stop  to  grape  shipments  from  the  Lodi  and  other  northern  dis- 
tricts.   Plowever,  shipments  were  practically  finished  and  the  inspection 
personnel  has  now  been  reduced  to  the  permanent  men. 

Inspections  in  the  Modesto-Turlock  district  have  decreased  some  the 
last  few  days  but  are  still  fairly  heavy. 

Increased  activity  in  the  Emperor  Sawdust  Pack  and  Malaga  juice 
shipments  in  the  Fresno  and  Dinuba  districts  has  been  largely  responsible 
for  inspections  being  as  heavy  now  as  at  any  time  this  season. 

There  has  been  no  rain  of  any  con- 
sequence in  .he  districts  south  of  Stockton,  so  far  this  season,  (California 
Inspectors'  Notes  -  October  23,  193l) 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  OF  SHIPPING— PO INT  INSPECTION  WORK 

; Approximate  date  of 

States 

:  Supervisor 

Products 

| Opening 

: Closing 

PORTO  RICO: 

A. S .Mason, 

40o  Ucnoa  islug., 
P.O.  Box  13I+7 
San  Juan,  P.  R. 

Citrus 

■  April  1 

;  March  1 

MIOTTEbOTA: 

G.  W.  Chris tenson, 
302  Gorham  Bldg., 
Minneap 0 1 i s ,  Minn . 

Potatoes 

:  Aug.  15 

;   Jan.  1 

VJAbHIrJu-TUi^i : 

W.  A.  Hilgeson, 

Court  House  (Box  I9O)  , 
Wenatchee,  Wash. 

Apples 

:  Aug.  15 

Eeb.  1 

TlTTi  T  A  TiT  A     A  TvTn 

li^JJlAi'JA  AMI) 

MICHIGAN: 

J.  E.  Dickerson, 
Court  House, 
Warsaw,  Ind. 

Onions 

:  Aug.  15 

Nov.  15 

WEST  VIRGINIA: 

J.  J.  Gardner, 

bnenanaoah  Bank  Blag., 
Martinsburg,  ¥♦  Va. 

Apples 

Aug .  20 

Nov.  21 

NEW  ENGLAND : 

E.  S.  Kinsey, 

7O3  Appraiser's  Stores 
Bldg., 

Boston,  Mass. 

Apples 

Sept.  1 

Jan.  1 

VIRGINIA: 

T.  W.  Ayres, 

211  Park  Place, 
University,  Va. 

Apples 

Sept.  lU  ■ 

Eeb.  1 

MAINE: 

G.  Ray  Warren, 
Caribou,  Maine . 

Potatoes 

Sept.  ll+  ; 

April  1 

FLORIDA: 

0.  C-.  Strauss, 
Box  12^b, 

Winter  Haven,  Ela. 

Citrus  ; 

Sept.  15 

May  15 

TEXAS:  : 

H.   T,  Longino, 

Room  5,  Madison  Hotel, 
P.  0.  Box  638,  j 
Harlingen,  Texas. 

Citrus  : 

Sept.  20  : 

March  15 

NEW  YORK:  ; 

J.  A.  Marks,  • 
Brocton,  N.  Y.  : 

Grapes  • 

Sept.  23  \ 

Nov .  5 

REPORTS  on  North  Dakota  potatoes  can  be  obtained  from  R.  C.  Hastings,  State 
College  Station,  Eargo ,  N.  D.  Reports  on  products  from  other  States  can  be 
obtained,  as  usual,   from  the  supervisors  in  those  States. 


6  c .     CHANGES  IN  LIST  0?  PAST-DUE  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  should  be  taken  from  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 


Mackay  &  Lehman  Weslaco,  Texas  $1-1.00 

McDavitt  Brothers  Brownsville,  Texas  $1.00 

G.  A.  Carey,  Inc.  Plant  City,  Ela.  '  $4.00 

The  following  should  he  added  to  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 

M.  Goldman  Akron,  Ohio  $3*^5 

Trunkey,  Wolfe  Co. ,Inc.  Wenatchee,  Wash.  $24.15 

Lloyd  Garretson  Co.  Yakima,  Wash,  $4.00 

'  0.  W.  Lewis  Co.,  Beaufort,  N.  C.  $4.00 


7c .     OCTOBER  A  HEAVY  INSPECTION  MONTH  IIT  WEST  VIRGINIA 

J.  J.  Gardner  wrote  as  follows  from  the  Martinsburg  field  office  on 
October  29:- 

" Saturday  morning  of  this  week,  Mr.  Davis  and  I  are  leaving  on  our 
final  trip  to  the  Ohio  Valley  district.    The  season  will  close  there  probably 
not  later  than  November  10.     I  expect  to  be  back  in  Martinsburg  by  Friday, 
the  6th.    Perk  of  the  apple  movement  will  probably  be  passed  by  the  end  of 
this  week.    The  shipments  will  then  gradually  become  lighter. 

"The  heaviest  month  which  we  ever  had  here  until  this  year  was  Octo- 
ber, 1926,  when  something  less  than  1,400  cars  were  inspected.    We  passed 
that  mark  for  this  October  last  Saturday,  and,  should  inspections  continue 
at  the  present  rate  for  the  remainder  of  this  week,  we  will  have  about  as 
many  cars  for  this  month  as  we  inspected  all  of  last  year.    Yorka,  Staymans, 
Ben  Davis  and  Wine saps  have  turned  out  a  much  larger  percentage  of  No.  l's 
than  the  early  varieties.     The  demand  has  been  fairly  active  recently, 
though  not  much  change  in  prices. 

"It  is  a  little  difficult  to  set  a  certain  date  for  closing,  but  I 
believe  that  I  will  be  here  probably  until  the  week  of  November  23." 

Sc.     INTERESTING  NOTES  ON  LONG  ISLAND  POTATOES 

W.  C.  Hacklemen  sent  the  following  report  from  New  York  City  under 
date  of  October  24:- 

"I  spent  last  Thursday  down  o?a  Long  Island,  where'  things  are  pretty 
much  in  the  same  condition  as  they  are  in  Aroostook  County,  except  that  there 
is  doubtless  a  little  better  feeling  because  the  farmers  are'getting  about  40^ 
per  bushel  for  their  No.  1  potatoes,  delivered  to  the  dealers.  However, 
there  is  not  much  inclino„tion  to  sell,  even  at  this  price.    Most  of  the  stock 
that  is  going  out  is  by  truck. 

"Two  innovations  are  being  tried  there,  one  being  the  packing  in  15- 
pound  open-mesh  cotton  bags.     The  usual  U.  S.  1  stock  is  being  packed,  ex- 
cept that  I  believe  it  is  picked  closer  than  when  placed  in  larger  bags, 
because  the  packing  operation  is  slower  and  gives  a  better  opportunity  to 
see  any  defects  that  may  have  gotten  by  when  the  potatoes  were  graded  and 
put  in  bins.     The  other  idea  is  the  use  of  15-pound  cartons.    Most  of  these 
are  a  2-inch  minimum  U.S.  1  potato,  that  is  probably  no  better  graded  than 
the  average  of  that  stock  which,  however,  is  easily  U.  S.  1.     They  are  also 
selecting  a  few  of  the  larger  potatoes  and  packing1  them  20  to  the  carton-,  1 
each  potato  wrapped  in  paper.     These  are  labeled:   'Fancy  Bakers'.    Both  of 
these  packages  are  merely  experiments,  to  see  what  sort  of  a  reception  they 
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will  got  from  tho  chain-storo  distributors. 

11 1  presume  you  know  in  a  general  way  the  inspection  arrangements 
down  there  this  season.    They  have  a  force  of  1-5  men  at  the  present  time,, 
which  will  probably  be  cut  to  12  nest  week.    These  men  are  stationed  at  the 
warehouses  of  the  loading  shippers  on  the  north  side  of  the  island.    No  work 
is  being  done  on  the  south  shore  at  the  present  time.    These  men  inspect  the 
potatoes  after  they  are  graded,  as  they  are  placed  in  the  bins,  and  thus 
keep  the  foremen  advised  of  anything  that  is  not  grading  U.  S.  1.    When  the 
cars  or  trucks  are  loaded,  they  inspect  them  again  and  no  shipments  are  per- 
mitted to  go  out  which  are  not  U.  S.  1.     The  dealers  there  seem  to  feel  that 
the  idea  is  a  very  good  one  and  are  apparently  well-satisfied,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  it  is  costing  them  quite  a  little  money  in  a  year  when  profits 
are  small.    This  service  is  being  furnished  to  them  practically  at  cost." 

9c .     ENCLOSURES  FOR  INSPECTORS 

With  this  D.  L. ,  each  inspector  will  receive  copies  of  the  following:- 

-  "United  States  Standards  for  Porto  Rican  pineapples,  1931«" 

-  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  16S7  on  "Removing  Spray  Residue  from 

Apples  and  Pears."     Joint  authors  are  H.C.Diehl,  J.M.Lutz  and 
A. L.Ryall,     all  of  B.P.I. 
Inspectors  in  offices  east  of  Chicago  will  also  receive  a  copy  of 
"Official  Grades  for  Farm  Products  in  Pennsylvania."     If  other  inspectors 
desire  this  booklet,  copies  can  be  had  directly  from  D,  M.  James,  of  the 
Harrisburg  office. 

These  booklets  have  been  furnished  through  Mr.  Pailthorp's  Project. 

R.  C.  BUTNER , 
Supervisor  of  Inspection 

OFFICE  NOTES:  .  . 

R.  C.  Butncr  spent  Tuesday  in  the  Cleveland  office  of  the  Inspection 
Service,  Wednesday  in  Buffalo,  and  Thursday  at  Brocton,  N.  Y. ,  in  tho  Chau- 
tauqua-Erie grape  belt.    He  conferred  with  inspectors  at  these  various  points 
and  returned  to  Washington  today. 

A,  S.  Mercker,  Secretary  of  the  Interstate  Early  Potato  Committee, 
assisted,  in  conducting  potato  outlook  conferences  at  La  Crosse  and  Hastings, 
^ Florida,  on  October  15  and  lo.     State  offices  sponsored  the  meetings,  and 
large  numbers  of  growers  and  shippers  attended.     Much  interest  was  manifested 
in  the  potato  situation  for  the  coming  season,  because  of  the  unusiial  con- 
ditions this  year.    Before  returning  to  Washington,  Mr.  Mercker  held  con- 
ferences with  the  marketing  organizations  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  At 
the  North  Carolina  State  College  of  Agriculture,  he  made  arrangements  for  a 
series  of  11  potato  outlook  meetings  to  be  held  in  that  State  during  early 
November.     This  week,  Mr.  Mercker  was  one  of  the  Bureau  representatives  at- 
tending the  regional  outlook  conference  at  State  College,  Pa.    After  the 
meetings  in  North  Carolina  next  week,  he  will  proceed  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  for 
the  southern  outlook  conference  on  November  IO-I3. 
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OFFICE  1T0TSS  (CGHTIHUZD)  - 

B.   C.  Boree  probably  will  spend  the  first  10  days  of  ITovenber  at  various 
points  i;i  California, after  which  lie  will  proceed  to  points  in  southern  Texas. 

A.  R.  Spiker  was  in  Baltimore  on  Wednesday,  making  arrangements  with 
one  of  the  boat  lines,  which  unloads  large  *  cargoes  of  produce  in  that  city, 
for  po in t-of -origin  reports  of  its  shipments.    He  also  conferred  with  our 
B  al t  i  mo  r  e  r ep  r  e  s  en  t  at  ive s . 

Robert  G.  Hill,  of  the  Standardization  Project,  plans  to  leave  Wash- 
ington on  Sunday  for  Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  7a.,  and  Sdenton,  IT.  C,  as  well  as 
other  points  in  those  States.    He  will  make  investigations  looking  toward  the 
formulation  of  U.  S.  standards  for  cleaned  and  shelled  Virginia-type  peanuts. 

After  a  long  period  of  quiet  in  the  Domestic  Wool  Section, . renewed 
activity  is  reported  in  that'hranch  of  the  service  at  the  Earle  Building,  up- 
town.   An  alleged  excess  profits  case  on  1Q1S  wool  transactions  will  come  to 
trial  in  the  Federal  district  court  at  Indianapolis  on  Hovember  9«     Eie  firm 
involved  is  Kraus  -  and  Apfelbaum  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana*    J.  S.  Bohannon,  of 
the  Solicitor's  Office,  lias  gone  to  Chicago  on  wool  work  and  will  "be  in 
Indianapolis  to  conduct  this  legal  case  on  the  Sih.    W,  L.  Evans  and  H.  V. 
DeMott,  of  the  Washington  staff,  will  proceed  to  Indianapolis  the  latter  part 
of  next  week,  to  appear  as  witnesses  for  the  Department. 

R.  1.  Sutton,  of  the  Rochester  office,  went  to  Wellsville,  in  Allego.ny 
County,  Hew  Y0rk,  on  Tuesday  and  addressed  a  meeting  of  the  Rotary  Club  in 
that  city.    He  discussed  the  market-news  work,  particularly  in  relation  to 
shippers  and  producers,  and  apparently  had  a  very  appreciative  audience. 

W.  C.  Hangstafer,  who  had  been  inspecting  fruits  and  vegetables  for 
the  Havy  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  all  summer,  returned  to  his  headquarters  in  Hew 
York  City  about  October  1. 

D.  C.  Beeler,  who  last  substituted  in  the  Cincinnati  office  of  the 
Inspection  Service,  returned  to  the  Chicago  office  a  few  weeks  ago. 

J.  C.  Bigger,  in  charge  of  the  canned  fruit  and  vegetable  grading 
office  at  Easton,  Maryland,  has  been  authorized  to  inspect  and  grade  quantities 
of  canned  products  for  the  Veterans'  Administration  at  Wilmington,'  Delaware, 
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1 a .     PORTO  RICAN  GRAPEFRUIT  INDUSTRY 

Commercial  grapefruit  groves  in  Porto  Rico  are  estimated  as  covering 
about  S,300  acres,  according  to  a  communication  received  from  A.  S.  Mason, 
Supervising  Inspector  at  San  Juan.     This  total  is  composed  of  6,120  acres  of 
trees  six  or  more  years  old,  1,680  acres  of  trees  from  two  to  five  years  old, 
and  310  acres  of  trees  one  to  two  years  old.    Plantings  have  "been  light  this 
year,  amounting  to  around  200  acres. 

Grapefruit  groves  in  Porto  Rico  are  largely  planted  on  open,  rolling 
ground  or  in  small  and  irregularly  shaped  valleys  "between  hills.     So  the  only 
possible  way  to  estimate  the  acreage  was  to  divide  the  number  of  trees  re- 
ported by  grove  owners  by  62,  or  the  average  number  of  trees  planted  to  the 
acre.     The  number  of  trees  six  years  of  age/Nolder  amounted  to  around  380,000 
trees,  two  to  five  years  old  104,000  trees,  one  to  two  years  old  19,000  trees, 
and  new  plantings  about  12,000  trees  or  a  total,  of  515>000  trees. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  include  in  these  acreage  figures  the  small  scat- 
tered groves  in  different  parts  of  the  Island,  from  which  no  fruit  is  shipped 
commercially.     The  figures  given  include  the  commercial  plantings  of  Rio 
Piedras  and  Arechibo,  which  are  located  along  the  northern  shore  of  the  Island, 
and  the  few  commercial  groves  around  Noguabo  and  Mayaguez. 

Grapefruit  exports  from  Porto  Rico,  during  the  five-year  period  1926-27 
to ' 1930-31?  averaged  about  672»000  boxes  a  year.     Grapefruit  is  exported  from 
Porto  Rico  the  yoar  round,  but  the  months  of  September  and  October  and  the 
period  from  March  to  June  are  the  months  of  heaviest  movement.     Shipments  to 
the  United  States  from  July  to  October  are  fairly  heavy,  since  the  season  in 
this  couitry  does  not  get  well  under  way  until  October.    From  October  to  March 
shipments  to  United  States  diminish  and  much  of  the  fruit  moves  to  the  foreign 
markets,  especially  the  United  Kingdom.    From  March  through  June  the  competi- 
tion in  the  United  States  is  not  as  keen;  so  shipments  increase  again.  In 
recent  years,  direct  exports  of  Porto  Rican  grapefruit  to  Europe  have  increased 
rapidly.    Prior  to'  I929-3O  practically  all  that  went  abroad  was  shipped  from 
New  York.    A  large  share  of  the  exports  still  moves  out  this  way,  but  no  sepa- 
rate figures  are  availabe  which  would  disclose  the  quantity. 

Grapefruit  production  in  Porto  Rico  during  the  I93O-3I  season  is  esti- 
mated at  approximately  1,200,000  boxes.'    Of  this  amount  521,000  were  shipped  * 
as  fresh  fruit  and  about  450,000  boxes  canned  or  consumed  locally.  Consider- 
able qtiantities  of  grapefruit  are  canned  every  season  in  Porto  Rico.    The  t 
amount  of  fresh  fruit  used  in  this  manner  is  estimated  at  about  240,000  boxe^ 
a  year  on  an  average  during  the  five-year  period  1925-26  to  1929-30'  Shipments 
of  canned  grapefruit  to  the  United  States  averaged  g, 313,000  pounds  during  this 
period.     In  I929-3O  shipments  to  the  United  States  reached  12/41552147  pounds. 


--  INTERESTING  NEWS  REGARDING  LOCAL  CROP  AND  MARKET  CONDITIONS  IS  DESIRED 
FROM  ALL  FIELD  OFFICES  AND  CITY  OFFICES.  \ 
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2a.     USE  BILLS  OF  LADING  FOR  EXPRESS  SHIPMENTS  TO  WASHINGTON 

A  number  of  collect  shipments  have  recently  been  received,  in  'Washing- 
ton.    In  this  connection,  please  refer  to  Par.  2a  in  Division  Letter  dated 
May  2,  1930.  reading  as  follows:  •  . 

EXPRESS  SHIPMENTS.  TO  WASHINGTON  -  In  view  of  the  discon- 
"  fcisuance  of  express  charge  slips,  which  have  heretofore  "been 
issued  in  Washington  to  cover  shipments  sent  to  Washington  col- 
lect, it  will  "be  necessary  in  future  to  use  Government  hills  of 
lading  for  express  shipments  to  Washington,  similar  to  the  pro- 
cedure now  "being  u.sed  for  freight  shipments  to  Washing-ton. 

Administrative  Supplement  to  the. Handbook  should  be 
amended  by  striking  out  the  asterisk  in  the  tag  form  following 
paragraph  117  and  the  sentence  following  the  asterisk  at  the 
botton  of  the  page.    From  paragraph  12h  strike  out  the  words 
"excepting  shipments  to  Washington  by  express,  which  should  be 
sent  'charges  collect'  without  using  a  bill  of  lading.  All 
shipments  from  Washington  are  sent  prepaid." 

Reference  to  this  procedure  was  also  called  to  your  attention  in  the 
B.A.E.  hews,  dated  April  22,  I93O..  ■ 

3a.     NEW  BULLETIN  PIT  MOTOR-TRUCK  SHIPMENTS 

Brice  Edwards  and  J.  W..  Park  are  joint  authors  of  Technical  Bulletin 
No.  2  72,  which  has  just  come  from  the  press.     Its  title  is:     "The  Market- 
ing and  Distribution  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables  by  Motor  Truck."     The  bulletin  | 
contains  gg  pages  of  valuable  material  and  includes  a  considerable  number  of 
good  half-tone  illustrations,  charts  and  maps.     Copies  are  available  for  all 
who  have  need  of  this  information. 

1+a.    .  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  MBIT  PIT  OUTLOOK  COMMITTEES 

The  1932  Agricultural  Outlook  Report  is  scheduled  for  release  on 
February  1.    A  large  number  of  commodity  committees  have  been  appointed,  and 
the  following  members  of  our  Division  are  assigned  to  the  committees  indica- 
ted after  their  names:- 

R.  R.  Pail thorp  -  Foreign  Demand,  Pecans,  and  Peanuts. 
H.  J.  Clay  -  Honoy  and  Peanuts. 

J.  W.  Park  -  Pecans,  Citrus,  Apples,  and  Peaches. 

B.  C.  Boree  -  Sweet  Potatoes,  Vegetables,  and  Apples. 

Wendell  Calhoun  -  Vegetables,  Grapes,  and  Strawberries. 

W.  E.  Lewis  -  Vegetables  and  Cherries. 

R.  L.  Sp angler  -  Vegetables. 

W.  E.  Leigh  -  Vegetables. 

Robert  Bier  -  Citrus. 
'  P.  M.  Williams  -  Peanuts. 
'  J.  W.  Strowbridge  -  Strawberries. 
'  A.  E.  Mercker  -  Potatoes.' 
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ID.     COLD  WEATHER  HITS  COLORADO  ■•['  '.. 

Bryce  Morris  wrote  as  follows  from  the  Denver  office  in  a  letter  of 
October  31 

"Much-colder  weather  has  prevailed. throughout  Colorado  the  past  week 
but  as  yet  no  snow  has  fallen  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Denver,  although 
the  high  mountain  peaks  are  white  now.     The  first  hard  freezes  of  the  sea- 
son occurred  in  Denver  and  vicinity  this  week.    Practically  all.  harvest  oper- 
ations have  been  completed  in  the  State  except  on  sugar  beets,  which  will 
take  another  10  days.    There  has  recently  been  a  noticeable  tendency  to  hold 
for  higher  prices  on  the  part  of  the  producers  of  onions  and  potatoes.  Buyers 
have  reported  it  quite  difficult  to  even  secure  quotations  on  onions ,  partic- 
ularly 011  the  Western  Slope.    Although  the  Colorado  onion  movement  is  practi- 
cally equal  to  last  year's  at  this  time,  the  distribution  from  various  parts 
of  the  State  is  considerably  different,  with  the  bulk  of  the  movement  still 
coming  from  the  Western  Slope,  where  almost  two-thirds  of  the  1931  crop  has 
been  moved  to  date,  while  the  Arkansas  Yalley  movement  is  about  one-half  of 
last  year's  at  this  time.    Very  few  onions  remain  in  farmers'  hands,  and  this 
small  portion  of  the  crop  is  being  closely  held  by  the  growers  who  are  waiting 
for  even  higher  prices. 

"A  better  wire  demand  was  evident  for  potatoes  throughout  most  of  the 
week,  although  Friday  and  Saturday  were  very  dull.    Prices  advanced  slightly, 
with  the  demand  particularly  good  for  red  potatoes.     General  movement  from  the 
State  continues  well 'under  that  of  last  year,  with  the  total  now  slightly 
over  one-third  of  last  year ' s  movement  at  this  time.    One-half  of  the  crop  has 
been  moved  from  the  San  Luis  Valley,  while  northern  Colorado  is  still  holding, 
with  growers  anticipating  higher  prices.    Dealers,  as  a  whole,  report  diffi- 
culty in  filling  orders  at  the  present  time,  on  account  of  the  growers'  atti-  . 
tude  of  holding." 


2b .     MOST  WISCONSIN  POTATOES  GOING  TO  CHICAGO  TERRITORY 

The  following  information  was  written  by  A.  M.  McDowell  from  the  field 
station  at  Waupaca  on  November  1:~ 

"Wisconsin  potato  dealers  generally  reported  an  exceedingly  dull  mar- 
ket during  the  past  week.    There  was  very  little  demand  and  cars  v/ere  sold 
with  difficulty.     The  price  paid  to  growers  was  mostly  JO^-HOtf:,  bulk  per  cwt . , 
with  an  occasional  load  of  exceptionally  good  stock  bringing  U5^» 

"The  distribution  area  is  gradually  becoming  more  limited.    Of  last 
week's  shipments,  55$  went  to  Chicago  and'  its  immediate  suburbs,  15$  to  other 
Illinois  points,  10$  to  Milwaukee  and  jfo  to  St.  Louis,  leaving  only  1,5$  to  all 
other  points. 

"Very  few  cars  were  billed  to  points  in  Wisconsin,  with  -.the  exception 
of  Milwaukee.     This  is  probably  because  of  the  increased  use  of  motor  trucks, 
which  dealers  state  are  moving  a  greater  percentage  of  the  crop  than, ever 
before.    The  movement  by  truck  is  largely  to  points  in  southern  Wisconsin  and 
to  some  extent  in  northern  Illinois."  ;  . 

HEAVY  PRODUCTION  is  reported  of  the.  candy; "all-day  suckers."  Machines 
have  been  developed  which  can  turn  out  UbO  a  minute.     If  100  seven-year-old 
children  began  sucking  one  daj^'s  production  of  such  a  machine,   they  would  be 
3*4-  years  old  when  they  finished,  according  to  a  recent  trade  estimate. 
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yo .     THE  CITRUS  SITUATION  IN  RIO  GRANDS  VALLEY 

The  following  report  was  rendered  by  W.  D.  Googe  from  Brownsville, 
Texas,  •under  date  of  November  1:- 

"The  citrus  situation  in  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  during  the  past 
week  showed  practically  no  change.    About  60  cars  were  shipped,  including  six 
cars  of  oranges  which  have  been  in  fairly  good  demand.    About  a' dozen  cars  of 
mixed  citrus  also  moved.    Duncan  grapefruit  has  about  played  out,  v/hile  Marsh 
Seedless  has  been  slow  in  coming  up  to  juice. and  maturity  requirements.  Wide- 
spread irrigation  of  groves,  in  an  effort  to  increase  sizes  of  the  fruit,  will 
doubtless  delay  maturity  another  10  days  or  two  weeks.    Disastrous  returns 
from  shipments  of  small  and  poorly-matured  fruit  haveabout  convinced  shippers 
and  growers  that  it  is  more  profitable  to  wait  until  they  can  get  something 
the  consuming  public  will  buy  at  a  satisfactory  price. 

"Snap  beans  continue  to  move  in  limited  volume,  but  increasing  supplies 
from  competing  sections  have  caused  shippers  to  handle  them  only  for  the 
growers'  account.    A  straight  car  of  eggplant  was  forwarded  Thursday,  growers 
being  paid  25^  per  bushel  net  by  a  cash  buyer,  the'  shipper  furnishing  the 
baskets . " 

Ub .     MAINE  POTATO  MARKET  DULL  AND  WEAK 

The  recent  flurry  in  the  northern  Maine  potato  situation  did  not  last 
long,  according  to  the  following  letter  of  October  31  from  V.H.  Nicholson, 
at  Presque  Isler- 

" The  Maine  potato  market  has  continued  dull  and  weak  for  the  past  10 
days,  and  there  are  few  .indications  of  improvement.    Shipments  have  decreased 
to  a  daily  movement  of  150  to  200  cars,  or  about  50  less  than  during  the  pre- 
ceding week.    While  rainy  weather  probably  has  been  partially  the  cause  of 
the  lighter  movement,  demand  has  been  very  slow  and  the  volume  of  sales  has 
been  light. 

11  Yesterday  the  street  price  declined  to  mostly  k^^-^Oip  bulk  per 
barrel  of  U.S.  No.  1  Green  Mou.ntains.     This  was  a  drop  of  10^-20^  in  the 
past  10  days.    Most  growers  are  very  reluctant  to  sell  at  the  prevailing 
prices,  and  very  few  potatoes'  have  been  hauled  to  the  shippers'  warehouses 
this  week." 


5b.     AN  INTERESTING  REVIEW  FROM  ATLANTA 

•  Jay  C  Keller,  of  the  Atlanta  office,  included  the  following  infor- 
mation in  a  review  written  on  October  j>l:~ 

"The  jobbing  houses  and  wholesale  produce  houses  within  a  radius  of 
several  hundred  miles  of  the  Florida  orange  and  grapefruit  producing  dis- 
tricts are  facing  much  more  motor-truck  competition  this  seo.son  than  in  the 
past.     Many  people  who  have  trucks  and  who,  otherwise,  are  unemployed  are 
going  direct  to  citrus  groves  and  buying  fruit.    With^heir  trucks  loaded, 
they  travel  to  a  city  many  miles  distant,  back  intoyyvabant  lot  or  park  on 
a  side  street,  and  proceed  to  sell  their  wares.    Wherever  the  conditions 
permit,   the  truckers  canvass  the  small  grocery  stores,  and  either  sell  out- 
right or  place  the  fruit  on  commission. 

"Railroad  freight  rates  are  practically  the  same  as  in  previous  yea.rs, 
while  the  merchantable  value  of  grapefruit  and  oranges  is  considerably  lower. 


It  has  "been  found  that,  under  normal  conditions,  those  two  commodities  can 
"be  purchased  in  the  country,  hauled  to  market  by  truck,  and  sold  at.  a  small 
profit.    A  few  people  have  been  operating  trucks  on  this  basis  for  several 
years,  but  this  year  the  number,  of  these  small  operators  has  increased 
greatly, 

"Growers  are  also  turning  to  the  motor  truck  for  disposal  of  their 
fruit.    One  grower  in  particular  has  been  called  to  my  attention,  who  owns 
a  fleet  of  12  largo  trucks.    Ho  has  his  own  packing  plantjand  is  delivering 
high-quality  fruit- direct  to  the  retailers1  doors  in  cities  600  or  700 
miles  distant. 

"Volume  of  sales  by  local  produce  jobbers  has  been  light  for  several 
months.     They  had  hoped  that  the  Florida  citrus  movement  would  furnish  a 
considerable  increo.se  in  trading,  but  the  volume  of  oranges  and  grapefruit 
handled  has  been  disappointing  up  to  the  present  time, as  trucks  have  sup- 
plied the  market  to  a  large  extent. 

"Liberal  supplies  of  bulk  ungraded  apples  have  also  been  received  in 
Atlanta  from  nearby  producing  regions.     Carlot  unloads  of  all  fruits  and 
vegetables  on  the  Atlanta  market  for  the  past  several  weeks  have  been  from 
15>  to  30 Jo  less  than  during  the  corresponding  periods  of  last  year,  probably 
due  in  large  part  to  the  heavy  truck  receipts  of  such  products  as  apples, 
citrus  fruits,   sweet  potatoes  and  cabbage. 

"Grape  prices  have  recently  advanced  on  lugs  of  California  Tokays  to 
$2.25,  while  a  few  Emporers  brought  $2.    Supplies  of  Michigan  Concord  grapes 
were  finally  cleaned  up  by  peddlers  for  25^  per      quart  climax  basket.  The 
Atlanta  trade  does  not  like  Concord  grapes,  and. shippers  who  attempt  to 
send  cars  here  against  the  advice  of  dealers  should  realize  this.  The 
demand  is  very  limited,  as  the  chain  stores  and  the  small  fruit  and  vege- 
table retail  stores  refuse  to  handle  them.    Peddlers  are  the  only  means  of 
disposal  for  Concord  grapes." 

6b  .     RECENT  MARKETING  SUMMARIES 

During  the  past  week,  the  following  additional  summaries  of  field 
deals  were  distributed; - 

"Marketing  Florida  Citrus  Fruit,  1930-31  Season,"  by  H.  F.  Willson. 
"Marketing  Western  Hew  York  Carrots,  X 930-31  Season,"  "by  R.  L.  Sutton 
and  A-  L.  Thomas. 

"Marketing  Colorado,  Nebraska  and  Wyoming  Potatoes,  193O-3I  Season," 

by  Bryce  Morris. 
"Marketing  Utah  Onions,  I93O  Season,"  by  L.  S.  Fenn. 
"Marketing  Western  and  Central  Few  York  Onions,  I93O-3I  Season,"  by 

\p.  L.  Sutton  and  A.  E.  Thomas. 

7b .     CHRISTMAS  TREES  IN  NGYA  SCOTIA 

A  Truro,  Nova  Scotia,  dispatch,  November  2,  states  that  orders  for 
Christmas  trees  to  supply  the  American-  trade  this  year  arc  far  below  normal. 
"Even  the  rural  American  districts  will  have  fewer  Christmas  trees  this  year 
than  usual,"  said  W.  E.  Clark,   of  New' York,  who  is  there  to  supervise  the 
annual  cut  of -  fir  trees  for  his  firm.    He  blamed  unemployment. 


"30SC  PEARS,  which  went  begging  a  month  ago  at  $1.50  per  box  of  Extra 
Fancy  stock,  f.o.b.  shipping  point,  have  registered  a  series  of  price-advances, 
with  current  movement  active  at  $1.90  -per  box. 11  -  (Northwestern  Review, Nov  .2) 
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8"b.    WESTERN  NEW  YORK  CROP  NOTES 

The  following  information  came  from  R.  L.  Sutton,  at  Rociiester,  in  a 
letter  of  November  3:~ 

"Last  week  the  into-storage  movement  was  completed  for  practically  all 
of  the  celery  remaining  in  western  New  York.    Almost  everything  remaining  out- 
doors is  trenched-in  and  will  "be  shipped  as  hearts.     Cabbage  movement  was 
active  over  the  week-end.    Shipments  from  storage  during  winter  may  be  lighter 
on  account  of  heavy  volumes-  moving  from  fields.  ■  Potatoes  demonstrated  little 
price  change  during  the  week.     Some  growers  are  reluctant  to  sell  at  exist- 
ing prices,  which  have  been  mostly  25^  bulk  per  bushel.    Onions  have  been 
rather  inactive.     Comparatively  few  sales  were  transacted  at  generally  un- 
changed prices.     Shipments  were • increasing  toward  the  close  of  the  week. 
Carrots  show  little  price  variation,  the  outturn  averaging  aboiit  10  cars 
daily. 

"The  report  for  the  holdings  of  celery  in  cold  storage  in  western  New 
York  through  Friday,  October  ]>0,  indicated  523>SOO  crates  on  hand.  This 
amount  is  only  about  1,000  less  than  was  on  hand  at  the  same  time  last  season, 
However,  practically  all  of  the  celery  to  go  into  storage  has  been  moved  in, 
but  at  the  corresponding  time  last  year  there  was  more  stock  uncut.     In  1SJ>0, 
the  peak  of  the  storage  holdings  occurred  during  the  first  week  of  November, 
when  approximately  535 > 000  crates  were  on  hand.    Our  next  report  on  holdings 
will  undoubtedly  show  a  reduction  from  the  previous  week, since  most  of  the 
business  now  is  for  cars  out-of-storage  and  there  is  practically  none  left  to 
go  in.     The  celery  remaining  out-of-doors  is  largely  in  trenches,  where  the 
cold  weather  will  damage  the  leaves  and  outer  branches  to  such  an  extent  that 
heavy  stripping  will  be  necessary,     These  will  be  classed  as  hearts.  F.o.b. 
prices  for  the  most  desirable    out-of-storage  stock  held  around  $2.75  f°r 
carlots  of  2/3  crates.    A  narrow  range  prevails  for  the  sales  of  the  late 
Golden  Self-Blanching  out  of  storage. 

"With  almost  double  the  carlot  shipments  of  last  season,  the  grape 
deal  is  beginning  to  wane.    E.o.b.  activity  is  generally  slow.     In  the 
Pinger  Lakes  section,  the  season  is  more  nearly  completed  and  comparatively 
few  carlot  transactions  are  being  made.    Truckers  are  taking  the  majority  of 
the  offerings.     In  the  Chautauqua-Erie  section,  the  truck  business  has  also 
been  very  active,  with  automobiles  coming  from  points  as  distant  as  Nashville, 
Term. 

"Apples  continue  to  move  in  moderate  quantities  and  f.o.b.  values  hr.vc 
shown  little  variation.  A  few  cars  were  billed  for  export  shipment  last  week. 
These  comprise  the  first  cars  for  foreign  shipment  in  a  week  or  more.  There 
was  a  little  inquiry  last  week  from  exporters,  but  it  is  believed  that  their 
offers  were  cut  of  line." 


9b.     THE  NORTHWESTERN  APPLE  MARKET 

"Although  northwestern  apple,  loadings  continue  in  heavy  volume,  shipping 
point  market  conditions  are  dull,  with  almost  too  few  sales  to  establish  defi- 
nite values  at  times.    Attention  is  now  centered  on  Jonathans,  Delicious  and 
Spitzenburgs  at  consumer  markets,  with  the  northwestern  boxed  apple  interests 
actively  sponsoring  National  Apple  Week,  which  starts  taday.    Export  demand 
continues  quiet,  with  little  improvement  anticipated  for  at  least  another 
month  and  possibly  not  until  January.    At  Hood  River,  about  two-thirds  of  the 
1,000-car  apple  crop  has  been  moved.     Oregon  will  probably  move  about  1,000 
cars  in  addition  to  the  Hood  River  contribution,  according  to  shippers'  esti- 
mates." -(Northwestern  Review,  Nov.  2,  at  Portland  office) 
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10b .     A  GOOD  REPORT  PIT  POTOMAC  VALLEY  AREA  AP."IZS  -o ., 

We  aro  particularly  pleased  to  receive  the::!  ollbwing  report  from 
R.  M.  Peterson,  in  charge  of  the  field  station  at  .Mart insburg,  W.  Va.  The 
letter  is  dated  November  h:-  '■■  . 

"Apple  movement  from  the  Shenandoah-Cumherland-Potomae  district 
rea.ch.ed  its  peak' 10  days  ago,  "but  shipments  have  not  decreased  quite  as  rapid- 
ly as  was  anticipated.    Harvesting  in  the  section  .south  of  Winchester  is  prac- 
tically complete,  but  there  is  still  considerable  stock  to  b e  picked  in  the 
orchards  around  Martinshnrg  and  Winchester .     This  unpicked  fruit  consists 
mostly  of  Yorks  and  Staymans,  which  were  previously  ' spot 1 -picked.    The  drop 
has  been  rather  heavy  during  the  past  week,  and  extra  crews  have  been  placed 
in  the  orchards  to  complete  the  harvesting  this  week. 

"The  total  carlot  movement  this  season    to  November  1  from  other  Mary- 
land, Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia  was  approximately  13,7^0  cars, 
or  about  ^,,000  cars  (nearly  60-/e)  heavier  than  during  the  same  period  last 
year,  a  short  crop  season.     However,  movement  to  that  time  was  over  2,000 
cars  less  than  the  5~y°ar  average  previous, to  1930*     This  lighter  movement 
was  partly  due  to  the  lateness  of  the  season,  but  tends  to  bear  out  the  gen- 
eral impression  that  the  harvested  crop  will  be  considerably  lighter  than 
the  total  production  figures  would  indicate. 

"Considerable  stock  has  gone  into  storage  and  most  cold-storage  houses 
in  this  section  are  either  filled  to  capacity  or  have  the  remaining  space  con- 
tracted.    The  stored  stock  runs  more  than  normally  to  U.S.  No.  1:  grade,  be- 
cause it  was  generally  felt  that  it  would  not  pay  to  place  the  lower  grades 
in  cold  storage  this  season. 

"The  demand,  particular ly  for  export  stock,  showed  considerable  im- 
provement last  week  and  prices  advanced  slightly  at  shipping  points.  A 
draggy  demand  the  pa,st  few  days  has  resulted  in  some  ca,rs  being  sold  under 
last  week's  prices,  but  most  shippers  are  holding  firmly  and  feel  confident 
that  the  market  has  hit  its  lowest  level  and  will  tend  upward.     The  2f-inch 
minimum  Yorks  have  been  selling  as  low  as  the  2\~ inch  minimum  and  in  some 
cases  lower,  because  many  of  the  larger  sizes  arc  showing  poor  keeping 
quality.    This  same  condition  exists  to  a  lesser  extent  with  Staymans  and 
Black  Twigs. 

"Cider  stock  has  been  selling  at  10^-20^,  mostly  15-17^>  per  cwt . 
The  demand  has  been  reasonably  good  for  this  class  of  stock,  but  the  offer- 
ings ha,ve  not  been  heavy,  because  the  low  prices  hardly  justified  the  gather- 
ing and  hauling  of  windfalls."  : 


lib.     CODE  CHANGES  Reply  Requested  from  All  Market  News  Offices 

(Market  Stations,  Field  Sta.tions,  and  State  Offices) 

There  has  recently  been  some  questioning  of  the  use  of  "fancy"  in  mar- 
ket reports.     In  certain  instances,  as 'with  Northwestern  apples,  "Fancy "is  a 
dofiiiitoly  specified  grade  and  should,  of  course,  be  quoted  as  such.     In  gen- 
eral'trade  parlance,  however,  such  terms  as  "fancy"  and  "choice"  are  used 
loosely  as  terms  descriptive  of  quality  but  are  not  defined,  and  they  differ 
according  to  individual  interpretation  or  the  prevailing  quality  of  the  prod- 
uct in  question.    As  so  used,  "fancy"  may  or  may  not  represent  the  equivalent 
of  "U:S.  Fancy. "    Frequently  it  merely  indicates  the  best  on  the  market  or 
the  best  available. 

-  (continued  on  next  page) 
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Then  excellence  of  quality,  condition j'7  color',  etc,-,  are'  to  "be  given 
special  mention  in  market  quotations,  appropriate  terms ■•  should  "be  selected 
from  the  "JAn  and  "JI"  code  pages.     "Fancy"  should  "be  used  only  as,  a  defi- 
nite grade  (or  in  one  instance  to  specify  size,  as  noted  below).     It  has 
been  reported  that  containers  are  sometimes  stamped  "Fancy"  and  "Choice," 
but  apparently  these  merely  distinguish  between  comparative  packs  in  the 
same  lot  or  shipment.    Unless  it  is  known  that  these  represent  official 
grades  for  the  commodity  in  question,  such  stock  should  be  quoted  on  the 
basis  of  quality  and  condition. 

Practically  the  same  conditions  that  apply  to  the  terms  "fancy"  and 
"choice"  also  apply  to  the  use  of  "ITo.  1"  and  "ITo.  2."     They  may  represent 
the  equivalent  of  the  U.S.  grades  or  certain  specified  State  grades,  but 
more  frequently  they  are  used  in  a  comparative  sense,  according  to  the  gen- 
eral quality  of  the  current  offerings.  "  . 

Consistent  with  this  item,   the  following  changes  are  to  be  made  in 
the  code,  effective  ITovember  12: 

On  the  "JI-JO-JU"  page,  delete  JOE,  JOJ  and  JOK. 
On  the  "MA"   (Celery)  page,  delete  UV  and  UVJ. 
On  the  "MU"   (Lettuce)  page,'  delete  UV. 

On  the  f MI-JO™   (American  Grapes)  page,  delete  IH,  IQ,  and  IE,  and  change 

UT  to  read  "U.S.  ITo.  1  Concords."  IE, 
On  the  "MO"   (European  Grapes)  page,  delete  IH,   IQ./ylST,  Ivi  and  IX. 
On  the  "NO"   (Pears)  page,  delete  all  of  the  "I"  terminals  (IC  to  IZ,  . 

inclusive)  and  also  delete  UB  and  UC. 
On  the  "ITU"   (Sweet  Potatoes)  page,  change    UP'    to  read  "uiclassif ied"  end 

delete  UG. 

On  the  "FO"  (Tomatoes)  page,  delete  US,  US,  UV  and  UV/. 

On  the  "Supplement  to  T  and  V" (Miscellaneous  phrases  to  combine  with  prices) 
page,  delete  UW  and  UX,  change  OG  to  read  "few  fine  quality  and  con- 
dition higher"  and  under  UM  delete  "Choice  (other  commodities)  "  but 
retain  UM  "C  grade." 

On  the  "¥A" (Miscellaneous)  page,  delete  03,  OF  end  OG,  and  change  the  lower 
footnote  to  read  as  follows:  nft  Size  (for  hothouse  cucumbers  only). 
Use  'JAB'  page  for  quality." 

Outdoor  grown  cucumbers  should  be  quoted  on  the  basis  of  U.S.  grades, 
or  by  phrases  from  the  "JA"  and  "JI"  pages.' 

"Fancy  Count"  end  "Choice  Count"  represent  certain  sizes  or  packs  of 
tomatoes  in  6-basket  creates,  for  which  IB  and  ID  on  the  "PO"  (Tomatoes)  page 
are  to  be  continued. 

~~  In  order  that  there  may  be  no  mi snnder standing  with  regard  to  this 

list  of  changes  and  deletions,  each  office  using  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
code  is-  requested  to  advise  the  Washington  office  at  once  that  this  item  has 
been  noted  and  that  all  copies  of  the  code  have  been  changed  accordingly. 
This  applies  to  State  offices,  w?n.ch  use  the  code,  as  well  p„s  all  m&rkot  and 
field  stations. 


7/E17DELL  CALHOUIT, 
Marketing  Specialist 


 Division  Letter, _  Fovombcr  6",  1951   6U3 

J    IITSFECTIQIT  SERyt~cF7  ' 

1  c .     PROI.PTEESS  1TECSSSARY  IH  UAKDIG  APPEAL  IITSPECTIOHS  UITDER  P.A.C.  ACT 

The  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Secretary  under  the  Peri shah le  Agri- 
cultural Commodities  Act,  S.R.A.  121,  were  recently  amended  to  provide  for 
recognition  of  time  required  to  get  an  appeal  inspection,  when  report  on 
such  inspection  could  not  he  ohtained  within  the  "twenty-four  hours  after 
receipt  of  notice  .of  the  arrival  of  the  produce,"  provided  in  paragraph  11, 
section  h,  of  these  regulations. 

The  new  amendment  reads  in  part  as  follows:  ■  "Unless  the  dealer  noti- 
fies the  seller  within  2h  hours  after  he  has  received  notice  of  the  arrival 
of  the  produce  that  he  rejects  the  produce,  or  xtr.less  the  dealer  applies 
for  a  Federal  inspection  of  said  produce  within  the  same  period  and  notifies 
the  seller  of  his  rejection  of  said  produce  within  an  hour  after  he  has 
received  either  a  verbal  or  a  written  report  of  the  result  of  such  an  inspec- 
tion or  advice  that  HO  IIvSPECTIOl'T  CAiT  BE  HADE  within  2h  hours  after  filing 
application,  he  will  be  deemed  to  have  accepted  the  produce  as  "being  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  terms  of  the  contract  relating  to  such  produce." 

It  was  not  the  desire  of  the  Department  in  making  this  amendment  to 
extend  the  time  within  which  the  receiver  shall  either  accept  or  reject.  It 
is,   therefore,  highly  desirahlc  that  Doth  regular  and  appeal  inspections  in 
such  cases  he  made  immediately  upon  receipt  of  application,  and  that  the 
applicant  he  notified  hy  phone  of  the  results.     Those  offices  which  are  on 
leased  wire  should  always  find  out  whether  or  not  the  reports  of  appeal  in- 
spections to  Washington  can  he  transmitted  immediately.     If  not,  the  report 
should  he  sent  at  once  hy  Western  Union. 

Cases  of  this  kind,  when  it  is  known  that  they  involve  complaints 
under  the  F.A.C.  Act,  should  take  precedence  over  all  other  inspection  work. 
If  there  is  any  prohability  that  inspection  cannot  he  made  and  report  de- 
livered within  2h  hours  after  receiving  the  application,  the  applicant 
should  he  so  advised.    He  will  then  be  required  to  rely  on  his  own  judgment 
in  accepting  or  rejecting  the  shipment  in  question  within  the  allotted  2k 
hours. 

It  sometimes,  happens  that  the  shipping-point  certificate  oh  which  a 
report  is  desired  has  not  heen  received  in  Washington.    When  an  appeal  is 
involved  in  such  cases,  this  office  will  wire  the  shipping-point  supervisor 
for  the  report  and  advise  the  receiving-point  inspector  to  proceed  with  the 
appeal  and  wire  results  here.     It  is  expected  that  the  shipping-point  report 
will  "be  on  hand  by  the  time  the  results  of  appeal  inspection  are  known,  so 
that  prompt  advice  may  be  given  regarding  the  proper  procedure  as  to  rever- 
sing or  sustaining  the  original.     In  order  that  the  Washington  office  may 
know  whether  it  is  necessary  to  wire  the  shipping-point  supervisor  for  a 
report,  all  wires  for  reports  on  cars  involved  in  appeal  inspections  should 
end  with  the  word  "Appeal."    Unless  the  telegram  ends  with  the  word  "Appeal," 
it  will  not  be  considered  necessary  for  this  office  to  wire  the  shipping- 
point  supervisor  for  a  report. 

l|c.  SHORT  GRADE  FORMS  FOR  WASHIUGTOI'T  STATE  APPLES 

During  the  past  week,  all  inspectors  were  sent  copies  of  the  short 
grade  forms  for  Washington  State  apples,  1931.     If  anyone  was  overlooked,  he 
should  request  a  copy  from  the  Washington,  D.  C,  office. 
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2c.     "MOSTLY"  MEANS  MORE  THAN  ^0%  . 

Appeal  inspections  are  often  requested  for  size  only  and  sometimes 
involve  the  question  of  size  of  most  of  the  lot.    When  the  shipping-point 
certificate  shows  the  size  mostly    if  to  2x  inches  in  diameter,  appeal  in- 
spection should  be  made  to  determine  whether  more  than  ^Ofo  of  the  lot  falls 
"between  the  stated  range  and,  if  so,  it  should  be  reported  accordingly. 
The  statement  that  most  of  the  lot  ranges  from  if  to  2  inches  in  diameter 
would  not  reverse  a  shipping -point  certificate  showing  mostly  if  to  2% 
inches,  and  if  a  lot  is  mostly  if  to  2  inches  it  certainly  would  be  mostly 
■if  to  2\  inches,  if  there  were  any    stock  over  2  inches.     There  can  be 
several  size  gradations  to  which  the  term  ■"mostly"  would  apply,  all  of 
which  may  be  correct,  but  appeal  inspection  must  always  be  based  on  the 
same  "mostly"  as  stated'  on  the  original.     The  statement  of  "mostly"  will  be 
reversed  only  when  appeal  inspection  shows  less  than  50$  between  the  range 
stated. 

3c .     POTATO  INSPECTIONS  IN  MINNESOTA  AND  NORTH  DAKOTA 

G.  W.  Christenson,  Supervising  Inspector  located  at  Minneapolis,  sent 
the  following  report  under  date  of  October  2$:- 

"The  potato  shipping  season  is  well  under  way  in  Minnesota  and  North 
Dakota,  and  we  have  had  a  fairly  good  volume  of  inspections,   in  spite  of 
the  price  of  potatoes.    The  Hollandale  section  will  fall  far  below  expecta- 
tions, because  of  the  fact  that  there  were  a  few  hundred  carloads  trucked 
out  and  also  because  of  the  short  crop.    Another  week,  or  twc    will  wind  up 
inspections  in  that  section. 

"On  August  17,  I  started  the  first  training  class  in  Minneapolis,  for 
men  who  had  had  some  inspection  experience.     This  class  consisted  of  13  men, 
of  whom  I  accepted  12.     On  about  August  20,   I  started  a  training  class  for 
26  new  men,  who  had  been  gathered  by  the  State.    Of  these,  I  have  issued 
cards  to  only  six.     I  would  have  accepted  five  others,  but  they  could  not  be 
put  to  work  immediately  and,  in  the  meantime,  accepted  other  work.  After 
the  season  was  well  under  way,  I  trained  three  or  four  additional  men. 

"In  North  Dakota,  I  held  a  series  of  classes  at  Fargo,  Buxton  and 
Hoople.    Nearly  all  of  the  men  were  gathered  at  Eoople.    Mr.  Hastings  had 
spent  considerable  time,  picking  out  men  for  this  work.     Of  the  26  men,  I 
accepted  23,  some  of  whom  are  on  a  car  basis. 

"There  was  a  little  difficulty  at  the  start  of  the  season  in  Minne- 
sota, because  of  the  fact  that,  at  the  time  I  was  in  North  Dakota  training 
the  men,  I  should  have  been  at  Hollandale-    However,  the  Association  at 
Hollandale  has  been  well  satisfied  with  the  service  and  men  stationed  there. 

"It  was  rather  unfortunate  that  the  cooperative  work  should  start  in 
these  two  States  at  the  same  time  that  each  State  put  in  force  its  new 
labeling  act.     Together  with  low  prices,   inspection  end  tagging  laws,  some 
dealers  are  sorting  out  more  than  is  necessary  and  making  the  growers  haul 
the  sort-outs  back  home.     They  object  to  some  of  the  stock  which  they  are 
obliged  to  haul  back. 

"All  the  available  warehouses  are  full  of  potatoes  and  I  expect  the 
heaviest  work  in  Minnesota  to  start  about  the  latter  part  of  January." 


ABOUT  100  CARLOADS  of  northwestern  apples  will  be  distributed  through 
vending  machines  at  railroad  stations,  drug  stores,  newsstands  and  other 
transient  crowd  spots  of  the  East  and  the  Middle  West  this  winter* 
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TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  OF  SEIPFING-POINT  INSPECTION  WORK 


Approximate  date  of 

States 

:  Supervisor 

"Products  : 

Opening  : 

Closing 

PORTO  RICO: 

A.  S.  Mason,                         "  ; 
HC 2  Ochoa  Bldg. , 

p.  o.  Box  131+7,  ; 

San  Juan,  P.  R.  . 

C  i  t  rus 

April  1 

March  1 

MINNESOTA: 

G.  W.  Christenson,  ■ 
302  Gorham  Bldg. ,  \ 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  > 

Potatoes : 

Aug.  15 

Jan .  1 

WASHINGTON : 

W:.  A.  Plilgeson, 

Court  House  (Box  190),  : 
Wenatchee,  Wash. 

Apples 

Aug.  15 

Feb.  1 

INDIANA  AND 
MICEIGAN: 

J.  E.  Dickerson, 
Court  House, 

Warsaw,  Ind.  ; 

Onions 

Aug.  15 

Nov.  15 

WEST  VIRGINIA: 

J .   J .   G-p  rdnp t* 

Shenandoah  Bank  Bldg., 
Mar  t  in  sbur g ,  V/ .  Va . 

Ami!  ps 

Aug.  20 

Nov.  21 

NEW  EKGLAFD: 

F .   S .  Kins  ey , 

703  Appraiser's  Stores 
Bldg., 

Boston.  Mfvss. 

Arm  1  e  S 

Sept.  1 

Jan.  1 

VIRGIITIA: 

T.  W.  Ayres, 

211  Park  Place, 
IT"1  i  vp,r  s  i  tv .  "Va  . 

Apples 

Sopu  ih 

Feb.  1 

MAINS:  : 

G.  Ray  Warren, 
Caribou,  Maine. 

Potatoes 

:     Sept.  Ih 

April  1 

FLORIDA: 

0 .  G .  St r aus s , 
Box  1256, 

Winter  Haven,  Fla. 

Gi  tT*us 

j    Sept.  15 

"   May  15 

TEXAS : 

E.  T.  Longino, 

Roora  5,  Madison  liotel, 
P.  0.  Box  63s, 

Harl ingen ,  Texas . 

Git  rus 

:    Sept.  20 

March  I9 

NEW  YORK :  : 

J.  A.  Marks, 

310  Triangle  Bldg., 
Rochester,  II.  Y. 

Fruits  & 
Vegetables 

;  NOV.  9 

Dec.  15 

REPORTS  on  North 

Dakota,  potatoes  can  he  obtained  from  R. 

C •  Has  t  xn 

gs,  State 

College  Station,  Fargo,  N.  D.  Reports  on  products  from  other  States  can  be 
obtained,  as  usual,  from  the  supervisors  in  those  States. 
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kc .     CHANGES  III  LIS?  OF  PAST-DUE  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  should  be  taken,  from  the  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 
Lloyd  Garretson  Co.,  Yakima,  Washington  $4.00 

The  following  should  "be  added  to  the  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 
C.S.  Lowthrop  &  Co.,  Hope,  Arkansas  $4.00 

Midwest  Fruit  Co.,  Muskogee,  Oklahoma  $10.30 

R.  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection 

OFFICE  NOTES : 

J.  ¥.  Park  left  Washington  on  Wednesday  evening  for  the  South.  He 
will  go  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  will  spend  about  two  weeks  in  the  pecan  belt 
of  the  South,  to  observe  the  grading  and  packing  of  pecans  on  the  basis  of  the 
United  States  standards  for  that  product.    From  November  10  to  13,  Mr.  Park 
will  be  at  Memphis,  attending  the  sessions  of  the  southern  outlook  conference, 
where  he  will  represent  this  Division  on  the  outlook  for  fruits  and  peanuts. 

B.  C.  Boree  will  leave  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  by  November  10,  and  pro- 
ceed to  Texas.    After  visiting  the  market-news  offices  in  that  State,  he  will 
stop  at  Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis  on  his  return  to  Washington. 

J.  G.  Cross  has  completed  his  work  on  shipment  reports  in  the  State 
of  Florida  and  will  be  at  various  other  points  in  the  South  for  a  few  days, 
probably  reaching  St.  Louis  by  Tuesday.    His  next  stops  after  St.  Louis  will 
be  at  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  and  Chicago. 

Herbert  Graff,  inspector  in  Washington,  was  at  Roanoke,  Va. ,  on 
Thursday,  malting  an  appeal  inspection  of  a  car  of  potatoes. 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  of  the  Chicago  inspection  office,  was  called  to 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. ,  this  week  on  account  of  serious  illness  of  his  father. 

M.  C.  Gregory,  of  the  Fort  Worth  office,  is  spending  the  last  few  days 
cf  this  week  in  Oklahoma,  conferring  with  State  officials  and  getting  the 
shipping -point  inspection  work  on  sweet  potatoes  lined-up  properly.    A.  H. 
Polster,  of  the  Dallas  office,   substitutes  for  Mr.  Gregory  in  his  absence. 

A.  S.  Prugh  plans  to  close  the  field  station  at  Fresno,  Calif.,  by  the 
end  of  this  week  and  will  spend  the  next  few  days  there,  preparing  his  pre- 
liminary review  of  the  grape  season.    He  will  then  go  to  San  Francisco  and 
confer  with  W.  F.  Cox  regarding  material  for  the  final,  complete  summary  of 
the  deal.    Following  a  short  period  of  annual  leave,  Mr.  Prugh  will  report 
early  in  December  at  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  where  he  will  issue  market  reports  on 
winter  lettuce. 

In  view  of  the  above  item,  Fresno  should  be  dropped  after  this  week 
from  the  list  of  Temporary  Field  Stations  of  the  Market  News  Service. 


The  D.L.  editor  will  appreciate  interesting  news  items  from  your  office 
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OFFICE  HOTES  (COHTIHUED)  : 

W.  S.  Harrison,  of  the  Baltimore  office,  was  in  Washington  on  Wednes- 
day, conferring  on  matters  relating  to  the  market -news  work.    A  recent  devel- 
opment of  interest  in  Baltimore  has  been  the  export  of  some  SO  carloads  of 
apples  from  that  loort  to  European  markets. 

It  is  understood  that  J.  A.  Marks  will  close  the  Brocton,  11.  Y. ,  office 
of  the  Shipping-Point  Inspection  Service  this  Saturday  and  will  make  his  head- 
quarters in  the  Rochester  office  until  the  last  of  the  year.  He  will  continue 
to  serve  as  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  of  Hew  York  products. 

Paul  M.  Williams,  in  charge  of  the  Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Grading 
Service,  expects  to  proceed  within  a  few  days  to  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  and 
other  points  in  that  territory.    He  will  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Wisconsin 
Canners'  Association  at  Milwaukee  on  ITovember  11,  and  give  an  address  on: 
"The  Hew  Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Grading  Service."    At  Chicago,  Mr. 
Williams  will  confer  with  E.  P.  Bostwick,  in  charge  of  the  branch  office  in 
that  city,  and  with  members  of  the  trade  and  other  interested  persons.  Pie 
will  also  address  a  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Warehousemen's  Association  in 
Chicago  on  the  evening  of  ITovember  10. 

J.  D.  Hamilton,  of  the  Portland  office,  has  gone  to  Bellingham,  Wash., 
to  draw  samples  of  canned  goods,  which  will  later  be  graded  in  behalf  of  the 
Veterans'  Administration.    W.  L.  Close,  of  the  Salem,  Oregon,  office  is  per- 
forming a  similar  service  at  Salem. 

J.  C.  Bigger,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Easton,  Md. ,  office  of  the 
Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Grading  Service,  will  close  that  office  by  the  end 
of  this  week  and  come  to  Washington  for  temporary  assignment  here. 

R.  K.  Shoemaker,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  left  Washington  on  Wednesday 
and  will  make  investigations  under  the  P.A.C.  Act  at  Indiana,  Pa.,  and  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.     Today  he  is  in  Youngstown,  Ohio,  attending  the  public  hearing  in 
the  case  of  K.  W.  King  Company  vs.  Mathew  Mercuric  &  Company.     He  will  be 
back  in  Washington  by  the  early  part  of  next  week. 

The  excess-wool-profits  case,  which  was  to  be  tried  in  the  Federal 
district  court  at  Indianapolis  next  Monday,  has  been  postponed  until  Monday, 
November  l6,  and  W.  L.  Evans  and  H.  V.  DeMott  have  had  to  delay  their  trip 
to  Indianapolis  until  the  latter  part  of  next  week. 

Miss  Lucy  Watt,  of  the  Yfashington  market-news  offices,  was  called  to 
her  home  in  Green sbrjrg, Pa. ,  today  on  account  of  illness  of  her  father. 
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•la.    APPLES  IN  COLD.  STORAGE.  ON  NOVEMBER  1 

The  following  figures  on  apples  in  cold  storage  November  1  were  released 
by  the  Bureau  in  Washington  on  Thursday 


November  1,  1931 : 
November  1,  1930: 
Five-year  Average 


Barrels 
2,263,000 
1,571,000 

2,352,000 


Boxes 
1U, 670,000 
15,669,000 
11,529,000 


Baskets 
9,575,000 
6,7^8,000 
1|,721,000 


Total  cold-storage  holdings  are  equivalent  to  10,3^5,000  barrels,  or 
ihfo  more  than  last  year  and  33$  above  average.    About  %0-/o  of  the  boxed  apples 
were  still  in  Pacific  Coast  storages,. 


2a.    ADDITIONAL  SUMMARIES  ISSUED 

.  The  following  summaries  of  field  deals  have  been  issued  this  week:- 
"Marketing  Texas  Spinach,  I93O-3I  Season,"  by  Marvin  G.  Longino,  of  the  San 
Antonio  office. 

"Marketing  Colorado  Onions,  I93O-3I  Season,"  by  Bryce  Morris,  Denver  office. 


The  next  two  items  wore  taken  from  "The  Facts  in  Food  Distribution," 
published  in  New  York  City  on  November  7^ 

3a.     FORD  FARM  GIVES  EMPLOYMENT  TO  MANY  ■  ; 

"Upward  of  100,000  bushels  of  carrots  on  the  Ford  12,000 -acre  farm  will 
be  gathered  by  65O  men,  several  t imos  the  number  usually  needed  for  harvesting 
with  machinery.  Mr.  Ford  has  already  vetoed  several  suggestions  to  use  modern 
moxhinery  on  his  farm  this  year." 

ka.     TRAINS  CARRY  TRUCKS ; TO  SOLVE  COMPETITIVE  PROBLEM 

"Service  designed  to  offset  truck  competition  by  offering  the  transpor- 
tation of  loaded  truck  bodies  by  rail — costing  less  than  operation  of  trucks 
over  the  same  distance — will  be  started  by  the  Pennsylvania,  B.      0.  and  - 
Central  of  New  Jersey  railroads..   Trucks  will  be  lifted  from  chassis  to  rail- 
way car  and  put  down  at  the  destination  Without  charge,  rates  providing  a  flat 
charge  according  to  weight  of  the  truck  body.    New  service  will  be  provided 
between  Jersey  City-Hoboken-Philadelpliia,  Scranton,  Baltimore  and  Richmond." 


THE  POTATO  CROP  FORECAST  was  increased  to  about  382,000,000  bushels 
by  November  1,  or  slightly  more  than  the  five-year  average  figure.     Total  pro- 
duction is  nor;  estimated,  to  be  11$  greater  than  last  season'. 
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"!   MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE  I 

lb .  i  TEXAS  CITRUS  MOVEMENT  INCREASING 

■  W.  D.  Googe  reported  as  follows  from  Brownsville  in  a  letter  of 
November  8:~ 

" Citrus  shipments  from  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  last  week  increased 
approximately  J0/o  over  those  of  the  week  "before,  totaling  more  than  130  cs.rs. 
About  110  of  these  were  grapefruit.  ;  Although  figures  are  not  available,  it  is 
estimated  that  throe-fourths  of  the  grapefruit  was  Marsh  Seedless.  Motor-truck 
movement  is  about-  one-fourth  of  the  rail  movement.    About  two-thirds  of  the 
citrus  shipped  in  trucks,  is  packed 'in  "bushel  baskets  and'  tubs,  and  consists  of 
small  sizes  and  culls.  'One  load  for  Lubbock,  Texas,  was ■ in  small  fiber  open- 
mesh  sacks,  containing  one-eighth  of  a  box.    As  the  hauling  distance  is  about 
800  miles,  considerable 'Curiosity  exists  as  to  how  these  packages  would  stand 
up  under  those  conditions.   •  .  ... 

"It  is  expected  that  shipments  will  increase  gradually  during  the  next 
two  weeks.    The  weather  is  fairly  cool,  "but  no  rain  has  "been  reported.  In 
general,  fruit  is  being  handled  for  the  account  of  the  grower-    A  few  cars 
have  been  loaded  by  independent  shippers,  who  paid  gro'.7ers  1^  to  per 
pound  for  U.S.  No .  1  Marsh  Seedless .  <  .'  . 

"About.  10.  cars,  of  beets  werp.;  shipped  during  the.. week,  -  a  new  record,  for 
early  shipments  in  the  Valley.    There  was  also  a  car  of  mixed  vegetables  con- 
sisting of  beets,  carrots,  eggplant  and  squash.    The  movement  of  snap  beans  in 
express  lots  has  held  about  steady,  in  the  aggreg.ate  probably  totaling  four  or 
five  cars  a  week." 

2b.     FREEZING  WEaTHER  IIT  NORTESRN  MAINE  POTATO  DISTRICT 

V.  E.  Nicholson  reported  as  follows  in- a  letter  , of  November.. 7-  from 

Presque  Isle:-  .  •  .        -.  .  ' 7  ' 

"There  has  been  little  activity  in  the  Maine  potato  market.  Shipments 

the  past  week  were  very  light.    Despite  the  comparatively  light  track-holdings 

in  most  terminal  markets,  demand  is  limited  and  there  has  been  only  a  small 

volume  of  sales. 

"The  street  price  remained  close  to  50^  bulk  per  barrel,  but  a  firmer 
tone  has  been  noticed  the  last  two  days.    Temperatures,  dropped  to  around  22 
degrees  Thursday  night,  but  most  of  the  crop  is  protected  to  withstand  temper- 
atures that  low  and  no  damage  is  expected." 

3b.     MANY  WISCONSIN  POTATOES  HAULED  BY  TRUCK 

The  following  brief  report  came  from  A.  M.  McDowell,  at  Waupaca,  under 
.date  of  November  8:- 

" There  was  very  little  change  in  the  Wisconsin  potato  situation  during 
the  past  week.     The  mild  weather  has  permitted  truck  movement  to  continue  with- 
out.  interruption.    Although  the  prices  paid  by  the  truckers  are  about  the  same 
as  by  the  warehouses,  net  returns  to  growers  are  possibly  a  little  higher,  due 
to  the  reduction  in  hauling  costs  and  to  the  fact  that  grading  may  not  bo 
quite  so  strict'.     The  volume  moving  by  truck  will  undoubtedly  continue  about 
as  at  present,  until  the  weather  becomes  too  cold." 
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U"b .     RECENT  CROP  NOTES  FROM  MICHIGAN 

R.  E.  Keller  submitted  the  following  inf o relation  in  a  letter  of 
November  7  from  Grand  Rapids :- 

"Onions : -    During  the  past  week  trading  has  been  quite  dull,  with  far- 
mers and  shippers  holding  firmly  on  quality  stock.    Many  of  the  present  ship- 
ments are  of  distress  stock,  consisting  of  small-sized  poor-quality  onions 
that  will  not  hold  up  in  storage.     Cash  "buyers,  representing  large  terminal 
marketing  houses,  are  "buying  most  of  this  stock  direct.     The  pressure  of  this 
smaller  stock  is  as  yet  keeping  most  of  the  city  quotations  "below  the  specula- 
tive market  on  the  better-quality  larger-sized  onions  at  shipping  point. 

"Potatoes :-    Demand  has  been  rather  slow,  with  the  market  continuing 
dull  and  weak.     Shippers  last  week  reduced  the  price  to  farmers  to  2^<ft  per 
cwt.,  which  is  now  reacting  in  lighter  offerings.     Shipments  to  date  are  more 
than  triple  those  of  a  year  ago,,  and  present  indications  are  that  Michigan's 
carlot  movement  will  exceed  that  of  either  of  the  past  two  seasons. 

"Apples:-    The  apple  market  is  very  dull.    F.o.b.  sales  are  scarce. 
The  trucking  demand,  which  aided  in  moving  so  much  of  the  previous  fruit  crops 
is  conspicuously  light.     From  present  indications,  Michigan  will  be  shipping 
heavily  for  some  time.    A  year  ago,  most  of  the  apple  crop  had  been  sold  and 
shipped. " 


5b .     LOW  PRICES  FOR  IDAHO  POTATOES 

The  following  report  was  taken  from  a  letter  of  November  6,  written  by 
R.  G.  Risser,  at  Idaho  Falls :- 

"The  first  week  in  November  has  developed  no  improvement  in  the  market 
for  Idaho  potatoes.     Demand  has  been  very  light  and  the  market  week.  Pro- 
ducers are  still  receiving  only  35<£-UO^  per  cwt.  of  U.S.  No.  1  Russets,  and 
from  5^  to  10^  for  U.S.  No.  2  stock. 

"Figures  on  production  and  shipments  indicate  that  there  are  more  pota- 
toes in  the  United  States  to  be  moved  from  now  on  than  there  were  a  year  ago. 
If  consumer  demand  should  be  no  better  this  winter  than  last  winter,  the  pros- 
pect is  not  bright.     On  the  other  hand,  the  western  crop  is  lighter  than  a 
year  ago  and,  while  the  size  and  'quality  are  generally  inferior,  the  condition 
of  stock  is  better  because  a  large  part  of  the  crop  was  harvested  without  .  ■ 
freezing-injury  .and  went  into  storage  clean  and  dry." 

6b.  COLORADO  CAULIFLOWER  MOVEMENT  ENDED;  OTHER  CROPS  IN  STORAGE 

Eryce  Morris  sent  the  following  brief  report  from  Denver  in  a  letter 
of  November  ~(:~ 

"The  Colorado  cauliflower  season  ended  this  week,  with  the  total  move- 
ment 1,1+30  cars,  approximately  120  more  than  were  shipped  last  year.  Weather 
conditions  have  continued  ideal,  with  no  storms  to  date.     The  sugar-beet  crop 
in  northern  Colorado  will  be  practically  all  harvested  by  the  end  of  next  week 
Potatoes  and  onions  are  all  in  storage.     Growers  continue  to  hold  for  higher 
prices  on  both  of  these  commodities. 

"One  car  of  New  York  Concord  grapes  was  unloaded  today  and  sold  at  75^ 
per  12-quart  basket.'    These  are  the  first  New  York  grapes  received  on  the 
Denver  market  in  the  past  five  seasons." 
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7b.     RECEI'TT  DEVELCPMEhTS  IIT  wESJERh  ITW  YORK 

R.  L.  Sutton  included  the  following  information  in  a  report  of 
ITovember  10  from  the  Rochester  office :- 

"During  the  past  seven  days,  slight  improvement  has  "been  shown  in  the 
potato  market.    E.o.b.  carlot  values  advanced  "slightly  .and  prices  paid  to 
growers  increased  y$.     Cabbage  movement  continues  liberal,  demand  limited,  and 
market  generally  weak.     Celery  holdings  were  reduced  by  about  70  cars,  trading 
is  slow,  and  the  market  rales  slightly  easier.    Hot  much  change  was  noted  in 
onions ,  "but  market  has  shown  tendency  to  be  dull.    Apples  increased  somewhat 
in  output.     Conspicuous  were  the  quantities  going  to  cider  plants.  Little 
movement  shown  for  export.     Carrots  continued  mostly  ruichsnged,   there  being 
about  a  lOp  variation  in  prices  of  100-pound  sacks.     The  grape  season  is  about 
concluded.    Only  a  few  cars  are  remaining  in  the  Chautauqua-Erie  belt,  which 
extends  into  Pennsylvania.    Approximately  U,000  cars  out  of  hew  York  State 
this  season  to  date. 

"Interest  displayed  last  week  by  chain-store  operators  was  largely  re- 
sponsible for  the  improvement  in  the  potato  situation.    Recent  reports  indicate 
growers  to  be  receiving  mostly  30^,  bulk  per  bushel,  for  their  offerings.  .  The 
colder  weather  of  last  week  served  as  a  stimulus  for  some  of  the  growers  to 
start  moving  their  potatoes  from  farm  storage  to  warehouses.    Realizing  that 
freezing  temperatures  would  be  detrimental,  it  is  to 'be  assumed  that  haulings 
should  hold  up  fairly  well,  prior  to  the    catting- in  of  real  winter.    Of  the 
markets  receiving  western  hew  York  potatoes,  Pittsburgh  is  by  far  taking  the 
lead.    During  recent  days,  more  than,  one-third  of  the  total  roll  has  been  . 
destined  to  that  market. 

"The  distribution  of  cabbage  is  widespread,  with  an  average  day's  ship- 
ments being  billed  to  U5  or  50  different  markets.     Loaded  cars  that  accumulated! 
on  track  at  some  of  the  shipping  points  were  disposed  of  a.t  a,  loss  to  the  orig- 
inal buyer.     In  some  instances,  carlot  sales  of  bulk. Danish  last  week  went  as 
low  as  $6    per  ton.    Prices  paid  to  growers  are  reported  mostly  $5~'t6,  bulk 
per  ton. 

" Celery  holdings  have  been  reduced  by  about  70  cars  since  our  last  cold- 
storage  report.    The  quantity  on  hand  throrgh  ITovember  6  in  western  hew  York 
was  50 o ,  S2i|  crates.    At  this  time  last  yea.r,  the  storage  holdings  had  reached 
a  maximum  of  5311,611-2  crates  for  the  season.    Dealers  seem  to  feel  generally 
thai  there  is  much  ordinary  stock  in  storage.     It  would  appear  that  an  active 
movement  should  occur  before  Thanksgiving.    By  so  doing,  much  of  the  celery  with 
the  short  storage  life  can  be  moved  into  consumption.    California  will  have  to 
be  counted  as  a  fa.ctor  from  now  until  the  close  of  the  hew  York  season.  Re- 
ports from  Florida  indicale  an  abnormally  heavy  acreage  of  celery  to  b e  cut  in 
January . 

"An  appreciable  volume  of  apples  is  being  shipped  to  cider  plants.  Dur- 
ing recent  days,  as  many  as  15  cars,  or  nearly  one-third  the  total,  could  be 
seen  from  the  destination  records  to  be  going  to  juice-plants.     Shipments  for 
export 'were  slightl;/  heavier.    Even  with  the  depreciated  British  currency,  it 
is  believed  that  most  of  the  export  movement  is  on  consignment .     On  this  basis, 
the  shippers  are  paid  at  the  current  exchange  value  of  the  pound  sterling. 
Carlot  shipments  of  hew  York  apples  are  about  H,000  cars  behind  those  of  last 
season. " 


•  EARLY  OITIOh  ACREAGE  Ih  SOUTHERN  TEXAS  may  possibly  exceed  that  of  any 
past  season,  if  the  intended  21,3^0  e.cres  materialize.  La.st  year  there  were 
17,200  acres  of  early  onions  in  Texas. 
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gb.     ADDITION  TO  THE  CODE,  EFFECTIVE  NOVEMBER  20  ■ 

On  the  "KA-KE-KI"  page  of  code,  add  the  following  under  Containers: 

KIBUB  -  Bulk  per  "barrel  measure 

9b .     INTERESTING  GRAPEFRUIT  SITUATION  IN  MINNEAPOLIS  MARKET 

L.  C.  Tate  sent  the  following  report  from  Minneapolis  under  date  of 
November  10:- 

11  Developments  in  the  local  grapefruit  situation  are  interesting.  Last 
year  Florida  shippers,  in  order  to  compete  with  Texas,  sent  a  considerable 
quantity  of  bulk  grapefruit  into  this  market.    Near  the  end  of  the  season  it 
seems  the  Florida,  shipments  of  bulk  fruit  showed  a  continual  decline  in 
quality.     Local  dealers  eventually  came  to  regard  this  stock  as  'junk'  and, 
when  the  current  season  opened,   there  was  practically  no  demand  for  this  style 
of  loading. 

"Texas  fruit  is  moving  freely  on  the  local  market*,   at  present  bringing 
generally  the  same  price  as  Florida  stock.-    Yesterday,  Mr.  Ferguson  and  I 
looked  at  a  car  of  boxed  Florida.  No.  2  grapefruit.     Although  inspection  was  re- 
quired on  the  basis  of  that  grade,   it  seemed  that  this  fruit  was  the  equal  of 
No.'  1.     Apparently  the  Florida  operators  feel  that  high-grading  will  reestab- 
lish their  market  here,  and  are  using  these  fine-quality  No.  2's  as  a  leader. 

"Judging  by  the  volume  of  sales  recently  reported  to  our  office,  the 
bushel  ba,sket  packed  in  Texas  is  the  main  reason  for  that  State  having  a  pref- 
erence on  this  market .    Baskets  have  moved  twice  as  fa.st  as  boxes  during  the 
past  month.    Florida  bulk  receipts,  locally  packed  in  bushel  ba.skets,  enjoy  a 
fairly  good  movement,  but  boxes  are  exceptionally  slow.    Because  of  the  vari- 
ance in  sizes  among  bulk  loads,  bushels  packed  locally  do  not  have  the  attrac- 
tive appearance  of  the  Texas  fruit. 

"California  tomatoes  li&»ve  become  a  prominent  market  line  during  the 
last  10  days.    Western  and  Michigan  colery  are  fast  replacing  homegrown  stock. 
A  considerable  number  of  carloads  have  been  bought  for  prompt  loading,  in 
anticipation  of  a  good  holiday  market  later  this  month.    Oregon  stock,  on  a 
delivered  basis,  is  bringing  aro\md  50^  premium  over  California  delta  stock 
and  about  $1  premium  over  Venice  celery." 

WENDELL  CALHOUN, 
Marketing  Specialist 


ALL  MARKET  -NEWS  OFFICES  should  be  sure  to  make  all  changes  in  the 
code,  as  listed  in  the  Division  Letter. 
See  Par.  8b  on  this  page. 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  TEWS  SERVICE 


Stations 

Mail 
List 

In 

Charge 

• 

Reports  : 

First 
Bulletin 

Probably 
will  close 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.**  j 

837 

p.. 

L. 

Sxi.t  t  on 

Pcarp* 

Sept. 

2 

Oct.  27* 

T)—~^1G   Tri^np-l  p  Blrip-.  ' 

Sept . 

2 

Carrots 

DCp  I>  • 

0 

May  21 

^  : 

Cabbage 

Sept. 

2 

Mar.  26 

Sept. 

2 

Jon  Q 

Apples 

oep  Z  • 

0 
0 

May  21 

Peaches* 

Sept. 

10 

Oct.  3* 

flv»;~iT\  p  O 
\JT  X  <  L W  C-  O 

Sept . 

23 

Nov.  7* 

* 

Potatoes 

May  21 

PRSSQUS  ISLE,  ME.**  j 

v. 

H. 

"Mi  c"hnl  ^ot) 

Poin tops 

Sept . 

10 

Apr.  30 

Hedrich  Block  • 

WAUPACA   wis.**  : 

A  . 

JrL.  • 

M. 

IvipTlnv/p  1  1 

iuWJJU  W  0  _L  X 

Pn  f.n  tops 

Sept. 

1U 

Mar .  26 

Court  House  : 

MARTINSBURG    W    VA  ■ 

P 
XI  • 

M 

■"■Jr  Jr  x  ^ 

Sept . 

15 

Dec.  12 

9  County  Coxvrt  House  | 

IDAHO  FALLS,   IDAHO  • 

G. 

Pi  SSf^T 

Pn  tp tnps 

Sept . 

17 

Mr>v  7 

23O  Federal  Bldg.  j 

J 

1 

BROWNSVILLE,  TEXAS  **  1 

931 

w. 

D. 

Googe 

Citrus 

Oct. 

Mar .  1 

Chamber  of  Cornraerce  : 

Vegetables 

Jan. 

1 

June  1 

WINTER  HAVEN,  FLA.**  j 

920 

H. 

F. 

Willson 

Citrus 

Oct. 

19 

May  Ik 

DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg.  i 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.** 

S95 

R. 

E. 

Keller 

Apples 

Oct. 

30 

Nov .  20 

U12  P.O.  Bldg. 

Onions 

Oct. 

30 

Apr.  2 

Potatoes 

Oct. 

30 

May  1U 

The  folio 


,?ing  station  closed  on  date  indicated: 


FRESNO,  CALIF.** 
212  Holland  Bldg. 


919 


A.  E.  Prugh 


;  Grapes 


July  22   .    Nov.  7 


**  State  cooperating 

W.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco 
B.  E.   Surry  in  Portland 
A.  E.  Prugh  on  leave  at  Los  Angeles 


*Reports  discontinued 

J.  B.  Owens  in  Chicago 

H.  S.  Rutland  at  Williston,  Fla. 


FIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 

in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 


_ 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


lc.    WARM  WEATHER  AFFECTING  INDIANA-MICHIGAN  01TI0ITS  IIT  STORAGE 

J.  S.  Dickerson  sent  the  following. information  from  Warsaw,  Indiana, 
in  a  letter  of  November  10:- 

"I  shall  return  to  the  Indianapolis  office  on  November  15  but  receiving- 
point  inspectors  should  continue  to  wire  the  Warsaw  office  on  both  Indiana  and 
Michigan  onions,  to  obtain  a  prompt  reply.     The  work  in  both  States  will,  no 
doubt,  continue  through, the  winter  until  about,  April  10. 

"The  onion  crop  is  turning  out  even  shorter  than  originally  anticipated. 
Sizes  are  still  running  exceptionally , small,  especially  in  the  extreme  north- 
eastern part  of  the  onion  district.    Recently  we  have  inspected  several  cars 
in  which  the  onions  were  run  over  a  one-inch  screen. 

"The  weather  has  been  exceptionally  warm,  and  we  have  noted  that  onions 
in  practically  all  the  storages  show  ail  exceptional'  amount  of  sprouts  for  this 
time  of  the  year.    Decay  is  also  considerably  more  prevalent  than  usual.  Be- 
cause of  these  facts,  we  anticipate  a  relatively  heavy  movement  of  onions  in 
December  and  early  in  January,  to  salvage  as  much  of  this  stock  as  possible,  - 
especially  if  the  weather  continues  mild.  . 

"Prices  have  advanced  materially  within  the  last  week  but  the  movement 
is  light,  due  probably  to  tho  fact  that  most  of  the  .onions  are  :ih  the  hands 
of  speculators  who  have  already  placed  the  stock  in  storage.     The  stock  that 
does  remain  in  the  growers'  hands  is  either  .exceptionally  poor  and  the  buyers 
have  not  seen  fit  to  purchase  it  at  .any  price,  or  it  is  above  the  average  stock 
which  the  grower    is  holding  for  higher  prices." 

2c .     CHANGES  IN  LIST  OP  PAST-DUE  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  should  be  taken  from    List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 
D.  A.  Orza,  ~     20k  Pranklin  St. ,  New  York  City 

M.  Goldman,  Akron,  Ohio 

The  following  should  be  added  to  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 
Agricultural  Exchange,    Pittsburgh,  Pa* 

3c.     LOS  ANGELES  CAULIFLOWER  MOVING 

F._  C.  Cadwallader  reports  that  cauliflower,  inspections  are  picking  up 
very  rapidly  in  the  Los  Angeles  district.    He. expects  to  need  the  full  force  of 
inspectors  by  November  5-    At  present,  they  are  inspecting  about  JO/o  of  the 
shipments.    So  far,  the  cauliflower  has  been  of  very  good  quality  and  the  ship- 
pers have  not  been  shipping  any  below  S5$  U.S.  No.  1.    The  general  feeling  is 
that  this  standard  will  be  hold  throughout . the  season,  as  the  acreage  is  con- 
siderably larger  than  last  year.    A  few  cars  of  celery  have  also  been  inspected.- 
(California  Inspectors'  Notes,  October'.  JO) 


THE  SWEET-POTATO  CROP  PROSPECTS  were  reduced  during  October  by  continued 
dry  weather  in  the  South,  although  eastern  producing  States  showed  considerable 
gains.     Total  production  is  now  forecast  at  73,^00 ,000  bushels,  compared  with 
62,200,000  last  year  and  a  five-year  average  of  SO, 300,000  bushels.  Average 
yield  per  acre  is  only  a  little  over  Sh  bushels,-  11  bushels  below  the  long- 
time average  for  the  United  States. 


$12.00 
$1.00 


TEMPORARY  HEADQUARTERS  OF  SHIPPIHG-POirT  IHSPSC: 

PIOS  VJORK 

Approximate  date  of 

State 

Supervisor,. 

Products 

Opening  :; 

Closing 

PORTO  RICO:       •  ;, 

A.  S.  .Mason, 

lj02  Ochoa  3 lag.,           ...  . 
-     P.  0.  Box  I3U7,  ,.: 
San  Juan;,  P.,  R. 

'.Citrus 

April  1*; 

March  1 

MIBITESOTA: 

G.  ¥•.  ■ Claris  tens  pn:j  ■-.  • 
302  Gorham  Bldg* ,  • 
Minneapolis,  Minn.- 

Potatoes 

Aug.  15 

Jan.  1 

WASHIITGTOIT: 

W,  A..  Hilgeson, 

Court  - Mouse:  (Box  190) , 
Y7enatch.ee ,  Wash* 

Apples 

Aug.  15 

Fob .  1 

WEST  VIRGINIA: 

J.  J.  Gardner, 

Shenandoah  Bank  Bldg. , 
Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 

Apples 

Aug.  20 

ITov.  21 

HEW  EHGLAHD: 

P.  S.  Kinsey, 

703  Appraiser's  Stores 
Bldg., 
.           Boston,  Mass. 

Apples  ' 

Sept.  1 

Jan.  1 

VTRGIHIA: 

T.  W.  Ayres, 
;      211  Park  Place, 

University,  Ya.  . 

Apples 

Sept.  lk 

Feb.  1  I 

MAI  HE : 

■  G.  Ray  Warren 
;      Caribou,  Maine 

Potatoes  . 

Sept.  Ik 

April  1 

FLORIDA: 

;  0.  G.  Strauss, 

;      Box  125o, 

■         Winter  Haven,  Fla. 

Citrus . 

Sept.  15 

May  15 

TEXAS : 

;  H.  T.  Longino, 

■      Room  5 >  Madison  Hotel, 

:       P.  0.  Box  63s, 

:            Harlingcn,  Texas. 

.  Citrus 

Sept.  20 

March  15 

HEW  YORK: 

•J.  A.  Marks, 

;      310  Triangle  Bldg., 

•         Rochester,  IT.  Y. 

Fruits  & 
Yegs . 

ITov .  9 

Dec.  15 

REPORTS  on  Horth  Dakota  notatoes  can  "be  obtained 

from  R.  C. 

Eastings , 

State 

College  Station,  Fargo,  IT.  D. 
REPORTS  on  Indiana  and  Michigan  onions  can  be  had  from  Federal-State  Inspection, 
Court  House,  Warsaw,  Ind.  . 
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lie.     FLORIDA  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS 

The  following  report  was  recently  received  from  Florida.     It  covers 
shipping-point  inspections  in  that  State  for  the  last  half  of  October: - 


Oct.  16-31 : 
To  Oct.  15: 
Thru  Oct.  31 : 


...  FRUITS 
Grapefruit    Oranges    Mixed  Citrus 

186  35 

67     •     ■  i" 


13 


253    .  ■  13 

NO  VEGETABLES  inspected. 


Total 
23I+ 
6s 
302 


Total  Inspections  through  Oct.  31' 
Year  -    1931      1930      1929  192S      1927  1926 

Cars  -      302        362         51  205  "105 


E.  C.  3UTNEE, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection 


OFFICE  NOTES:  • 

B.  C.  Boree,  en  route  pack  to  Washington,  will  take  a  few  days'  leave 
in  southern  Illinois  and  will  probably  not  be  at  his  desk  until  after  Thanks- 
giving. 


Sympathy  is  extended  to  Miss  Lucy  Watt,  of  the  Washington  staff,  in 
the  death  of  her  father  at  Greensburg,  Pa.,  last  Tuesday,    Miss  Watt  probably 
will  return  to  duty  next  week,  after  being  at' her  home  since  November  6. 

The  annual  convention  of  the  American  Veneer  Package  Association  was 
held  at  the  Wardman  Park  Hotel, in  Washington,  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day of  this  week.     This  is  the  national  organization,  manufacturing  fruit 
packages.     Sessions  of  the  convention  were  attended  by  C.  W.  Kitchen,  Assist- 
ant Chief  of  Bureau,  and  bjr  H.  A.  Spilman  and  L.  C.  Carey,  of  the  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Division. 

B I EM INGHAM  office  of  the  Inspection  Service  will  be  reopened  about 
Tuesday,  November  17 •    W.  W.  Anderson,  who  has  been  handling  special  certifi- 
cation work  on  apple  exports  at  Montreal,  Canada,  will  complete  that  work  by 
Saturday  of  this  week,  and  will  proceed  to  his  headquarters  at  Birmingham, 
stopping  at  the  Washington  office  en  route. 

D.  L.  Lacy,  who  was  substituting  in  the  Columbus  office  of  the  Inspec- 
tion Service  for  afew  months,  has  now  returned  to  his  headquarters  in  Chicago. 
M.  W.  Baker  has  again  assumed  charge  in  Columbus,  after  having  supervised 
inspection  work  at  shipping  points  throughout  Ohio. 

■  D.  C.  Beeler,  of  the  Chicago  inspection  staff,  will b e  on  annual  leave 
until  December  1. 


Don't  forget  that  you  can  increase  the  value  of  the  D.L.  by  furnishing 
timely  information  from  your  territory. 
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OFFICE  i'*OTES  (COI'TIITUSD) :  . 

J.  E.  Dickerson  will  be  in  charge  of  the  Indianapolis  office  after  this 
week,  having  completed  his  personal  supervision  of  onion  inspections  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  State.       '  " 

B.  H.  Howell,  who  had  been  substituting  in  the  Indianapolis  office,  was 
called  to  Kansas  City  last  Tuesday  on  account  of  the  death  of  his  wife's 
mother.    He  has  no1.?  returned  to  his  headquarters  in  Chicago. 

A.  F.  Carr,  one  of  the  eight  cooperative  inspectors  who  handle  rail- 
road inspections  at  the  northern  Ohio  Food -Terminal  in  Cleveland,  resigned, 
effective  October  30* 

F.  G.  Robb,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  is  on  annual  leave  until 
ITovember  23 • 

E.  V.  DeMott ,  of  the  Domestic  Wool  Section,  went  to  Boston  on  Mond-iy 
to  obtain  additional  records  on  191S  wool  transactions  from  the  files  of  the 
Wool  Purchasing  Quartermaster.    Ee  then  went  to  Detroit  and  assisted  J.  S. 
Bohannon,  of  the  Solicitor's  Office,  in  preparing  a  bill  of  particulars  in 
another  excess-wool-profits  case.  :  He  will  be  at  Indianapolis  by  the  end  of 
this  week  to  assist  in  the  case  which  will  be  tried  in  the  District  Court  at 
Indianapolis  on  Monday. 

J.  S.  Bohannon  was  in  Chicago  on  Monday.    Before  Judge  r;ilkerson,  of 
the  Federal  District  Court,  Mr.  Bohannon' argued  a  motion  in  the  excess-wool- 
profits  case  against  S.  Silverman  &  Son,  of  Chicago.' 

At  the  urgent  request  of  apple  growers  and  shippers  in  the  Potomac 
Valley  area,,  the  market-news  office  at  Ma,rtinsburg  willbe  kept  in  operation 
until  about  December  12. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Vol.  12,  No.  ko  November  20,  1931 

FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LETTER  ■ 
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Not  for  publication 

la.     USE  OF  PERS  QNALLY-OY/NSD  AUTOMOBILES  FOR  OFFICIAL  TRAVEL 

Reference  is  made  to  Par.  1-a  in  Division  Letter  dated  October  l6,  1 93^ > 
discontinuing  the  use  of  personally-owned  automobiles  except  for  relatively 
long  trips  such  as  between  permanent  or  temporary  posts  of  duty  and  for  travel 
paid  by  a  State  or  other  agency  under  cooperative  agreement. 

It  was  hoped,  when  the  above  item  was  published,  that  definite  infor- 
mation could  be  obtained  at  an  early  date  from  the  office  of  the  Comptroller 
General  as  to  joist  what  constitutes  official  travel  at  a  permanent  station, 
for  which  the  payment  of  mileage  for  the  use  of  a  personally-owned  automobile 
cannot  be  allowed,  and  what  constitutes  travel  away  from  an  official  station, 
for  which  payment  of  mileage  can  be  allowed.    But  thus  far  ho  information  in 
this  respect,  which  can  be  used  generally,  has  been  given  out.     This  Division, 
therefore,  is  not  yet  in  a  position  to  authorize  mileage  for  the  use  of  a 
personally-owned  automobile  for  travel  anywhere  in  the  vicinity  of  a  post  of 
duty  with  confidence  that  expense  accounts,  including  this  item,  will  be 
passed  for  payment  by  the  Comptroller  General's  office. 

There  appears,  however,  to  be  a  trend  toward  leniency  in  the  auditing 
of  r.ccounts  involving  the  payment  of  mileage  for  personally-owned  automobiles 
and,  for  this  reason,  it  is  now  thought  possible  to  authorize  to  some  extent 
mileago  for  personally-owned  automobiles  for  travel  between  temporary  or 
permanent  posts  of  duty  and  outlying  points  in  connection  with  the  work  of 
the  post  of  duty,  where  the  official  work  is  being  handicapped  by  the  discon- 
tinuance of  such  authority/    This  authority,  if  granted,  will  be  limited  to 
the  allowance  of  mileage  only  in    cases  where  travel  by  personally-owned 
automobiles  is  more  economical,  and  advantageous  to  the  United  States  duo  to 
the  fact  that  the  use  of  street  car,  train,  or  bus  would  cause  the  trip  to  be 
prolonged  for  an  unreasonable  length  of  time  or  that  the  points  to  be  visited 
/  are  not  accessible  by  public  means  of  transportation  and  the  hire  of  special 
transportation  would  be  more  expensive  than  the  allowance  of  mileage.  Having 
in  mind,  therefore,  that  mileage  may  be  allowed  for  certain  types  of  travel 
out  of  temporary  or  permanent  posts  of  duty,  those  in  charge  of  branch  offices 
and  field  men  who  are  experiencing  a  r eal  handicap  in  their  work  by  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the  use  of  personally-owned  automobiles  are  requested  to  write  the 
Washington  office  at  once,  stating  in  detail  how  the  work  is  being  handicapped 
and  estimating  as  nearly  as  possible  the  points  to  which  it  will  be  desired  to 
travel  by  personally-owned  automobiles  and  the  frequency  of  such  trips.  Upon 
receipt  of  this  information,  each  case  will  be  taken  up  with  the  Accounting 
Offices . 

The  tTTpe  of  travel  by  means  of  personally-owned^  automobiles,  which  will 
not  be  approved,  is  similar  to  the  instances  quoted  below: — 

St.  Paul  to  Minneapolis,  11  miles;  Chicago  to  Union  Stockyards,  Chicago;  Omaha 
to  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  k  miles;  St.  Louis  to  East  St.  Louis,  5  miles;  ' 
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Washington.,  D.  C,  to  Potomac  Yards , *Va. ,  7  miles,-  especially  if  performed 
frequently. 


2a.     NEW  BULLETIN  OJT  SHIPMENTS  BY  ORIGINATING- STATIONS 

Statistical  Bulletin  No.  35  has  jnst  come  from  the  press.     It  is 
entitled:     "Car-lot  Shipments  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables  from  Stations  in  the 
United  States  for  the  Calendar  Years  I92S  and  1929."    Mrs.  Leona  ITorgren,  of 
Mr.  Pail thorp's  project  in  Washington,  compiled  this  valuable  information 
which  covers  150  pages.     Two  special  features  are  included  in  this  bulletin, - 
a  table  showing  the  usual  shipping  period  for  each  product  in  each  State,  and 
a  table  comparing  rail,  movement  and  motor-truck  shipments  of  23  leading  prod- 
ucts from  13  important  areas.     The  bulletin  covers  shipments  of  37  different 
"fruits  and  vegetables,  and  includes  a  total  of  about  1, 073 > 000  cars  for  each 
of  the  two  years,  I92S  and  1929. 

Copies  of  this  bulletin  have  been  sent  to  all  market  and  field  stations 
of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division.    Copies  also  were  recently  distributed  of 
Technical  Bulletin  Ho.  272,  on  motor-truck  shipments.     If  any  office  has  use 
for  additional  supplies,  they  can  be  had  from  Washington. 

3a.     TRUCKS  HAULING  CONSIDERABLE  FLORIDA  CITRUS  FRUIT 

The  first  news  letter  of  the  season  from  H.  F.  Willson,  at  Winter 
Haven,  is  published  below.  .  It  is  dated  November  17:- 

'Iho  truck  movement  of.  Florida  citrus  fruit  for  the  current  season  to 
November  lU  reached  a  total  of  566  ca.rs.    For  the  past  10  days,  the  range  has 
been  from  20  to  ~j>0  cars  daily,  with  a  peak  day  of        cars.     In  contrast  to 
the  heavier  movement  of  grapefruit  earlier  in  the  season,  there  have  been 
more  oranges  than  grapefruit  the  past  few  days.     To  date  the  motor-truck 
movement  of  oranges  has  bean  295  cars,  grapefruit  269>  and  tangerines  2,  or 
a  grand  total  of  566  carloads. 

"This  is  the  first  season  that  accurate  figures  of  the  truck  movement 
have  been  available,  and  a  common  expression  is:     'I  didn't  think  there  was 
so  much  fruit  being  moved  by  truck  this  early  in  the  season. '     It  is  gener- 
ally predicted  that  these  shipments,  daring  the  peak,  will  be  at  least  50  to 
60  cars  a  day,  and  a  few  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  peak  day  will  approach 
100  cars.     The  first  part  of  December  will  undoubtedly  be  the  period  of  heav- 
iest movement  by  truck.     There  will  be  no  maturity  restrictions  and  the 
trucks  will  be  an  important  factor  in  supplying  markets,  particularly  in  the 
Southeast,  with  their  citrus  for  the  holiday  trade. 

"The  truck  movement/being  supplied  to  the  local  Federal-State  Market 
News  office  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  in  this 
'State.     Mr.  Mayo  arranged  to  secure  this  information  from  his  highway,  guards,  - 
about  25  inspectors  who  cover  all  highways  Leaving  the  State.     The  data  in- 
clude all  fruit  delivered  north  of  a  line  drawn  east  to  west  through  High 
Springs,  Florida,  but  they  do  not  include  any  fruit  delivered  to  points  south 
of  this  line.    Practically  all  of  the  truck  movement  reported  is  interstate." 


-THE  WASHINGTON  OFFICE  WISHES  ALL  EHPL0Y3ES  A  HAPPY  THANKSGIVING  SEASON. 
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lb.     POTATO  GRADES  DISCUSSED  AT  MEETING  IN  WISCONSIN  ' 

The  following  interesting  report  came  in  a  letter  of  November  ik  from 
A.  M.  McDowell,  at  the  Waupaca  office :- 

"A  slightly  firmer  market  was  noticeable  for  Wisconsin  potatoes  during 
the  past  week.    Demand  continued  rather  light  and.  on  several  days  there  were 
very  few  sales  reported.    Wire  inquiry  was  slightly  "better  but  was  mostly  at 
lower  prices. 

"Growers  have  been  reluctant  to  sell  their  crop  at  prevailing  prices 
'and  are  releasing  only  enough  to  provide  them  with  cash  for  groceries  and 
other  expenses.     Most  of  the  stock  in  warehouses  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
growers,  and  there  is  a  large  undetermined  quantity  held  in  farm  storage. 

"On  Thursday  evening  (Nov.  12)  a  meeting,  attended  by  most  of  the 
dealers  in  the  State,  was  held  to  discuss  the  desirability  of  inserting  a 
commercial  grade  in  the  State  standards.     These  now  provide  for  the  following 
grades:    U.S. Fancy,  U.S.  No.  1  and  U.S.  No.  2,  and  potatoes  not  intended  to 
be  marketed  in  accordance  with  these  grades  are  to  be  designated  as  'Ungraded'. 
In  certain  parts  of  the  State,  particularly  the  south  central  portion  includ- 
ing Waushara,  Adams  and  Marquette  comities  and  parts  of  Portage  and  Waupaca 
counties,  quality  is  very  poor  and  in  most  loads  from  30;»  to  -^Ofo,  and  in  ex- 
treme cases  as  high  as  %0fo,  must  be  sorted  out,  in  order  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  U.S.  No.  1  grade.     In  other  parts  of  the  State,  quality  is  consider- 
ably better  but  some  difficulty  is  being  encountered,  principally  on  account 
of  growth  cracks,  second  growth  and  misshapen  potatoes.     Until  recently,  ware- 
housemen were  buying  only  U.S.  No . ' 1  potatoes,  but  in  the  last  few  days  one 
or  two  dealers  have  been  buying  ungraded  or  (more  properly) partly-graded  stock. 
There  has  been  considerable  objection  to  the  term  'Ungraded'  and  recently  pota- 
toes have  been  allowed  to  move  as  'Unclassified. ' 

"After  a  lengthy  discussion,  the  majority  at  the  meeting  voted  in  favor 
of  retaining  the  grades  as  they  are  at  present.     An  attempt  was  then  made  to 
effect  a  shippers'  agreement  to  limit  the  percentage  of  defects  in  the  :   -     .  ■ 
'Ungraded'  cars.     Limits  of  12$,  20-/o  and  25-/0  were  suggested,  but  no  decision 
could  be  reached.     It  is  now  possible  that  three  shippers,  including  the 
largest  two  in  the  State,  will  try  within  the  next  few  days  to  make  an  agree- 
ment among  themselves.     If  such  an  agreement  is  reached,  the  limit  will  prob- 
ably be  set  at  25$,  as  this  will  be  of  most  benefit  to  the  sections'  needing  aid.1 

2b.     IMPROVEMENT  IN  BUSINESS  SITUATION 

"Certain  elements  have  appeared    in  the  domestic  business  situation 
during  the -past  few  weeks  which  tend  toward  a  restoration  of  business  confi- 
dence.   Among  these  are  the  organisation  of  the  National  Credit  Corporation 
to  strengthen  banking  conditions;  a  rise  in  certian  commodity  prices  such  as 
cotton  and  wheat,  and  a  rise  in  industrial  stock  prices.    A  good  part -of  the 
rise  in  stock  market  prices  since  the  lowest    level  of  this  depression,  reach- 
ed on  October  5>  has  been  maintained  and  there  has  been  a  firming  of  bond 'prices 
in  recent  weeks,  particularly  the  lower  grade  bonds,  which  have  declined  most 
in  this  depression.     The  advances  in  cotton  and  wheat  prices  have  given  a ■ 
measure  of  stability  to  the  general  level  of  commodity  prices  by  counteracting 
the  declines  in  some  commodities.     They  have  also  tended  to  improve  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  wheat  and  cotton  producers  here  and  in  other  countries." 
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3b .     UNUSUALLY  MILD  WEATHER  IN  MICHIGAN 

R.  E.  Keller  submitted  the  following  report  from  Grand  Rapids  on 
November  14:- 

"Michigan's  mild  November  weather  has  been  ideal  for  the  general  public 
but  not  so  for  the  produce  business.     In  Berrien  County,  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  State,  the  weather  has  continued  so  mild  that  many  of  the  late 
fall  vegetables,  such  as  tomatoes  and  Lima  "beans,  are  still  being  harvested. 
Cold  weather  is  needed  to  put  snap  into  the  demand  for  the  regular  winter 
fruits  and  vegetables.    Apples,  onions  and  potatoes  have  been  very  draggy,  in 
face  of  sharp  declines  in  offerings,  and  prices  have  sagged  because  the  demand 
was  lacking. 

"Apples ;-    Michigan's  fruit  is  practically  all  picked  and  under  cover. 
Distress  stock,  for  which  storage  has  not  been  available,  is  now  fairly  well 
cleaned  up.    A  large  share  of  the  remaining  crop  is  in  common  storage  and 
some  concern  is  evidenced  about  the  keeping  quality,  if  the  weather  continues 
warm.     Some  of  the  shippers,  who  put  apples  in  common  storage  in  an  endeavor 
to  get  their  prices,  have  begun  to  sell  out,  so  as  to  avoid  any  loss  through 
deterioration.     It  is  likely  the  large  quantity  in  common  storage  will  necessi- 
tate a  liberal  movement  to  market  in  the  early  winter  months.     Late  storage 
holdings  will  be  light  in  Michigan. 

"Onions : -    Demand  has  continued  light,  with  the  market  rather  dull  and 
a  trifle  easier.    One  large  firm  was  reported  as  buying  a  block  of  the  small 
onions  for  export.     Shipments  are  very  much  less  than  those  of  a  year  ago,  - 
in  fact,  only  k0/o  of  the  output  to  mid-November  last  season. 

"Potatoes;-    The  demand  for  potatoes  has  been  fair  all  week,  shippers 
reporting  that  they  could  have  consummated  a  volume  of  business  at  present 
price  levels  if  they  had  had  the  potatoes,  but  farmers  have  been  selling  very 
reluctantly.    As  a  result,  shippers  are  now  fairly  well  cleaned  up.  Today, 
one  of  the  old-line  potato  houses  reported  a  boost  in  their  price  to  farmers 
to  30^~35^  per  cwt.,  a  nickel  increase  over  their  previous  price." 

4b.     SLIGHTLY  HIGHER  PRICES  FOR  IDAHO  POTATOES 

R.  G.  Risser  submitted  the  following  report  of  November  13  from  the 
Idaho  Falls  office :- 

"With  the  completion  of  digging  in  most  Idaho  shipping  districts,  the 
advent  of  cooler  weather,  and  a  decrease  in  the  national  daily  potato  move- 
ment,  there  has  been  a  very  noticeable  improvement  in  the  feeling  here. 
Growers  have  shown  an  inclination  to  hold  for  higher  prices,  which  has  re- 
duced the  current  offerings  and  made  it  more  difficult  for  shippers  to  secxire 
supplies  with  which  to  fill  their  orders. 

"The  price  situation  can  best  be  shown  by  a  comparison  with  past  sea- 
sons.    The  average  bulk  price  to  growers  this  year  to  date  on  U.S.  No.  1 
Russets  has  been  about  40^  per  cwt.     The  average  price  for  the  season  as  a 
whole  last  year  was  74^,  and  the  average  for  the  previous  10  seasons  was 
$1.23^. 

"The  November  estimate  of  the  Idaho  crop  showed  an  increase  over  the 
October  estimate  but  less  than  the  bumper  crop  of  1930*     The  volume  which  will 
be  shipped  from  storage  will  be  governed  largely  by  the  ability  to  market  U.S. 
No.  2's  at  a  satisfactory  price." 
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5b.     WESTERN  NSW  YORK  CROP  NEWS 

The  following  report  of  November  17  came  from  R.  L.  Sutton,  at  Rochester:- 

"Since  our  last  review  written  November  10  on  the  marketing  situation 
in  western  New  York,  the  dominant  thing  has  "been  the  movement  of  cabbage  from 
the  fields.     Last  week  725  cars  of  this  commodity  were  started  to  market.  This 
active  movement  has  been  occasioned  by  the  desire  of  the  growers  and  shippers 
to  clean  up  the  stock  remaining  in  the  fields,  before  the  advent  of  severe 
weather.     Some  cabbage,  of  course,  is  going  into  storage  but  only  the  most  de- 
sirable quality  is  being  used  for  this  purpose.    With  the  winding  up  of  the 
Wisconsin  crop,  the  middle-western  and  Mississippi  Valley  points  are  offering 
more  opportunity  for  distribution  of  New  York  shipments.     The  f.o.h.  market 
strengthened  during  the  latter  part  of  the  week.     Prices  to  growers  changed  to 
mostly  $7  por  ton,  with  a  little  business  being  reported  high  as  $S. 

"Although  the  cold-storage  holdings  of  celery  have  shown  a  moderate 
decrease,  the  demand  is  slow  and  the  market  disappointingly  dull.  California 
has  been  rolling  large  numbers  of  cars  during  recent  days,  many  of  which  no 
doubt  will  be  used  in  east cm  markets  to  supply  the  Thanksgiving  holiday  demands. 
Cold-storage  holdings  in  western  New  York  on  November  13  were  46S,lUU  crates. 
This  is  a  reduction  of  approximately  155  cars  from  the  previous  week's  supplies. 

"Potato  prices  have  declined  slightly.     The  advance  to  30^  per  bushel  to 
growers  was  sustained  throughout  most  of  last  week,  although  indications  yes- 
terday pointed  to  a  general  return  to  the  25^  figure.    The  inquiry  is  light  and 
trading  generally  slow. 

"Apple  and  onion  business  has  shown  little  of  interest  to  report. 
Carrot  shipments  increased  somewhat  last  week." 

■6b .     TEXAS  CITRUS  AND  VEGETABLES  MOVING  ACTIVELY 

W.  D.  Googe  reported  as  follows  in  a  letter  of  November  15'  from  the 
Brownsville  office :- 

"Shipments  of  citrus  fruits  from  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  during  the 
past  week  totaled  175  carloads,  and  about  a  fourth  of  that  volume  moved  by 
motor  trucks.    Practically  all  the  movement  is  grapefruit,  it  being  estimated 
that  not  more  than  2$  of  the  total  is  oranges,  tangerines,  etc.     Quality  of  the 
grapefruit  is  showing  marked  improvement;  also  a  larger  percentage  of  SO's  and 
better  sizes  is  now  obtainable.    However,  small-sized  fruit  this  season  will 
materially  reduce  the  number  of  cars  which  might  have  been  shipped  in  normal 
years . 

"In  addition  to  the  citrus  shipments,  about  65  cars  of  vegetables  were 
moved.    Vegetable  movement  is  expected  to  continue  in  increasing  volume  from 
this  time  forward.     Dry  weather  in  the  non-irrigated  sections  of  Texas  has 
made  brighter  the  outlook  for  Valley  growers,  and  some  are  predicting  a  fair- 
ly profitable  season  in  spite  of  the  much-discussed  depression.     Cabbage  in 
the  Corpus  Christ i  section  and  spinach  in  the  Winter  Garden  district  arc  re- 
ported to  be  in  a  bad  way,  as  a  result  of  insufficient  rainfall." 


LETTUCE  ACREAGE  in  four  early  shipping  States  may  show  a  decrease  0  f 
about  one-fifth  from  last  season's  acreage.    Arizona  reports  13,000  acres,  or 
2E'fo  less  than  last  winter,  while  Imperial  Valley,  with  33,500  acres,  has  Igi 
less  than  for  the  193O-3I  season.    Florida  and  Texas  show  slight  decreases. 
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To .     NOR THWS S TERM  APPLE  AND  PEAR  STORAGE  HOLDINGS  AMD  SHIPMENTS 
.  Mrs.  L.  B.  Gerry,  of  the  Spokane  off ice, . sent  the  following  information. 

Attention  is  called,  to  the  fact  that  these  figures  must  not  he  quoted  by  anyone 

on  the  hasis  of  varieties.    Only  the  totals  are  public  information. 

Yakima  District  Storage  Holdings ,  November  I: 


APPLES         ,  COLD  STORAGE  COMMON  STORAGE 

(boxes)  (boxes) 

Wine saps  2,075,383  892,338 

Jonathans            ,  676,315  2,991 

Romes  '                    71+9,552  167,710 

Delicious  534,024  27,376 

Yellow  Newtown's  163,41+5  13,694 

Spitzenburgs  37,062  25,201 

Arkansas  Blacks  103,147  7,301  . 

S  t.ayman  s  52 , 1 7 3  5 ,  S  81 

Black  Twigs  10,005  3,186 

W.  W.  Pearmains  8,360  1,023 

Black  Bens  and  Ganoes  1,459  434 

Miscellaneous  20,250  10,015 

Total        4,431.175  1,157,150 


PEARS  '. 
Nelis 
D 1  An  j ous 
Boscs 

Miscellaneous 

The  above  holdings  are  all  on  which  reports  were  received.  Probably 
600,000  to  700,000  boxes  of  apples  and  about  3,000  boxes  of  pears  Y/ere  still 
in  hands  of  shippers  and  growers,  but  not  reported. 

Wenatchee  storage  holdings  are  not  shown  in  this  report,  above. 
■  CARLO T  SHIPMENTS  BY  VARIETIES  -  WENATCHEE  DISTRICT 

APPLES  ~  To  Nov.  5,  1931  ~~     To  Nov.  6,  1930 


Delicious 

.  2,720 

3,782 

Jonathans 

1,922 

2,863 

Winter  Bananas 

258 

■  394 

King  Davids 

"37 

84 

Mixed. 

658 

932 

Crab  Apples 

6 

7 

Co::  Orange  Pippins 

6 

6 

Grimes  Golden 

.     ;  13  .. 

39 

Mcintosh  Reds 

2 

4 

Rome  Beautys 

617 

81+5 

Spitzenburgs 

322 

810 

Yellow  Newtowns 

18 

35 

W.  V/.  Pearmains 

■  30 

S3 

Winesaps 

1,005 

1,61+5 

Golden  Delicious 

4  . 

3 

St'aymans 

508 

516 

Black  Bens 

5 

21+ 

(continued  on  next  page) 


21C , 801 

.  78,450 
8.512 

Total  304,886 
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CARLO T  SHIPMENTS  BY  VARIETIES  -  WENATCHEE  DISTRICT  (CONT'D) 


APPLES       "  _ To  Nov.  5,  1931  '  ' ~"    To  ~Nov.  6,  1950 

Arkansas  Blacks  6  17 

Ortleys  0  2 

Black  Twigs  0   1 

Total  g,lU7*  12,086 

PEARS 

Bartletts  731  Ski 

Flemish  Beauty s  g"3"  92 

D  'Anjous  306  258 

Mixed  1+3  2k 

Clapp  Favorites  0  1 

Boscs  37  13 

Winter  Nelis  21  g 

Keiffers  0  1 

Clairgeaus  0  1 

Cornice  1  0 

Total  1,222  1,239 


♦Incomplete,  some  districts  not  having  sent  in  their  report.  Cannery 
shipments  deducted. 


The  following  figures  do  not  agree  fully  with  those  in  the  preceding 
table  "but  are  approximate: 

COMPARISON  OF  SHIPMENTS  TO  DATE  FOR  FIVE  YEARS 
June  26  to  November  5 


I927 

192g 

I929 

1930 

1931 

YAKIMA: 

Apples 

3,6go 

6,307 

3,g05 

5,752 

2,7g5 

Pears 

1,260 

3,^91 

2,3gl| 

3,57s 

2,665 

WENATCHEE: 

Apples 

g,7^7 

ll,g2i+ 

9,g2g 

13,231 

9,167 

Pears 

670 

1,157 

750 

1,232 

1,191 

A  later  report,  received  from  Mrs.  Gerry  just  before  this  D.  L.  went 
to  press,  shows  a  total  of  g,b30  cars  of  apples  shipped  from  the  Wenatchee 
district  by  November  12,  compared  with  13,107  cars  to  November  13,  1930* 

Mrs.  Gerry's  later  letter  included  the  following  detailed  report  on 
apple  holdings,  November  1,  in  the  Northwest.  Information  for  the  Spokane 
district  was  not  available  at  the  time  of  this  report: 

COLD  STORAGE         COMMON  STORAGE 
(boxes)  ~~  .  (boxes) 

Yakima  ^,.1+31,175  .  1,157,150* 

Wenatchee  212,229  1,85^, U60# 

Medford  g3,l60   

Milton-Freewater  23g,lU0  "9,072 

Hood  River  359,100  37,200 

♦Estimate  600,000-700,000  still  in  the  hands  of  shippers  and  growers, 
not  included  in  this  report. 

#Apples  on  ranches  not  included;  Ik  reports  received  show  ranch  holdings 
totaling  236,507  packed  and  k  reports  only  show  U6,700  boxes  loose. 
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Sb.   ' MAI1TE  POTATO  CROP  BREAKS  RECORD 

The  following  information,  in  a  letter  of  November  15+  was  received  from 
V.       .  .Kichplson,  at  Fresque  Isle:-.  ?       ":  \\ 

■    "-The." I'pyeniber  estimate  .of  the  Maine  potato  crop  was  5Ov75O.,0OO  bushels, 
exceeding  the  1929  crop  by  ah  out  one-half  million  "bushels,  or  the  largest  on 
record.    While  production  is  estimated  to  be  10$  greater  than  last  season, 
shipments  have  been  running  about  h,^00  cars  behind  the  movement  to  the  same 
date  last  season. 

"During  the  past  10  years,  Maine  has  shipped  an  average  of  Shfo  of  the 
total  potato  crop.    On  the  basis  of  this  average,  shipments  should  exceed 
5^,000  cars  this  season.    However,  most  factors  seem  to  think  that  shipments 
will  be  between  h5.000  and  50)000  cars,  and  there  are  a  f ew  who  believe  that 
movement  may  be  between  hO.OOO  and  5+5.000,  or  about  the  same  as  :in  1928. 
Maine  has  many  more  potatoes  than . in  the  fall  of  1°2S,  but  it  is  quite  prob-  I 
able -that  a  larger  percentage  of  the  stock  will  not  be  moved  this  season. 

•  .:.  "The  temperature  has  dropped  to  around  22  degrees  several  times,  but 
no  damage  has  been  reported.  The  street  price  declined  slightly  this  week, 
and  hauling s  to  the  shippers'  warehouses  have  been  very  light.  Growers  are 
very -reluctant  to  sell  their  stock  at  50^  per  barrel,  as  they  feel  that  the 
market  will  improve  around  the  first  of  the  year. 

"Demand  for  carlots  has  been  very  light.     Shipments  by  boat  out  of 
Searsport  have  been  largely  supplying  some  of  the  markets  along  the  coast. 
Some  of  these  boat  shipments  have  been  consigned." 


9b .     SP^TAiTD0AH-CUI.ffiBRLAITD-P0T0IvIAC  APPLE  MARKET  :DRAGGY 

R.  M.  Peterson,  in  charge  of  the  Martinsburg  off ice ,  sent  the  follow- 
ing report  under  date  of  November  13:- 

"The  demand  for  apples  in  the  Shenandoali-Cumberland-Potomac  district 
was  generally  slow  during  the  past  week  and  the  market  rather  unsettled. 
Some  shippers  were  holding  for  higher  prices,  while  others,  who  preferred  to 
sell  rather  than  place  their  s tock  in  cold  storage,  accepted  offers  below  the 
general  quotations.    Practically  all  apples  have  been  picked,  bur.  there  is  a 
considerable  quantity  still  unpacked.     This  unpacked  stock  is  parti'7-  due  to 
the  fact  that  some  growers  stopped  packing  in  order  to  place  all  available 
hands  in  the  orchards,  and  partly  due  to  the  desire  to  withhold  packing  until 
the- .s  tock  is  sold,  thereby  enabling  growers  to  size  and  grade  in  accordance 
with  the  demands  of  buyers.    A  better  demand,  resulting  in  .-a.  generally  higher 
price  level  for  common-storage  Stock,  is  usually  anticipated  at  this  time  of 
the  year  when  supplies  normally  do  not  take  care  of  the  demand /without  draw- 
ing oh  the  cold-storage  stock.     The  warm  weather,  however, .has -made  it  diffi- 
cult to  hold  common-storage  stock  this  season,  and  has  also  tended  to  reduce 
consumption.    As  a  result,  the  owners  of  these  apples  have  been  placed  in  a 
rather  weak  position. 

"The  supply  of  Staymans  is  getting  low  and  slightly. better  prices  were 
obtained  during  the  past  few  days.    Black  Twigs,  however,-  have  not  been  in  as 
great  demand  as  was  expected.     The  South,  a  good  Black  Twig  outlet,  is  show- 
ing, little  interest.     The  domestic  demand  for  Yorks  has  been  very  slow,  but 
export  sizes  have  moved  fairly  well.     Considerable  bulk  stock  has  been  shipped 
to  the  markets  and  has  had  its  usual  effect  on  the  demand  for  package  goods. - 
France,  usually  a  good  market  for  Black  Twigs,  is  seemingly  well  supplied." 
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101) .     RELATIVELY  HEAVY  CROP  0?  LOUISIANA  ORANGES  ■ 

John  W.  'Coleman  sent  the  following  report  from  JJew  Orleans  in  a 
letter  dated  November  17:- 

"Recent  estimates  indicate  that  Louisiana  probably  will  ship  about  350 
cars  of  oranges  this  season.     This  would  be  twice  as  many  as  last  season. 
Growers  have  been  holding  back  shipments  until  the  fruit  develops,  more  color 
and  improves  in  general  quality.     There  will  be  enough  shallots  to  supply 
northern  mid  eastern  markets,  but  the  quality  of  present  offerings  is  only 
fair.     Plantings  of  spring  crop  shallots  are  looking  good.     Shipments  of  mixed 
cars  are  likely  to  be  light  this  winter,  because  growers  have  nothing  to  ship 
in  cars  with  shallots.    Sweet  potatoes  are  plentiful  and  movement  from  Louisi- 
ana is  ranging  from  k  to  10  cars  daily.    Homegrown  peppers,  eggplant  and 
s quash  have  about  cleaned  up  and  Texas  offerings  of  these . commodities  are 
appearing  on  the  Hew  Orleans  market.     Louisiana  second-crop  Bliss  Triumph 
potatoes  are  selling  very  slowly  on  the  local  market,  due  to  poor  quality." 

lib.     CLEVELAND  POTATO  SUPPLIES  COM  DIG-  LARGELY  BY  TRUCK 

A.  B.  Farlinger,  of  the  Cleveland  office,  sent  the  following  news  in 
letters    dated  November  17:- 

"Probab^  you  have  noticed  during  the  past  few  weeks  that  our  track 
holdings  of  potatoes  have  been  ruining  unusually  light,-  around  10  to  15  cars. 
However,  supplies  have  been  sufficient  at  all  times  to  meet  the  local  demand. 
This  is  due  to  truck  receipts  of  potatoes  from  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  as 
well  as  from  nearby  producing  sections  in  Ohio.     These  receipts  have  shown  a 
large  increase  over  previous  years,  and  on  some  days  amount  to  the  equivalent 
of  10  or  15  carloads. 

"Practically  all  potatoes  arriving  by  truck  are  packed  one  bushel  to 
the  sack.    The  quality  has  been  running  very  good. 

"I  notice  that  our  carlot  receipts  from  ITew  York  and  Pennsylvania  are 
approximately  h0%  less  than  they  were  for  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago. 
A  large  part  of  this  loss  is  made  up  by  the  increase  in  truck  receipts  from 
those  States  during  the  present  yeai*. 

"Many  growers  from  both  ITew  York  and  Pennsylvania  are  seen  on  the 
local  market,  selling  their  own  produce.    Truck  receipts  are  becoming  more 
and  more  of  a  factor  and  are  affecting  the  supply  and  price  trend  on  many 
commodities . 

"Due  to  the  uuseasonably  warm  weather  which  this  section  has  enjoyed, 
local  farmers  continue  to  bring  into  the  market  such  commodities  as  peppers, 
mustard  greens,  spinach,  bunched  beets,  carrots  and  turnips  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  supply  the  demand.    No  general  killing  frost  has  occurred 
throughout  this  section  to  date. 

"It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  very  good  quality  peppers  of 
medium  size -are  moving  slowly  at  20^-30^  per  half-bushel  basket." 

WENDELL  CALHOUN, 
Marketing  Specialist 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OF  MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


Stations 

Mail 
List 

in 

Charge 

.  Reports 

First  ; 
Bulletin; 

Probably 
will  close 

ROCHESTER     II  Y  ** 

oj  1 

ft 

T. 
•u . 

Sept . 

2 

Opt.  ?7* 

D-^10  Trin-iffle  Bid?. 

0"p  inns 

Sept . 

2 

.  Anr .  Q 

Carrots 

kj  ^  fJ  u  • 

:  May  2 1  ' 

Cabbage 

Sept. 

2 

'  Mar.  26 

C  e  1  o  rTr 

Sept. 

2 

,Tr>n  .  Q 

Apples 

c? 
o 

May  2  1 

Peaches* 

Sept . 

10 

Oct. 3* 

Sept . 

23 

Potatoes 

Oct . 

May  21 

PRESOUE  ISLE  ME.** 

■  V. 

H . 

Ilicliol  son 

Potn  toes 

Sept. 

10 

Apr .  30 

Eedrich  Block 

WAUPACA    WIS  ** 

FICU 

0  y*-t 

A 

xi.  • 

M. 

l-lL^i-ZtJ  w     X  X 

T*p>  "h  n  t".  n  p  ^ 

Sept . 

lit 

Mnr  2fi 

Court  House 

MAPTIl'ISBTTRC    W.  VA 

T 

O  • 

B . 

A  Til")  1  pc; 

jX ,jj  \J  X  w  O 

Sept . 

15 

9  County  Court  House 

IDAHO  FALLS,  IDAHO 

R. 

G. 

Risser 

Potatoes 

Sept. 

17 

May  7 

230  Federal  Bldg. 

BROWNSVILLE,  TEXAS** 

931 

W. 

D. 

Googe 

Citrus 

Oct. 

15 

Mar.  1  ( 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

Vegetables 

Jan . 

l 

June  1 

WINTER  HAVEN,  FLA.** 

920 

H. 

F. 

Willson 

Citrus 

Oct. 

19 

May  1  k 

DcWitt-Taylor  Bldg. 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.** 
kl2  P.O.  Bldg. 


>95 


R.  S.  Holler 


Apples 
Onions 
Potatoes 


Oct.  30 
Oct. 
Oct. 


30 

30 


Nov.  25 
Apr.  2 

May  lk 


The  following  station  probably  will  open  on  date  indicated: 


PHOENIX,  ARIZ.** 
602  Security  Bldg. 


**  State  cooperating 


S15 


..  E.  Prwrh 


Lettuce 


Dec.  1 


Jan.  9 


*  Reports  discontinued 


W.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco 
B.  E.  Surry  in  Portland 
R.  M.  Peterson  on  leave 


E.  E.  Rutland  at  Williston,  Fla. 
A.  E.  Prugh  on  leave  at  Los  Angeles 
until  about  November  22. 


FIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 

in  this  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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j    INSPECTION  SERVICE  j 

lc.     DUTY  OF  APFLI GAIT?  -TO  MAKB  LOAD  ACCESSIBLE 

The  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Inspection  Service  provide  that  the 
applicant  shall  cause  the  product  for  which  inspection  is  requested  to  be  made 
accessible  for  inspection  and  to  "be  so  placed  as  to  disclose  its  quality  and 
condition.    Attempts  have  been  made  to  inspect  cars  which  were  difficult  for 
the  inspector  to  enter  on  account  of  heavy  load.     In  such  cases,  the  inspector 
should  inform  the  applicant  of  the  advisability  of  sending  a  truck  to  the  car 
and  removing  a  sufficient  number  of  packages  from  the  doorway  to  make  the  load 
accessible  for  a  thorough  inspection.     In  no  ca.se  should  a  certificate  be 
issued,  covering  an  inspection  of  only  those  packages  which  the  inspector  can 
examine  from  the  doorway  on  one  side  of  the  car.     Such  inspections  are  of 
little  or  no  value,  and  when  the  upper  layer  or  two  of  packages  or  all  those 
between  doors  are  not  accessible,  the  application  for  inspection  should  be 
declined. 

2c.     FUSARIUM  TUBER  ROT  -  WET  OR  DRY? 

The  question  has  arisen  as  to  when  Fusarium  Tuber  Rot  of  potatoes  shall 
be  considered  a  wet  or  soft  rot  and  when  a  dry  rot.     Soft  rot  as  defined  in 
the  U.S.  potato  grades  includes  wet  Fusarium  and  it  is  necessary  for  the  in- 
spector to  differentiate  between  the  two  types  of  this  rot,  becau.se  there  are 
different  tolerances  for  each  type. 

Some  inspectors  seem  to  have  adopted  the  policy  of  treating  a  moist 
condition  of  the  decayodtissues  as  wet  Fusarium,  which  is  not  correct.  Soft 
rot  or  wet  rot  is  more  objectionable  than  dry  rot  because  it  affects  adjacent 
potatoes  and  often  spots  the  sacks.     In  order  to  promote  uniformity  in  the 
inspection  work,  it  has  been  decided  that  Fusarium  is  not  "to  be  classed  as  a 
wet  rot,  unless  it  is  wet  enough  to  spot  the  sacks  or  exude  enough  moisture 
to  wet  adjacent  potatoes.    Moist  Fusarium  which  does  not  spot  the  sacks  or 
wet  adjacent  potatoes  shall  be  classed  as  a  dry  rot. 

3c    REVISED  F.F.I.  -  g  LIST  OF  OFFICES 

With  this  D.  L. ,  each  receiving-point  inspection  office  will  receive 
at  least  10  copies  of  the  revised  F.P.I,  -g  list.     Inspectors  in  charge  are 
requested  to  correct  any  copies  of  former  lists,  so  that  they  will  agree  with 
this  latest  revision.     Hie -list  includes  1+9  city  inspection  offices. 

^c.    BULLETIN  02T  MECHANICAL  INJURIES  TO  POTATOES 

Each  city  inspection  office  will  receive  with  this  D.  L.  a.  copy  of  the 
Nebraska  Experiment  Station  Bulletin  ho.  260  on  "The  Cause  and  Prevention  of 
Mechanical  Injuries  to  Potatoes."     The  author  is  H.  0.  Werner,  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Horticulture,  at  Lincoln.    Any  other  inspectors  desiring  copies  of 
this  publication  can  doubtless  obtain  some  directly  from  the  Experiment 
Station, 

5c    ARIZONA  LETTUCE  INSPECTIONS 

Reports  on  shipping-point  inspections  of  Arizona  lettuce  can  be  had 
from  E.  L.  Ruch,  in  charge  of  that  work,  at  Room  6l0  Security  Bldg. ,  Phoenix. 


rfceivifg-poiht  ifsp?]Ctiofs  during  octobsr,  1931. 


: Total 


Inspections : I:'ispoctions:Declined: 


: Inspec- 

:  Same  Month: 

for 

: for  lack: 

Markets 

: tions 

:        1930      : Carriers 

: of  t  ime  : 

Total  Fees 

Atlanta 

61 

52 

2 

0 

$  246.20 

Baltimore 

35 

"32 

0 

0 

132  .30 

Boston 

1U7 

169 

J.  W  J 

10 

2 

598. 52 

Buffalo 

16 

19 

12 

0 

54.50 

Charleston 

1 

0 

0 

4.00 

Clii  cage- 

309 

35H 

4 

1 

1.2S3.13 

Cincinnati 

5U 

91 

0 

0 

229.1+2 

Cleveland 

16 

23 

0 

0 

91.23 

Columbus 

22 

42 

1 

0 

92.00 

Dallas 

15 

1 

0 

' 59.00 

Denver 

•  IS 

32 

0 

0 

71.50 

Des  Moines 

29 

0 

0 

116.55 

Detro  i  t 

H6 

103 

0 

0 

170.50 

Fort  Worth 

8 

30 

0 

0 

112.50 

Harr isburg 

11 

1 

0 

0 

46.00 

Houston 

64 

1 

0 

14S.S.8 

Indianapolis 

22 

30 

1 

0 

IO3.29 

J  acks  0  n v  i 1 1 e 

30 

65 

0 

0 

184.39 

Kansas  City 

63 

75 

2 

0 

253.20 

Los  Angeles 

20 

2S 

0 

0 

92.50 

Louisville 

9 

0 

0 

5-1-9. S5 

Memo  hi  s 

33 

33 

0 

IU9.OO 

Milwaukee 

120 

66 

2 

0 

457.50 

Minne  ap  o 1 i  s 

23 

30 

0 

0 

86.00 

lie1;/ ark 

59 

84 

0 

0 

252 .10 

Few  Haven 

61 

62  ■ 

5 

0 

299.97 

Hew  Orleans 

157 

197 

19 

0 

291.30 

Hew  York 

605 

1,670 

37 

1 

3, 390.24 

Horf oik 

IS 

22 

0 

1 

84.37 

Omaha 

13 

22 

1 

0 

69.91 

Phi 1 ade lphi a 

277 

276 

10 

0 

495.67 

Pittsburgh 

93 

177 

10 

0 

385.02 

Portland 

3 

6 

0 

0 

20.00 

Providence 

33 

30 

0 

0 

129.00 

Rochester 

k 

3 

0 

0 

17.00 

Sacramento 

"1 

0 

0 

0 

4.00 

St.  Louis 

69 

102 

0 

269.5O 

Salt  Lake  City 

59 

2 

0 

0 

2^.50 

San  Diego 

0 

2 

0 

0  ' 

00 

San  Francisco 

'  6' 

'  4 

0 

0 

125.30 

San  Juon,  P.  R.  1 

0 

0 

2.50 

Scran ton 

it 

0 

0 

16.00 

Seattle 

3 

1 

0 

0 

75.00 

Springfield 

30 

43 

10 

0 

151.13 

Toledo 

24 

Trenton  • 

0 

u 

0 

0 

00 

Tulsa  . 

.  u 

0 

0 

9S.22 

Washingtci 

'  39 

6S 

0 

0 

245.00 

T/ilkes~Barre 

2 

s 

0 

0 

8.00 

Total 

2,685 

4,150 

i46 

It 

4ll.lt97.91 

The  following 

inspections 

were  made  uader 

agreement  with  the 

Horthern  Ohio 

Terminal  at  Cleveland -.-Total  1,U20;  1,033 

Hickel 

Plate,  53  B.&  0.,  27  Erie, 

Pennsylvania, 

37  Kroger  Grocery  &  Baking 

Company. 
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INSPECTIONS  FOR  THE  NAVY  AND  MAE  IKE  CORPS  DURING  October,  1931 

ALL  FIGURES  IN  THESE  COLUMNS  REPRESENT  POUNDS 

Symbols:-  : 
If-  NAVY  : 
M-  MARINE  : 
CORPS  : 

Fruits  and  : 
Vegetables  : 
PASSED  : 

Fruits  and 
Vegetables 
REJECTED 

TOTAL. 
QUANTITY- 
INSPECTED 

"Cuts"  made  : 
to  comply 
with  speci-, 
fications  : 

Items 
Billed 
Short - 
weight 

STATIONS  : 

N  M 

N  M 

N  M 

N  M 

N  M 

Charleston  ■ 

332135 

0 

5535 

0 

337770 

0 

ks 

0 

0 

0 

Great  Lakes : 

152862 

0 

1130 

0 

15U01+2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

New  Y0rk  : 

1837U5 

U7295 

2091+0 

135 

201+685 
1+71+30 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Norfolk  | 

237058 

0 

71+326 

0 

311331+ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Philadelphia  218125 

236  51 

13950 

'   •  1137 

232075 
2U768 

1062 

155 

0 

0 

San  Diego 

80 3069 

61+7!+g 

:  3902 

665 

806971 
651+13 

1659 

501+ 

0 

0 

San  Francisco  563209 
» 

521+00 

65000 
:  1+50 

628209 

52850 

0 

0 

0 

0 

San  Pedro 

927889 

■  0 

:  32k2 

0 

937131 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Vallejo 

166383 

33321+ 

■  13073 

:  0 

179H56 

3532U 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Washington 

:  1S937 

0 

r~  0 

:  0 

16937 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

;  36OIU62 

22139s 

:  207198 

:  2387 

38O8660 

223785 

2769 

659 

0 

0 

I 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  THE  U.S.  VETERANS'  HOSPITAL 

Chicago 
Greo„t  Lakes 
Milwaukee 
New  York 
Philadelphia 
St.  Louis 

;  83I+65 

i    61+6  70 

;  59630 

:  12502I+ 
:  27671 
30920 

:  9971+5 
:  IIO50 

:  7930 
:  15U61 
i  11800 
:  0 

1 832 10 
:  75720 
■  67560 
:  1I+0U35 

:  39^71 
30920 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

:  0 
0 

;  0 

:  0 
:  0 
:  0 

TOTALS 

;  391380 

■  1459S6 

537366 

0 

:  0 

The  New  York 

office  also  inspected  the  following:  Fruit 
United  States  Trfnfss   

s      Vegetables  Rejections 
760,10          21 8S 

Munson  S 

21+90 
916 

220 

American 

France 

American 

  5396  2U577 

830 
0 

C  0 lumb  i  a  n  L  rue  . 

American 

Brazil 

0 

7552s 

218721+ 

The  San  Fedro  office  also  inspected  12,09S  lbs.  bread  and  8,550  lbs.  butter  for 
the  Navy:     The  Vallejo  office  inspected  22,500  lbs.  bread  and  280  lbs.  rolls 
for  the  Navy.            •                                       ■  • 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  TEE  U.S.  SHIPPING  BOARD 

New  York 
Norfolk 

ems 
\     so  70 

10U5 
:  850 

i  7^93 
:  8930 

0 
0 

:  0 
!  0 

Totals 

;  11+513 

:  1905 

16U23 

0 

:  0 

672 
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6c.    A  HEW  SERVICE  I'J  BOSTON 

Pr  el  miliary  arrangements  have  teen  ino.de  with  the  Itfew  York,  New  Haven 
and  Eartford  Railroad  at  Boston  to  provide  a  special  inspection  service  on 
fruits  and  vegetables -"between  the  hours  of  12  midnight  and  S  a.m.     It  is 
expected  that  the  special  service  will  start  on  Monday,  November  23,  and 
Boiling  Hall,  of  the  New  York  City  staff,  will  go  to  Boston  to  assist  in 
inaugurating  this  vrork.    The  members  of  the  Boston  inspection  force  will  take 
turns  at  handling  this  night  work.     The  railroad  has  guaranteed  a  minimum  of 
four  cars  per  day  for  inspection,  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  the  total 
number  inspected  will  average  higher  then  four  cars  daily.     The  service  will 
be  on  an  experimental  basis  for  four  months. 

7c.     A  NEW  RECORD  ESTABLISHED  AT  PENNSYLVANIA  SHIPPING-  POINTS 

The  following  news  item  was  received  from  D.  M.  James,  Supervising 
Inspector  at  Harrisburg,  Pa. :- 

"Shipping-point  inspectors,  employed  jointly  by  the  United  States  and 
Pennsylvania  Departments  of  Agriculture,  classified  2,015  carloads  of  fruit 
in  Pennsylvania  during  October,  thus  setting  a  new  high  record.     The  previous 
high  total  was  1,577  cars,  inspected  during  October,  1930* 

"Practically  all  carloads  and  many  truck! 6 ads  of  grapes  shipped  from 
Erie  County  were  inspected,   there  "being  1,0H2  grape  certificates  of  grade 
issued  during  the  month.    About  970  certificates  were  issued  on  apple  ship- 
ments for  export,  for  domestic  trade,  or  into  cold  storage." 

8c.     CHANGES  IN  LIST  OP  PAST-DUB  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  should  be  added  to  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 

Mackay  &  Lehman,  Weslaco,  Texas  (checks  returned) 

Trulyn  Shippers,  Inc.,    Weslaco,  Texas 

J.  E.  Durban  &  Co.,         Indianapolis,  Ind. 
The  following  should  be  taken  from  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 

Agricultural  Exchange,   Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

R.   C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection 


DO  YOU  KNOW? 

There  is  a  very  good  article, 'under  the  heading  of  "Do  You  Know?" 
at  the  bottom  of  page  k  of  The  3.A.E.  Hews  for  November  17,  1931* 
you  have  not  seen  it,  you  should  get  a  copy  and  read  it.     The  article' 
relates  to  different  types  of  workers  and  is  quoted  from  a  statement  by 
Herbert  D.  Brown,  Chief  of  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Efficiency. 


$12.00 
$5.00 

$U.oo 

$1.00 
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1   REGULATORY  ACTIVITIES  | 

le.     DECISION  RENDERED  III  ANOTHER  CASE  UNDER  THE  P.A.C.  ACT 

The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  has  issued  an  order  in  the  sum  of  $579  i-n 
favor  of  the  complainant  in  a  case  "brought  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural 
Commodities  Act  by  Baker  Bros.,  of  Woodside,  Delaware,  against  Mersel  & 
Fortgang-,  of  191  Duane  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

In  September,  13J>0,  Baker  Bros,  sold  Mersel  &  Eortgang  one  carload  of 
King  David  apples  for  export  and  two  truckloads  of  Winesap  apples.    Mersel  & 
Eortgang  received  and  paid  for  the  King  David  apples  but  the  steamship  company 
refused    to  receive  them  on  the  ground  that  they  were  not  suitable  for  export. 
They  thereupon  refused  to  pay  Baker  Bros,  for  the  two  truckloads  of  Winesap 
apples.    Baker  Bros,  thereupon  complained  against  Mersel  &  Fortgang  on  the 
ground  of  failure  truly  and  correctly  to  account. 

Mersel  &  Fortgang  admitted  the  purchase,  acceptance,  aid  failure  to  pay 
for  the  apples  received  "by  truck,  out  moved  that  the  case  be  dismissed  on  the 
ground  that  there  had  been  no  compliance  with  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  that  they 
had  been  ready  and  willing  at  all  times  to  account, and  that  the  facts  submitted 
in  the  case  justified  dismissal.     The  Secretary  declined  to  grant  this  motion 
on  the  ground  that  the  car  was  accepted  by  Mersel  &  Fortgang,  that  the  law  re- 
quires prompt  payment  for  goodspurchased,  and  that  something  more  than  a  will- 
ing disposition  to  pay  on  the  part  of  a  dealer  is  required;  and  that  the  facts 
in  the  case  show  that  the  carload  of  King  David  apples  met  the  contract  speci- 
fications at  the  time  of  their  delivery  to  Mersel  &  Fortgang,  f.o.b.  shipping 
point . 

The  King  David  apples  were  sold  on  September  20,  13j>0,  at  an  agreed 
price  of  $3.65  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Wyoming,  Delaware.     It  was  understood  by  . 
both  parties  that  the  apples  were  to  be  exported.     The  broker's  memorandum  of 
sale  provided  in  part  that  the  shipper  was  to  furnish  Government  inspection 
certificate,  showing  that  the  fruit  met  requirements  as  to  grade,  size  and 
U.S.   standard  condition  for  export.    Baker  Bros,  shipped  the  car  on  September 
22,  and  it  was  received  by  Mersel  &  Fortgang  on  September  23.     The  car  was  in- 
spected, prior  to  shipment,  by  an  inspector  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture,  who  certified  that  the  apples  met  U.S.  standards  for  export. 
After  arrival  in  New  York,  the  apples  were  taken  possession  of  and  accepted  by 
Mersel  &  Fortgang  on  September  2U;  the  next  day  they  were  transported  by 
lighter  to  the  steamer  for  export.    On  September  26  they  were  refused  by  the 
steamship  company  as  not  being  in  suitable  condition  for  export.     They  were 
then  placed  in  storage  by  Mersel  &  Fortgang  and  were  again  inspected  by  Govern- 
ment inspector  on  September  29. 

The  two  truckloads  of  Winesap  apples  were  sold  by  Baker  Bros,  on  Septem- 
ber 25  and  were  delivered  to  Mersel  &  Fortgang  at  an  agreed  price  of  $579. 
Payment  of  this  amount  has  been  withheld  by  Mersel  &  Fortgang  because  of  their 
claim  .that  Baker  Bros,  failed  to  comply  with  their  contract  regarding  the  car- 
load of  King  David  apples  in  that  the  apples  did  not  meet  the  U.S.  standards- 
for  export. 

Mersel  &  Fortgang' s  counter-  claim  was  based  on  the  contention  that 
Bpker  Bros,  failed  to  comply  with  their  contract  in  connection  with  the  car- 
load of  King  Do.vid  apples.     The  former  claim  that  they  expected  delivery  of  a 
carload  of  apples  that  would  be  suitable  for  export    ,  and  the  latter 

admit  that  they  so  understood  the  contract.     The  only  question  to  b 9  decided 
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was  whether  or  not  the  King  David-'- apples  sold/and  delivered  by  Bpker  Bros, 
were  fit  for  export. 

The  parties  themselves  by  express  agreement  set  out  the  essentials  that 
they  recognized  sufficient  to  constitute  good -delivery  under  the  contract  of 
sale.     The  confirmation  shows  the  apples  to  have  been  bought  f.o.b.  shipping 
point  and  provides  in  part:     "shipper  to  furnish  Government  inspection  certifi- 
cate showing  fruit  meets  requirements  as  -to  grade,  size  and  U.S.  standard  con- 
dit  ion  for  export."     Such  a  certificate  was  furnished  by  Baker  Bros.,  the  cer- 
tificate stating  that  the  apples  showed  less  than  lb  decay,  that  they  met  the 
requirements  of  U.S.  Ho.  1  Grade,  and  that  they  met  the  U.S.  standards  for  ex- 
port.    Since  the  sale  Was  made  on  an  f.o.b.  shipping-point  basis  and  since  the 
complainant  furnished  apples  which  the  shipping-point  inspection  certificate 
showed  as  meeting  U.S.  standards  for  export  and  the  parties  having  contracted 
that  apples  so  certified  would  be  good  delivery,  an  award  of  damages  in  Morsel 
&  Fortgang's  favor  would  seem  to  be  impossible. 

Mersel  &  Fortgang  contend,  however,  that  the  shipping-point  inspection 
was,   in  effect,  reversed  by  a  second  inspection  made  in  Hew  York  on  September 
29,  which  showed  that  the  stock  did  not  meet  U.S.  standards  for  export  because 
of  maturity,  decay  and  breakdown.     The  regulations  governing  the  Farm  Products 
Inspection  certificates  provide  for  an  appeal  inspection,  but  such  an  inspec- 
tion is  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  quality  and  condition  of  commodity 
at  the  time  of  the  original  inspection.     The  regulations  further  provide  that 
inspections  requested  to  determine  factors  of  condition  or  quality,  which  may 
have  undergone  material  change  since  the  original  inspection,  shall  not  be  con- 
sidered appeal  inspections  within  the  meaning  of  this  regulation.     It  is  also 
provided  that,  after  an  appeal  inspection  has  been  made,  a  certificate  desig- 
nated "appeal  inspection  certificate"  shall  be  signed  and  issued,  referring 
specifically  to  the  original  certificate.    This,  second  inspection,  therefore, 
did  not  reverse  the  original  inspection  as  to  quality,  condition  and  grade  of 
the  apples  at  shipping  point. 

The  Secretary  concluded  that  Mersel  &  Fortgang's  failure  to  pay  the 
purchase  price  of  Winesap  apples  shipped  by  truck  constituted  a  failure  truly 
and  correctly  to  account,  in  violation  of  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commod- 
ities Act;  that  Baker.  Brothers,  should  be  awarded  damages  in  the  sum  of  $579> 
and  that  Mersel  &  Fortgang's  counter  claim  should  be  dismissed.     The  Secretary, 
therefore,  ordered  that  Mersel  ft  Fortgang  should  pay  Baker  Brothers  the  sum 
of  $579  011  or  before  "November  15,  1931 ,  and  that  the  facts  in  the  matter  should 
be  published  by  "the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 

2 e .     AiTOT'HEB.  P.A.C.   CASE  DISMISSED  BECAUSE  OF  LACK  OF  JURISDICTION 

The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  has  issued  an  order  dismissing  the  com- 
plaint brought  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act  by  Elmer 
G.  Porter,  of  Caywood,  N.  Y. ,  against  Paul  Rothman,  Inc.,  of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Porter  sold  Rothman  two  cars  of  U.S.  No.  1  Concord  juice  grapes. 
Upon  arrival,  Rothman  asked  for  an  allowance,  which  was  refused.    After  con- 
siderable discussion,  Porter  agreed  to  reduce  the  draft  on  the  two  cars 
$70  and  Rothman  made  payment  on  this  basis.     Porter  claimed  that  he  agreed 
to  this  reduction  under  protest.,  with  the  understanding  that  the  matter 
would  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  both  parties  to  abide  by 
the  ruling  of  the  Secretary.    Rothman  denied  that  this  was  the  case  and 
stated  that  he  "understood  the  allowance  to  be  final. 
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In  his  decision  the  Secretary  says  that,  since  the  grapes  were  sold 
f.o.b    shipping  point,-  if  they  complied  with  the  contract,  delivery  to  the 
carrier  operated  to  pass  title  from  the  seller  to  the  buyer  and,  upon 
Rothman's  refusal  to,  accept,  Porter  could  have  stood  upon  his  rights  and 
refused  to  take  possession  thereof  and  could  have  asked  for  an  award  of 
damages  for  the  full  sales  price;  or.  Forter  could  have  resold  the  grapes  for 
the  account  of  all  concerned  and  have  asked"  for  an  award  of  damages  for  the 
difference  "between  the  original  sales  price  ,and .  the .  amount  realized' upon 
such  resale.    Porter  pursued  neither  of  these  remedies  "but  accepted  a  lesser 
amount  than  the;  sales  price. 

The  Secretary  holds  that  there  is.no  express  authorization  in  the  Ac t 
for  accepting  payment  under  protest  of  .a  lesser  amount  than  that  agreed  upon 
and  continuing  the  controversy  as  a  claimed  violation,  of  the  Act.     Pie  deems 
it  doubtful  whether  the  parties  can  agree  to  the  submission  of  such  a  quest  ion 
in  a. manner  not,  specifically  authorized  "by  the  Act.     Even  if  jurisdiction 
could,  "be  acquired  by  virtue  of  such  an  agreement,  the  agreement  would  have,  to 
be  definite,  complete,  and  acknowledged  by,,  both  parties  as  their  voluntary 
understanding.    Eothman  denies  that  he  entered  into  any  such  agreement,  and 
the  Secretary  therefore  feels  that  he  is.  without  jurisdiction  and  he  con- 
sequently dismissed  the  case. 

3e.     A  FLORIDA  CASS  UMBER  THE  PRODUCE  AGEITCY  ACT  .  ,.  . 

A  Produce  Agency  case  is  scheduled  for  trial  in  the  District  Court  at 
Tampa,  Florida,  on  November  ^>0.     The  defendant  is.il-.  P.  Dutton,  who  is 
accused  of  false  accounting  in  dealings  with  growers  at  Sanf ord,  Florida. 
W.  L.  Evans,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  will  arrive  at  Tampa  about  November  27, 
to  help  the   -Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  in  preparing  this  case  for  trial.    J.  33. 
Horigan,  of.  the  Solicitor's  Office,  will  also  go  to  Tampa  next  week  to  assist 
in  this  case.    Before  returning  to  Washington-,  Mr.  Evans,  will  make  investi- 
gations in  other  Produce  Agency  cases  in  Florida  and  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

H.  A.  SPILMA1T, 
Senior  Marketing  Specialist 

OFFICE  ITOTES: 

'Mr.  Sherman  has  been  performing  duty  on  the  jury  in  criminal  court  of 
Fairfax  County,  Virginia,  part  of  the  time  this  week. 

Sympathy  is  extended  to  0.  17.  Harsha,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  in  the 
death  of  his  mother  last  Saturday.  He  has  been  on  leave  at  Vincennos,  Ind. , - 
his  mother's  home,-  all  of  this  week. 

Robert  G.  Hill  returned  to  Washington  la.st  Saturday,  a,ftor  having  ma.de 
investigations  in  the  field,  preparatory  to  the  issuance  of  grades  for  cleaned 
and  shelled  Virginia- ts^pe  peanuts. 

•J.  Wm.  Park,  of  the  Standardization  and  Research  Project,  will  be  back 
at  his  desk  by  Monday,  after  having  attended  the  Southern  Outlook  Conference 
and. having,  studied  the  use  of  the  grades  for  un she lied  pecans  throughout  the 
South. .  . 

Wm.  E.  Leigh  is  spending  this  week  on  vacation  in  southern  Virginia.. 
He  is  doing  a  little  hunting,  while... on.  this  trip. 

(over) 
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office  mrm  (cq:"tihusd)  : . 

Herbert  Graff,  local  inspector,  was  in  Roanoke,  Ya.,  on  .Thursday,  mak- 
ing  an  appeal  inspection  of  a  car  of  California  celery. 

J.  G.  Cross,  of .the  Transportation  Unit,  plans  to  return  to  Washington 
"by  Monday,  after  his  f  ive  -weeks '  trip  throughout  the  South  and  the  Middle  West, 
in  the  interest  of  reports  from  common  carriers. 

E.  P.  Bostwick,  in  charge  of  the  Chicago . of f ice  of  the  Canned  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Grading  Service,  is  at  Indianapolis  today,  attending  a  meeting  of  the 
Indiana . Conner s '  Association  and  demonstrating  the  grades  for  canned  products, 
particularly  tomatoes,  corn  and  peas.  .  .. 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  of  the  Chicago  inspection  office,  spent  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  in  Kansas  City  and  Thursday  and  Friday  in  St.  Louis,  conferring 
with  inspectors  in  those  markets.    He  returns  to  Chicago  Saturday. 

Sympathy  is  extended  to  Mrs.  Jay  W.  Raplee,  of  the  Buffalo  office,  in 
the  death  of  her  father  on  Wednesday.    She  is  on  leave  for  several  days  and 
Mr.  Raplee  also  will  he  on  leave  this  Saturday  to  attend  the  funeral. 

R.  M.  Peterson,  who  has  been  operating  the  market-news  office  at 
Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  will  leave  there  early  next  week.    He  will  take  a  few  M 
days' vacation  in  Illinois,  and  then  proceed  to  Minneapolis  where  he  will  take 
the  remainder  of  his  annual  leave  and  also  substitute  for  L.  C.  Tate,  while 
the  latter  is  on  vacation. 

J.  B.  Owens  has  gone  from  Chicago  to  Martinsburg,  W.  Va. ,  to  take  over 
the  apple  market  reporting  work  until  the  close  of  that  office  in  December. 
Mr.  Owens  underwe?it  a  tonsilar  operation  in  Chicago  last  week. 

J.  J.  Gardner,  who  has  been  supervising  apple  inspection  work  in  West 
Virginia,  probably  will  not  leave  Martinsburg  until  the  end  of  next  week  and 
will  not  return  to  duty  in  the  Pittsburgh  office  until  December  1. 

Among  visitors  to  the  Washington  office  this  week  was  K.  W.  Schaible , 
formerly  on  inspector  in  Chicago  and  Hew  York  City.    He  resigned  from  the 
service  in  I92S. 

F.  C.  Turner  1ms  taken  over  the  cooperative  market  reporting  work  in 
xTorth  Dakota,  formerly  handled  by  O.M.  Fuller,  at  Fargo.     In  addition  to  radio 
broadcasting,  Mr.  Turner  issues  a  weekly  market  summary  to  _7,000  persons  on 
his  mailing  list. 

A.E.  Prugh,  who  is  on  leave  at  Los  Angeles,  probably  will  open  the 
Phoenix,  Arizona,  field  station  about  December  1  for  the  winter  lettuce  season. 

HO  DIVISION  LETTER  WILL  BE  ISSUED  I3EXT  WEEK,   on  account  of  Thanksgiving  § 
Day,  November  26,  being  a  holiday  in  all  offices.      Next  issue  will  be  Dec.  4. 
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la.     SAMPLING  AID  IHSFSCTIQIn  OF  CANNED  GOODS 

The  various  inspection  and  grading  offices  will  be  called  upon  from 
time  to  time  either  to  draw  samples  or  to  grade  samples  of  merchandise  sub- 
mitted for  delivery  to  other  Government  departments.     In  some  instances, 
travel  will  be  involved  and  expenses  will  be  incurred  which  are  properly 
chargeable  to  the  Government  departments  requesting  the  service.     It  fre- 
quently becomes  necessary  for  the  office  performing  the  service  to  tele- 
graph or  telephone  Washington  or  outside  parties  in  connection  with  this 
work.    All  items  of  expense  should  be  carefully  noted  and  submitted  imme- 
diately upon  completion  of  the  work  in  a  separate  statement ,  covering  each 
request  for  grading.    When  wires  are  filed  to  Washington,  for  instance, 
Government  rate  collect,  the  amount  of  the  wire  should  be  ascertained  and 
included  in  the  item  of  expense  in  connection  with  this  .inspection.  Other- 
wise, owing  to  the  method  in  which  the  departments  are  billed  by  the  tele- 
graph ana  telephone  companies,  some  of  these  items  are  likely  to  be  over- 
looked.   By  submitting  a  separate  account,  the  possibility  of  such  omissions 
will  be  avoided.    Upon  completion  of  the  work,  this  statement  should  be  im- 
mediately forwarded  to  Paul  M.  Williams,  of  the  Washington  office. 
** (continued  on  next  page)  -  WELLS  A.  SHERMAN 

2a.     LOW  TSIPSRATUEES  ALONG  PACIFIC  COAST 

The  following  information  was  received  from  the  San  Prancisco  and  Los 
Angeles  offices  on  Tuesday,  November  2h,  and  was  sent  to  all  offices  on  the 
leased  wire:- 

"Heavy  frost  in  California  Sunday  and  Monday  nights  (llov.  22  and  23) 
severely  damaged  tender  vegetables,  such  as  tomatoes,  beans,  eggplant,  arti- 
chokes, etc.    Only  few  sheltered  areas  close  to  coast  escaped.     Lettuce  and 
peas  in  San  Joaquin  Valley  and  peas  in  Imperial  Valley  reported  to  be  sever- 
ly  damaged  and  also  probably  considerable  injury  to  San  Fernando  Valley 
lettuce.    All  citrus  areas  smudged  heavily  and  practically  no  damage  expected 
in  southern  California.    Porterville  reported  temperature  of  22  degrees  and 
Lindsay  23.    Extent  of  citrus  damage  in  those  areas  undetermined  but  expected 
to  be  light,  account  heavy  smudging." 

The  following  additional  report  came  from  San  Francisco  on  Wednesday, 
ITovember  25,  and  was  sent  over  the  leased  wire  two  days  later :- 

"Freezing  damage  to  celery  in  delta  area  of  California  estimated  from 
25^0  in  light  peat  soil  to  as  high  as  50$  in  heavier  soil.    Damage  apparently 
occurs  only  in  outside  branches,  with  hearts  not  affected.     Early  estimates 
indicate  that  crop  as  a  whole  in  delta  area  will  be  curtailed  about  l^'fl* 
Unofficial  temperatures  20  to  22  degrees." 
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3a.     NOTICE  TO  BRANCH  OFFICES  THAT  SUBMIT  FAY  ROLLS 

It  appears  that  recent  instructions  regarding  the  submission  of  pay 
rolls  are  not  fully  understood. ,   Initials  of  the  officer  in  charge  should 
appear  to  the  left  of  the  line  designated  for  signature,  but  both  the  signa- 
ture and  title  lines  should  be  left  blank,  as  all  vouchers  are  signed  in  the 
Washington  office. 


Ha.    A  VALUABLE  REPORT  OJ  ORANGES 

The  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division  has  issued  a  12-paged 
mimeographed  report  on  the  "Significance  of  the  Canadian  Tariff  on  Oranges." 
It  is  designated  as  Report  F.S.:     CF-78  and  is  dated  November  27.    Two  sets 
of  graphs  or  charts  accompany  the  report,  and  all  of  the  material  is  of 
repj  interest  to  those  who  follow  the  orange  markets.     Copies  are  available 
directly  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division  in  this  Bureau.  The 
tariff,  mentioned  in  the  report,  was  authorized  in  June,  1931* 


5a.     CALIFORNIA  STORAGE  HOLDINGS  I  IT  IND-NOVBLSER 

Summary  of  cold-storage  and  dry-storage  holdings  of  apples,  onions, 
potatoes,  and  pears  in  California  on  November  15,  with  cor.qpara.tive  figures 
for  two  weeks  previous  and  one  year  ago,  was  published  by  the  San  Francisco 
office  as  follows :- 

TOTAL  COLD-STORAGE  HOLDINGS 
clov.  15,  1931 


Commodity 
Apples  (Boxes) 
Onions  (Sacks) 
Potatoes  (Sacks) 
Pears  (Boxes 


2,031,UU3 
189,881 
30,S3H 

md  lugs)  H0H,782 
TOTAL  PUBLIC  WAREHOUSE  (Dry  Storage) 
Onions      (Sacks)  35.SH7 
Potatoes  (Sacks)  3.398 


Oct.  30,  1951 
~  2,055,^09 

170,00U 
22,06H 
500, 818 
HOLDINGS 

2,511 


1 


i'JOV. 


13,  1950  § 


,109,925 
133,073 
150,6ll| 

577,897 

89,652 
15, His 


6a.     FERRIAGE  IN  MILEAGE-BASIS  AUTO  TRAVEL 

The  Comptroller  General  recently  rendered  a  negative  decision  in  the 
request  of  a  Government  official  for  reimbursement  of  $H.60  ferriage 
charges  from  Cape  Charles  to  Portsmouth,  while  traveling  by  automobile  for 
his  Department.    However,  the  decision  goes  on  to  say:     "When  using  a 
privately -owned  automobile  upon  a  mileage  basis, the  employee  is  entitled  to 
mileage  for  the  entire  distance  traveled,  if  accompanied  by  his  automobile, 
whether  the  automobile  travels  under  its  own  power  or  some  other  means." 
Applying  the  7-oent  rate  to  the  ferry  .distance  of  38  miles, the  official  was 
allowed  $2.65  for  the  Cape  Charles-Portsmouth  portion  of  his  trip. 


IMPORTANT  ADDITION  TO  PARAGRAPH  1-a 

Stencils  .for  this  Division  Letter  were  cut  at  different  times.  After 
the  first  page  had  been  stenciled,  the  following  addition  was  made  to 
Par.  1-a: 

♦♦Shipments  of  samples  of  canned  goods  to  Washington  should  be  made  on 
Government  bill  of  lading  and  the  charge  for  transportation  ascertained  and 
included  in  the  above  statement  (mentioned  in  Par.  1-cv),-  also  the  bill  of 
lading  number. 
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MARKET  MS  SERVICE 


lb .     EEAVY  RECEIPTS  I1T  NEW  YORK;  A  CAR  OF  OCT  FROM  FLOE  I  DA 

E.  R.  Biddle  sent  the  following  interesting  item  from  Hew  York  City 
on  Monday.,  November  23:- 

" After  writing  today's  markets,   the  thought  struck  me  that,  possibly 
with  one  or  two  minor  exceptions,  every  vegetable  was  represented.    We  quoted 
prices  on  42  vegetables,  all  stock  being  grown  in  the  United  States.  Our 
wires  today  covered  27  commodities,  not  including  auctions  on  grapes,  grape- 
fruit and  pears,  and  special  railroad  reports. 

"Of  particular  interest  this  morning  was  a  car  of  Florida  corn,  which 
sold  mostly  at  $3~$3-25  Per  crate.     Our  records  show  that  this  is  the  first 
time  a  straight  carload  of  corn  from  any  State  arrived  on  this  market  at 
this  time  of  the  year.    Another  item  of  interest  is  the  supply  of  asparagus 
for  this  season  of  the  year.    Although  just  limited  quantities  have  been 
coming  in,  yet  the  market  lias  been  able  to  dispose  of  a  car  a  day,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  supply  arriving  from  Argentine. 

"We  show  1,125  cars  of  all  products  as  having  arrived  and  been  un- 
loaded for  today's  market." 


2b.     TEE  ST.   LOUIS  APPLE  MARKET 

M,  M.  Thomas  included  the  following  comments  in  a  letter  of  November 
20  from  St.  Louis:  - 

"The  Calhoun  County  (Illinois)  apple  harvest  is  practically  at  an  end. 
Truck  receipts  in  Stf  Louis  are  decreasing  every  day  and  will  be  only 
slightly  greater  than  those  of  last  year.    Most  of  the  arrivals  by  truck  are 
of  fair  to  ordinary  quality  and  sell  at  4-0^-75^  VeT  basket.    Very  few  west- 
ern, apples  are  being  sold  in  St.  Louis  this  year  and,  until  Illinois  fruit 
is  disposed  of,  western  fruit  will  hardly  have  a  chance." 

3b.  MA  HIS  POTATO  PRICES  ADVANCE  SLIGHTLY 

The  following  information  came  in  a  letter  of  November  2g  from 
V.  E.  Nicholson,  at  Presque  Isle:- 

"The  Maine  potato  market  has  shown  a  tendency  to  improve  slightly 
during  the  past'  few  days.    Most  shippers  are  expecting  the  market  to  con- 
tinue to  strengthen,  especially  with  the  advent  of  colder  weather.  Because 
of  the  large  crop  in  the  Northeast  this  season,  however,  the  prospects  of  a 
very  material  advance  appear  to  be  rather  unpromising. 

"Street  prices  have  firmed  slightly,  but  growers  are  still  getting 
mostly  50^  bulk  per  barrel  for  U.S.  No.  1  stock  delivered  to  shippers'  ware- 
houses.    Most  growers  are  reluctant  to  sell  at  the  prevailing  prices,  and 
haulings  have  been  very    light.     The  temperature  dropped  to  10  degrees  last 
night,  but  no  damage  is  expected. 

"Shipments  continue  about  4,500  cars  behind  those  of  last  season. 
Some  factors  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  increased  truck  movement  and  the 
larger  quantity  used  by  the  starch  factories  this  season  will  offset  the 
decrease  in  rail  shipments.     The  factory  in  Caribou  and  the  one  here  in 
Presque  Isle  had  ground  approximately  220  carloads  more  to  November  1 

(continued  over) 
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this  season  than  a  year  ago.     There  are  13  starch  factories  operating  in 
Aroostook  County,  "but  these  two  are  "by  far  the -largest .     It  is  probably  a 
safe  estimate  that  the  factories  have  taken  between  750  and-  1,000  cars 
more  than  to  this  date  last  season.  ....  .  ..... 

"The  movement  of  certified  seed  s  tock'  to  points  in  Florida  amounted 
to  about  80  cars  last  week,  but  most  of  this  stock  was  sold  earlier  in  the 
season.    Demand  for  Cobblers  has  been  very  light,  and  shipments  to  Virginia 
and  the  Carolinas  have  been  extremely  light.    Most  buyers  are  holding  off, 
expecting  to  buy  at  lower  prices." 

Kb .     A  STRONGER  LOCAL  FEELING  Off  IDAHO  POTATOES 

R.  G.  Risser  wrote  as  follows  from  Idaho  EaHs  i-n  a  letter  of 
November  28:- 

"With  the  smallest  percentage  of  U.S.  No.  1  Russets  on  record  in 
Idaho  and  with  an  18$  reduction  in  the  western  potato  crop,  as  compared  with 
last  year,  a  much  stronger  sentiment  is  developing  in  Idaho  shipping  districts 
regarding  potato  prices,  especially  on  the  best  stock.     Trading  on  U.S.  ITo.l 
Russets  around  Thanksgiving  time'  was  more  active,  and  prices  to  growers  on 
this  grade  have  advanced  5^~10^  per  cwt.     Growers  had  shown  an  increasing 
disposition  to  demand  higher  prices  before  disposing  of  their  stock  and, 
while  this  has  kept  shippers  rustling  for  supplies  of  acceptable  quality  on 
the  one  hand  and  endeavoring  to  get  the  trade  to  meet  the  moderate  price 
advances  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  made  for  a  steady  to  slightly  stronger 
market  here.    Reports  indicate  a  favorable  price  outlook  in  Washington  and 
in  Colorado,  which  lends  encouragement  to  local  factors.    As  an  evidence  of 
his  confidence  in  the  increasing  value  of  potatoes,  a  local  business  man  has 
offered  to  sell  a  residence,  accepting  potatoes  In  payment  on  the  basis  of 
$1  per  cwt.  for  U.S.  Kb.  1  Russets.     This  is  about  twice  as  much  as  most  of 
the  offerings  are  now  bringing  the  growers. 

"Just  what  course  the  market  will  take  is  a  matter  of  uncertainty. 
Slight  price  advances  have  had  the  usual  effect  of  releasing  greater  supplies 
and  thereby  increasing  shipments.     Shippers  have  experienced  some  difficulty 
in  getting  buyers  to  bear  the  additional  cost  of  heater  service,  when  temper- 
atures seem  to  require  it.     Some  cars  have  probably  been  bought-  during  spells 
of  fairly  moderate  weather  in  anticipation  of  the  fact  that  the  extra  expense 
of  heater  service  will  be  indispensable  with  the  decline  of  temperatures. 
Other  shipments  have  been  forwarded  without  this  service,  when  weather  was  too 
cold,  and  they  have  arrived  with  potatoes  in  lower  part  of  cars  badly  frozen.. 
Recently,  a  much  heavier  proportion  of  Idaho  shipments  has  been  passing  ' 
through  Salt  Lake,  bound  for  Los  Angeles  and  other  southwe stern  points.  This 
has  had  a  beneficial  effect  upon  eastern  markets  but  a  depressing/effect  on 

the  coast  ."' 

k-go .  "   "VACUUM-CLEANED"  POTATOES  '  ' 

In  the  market  report  for  December  3>  Boston  quoted  prices  on  cleaned 
Maine  Green  Mountain  potatoes.    Upon  inquiry  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"cleaned,"  Boston  office  replied;     "Mairie  potatoes  quoted  are  cleaned  by  a 
process  introduced  this  year,  resembling  vacuum  cleaning,  whereby  all  dust 
and  dirt  is  removed  from  the  surface  without  use  of  water." 


5b.     CODE  CHANGE,  ■EFFEOTip.UBCEMBER' 11 

On  the ""11U"   (Sweet  Potato) page  of  the  code,  make  the  following  change: 

yjtJH  "bushel  tubs  -  (instead  of  5~peck  crates) 

6b..    TEXAS  CITRUS  LIQVSIvIEITT  LIMITED;  VEGETABLE  OUTPUT  INCREASING 

W.  D,  Googe  sent  the  following  report  from  Brownsville,  in  a  letter 
da.ted  November  2^:~  ,  ■ . 

"Citrus  shipments  from  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas  during 
the  week  ending  November  2g  were  slightly  lighter  than  during  the  previous 
week.     This  was  due  partly  to  Thanksgiving  Day,  when  there  was  very  little 
activity,  and  partly  to  the  light  rains  which  prevented  pickers  from  getting 
into  the  groves.     Considerable  improvement  was  reported  in  the  quality  of 
fruit,  practically  all  of  which  now  meets  the  Texas  maturity  tests.  Markets 
were  generally  lower,  especially  on  small  sizes. 

"Vegetable  shipments  from  this  section  showed  a  decided  increase. 
Beets,  tomatoes  and  cabbage  are  moving  freely  in  carlots.    Prices  of  cabbage 
to  growers  have  ranged  mostly  $15-$17-50  Per  ton,  and  cash-track  prices  for 
loaded  cars  have  been  $20-$22.50  per  ton  and  $1.15~*1.25  per  lettuce  crate. 
A  fairly  good  demand  has  been  reported  for  cars  of  mixed  vegetables,  which 
may  contain  an  assortment  of  the  above-mentioned  commodities  and  carrots, 
broccoli,  new  potatoes,  snap  beans,  peas,  mustard  and  turnip  greens,  parsley, 
etc.     The  movement  of  carrots  has  been  light,  on  account  of  dry  weather  which 
checked  growth  in  the  dry  farming  areas,  and  shipments  except  in  mixed  cars 
will  be  light  during  December. 

"The  first  cool  weather  of  the  season  brought  fogs,  mists,  and  light 
rains,  which  are  of  material  benefit  in  producing  the  crops  of  winter  vege- 
tables in  the  Valley." 


A  previous  letter  from  Mr,  Googe,  dated  November  21,  contained 
additional  information,  as 'follows 

"Hie  sizes  of  grapefruit  are  said  to  be  more  satisfactory  now, although 
boxes  run  heavily  to  96? s .     Considerable  interest  is  shown  in  shipments  of 
small  fruit  in  bushel  tubs,    Bitter  protest  was  entered  against  this  type  of 
container  in  former  hearings  before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  but  '■■  c 
the  tub,  ring-packed  with  good-quality  small  grapefruit,  makes  a  rather 
attractive  package  and  has  proven  to  be  popular  this  season  when  small  fruit 
is  abundant.    Practically  all  shipments  of  grapefruit  are  now  Marsh  Seedless. 
In  spite  of  the  small  sizes,  the  fruit  is  heavy  and  full  of  juice,  which  is 
a  result  of  recent  watering  of  the  groves. 

"More  than  20  cars  of  tomatoes  were  loaded  during  the  week  (Nov.  15-21) , 
the  quality  of  which  is  reported  to  be  unusually  good  for  the  fall  crop.  A 
light  movement  of  fall  potatoes,  Bliss  Triumphs,   is  expected  to  begin  during 
the  next  few  days.    No  heavy  rains  have  fallen,  but  numerous  showers  during 
the  week  have  r evived  the  plants  after  a  long  dry  spell.    About  an  inch  and 
a-half  of  rain  fell  in  the  Corpus  Christi  area  last  Thursday  night,  but  it 
came  too  late  to  benefit  the  cabbage  crop  which  is  usually  ready  for  market 
during  January  and  February.     Light  precipitation  was  reported  In  the  Winter 
Garden  section  and  at  Laredo." 
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7b.     A  NEW  "PA-PS"   (POTATOES)  PAGE  0?  TEE  CODS 

With  this  issue  of  the  Division:  .Letter.,.. ; there,  are  being 'mailed 
copies  of  a  new  "PA-PE"  (Potatoes)  code  page.     There  are  no  changes  from 
the  previous  page  as  revised  in  December,  ,1930*  ba.t  a  few  additions  have 
been  made.     These  include  the  terms  which  have  been  added  from  time  to 
time  during  the  past  year,  and  also  the  following  new  terminals ,  effective 
December  11:-  /".  • /"        :'/  '  ■ 

W  Green  Mountains,  Canada  Ho.  1 
....         EW  .  Russet  Burhanks,  U..S.  No-  1,  "bakers  in 
EX    Russet  Burhanks,  U.S.  No.'l,  bakers  out 

If  any  market  news  office  happens  to  be  overlooked  in  this  dis- 
tribution of  the  new  "PA-PS"  page,  a  copy  should  Toe  requested  from  Washington. 

Sb.     PUGST  SOUND  GRSSN-VSGS TABLE  SEASON  -ENDED 

T.  R.  Hall,  of  the  Seattle  office,  included  the  following  information 
in  a  market  review,  released  on  November  15:- 

"The  shipping  season  for  Paget 'Sound  green  vegetables  has  practically 
come  to  a  close, and  activities  among  growers  and  shippers  of  western  Washing- 
ton -will  be  at  low  ebb  until  after  January  1,  when  the  hothouse  rhubarb  crop 
•  will  be  ready  to  market.     The  cauliflower  season  closed  with  a  good  demand 
for  Thanksgiving  trade,  pony  crates  generally  ranging  SO^-65^,  f.o.b.  cash- 
track.  '  An  active  inquiry  was  prevalent  for  good  cabbage  but  quality  of  most 
offerings  was 'only  fair.    Speculators  in  celery  remembered  the  bitter  losses 
of  last  winter,  and  it  is  generally  believed  that  less  celery  is  in  Seattle 
storages  this  year  than  one  year  ago.    Limited  additional  supplies  will  be 
held  for  Christmas  trading.    Bunched  beets,  carrots  arid  turnips  have  moved 
fairly  freely  in  mixed  ca.rs. 

"Some  speculative  buying  is  taking  place  for  Northwestern  onions. 
Oregon  stock  is  meeting  an  active  demand,  the  mid-November  market  holding 
around  $1.75~$l-85  per  cwt., f.o.b.  cash-track,  on  No.  1  yellow  stock.  The 
Yakima.  Valley  crop  is  also  in  active  demand;  practically  all  of  it  is  in  the 
hands  of  dealers  and  the  f.o.b.  cash  market  for  Yalencias,  3  inches  and 
larger,  is  ruling  around  §kQ  sacked  per  ton,  while  natural  run  of  sizes 
range  $}0~&^2  per  ton.     The  f.o.b.  potato  market  is  holding  the  advance  made 
earlier  in  the  current  week.    Rutabagas  continue  in  moderate  demand,  but 
squash  is  of  less  interest." 


9b .     CALIFORNIA  CITRUS  ERUIT  OITLY  SLIGHTLY  AEFECTED  BY  COLD  WEATHER ■  ■ 

A  late  report,  dated  November  21,  was  received • through  E.  E.  Kaufman, 
Agricultural  Statistician  at  Sacramento,  as  follows 

"Cold  weather  has-  been  more  severe  than  usually  occurs  during  November. 
Nearly  all  lemon  and  Valencia  orange-  groves  and  most  navel  groves  in  southern 
California,  if  located  in  known  cold  areas,  are  provided  with  orchard  heaters. 
Central  California  navels  are  usually  harvested  ahead  of  cold  weather  and 
not  well  supplied  with  heaters.     It  seems  this  area  lias  experienced  some  loss 
of  navels,  although  much  too  early  to  predict.     Probably  two-thirds  that 
navel  crop  already  harvested  ahead  of  frost-.    Now  seems  improbable  that 
serious  loss  has  occurred  in  other  citrus  areas  of  importance.    Unless-  cold 
weather  continues,   the  total  crop  will  probably  show  but  slight  reduction." 
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10b .    A  MINIMUM  OP  55  DBC-HESS  BELOW  ZERO  .III  COLORADO 

Bryce  Mdrris  sent  the  following  letter  from  Denver  on  November  25:- 
" Extremely  low  temperatures  have  prevailed  over  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  Colorado  the  past  week,  and  all  sections  experienced  real  winter. 
Minimums  ranging  from  25  to  35  degrees  "below,  zero  were  reported  from  points 
in  the  San  Luis  Valley,  where  snow  ranged  from  15  to  2ij-  inches  in  depth. 
Snowfalls  in  the  mountains  were  reported  up  to  3  feet.     Most  of  the  mount- 
ain passes  were  blocked.    On  account  of  the  extremely  cold  weather,  there 
have  "been  very  light  shipments  of  potatoes  the  past  week.    Prices  in  general 
remained  steady,  although  a  slight  upturn  was  noticed  in  northern  Colorado  on 
Bliss  Triumph  potatoes. 

"Western  Slope  onion  shipments  were  much  lighter,  with  prices  slightly 
higher  on  usual-terms  sales.    Practically  no  onions  were  offered  "by  growers; 
the  dealers  loaded  a  few  cars  from  storage.    Western  Slope  sections  report 
onions  holding  up  well  in  storage,  while  in  the  Arkansas  Valley  a  consider*-' 
able  shrinkage  had  resulted  from  the  warm  weather  previous  to  this  week." 

A  previous  letter  from  Mr.  Morris,  dated  November  21,  contained  the 
following  information:- 

"Onion  growers  were  holding  tightly  to  the  few  supplies  remaining  in 
their  hands.    Western  Slope  farmers  were  receiving  $1.90-$2i05  per  cwt., 
according  to  variety  and  size  of  bulk  onions,  compared  with  25^-30^  a  year 
ago. 

"The  past  week  has  witnessed  a  very  light  demand  for  potatoes  and  a 
dull  market.     It  now  seems  doubtful  whether  Colorado  will  move  more  than 
7»500  cars  this  season.    Apparently  the  San  Luis  Valley  will  ship  very  few 
over  2,000  cars,  about  one-fifth  of  last  year's  movement,  while  the  north- 
ern Colorado  shipments  will  probably  range  between  2,500  and  J>,000  cars. 
Other  districts  in  the  State  will  be  about  the  same  as  last  year." 

lib.    ACREAC-S  OP  TOMATOES  AND  PEAS  IN  MEXICO 

M.  E.  Wells,  Associate  Crop  Estimator  at  Phoenix,  Arizona,  recently 
made  a  trip  to  the  southern  part  of  that  State  and  obtained  the  following 
figures  on  vegetable  plantings  in  Mexico:- 

"Reports  from  Mexico  cover  a  wide  raJige  as  to  acreage  on  tomatoes . 
We  secured  estimates  from  2U,000  to  1+0,000  acres.    One  estimate  was  for      .  -  1 
35,000  acres.     One  man  seemed  to  think  25,000  to  30,000  would  cover  it. 
Production  estimates  are  generally  for  about  the  same  number  of  cars  as 
last  season.    One  report  is  1+., 00.0  to  6,000  cars. 

"The  Mexican  pea  acreage  runs  from  6,000  to  5,000  acres,  likely  around 
7,000.    Early  plantings  are  said  to  have  been  hard  hit  by  continued  hot 
weather.    While  the  movement  of  shelled  peas  this  season  may  be  expected  to 
exceed  that  of  last  winter,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  increase  will  be  material. 
It  is  believed  that  some  missionary  work  is  needed  at  the  consuming  end,par- 
ticularly  among  hotel  and  large  restaurant  owners. 

"About  two  or  three  years  ago,  some  peas  were  shelled  and  graded  by 
hand.     Last  season  and  the  year  before,  some  grading  by  mechanical  means  was 
done.     Small  lots  of  shelled  peas  included  in  regular  shipments  of  peas  in 
pods  went  through  in  good  shape  and  sold  very  well,  according  to  one  report t 

"Since  the  increased  tariff  went  into  effect  last  winter,  considerable 
thought  seems  to  be  directed  to  shelled  peas.    One  man  informed  me  that  he  was 
of  the  opinion  that  saving  on  freight  and  tariff  combined  might  amount  to  one- 
third  or  one-half." 
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_  1213.    WARM,  DRY  WEATHER  III  FLO-HI- DA-  ■.-   v    -  ; 

The  following  "brief  report  came  from  Hi  F.  Will  son,  at  Winter  Haven, 
under  date  of  December'l:- 

" During  the  past  few  days,  the  weather  has  been  unusually  warm  for 
this  time  of  year.  In  fact  there  has  been  practically  no  cool  weather  so 
far  this  winter.  For  the  month  of  ITovember,  the  average  maximum  temperature 
at  Winter  Haven  was  SO  degrees,  with  the  average  minimum  6.1  degrees  and  a 
mean  average,  of  70. 5  degrees.  The  maximum  temperature  ITovember  29  and  30 
was  S5  degrees. 

"There  has  been  practically  no  rain  Since  the  local  office  was 
opened  the  middle  of  October,-  only  a  light  shower  or  two  and  not  enough  to 
be  of  any  benefit.    All  crops  are  badly  in  need  of  rain  and,  wherever  possi- 
ble, irrigation  is  being  used*    Very  few  citrus  groves,  however,  are  equipped 
for  irrigation.     The  drop  of  'citrus  is  heavy  for  this  time  of  year,  and  the 
fruit  is  not  sizing  up  as  large  as  expected  earlier  in  the  season." 

13b.   rsceht  hetvs  from  westerh  -hew  yoke  - 

The  latest  weekly  report  from  Rochester  office  is  dated  ITovember  2h. 
Probably  there  will  be  one  dated  about  the  first  of  December,  which  may  be 
received  aft'er  this  D.L.  has  gone  to  press.    Excerpts  from  the  letter  of 
ITovember  2U  are  given  below: - 

"F.o.b.  selling  did  not  assume  the  activity  desired  for  Thanksgiving 
trade.     The  abnormally  warm  weather  prevailing  throughout  most  of  ITovember 
served  to  reduce  both  the  desire  to  buy  and  the  quality  of  the  goods  offered. 
Practically  all  cabbage  has  been  cut;  shipments  are  now  moving  from  storage 
and  the  general  price  range  lias  shown  a  slight  advance.     Celery  holdings 
between  Hovember  13  and  20  were  reduced  300'cars.     The  quantity  in  cold 
storage  in  western  how"  York  ITovember  20  was  an  amount  equal  to  approximately 
1,500  cars.    At  the  sane  time  last  season  slightly  more  than  1,600  carloads 
were  in  cold  storage.     (Editor's  note:-  3y  ITovember  27,  the  storage  holdings 
were  down  to  353»S.1S  crates.)      Demand  for  potatoes  was  rather  slow  'and  the 
f.o.b.  market  held  from  about  steady  to  dull.    Onions  met  only  'a  moderate 
demand,  with  f.o.b.  values  mostly  unchanged.     There  are  some  reports  of 
sprouting  in  common  storage.    The  apple  market  continued  dull,  movement  was 
moderately  light,  and  sales  wore  scattered.     The  carrot  market  was  nominally 
unchanged. 

"The  general  outlook  for  the  western  Hew  York  celery'  deal  is  unpromis- 
ing. Storage  holdings  are  showing  a  wide  variation  in  quality  and  condition. 
Supplies,  in  the  main,  Will  have  to  be  moved  during  the  next'  three  weeks. 

''The'  unseasonably  warm  weathor  has  served  as  a  serious  handicap  to 
shippers  of  cabbage.    Most  of  the  shipments  are  now  coming  from  temporary 
storage  or  from  some  protected  locations.    Wisconsin  is  rapidly  'cleaning  up, 
storages  are  reported  to  be  only  about  one-third  full  and  movement  from  now 
on  will  be  relatively  light. 

"Txie  loadings  of  apples  have  been  quite  largely  of  inferior  grades  of 
fruit,    numerous  cars  are  being  shipped  for  cider  plants  and  other  commercial 
purposes.    A  few  more  cars  moved  for  export  shipment.    We  have  record  in  this 
office  of  132  cars  being  shipped  this  season  to  one  town  in  this  State,  all 
of  which  are  believed  to  be  for  cider  or  canning  purposes." 

B.  C.  BOREE, 
Specialist  in  Market  Hews 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD'  STATIONS  OE " MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


Stations 

Mail 
|List 

In 

Charge 

Reports 

| First 
[Bulletin 

Probably 
will  close 

ROCHESTER',  N.Y.** 

D-310  Triangle  Bl'dg. 

837 

R. 

L. 

Sutto  n 

>  Pears* 
Onions 
Carrots 
Cabbage 
Celery 
Apples 
Peaches* 
Grapes* 
Potatoes 

:Se'pt.  2 
S  ep  t .  2 
Sept.  2 
S  ep  t .  2 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  g 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  23 
Oct.  5 

Oct.  27* 
Apr.  9 
May  21 
Mar .  26 
Jan.  9 
May  21 
Oct.  3* 
Nov.  7* 
May  21 

PRESQJE  ISLE,  MS.** 
Eedrich  Block 

|  8k2 

V. 

E. 

Nicholson 

Potatoes 

Sept.  10 

Apr.  jO 

WAUPACA,  WIS.** 
Court  House 

: 

A. 

M, 

McDowell 

Potatoes 

Sept.  lk 

Mar .  26 

MARTINSB URG,  ¥.  T/A. 
9  County  Court  Pious e 

:  S35 

T 

u  • 

B. 

Owens 

Apples 

Sept.  15 

Dec.  12 

IDAilO  EALlS,  IDAHO 
23O  Eederal  Bldg. 

: 

G. 

Risser 

Potatoes 

Sept.  17 

May  7 

BROWNSVILLE,  TEXAS** 
Chamber  of  Commerce 

j  931 

W. 

D. 

Googe 

Citrus 
Vegetables 

Oct.  15 
Jan .  1 

Mar .  1 

June  1 

WHITER  HAVEN,  ELA.  ** 
Devvittr-Taylor  Bldg. 

:  920 

E. 

Willson 

Citrus 

Oct.  19 

May  lk 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.** 
k\2  P.  0.  Bldg.  i 

S95 

R. 

S. 

Keller 

Apples 
Onions 
Potatoes 

Oct.  30 
Oct.  30 
Oct.  30 

Nov .  25 
Apr.  2 

May  lk 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.**  j 
602  Security  Bldg.  : 

815 

A, 

E. 

Prugh 

Lettuce 

Dec.  1 

Jan.  9 

State  cooperating  *Reports  discontinued 


W.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco  H.  S.  Rutland  at  Williston,  Fla. 

B.  S.  Surry  in  Portland  R.  M.  Peterson  in  Minneapolis 

FIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 

in  the  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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REGULATORY  ACT IV I TI ES 


1  e .     ;  FAILURE  TO  PAY  BROKERAGE  IS  CONSIDERED  A  VI  PLAT  I  PIT  OF  P.A.C.  ACT 

Failure  to  pay  brokerage  or  commission  due  as  compensaiion  to  "brokers 
or  commission:  men  in  negotiating  sales  of  fresh  fruits  or  vegetables  in  inter- 
state commerce  is  a  violation  under  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities 
Act,   the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  announced  as  the  result  of 
an  opinion  rendered  "by  the  Solicitor  under  date  of  November  6.     Section  2, 
Subdivision  H,  of  the  Act  relates  to  failure  "truly  and  correctly  to  account 
promptly  in  respect  of  any  such  transaction  in  any  such  commodity  to  the  per- 
son with  whom  such  transaction  is  had.1' 

The  Solicitor  holds  that  the  words  "such  transaction"  and  the  phrase 
"the  person  with  whom  such  transaction  is  had"  may  be  as  appropriately  ap- 
plied to  transactions  between  brokers  and  commission  men  with  their  principals 
as  to  transactions  between  seller  and  buyer.    He  states  further:     "I  am  in- 
clined to  think  therefore  that  when  a.  shipper,  who  is  in  fact  a  'dealer'  as 
defined  by  the  Act,  neglects  or  refuses  to  pay  a  commission  merchant  or 
broker  for'  services  rendered  as  such,  a  complaint  made  by  such  commission 
merchant  or  broker  for  the  purpose  of  securing  an  award  of  damages  under  the 
Act  may  be  properly  entertained  as  a  failure  or  refusal  'truly  and  correctly 
to  account'  to  such  commission  men  or  brokers  for  their  services  thus 
rendered." 

Prior  to  this  decision,  there  was  seme  doubt  as  to  whether  brokers  or 
commission  men  could  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  in  collect- 
ing their  compensaiion.    Complaints  a,gai:ist  dealers  for  failure  to  pay  brokers 
or  commission  men  will  hereafter  be  entertained  by  the  Department. 


2e.     PUBLIC  HEAR  I  EG- S  UEDSR  THE  P.A.C.  ACT 


In  the  D.L.  for  October  9  announcement  was  made  of  an  extensive  trip 
to  the  'Vest  by  C.  P.  Dorr,  of  the  Solicitor's  Of f ice,  aid  Mrs.  J.  H.  Sullivan, 
stenographer,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  hearings  under  the  Perishable  Agri- 
cultural Commodities  Act  at  various  points.     These  representatives  of  the 
Department  are  still  in  California,  and  below  is  a  list  of  public-  hearings 
which  they  will  hold  during  the  next  few  days:- 

Date  Place  Parties  Involved 

Dec.  k        Los  Angeles  Interstate  Fruit  Distributors  vs. 

  E.  H. .Sskey  &  Son 

Dec.  7        Los  Angeles  Harry  Becker  &  Co.  vs.  Pacific  Fruit  & 

Produce  Co. 

Dec.  9       21  Centro,  Calif.    J.  Eatekaru  Co.  vs.  W.  A.  Kendall 

The  following  additional  hearings  will  be  conducted  by  S.  E.  Mynatt, 
of  the  Solicitor's  Office,  on  the  dates  indicated: - 

Dec.  9  W.  Palm  Beach,  Ela.        C.  G.  Justice  vs.  C.  S.  Moore. 
Dec.  10    Leesburg,  Fla.  Henry  Lorber  &  Co.  vs.  B.  F.  Lee  and 

Beville  &  Oldham 
Dec.  11    Leesburg,  Fla.  3.  E.  Lee  vs.  Beville  &  Oldham 

Dec.  12    Montgomery,  Ala.         Michigan  Land  Co.  of  Ohio  vs.  Eathan 

Segall 

Dec.  Ik    Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  Eehf  Fruit  Co.  vs.  Dawson  Produce  Co. 
Dec.  15    Memphis,  Tenn.  Matthews  Produce  Co.  vs.  B.  F.  Butler. 
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INSPECTION  SERVICE 


1  c .     CERTIFICATION  CLAUSE  ON  CERTIFICATE  RESTRICTED  TO  CONDITION:  ONLY 
SHOULD  BE  MADE  TO  READ  "***  QUALITY  AITD/OR  CONDITION  ***" 

Recently  tiie  admission  of  a  certificate  into  court  was  questioned  ■■■ 
"because  it  was  restricted  to  a  report  on  size.     The  present  law  authorizes 
inspectors  to  certify  "quality  and/or  condition"  and  the  certificate  was 
ruled  out  because  it  did  not  report  quality  and/or  condition,  size  "being 
only  an  incidental  feature  of  quality.    Neither  do  we  have  specific 
authority  to  certify  variety,  although  it  may  "be  stated  on  certificates 
reporting  quality  and/or  condition.     It  will  therefore  not  "be  the  policy 
to  restrict  certificates  to  "variety"  or  "size"  and,  -when  these  points 
are  in  controversy,  the  certificate  must  report  quality  or  condition  or  both. 

The  certification  clause  on  certificates  as  now  printed  reads  "*** 
quality  and  condition  ***."  When  a  new  supply  is  printed,  it  will  "be  made 
to  correspond  with  the  wording  of  the  law:  ".***  quality  and/or  condition 
***."  Until  a  new  supply  of  certificates  is  printed,  all  certificates  which 
are  restricted  to  condition  must  be  typed  so  as  to  make  the  certification 
clause  read  "***  quality  and/or  condition  ***"  by  inserting  "/or"  between 
the  words  "and"  and  "condition." 


2c.    HEAVY  INSPECTION  WORK  ON  VIRGINIA  APPLES 

T.  W.  Ayres  submitted  the  following  report  from  University,  Va. ,  on 
November  27:- 

"By  November  15,  we  had  issued  7)600  certificates  on  Virginia  apples 
for  the  season  of  1931*     This  date  was  practically  the  end  of  the  apple  har- 
vest, but  we  have  since  issued  several  hundred  certificates  on  fruit  out  of 
common  storage  and  cold  storage,  so  that  we  are  well  over  the  8,000  mark  now. 

"Cold-storage  holdings  in  the  State  are  nearly  the  equivalent  of 
1,500,000  barrels  of  apples.     Less  than  half  of  this  stock  has  been  inspected; 
so  I  believe  we  shall  have  at  least  5»000  more  cars  to  certify  for  domestic 
and  foreign  shipment.     The  movement  out  of  cold  storage  Is  rather  slow  now, 
but  we  are  inspecting  from  Ho  to  50  cars  per  day.    We  anticipate  heavier  and 
more-steady  shipments  after  the  first  of  December,  if  the  crop  is  to  be  mar- 
keted in  an  orderly  manner. 

"The  inspected  stock  in  storage  seems  to  be  in  good  condition,  but 
numerous  lots  packed  without  inspection  are  having  grade-marks  lowered  and 
a  few  show  considerable  decay.    Many  packs  are  showing  slack,  on  account  of 
careless  racking  of  barrels  in  packing  during  the  heavy  rush  of  the  season. 
So  far,  we  have  observed  only  occasional  specimens  of  scald  and  do  not  think 
we  shall  have  much  trouble  in  this  respect,  as  shredded  oiled  paper  is  in 
general  use." 

3c .     CHANGES  IN  LIST  OP  PAST-DUE  ACCOUNTS 

Hie  following  should  be  added  to  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts; 

B.  Pdddick  Memphis,  Tenia*  $30.00 
The  following  should  be  taken  from  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 

C.  S.  Lowthrop  &  Company      Hope,  Ark.  $H.00 


Division'  Letter,/  December'  k,t  1931. 


lie  .     INDIAITA  SWEET-POTATO  INSPECTIONS 

J.  E.  Dickerscn  sent  the  following  report  from  Indianapolis  voider 
date  of  November  23 :- 

"We  are  starting  sweet-potato  inspections  in  Indiana  this  year,  and 
one  inspector 'will  begin  work  today  in  the  Owens vi lie  section.    We  have  a 
guarantee  of  a  minimum  of  100  cars.    Whether  the  deal  can  be  developed 
further  than  that,  I  cannot  state  at  this  time.    However,  I  am  told  there 
are  approximately  U00,000  bushels  of  sweet  potatoes  in  storage  in  southern 
Indiana  this  season.   'Little  Stem  Jersey  is  the  variety  produced  almost 
exclusively,  and  Chicago  is  the  principal  market  for  this  product. 

"Certificates  will  be  typed  in  the  Indianapolis  office,  and  receiv- 
ing-point inspectors  should  wire  here  for  reports." 

5c.     FLORIDA  SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS 

The  following  report  of  Florida  inspections  covers  the  first  half  of 
November : - 

FRUITS 

Grapefruit       Oranges        Mixed  Citrus  Total 
Nov.  1-15:  S3  7U  21  178 

To  Oct.  31:  255  36  13  302 

Thru  Nov.  15:  336  110  3I+  HSO 

VEGETABLES 
Beans  Peppers  Total 

Thru  Nov.  15;  1  "'"  2  3 

TOTAL  fruit  and  vegetable  inspections  Nov.  1-15:  181 

Total  Inspections  through  Nov.  15- 
Year    -    1931        1930        1929        1928     ~   1927  1926 
Cars    -      1|83  55O  82  582  287  311 

6c.    ■  bankruptcy  notice 

We  have  been  advised  that  J.  E.  Durbin  and  Company  of  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  has  been  declared  in  bankruptcy.    Any  unpaid  bills  against  this 
concern  should  be  forwarded  to  Washington  for  collection. 

7c.     SHIPPING-POINT  INSPECTIONS  IN  CALIFORNIA 

A  report  for  the . month  of  October  shows  8,513  inspections  made  at. ship- 
ping points  in  California,  including  307  shipside  inspections  at  San  Francisco 
and  7  shipside  at  Los  Angeles.     The  leading  districts  were:     Dinuba  1,3^5? 
Fresno  1,088;  Modesto  883,  L°di  820,  Turlock  652,  Santa  Maria  538,  Watson- 
ville  Ij-72,  Salinas  396,  San  Francisco  386,  Santa  Rosa  298,  San  Jose  U53* 
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gc.     COLD  WEATHER  I  IT  NORTHWEST;  CHRISTMAS  TREES  BEING  'SHIPPED 

The  following  interesting  report  came  from.?.  E.  Bailey,  at  Yakima, 
Washington,  in  a  letter  of  November  23:- 

"A  minimum  temperature  of  7  degrees  above  zero  this  morning  at  Yakima 
is  the  coldest  November  temperature  for  this  locality  since  1921.  Other 
Pacific  Northwest  localities  are  having  comparably  low  temperatures. 

"Approximately  two  inches  of  snow  has  fallen  during  the  past  month  in 
the  Cascade  Mountains  which  divide  the  State.     It  is  the  snowfall  in  the  Cas- 
cades during  the  early  winter  months  which  insures  a  reserve  water  supply  for 
the  fruit  districts  of  the  State,  such  as  the  Yakima  Valley  and  the  Wenatcliee- 
Okanogan  territory,  lying  on  the  east  slope  of  the  mountains.    At  the  close 
of  the  irrigation  season  this  past  fall,  the  storage  lakes  supplying  the 
fruit  districts  were  the  lowest  in  many  years  and  a  heavy,  early  snowfall  is 
welcomed  by  fruit  growers,  as  well  as  other  farmers,  who  must  depend  on 
irrigation. 

"During  the  past  week,  inspectors  in  western  Washington  have  been  giv- 
ing considerable  attention  to  the  certification  of  graded  and  sized  Douglas 
fir  trees,  which  are  being  shipped  east  in  carload  lots  for  Christmas  tree 
trade.     There  has  been  some  inspection  of  this  stock  each  year  recently,  but 
this  season  the  volume  promises  to  be  greater  than  in  the  past  and  may  approx- 
imate 50  cars.    As  there  are  several  times  this  number  of  cars  shipped  each 
year  from  western  Washington,  there  are  possibilities  for  developing  a  new 
commodity  for  standardization  and  inspection  projects  here. 

"The  apple  movement  from  all  cf  the  Pacific  ITorthwest  districts  con-1.:, 
tinues  to  be  very  slow,  with  export  cars  making  up  the  majority  of  the 
shipments. " 

9c.     ABOUT  gp  CARLOADS  OF  FLORIDA  CITRUS  SEIPPBD  BY  BOAT  IN  ONE  WEEK 

R.  E.  vonCrlahn,  of  the  Jacksonville  office,  sent  the  following  report 
under  date  of  November  27:- 

" Tliis  week  there  are  three  ships  leaving  Jacksonville,  carrying  a 
total  of  about  gO  carloads  of  citrus  fruit  to  Europe, /all  of  which  were 
inspected. in- Jacksonville.  These  shipments  include  the  first  direct  movement 
of  citrus  fruit  from  Jacksonville  to  Scandinavian  ports  and  I  am  enclosing 
a  small  clipping  concerning  same;  this  fruit  was  all  inspected  here. 

"The  'Eloridian'  is  loading  today  with  about  i+5  cars  and  the 
'Atlantian'  will  load  Saturday  and  S\mday  with  about  25  cars,  the 1 Tirandentes » 
having  already  sailed  with  about  10  cars  for  the  Scandinavian  countries. 
Another  ship  is  expected  about  the  10th  or  11th  of  December.     So  it  looks  as 
though  the  export  work  would  be  quite  a  factor  in  the  citrus  crop  this  season, 
at  least  here  in  Jacksonville." 

10c.     ENCLOSURES  FOR  INSPECTORS 

With  this  D.L. ,  each  inspector  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  following:- 
"The  Root  Vegetables  Act  and  Regulations,"  Canadian  Dept.  of  Agriculture. 
Check  List  of  Short  Grade  Forms  Issued  by  the  F.  and  V.  Division,  Dec,  1931. 
Suggested  Tentative  U.S.  Grades  for  Pineapples  (except  Porto  Rican  pineapples). 

A  few  days  ago,  each  inspector  was  'sent  a  copy  of  the  short  grade  forms 
for  Porto  Rican  pineapples.     If  anyone  was  overlooked,  he  should  request  a 
copy  from  the  Washington  office.    All  of  this  material  has  been  furnished 
through  Mr.  Pail thorp's  Project. 


6  go 
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EMFORARY  . PIEADQJJARTSES  -OF'SEIPP^HG-POIET  lESPBCTIOE  WORK  -  

Approximate  date  of  _ 
Products  1  Opening  [  Closing 


State 


PORTO  RICO; 


LilEEESOIA: 


WASEIH&TQH : 


HEW  ENGLAND : 


VIRGINIA: 


maini 


FLORIDA: 


TEXAS: 


NEW  YORK: 


Supervisor 


A.   S.  Mason, 

1+02  Ochoa  Bldg. ,.; 
P.  0.  Box  I3U7, 
San  Juan,  P.  R. 

C-.  W.  Christenson, 
302  Gorham  Bldg., 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

W.  A.  Eilgeson, 

Court  House  (Box  190) , 
Wenatchee,  Wash. 

E.  S.  Kinsey, 

703  Appraiser's  Stores 
Bldg. , 

Boston,  Mass. 

T.  H?.  Ayres, 

211  Park  Place, 
University,  Va. 

G.  Ray  Warren, 
Caribou,  Maine 

0.-  G.  Strauss, 
Box  lgg, 

Orlando,  Ela. 

H.  T.  Longino, 

Room  5»  Madison  Hotel, 
P.  0.  Box  63S, 

Earlingen,  Texas. 

J.  A.  Marks , 

310  Triangle  Bldg., 
Rochester,  E.  Y. 


Citrus        . April  1 


Potatoes 


Apples 


Apples 


Apples 


Potatoes 


Citrus 


Citrus 


Frui  t  s 
Tegs. 


Aug.  15 
Aug.  15 
Sept.  1 

Sept.  Ik 

Sept.  lU 
Dec.  7 

Sept.  20 
Nov.  9 


March  1 


Jan.  1 


Feb.  1 


Jan.  1 


Feb.  1 


April  1 


May  15 


March  L| 


Dec.  15 


REPORTS  on  North  Dakota  potatoes  can  be  obtained  from  R.  C.  Hastings,  State 

College  Station,  Fargo,  E.  D. 
REPORTS  on  Indiana  and  Michigan  onions  can  be  had  from  Federal-State 

Inspection,  Court  House,  Warsaw,  Ind. 


I 


ARIZONA: 

3.  L.  Ruch, 

6l0  Security  Bldg., 
Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Lettuce 

Ho v.  15 

Jan..  10 

R.  H.  Bertelson, 

Mexican 

Dec.  1 

May  1  | 

21k  Trust  Bldg., 

tomatoes 

Eogales,  Ariz.  • 
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11c.     SEVERE  FREEZES  THROUGHOUT  CALIFORNIA  " 

"Low  temperatures'    this  week  have  lowered  the  quality  of  many -vege- 
table crops  throughout  most  sections  of  California.     The  lettuce  crop  has 
been  especially  hard  hit.     In  the  Sacramento  section,  the  last  hard  freezes 
practically  stopped  shipments  temporarily,  just  as  they  were  about  to  reach 
their  peak.    The  quality  before  the  freezes  generally  ranged  from  75$  to 
U.S.  ITo.  1,  but  has  dropped  to  all  'No  Grade'  after  the  cold  wave. 

"In  .the  Delano  district,  certification  of  lettuce  was  entirely  stop- 
ped on  account  of  the  freezing  damage.    On  account  of  the  genrally  poor 
quality  of  the  lettuce  in  the  Salinas  district,  the  inspection  office  there 
was  closed  November  25."  -  (California  Inspectors'  Motes,  Nov.  27) 

R.  C.  BUTNER, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection. 

OFFICE  ITO  TBS: 

".  .    .    Mr.  Sherman  expects  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Horticul- 
turol  Socletjf  at  Urbana  on  December  10.    He  will  address  the  gathering  on: 
"Recent  Trends  in  Fruit  Production  and  Marketing,"  and  expects  to  return  to 
Washington  directly  after  this  meeting. 

C.  R.  Newton  and  S.  H.  Shoemaker,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  plan  to 
go  to  Pittsburgh  by  Thursday,  December  10,  in  order  to  testify  in  a  Produce 
Agency  case  in  that  city. 

W.  L.  Evans  spent  Saturday,  November  21,   in  New  York  City,  gathering 
some  information  in  connection  with  a  case  under  the  Produce  Agency  Act. 

B.  C.  Boree  returned  to  his  desk  in  Washington  on  Wednesday,  November 
25,  after  his  six  weeks'  field  trip  in  behalf  of  the  News  Service. 

A.  E.  Mercker,  Secretarjr  of  the  Interstate  Early  Potato  Committee, 
loft  Washington  last  Sunday  night  for  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia..    All  of 
this  week  he  has  been  conducting  meetings  of  potato  growers  and  shippers  and 
other  interested  parties  at  a  dozen  points  in  Northampton  Coxmty.    Next  week 
a  scries  of  about  nine  meetings  will  be 'held  in  Accomac  County  on  the  Eastern 
Shore.    All  of  these  1532  Early  Potato  Outlook  Meetings  have  been  arranged  by 
the  Virginia  Extension  Service,  and  large  attendance  is  expected.  Mr.Mercker 
plans  to  return  to  Washington  on  December  13. 

J.  Wm.  Park  expects  to  leave  Washington  on  Sunday  and  will  discuss  the 
1932  outlook  for  peaches  at  four  sectional  conferences  zo  be  held  at  four 
points  in  Georgia  on  December  7,  2,  9         10.     These  meetings  will  be  of 
special  interest  to  coxmty  agents,  agricultural  educational  workers,  bankers 
and  peach  growers. 

Miss  Verne  Schult,  secretary  to  Mr.  Sherman,  spent  the  latter  half  of 
last  week  in  New  York  City. 

Miss  Lottie  Soramers,  a  member  of  the  staff  in  Mrs.  Mills'  office  in 
Washington,  was  called  to  her  home  in  Grahby,  Mo.,  on  account  of  the  serious 
illness  of  her  mother.    She  probably  will  have  to  be  absent  most  of  December. 
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The  new  "PA-PS"  page  of  the  code  is  "being  mail* 
OFFICE  HOTES  (COITTIMUSP):       ed  under  separate  cover  inn  toad  of  with,  this  D.  L. 


Wm.  E.;  Lewis,  of  Mr..  Pail-thorp's  Project,  is  on  annual  leave  all  of 
this  week* 

J.  G.  Cross  has  left  on  a  three  weeks'  field  trip  in  the  interest  of 
reports  from  transportation  companies.    Most  of  his  time  on  this  trip  will 
"be  given  to  reports  for  the  Division  of  Dairy  and  Poultry  Products,  hut  Mr. 
Cross  will  also  visit  some  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  offices.    He  will  make 
stops  at  xTew  York  City,  Boston,  Presque  Isle  and  other  points  in  Maine, 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  returning  to  Washington  about  December  2k. 

Edward  F.  Mynatt,  of  the  Solicitor's  Office,  and  Miss  Florine  Colvin, 
stenographer,  have  gone  on  a  month's  trip  to  various  points  in  the  South, 
where  they  will  conduct  public  hearings  under  the  P.A.C.  Act.     The  first  few 
hearings  to  be  held  are  listed  on  another  page  of  this  D.  L. 

P.  M.  Peterson  has  completed  his  period  of  annual  leave  and  is  now  in 
Minneapolis,  substituting  for  L.  C.  Tate,  while  the  latter  is  on  vacation. 

3.  E.  Surry.,  ""ho  has  been  assisting  in  the  Portland  office  of  the  Mar- 
ket Hews  Service  for  several  months,  will  proceed  to  Seattle  by  December  10 
and  will  substitute  for  T.  P..  Hall,  while  Mr.  Hall  takes  his  leave,  beginning 
December  lU. 

J.  J.  Gardner  completed  his  work  as  Supervising  Inspector  at  Martins- 
"burg,  W.  Va. ,  ahou.t  November  23  and  stopped  at  the  Washington  office  that  day 
en  route  to  his  headquarters  in  Pittsburgh. 

THE  TOLEDO  OFFICE  of  the  Inspection  Service  is  again  in  operation. 
Wm.  S.  Phillips  has  resumed  charge  at  Toledo,  after  having  spent  a  number  of 
weeks  in  the  Pittsburgh  office,  during  Mr.  Gardner's  ahsence  on  field  duty. 

3.  H.  P.owell  has  gone  from  Chicago  to  Kansas  City,  where  he  is  substi- 
tuting for  F.  M.  Lyle,  inspector,  who  is  obliged  to  be  absent  because  of  ill- 
ness of  his  wife. 


0.  G.  Strauss,  who  has  had  his  headquarters  at  Winter  Haven,  Fla.,  while 
doing  inspection  work  under  the  Florida  Green  Fruit  Act,  will  move  to  Orlando 
by  Monday,  December  7».and  his  mail  address  there  will  be  Box  1SS.    Mr.  Strauss' 
office  at  Orlando  is  Room  ^03,  Exchange  Bldg. 

THE  DECEMBER  CROP  REPORTS,  final  reports  for  the  year,  will  not  he 
released  until  Wednesday,  the  loth, at  3  P.M.     The  cold-storage  report  on  apples 
is  due  for  release  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  December  11. 

PLEASE  i'OTE  that  a  permanent  hranch  office  of  the  Canned  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Grading  Service  will  be  opened  next  Monday  in  connection  with  the 
regular  inspection  office  a,t  Room  609,  Mariner  and  Merchant  Bldg.,  3rd  a^d 
Chestnut  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa.    J.  C.  Bigger  will  be  in  charge. 

ITo  Division  Letter  was  issued  last  week,  which  accounts  for  the  rather 
large  issue  this  week-  .  Division  Letters  will  be  published  on  December  11  ard 
18,  but  not  for  the  25th  of  this  month. 
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FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  DIVISION  LETTER 
(Issued  every  Friday) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Not  for  publication 

la.    USE  OE  AIR  MIL 

All  field  men  should  be  careful  not  to  use  air  mail  unless  time  will 
be  saved  thereby.     It  happened  that  a  few  letters,  sent  by  air  mail,  were 
received  in  this  office  on  Monday,  November  3°>  from  points  at  such  distances 
that  no  time  was  saved  because  of  the  Saturday  half-holiday  and  Sunday.  The 
air-inail  stamp  may  have  caused  this  mail  to  arrive  in  Washington  Saturday  in- 
stead of  Monday,  but  no  mail  which  reaches  the  city  after  daylight  on  Saturday 
morning  is  likely  to  be  delivered  in  the  Department  before  1  o'clock,  when  the 
offices  close.    Eor  practical  purposes,   therefore,  a  letter  sent  by  air  mail 
must  reach  Washington  on  Eriday,  in  order  to  receive  earlier  attention  than 
would  be  given  a  letter  sent  by  regular  mail  and  arriving,  say,  Sunday  night 
or  Monday  morning.     This  often  means  that  no  time  is  saved  by  using  air  mail  . 
from  Pacific  Coast  points,  as  was  the  case  with  one  of  the  letters  in  question. 

The  Division  of  Mails  and  Files  attaches  a  slip  to  each  official  letter 
sent  hy  air  mail  on  which  no  time  was  saved,  in  order  that  we  may  be  warned 
against  incurring  this  small,  "unnecessary  expense. 

-  WELLS  A.  SHERMAN 


2a.     SPECIAL  REPORTS  ON  CALIFORNIA  GRAPES 

Most  members  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  are  acquainted  with 
E.  W.  Stillwell,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  market  news  work  until  May,  I92&. 
At  present,  he  holds  the  position  of  Manager,  Clearing  House,  California 
Grape  Control  Board,  with  headquarters  in  San  Francisco. 

Mr.  Stillwell  has  sent  us  single  copies  of  special  reports  on  the 
1931  grape  season  in  California,  which  are  the  products  of  his  pen.    One  -  a 
mimeographed  report  -  is  entitled:     "Tokay  Crop  Sells  Well  in  1931* "  Another 
is  a  special  article  printed  in  the  November  15  issue  of  the  Bank  of  America 
Business  Review,  published  at  San  Francisco.     This  article  is  entitled: 
"Review  of  the  Grape  Situation."     All  of  this  material  is  of  real  value  to 
those  who  are  interested  in  the  California  grape  deal. 

3a.     TARIFF  CHANGES  ON  FRESH  PEAS ,  PEPPERS  AND  EGGPLANT 

Tariff  auction  taken  by  President  Hoover,  effective  January  1,  1932, 
calls  for  an  increased  duty  on  fresh  green  peas  from  3^  to  3-9^  Per  pound; 
decreased  duties  on  fresh  green  peppers  from  3^  "to  2.5^  per  pound  and  on  egg- 
plant from  3^  to  No  changes  were  made  in  existing  rates  on  fresh  pine- 
apples, tomatoes,  snap  beans,  okra  or  Lima  beans. 


—  THE  DIVISION  LETTER  DNS  IRES  TIMELY  NE'VS  FROM  YOUR  OFFICE.  — 
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4a.     PINEAPPLES  TO  BE  INSPECTED  IN  PORTO  RICO 

A.  S.  Mason,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Porte  Rico,  sent  the  following 
interesting  report  from  San  Juan  on  November  2S:- 

"On  'Tuesday,  IToveniber  2-!+,  there  was  a  meeting  of  pineapple  growers  for 
the  purpose  of  discussion  and  demonstration  of  the  U.S.  Grades  on  Pineapples. 
This  was  a  very  rej.'resentative  meeting,  attended  by  about  50  of  the  most  prom- 
inent growers  on  the  Island.    As  the  result  of  this  meeting,  I  "believe  that 
fully  50^  of  the  shipments  for  the  coming  season  will  be  Government  inspected. 

"The  pineapple  crop  is  much  more  widely  distributed  over  the  Island 
than  the  citrus  crop  and  I  "believe  that  we  shall  have  more  tonnage  than  we 
can  properly  handle,  if  we  increase  it  to  more  than  ^0;L    This  work  is  going 
to  need  a  lot  of  packing-house  supervision,  as  well  as  inspection  on  the  docks, 
and  I  am  therefore  inclined  to  concentrate  our  inspection  in  the  most  promi- 
nent districts.    Our  heavy  shipping  period  covers  only  about  six  weeks. 

"The  low  prices  of  grapefruit,  "both  in  the  States  and  in  Europe,  have 
practically  shut  off  shipments  from  Porto  Rico.    While  there  are  a  couple 
hundred  thousand  hexes  of  grapefruit  that  could  be  moved,  growers  are  not  in- 
clined to  ship  them  on  account  of  the  present  low  prices. 

"Pineapple  inspection  work  will  not  be  heavy  until  after  the  first  of 
January,  though  we  are  doing  all  the  packing-house  instruction  work  that  we 
can  possibly  do.     This  work  is  .all  educational  and  no  certificates  are  being 
issu.ed,  but  we  intend  to  start  issuing  them  the  first  part  of  next  month. 

"There  will  be  practically  no  vegetable  shipments  before  the  middle 
of  December,  but  from  that  time  on  they  should  start  to  pick  up  and  should  be 
fadrly  heavy  between  the  middle  of  January  and  the  first  of  April,  when  pine- 
apples really  sta.rt  moving.     The  peak  movement  of  vegetables  probably  will 
come  during  the  last  two  weeks  of  February. . 

"Ever;'-  indication  points  to  an  extra-heavy  summer  and  fall  crop  of 
grapefru.it.    The  trees  are  in  excellent  condition  and  are  starting  to  bloom. 
This  bloom  is  about  3  to  4  weeks  earlier  than  we  had  expected." 

5a.     UNUSUAL  DELAY  1ST  RECEIPT    OP  DIVISION  LETTER 

For  some  unknown  reason,  handling  of  the  D.L.  in  the  mails  last  week 
was  greatly  delayed.    Possibly  the  Christmas  rush  has  already  begun.  Five 
branch  offices  -  Boston,  Newark,  Cleveland,  Kansas  City  and  Minneapolis  - 
?/ired  or  wrote  the  Washington  office  about  non-receipt  of  the  D.L.  by  Tuesday. 
For  the  next  few  weeks,  it  may  be  advisable  to  wait  at  least  until  Thursday, 
before  notifying  Washington  that  no  Division  Letters  have  been  received.  As 
a  rule,  the  D.L.  is  placed  in  the  mail  not  later  than  Saturday  noon. 

If  any  office  eventually  failed  to  get  last  week's  D.L. ,  copies  should 
now  be  requested  from  Washington,  because  it  is  very  important  that  every 'mem- 
ber of  the  staff  have  a  copy  of  each  and  every  Division  Letter. 
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1    MARKET  HEWS  SERVICE  [ 


lb .    HEAVIER  MOVEMENT  OF  IDAHO  POTATOES 

The  f ollo?ring  letter  of  December  h  came  from  R.  G.  Risser,  at  the  . 
Idaho  Ralls  office:- 

"This  week's  developments  in  the  potato  situation  have  included  heavier 
State  and  national  shipments.    Yesterday  Idaho  shipped  l^k  cars,  which  was  the 
heaviest  movement  recorded  since  digging  was  completed.    While  Idaho  had  more 
or  less  snow  and  night  temperatures  have  been  around  zero  or  below,  weather 
during  the  da:~  has  moderated  sufficiently  to  permit  handings  each  day.  Heav- 
ier haulings  would  be  possible,  however,  with  milder  weather.    But  shippers 
say  that  temperatures  at  this  season  are  more  likely  to  go  down  than  to  go  up. 
Passings  through  Salt  Lake  City  Jumped  to  J>1  cars  on  December  3>  following  two 
days  of  11  cars  each. 

"Under  the  influence  of  the  heavier  movement,  the  demand  is  somewhat 
slower  and  market  slightly  weaker. 

"Proposed  adjustments  in  freight  rates  continue  to  hold  the  interest  of 
shippers.     Some  changes  have  already  been  made  and  others  are  in  prospect. 
The  long  hards  and  wide  distribution  of  Idaho  potatoes  involve  many  problems 
of  transportation  costs." 

2b .     MAINS  POTATO  MARKET  UNSETTLED 

The  following  information  came  in  a  letter  of  December  5  from  V.  E. 
Nicholson,  at  Presque  Isle:— 

"Shipments  of  Maine  potatoes  this  week  will  probably  exceed  1,000  cars 
for  the  first  time  since  the  last  week  in  October.     (Editor's  note:-  Shipments 
for  the  week  actually  totaled  1,1.65  cars.)     However,  total  movement  to  date 
amounts  to  only  1<4,0S3  cars,  compared  with  18,737  to  the  corresponding  time 
last  season  and  13,076  to  the  same  date  in  1923. 

"Shippers  reported  a  slightly  improved  demand  during  the  first  part  of 
the  week,  but  the  market  was  rather  dull  yesterday  (Friday) .     The  street  price 
strengthened  to  ^Of-GO^  bulk  per  barrel  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  but  it 
has  now  dropped  back  to  mostly  50^,  with  a  few  lots  moving  at  both  higher  and 
lower  figures.     Growers  seem  willing  to  hard  a  few  potatoes  for  50y»  are 
very  unwilling  to  sell  below  that  price.    Haulings  have  been  comparatively 
light,  however,  as  most  growers  feel  that  the  market  will  advance  around  the 
first  of  the  y e ar . " 

3b.     COLORADO  ONION  PRICES  ADVANCE  SHARPLY 

Bryce  Morris  wrote  as  follows  from  Denver  on  December  5:~ 
"The  onion  market  has  been  the  center  of  attraction  for  Colorado  the 
past  week,  with  rapid  advances,  due  in  part  to  speculative  buying.    Prices  ad- 
vanced about  75r  Per  cwt.,  with  some  dealers  asking  j0d~~[^^  above  prevailing 
prices.     It  was  an  odd  coincidence  that  shipments  from  the  Western  Slope  by 
Friday  night  totaled  exactly  200  cars  more  than  were  shipped  at  the  same  time 
last  year,  while  the  Arkansas  Valley  was  exactly  200  cars  behind  the  I93O 
movement.     Growers  were  receiving  £2-$2.2S  per  cwt.  more  than  was  paid  at 
this  time  last  year  on  the  Western  Slope  for  bulk  ITo .  1  Danvers." 


Hb.     RSCEUT  ITOTES  PIT  MICHIGAN  F.O.B.  .MARKETS 

R.  S.  Keller  sent  the  following  report  from  Grand  Rapids  on  December  5:- 

" Since  the  Thanksgiving  holiday,  the  demand  for  apples  has  "been  very  in- 
active and  the  market  has  ruled  weaker.    Rail  .and  truck  forwardings  have  been  '. 
very  light.  •  Shippers  and  growers  with'  sound  stock  in  cold  storage  are  holding 
firmly  for  more  money  and  are  moving  very  little  stock.    Farmers  with  common- 
storage  fruit,  however,  are  in  a.  very  weak  position.    Fruit  so  held  is  matur- 
ing so  rapidly  that  a.  large  portion  of  it  will  spoil.    There  are  large  quanti- 
ties of  such  distress  'Stock  remaining  in  the  Sta,te,  as  many  growers  during  the 
harvest  season  filled  their  packing-houses  and  barns  with  fruit  and  waited  for 
better  prices  or  buyers  to  clean  them  up.    Most  growers  have  moved  a  major  por- 
tion of  their  apples,  but  still  have  some  on  hand;   this  is  the  stock  that  is  in 
such  a  weak  position.    One  large  block  of  1,600  bushels  of  Grimes  Golden  in 
common  storage  was  reported  as  moving  at  tyjtf;  per  bushel.     This  fruit  was  sold 
to  a  trucker;  so  was  not  included  in  the  daily  carlot  f.o.b.  quotations.  Fruit 
from  this  same  lot  previously  sold  at  65r~75^  ?er  bushel. 

"During  the  past  10  days,  the  onion  market  has  advanced  sharply.  The 
rise  had  long  been  anticipated,  but  did  not  materialize  until  the  final  esti- 
mate figures  and  cold  weather  stimulated  the  demand.    Onion  stocks  in  Michigan 
are  sca„rce.    Shippers  report  they  now  have  many  orders  that  they  are  •unable  to 
fill.    Onions  are  largely  out  of  the  growers »  hands,  and  those  with  stocks  on 
hand  are  indisposed  to  sell.    Because  of  the  warm  weather  in  hovember,  a  lot 
of  onions  are  keeping  poorly,  and  part  of  the  present  movement  is  shipments 
from  common  storage  in  the  field  to  terminal  market  cold-storages.    Because  of 
the  danger  of  a.  heavy  shrinkage ,  there  will  likely  be  a  rather  orderly  movement 
to  market,  with  only  the  soundest  stock  being  held  for  the  late  spring  tra.de. 
Forwardings  of  onions  are  less  than  half  of  those  of  a  year  ago. 

"The  potato  situation  remains  dull  and-  unchanged.     Loadings  are  light, 
with  farmers  reluctantly  filling  just  such  orders  as  they  have  to,   for  immedi- 
ate cash.     Truckers  are  largely  supplying  Michigan  points,  including  Detroit. 
Prices  to  the  farmers  remain  unchanged.     The  old-line  dealers  are  paying  30^- 
35'/  bulk  per  cwt.  to  the  growers,  and  truckers  are  paying  about  the  same.  Rail 
forwardings  of  Michigan  potatoes  are  almost  foiir  times  those  of  a  year  ago. 


ti 


5b.     CALIFORNIA  CITRUS  CROPS  REDUCED  BY  COLD  T75ATEER 

Further  reference  is  made  to  Par.  9^°  in  Inst  week's  Division  Letter. 
E.  E.  Kaufman,  Agricultural  Statistician  for  California,  wired  under  date  of 
December  7  from  Sacramento 

"Freezing  weather  in  certain  areas  of  California  during  recent  weeks 
prompts^  us  to  reduce  the  figures  on  prospective  production  of  the  193^  citrus 
crops  in  this  State.     The  forecast  at  present  stands  as  follows :- 

Oranges  Lemons  Grapefruit 


(boxes)  (boxes)  (boxes) 

1931  Forecast:  3^,900,000  3,000,000  1,^00,000 

1930  Production:  32,800, 000  7,020,000  1,118,000" 

The  above  figures  have  not  yet  been  given  to  the  public  in  a  general  way 
and  are  not  to  be  released  by  any  offices  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division. 
They  are  confidential  until  the  release  of  the  December  crop  report  next  week. 
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Sb .     BOSTPOITEMEITT  0?  PROPOSED  HIGHER  FREIGHT;  RATES  PIT  POTATOES 

A.  .M.  McDowell,  of  the  Watipnca  field  station,  submitted  the  following 
letter  under  date  of  December  5:~ 

"In  a 'last-minute  decision,  "made  public  Wednesday  afternoon,  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission  ordered  suspended  until  July  3>  193^.  the  applica- 
tion of  certain  freight  rates,  '"including  revised  rates  on  potatoes  in  western 
trunk  line  and  Illinois  territories,  which  otherwise  would  have  become  effec- 
tive Thursday,  December  3«  suspension  is  said  to  have  resulted  from  numer- 
ous protests  from  various  sections  of  the  country.,  following  publication  of 
the  new  rate  schedules.  *  ■  .<  ■ 

"I'To  intimation  that  the  proposed  rates  would  be  suspended  was  had  by 
local  dealers  and,  in  anticipation-  of  the  new  rates,  Wisconsin  loadings  were 
heavier  late  last  week  and  early  in  the  week  just  past.     It  is  estimated  that 
probably  in  the  neighborhood  of  125  cars  would  have  been  rolled  out  of  the 
State  on  'Wednesday ,  had  the  date  of  the  application  of  the  new  rates  not  been 
postponed.    Deliveries  by  growers,  however,  showed  no  apparent  increase.  It 
is  probable  that  shipments  will  now  be  rather  light  for  several  days. 

"During  the  past  week  growers  received  mostly  35-'~^5^  "bulk  per  cwt., 
with  25^-30^  paid  for  partly-graded  stock.    Dealers  are  operating  on  a  rather 
narrow  margin,  mostly  20^-25^  per  cwt.,  out  of  which  must  come  7^  for  sacks, 
for  overhead,  and  labor  costs  for  grading  and  loading,  leaving  only  a 
very  small  amount  to  take  care  of  other  expenses,  such  as  risk  of  rejection, etc" 

7b.     TEXAS  TOMATOES  I  IT  GOOD  DEMAKD  AT  FAVORABLE  PRICES 

W.  D.  Googe  sent  the  following  information  from  Brownsville,  Texas,  in 
a  letter  of  December  6:-  .'• 

"Light,  misty  reins  have  been  general  throughout  the  lower  Flo  Grande 
Valley  during  the  past  week  and  have  improved  the  outlook  for  winter  vegetables 
in  this  section.     The  coming  week  will  see  a  rather  sharp  increase  in  cabbage 
shipments,  the  quality  of  which  is  improving.    A  fair  demand  is  reported,  and 
shippers  are  paying  growers  £15-$17«50  per  ton.     The  carlot  price  is  mostly 
$22.50  per  toil  and  $1.25  per  lettuce  crate,  , f,.o..b.  usual  terms.    Beets  are  in 
slow  demand,  lettuce  crates  being  quoted  at  mostly  $1.25.     An  unusual  feature 
of  the  vegetable  deal  this  season  has  been  the  -  excellent  quality  of  the  fall 
crop  of  tomatoes,  the  demand  for  which  exceeds  the'  supply.    Wire  sales  for 
U.S.  Ho.  1  stock  are  mostly  $2.25  per  lug,  while  growers  are  being  paid  mostly 
3t^~^  Per  pound. 

"The  demand  for  grapefruit  has  been  slow,  but  that  for  oranges  is  re- 
ported to  be  fair.  Shipments  of  citrus  have  dropped  off  somewhat  .on  accoiuit 
of  the  rainy  weather." 

8b.     ADDITIONAL  SUIT  ARIES  ISSUED 

The  following  summaries  of  recent  marketing  seasons  have  been  distrib- 
uted from  the  Washington  office  this  v/eek;- 

"Karketing  Arizona  Lettuce,  193O  Fall  S'0-..son,"  by  B.  E.  Surry. 
"Marketing  South  Florida  Snap  Beans,  1930/£1_  Season,"  by  V.  H.  Nicholson, 
"larketing  Southern  California  Celery,  1930,31  Season,"  by  Walter 
Kingsbury  and  W.  L.  Jackson,  of  the  Los  Angeles  office. 

This  last  summary  is  illustrated  with  a  good  map  of  California,  showing 
celery  shipments  by  counties. 


6qg 
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$b.    WES TER1T  KM  YORK  SITUATION 

R.  L.  Sutton  sent  the  following  report  from  Rochester  on  December  8:- 

"  The  strength  developed  In  the  western  New  York  onion  market  has  been  the 
outstanding  feature  of  the  past  week.     Inquiry  has  been  heavy,  demand  good, 
arid  price-advances  frequent.    Movement  of  cabbage  was  active,  with  f.o.b. 
values  mostly  unchanged.    Carrots  are  showing  some  improvement.     The  cars  of 
celery  being  shipped  are  mostly  fair  to  ordinary  in  quality  and  condition, 
with  resulting  lack  of  interest  being  shown  by  the  trade.    Potatoes  held  about 
steady,  hat  the  price  range  was  not  quite  as  wide  as  formerly.     The  apple  mar- 
ket continued  dull,  although  f.o.b.  sales  held  mostly  at  former  levels. 

"Onion  prices  showed  marked  advances  during  the  past  seven  days.  F.o.b. 
sales  now  average  close  to  3^  Per  pound.    However,  most  dealers  were  holding 
for  higher  prices.     This  same  situation  was  prevalent  among  the  growers.  It 
is  understood  that  3^  Pe-  pound  has  been  paid  to  growers  and  that  some  are  ' 
holding  for  more  money.     The  movement  now  is  from  common  storage.    An  appreci- 
able quantity  of  onions  has  moved  into  cold  storage  during  the  past  .week. 

"Loadings  of  cabbage  equalled  in  number  those  of  all  other  crops  com- 
bined..   Growers  were  receiving  $10-$I2,  with  a  few  sales  low  as  $9  Per  ton. 
The  colder  weather  of  this  week  will  probably  serve  as  a  stabilizer  of  the 
market . 

"The  report  of  the  holdings  of  celery  in  cold  storage  in  western  Hew 
York  through  December  h  indicates  slightly  more  than  300>000  crates,  or  the 
equivalent  of  1,200  carloads  on  hand.    The  holdings  at  this  time  are  about 
UO.000  crates  heavier  than  at  the  corresponding  time  last  season.     General  re- 
ports are  to  the  effect  that  the  quantity  of  good-quality  c elery  in  storage  is 
light. 

"Dealers  in  the  important  commercial  potato  sections  of  western  New  York 
report  only  a  fair  amount  of  activity  at  shipping  points.    Prices  paid  to 
growers  ranged  2jd  to  J>0ft  bulk  per  bushel. 

"The  apple  market  has  registered  no  improvement  worthy  of  note  since  our 
last  report.    Some  of  the  common-storage  shipments  are  showing  a  large  amount 
of  'ripes,  '  with  resulting  lower  prices.    A  little  business  on  cold-storage 
Baldwins  has  been  indicated  around  $1.10  per  bushel,  for  U.S.  Kb.  1,  2|r  inches 
up  fruit.     The  heavy  movement  of  'ciders'  has  passed. 

"Activity  in  carrots  is  more  pronounced.     The  crop  is  short,  and  the 
factors  interested  in  carrots  anticipate  an  early  shortage  in  the  storage 
holdings." 

10b .     NOTES  PIT  TEE  COLORADO  POTATO  CROP 

Bryce  Morris,  of  the  Denver  office,  sent  the  following  information 
regarding  Colorado  potatoes  in  a  letter  dated  December  5:~ 

"Clear,  mild  weather  has  prevailed  over  most  of  Colorado  the  past  week, 
but  the  low  temperatures  continue  in  the  San  Luis  Valley,  ranging  20  to  25  ".  ; 
degrees  below  zero.     Shipments  from  that  district  have  been  very  light  on 
account  of  the  cold  weather,  while  the  bulk  of  Colorado's  potatoes  have  been 
coming  from  the  Greeley  section  recently.    Probably  2,000  carloads  of  potatoes 
remain  to  be  shipped  from  that  section,  in  addition  to  the  truck  movement. 
Prices  in  general  have  held  steady  on  potatoes,  with  the  inquiry  fairly  light. 


WATCH  FOR  THE  FINAL  1931  CROP  REPORTS  NEXT  V/EDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  l6. 
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lib.     FLORIDA  CITRUS  MOVEMENT  VERY  ACTIVE 

H.  F.  Willson,  of  the  Winter  Haven  field  station,  sent  the  following 
letter  under  date  of  December  Bi- 

" Shipments  of  Florida  citrus  were  considerably  heavier  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of"  last  week,  and  probably  will  continue  so  until  around  the  15th  of 
the  month..    The  first  part  of  December  is  one  of  the  heaviest  shipping  periods, 
if  not  the  heaviest  for  the  entire  season.     It  is  at  this  time  that  the  mar- 
kets secure  their  supply  of  citrus  for  the  Christmas  trade.-. 

"As  compared  with  the  I93O  season,  shipments  to  date,  -with  the  excep- 
tion of  grapefruit,  -are  only  around  one-half  those  of  a  year  ago.     The  I93I- 
1932  season  opened  considerably  later  than  that  of  I93O,  and  this  season's 
smaller  crop  has  been  reduced  from  the  first  estimates,  due  largely  to  the 
drought  and  heavy  dropping.    With  the  movement  of  December  5,  truck  shipments 
this  season  to  date  for  all -classes  of  citrus  were  over  1,30°  cars.  While 
there  are  no  previous  data  on  truck  shipments,  it  is  the  general  opinion  that 
the  truck  movement  this  year  is  heavier  than  for  any  previous  season.     In  con- 
trast to  the  lighter  movement  of  all  citrus,  the  boat  shipments  have  increased 
very  sharply  this  season  over  last.    According  to  the  destination  reports,  the 
boat  movement  from  all  Florida  ports  is  more  than  double  that  of  a  year  ago  :V 
for  fruit  destined  to  markets  in  the  United  States. 

"The  auction  average  for  the  past  week,  ending  December  k,  on  klk  cars 
of  Florida  grapefruit  in  the  leading  auction  markets  was  $2.30  per  box,  com- 
pared with  average  of  $2.75  for  297  cars  during  the  corresponding  week  last 
year.    About  319  cars  of  Florida  oranges  were  sold  on  the  same  markets  for  an 
average  of  $2.95  this  year,  compared  with  hlO  cars  at  $2. SO  a  year  ago.  There 
were  211  cars  of  tangerines  sold  on  the  auctions  this  past  week,  compared  with 
159  a  year  ago,  and  the  average  price  was  $2.95>  while  in  193^  the  average  was 
$3-35- 

"The  drought  was  broken  the  middle  of  last  week,  when  practically  the 
entire  citrus  belt  received  a  good  rain,  which  was  very  beneficial  to  all 
crops.     This  section  received  a  light  rain  last  night,  and  the  weather  is  some- 
what cooler  than  it  has  been  for  the  past  few  weeks." 


12b .     CONSIDERABLE  INTEREST  IN  THE  F.O.B.  CABBAGE  MARKET  AT  RACINE 

W.  H.  Hall,  of  the  Chicago  office,  submitted  the  following  report  on 
December  S:~ 

"Due  to  a  very  short  crop,  cabbage  growers  end  dealers  in  the  Racine, 
Wis.,  district  have  shown  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  the  market.  Influ- 
enced by  a  steady  demand  from  the  nearby  deficient  late  cabbage  States,  the 
market  has  shown  an  upward  tendency  during  most  of  the  season.    Most  dealers 
report  inability  to  obtain  enough  stock  to  fill  their  orders  and  are,  there- 
fore, looking  to  the  Hew  York  section  as  a  probable  source  of  supply. 

"From  now  until  the  first  of  the  year,  little  activity  is  anticipated 
in  the  Wisconsin  market,  but  operators  expect  a  stronger  situation  through 
January  and  early  February.     There  are  approximately  hOO  carloads  in  storage 
in  the  entire  State  and  at  least  75  cars  are  of  small  to  very  small  stock.  A 
lot  of  this  small  stock  will  not  be  marketed,  and  the  total  movement  after 
December  10  is  not  expected  to  exceed  35^  cars.     The  time  required  to  move  the 
remainder  of  the  crop  will  depend  to  some  extent  upon  how  soon  the  Texas  move- 
ment begins  actively,  but  it  is  believed  very  few  cars  of  Wisconsin  cabbage 
will  be  shipped  after  February  1." 

B.   C.  BOREE, 
Specialist  in  Market  News 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OP  MARKET  MS  SERVICE 


Stations 

Mail 
List 

In 

Charge 

Reports 

First 
Bulletin 

Probably 
will  close 

ROCHESTER,  SLY..** 

D-310  Triangle  Blag. 

S37 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

Pears* 

Onions 

Carrots 

Cabbage 

Celery 

Apples 

P e aches * 

Grapes* 

Potatoes 

Sept.  2 
bept.  <o 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  2 
b  ep  t .  d 
Sept.  S 
Sept. 10 
oept  .<^3 
Oct.  5 

Oct.  27* 
Apr.  9 
May  21 " 
Mar.  26 
J  an.  9 
May  21 
Oct.  3* 
Nov.  7* 
May  21 

PHib^Ui  loJjJii,  wLHi. 
Hedrich  Block 

V  . 

n. 

Nicholson 

Po  tatoes 

oept . iu 

a   -v»  ~zr\ 
Apr* 

1^  ATTD  AAA          VFTC     S!c  A 

WAUPACA ,   W I b . *  * 
Court  House 

894 

A. 

M. 

iVicDowell 

Potatoes 

C  ~-v~.  4-  ill 

bept .  14- 

Mar.  2o 

T"n  j  Tjr\    TlrtTTC        T"PiA  UC\ 

ljJAriU  JjAliLb,  lUAiiU 
230  Federal  Bldg. 

K, 

Risser 

Potatoes 

b  ep  z .  I,' 

May  7 

BROWNSVILLE,  TEXAS** 
Chamber  of  Co  airier  ce 

931 

w. 

D. 

Googe 

Citrus 
Vegetables 

Oct.  15 
uec.  iu 

'  TVIar .  1 
June  1 

WINTE~  HAVEN,  FLA.** 
DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg. 

920 

H. 

Willson 

Citrus 

Oct.  19 

May  Ik 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICE.** 
1+12  P.  0.  Bldg. 

S95 

R. 

Keller 

Apples 
Onions 
Potatoes 

Oct.  JO 
Oct.  30 
Oct.  30 

Dec,  19 
Apr.  2 

May  Ik 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.** 
602  Security  Bldg. 

S15 

A. 

E. 

Prugh 

Lettuce 

Dec.  1 

Jan.  9 

 The  following  station  closes  on  date  indicated;  

KARTINSBURG,  ¥.  VA.       |  S35  |  J.  B.  Owens        ~  ""JXpples        fs"ept.  I5J  Dec.  12 

9  County  Court  Pious  |        1  _J  |  |  

**  State  cooperating  *  Reports  discontinued 


t,  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco  H.  E.  Rutland  at  Williston,  Fla. 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Seattle  R.  M.  Peterson  in  Minneapolis 

J.  B.  Owens  in  Washington,  D.  0. 


FIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 

in  the  tables  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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1    inspection  senyige   j  ' 

1  c .    WARNING  RE  CAR  E5ATERS 

At  this  time  of  the  year  many  caps  are  heated  "by  charcoal  burners. 
Inspectors  are  warned  to  "be  very  careful  when  working  in  such  cars  and  not 
enter  then  until  they  have  been  ventilated.     The  gas  produced  is  deadly 
carbon  monoxide  and  takes  effect  on  a  person  without  his  being  aware  of  it. 
Several  inspectors  in  the  past  have  had  narrow  escapes.    When  called  to  in- 
spect a  car  in  which  the  heater  is  burning,  it  is  best  to  get  in  touch  with 
the  applicant  and  inform  him  of  the  reason  for  declining  the  request.  For 
further  information,  refer  to  paragraphs  lb  to  12  inclusive,  Part  I,  Inspec- 
tors' Handbook. 


2c.     CALIFORNIA  INSPECTIONS  DURING  NOVEMBER 

California  Inspectors'  Notes ,  . dated' December  If;  contains  the  report  cf 
November  inspections  at  shipping  points  in  that  State.     Including  313  ship- 
side  inspections  at  San  Erancisco,  the  total  for  the  month  was  3>7H«  The 
leading  districts  were  as  follows:-    Los  Angeles  SU2,  Dinuba  537)  Sacramento 
i+gl,  Santa  Maria  39U,  San  Erancisco  388,  Stockton  163,  San  Jose  131,  Modesto 
111,  and  Watsonville  102  inspections. 

3c     CALIFORNIA  ORANGE  INSPECTIONS  INCREASE 

"On  account  of  the  freezes  which  recently  have  been  experienced  through- 
out the  State,  the  demand  for  inspection  of  oranges  has  increased  in  southern 
as  well  as  central  California.    Messrs.  K^eyes  and  Mads  en  are  working  in  the 
Lindsay  district,  Franzen  at  Reedley,  and  Powell  is  handling  the  inspections 
in  southern  California."  -  (California  Inspectors'  Notes,  December  h) 


kc.     STATE, OF  WASHINGTON' INSPECTIONS  DURING  SEPTEMBER  " 

The  Washington  (State)  Inspection  Letter,  issued  at  Yakima  on  December 
1,  contained  the  following  tabulation  of  shipping-point  inspections  for  the 
month  of  September :- 


Apples  2 

Cabbage   " 

Carrots.  •. 

Cauliflower  

Celery  

Lettuce  

Mixed  fruit  

Mixed  vegetables  


ik 
10k 
13 

581 


, 365  ■  !  Onions.  

1  Peaches  

23  j  Pears  

3  j  Prunes  

11+  Potatoes  

3  Spinach.  

18  Strawberries  (barrels). 

h  Tomatoes  7.  V .  ._ 

Total:  3,915 

R.  C.  BUTNSR, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection 


2 
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State 


ISMPORARY  E3ADQUARTSRS  OF  SHIPPIHG-PQIHT-IHSPECTIOH  WORK 
Supervisor  


PORTO  RICO: 


MINNESOTA: 


WASHINGTON: 


NEW  ENGLAND: 


VIRGINX 


MAINE : 


FLORIDA : 


TEXAS: 


ARIZONA: 


A.  S.  Mason, 
.1+02  Ochqa  Bldg. , 
P.  0.  Box  I3U7, 
San  Juan,  P.  R. 

G.  W'..  Christenson, .  ■ 
302  Gorham  Eldg. , 
. '' '  Minneapolis,  Minn." 

W.  A.  Eilgeson;  . 

Court  House  (Box  190). 
Wena  t ch e  e ,  Wa  sh . 

F.  S.  Kinsey, 

703  Appraiser's  Stores 
Bldg. , 

Boston,  Mass. 

E.  W.  Ayres, 
211  Park  Place, 
University,  Va. 

G.  Ray  Warren, 
Caribou,  Maine 

0.  G.  Strauss, 
Box  1SS, 

Orlxido,  Fla. 

H.  T.  Longino, 

Room  5>  Madison.  Hotel, 
P..  0.  Box  63S, 
Harlingen,  Texas 


"  X.  Rucli, 

6IO  Security  Bldg., 
Pho.eziix,  Ariz. 


R.  H.  Bert el s on, 
21k  Trust. Bldg., 
Nogales,  Ariz. 


Products 


Citrus 


Potatoes 


Apples 


Apples 


Ipples 


Potatoes 


Citrus 
Vegs . 


Citrus 
Vegs . 


Lettuce 


Mexican  , 
tomatoes. 


Approximate  date  of 


Opening 


April  1 


Aug.  15 


Aug.  15 


Sept.  1 


Sept.  3.I4 


Sept.  lU 


Sept.  15 
Nov.  15 


Sept.  20 
ITov.  15 


Hoy.,  15 


Dec.  1 


Closing 


March  1 


Jan .  1 


Feb.  1 


J  an .  1 


Feb.  1 


April  1 


May  15 
May  15 


March  if 
March  l| 


Jan.  10 


May  1 


i 


REPORTS  on  Forth  Dakota  potatoes  can  be  obtained  from  R.  C.  Hastings,  State 

'•  College  Station,  Fargo,  IT.  D. 

REPORTS  6n  Indiana  and  Michigan  onions  can  be  had  from  Federal-State 

Inspection,  Court  House,  Warsaw,  Ind. 


OFFICE  "OTES: 


F.  G.  Robb  left  Washington  on  Tuesday  for  a  trip  of  two  weeks'  duration, 
which  will  take  him  as  far  as  Bes  Moines,  Iowa.    He  planned  to  confer  with 
dealers  in  Philadelphia,  Hew  York,  Pittsburgh,  .Cleveland,  Chicago,  Ames,  and 
Bes  Moines,  regarding  trade  practices  and  the  interpretation  of  trade  terms  in 
their  application  to  complaints  handled  under" the  provisions  of  the  P.A.C.  Act. 
On  December  17,  Mr.  Robb  expects  to  attend  the -meeting  of  the  Iowa  State  Vege- 
table Growers  Assn.,  at  Crystal  Lake,  where  he  will  discuss  the  application 
of  the  P.A.C.  Act  to  Iowa  vegetable  shippers. 

0.  I.  Earsha  and  W.  G-.  Lens  en,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  are  on  field 
trips,  for  the  purpose  of  making  investigations  in  cases  under  the  P.A.C.  Act. 
Mr.  Lens en  went  to  Hew  York  City  on  Wednesday  and  may  be  there  for  one  week. 
Mr.  Harsha  left  on  Tuesday  for  Chicago  and  other  points  in  the  Middle  West; 
his  investigations  may  require  two  or  three  weeks'  time. 

Br ice  Edwards  and  Guy  G.  Chase  have  both  returned  from  recent  field 
trips  in  behalf  of  the  Licensing  Section  of  the  Regulatory  Branch.     They  are  at 
present  in  their  offices  at  the  Earle  Bldg.,  but  expect  soon  to  go  on  annual 
leave  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

R.  R.  Pailthorp  will  go-  to  Mew  York  City  tonight  and  will  attend  on 
Saturday  a  conference  of  representatives  of  northeastern  agricultural  colleges 
and  members  of  the  Farm  Board  staff  regarding  further  research  work  on  motor- 
truck transportation  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 

Wrn.  E.  Lewis  is  spending  this  week  in  ITew  York  City  and  Rochester,  con- 
ferring with  interested  parties  regarding  the  interpretation  of  grades. 

Paul  M.  Williams,  in  charge  of  the  Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Grading 
Service,  expects  to  go  to  Baltimore  next  Wednesday  and  address  a  meeting  of 
the  Tri-Sta.te  Packers  Assn.  regarding  this  new  service,, 

E.  P.  Bostwick,  in  charge  of  the  Chicago  office  of  this  Service,  has 
gone  to  various  points  in  Indiana,  to  inspect    and  grade  canned  tomatoes  for 
the  Veterans'  Administration.  ■ 

In  addition  to  the  P.A.C.  hearings  being  conducted  by  C,  P.  Dorr,  as 
listed  on  page  6Sb  of  last  week's  Division  Letter,  a  hearing  will  be  held  by 
Mr.  Dorr  at  San  Francisco  on  December  17«     The  litigants  are  the  Pacific  Fruit 
8c  Produce  Company  vs.  Moreggia  &  Son. 

A.  E.  Mercker,  Secretary  of  the  Interstate  Early  Potato  Committee, 
expects  to  proceed  to  Bia.cksburg,  Va.  >  on  December  15.    He  will  attend  the 
annual  meeting  of  Virginia  County- Agents  at  the  Polytechnic  Institute  and  dis- 
cuss the  subject:-    "Methods  Used  in  Getting  Outlook  Information  over  to  Far- 
mers, Bankers  and  Others."    On  the  17th  and  18th,  he  plans  to  be  in  Norfolk 
and  Baltimore,  at  which  points  he  will  confer  with  fertilizer  manufacturers 
and  potato  production  credit  agencies  regarding  the  1932  early  potato  situation. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Sherman's  part  in  the  program  of  the  Illinois  Horti- 
cultural Society  at  Urbana  yesterday,  E.  E.  Conklin,  Jr.,  of  the  Chicago  in- 
spection office,  is  taking  part  in  today's  program  of  the  Illinois  State  Vege- 
table Growers  Assn.  at  Urbana,. 
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OFFICE  NOTES  (COETIEUBD)  : 

E.  F.  McKune,  Supervising  Inspector  at  the  Denver  office  of  the  Inspec- 
tion Service,  will  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Nebraska  Potato  Improvement  Associ- 
ation at  Alliance  on  Saturday  of this  week.    He  will  give  an  address  on:- 
"Federal-State  Inspection  of  Potatoes."        ■  "  - 

Among  visitors  to  the  Washington  office  this  week  was  -J.  J.  Ahearn,  a 
former  member  of  the  market-news  staff.    Mr.  Ahearn  is  associated  with  Gentile 
Brothers  Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  and  has  recently  been  working  in  the  Virginia 
apple  territory. 

J.  B.  Owens,  who- has  been  operating  the  market-news  field  station  on 
apples  at  Martinsburg,  W.  Va. ,  since  Thanksgiving  Day,  Will  close  that  office 
on  Saturday  and  report  to  the  Washington  office  for  a  few  days,  after  which  "  . 
he  will  go  on  annual  leave  in  the  South. 

¥.  p.  Cox,  who  is  stationed  in  San  Francisco,  where  he  devotes  most  of 
his  time  to  the  cooperative  market-news  work,  on  California  grapes  and  other 
crops,  expects  to  be  on  vacation  the  remainder  of  this  year. 

J.  A.  Marks,  who  has  been  serving  as  Federal  Supervising  Inspector  in 
New  York  State  since  September,  will  leave  Rochester  by  the  end  of  this  week 
and  report  for  temporary  duty  in  Pittsburgh. 

J.  J.  Gardner,  of  the  Pittsburgh  inspection  office,  will  return  to 
.Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  for  a  short  period  next  week,  in  order  to  finish  what- 
ever work  needs  attention  there  in  connection  with  the  shipping-point  inspec- 
tions of  apples,  which  he  supervised  during  the  active  season. 

Congratulations  and  best  wishes  are  extended  to  William  C.  Wolff,  tele- 
graph operator  in  our  Detroit  office,  and  his  bride,  who  was  Miss  lone  Wegner, 
of  Minneapolis.     The  wedding  took  place  on  ITovember  30*    Mr.  Wolff  formerly 
was  located  in  Minneapolis. 

ALL  MARKET-MVIS  OFFICES  are  hereby  informed  of  a  typographical  error 
which  occurred  in  Par.  5^  °f  last  week's  D.  L.     The  code  symbol  on  the  "ITU" 
(Sweet  Potatoes)  page,  which  was  to  be  changed.,  is  "NUH"  and  not  "JUE"  as 
published. 


"WHITER  VEGETABLE  PROSPECTS  Oil  THE  MEXICAN  WEST  C0A3T"  is  the  title  of 
special  report  F.S.:V-Q6,  issued  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Division 
on  December  2.     It  outlines  the  prospective  acreage  of  various  vegetables  in 
western  Mexico.     Copies  can  be  had  on  request  from  the  Washington  office. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Vol.  12,  No.  k3 


December  IS,  1931 


FRUIT  AND  YEG-S TABLE  DIVISION  LETTER 
(Issued  every  Friday) 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Not  for  publication 


^7 


The 
Christmas 
season  of  1931 
finds  us  in  the 
midst  of  world-wide 
difficulties.  They  af- 
fect our  national  life  and 
the  affairs  of  every  city  and 
count district.     In  many  cases 
they  have  made  our  individual  prob- 
lems mere  difficult.    While  our  sala- 
ries will  purchase  more  than  formerly, 
most  of  us  have  felt  compelled  to  divide  our 
incomes  with  others  less  fortunate  to  such  an 
extent  that  our  usual  Christmas  giving  may  seem 
more  of  a  burden  and  less  of  a  pleasure  than  before. 
If  there  o.re  any  who  have  not  assumed  added  liabilities 
for  the  sake  of  relatives  or  friends,  they  can  welcome  the 
holiday  season  with  the  assurance  that  seldom  before  has  it 
been  possible  for  their  gifts  to  accomplish  so  much  in  adding 
to  human  comfort  or  in  alleviating  human  distress. 
Under  present  trying  conditions,  the  steadying  influence  of 
all  the  activities  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  is  more 
valuable  than  ever  before.     The  long  waiting  lists  of  those  with- 
out jobs  is  a  continuous  stimulus  to  do  our  best  in  the  jobs  we  have 
and  a  continuous  reproach  to  any  who  are  tempted  to  do  less  than  their  best. 
It  is  probable  that  the  generous  spirit  and  habit  of  the  Christmas 
season  must  be  continued  at  least  throughout  the  winter.     In  our  response 
to  the  need,  may  we  each  show  full  and  conscientious  appreciation  of  the  rela- 
tively fortunate  position  which  we  occupy.     If  we  do  this,  we  may  confidently 
hope  that  193^  will  be  for  each  of  us  individually  a  happy  new  year, even  though 
it  brings  us  no  increase  in  worldly  goods.  -       WELLS  A.  SHERMAN. 
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GENERAL  ITEMS 


la.    AVOID  SAMPLING  SEIZED  MERCHANDISE 

All  offices,,  which;  may  be  called  upon  from  time  to  time  to  draw  samples 
of  canned  fruits  or  vegetables  for  grading,  should  make  certain  that  the  lots 
which  they  are  requested  to  sample  are  not  involved  in  seizure  proceedings 
under  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Act.    Usually  a  lot  involved  in  such  an  action 
will  be  identified  by  a  copy  of  the  libel  affixed  by  the  U.S.  Marshal.  All 
libeled  lots  will ' 1  ike ly  have  moved  in  interstate  commerce,  and  will  usually 
be  found  in  jobbers !  or  public  Warehouses. 

A  lot  of  canned  tomatoes  was  recently  seized  by  the  U.S.  Marshal  in  an 
eastern  city  under  a  libel,  issued  at  the  instance  of  the  Pood  and  Drug  Admin- 
istration.   Subsequently  we  were- -requested  to  grade  samples  from  this  lot. 
The  instructions  in  such  cases' are  that  samples  from  such  lots  shall  not  be 
graded  by  .this  Bureau,  except  upon  order  of  a  United  States  court. 

Subsequently,  the  defendant  secured  an  authorization,  signed  by  the 
Deputy  U.S.  Marshal  for  the  district,  permitting  the  warehouse  company  to 
draw  samples  to  be  used  in  grading.     These  samples  were'  offered  to  our  office 
for  grading  and  certification.     This  request  could  not  be  honored  for  two 
reasons:  -  first,  the  order  was  not  addressed. to  this  Bureau  but  to  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  defendant,  and  second,  it  was  not  signed  by  the  judge. 

In  the  event  that  a  proper  court  order  is  presented  to  any  office,  it 
will  be  incumbent  upon  the  office  to  (l)  write,  or  in  urgent  cases  wire,  Wash- 
ington full  contents  of  order,  and  (2)  immediately  contact  the  station  chief  , 
of  the  Food  end  Drug  Administration  from  the  station  initiating  the  libel. 

-  WELLS  A.  SHERMAN 


2a.     APPLES  IN  COLD  STORAGE  ON  DECEMBER  1 

Last  Friday  afternoon,  the  following  report  on  cold-storage  holdings 
of  apples  for  December  1  was  released  in  Washington:- 

Barrels  Boxes  Baskets 

Dec.  1,  I93I :         2,173,000  l6,S6l,000  10,798,000 

Dec.  1,  I93O:  1,1|56,000  21,267,000  6,9^6,000 

Five-year  Avg. :      2,610,000  16,1+92,000  5,0^7,000 

Total  cold-storage  holdings  at  the  opening  of  the  month  were  equivalent 
to  11,393,000  "barrels,  or  only  5$  more  than  on  the  same  date  in  1930  l6$ 
above  the  five-year  average  figure  for  December. 

Supplies  in  barrels  were  kSfo  greater  than  last  year  but  17$  "below  the 
average  for  this  month.    Boxed-apple  holdings  under  refrigeration  were  21$ 
less  than  on  December  1,   I93O,  and  only  2$. above  average.    About  77$  of  the 
boxes  were  still  in  Pacific  Coast  storages.     The  great  shift  to  bushel  baskets 
as  a  container  for  apples  is  seen  in  the  increase  of  55$  over  last  year's  sup- 
plies in  this  package  and  in  the  fact  that  basket  apples  in  cold  storage  this 
season  are  llhfo  heavier  than  the  five-year  average  for  December. 


THE  OPPOSITE  PAGE  (No.  706)  HAS  BEEN  LEFT  BLANK  INTENTIONALLY. 
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3a,     DECEI.BER  1  EOLDIITGS  OF  NORTHWESTER  APPLES  AITD  PEARS 

The  following  report  was  received  through  Mrs.'.  L.  B„  Gerry,  of  the 

Spokane  office,  in  a  letter  dated  December  12:- 

Storage  holdings  of  apples  in  the  iTorthwest  on  December  1  were  as 

follows :~ 

Cold  Storage 
(cars) 


District 
Wenatchee . 
Yakima 
Spokane . 

Wal 1 a  Wal 1 a- M i 1 1  o n-Er e  e va t  e  r 


.5,862. 
7.9SO 
68 

316 
14,236* 


Common  Storage 
(cars) 
k,0k2 
1,214 
150 


5,411*-' 

♦Exclusive  of  holdings  in  Hood  River  and  Medford  districts,  reports 
for  which. have  not  yet  been  received.  . 

The  following  figures  bv  varieties  are  confidential  and  must  not  be 
used  publicly.    Only  the  totals  may  bemused: 

Storage  holdings  by  varieties  on  December  1  in  YJenatchee  and  Yakima 
districts,  compared  with  1930,  were  as  follows: 


APPLES 

YAKIMA 

TJE1TATCHEE ' 

1931 

1930 

1931 

1930 

'CSaps 

5,632 

5,222 

5,769 

4,815 

J  onathans 

787 

224 

122 

56 

Rome  s 

1,323 

1,670 

652 

724Jr 

Delicious 

770 

1,166 

1,310 

i,424| 

Yellow  iTewtowns 

246 

420 

114 

171 

Spitzenburgs 

2H 

62 

76 

122 

Arkansas  Blacks 

216 

278 

123 

129 

St ay mans 

111 

122-1-' 

429 

405 

Black  Twigs 

2g 

56 

30" 

36* 

W.  W.  Pearmains  ■  • ; . 

'  13 

3^ 

96 

g6 

Black  Bens  and  C-anos 

7 

20 

19 

35 

Miscellaneous 

45 

62 

25 

 5^ 

9,204 

9,337  ' 

S,7o5 

•8,057-^- 

Ranch  holdings 

1.139 

95g 

Grand  Total 

.  9,2.04 

.  9.337 

9,904 

PEARS 

Bells 

294 

621J 

g 

D'Anjous 

140 

186 

..  '  35 

Bosc 

$g  10 

Miscellaneous 

g 

56 

11 

Total 

452 

910 

54 
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lb.    ARIZOITA  LETTUCE1 ' SEASOl'T  jgLA.YEg 

A.  E.  Prugh  wrote  the  following  letter    from  Phoenix  on  December  5-  It 
arrived  just  too  late  for  publication  in  last  week's  D.  L. :- 

"The  lettuce  season  in  Salt  River  Valley  of  Arizona  is  very  slow  in  get- 
ting under  way.    A  variety  of  adverse  weather  conditions  has  delayed  maturity 
and  also  caused  the  early  maturing  heads  to  show  very  little  solidity.  The 
operation  of  the  s  :;r?ndarh'.zation  law  has  caused  most  of  the  ordinary  quality 
to  remain  in  the  field  until  such  time  as  it  may  develop. 

"The  Eloy  district  started  ITovember  11  and'moved  169  cars  to  December  U  , 
inclusive.    -The  Salt  River  Valley  moved  its  first  car  November  30  and  totaled 
22  cars  to  December  !+•     The  Tubac  section,  near  ITogales,  has  shipped  10  cars 
to  date,  and  is  about  finished*  : 

"Todcy  (December  5)  I  noticed  lettuce  from  Eloy  showing  freezing-injury 
selling  in  Cleveland  at  $2,50  per  crate,  compared  with  California  stock  at 
$i.75-$3-50. 

"The  final  report  of  J.M.  Foote,  Supervisor  of  Inspection  in  the  Stand- 
ardization Service,  after  unfavorable  growing  conditions  had  taken  a 'toll  of 
20fo  of  the  crop,  showed  3,J>62  acres  for  Salt  River  Valley,  3^5  Rittenhouse, 
120  Winkleman,  110  Tubac,  1,600  Eloy  and  1,695  Yuma,-*  a  total  of  13,212  acres. 
The  9>362  acres  in  Salt  River  Valley  compares  with  13,822  in  1930  and  11,073 
acres  in  1929* 

"Very  few  cash  huyers  have  arrived  so  far.     They  heard  that  early     .  ■ 
quality  here  was  ordinary  and  so  they  remained  in  San  Fernando,  even  though 
the  quality  there  was  reported  only  fair  to  ordinary. 

"Up  to  December  k,  I  had  heard  of  no  cash  trading  since  my  arrival  here 
on  November  29.    However,  with  track  holdings  in  eastern  markets  down  to    ,  .  ... 
around  350  and  the  Sacramento  and  San  Fernando  districts  of  California  slowing 
down  rapidly,  it  seems  that  there  should  be  a  good  market  here  between  the  10th 
and  25th,  even  on  fair-qual  ity  stock. 

"Imperial  Valley  is  slow  in  starting,  and  very  few  cars  are  expected 
from  there  until  the  15th,  and  then  only  a  light  movement  during  the  remainder 
of  this  month. 

"An  average  of  h0  to  50  cars  a  d^y  is  expected  from  Salt  River  Valley 
next  week,  with  some  improvement  in  quality.     The  Eloy  district  may  move  about 
15  cars  daily.    We  are  having  heavy  frosts  at  Phoenix  every  night." 


2b.    ADDITIONAL  I.IARKETIITG  SUUMARIES  ISSUED 

The  following  additional  summaries  of  recent  shipping  seasons  have  been 
issued  by  the  Washington  office  this  week:-  •  '  •"• 

"Marketing  Florida  Celery,  I93I  Season,"  by  J.  B.  Owens. 
"Marketing  South  Florida  Tomatoes,  IQ3Q-3I  •: Season,"  by  V.  H.  Hicholson. 
"Marketing  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  Texas  Cabbage  Crop,  I93O-3I  Season," 

•  by  C.  D.  Schoolcraft. 
"Marketing  Texas  Vegetables  (Carrots,  Beets,  Snap  Beans,  Green  Corn 
and  Mixed  Vegetables,  including  Information  on  Citrus  Fruits), 
1930-31  Season,"  by  C.  D.  Schoolcraft. 
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yo .     CITRUS  FRUITS  AWARDED  PRIZES  IN.  TEXAS:  

Tlie  following  report  came  f  rom  W... D.  •  Googe ,  at  Brownsville ,  in  a  letter 
dated  November  29 :~ 

"As  a  matter  of  interest  and  general  information,  I  am  enclosing  a  list 
of  citrus  fruits  entered  at  the  Valley /Mid-Winter  Fair  at  Harlihgen  (Nov.  21-29) 
and  on  which  prizes  were  awarded.     The  citrus  exhibit  at  the . fair  was  very  - 
interesting  and  instructive  to  me,  and- is  said  to  be  the  best  they  have  ever 
had. 

"I  have  my  doubts  about  the  spoiling  of  some  of  these  names;  also  doubts 
about  some  of  the  'varieties'  listed.    But  this  is  the  way  the  list  was 
published 

VARIETIES  OF  LOWER  RIO  -GRANDE'- VALLEY  CITRUS  FRUITS  FOR  WHICH  PRIZES 
WERE  AWARDED  AT  TEE  VALLEY  MID-WINTER  FAIR,  EARLINGEN,  TEXAS,  1951. 


Grapefruit : 

Orange s  ( Cont ?  d)  : 

Lemons : 

Marsh  Seedless 

Indian  River 

Eureka' 

Duncan 

Dugat 

Meyers 

Foster  Pink 

Deller 

Kennedy 

Conner's  Prolific 

Ruby 

Villa  Franca 

Silver  Cluster 

Nor  ".-is  or  Hamlin 

Ponderosa 

Walters 

Jaffa 

Tangerines : 

Gold  Medal 

Purvis 

Willow  Leaf 

McCarty 

PiiieapTvle 

Warmico 

Excelsior 

Parson  Brown 

Algerian 

Innman  Late 

Roselle 

Dancy 

0ranges: 

Sat suma 

Tangelo 

Navel  (Washington) 

Valencia 

King  Mandarin 

Non-Par iel 

Temple 

Kumquat s : 

Med-Sweet 

Lu  Gem  Gong 

Citrang 

Enterprise 

Limes : 

Maruhg 

Golden  Ring 

Mexican 

Nagami 

Ramona 

Persian 

St.  Michael 

Calomondin 

Bessie 

Swe  e  t  • 

Selecto 

Thornless 
Rangspur 

NO TS :    A  few  other  varieties  were  displayed,  but  the  above  were  listed  as 
having  been  e.warded  prizes." 

k'b .     MAINS  POTATO  MARKET  QUIET 

The  following  information  came  in  a  fetter  of  December  12  from 
V.  K.  Nicholson,  at  Presque  Isle:- 

" There  has  been  little . activity  in  the  Maine  potato  market.     The  f.o.b. 
market  weakened  slightly,  and  the  volume  of  trading  has  been  rather  light. 

"The  street  price  dropped  to  45^-50^  bulk  per  barrel  for  U.S.  No.  1 
stock  delivered  to  the  shippers'  warehouses  yesterday  (Friday).    Haulings  have 
been  heavier- than  a  week. ago,  and  the  movement  at  some  points  has  been  quite 
free  at  the  current  prices.     It  is  the  general  opinion  that  growers  must  obtain 
some  cash  for  expenses  during  the  next  two  or  three  weeks. 

"Shipments  to  date  amount  to  lU,9S3  carlots,  or  approximately  5>000  less 
than  to  the  corresponding  time  last  season*    However,  they  now  exceed  those  to 
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the  corresponding  date  in  l°/28  by  about 
estimated  in  November  to  be  the  largest 
.that  shipments  will  equal  those  of  last 
ment  this  season  will  not  exceed  ^5,000 


500  cars-.    While  the  Maine  crop  was 
on  record,  there  is  little  to  indicate 
season. and,  in  all  probability,  move- 


5b.  "  TEXAS  CITRUS  GROWERS  GETTING  ABOUT       .CEBITS  PER  BOX 

W.  D.  Googe,   in  charge  of  , the  Brownsville  field  station,  sent  the 
following  inf ormat?  on,  in  a.  letter  of  .December  1-3 1  — 

"A  soaking  rain  on  Sunday,'  December  6,  practically  stopped  shipments  of 
vegetables  from  the  lowei  Rio  Grande  Valley  for  three  days.    As  a  result,  the 
price  of  cabbage  to  grov/eis  went  from  $15  a  ton  to  $25  and  $30.    After  a  few 
days  the  price  dropped  bach  again.    Without  interference  by  rain,  cabbage  -ship- 
.ments  will  likely  average  30  or  more  cars  daily  during  the  coming  week.  Hie 
winter  vegetable  movement  is  now  on  in  earnest. 

11  So  far  this  season,  tomatoes  have  proved  to  be  the  most  profitable  fall 
crop.     The  quality  continues  .to  be  fair  to  good,  much  "better  than  the  usual 
fall  crop  in.  this  section,  and  supplies  have  not  been  adequate  to  meet  the 
demand.    .The  fall  bean  crop  is  about  over.     Carrots  are  moving  in  larger 
volume,  prices  for  which  are  firm  at  &5^~$1  Por  crate  of  5~cLozcn  bunches  in  the 
field.     These 'prices  are  net  to  growers,  the  shipper  paying  harvesting  and 
packing  charges .    Prices  for  beets  on  the  same  basis  are  much  lower,  ranging 
from  20^  to  30^5  according  to  .quality. 

"The  citrus  shipments  are  holding- about  steady.    A  larger  percentange 
consists  of  oranges,  which  move,  mostly  in  mixed  Cars.     The  average  price  re- 
turned to  growers  is  still  unsatisfactory,  being  estimated  at  about  ^0<p  per 
standard  box. » 

6b .     SEVERE  BLIZZARD  -III  SOUTHWESTERN  COLORADO 

The  following ••  report  came  from  Bryce  Morris,  of ■  the  Denver  office,  on 
December  12:- 

VThe  recent  rapid  advance  in  onion  prices  seemed  to  have  leveled  off 
slightly  here  late  this  week,  with  prices  holding  steady  on  the  Western  Slope 
and  slightly  lower  in  the  Arkansas  Valley.    Most  of  the  movement  has  now  switch; 
ed  from  the  Western  Slope  to  the  Arkansas  Valley,  but  the  demand  has  continued 
fairly  good  for  Danvers  and  shipments  have  been  lighter  on  account  of  decreas- 
ing supplies.  Remaining  supplies  on  the  Wcstern  Slope  probably  range 'between 
I5O  and  200  cars,  while  slightly .over  one-half  of  the  Arkansas  Valley  supplies 
have  "been  moved. 

"Severe  cold  weather  and  additional  snow  reduced  potato  shipments  from 
the  San  Luis  Valley  to  the  lowest  point  of  the  season,    Only  lS  cars  had  moved 
from  that  section  this  week  to  Friday  night.     The  worst  blizzard  in  the  last 
15  years  was  reported  from  the  Durango  section,  where  snow  varied  from  two  to 
six  feet  in  depth,  with  much  livestock  suffering  from  lack  of  food.     Some  re- 
ports indicate  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  kill  livestock, since  food  cannot 
be  hauled  in  or  the  stock  moved  to  sufficient  food.     This  is  particularly  true 
of  several  thousand  head  of  sheep  marooned  10  to  15  miles  away  from  forage 
supplies. "  . 


CABBAGE  ACREAGE  in  the  early  and  second-early  States  apparently  will  be 
about  one-fifth  less  than  the  acreage  harvested  last  year. 
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7b.     WESTERN  MEW  YORK  NOTES 

The  following  report  came  from  R.  L.  Sutton,  of  the  Rochester  office, 
under  date  of  December  15:- 

"The  minimum  temperature  reported  at  Rochester  for  this  season  was  12 
degrees,  reached  on  Tuesday,  December  8.    Since  then  temperatures  have  slowly- 
risen,  but  colder  weather  is  setting  in  again  today,  December  15.     The  outturn 
of  cabbage  was  liberal  last  week,  the  demand  slow,  and  market  slightly  -weaker. 
Celery  moved  in  greater  volumes,  on  account  of  the  nearness  of  the  holiday 
season.    Onions  held  firmly,  a  little  f.o.b.  business  reaching  the  $U  mark. 
There  was  not  much  change  in  potatoes,  the  general  inquiry  being  rather  light. 
Apples  held  mostly  at  the  former  position;  much  ripe  stock  developing  in  com- 
mon storage.    Carrots  ruled  mostly  steady. 

"The  report  of  the  holdings  of  celery  in  cold  storage  in  western  New 
York  through  December  11  indicates  approximately  1,000  carloads  on  hand,  or 
nearly  150  cars  more  than  at  the  corresponding  time  last  year.    Besides  the 
extra  demand  that  develops  before  the  Christmas  season,  it  was  generally  felt 
that  the  growers  would  have  to  move  a  large  portion^*  the  storage  stock  before 
Christmas,  in  order  to  cut  down  the  waste.    F.o.b.  values  show  a  wide  range, 
the  best  offerings  recently  not  exceeding  $1.75  f°r  2/3  crates.    Yesterday  we 
had  a  report  of  a  carlot  sale  of  poor-quality  stock  as  low  as  ^>0^.  California 
continues  to  show  an  active  movement,  and  Florida  has  already  begun  to  move  a 
few  cars  from  the  early  plantings.     The  movement  of  early-season  celery  from 
Florida  will  be  heavier  than  usual.' 

"The  marketing  of  New  York  State  onions  apparently  will  progress  at  new 
high  prices  for  some  time.    Dealers  and  growers  quite  generally  are  holding  for 
the  realization  of  higher  prices.   '.Some  bmsiness  token  under  contract  for 
future  delivery  was  accomplished  at  $H»15  per  100-pound  sack  of  good- stock. 

" Cabbage  loadings  were  liberal  last  week.     The  dealers  have  lowered 
prices  paid  to  growers,  $8  per  ton  being  the  price  offered  at  many  points. 
However,  there  usually  exists  about  a  $2  variation  in  growers'  prices,  the  $8 
figure  being  low.     The  daily  outturn  during  the  latter  part  of  November  and 
early  December  has  averaged    higher  than  that  of  last  season. : 

"The  wire  inquiry  on  potatoes  has  been  only  fair,  demand  spotted,  and 
the  market  showing  a  slightly  weaker  tendency.     Growers  Here  receiving  mostly 
25^  per  bushel.    Southern  points  continue  to  offer  outlets  for  many  of  the 
western  New  York  shipments.    Washington,  D.  C,  consistently  takes  above  the 
average  of  most  markets. 

"It  appears  to  be  difficult  to  stimulate  any  activity  in  the  apple 
market.    Many  of  the  Baldwins  in  common  storage  are  becoming  ripe,  so  that 
values  on  this  class  of  fruit  have  lowered.    Many  of  the  shipments  are  being 
consigned.    Movement  from  the  Virginias  has  decreased  considerably,  and  this 
reduction  may  serve  as  some  inducement  for  the  trade  to  buy  more  apples  from 
the  New  Y0rk  territory." 

8b.     CHRISTMAS  TREE  MARKETING 

"Last  year  a  small  group  of  New  Hampshire  farmers  ventured  into  the 
business  of  selling  Christmas  trees  cooperatively.     Carefully  selected  and 
trademarked  with  the  brand  name,  the  10,000  trees  thus  marketed  on  the  first 
organized  farm-to-market  basis  were  so  well  received  that  this  season  h0  coop- 
erators  are  planning  to  sell  some  20,000  trademarked  trees  by  the  same  method. 
Last  year's  experiment  brought  the  producers  a  premium  of  a  15$  net  increase 
ever  the  regular  price."  -(from  New  England  Homestead,  Dec.  5) 
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9b .    Y.'ATCE  TEE  REVISIONS  I'll  CROP  REPORTS 

In  very  many  instances,  the  production  figures  and  other  statistics 
on '  .crops  of  1930  and  1929  have  been  revised  "by  the  Division  of  Crop  and 
Livestock  Estimates.    .  •  .         »  It  is  .'unsafe,  therefore,  to-  xsh&  any 

of  the  figures  for  1930  or  I929  as  printed  in  last  December's  issue  of  Crops 
and  Markets  or  as  published  elsewhere.     The  only  safe  rule  is  to  use  the  re- 
vised data  as  wired  with  the  latest  crop  report  or  as  published  on  the  mimeo- 
graphed (State  and  U.S.)  sheets,  put  out  by  Crop  Estimates. 

As  examples  of  the  recent  changes,-  the  1930  potato  crop  has  previously 
been  reported  as  approximately  3^3,000,000  bushels  and  the  1929  crop  as 
359,000,000  bushel;..    1T0';S  the  I93O  potato  crop  is  given  as  333,000,000  and 
the  I929  crop  as  329,000,000  bushels,  the  I93I  crop  being  estimated  at 
376,000,000.    The  1930  total  apple  crop  has  previously  been  reported  as 
164,000,000  bushels  and  the  1929  crop  as  11+3,000,000.    HOW,  the  I93O  apple 
crop  is  given  as  156,000,000  and  the  I929  crop  as  136,000,000  bushels,  the 
1931  crop  being  estimated  at  212,000,000.    Other  crops  have  been  changed  in  a 
similar  manner. 


10b.     A  REPORT  OH  MI  CHI  GAIT  CROPS 

R.  E.  Keller  reported  as  follows  from  Grand  Rapids  in  a  letter  dated 
December  12;- 

11  Onions  are  registering  marked  price-advances.     Terminal  markets  ruled 
either  higher  or  steady  every  day  during  the  past  week.    F.o.b.    prices-  re re 
correspondingly  higher.    F.o.b.  sales  have  advanced  50^  per  100  pounds.  Both 
trading  and  shipments  have  been  brisk.    Whils  trading  has  been  active,  not  all 
the  onions  now  being  shipped  are  going  out  on  present  sales.    A  large  quantity 
of  the  stock  now  moving  from  Michigan  is  from  common-storage  houses  to  cold 
storage  in  terminal  markets.     This  is  also  the  case  in  other  States,  onion 
factors  advise. 

"Potatoes  have  been  very  inactive,  with  f.o.b'b  prices  ruling  a  trifle 
lower.     Prices  to  farmers  are  now  30^>  as  against  30^~35^  "bulk  per  cwt.  a 
week  ago . 

"The  last  apple  report  of  the  season  in  Michigan  was  issued  today.  The 
bulletin  was"  carried  somewhat  longer  than  usual  to  take  care  of  the  unusually 
heavy  common-storage  holdings.     The  apple  situation  was  unprecedented  in  re- 
cent 3rears.    Michigan  had  the  largest  commercial  crop  since  1923>  a^d  many  of 
the  farmers  unable  to  sell  their  fruit  satisfactorily     at  harvest  time  held 
for  better  prices  or  a  more-active  demand.    Hence^  we  carried  our  daily  bulletin 
into  December,'  to  cover  this  stock." 

1 lb .     LAST  YEAR'S  CALIFORNIA  CITRUS  ESTIMATES  REVISED . 

Par.        in  last  week's  Division  Letter  gave  the  unrevised  figures  for 
the  1930  crops  of  citrus  fruits  in  California*     The  crop  report  which  was  re- 
leased on  Wednesday  of  this  week  has  increased  the  1930  figures  considerably. 
The  1931  forecast,  in  comparison  with  the  revised  figures  for  la.st  season  and 
the  original  (or  unrevised)  figures,  is  given  below :- 

Oranges  Lemons  Grapefruit 

(boxes)  (boxes)  (boxes) 

1931  Forecast:  3^,900,000  8,000,000  1,400,000 

1930  revised  data:  35,000,000  7,950,000  1,250,000 

1930  unrevised  data:  32,800,000  7,020,000  1,118,000 
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12b.     IDAHO  MOVI1TG  ITS  SHAKE  OF  POTATOES 

R.  G.  Risser  sent  the  following  notes  from  Idaho  Falls  on  December  11:- 
"• "Idaho  has  continued  to  supply  a  substantial  portion  of  the  national 
daily  shipments  of '-potatoes,  leading:  all..  States  ,  except  Maine  in  loadings  dur- 
ing the  past  week  and  in  shipments  for  the  season  to  date..    'Whether  ,  this  out- 
put of  95  to  192  cars  per  day  can  be  maintained,  however,  is  extremely  doubt- 
ful.    The  demand  has  relaxed  under,  influence  of  the  liberal  f orwardings ,  and 
more  snow  has  fallen.    Warehouse  supplies  at  shipping  points  have  "been  re- 
duced to  some  extent,  and  woather  may  interfere  with  haul lags.    With  reduced 
prices,  producers  have  been' reluctant,  to  sell,  "but  have  evidently  needed 
funds  and  heave  been  offering  the  lr>  stocks  rather  freely  'while  conditions  per- 
mitted bringing  them  in  to  the  shippers." 

13b.     ABOUT  1,200  CARS  OF  FLORIDA  CITRUS  MOVED  IN  THREE  DAYS'  TIME 

The  following  letter  of  December  15  came  from  H.  F.  Willson,  at 
Winter  Haven:- 

"The  shipments  of  Florida,  citrus.',  particularly  oranges,  have  been  very 
heavy  for  the  past  few  days.    Up'  until  December  11  the  peak  day'this  season 
for  Florida  oranges  was  1SS  cars  on  ITovember  17.     There  were  2l6  cars  shipped 
on  December  11,  and  Saturday,  December  12,  was  an  exceptionally  heavy  day, 
with  a  total  of-  307  cars  of  Florida  oranges.     On  Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday 
the  total  movement  of  oranges  was  703  cars;,  grapefruit  llg,   tangerines  91  ^n(i 
mixed  citrus  306  cars.     The  peak  day  for  the  1930-31  Florida  orange  shipments 
was  on  the-  corresponding  date  of  the  peak  day  this  season,  or  December  1J>, 
1930*     As  compared  with  the  roll  of  over  700  cars  of  oranges  from  December  12 
to  m  this  season,  there  were  only  hGh  cars  shipped  during  the  corresponding 
period  a  year  ago. 

"In  addition-  to  the  heavy  movement  of  Florida  oranges,  the  California 
shipments  were  very  active  until  December  11,  after  which  date  there  has 
been  a  marked  decrease.     The  decline  after  the  11th  can  largely  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  shipments  from  California  after  December  12  would  not 
arrive  on  the  eastern  markets;  in  time  for  the  Christmas  trade.     The  arrivals 
at  consuming  centers  Trill  ."be  exceptionally  heavy  during  the  latter  part  of 
this  week  and  the  first  part  of  next  week,  • 

"Grapefruit .auction  prices  continued  to  decline  this  past  week.  About 
336  cars  of  Florida  grapefruit  sold  on  .the.  principal  auctions  for  an  average  <■> 
of  $2.10  per  box,  compared  with  klk'  .cars  at  $2.30  a  week  ago.     The  orange  mar- 
ket, on  the  other  hand,  showed  an  advance  of  35^  Por  1°ox  over  the  average 
price  of  a  week  ago.     The  higher  prices 'were,  partly  responsible  for  the  de- 
cided increase  in  shipments.     During  this 'past'  week  331  cars  of  Florida  <•      .  ■ 
oranges  sold  for  an  average  of  $3«30«     Monday's  auctions  (December  lk)  were 
at  lower  levels  than  those  for  the  week  ending  the  12th.    Aboxit  93  oars  of 
Florida  grapefruit  sold  for  an  average  of  $2.05,  or  5^  lower  than  last  week. 
There  was  a  sharp  reduction  in  oranges  and  the  general  average'  for  180  cars 
of  Florida,  stock  was  only  $3. 10,  compared  with  $3-30  last  week." 

•  B.   C.  BOREE, 

...  ,  "•  :.         Specialist  in  Market  News. 
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TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS  OP  MARKET  NEWS  SERVICE 


Stations 

Mail 
List 

In 

Charge 

1 

Reports 

First  ] 
Bulletin] 

Probably 
will  close 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.  ** 
D-310  Triangle  Bldg. 

S3T 

R. 

L. 

Sutton 

' Pears* 
: Onions 
; Carrots 
_  Cabbage 
1  Celery 
Apples 
Peaches* 
' Grapes* 
Potatoes 

Sept.  2  ■ 
S  ep  t .  2  j 
Sept.  2  : 

Sept.  2  ; 
Sept.   8  ; 

Sept •  10 . 
Sept.  23: 

Oct.  5  ■ 

Oct.  27* 
April  9 
May  21  " 
Marcii  00 
Jan.  9 
May  21 
Oct .  3 
Nov.  7* 
May  21 

PRESQUE  ISLE,  ME,** 
Hedrich  Block 

Sl+2 

V. 

K. 

Nicholson 

Potatoes 

Sept.  10* 

Apr.  30 

WAUPACA,  WIS.** 
Court  House 

89H 

A. 

M. 

McDowell 

Potatoes 

Sept.  Hi 

March  26 

IDAHO  FALLS,  IDAHO 
23O  Federal  Bldg. 

R. 

G. 

Risser 

Potatoes 

Sept.  17 

May  7 

BROWNSVILLE,  TEXAS** 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

931 

I. 

D. 

Googe 

Citrus 
Vegetables 

Oct.  15 

Dec.  10 

March  1 
June  1 

DeWitt-Taylor  Bldg. 

11. 

£  . 

v»'  111  son 

oitrus 

uct.  ly 

.  ;May  14 

ImuUnJJ  KArlJJo,  MxO.Ji. 
412  P.  0.  Bldg. 

<y  r\  rr 

895 

■pi 
R. 

jL  . 

Keller 

Apples* - 

Onions 

Potatoes 

Oct.  30 
Oct.  30 
Oct.  30 

I  Dec.  12* 
:  April  2 
•  May  Ik 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.** 
602  Security  Bldg. 

815 

A. 

E- 

Prugh  j 

Lettuce 

Dec.'  1 

:  Jan.  9 

The  following  station  probe 

ibly  will  open  on  date  indicated: 

11,1     1  i   

POMPANO,  FLA.** 

937 

:  J. 

B. 

Owens 

Beans 

Peppers 

Tomatoes 

Jan.  5 
Jan.  5 
Jan.  -5 

■  April  15 
J  April  15 
:  April  15 

**  State  cooperating  *  Reports  discontinued 


W.  F.  Cox  in  San  Francisco  H.  E.  Rutland  at  Brooksville,  Fla. 

B.  E.  Surry  in  Seattle  R.  M.  Peterson  in  Minneapolis 

J.  B.  Owens  on  leave 


FIELD  MEN  should  advise  the  Washington  office  promptly  of  necessary  changes 
in  the  table  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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INSPECT I.01T  SERVICE 


ic.     IMTQ3TANT  NOTICE  REGARDING  TOLERANCES 

Heretofore,  where  all  products  examined  showed  defects  in  various 
amounts  and  no  one  contained  more  than  double  the  tolerance  for  the  grade, 
it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  service  to  average  raid  report  on  the  lot  as 
a  whole.    The  U.  S.  apple  grades,  however,  provide  that  any  lot  of  apples 
Should  be . considered  as  meeting  the  requirements  of  specified  grades,  if 
no  sample  from  the  containers  is  found  to  exceed  the  tolerance  specified 
by  more  than  one-half  the  amount  allowed  for  grade  defects,  provided  that 
the  entire  lot  shall  average  within  the  tolerance  specified'.'    It  has  been  . 
decided  to  adopt  this  policy  for  all  products  for  which  the  grades  provide 
10fo  tolerances.     It  will,  therefore,  be  the  policy  to  permit  no  sample  to  :  • 
exceed  the  10$  tolerance  for  under size  or  grade  defects  by  more  than;  one-half 
the  amount  allowed.     The  rule  of  permitting  double  the  tolerance  for  under- 
size  or  grade  defects,  when  such  tolerances  are  5$  or  6$,  will  remain  in 
effect,  but  otherwise  these  instructions  supersede  those  given  in  Paragraph 
155,  Part  Two,  I.H.B.  . 

2 c .     APPEAL  INSPECTION  CERTIFICATES  SHOULD  BE  SO  'MASKED 

Appeal  inspection  certificates  should  be  indicated  as  such.     In  some 
cases,  certificates  covering  appeal  inspections  have  been  issued  without 
any  marks  to  show  that  the  inspection  was  made  on  appeal.    All  such  certif- 
icate's should  be  designated  as  "Appeal  Inspection  Certificates,"  and  this 
can  be  done  by' typing  the  work  "APPEAL"  in  capital  letters  immediately  pre- 
ceding the.  words  "INSPECTION  CERTIFICATE"  in  the  heading.  . 


3c.     INSPECTION  OF  TOMATOES  FOR  CA1ET3RI.ES  ,,  . 

Early  reports  from  States  in  which  the  Bureau  is.  conducting  coopera- 
tive ■  shipping—point  inspection- work  on  raw  tomatoes,  delivered  to  canneries, 
show  a  marked  increase  this  year  over  last  year  in  the  tonnage  inspected. 
■The"  "following  table  indicates  the  approximate  quantity  inspected  during  the 
two  years  in  various  States,  some  of  the  figures  for  1931  "being  preliminary 
estimates.-     The  figures  represent  tomatoes  purchased  on  a  graded  basis: 

1930 ■  1931 
(tons) "  (tons) 
Utah  .  .(—  1+5,000  to  50,000 

Indiana     .  85,000  100,000 

Illinois  —  :2,11 

Virginia  1,182  5,31+5  .;  .-. 

Maryland  —  11,500 

Colorado  10,805  12,054 

Ohio  9,098  18,088 

New  York  8,750  59.847 

Delaware  —  5>7^1 

Some  experimental  work  was  done  in  Utah  during  the  1930  season. 
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Inspections 

Inspections 

Declined 

M  a  t\t  c>  "h  q 
ivlclX  .tvt;  u  o 

rn,-. 

oame  iviOiii/ii 

for 

Total 

I  ~r~)  O  ~y~\  q      T  1       VI  C? 

Ucil  1  J.  fcJI  b 

rs  *F    "f"  1  too 

Fee's 

Atlanta          _  ■• .  ■ 

•52  • 

76  .  '  .. 

0 

.  '"  '  I 

$268.20 

Baltimore  "■ 

.  .  42 

49 

......  0 

0 

167.50 

Birmingham 

7 

0 

0 

"  28.00 

Boston 

137 

227 

29 

2 

510-.  00 

Buffalo. 

33 

15 

13 

0 

II6.5O 

Charleston 

..     3  . 

2 

0 

0 

12.00 

Chicago 

274 

330 

2 

.  1 

1,1.93.98 

'Cincinnati 

67  . 

65 

0 

0 

371.42 

Cleveland 

23 

8 

0 

0 . 

128.25 

Columbus 

9 

25   ■  • 

0 

0 

34.50 

jallas 

11 

0 

0 

44.50 

Denver 

22 

29 

0 

0 

86.00 

Des  Moines 

15 

— 

0 

0 

105.92 

Detroit 

43 

108 

0 

0 

183. 98 

Fargo 

2 

0 

0 

8.00 

Fort  "Worth 

3d 

33    ' ' ' 

0 

0 

144.00 

Harrisburg 

lb 

6 

.  0 

■  0 

63.55 

Houston 

19 

35 

1 

0 

74. 60 

Indianapolis 

11 

28 

0 

0 

49. 69 

Jacksonville 

121 

36 

0 

1 

i+78.00 

Kansas  City 

62 

66 

4 

0 

243.OO 

Los  Angeles 

lb 

10 

6 

0 

62.00 

Louisville 

13 

0 

0' 

67.03 

Memphi  s 

27 

44 

16 

0 

136.25 

Milwaukee 

73 

.  .87 

0 

0 

321.06 

Minneapolis 

34 

23 

0 

0 

146.00 

Newark 

69 

102 

0 

0 

276.3O 

New  Haven 

I—  Of 

58 

50 

16 

0 

285.46 

New  Orleans 

ion 

164 

21 

0 

243.64 

New  York 

480 

786 

36  .  - 

1 

1,862.27 

iMon  o  ik 

14 

27 

;  0 

0 

71 .  "^8 

Omaha  . 

:  20 

18 

0 

0 

88.17 

Fnilaaeipnia 

160 

302 

8 

0 

337. IT 

Pittsburgh 

fl 

118 

fa 

0 

287. 70 

Portland 

1 

14 

0 

0 

12 .00 

Providence 

20 

29 

1 

0 

87.00 

Ro ches  ter 

b 

8 

0 

0 

30 .20 

St.  Loui  s 

59 

75 

5  „  V ,. 

1 

242 . 7U 

bait  Lalce  Oity 

3 

4 

0 

0 

San  Diego 

1 

0 

0 

0 

H  .00 

San  Francisco 

13 

18 

...  3 

0 

66.00 

oeat tie 

4 

0 

0 

.  Q 

^0 .00 

Scranton 

6 

p  .  , 

0 

25.OO 

Springfield 

33 

126 

*      1  ;. 

0  • 

Toledo 

10 

— ■ 

— 

xren ton 

3 

■  4 

0 

0  • 

i  r  on 

Tulsa 

4 

0 

0 

17.00 

iv  abiung  o  on 

29 

68 

2 

0 

Wilkes-Barre 

5 

15 

0 

:  0 

20  .00 

Total 

2,361 

3,240  . 

170 

.7 

49,447.87 

The  following  inspection's  were  made  under  agreement  with  the  Northern  Ohio  Food 
Terminal  at  CI eve land: -Total  1,218;  Nickel  Plate  899;  B.  &  0.  42;  Erie  28; 
Pennsylvania  137;  Kroger  Grocery  &  Baking  Company  65. 
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INSPECTIONS  FOR  TEE  NAVY  AND  MARINE  CORPS  DURING  NOVEMBER,  1931. 


ALL  FIGURES  III 

THESE  COLUMNS 

REPRESS! 

IT  POUNDS 

Symbols :- 

"Cuts 

"  made 

Items  " 

N  -  NAVY 

'  Frui  t  s 

and 

Fruits 
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TOTAL 

to  comply 

Bill 
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M  -  MARINE 

Vegetables 

Vegetables 

QUANTITY 
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speci- 

Short-, 
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D  1 

REJECTED 

INSPECTED 

f ications 

weig 

ht 
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N  M 

21 

M 

N 

M 

N            M  ;  I  •■  ■  M  . 

Charleston 

I55U36 

0 

10674 

0 

I60IIO 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Great  Lakes 

IHI4U53 

0 

1+910 

0 

1U9363 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

New  York 

273369 
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IO369 

U90 

223732 

56221 

7S 

0 

0 

0 

Norfolk 

29573^ 

0 

0 

0 

29573.^ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Philadelphia 

23S233 

20017 

2293 

300 

240  526 

20317 

451 

53 

0 

0 

San  Diego 
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59943 

31677 

0 

502427 

,  599143 

26)43 
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0 

0 

San  Francisco 

701124 

4s  500 

32000 

S00 

733124 

49300 
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0 

0 

0 

San  Pedro 

.  73^152 

0 

93)414 

0 

764096 

0 
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0 

0 

•  0 

Vallejo 
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2U077 
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.  0 

164916 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

Washington 
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0 
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0 
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0 

0 

0' 
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0 

0 

INSPECTIONS  HADE  FOR  .TEE  U.  S.  SHIPPING  BOARD 


Hew  York 

7433 

600 

2033 

0 

0 

INSPECTIONS 

MADS  FOR  THE  U. 

S.  VETERANS'  HOSPITAL 

Chicago 

S7313 

;  503S5 

13769S 

0 

0 

Great  Lakes 

5SI49O 

:          4920  . 

63410 

0 

0 

Milwaukee 

9S340 

:  14195 

II2535 

0 

0 

New  York 

11434S 

:  1S753 

133101 

0 

0  ' 

Philadelphia 

44523 

17290 

6ISI3 

0 

•  b  . 

St.  Louis 

27523 

:  933 

2247S 

0 

0  ' 

TOTALS 

*  30537 

10649S  . 

537035 

0 

0 

The  New.  York  office  also  inspected  the  following:    Fruits    Vegetables  Rejections 


47019 

126492" 

2447 

Munson  S.  S.  Line   

4201  ; 

22376 

13S6 

Dollar  Line  ........ 

143SO  . 

.  35720" 

67s 

American  France  Line   

4109 

1S916 

665 

2999 

so 

Columbian  Line  .   .     .  .   

279 

4824 

75 

.    .                                    Totals  , 

72620 

217327 

5331 

The  San  Pedro  office  also  inspected  13,223  lbs.  bread;  10,076;  lbs.  butter  and 
1,130  lbs.  cheese.     The  Vallejo  office  also"  inspected  21,205  lbs.  bread  and  l45 
lbs.  rolls  for  the  Navy.  ;       .  '  "; 
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lic.    FRUIT  SHIPMENTS  FOR  GERMANY  MUST  PASS  IHSEECTIOjT  AT  PORT  OF  ENTRY 

Below  is  a  translation  of  a  portion  of  a  Decree  to  Prevent  the  Impor- 
tation of  the  San  Jose  Scale  and  the  Apple  Fruit  Fly  into  Germany,  as  promul- 
gated on  November  3,  1931.     It  has  been  taken  from  Reichsgesetzblatt  No.  Ik, 
November  lH,  1931.    Paragraph  2,  Section  1,  of  the  Decree  reads  as  follows :- 

"Fresh  fruit  or  parts  of  fresh  fruit,  originating  in  America,  Australia 
including  Tasmania  and  New  Zealand,  Hawaii,  Japan,  India,  Mesopotamia  and  the 
South  African  Union  can  be  imported  until  further  notice  only  through  customs 
offices  designated  by  the  Government  of  the  Reich  and  only  in  original  pack- 
ages and  only  unde^-  the  condition  that  an  inspection  of  the  shipment  for  San 
Jose  Scale  has  been  made  at  the  place  of  entry  and  at  the  expense  of  the  im- 
porter and  that  no  infestation  or  suspicion  of  infestation  has  been  found. 
In  case  of  shipments  originating  in  the  United  States  or  Canada,  inspection 
must  also  be  made  for  the  apple  fruit  f ly (Rhagoletis  Pomonella)." 

5c .     NOTES  Oi:  TEE  VIRGINIA  APPLE  SITUATION 

T.  W.  A:rres,  Supervising  Inspector  in  Virginia,  sent  the  following 
letter  from  University,  Va. ,  on  December  13:~ 

"Cold-storage  movement  of  apples  has  been  very  slow  the  past  10  days, 
due  to  glutted  markets  and  low  rate  of  exchange.     So  our  inspections  have 
been  very  light.     The  growers  are  beginning  to  realize  that  they  must  ship 
steadily,  in  order  to  move  the  crop,  and  take  the  average  price.  Graded 
stock  is  keeping  very  well. 

11  Common-storage  fruit  is  still  moving  in  bulk  truckloads  quite  freely. 
Most  of  these  apples  are  cull  stock,  which  is  getting  rather  ripe  now.  When 
this  stock  is  out  of  the  way,  the  domestic  demand,  particularly  in  the  South, 
should  pick  up." 

6c.     LETTUCE  MOVEMENT  SLOW  IN  IMPERIAL  VALLEY 

"Due  principally  to  the  cold  weather, only  one  car  of  lettuce  has  left 
the  Imperial  Valley  to  date,  as  compared -ith  39  cars  by  this  time  last  year. 
The  acreage  remaining  after  the. Fall  hot  spells  and  the  r ecent  cold  weather 
is  estimated  by  the  Commissioner  at  21,000  acres,  which  is  a  little  over 
half  of  the  total  at  this  time  last  year,  with  prospects  of  poor  quality  for 
the  early  crop.    Very  little,  if  any,  inspection  work  is  expected  until  after 
December  15.     It  is  questionable  whether  the  F.0.3.  Auction  will  be  in  oper- 
ation again  this  year . 11  -(California  Inspectors'  Notes,  December  ll) 

Editor's  Note:-    The  official  crop  report  issued  on- December  10  gives 
a  total  of  33>500  acres  of  lettuce  in  Imperial  Valley,  with  an  indicated  aver- 
age yield  per  acre  of  100  crates. 

7c.     NIGHT  WORK  INCREASING  AT  BOSTON  TERMINAL 

W.  F.  Plummer,  in  charge  of  Boston  inspections,  sent  the  following 
report  under  date  of  December  12:- 

"Business  at  the  Terminal  showed  some  increase  the  past  week;  we  had 
22  inspections,  aga.inst  13  the  preceding  week  and  9  the  week  before.     I  can- 
not tell  at  this  time  just  how  near  the  fees  for  the  inspections  there  will 
come  to  the  amount  guaranteed  by  the  railroad,  but  will  a.dvise  you  as  soon 

as  the  month  is  completed.        /         •      ,  \ 

^  (continued  over) 
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"One  .  thing -which  I.  have.. no t .iced,  '  since  starting  the  night  inspection 
work  at  the  Terminal,  is  that  our  inspections  on  the  commodities  handled  at 
the  Terminal  have  increased  during  the  daytime,  and  .we  are  receiving  appli- 
cations from  firms  who  have  not  used  the  service  very  much  before.  Possibly 
this  would  have  occurred  anyway,1  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  fact  that  a  man 
is  available  there  brings  the  'inspection  service  more  to  their  attention." 

g c .     CHANGES  Iff  LLC  T  07  PAST-DUE  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  should  be  taken  from  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 

J.  E-.  Durb'.n  &  Company,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  $U.OO 

The  following  should  be  added  to  List  of  Past-Due  Accounts: 

Pendley  Brothers,  Dayton,  Ohio  $6.U2 

E.  C.  BUTHSR, 
Supervisor  of  Inspection 


S  T -CTDARD I ZAT 1 0"  AND  ?>.;SEAPC5 


Id.     METHOD  0?  SCORING  SUNBURN  AM)  SUNSCALD  I  IT  U.S.  170,  1  NORTHERN-GROWN  OlTIOxTS 
Individual  onions  showing  bad  sunburn  should, be  scored,  but  onions  show- 
ing slight  sunburn  should  not  be  scored  unless  they  are  present  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  give  the  lot  a  distinctly  greenish  cast.     Inspectors  should  not 
remove  the  skin  to  determine  whether  an  onion  should  he  scored  as  damaged  by 
sunburn  or  whether  it  has  sunscald.  ,  ■ 

R,  R. 'PAILTH0RP, 
Specialist  in  Standardization 

OFFICE  NOTES: 

Mr.  Sherman  spent  Tuesday  in  Now  York  City.    He  attended  a  meeting  of 
the  Food  Marketing  Research  Council,,  and  took  part  in  the  discussions  regard- 
ing wastage  of  food. 

R.  R.  Pail thorp  is  in  Philadelphia  today,  conferring  with  a  local  com- 
mittee of  the  ITational  League  of  Commission  Merchants,  regarding  standardiza- 
tion problems.  ......  •.  ;    -: .  • 

It  is  very  difficult  for  the  editor,  to  ob-tain:  information  about  all 
members  of  the  staff  who  will  be  on  leave  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  but 
he  has  learned  of  plans  of  the  following  persons:- 

B.  C.  Boroe,  of  the  Washington  staff,  will  b  e  on  vacation  during  most 
of  the  next  two  weeks. 

Mrs.  Ethel  Mills,  head  clerk  of  the .F.  &  V.  Division,  will  be  on  le-ve 
in  Florida,  from  December  19  to  J>1,  and  during  her  absence  Mrs.  Mills'  work  will 
be  handled  by  Mrs.  M.  M.  Aylor. 

J.  B.  Owens  spent  a  short  time  in  the  Washington  office,  en  route  from  1 
Martinsburg,  W.  Va. ,  to  Marion,  S.  C,  where  he  will  be  on  vacation  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year.    About  January  5,  ^ir«  'Owens  will  open  the  field  station 
at  Pompahc,  Florida,. 


Division  Letter,  December  IS,  1931 


721 


OFFICE  NOTES  (CONTINUED)  : 


M.  C.  Gregory,  of  the  Fort  Worth  office,  will  be  on  leave  over  the 
Christmas  holiday  period,  and  his  work  will  be  handled  by  A.  H.  Polster,  of 
.the  Dallas  office. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  W.  Raplee,  of  the  Buffalo  inspection  office,  plan  to 
spend  their  vacation  at  Mt.  Carmel,  Pa.     Mrs.  Raplee  has  already  gone  on  leave 
and  Mr.  Raplee  will  be  away  from  Buffalo  from  December  2h  to  January  3*  In~ 
spections  for  that  territory  will  be  handled  from  Rochester. 

H.  V.  DeMott,  of  the  Domestic  Wool  Section,  and  J.  S.  Bohannon,  of  the. 
Solicitor's  Office,  have  gone  to  Boston  this  week,  for  the  purpose  of  investi- 
gating records  of  wool  purchases  in  I9IS  through  the  Army  and  to  take  deposi- 
tions of  parties  connected  with  an  alleged  excess  wool  profits  case,  which  is 
expected  to  come  to  trial  in  Chicago  in  January. 

J.  W.  Dyke's,  of  the  Regulatory  Branch,  has  gone  to  New  Y0rk  and  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  will  spend  about  a  week,  making  investigations  of  cases 
under  the  P.A.C.  Act. 

Brlce  Edwards  and  Guy  G.  Chase,  of  the  Licensing  Section  of  the  Regula- 
tory Branch  in  the  Earle  Building,  Washington,  have  been  assigned  to  extensive 
field  duties,  which  may  require  two  or  three  months1  time.    Mr.  Edwards  has 
already  left  for  numerous  points  in  Florida,  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Tenn- 
isce,  Alabama  and  Mississippi.    Mr.  Chase  plans  to  leave  Washington  about  Jan- 
uary 3  ani  vill  travel  in  Arkansas,  Oklahoma,  Louisiana  and  Texas. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  M.  Lyle,  of  Kansas 
City,  on  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Carrol  Ann,  on  December  2.    Mr.  Lyle  is  in 
charge  of  inspection  work  in  the  Kansas  City  market. 

F.  S.  Kinsey,  who  has  had  headquarters  at  Boston  during  the  four  months 
that  he  has  served  as  Supervising  Inspector  for  the  New  England  States,  expects 
to  complete  this  field  assignment  by  the  end  of  December  and  will  then  return 
to  his  permanent  headquarters  in  New  York  City. 

George  C.  Moye,  who  has  been  working  in  New  Y0rk  City  as  a  licensed  .. 
inspector  since  the  end  of  September,  has  completed  his  period  of  service  there 
and  has  gone  to  New  Jersey,  where  he  will  work  on  sweet  potatoes. 

B.  E.  Surry,  who  assisted  in  the  Portland  office  of  the  Market  News 
Service  for  a  few  months,  also  helped  with  inspection  work  on  apples  and  pears 
for  export,  and  with  shipping-point  inspections  on  Oregon  cauliflower.     He  has 
now  gone  to  Seattle  office  for  temporary  service. 

ALL  OFFICES,  PLEASE  NOTE: 

Although  no  decision  has  yet  been  reached  and  no  official  orders  have 
been  given,  there  is  a  possibility  that  Saturday  after  Christmas  and  Saturday 
after  New  Yearrs  Day  will  be  observed  as  holidays  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
Definite  instructions  regarding  the  handling  of  market-news  work  during  the 
holiday  period  will  be  wired  to  all  "branch  offices  in  due  time. 
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OFFICE  NOTES  (CONTINUED) :  .     "  ,• 

NO  DIVISION  LETTER  WILL  EE  ISSUED  for  December  25  or  January  1.  Tile 
next  D.  L,  will  be  published  on  Friday,  January. g,  and  should  reach  all  office 
between  the  11th  and  13th  of  January. 

PLEASE  EXAMINE  YOUR  FILE  of  Division 'Letters  for  the  year  1931.  '  If  anj 
copies  are  missing. .  request  extra  ones  from  Washington  promptly/   No  Division 
Letters  were  published  for  September  U  or  November  27.     This  current  issue  is 
the  last  for  1931. 

The  editor  takes  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  those  who  have  contribu 
articles  or  letters  for  the  D.L.  during  the  past  year.  Ke  wishes  all  readers 
a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  .Happy  New  Year} 


I 


